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February 2024 

 

YOUR VILLAGE NEEDS YOU! 

 
For many years Cuddington and the surrounding villages 
have been pressing Bucks highways to restrict HGV  
movements through our residential streets. There is now a 
firm proposal to achieve this - the Waddesdon Area Freight 
Zone.  It is vital that as many people as possible respond to 
the consultation and support this proposal.   
We will not get another opportunity. 
Many businesses within the freight zone will object  
fiercely to the proposed restrictions. Therefore, there needs 
to  be overwhelming public support to persuade Bucks to 
approve the scheme.  
To register your support, please turn to 
page 8 for full details.   
Thank you. 

 

No hgvS 
 

 
Spring term 2024 got off  
to a cracking start with new  
topics and the buzz of  
learning filling the building.  
As part of their Superhero 
topic, Foundation class enjoyed a fantastic visit from  
Haddenham Firefighters. Photos of them trying the helmets 
etc., can be seen on the school’s website.   
The house system is alive and well on each site. As a member of 
the newly named Chequers House, in designing a house logo, 
Wilf (year 2) thought it wise to write to the Prime Minister to 
ask for some information about the building itself. 
 He was delighted to get a reply from 10 Downing Street!   
It is always good to hear when a spark from a topic can ignite a 
lifelong passion even at a young age. After becoming fascinated 
by Tudor history, Emily (year 6) wrote to the Historian, Tracy 
Borman, and was then amazed to be invited on a private guided 
tour of Hampton Court Palace given by Tracy.  
The school would be interested in knowing whether there are 
any ex- pupils out there who were inspired by a particular topic 
or teacher while at Cuddington School.   

CYD Stands for Cuddington Youth Drama!  
Do you like to Act? Sing? Dance? 
Make up stuff?  
We play drama games and improvise 
and find the fun and the funny.   
We will be performing after Easter a 
Sharing of Talent Show in which you 
can do whatever you are ready for. 
We collaborate and bring out the 
best in each other!  
The beautiful stage is yours… 
“ I love feeling free on the stage and 
being so encouraged.”  “ It’s fun to act with all ages so age 
doesn’t matter. And we make up characters and make up great 
costumes.”  “ I didn’t know I could sing before.”  
“I like the techie stuff, and it is first class equipment and  
support“. ”Everyone is fun and relaxed and just themselves.”  
“ It is definitely my favourite part of my week.”  
“Once CYD, forever part of an amazing family.” 
The productions are of such a high standard of artistry on so 
many levels. The actors are incredible. Unmissable. 
www.cuddingtonvillage.com/cyd 
maryelaine.english71@gmail.com 

https://www.cuddingtonanddintonschool.co.uk/firefighters-visit-foundation-class/
http://www.cuddingtonvillage.com/cyd
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‘Chocolate is good for you’, says Medical News Today which is marvellous news for those of us who like 
to indulge in this sweet treat. What else though is good for us? Eating healthily? Exercise? These all help 
with physical wellness but what about mental and spiritual wellness? 
Anxiety and depression levels are rising in the UK, figures from the Office for National Statistics found 
that 19.7% of people said they had experienced anxiety and depression in the last year. Even though we are wealthier and 
physically healthier than any time in history, we still struggle with mental and spiritual wellness.  
In John’s story of the life of Jesus, Jesus is recorded as saying, “I have come that they might have life and have it  
abundantly”. Jesus showed us in his own life and his teaching what this meant. There are three main characteristics of a 
life lived in all its fullness.  
The first is to be contemplative, taking time to be still, to find joy in simple things, to reach out to God and through these 
practises find peace and be refreshed.  
The second characteristic is to be compassionate; that an abundant life is a life lived for others. To weep with those who 
weep, to be people who see and respond to the poor, the needy and the outcasts of our society.  
The third is to be courageous. A full life is a life of action. A life which makes a difference in our world is willing to be a 
transformative influence on those we meet and is willing to step out at a cost to ourselves.   
A Christian aims to become more like Jesus, even though we often fail, we try to live these three characteristics – to be 
contemplative, compassionate and courageous. These are the things we think are good for us. Of course a bit of chocolate 
now and again also helps     
Happy Lent! Cassa 

Thought for the month... 

