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         December/January -  2018/19     

Remembrance tide  1918  to  2018 
 

Remembrance Tide for most 

people begins during the 

week before 11
th

 November.  

TV presenters  begin to wear 

their poppies earlier each 

year and  the Royal Bri�sh 

Legion RBL no longer asks us 

not to start selling too early, 

so when Huw Edwards sports 

a poppy,  our poppy ladies 

can be seen going round our 

villages.  We even have a lot 

of residents who wait for the 

knock on the door!    

 

The RBL works all the year round,  but my year starts in July/August,  when I am 

asked to put in my “poppy order”:  wreaths and  poppies of all shapes and sizes,  

big poppies,  li.le poppies,  car poppies and metal pin poppies and s�ck on poppies 

(useless);  each year seems to be different, the metal pins with the year printed on 

them seem to be the most popular and this year we sold out.   

 

(Con�nued on page 10) 

Carol Singing 

Thursday 20th December. 

Please join us on Upper Green at 

6.00pm or if not, listen out for our 

singing! 

Cuddington 
Remembers 100 Years 

Everyone is welcome to our following 

Christmas services, in 

St Nicholas’ Church: 

Sunday 2
nd

 December, 3.00pm. Chris�ngle 

Monday 24
th

 December, 2.30pm. Crib Service, 
with Na�vity and Posada 

Monday 24
th

 December, 7.00pm. Carols by Candlelight 

Tuesday 25
th

 December, 8.00am. Holy Communion 

Tuesday 25
th

 December, 10.00am. All Age Service 

Tickets at £10 (£12 on the door) 

from: 

 

www.oddments-theatre.co.uk  

for direct online booking 
 

The Benefice Office, St Mary’s 

Centre, Sta+on Road, 

Haddenham, 01844 291108 

or 

Caroline Saker, 01844 291825 
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I Can’t Sing! 

Most ‘vicars’ can belt out a tune. Whether a woman or a man, they hit the notes and lead 

from the front. Most vicars were in choirs or played in bands and music is an essen�al part 

of the life. 
 

I can’t sing! My voice is terrible. I am out of tune and deeply self conscious. 

But I have to sing. Sunday aEer Sunday my frail, imperfect voice joins with others and sud-

denly something extraordinary happens. We are liEed together and there is a resonance 

that can express parts of us that the mere words cannot. I can’t sing but I can join in singing. 

It happens on football terraces where thousands of women and men who ‘cannot sing’ join voices to express hopes 

and fears and liE, not only their team, but also their community. 
 

It happens at Christmas. Those carols we know so well will outlive even Slade and Wham! Hark the Herald and O 

Come all Ye Faithful sung together liE our hearts from depths to heights when we sing them together. 

If you too ‘can’t sing’ – or if you can – come and join us and experience again that Spirit moving within us. Come and 

join us on Thursday 20
th

 as we sing carols around the village. Come and join us at Carol Service on Christmas Eve. 

Come and join us any Sunday morning. Come with your voice – however imperfect – and experience God with us. 

This is the message of Christmas. God is with us now just as he came then. He is here and lives among us and music is 

an essen�al part of the experience. 
 

As Dumbledore says in a Harry Po.er book when the whole school sings a song:  

“Ah, music," he said, wiping his eyes. "A magic beyond all we do here!” 

 Phil Groves, Associate Rector 

Thought for the Month 
 

SUNDAY 23RD DECEMBER 2018. 

JESUS - THE INDESCRIBABLE GIFT 

Join us at 4.30 pm 

Sing Carols, enjoy the Truth of the Christmas 

story from a new perspective. 

This is an invitation for you to Feast on festive 

refreshments at 5.30pm 

Begin your Christmas celebrations!  

Warm up with mulled apple juice  

Tea /Coffee 

We would love to see you and bring your family 

and friends.  

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC 

Evening services in December have a very special 

‘feel’ and for those wishing to experience this 

there are several, including Christmas services, to choose from; 

everyone is welcome. 

Sunday 9
th

 December, 6.00 pm at St Peter and St Paul, Dinton  

 –  Evensong, led by Raymond Medhurst 

Sunday 9
th

 December, 6.30 pm at St Mary’s, Haddenham – 100% 

 Christmas, led by Andy Hardy 

Sunday 16
th

 December, 6.30 pm, at St Mary’s, Haddenham  

 – Carols by Candlelight, led by Margot Hodson, 

 Preacher – Gordon Kuhrt  

Monday 17
th

 December, 7.00 pm, Ford Barn Service. Led by 

 Nadine Rose, with Nigel Featherston preaching. 

Monday 24
th

 December, 6.30 pm, at St Michael’s, Aston Sandford 

 – Carol Service, with Holy Communion. Led by Margot 

 Hodson. 

Monday 24
th

 December, 7.00 pm, at St Nicholas, Cuddington  

 –  Carols by Candlelight. Led by Nigel Featherston, with 

 Adrian Collier preaching. 

Please check websites and church no�ce sheets, nearer the �me, 

for more informa�on. 

