
Old Testament Reading – Zephaniah 3:14-20 
14 Sing, Daughter Zion; shout aloud, Israel!  Be glad and rejoice with all 
your heart, Daughter Jerusalem!  15 The Lord has taken away your 
punishment, he has turned back your enemy.  The Lord, the King of 
Israel, is with you; never again will you fear any harm.  16 On that day 
they will say to Jerusalem, “Do not fear, Zion; do not let your hands hang 
limp.  17 The Lord your God is with you, the Mighty Warrior who saves.  
He will take great delight in you; in his love he will no longer rebuke you, 
but will rejoice over you with singing.” 18 “I will remove from you all 
who mourn over the loss of your appointed festivals, which is a burden 
and reproach for you.  19 At that time I will deal with all who 
oppressed you.  I will rescue the lame; I will gather the exiles.  I will give 
them praise and honor in every land where they have suffered shame.  
20 At that time I will gather you; at that time I will bring you home.  I will 
give you honor and praise among all the peoples of the earth when I 
restore your fortunes[e] before your very eyes,” says the Lord. 
 

Gospel Reading – Luke 3: 7-18 
7 John said to the crowds coming out to be baptized by him, “You brood 
of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? 8 Produce fruit 
in keeping with repentance. And do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We 
have Abraham as our father.’ For I tell you that out of these stones God 
can raise up children for Abraham. 9 The axe is already at the root of the 
trees, and every tree that does not produce good fruit will be cut down and 
thrown into the fire.”  10 “What should we do then?” the crowd asked.  
11 John answered, “Anyone who has two shirts should share with the one 
who has none, and anyone who has food should do the same.” 12 Even tax 
collectors came to be baptized. “Teacher,” they asked, “what should we 
do?” 13 “Don’t collect any more than you are required to,” he told them.  
14 Then some soldiers asked him, “And what should we do?” He replied, 
“Don’t extort money and don’t accuse people falsely—be content with 
your pay.”  15 The people were waiting expectantly and were all 
wondering in their hearts if John might possibly be the Messiah. 16 John 
answered them all, “I baptize you with[a] water. But one who is more 
powerful than I will come, the straps of whose sandals I am not worthy to 
untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.17 His winnowing 
fork is in his hand to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into 
his barn, but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” 18 And 
with many other words John exhorted the people and proclaimed the good 
news to them. 

December 16h 2018 ~ Third Sunday of Advent 
 

10am  Holy Communion  
 

Leader: Canon Phil Groves    Preacher:  Graham Carr 
 

Theme:  John the Baptist prepares the way 

NOTICES 
 

Today Carol Service    Dinton  4pm 
 Carols by Candlelight   Haddenham  6.30pm 
Mon Ford Barn Service    Ford   7pm 
Tues Advanced bellringing practice  Church   7.30-9pm 
Thurs Prayers      Church  9am 
 Carol singing round Village ~ see below for details  6pm 
Fri  Toddler singing group    Church  10am 
 Bellringing practice   Church  7.30pm 
Sun Morning Worship    Church  10am 
 Messy Christmas    Dinton  4pm 
 Carol Service    Stone   4pm 
Mon - Christmas Eve 
 Crib Service and Posada   Church  2.30pm 
 Carols by Candlelight   Church  7pm 
Tues - Christmas Day 
 Holy Communion    Church  8am 
 Christmas All-Age Service  Church  10am 

Worshipping God, Serving Community, Sharing Life    

‘New Year Tea in the Club’ will be on Wednesday 9th January. 
Please make a note of the date  

and look out for further details nearer the time. 

Please join us for Carol singing round the 
Village on Thursday this week (20th) 

Meet at the Upper Green at 6pm and we will 
wind up in Tyringham Hall for mulled wine 

and canapes around 7.30. Be prepared to sing!!  



Rector:   The Revd Margot Hodson ~ 01844 291244 
     rector@wychertvale.org 
Associate Rector:  Canon Phil Groves ~ 01296 748390 
     phil.groves@wychertvale.org 
Associate Minister: The Revd Jonathan Hawkins ~  01844 299429 
     jonathan.hawkins@wychertvale.org 
 Curates   The Revd Nadine Rose ~ 01844 291018 
    The Revd Nigel Featherston ~ 01296 747454 
Churchwardens:  James Stonham ~ 01844 292221 
     james.stonham@holymans.co.uk 
    Helen Keeping  ~ 01844 291635 
     wichertcot@btinternet.com  
Benefice Office:  01844 291108 ~ office@wychertvale.org 
St Mary’s Centre, Church End, Haddenham.  Open 10-12 Mon-Fri 

Pastoral Care 
 

If you would 
appreciate a 

pastoral visit from 
the church, or 

know someone 
else who is asking 
for a visit, please 
contact either a 

churchwarden or 
a member of the 
ministry team. 

They will seek to 
arrange a visit and 

can organise 
home communion 
if requested. The 
visit may be by a 

church member or 
a member of the 
benefice ministry 

team. 

Knowing God 
 

A six week programme beginning in February. 
Phil and Nadine will offer opportunities for 
everyone to explore the Christian faith.  The 
aim will be to: 
 Offer a fresh look at what it means to be 

a follower of Christ 
 Deepen commitment 
 Prepare for confirmation 
 

You are invited to join a small group, get to 
know one another and deepen your relationship 
with God.  You will be surprised just how 
much you already know; we will learn from 
one another and from studying the Bible. 
 

This course can be the foundation for anyone 
wanting to be confirmed.  We have a 
confirmation service booked for April 28th 
2019. 
 

Please contact Phil 01296 748 390 or 
Nadine 01844 291018 or the Benefice Office. 

Collect 
God for whom we watch and wait, you 
sent John the Baptist to prepare the way 
of your Son: give us courage to speak the 
truth, to hunger for justice, and to suffer 
for the cause of right, with Jesus Christ 

Longing for light, we wait in darkness, 
Longing for truth, we turn to you. 
Make us your own, your holy people, 
Light for the world to see. 
  
Christ be our light! 
Shine in our hearts, shine thought the darkness. 
Christ be our light! 
Shine in your Church, gathered today. 
  
Longing for peace, our world is troubled. 
Longing for hope, many despair. 
Your word alone has power to save us, 
Make us your living voice. 
  
Longing for food, many are hungry. 
Longing for water, many still thirst. 
Make us your bread, broken for others, 
Shared until all are fed. 
  
Longing for shelter, many are homeless, 
Longing for warmth, many are cold. 
Make us your building, sheltering others, 
Walls made of living stone. 
  
Many the gifts, many the people, 
Many the hearts that yearn to belong. 
Let us be servants to one another, 
Making your kingdom come. 

Aylesbury Vineyard 
Storehouse Christmas 

Hamper Appeal 
It would be wonderful if 
our church family could 
support this Appeal to 
help give those in need 
in our area an enjoyable 
Christmas and to mark 
the season as a special 
time in the year.  Please 
consider acquiring items 
such as nice toiletries, 
sm a l l  c om m e r c i a l 
Christmas puddings, 
mince pies (sorry, 
nothing home-made), 
chocolates, selection 
boxes for the children 
and Christmassy savoury 
items.  These can be 
place in our Vineyard 
Storehouse box at the 
back of the church or 
purchased and placed in 
the Vineyard Storehouse 
tub in Cuddington 
Stores.  God bless you 
for your Christian 
outreach and generosity. 

Please take this notice 
sheet with you when 
you leave the service 

as a reminder of 
meetings, events, 
organisations and 

individuals for whom 
your prayers are asked 