Services  
in February 
 

4th February   Holy Communion.  
   Children’s activities in Bernard Hall 
11th February  All-Age Service 
18th February  Morning Worship.  
   Children’s activities in Bernard Hall 
25th February  All-Age Communion 

Village Voice is a Cuddington Parochial Church Council initiative funded by the PCC, the Parish Council, the Fete Committee and both business and private sponsorship 
Editorial Team: Helen Keeping 291635 wichertcot@btinternet.com Rachel Barnard 290812 rachael.cb@btinternet.com  &  Erica Lowe 07788 440671 e_lowe_nz@yahoo.com   

Advertising: Kathy Hook getkathy@hotmail.com 

 
 
 

Ken Birkby Tree  
A Liquid Amber tree has been  
planted in the playing fields to 
mark Ken Birkby’s 20 years of  
service to the Parish Council  
initially as a Councillor, and then 
as the Chair for the last 11 years.  
The tree is situated near the Swan 
Hill entrance to the playing fields. 

Telephone Box  
 

A big thank you to Jack and 
Andy Luckett who undertook 
the intricate task of  
re-painting the village  
Everyone agrees they have 
done a great job.  

 

(Jack at work!) 
 

News from the Playing Fields 
 
Memberships for 2024 due! 
If you haven’t already, then please sign up for membership at the 
social club. Prices are:   
Family £15 
Individual £10 
Concession £5 
The terms of our licence are that clubhouse bar customers are 
members so we would be really grateful if everyone could comply. 
All profits go towards the upkeep of the playing fields and the  
clubhouse.  
We had our bar AGM on Thursday 25th Jan and are pleased to  
report that the bar remains profitable and the current committee 
and volunteers have all signed up for another year. Which is good 
because already we have a lot of events in the diary! 
Events 
Book Club continues on the first Wednesday of the month, doors 
open at 7.30pm for an 8pm start. 
We will be showing all England 6 Nations Rugby matches live at 
the clubhouse starting Saturday 3rd February.  
Race night returns on Saturday 23rd March, tickets (£5 pp) can be 
purchased at the clubhouse or email cuddingclubbook-
ings@gmail.com and we will arrange to get out to you. 
Bingo will be back on Wednesday 27th March. Doors open at 
7.30pm for an 8pm start. Books are £10 each with cash prizes to be 
won and a raffle at half time. 
Other events to keep an eye out for this year are the Grand  
National Sweepstake, Men’s 2024 Euros, Family Fun Day, Pool 
Night and Darts Competition.    And as always a massive thanks to 
all volunteers and clubhouse users.    Ellen Dyer 

mailto:wichertcot@gmail.com
mailto:rachael.cb@btinternet.com
mailto:e_lowe_nz@yahoo.com
mailto:getkathy@hotmail.com
mailto:cuddingclubbookings@gmail.com
mailto:cuddingclubbookings@gmail.com
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Greener Cuddington  
 
 
 

Vehicle and Verges  
It feels like there are ever more cars and vans on the roads and streets, and they are 
getting bigger so that parking them is becoming more of a challenge wherever we 
go. Our little team of road monitors are doing great work in checking the speed and 
types of vehicles entering Cuddington, and our Parish Council is working on securing 
restrictions on the size of vehicles allowed on minor roads. Those roads are  
crumbling under the pressure, so huge amounts of money are being spent on  
repairing them, some of which in my view would have been much better spent on 
cycleways and safe footways, such as between Cuddington and Haddenham. Had 
this been done over the decades, road traffic would have been reduced (school 
journeys, short trips to shops etc) and we might have been somewhat less reliant on 
cars, as they are in the Netherlands. 
In our village, many people have off-road parking so the situation isn’t too bad as far as village residents goes, but visiting  
vehicles do cause problems. We get a lot of vans and lorries delivering stuff around the village, some of which are very large,  
particularly those that deliver building materials. These have badly damaged verges around the village; in particular reducing the 
grassy verge of Spicketts Lane, reseeded last year, to rutted mud. Such verges need to be protected, and we can hope that  
restrictions on vehicle sizes will help in this. Parking on pavements and verges has become the norm, which can be real nuisance 
when they block the way for pedestrians such as is often the case along Spurt Street. Drivers should be aware that pavements are 
not meant for cars, and people with, or without, dogs and prams need to use them. It is particularly sad that over the past couple 
of years, the grass verges along Bernard Close have become habitually used by visiting cars and vans so that they are now rutted 
and unsightly. This is entirely unnecessary as there is plenty of parking available at the eastern end of the road, and also because 
there is space for vehicles to pass cars parked on the road itself instead of the verge.   
Is this something we could deal with, demonstrating how we value the look of our village?  Doug Kennedy 