Evening Services in 
the Benefice 

Christmas at Cuddington 
Methodist Church 
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Clock Concert Oh Really?!! 
The church clock restora�on appeal received a much 

needed boost to its funds following a thoroughly enjoyable 

concert in St Nicholas’ on Friday 2
nd

 November. 

Back in church for a fourth year running Sam Baker 

introduced the evening to the background of the village 

firework display taking off – the lights and flashes were 

visible through the windows but any sound was soon 

drowned out by Sam’s excellent playing of Bach’s Prelude 

and Fugue in F! 

“Timeless Masterpieces of Music” ranged indeed from Bach 

to Weber alphabe�cally and from Bach to Baker 

chronologically! A great appeal of the evening was not just 

the wide range of music styles and periods covered but the 

combina�on of instruments – piano and organ as well as 

flute and ‘cello. 

A highlight of the pieces played by the “Trio”, consis�ng of 

Sam (piano), Leonie Stevenson Jones (flute) and Sandy 

Mackenzie (‘cello) was the world premiere of Sam’s specially 

composed piece “Cuddington Miniatures”; consis�ng of four 

movements, Dadbrook Gavo.e, Spurt Street Siciliana, Frog 

Lane March and Wild Cherry Cha Cha, the infec�ous swing, 

rhythm and humour in Frog Lane March had many audience 

members bouncing along in their seats! 

All the performers played both as soloists and accompanied 

by Sam on piano, as well as all together as a trio.– all seen 

together  above with Daisy Po.s who presented them with 

their giEs. 

Cuddington Ma�nee Cinema 
On Monday 28 January at 1.30pm (doors open 1pm) the 

1968 Bri�sh musical drama of universal appeal, “Oliver” 

will be shown in the Bernard Hall.  Based on the stage 

produc�on and Charles Dicken’s 

“Oliver Twist” and winner of 6 

Academy awards, the film stars 

Mark Lester, Ron Moody and 

Shani Wallis.  Well-known songs 

include “Food, Glorious Food”, 

“Consider Yourself” and “You’ve 

Got to Pick a Pocket or Two” 

Big screen, comfortable seats.  Tea 

and cake at the interval included 

in the price £5. 

To book phone 01844 291 526 (office hours) – or on the 

door subject to availability. 

You had to have your wits about you and not be beguiled by 

smooth-talking and oh-so-believable wine buffs in the 

Bernard Hall recently as they played “Call My Bluff”. 

A panel of three “experts” had been inveigled away from 

their normal Saturday evening by the fire quaffing wine to 

bamboozle and seduce an audience of some 60 wine tasters 

into believing their descrip�on and explana�on rela�ng to 6 

different wines – only one of the three was telling the truth! 

Charles Sanderson is to be congratulated for bringing 

together his panel of three – himself, his daughter Ka�e (chip 

off the old block?) and noted local wine drinker Neil 

Shepherd-Smith. For each of the six wines, three white and 

three reds, the panel members gave their descrip�ons and 

each table group then had to agree on the “true” answer – 

there was much excitable debate on many of the tables as 

individuals a.empted to show off their knowledge of wines! 

Congratula�ons go to the winning team of Ken & Viv Birkby 

and Steve & Caroline Wright, but they may just have 

benefited from not having a larger team to cause the added 

debate and confusion which was to be found on some of the 

other tables! 

The evening was put on by the Cuddington Playing Fields 

Associa�on as a fund-raising event. Thanks must go to Nibby 

White for running an excellent bar, Karen Clayton for all her 

organisa�on, publicity and the raffle, Rosemary Bradbury 

and her fantas�c team for the catering and Angela 

Sanderson for the delicious soup. 

The evening raised an impressive £538 for the CPFA but final 

thanks to Charles for running the evening and providing such 

enjoyable entertainment and par�cipa�on! 

The panel of Charles, Ka�e and Neil (above) and the 

winners, Steve, Caroline, Viv and Ken (below) 
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On Monday, 12
th

 November,  Antony Powell came to speak to us 

in the Playing Fields clubhouse about Ground Cover Plants,  

which was interes�ng, informa�ve and different! 

The �tle may have seemed a trifle uninspiring. which may have 

accounted for the small audience, but Antony included in  his 

talk and slides,  many plants and shrubs which  “covered” the 

ground, but which would not necessarily have been considered as  “ground cover 

plants”;  at one point he included water lilies,  but didn’t  men�on  bindweed!!! 
 

The following events in our programme will I hope be of interest to you.  

On Monday, 3rd December  -  this mee�ng is 

the first Monday in December so that we don’t 

clash with your Christmas par�es or your 

shopping - we have invited  Ruriko Kojima, a 

very talented Japanese Ikebana demonstrator, 

(pictured leF) to visit the club and demonstrate 

some of her art for us.     On this evening we will 

also be giving you mince pies and mulled wine  

(no charge)  hopefully this will help to get the 

Christmas season off to a happy start (non 

alcoholic alterna�ve available!). I have only 

been to one Ikebana demonstra�on,  and I was 

completely enchanted by the amazing floral 

displays that were created,  some�mes almost 

out of nothing  and  with such meaning and 

thought behind the displays. 
 