Cuddington Methodist Church  
 
Our Carol Service went very well on 10th December. The band was up to its usual 
high standard and we had other visitors from outside the village.  
Our new Minister Rev Heegon Moon shared a Bible message and some of his own  
testimony. Living in South Korea he was brought up as a Buddhist and wanted to 
be a Buddhist Monk. His Grandmother had an influence on his life and eventually 
he became a follower of Jesus. He was a missionary for many years and also a 
Minister. His wife Deborah has a beautiful voice and she sang O little town of 
Bethlehem at the Carol Service.  We are so pleased to have them as part of 
our group of Churches.  
Our theme at the Carol service was to see that Jesus appears  all the way through 
the Bible from Genesis to Revelation. We proved that Jesus is indeed the light 
of  Christmas and the light of the world in these bewildering and often very  
difficult days. It was a special service followed by excellent refreshments!!   
Maybe come and join us in 2024?  We would love to have you join us.   
Just a reminder that we only have a Morning Service at 10:30 am.   
ALL  ARE  WELCOME 

A big thank you to everyone involved with 
the organization and running of the Boxing 
Day shoot, in particular Ben & Karen  
Clayton, Mike & Gilly Cottman, DB Guns, 
The Crown, everyone who gets up early to 
help set up and all the team leaders. 
The weather was kind this year and  
everyone had a fantastic time before  
heading back to the Crown to celebrate. 
 

This years the winners were,  
Adults : Richard Sessions & Lorraine  
Stevens.  
Juniors : William & Daisy Powell. 

Boxing Day Shoot 

Fete Update 
 

At the time of writing this, I am sad to say that we 
have had no takers for the roles of Treasurer and 
External Stall Coordinator for this year’s fete. 
Unfortunately, unless we get helpers soon, we 
will have to cancel the fete. 
A reminder of what these jobs entail: 
Treasurer: We are looking for someone to handle 
all things money. The role involves paying  
invoices, collecting and banking fete funds and 
handing out grants. The majority of this work 
occurs between May and September. 
External Stall Coordinator: This role takes charge 
of sourcing commercial stalls that fit in with the 
fete theme and making sure they know where to 
go on the day.  We have a list of contacts already 
so some of the work is done. Village run stalls are 
already taken care of. 
If you are keen to learn more, please either email 
Cuddington.fete@gmail.com or call/text Ellen on 
07568075642 

Thank you Laura  
 

The Village Voice team would like to thank 
Laura Ewers for all the copies of VV she has 

popped through our letterboxes,  
with a smile, over the years.  

We are deeply grateful, thank you. 
Rachael, Helen, Erica and Kathy  

mailto:Cuddington.fete@gmail.com


4 

BUSINESS SPONSORS & ADVERTS 

To advertise or place a company  

advertorial please contact  

Kathy Hook for costs and options  

getkathy@hotmail.com 

We are grateful to the following  

local businesses who provide  

sponsorship to support the print 

costs for Village Voice, and to 

Print World for a competitive 

service: 

Cuddington Village Stores   Tel: 01844 291372 
Denise, Hairdressing   Tel: 01844 291277 
D H Speer, Heating & Plumbing Tel: 07720 826374   
F J Wilson, Funeral Directors Tel: 01844 291200 
Haddenham Carpets   Tel: 01844 291591 
Thame Therapy Clinic  Tel: 01844 215555 
The Crown, Cuddington  Tel: 01844 299255 
Windmill Windows   Tel: 01844 237070 
Print World    Tel: 01296 434666 
Pearson Insurance   Tel: 01844 260936 
Risboro Garage   Tel: 01844 274330 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Remember a loved one this spring with 
a Forever Red Rose 
 
 

Florence Nightingale Hospice Charity has 
partnered with the magnificent  
Waddesdon Manor to launch a very  
special Forever Flowers event to celebrate and remember loved 
ones this spring. 
A stunning, temporary display of 750 bespoke metal Red Roses  
will be installed in the Rose Garden at Waddesdon Manor, near  
Aylesbury in April. Each flower will represent the life, love and 
memories of a loved one. 
The Charity is offering you the opportunity to be a part of this 
event by dedicating one of these limited Forever Red Roses, and 
an invitation to a private viewing of the display on Monday 15th 
April whilst the grounds are closed to the public. The installation 
will then remain on display to the public for two weeks. Once the 
installation is removed, those who have dedicated a flower will be 
able to take it home to display as a forever keepsake. 
By dedicating a Forever Red Rose you will be helping us to provide 
excellent local hospice care and be there for more patients and 
families across Buckinghamshire and its borders. 
To dedicate a Forever Red Rose visit https://

www.fnhospice.org.uk/foreverflowers or call 01296 429975 for 

more information. 

 

Village Voice 

is printed by  

mailto:getkathy@hotmail.com
https://www.cuddingtonvillage.com/view-page.php?pid=83
https://www.cuddingtonvillage.com/view-page.php?pid=84
https://www.dhspeer.co.uk/bc/
https://f-j-wilson.business.site/
https://haddenhamcarpets.com/
http://www.thametherapyclinic.co.uk/
http://www.thecrowncuddington.com
https://www.windmillwindows.com/
https://www.fnhospice.org.uk/foreverflowers
https://www.fnhospice.org.uk/foreverflowers
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From Khartoum to Cuddington 
 

Few, if any, villagers knew of the amazing previous life led by 
the modest Rev. Anthony Arkell when he became  
Cuddington’s vicar in 1963. He had already enjoyed an  
adventurous career.  The son of a clergyman, he was born in 
1898 at Hinxhill, Kent.  Aged 18 he joined the Royal Flying 
Corps and in June 1918 piloted a British fighter and shot down 
a German bomber.  For this exploit he was awarded the  
Military Cross.  His local newspaper carried  a celebratory  
article headed, “A gallant Kentish airman – Hinxhill hero and 
the Hun” 
In 1920 he made a decision which changed his life.  He joined 
the British Colonial Service in Sudan.  This vast country with its 
range of climates, flora, fauna, peoples, languages and  
monuments excited his scientific and historical interests as 
well as providing an arena for his administrative talents. His 
first endeavour was to end the slave trade between Sudan and 
Ethiopia and to settle the former slaves in villages.  Those 
freed named themselves ‘ Beni Arkell’ – sons of Arkell.   
For this work he was awarded the MBE in 1929. 
He undertook excavations which uncovered some of the early 
history of northern Sudan and encouraged students to take an 
interest in their history.  While on leave Arkell updated his 
own skills by working with the famous archaeologist Sir  
Mortimer Wheeler.  Arkell was largely responsible for setting 
up a National Antiquities Museum in Khartoum and then  
personally catalogued much of the collection.  He published 
numerous articles and books on the history and ecology of 
Sudan - for example the studies of various native creatures 
including snails and the reed-rat, which was named, in his 
honour, Thryonomys Arkelli. 
In 1949 he left Sudan and returned to England.  He lectured in 
Egyptian archaeology at University College, London and was 
appointed honorary curator of the Petrie Museum.  Once 
again he set about the painstaking work of cataloguing and 
exhibiting the artefacts.  Later he was awarded a Doctorate by 
the University of Oxford. 
In 1960, following in the footsteps of his father, he embarked 
on a new and final career as a vicar.  After a course at  
Cuddesdon College he was ordained and served as a curate at 
Great Missenden before being appointed as vicar to  
Cuddington and Dinton Churches in 1963.  Villagers including 
the late Nan and Peggy Cattell have given details of his  
ministry.  He lived, with his wife, in the vicarage in Spicketts 
Lane.   
He usually led four services on Sundays, two in St Nicholas’ 
and two in St Peter & St Paul, Dinton.  He reorganised Sunday 
School teaching, regularly visited the two primary schools of 
which he was Chairman of Governors and supported his wife, 
Joan, in her leadership of the Mothers’ Union and Young 
Wives.  Considerable repairs to the Church were necessary,  
particularly the tower.  He took an active role with the  
architect and builders.  At a Parish Council meeting the 
minutes state, ‘The Vicar was thanked for his extensive efforts 
to obtain grants and generally for his enthusiasm for  
restoration.’ 
Rev Arkell showed a kindly and practical interest in his  
parishioners.  He regularly assisted an elderly resident to carry 
coal in from an outhouse.  He once came home early from 
holiday to take the funeral of a church member.   