To help with the catering,  I would be very grateful if you could let me know if you 

are coming;  guests and non-members will be very welcome.  Telephone me: 

Jennifer on 01844 291501 or email me at   jschramdejong@yahoo.co.uk 
 

2019 Advance No�ce  

The Gardening Club’s very popular annual social will once again be held on the 

second Monday, 14
th

 January.   A poster with more details will be posted on the 

no�ce boards and on our website very soon.   A relaxed evening to meet with 

friends and make new ones.  Come and enjoy good food and a chat and who knows 

what else! 
 

Monday, 11th  February,   The Club’s AGM followed by a Quiz.     A couple of new 

members for the commiKee would be very welcome as  Maryon Pates and Jeane 

Oke are standing down.   Knowledge of gardening is not essen�al – we are not 

running the RHS !  We meet roughly every two months and mee�ngs are very low 

key and friendly as is the club!!   New club members are always very welcome  -  

Our mantra is : Life is too short and must always be fun !  So why not come along 

to one of our mee�ngs and find out for yourself.  Membership Applica�on forms 

for 2019 will soon be on our website so please think about it. 

Taking Antony Powell’s advice,  Jaap mowed the lawn today, taking up all the 

leaves and chopping them up with the grass ready for compos�ng!    I am unable to 

do much at the moment, but I no�ce that aFer the light pruning I did earlier in the 

summer,  the roses are s�ll blooming away,  and I s�ll have liKle tomatoes in the 

greenhouse.   I know AnneKe said we should empty our greenhouses and clean 

them up ready for the  winter,  but I just cannot bring myself to uproot these liKle 

red mouthfuls of delight! 
 

Keep enjoying your gardens, and I hope to see you  all in December!  If not, I wish 

you a very happy Christmas.   With very best wishes,    Jennifer 

 

Tea in the Club 

St Nicholas’ church ‘New Year Tea in 

the Club’ will be on Wednesday 9
th

  

January. Please make a note of the 

date and look out for further details 

nearer the �me! 

The Buckinghamshire CraE Guild 

celebrated its first birthday at the end 

of October, with a party in the gallery 

at Layby Farm in Stoke Mandeville.  It 

has been a very successful first year, 

with more people visi�ng every month, 

and sales rising steadily. 

The Guild has 30 members, working in 

a wide variety of disciplines – tex�les, 

woodcarving, printmaking, glass, 

ceramics and more - who run the 

gallery as a coopera�ve, taking it in 

turns to man the shop. A workbench 

allows them to demonstrate their skills 

to people visi�ng. 

“The pieces on display are beau�ful 

and extremely high quality, and are for 

sale for much lower prices than you 

would find elsewhere – in Oxford or 

London, for example”, says Cuddington 

resident and glass ar�st Jessica Eco., 

who is a member of the Guild and 

pictured above . “Everything in the 

shop is unique, and sustainably and 

ethically handmade, so if you are 

looking for unusual Christmas giEs, 

which are not mass produced, please 

do come along and have a browse”. 

The gallery is open 10-4, Tuesday to 

Saturday and 12-4 on Sunday. We are 

in the Goat Centre complex at: 

The Buckinghamshire CraE Guild 

Layby Farm 

Old Risborough Road 

Stoke Mandeville 

Bucks 

HP22 5XJ 

Boules 
Just a reminder that the Chearsley mob are coming over on 

Sunday 2nd Dec for a game of boules.  A few of us are 

addi+onally going to have a bit of prac+ce this coming Sunday, 

25th at 11.00 to see if we can improve our game!! Come along! 

Buckinghamshire 
Cra> Guild - News 
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Michael Pegge: 1937 - 2018 

SAVE THE DATE: 

‘WEST SIDE STORY’ 

Tues 9
th

 April –  

Saturday 13
th

 April 

2019. 

 

Cuddington Youth Drama (C.Y.D) have 

announced the dates for their most am-

bi�ous project to date.  

Thirty actors, between 7 and 27, have 

started rehearsals in the Bernard Hall, 

learning to sing and dance their hearts 

out to the best moments of West Side 

Story, a truly wonderful musical.  Based 

on the story of Romeo and Juliet, the 

Jets and Sharks will be prac�cing their 

moves in what promises to be an 

amazing show.  

More details to follow closer to the �me. 

 

Michael was a big man – and in so many senses. Yes, he 

was physically large but he had a big heart, a big sense of 

community, he was big with his generosity and had big 

ideas.  

So, many of us here in Cuddington will remember him for 

his �me as a Parish Councillor, being a member of the 

PCC, dressing up for the Fete and seemingly involved in 

so much of village life. As his friend and colleague Terry 

Stewart said at his Thanksgiving Service on 28
th

 August 

“His bon Ami shone from him - big in stature, sure, but huge in personality.” 