 
He sat at intervals with  
Walter Welford, aged 90, 
before he died in a cold 
December in 1967.  The 
minutes of the Annual 
Church meeting after the 
vicar’s retirement in 1973 
record a tribute by  
Churchwarden, Mr Griffin.  
His sincerity and reverence in  
administering the  sacrament 
were noted together with 
the kindness with which he 
conducted funeral services.   
His generosity in  
foregoing his Easter  
offering in favour of the  
restoration fund, in opening the vicarage for meetings and in 
visiting the sick and bereaved were also praised. 
Anthony Arkell’s long and illustrious life was celebrated in a 
booklet written by a colleague from London University.  He 
extolled his talents in many fields including colonial  
administration, in establishing museums and his scientific and  
historical scholarship.  He possessed a warm but forthright 
personality and a liberal and practical approach to Christianity.  
He was deeply sincere, but undogmatic.  This commendation is 
a fitting epitaph to the life of a remarkable Cuddington vicar. 
Peter Wenham 
 

 
 

Did you know that the statue of the winged archer 

poised atop The Shaftesbury Memorial Fountain in Piccadilly 
Circus known by all as ‘Eros’, is in 
fact a depiction of his brother  
Anteros?    
Anteros was chosen by sculptor, 
Alfred Gilbert, because as the God 
of Selfless Love he was thought to 
suitably reflect the philanthropic 
good works of Lord Shaftesbury.  
His brother Eros was considered 
too frivolous and risqué by the 
creator.   
So a famous landmark yes, 
but Cupid he is not!    
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We have five very diverse titles to screen at 
the Village Picture House for the month of 
February.  On Thursday 1st, we’ll be  
screening Typist Artist Pirate King (cert. 
12A) starring Monica Dolan (Mr Bates vs 
the Post Office) and Kelly Macdonald.  This 
funny and compassionate film is a  
fictionalised portrait of the late “avant-
garde and misunderstood” artist Audrey 
Amiss, who studied at the Royal Academy 
of Arts but was unable to complete her 
training after being hospitalised due to 
mental illness.  Amiss and her psychiatric 
nurse set out on a road trip to an art gallery 
in Sunderland, and their friendship grows 
as they reconnect with key individuals and 
moments from Amiss’s past.  “A likable, 
generous, imaginative response to the work 
of Amiss,” says The Guardian.  “The Thelma 
and Louise of the A1 make the film a  
journey worth taking,” says Time Out. “This 
portrait of Audrey Amiss is by turns riotous and touching,” 
says the British Film Institute. 
On 8th February we’ll be showing the final film in the Indiana 
Jones series: Indiana Jones and the Dial of Destiny (cert. 12A).  
In 1944, daredevil archaeologist Indiana Jones (Harrison Ford) 
retrieves one half of the Antikythera, an ancient dial built by 
Archimedes, from the hands of Nazi scientist Jürgen Voller.  
Twenty-five years later, Indy teams up with his estranged  
goddaughter Helena (Phoebe Waller-Bridge) and they race to 
track down the other half of the dial.  But Voller, who is now 
working for NASA, is determined to take the artefact for  
himself and use it to alter the outcome of World War II...  
“A fitting goodbye to cinema’s favourite grave-robber,” says 
Empire.  “An apt final journey for Indy ... an enjoyable,  
old-school action-adventure,” says Radio Times. 
On the 15th our film will be And Then Come The Nightjars 
(cert. 15), a gentle two-hander about a time of crisis in British 
agriculture.  Adapted for the screen from Bea Roberts’  
multi-award-winning stage play, the film tells the story of an 
unlikely friendship between a Devon farmer and the vet who is 
assigned to cull his precious herd following the foot-and-
mouth outbreak in 2001.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“A touching tale of love and loss on the 
farm,” says The Guardian.  “The characters 
feel real, with a genuine emotional core,” 
says The Independent.  “A tender, finely  
observed portrait of male friendship,” says 
the Evening Standard. 
On 22nd February we have National Theatre 
Live’s latest title Vanya (cert. 15), captured 
live during its sold-out run in the West End 
last year.  Andrew Scott (Fleabag, Sherlock) 
brings multiple characters to life in Simon 
Stephens’ radical new version of Chekhov’s 
Uncle Vanya.  Hopes, dreams, and regrets 
are thrust into sharp focus in this one-man 
adaptation which explores the complexities 
of human emotions.  “Andrew Scott’s  
one-man Chekhov is the performance of the 
year,” says The i.  “An acting masterclass 
from the mercurial Andrew Scott ...  
transfixing,” says the Evening Standard.  
“Andrew Scott’s take on Chekhov is funny, 

sexy and surprisingly emotional,” says The Independent. 
The on the 29th we’ll be screening The Miracle Club (cert. 
12A) starring Maggie Smith, Laura Linney and Kathy Bates. In 
1967, three generations of close friends from Ballygar, a  
hard-knocks community in Dublin, have one tantalizing dream: 
to win a pilgrimage to the sacred French town of Lourdes. The 
women secure tickets and set out on the journey that they 
hope will change their lives, but old wounds are reopened 
along the way, forcing the women to confront their pasts even 
as they travel in search of a miracle. “The great Dame and 
Laura Linney make great sparring partners in this teary  
fish-out-of-water period piece,” says The Telegraph.  ”A 
talented ensemble cast … the film’s charms outnumber its 
clichés,” says Rotten Tomatoes. 
Looking ahead to March, on the 7th we’ll be showing The  
Lesson starring Richard E. Grant and Daryl McCormack in a 
story of family secrets, resentment, and retribution.  On the 
14th, Anthony Hopkins stars in One Life, the story of British 
humanitarian Sir Nicholas “Nicky” Winton, who helped save 
hundreds of Central European children from the Nazis on the 
eve of World War II.  Visit the web page for more details of all 
features: wuddingtonvillage.com/cinema 
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Dates for your Diary 

February 
Thursday 1st , 8.00pm  ‘Typist, Artist, Pirate King’,  Village Picture House 
Monday 5th, 2.00pm  Sunshine Club Tea, the Playing Fields Clubhouse 
Wednesday 7th, 8.00pm  Bookworms Book Club, the Playing Fields  Clubhouse 
Thursday 8th, 8.00pm  ‘Indiana Jones and the Dial of Destiny’,  
    Village Picture House 
Thursday 15th, 8.00pm  ‘And Then Came The Nightjars’, Village Picture House 
Monday 19th, 2.00pm  Sunshine Club Tea at the Playing Fields Clubhouse 
Thursday 22nd, 7.00pm  ‘NT Live: Vanya’, Village Picture House 
Tuesday 27th, 7.00pm  Parish Council Meeting, Bernard Hall 
Thursday 29th, 8.00pm  ‘The Miracle Club’, Village Picture House 
  

March 
Monday 4th, 2.00pm  Sunshine Club Tea at the Playing Fields Clubhouse 
Wednesday 6th, 8.00pm  Bookworms Book Club at the Playing Fields  
    Clubhouse 
Thursday 7th, 8.00pm  ‘The Lesson’, Village Picture House 
Thursday 14th, 8.00pm  ‘One Life’, Village Picture House 
Monday 18th,1.30pm  Sunshine Club Cinema ‘Dream Horse’, Bernard Hall 
Thursday 21st, 7.00pm  ‘NT Live: The Motive and the Cue’,  
    Village Picture House 
Tuesday 26th, 7.00pm  Parish Council Meeting, Bernard Hall 
  
And every Friday, at 10.00am, in term time, Toddlers Singing Group takes 
place in St Nicholas Church. Everyone is welcome. For more details please  
contact Christine (christine.jackson@live.co.uk) For more information please refer 
to the village website www.cuddingtonvillage.com  

 

‘There is always in February some one day, at 
least, when one smells the yet distant, but surely 
coming summer.’ (Gertrude Jekyll 1843-1932) 