Amongst so many of his involvements and achievements that we in Cuddington 

are so grateful for are being a member of the church bells appeal commi.ee, 

heading up the church stewardship scheme and being a Parish Councillor.  

He worked very closely with his chum Myles Saker for many years; he was a very 

good covenant secretary and he and Myles, who was church treasurer, had 

regular mee�ngs in the Saker’s dining room and there was always great 

merriment! Michael was a member of the bells appeal commi.ee and was a 

great asset bringing to it his business and publishing skills, par�cularly he 

produced a very professional brochure. 

During his �me as a Parish Councillor he played a crucial role in heading up the 

Traffic Ac�on Group (TAG) which produced such a comprehensive report in 

2003. It was as a result of this that we now have the three vehicle ac�vated 

signs at the entries to the village. 

Michael always found that mee�ngs 

such as TAG or just a one to one with 

Myles always went be.er with a 

glass of red wine! 

As the photograph shows, Michael 

was not averse to dressing up and 

having some fun! He would be seen 

at many different village events and 

ac�vi�es taking a full part and 

generally sharing his enthusiasm for 

life. Despite his disdain for taking 

unnecessary exercise, Michael 

assiduously wound the church clock, 

even though the staircase was not 

designed for someone of his 

physique! 

Michael was actually born in London 

but the family moved to Bucks within 

the first year of his birth and so 

Michael and David, Michael’s younger brother grew up in Aylesbury and where 

Michael spent the majority of his life, and where he met Wendy. Apparently, 

Michael and Wendy used to be taken out in their prams together, then went to 

the same school and both started work at Hazels where they first got to know 

each other properly.  

Michael had a very dis�nguished and long career in the prin�ng industry which 

all started at Hazell Watson and Viney.  He rose to MD, then Chairman and 

eventually Chief Execu�ve of the Bri�sh Prin�ng Corpora�on. 

It is very apt to finish this tribute by Village Voice by quo�ng what Stephen 

Pegge said in his tribute in St Nicholas’: “Mum and Dad shared such love through 

good �mes and bad including while Mum did all that caring for the last years 

and Dad bore his ailments with such good grace. For us, ironically, these were 

the years where we got to know him be.er, as working years were busy and the 

�mes that we saw him were weekends and holidays.” 

Michael, Wendy and grandson Thomas 

at Cuddington’s Medieval Pageant in 

2002  

Gi= Service, Sunday 9
th

 

December 

This year we are once again going to 

provide giFs for the women and children 

in the care of Aylesbury Women’s Aid. 

Currently there are 14 women in the 

Refuge and 17 children under 12.  The 

Refuge also supports a number of 

women and children living in the 

community. 

Staff have suggested the following as 

suitable giFs: chocolates and sweets (all 

clearly labelled) for both women and 

children.  For women, any treats are 

very welcome, including toiletries, 

scarves and gloves.  For children, all toys 

and craF sets are appropriate. 

Please bring your giFs to the service on 

9
th

 December, unwrapped, though 

dona�ons of wrapping paper, giF tags 

and Sellotape are also welcome.  If you 

unable to be in church that day, there 

will be a box at the back of the church, 

during the week beginning Sunday 2
nd

 

December, where any dona�ons can be 

leF. 

A big thank you for helping to give the 

women and children cared for by AWA a 

happier Christmas, and for leNng them 

know they are in our thoughts. 
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By the �me we have our next report for Village Voice all the excitement of 

Christmas will have come and gone, but at the moment we are busily making 

prepara�on – not least of which for the Infant’s Na�vity Play which takes place in 

church in the first week of December. 
 

We celebrated Infant Diwali day on Friday 9th November. Children wore clothing 

for a 'celebra�on' – which meant they had colourful party clothes – and they had 

a great day! 

Although the emphasis has been with the Junior site children, all parents have 

been encouraged to get involved with awareness of e-safety and especially online 

safety we cannot stress strongly enough the risks posed to children today. 
 

It was wonderful to see so many parents aKending the open sessions held  

recently –we believe it was a useful experience and gave parents a flavour of 

what goes on in school. 
 

Remembrance Family services for parents to aKend were held on both Infant and 

Junior sites in their respec�ve churches. On this special commemora�ve 100 year 

anniversary we wanted parents to be involved with the annual laying of 

wreaths.  The school always lays a wreath at Cuddington, Chearsley, Nether 

Winchendon and Dinton war memorials, this being a very important part of our 

links with the communi�es. We were delighted so many parents, as well as 

parishioners and governors, could join the Infant children for our family 

Remembrance Service at St Nicholas’ Church.  Rev. Phil Groves discussed the 

importance of poppies as a symbol of Remembrance.  Three children laid a 

wreath from all the pupils, parents and staff at our school, as seen in the 

photographs below. 
 

We have recently, as staff and governors, re-visited the school’s Mission, Vision 

and Values. This is something that all schools are encouraged to do every few 

years. In doing so we have simplified what we had down to just a Vision 

statement supported by the schools Values. We felt it very relevant and 

appropriate to share them with you and re-produce them on the back page of this 

Village Voice. 
 

There is also a separate ar�cle in this edi�on of Village Voice (page 9) which 

addresses the whole issue of becoming a governor in our school. 

 Kim Price, Headteacher 

Village Voice will now 

be taking a break �ll 

February and the 

Editorial Team would 

like to wish all our 

readers and contribu-

tors and very Happy 

Christmas! 

I s�ll have a few 

metal poppy pins 

inscribed with the 

dates 1918 and 

2018.   Some 

people were 

asking for them 

but poppy sellers didn't have any leE.   

Many people wear them all year round 

-  I do myself.  Apparently they are in 

great demand.   So if you would like one 

(cost £2) please get in touch at  01844 

291501 or jschramdejong@yahoo.co.uk  

Money, of course, will go to the Royal 

Bri�sh Legion. 

 Jennifer Schram de Jong  

Christmas Tree 
Fes+val 

You are all welcome to the Christmas 

Tree Fes�val Celebra�on Service at St 

Marys Church, Haddenham on 

Sunday December 9th at 6.30pm led 

by Andy Hardy. We invite you to bring 

family, friends and neighbours and 

especially those involved in the 

organisa�ons from our community, 

represented by the Christmas trees.  

Come and enjoy fes�ve singing 

amongst the gli.ering trees with the 

combined worship band from 

Haddenham and Cuddington.   Mulled 

wine/soE drinks to follow! 
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Aylesbury Vineyard 

Storehouse 

Christmas Hamper Appeal 

Cuddington is again suppor�ng this 

Appeal to help give those in need, in our 

area, an enjoyable Christmas, and to 

mark the season as a special �me of 

year. 

We need nice toiletries, small Christmas 

puddings and mince pies (unfortunately, 

not home-made), chocolates, especially 

selec�on boxes for children, and 

savoury items.  All these can be leF 

either in the Storehouse box at the back 

of St Nicholas Church, or purchased and 

placed in the Vineyard Storehouse tub in 

Cuddington Stores. 

 

Regular users of the Bernard Hall will have no�ced a number of changes this year.  

By spending the proceeds from the Village Picture House and other regular 

bookings, the commiKee has focused on making the hall a warmer place.  The 

original 1929 windows had become warped and draughty. These have now been 

replaced with perfect replicas, made by skilled local specialist Steve Bowman, and 

the thin torn 1970s curtains have been replaced with thick, lined and padded ones. 

An inspec�on of the hall by hea�ng engineers concluded that the exis�ng boiler 

and radiators were inadequate for the size of the space, so we decided to install a 

complete new central hea�ng system. This work was carried out in the summer. 

We hope these changes will mean everyone using the hall this winter will find it 

invi�ng and comfortable. 

These improvements required a substan�al financial commitment, but an 

applica�on to the fete commiKee resulted in a very generous dona�on, for which 

we would like to express our thanks both to the commiKee and to the village as a 

whole. Combined with a commercial booking from a film company working at 

Nether Winchendon House in October, the fete dona�on made the improvements 

possible.  

At our mee�ng in November, Chairman Markus Bolton thanked the commiKee for 

the work they do, but made special men�on of Zoe Gibson, who had that very week 

completed 25 years as bookings manager for the Bernard Hall. 

At our last mee�ng, Angela Sanderson 

shared with us her experiences on a trip 

to North Eastern India earlier this year.  

Star�ng in Calcu.a, cruising up the 

Brahmaputra river and travelling over-

land to a tea planta�on in the beau�ful 

foothills of the Himalayas, it was a 

wonderful journey and beau�fully 

illustrated with lovely photos.  Thank 

you, Angela, for giving us such an 

enjoyable talk. 
 

Our next mee�ng is on Tuesday, 11
th

 

December, 2.30 pm at the Playing Fields 

Clubhouse.  A light-hearted Christmas 

quiz will be followed by fes�ve 

refreshments and friendly social �me.  

For this mee�ng, there will be no fee 

but everyone is asked to bring a 

wrapped giE to the value of £2.00 for 

‘Secret Santa’.  New friends are 

especially welcome. 
 

Our first mee�ng of the New Year will 

be on Tuesday, 8
th

 January when our 

speaker will be Peggy Ca.ell. 

A typical Darjeeling tea planta�on 

Age UK launches this year’s 

campaign to support older 

people facing the challenges 

of later life alone 

 

As Age UK launches its No one should have no one to turn to campaign, new 

research has found that 2.65 million older people feel they have no one to turn 

to for help and support. The campaign has begun with a powerful film 

highligh�ng some challenges people oEen have to deal with in later life but 

which are so much harder to bear if you are alone. These include coping with 

bereavement, tackling loneliness, ge[ng the social care you need and managing 

health problems like demen�a.  