News from the Pub 
 
Many of you may have already heard that Glyn and I have put 
in our notice for the tenancy at The Crown.  We are not  
leaving just yet, our last day will be 1 May 2024.  Fullers are 
advertising the tenancy and we are hoping they are able to 
find someone to take on this lovely pub. 
However, for us it has been a difficult but considered decision 
to move on, we have not been able to secure a new chef for 
the kitchen.  Chris Hunt continues to work with us and we are 
grateful to him.  However, we have not been able to realise 
the potential of the food offering at the pub and hope that the 
next custodians are able to develop this with more success. 
We had a very busy Christmas and New Year holiday with 
many new faces using the pub for family gatherings and  
celebrations.  Many of whom were not local but were made 
truly welcome. 
Again we were happy to host and supply the prizes for the 
Boxing Day Clay Pigeon shoot, our sofa was welcome at the 
end of a very busy day when the pub was buzzing.  New Years 
Eve saw nibbles supplied not only by us but also thanks to 
Lynne and Phaedra for some delicious food.  A small party but 
some great music, accompanied by some accomplished dance 
moves, often a challenge with our low ceilings  
 

As I write we are looking forward to hosting Burns Night, 
which again is likely to be a small and exclusive celebration 
but something we have enjoyed introducing in the 3 years we 
have been here.  We also look forward to the Cuddington 
Shoot Annual Dinner a tradition we have enjoyed hosting 
while we have been here. 
In February we are hoping that the inaugural Folk music  
evening will attract some of you into the pub to enjoy live  
music from our talented locals. (7th February) 
Of course, we will be offering a special menu for those 
wanting to enjoy Valentine’s night with loved ones, this is not 
restricted to couples, come and celebrate with family and 
friends, enjoy a great meal and a special time together making 
memories. 
We know that February and March can continue to feel a bit 
bleak, but every day sunset gets a bit later and we can start to 
plan towards the Spring and Summer.  To help make these 
‘dark’ months a bit easier we will be re-introducing our Friday 
offer, Fish and Chips with either a pint, a small house   wine or 
a pepsi for £13 (a saving of over £5 on our normal prices). 
Our next Charity Quiz will be on Monday 5 February, we will 
donating to the Aylesbury Food Bank again, helping those that 
continue to struggle to make ends meet at the moment.  
We hope to see many of you over the next few months while 
we are here at the pub to enjoy this fantastic local facility. 
Cheers, Tracy & Glyn 
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Public Consultation 
on Buckinghamshire Council proposal to reduce the  

volume of Heavy Goods Vehicles on country roads in our area 
 
The Problem 
Village communities in the area say their lives are being negatively affected by heavy goods vehicles 
(HGVs) passing through their villages.  
People are concerned about the effect of this traffic on their homes and other buildings, worried 
about damage to roads and the landscape, and concerned about road safety and air quality. 
We know some HGVs are just passing through the area - using it as a rat-run.  
A survey in 2022 over 5 days indicated that of 1,351 HGVs using roads in the area, at least 35% were 
just passing through. 
 
Buckinghamshire Council Proposal 
Buckinghamshire Council aims to remove these rat-running HGVs. This would be done by banning 
them from an area of roads called the Waddesdon Freight Zone (see map). 
The ban would not apply to vehicles travelling to destinations within the zone.  This means deliveries 
and collections for local homes and businesses would not be affected. 

 
 
The proposed Waddesdon 
Freight Zone would be the area:  
   South of the A41 
   East of the B4011 
   North of the A418 
   West of Rabans Lane,  
    Aylesbury. 
 

It includes: Chearsley,  
Cuddington, Upper Winchendon, 
Ashendon, Westcott, Brill,  
Piddington and nearby villages 
 
 
 
 

The Consultation 
A short survey is being carried out, asking for your views on the proposal.  The survey can be  
completed either on-line (see https://www.cuddingtonvillage.com/) or on paper with a free post  
address for replies. Paper copies and more information are available from any Parish Councillor, from 
the Bell or by phoning 07780 600640. 

Please compete the survey.   
The more response, the more chance we have of getting rid  

of this unwanted traffic. 

https://www.cuddingtonvillage.com/