 

Age UK Buckinghamshire is encouraging people to support its campaign to help 

ensure that the Charity’s essen�al services, such as the free informa�on and 

advice, Befriending Plus and welfare benefits can con�nue to be there for older 

people facing the challenges of later life alone. To find out how you can support 

Age UK Buckinghamshire by dona+ng go to: www.ageukbucks.org.uk or call 

01296 431911. 

Tuesday Group 
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There are a busy couple of months at the Village Picture House 

over the Christmas period.  On Thursday 6th December we’ll 

be showing Antony & Cleopatra (cert. 15), broadcast live from 

the Na�onal Theatre, with Ralph Fiennes and Sophie Okonedo 

playing Shakespeare’s famous fated couple.  Caesar and his 

assassins are dead.  General Mark Antony now rules alongside 

his fellow defenders of Rome.  But at the fringes of a war-torn 

empire the Egyp�an Queen Cleopatra and Mark Antony have 

fallen fiercely in love…  “Spectacular.  Go and see it.  You won’t 

be sorry,” says The Times.  “Not to be missed.  Fiennes and 

Okonedo offer blazing star power,” says The Independent.  “An 

epic produc�on filled with passion,” says The Guardian. 

Then on Tuesday 11th December we’ll be showing Simon 

Callow’s cri�cally-acclaimed performance of Charles Dickens’ 

beloved seasonal tale A Christmas Carol (cert. U), reimagined 

especially for cinema.  Based on Dickens’s own performance 

adapta�on, Simon Callow and director Tom Cairns have creat-

ed a one-man theatrical extravaganza of fes�ve storytelling 

that’s both heart-warming and deeply moving.  “Beau�ful and 

magical ... Simon Callow is an absolute master,” says The 

Telegraph.  “Simon Callow charms in this cap�va�ng reimagin-

ing of Dickens’ classic tale of Ebenezer Scrooge,” says The 

Express.  “Callow’s engaging storytelling style means we are 

instantly drawn in to Dickens’s glorious seasonal fable of hope 

and redemp�on,” says The Guardian. 

On Wednesday 19th our Kids’ Club film to mark the start of the 

holidays is Incredibles 2 (cert. PG).  

Everyone’s favourite family of super-

heroes is back!  When a new villain 

hatches a brilliant and dangerous 

plot, the family and Frozone must 

find a way to work together again – 

which is easier said than done, even 

when they’re all Incredible…  

“Slaps�ck genius and a monstrously 

funny infant combine to conjure a 

magical second ou�ng for the super-

hero family,” says The Guardian.  “A 

wonderfully lively, wi.y affair with 

plenty of breakneck ac�on,” says The 

Independent.  “A hugely entertaining and oEen visually 

audacious Pixar superhero movie,” says The Times. 

Next, on 27th December, we’ll be showing Rodgers and Ham-

merstein’s unforge.able musical The King and I (cert. 12A).  

This mul�-award winning and cri�cally-acclaimed produc�on 

was captured live at London’s iconic Palladium Theatre.  In 

1860s Bangkok, an unconven�onal and tempestuous 

rela�onship develops between the King of Siam and Anna, a 

Bri�sh schoolteacher whom the modernist King, in an imperial-

is�c world, brings to Siam to teach his many wives and 

children.  With one of the finest scores ever wri.en including 

Whistle a Happy Tune, GeNng to Know You and Shall We 

Dance, this produc�on features a company of over fiEy world-

class performers.  “Five stars for a sumptuous King and I.  Book 

Now.  It’s a hit,” says The Times.  “Looks and sounds 

ravishing.  Complete rapture,” says The Telegraph.  “We 

leE the Palladium on a bright cloud of music – joyous!,” 

says The Daily Mail. 

Our first film of the New Year is tradi�onally a classic 

movie from the past, and this year, on 10th January, it 

will be Ben-Hur (cert. PG).  When Jewish prince Ben-Hur 

is betrayed and sent into 

slavery by a Roman friend, he 

regains his freedom and 

comes back for revenge.  

Charlton Heston and Jack 

Hawkins star in this epic 

movie from 1959 that won 

11 Oscars, now gloriously 

restored and remastered in 

high defini�on from the origi-

nal 65mm film footage.  

“Powerful and gripping … 

one of cinema’s greatest 

blockbusters,” says The 

Telegraph.  “Li.le comes 

close to cap�va�ng the grandeur and quality of William 

Wyler’s magnificent epic,” says Empire. 

On Tuesday 15th we’ll be showing The Tragedy of King 

Richard the Second (cert. 12A), broadcast live from the 

stage of the Almeida Theatre with Simon Russell Beale in 

the lead role.  Richard II, King of England, is irresponsible, 

foolish and vain.  His weak leadership sends his kingdom 

into disarray and his court into uproar.  Seeing no other 

op�on but to seize power, the ambi�ous Bolingbroke 

challenges the throne and the King’s divine right to rule. 

On 24th January our film will be King of Thieves (cert. 

15), the true story of the Ha.on Garden jewellery heist, 

in which a group of re�red criminals in their 60s and 70s 

made off with £14 million.  The all-star cast includes 

Michael Caine, Michael Gambon, Jim Broadbent, Tom 

Courtenay, Paul Whitehouse and Ray Winstone.  “Packed 

with fine performances from some of Bri�sh cinema’s 

best-loved names,” says The Independent.  “A wily cast of 

rough diamonds help this Ha.on Garden biopic shine,” 

says The Telegraph. 

On 31st January, we have a new play I’m Not Running 

(cert. 12A), broadcast live from the Na�onal.  Pauline 

Gibson has spent her life as a doctor, the inspiring leader 

of a local health campaign.  When she crosses paths with 

her old boyfriend, a stalwart loyalist in Labour Party 

poli�cs, she’s faced with an agonising decision.  What’s 

involved in sacrificing your private life and your peace of 

mind for something more than a single issue?  Does she 

dare? 

Looking ahead to February, on Thursday 14th we’ll be 

screening The Children Act, in which Emma Thompson 

stars as a high court judge who’s asked to rule on the 

case of a young boy, suffering from cancer, whose 

Jehovah’s Witness parents won’t allow him to undergo a 

blood transfusion. 

Visit the web page for more details of all features: 

www.cuddingtonvillage.com/cinema 
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Lewis John (nicknamed “Sonny” 1895 – 1967)  and Edith (1895 – 1965) Rose were 

notable Cuddington villagers.  Sonny married Edith Kate (nicknamed “Kit”), the 

youngest daughter of Frederick and Sarah Oakley of the “Three CoKages”, on the 

Lower Green, on Christmas Day 1914 at St Nicholas Church.  Both were 19 years 

old. 

 

As a young man Sonny had moved to London and learnt the skills of the drinks 

trade.  Over 6 feet tall and well built, he enlisted in the Coldstream Guards in 1916, 

fought in the trenches and was wounded in the cheek by schrapnel.  On one 

occasion the comrade next to him was killed and there were bullet holes in Sonny’s 

coat.  In 1918 he brought back his bayonet and kept it in a case as a memento. 

 

Sonny and Edith lived in Woodbine CoKage on the Lower Green, purchased from 

Colonel Bernard.  Edith humourously named the coKage aFer Sonny’s favourite 

brand of cigareKe.  At this stage of his life Sonny worked as a steward in the 

officers’ mess at Halton Camp.  He cycled each day to Halton – a journey of over an 

hour.  Eventually this proved �resome and the family moved to Weston Turville.  

However, in 1943 he was appointed landlord of The Crown in Cuddington.  (Their 

life in The Crown will be chronicled in the 

next ar�cle). 

 

Sonny shared the same interests as his 

mainly male customers.  He enjoyed 

shoo�ng, ferre�ng, fishing and garden-

ing on his 2 allotments.  There were 

frequent shoo�ng events at Notley 

Abbey.  He also reared geese and kept 

ferrets in the loF of an outhouse.  Sonny 

had an incurable weakness for any kind 

of sale.  His wife and daughters waited 

anxiously to see what he would bring 

home from his visits to Aylesbury.  His 

most exo�c purchase was a pianola 

which played songs like “I’m looking over 

a 4 leaf clover”.  Sonny oFen donned the 

uniform of Cuddington’s Robin Hood 

band in which he played the euphonium. 

 

Edith had a tough life.  As well as her domes�c du�es and serving in The Crown she 

bore 7 children.  Her first child sadly died while her husband was figh�ng in France.  

Later she had 5 daughters and a son.  Both the men in her life were soldiers in 

wars, as her son, Eric, served as an infantry man in World War II.  “Aunt Kit” as she 

was oFen affec�onately called, proved an asset in the village.  She was a volunteer 

midwife and was oFen responsible for “laying out” the deceased.  In later life she 

was frequently in pain.  Having fallen down the cellar she had to wear a surgical 

corset with steel fastenings.  In spite of the cracked bone in her spine, rheuma�sm 

and breathing difficul�es, she remained resilient and devoted to the welfare of her 

family and upkeep of The Crown. 

 

Sonny and Edith re�red in 1959 and returned to live in Woodbine CoKage.  Edith 

died there in 1965 aged 70.  Sonny remarked, “There goes my right arm”.  He never 

really recovered from his loss and died two years later.  Both their funeral services 

were held in St Nicholas Church followed by crema�on at Oxford.  FiNngly a single 

rose bush served as a commemora�on in the grounds of the crematorium.  It is 

pleasing to record that Sonny and Edith have a daughter, a grandson and a 

great-grandson living in the village. 

 

 Peter Wenham 

Our school, 

Cuddington and 

Dinton C of E 

School, is a huge 

credit and asset to 

the catchment 

area that it serves 

– which includes 

the villages of 

Chearsley, Nether 

Winchedon, Upton and Ford as well as 

Cuddington and Dinton themselves. 

In addi�on to the clear role that staff 

and parents play, much of the success 

of the school is down to the part that 

the Board of Governors also plays. In 

the case of our school the governors 

have played a pivotal role, along with 

staff and parents, in bringing about the 

successful changes that have taken 

place over the last 10-15 years and 

before that as well. 

Today we are very fortunate to have a 

highly dedicated, qualified and focused 

group of people who make up our 

Governing Body. We are an unusually 

large one (mainly as a result of the 

merger) and we benefit from the fact 

our full complement is 16 members; 

many schools of our size only have 12. 

There is, rightly, a steady turnover of 

governors as a result of terms of office 

finishing, parents moving on and staff 

leaving. This is very healthy and quite 

normal but it does mean that we are 

frequently seeking appropriate 

nomina�ons for new governors. And 

we are especially keen to have 

parishioners who do not necessarily 

already have a direct link with the 

school i.e. are not current parents or 

members of staff. 

This is a hugely important and very 

rewarding role so please give serious 

thought about considering it. If you are 

interested in finding out more about 

the role of a governor please contact 

the Headteacher, Mrs Kim Price, on 

01844 291206 or via email – 

head@cds.school or the Chair of 

Governors, Mr Giles Eco. via 

geco.@yahoo.co.uk 

Glimpses of Cuddington Past Becoming a 
School 
Governor 
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Approaching Remem-

brance Day,  the church 

was decorated with small 

arrangements   of laurel 

leaves, poppies and rose-

mary for remembrance 

and lighted candles with 

single poppies strewn on 

window sills and a wreath 

on the cross in the 

entrance porch.  We had 

nearly finished the church 

in �me for the Cuddington 

& Dinton School Infant’s  

Remembrance service 

when Angela Sanderson 

arrived with the new banner the Banner Group had been 

working on.   It was hung in the Memorial Chapel where it 

will remain permanently.   It is quite lovely, and the fact that 

it had been completed in �me for the children’s service and 

par�cularly the actual day of 100 years of Remembrance  

was just so special.  
 

 Jaap and I a.ended the Infant’s  Remembrance Service on 

the 7
th

 November,  and to see the banner, in the chapel with 

the names of the men who had died for us in the two world 

wars and one with the names of all the men who had served 

in these wars,  hanging there amongst the poppy 

arrangements with the candle lights burning,  was such a 

moving moment,  but there was more to come:  Graham  

Brant had made a delicate blood red stained glass poppy 

with its stem of barbed wire as his contribu�on to Jean 

Watson’s collec�on of poppies made by people from the 

village and beyond  to commemorate this special day.  All 

the poppies were lovely:  the poppies coloured by the 

children during the service on the no�ce board at the back,  

the poppies on the poppy cloth over the table in the 

Memorial Chapel,  all were lovely in their own way,   but to 

see Graham’s poppy  in all its  simplicity and symbolism,   lit 

up by candle light and standing on the shelf opposite the 

new poppy banner looked just amazing,  and together with 

the banner, has made our Memorial Chapel look quite 

perfect.   The school’s  remembrance service was taken by 

Canon Phil,  our Assistant Rector.   The first word he said on 

entering the church and looking around him was “Wow”!    It 

said it all.   Everyone had worked so hard in so many 

different ways,  and this li.le burst of apprecia�on meant so 

much to us all.    
 

The church was full for the school service.  The children 

behaved impeccably,  listening a.en�vely as Phil spoke to 

them about the significance of Remembrance and 

responding with enthusiasm to all  his ques�ons,  only I was 

leE speechless  for a moment (yes it is true) when he asked 

me to tell them about the war memorial.   They sang a 

special hymn quite beau�fully and then we all went outside 

to the War Memorial  where three children laid a wreath on 

behalf of the school;  they did this with respect  and in a way 

that would have been appropriate at the Cenotaph in 

Whitehall!   Thank you Phil and Cuddington & Dinton School 

Infants for such a moving service to begin  Remembrance 

Tide. 

(Con�nued from page 1) On Saturday aEer-

noon when Joseph 

and Naomi came to 

prac�ce their 

readings,  we took a 

li.le �me to go and 

lay crosses and say 

a prayer at the 

Commonwealth 

War Grave, in our 

church yard, of  Flt. 

Lt. Frederick Ridout 

who died in a flying 

accident while 

instruc�ng young 

pilots to fly gliders 

during the 2
nd

 

World War.   If you 

didn’t know this grave was in our church yard,  do go and see 

it. 
 

It has been seven years since the Act of Remembrance from 

the Service,  would take place outside at the War Memorial.   

Forecasts  were not encouraging but I told everyone it would 

be all right  -  although I did borrow the Gardening Club’s 

ar�ficial grass to lay the wreaths and crosses  on just in case.  

Why?   I had said my usual prayer and aEer a couple of dark 

clouds earlier in the morning,  the sun came out  - of course it 

did.   Jonathan took the service with an interes�ng sermon 

that was just right - not too long!!   Naomi Humphreys joined 

me in reading  two  beau�ful war poems;  Naomi  read 

beau�fully with great composure.   We then went outside to 

the War Memorial,  the children clutching their li.le crosses.    

The sun was shining brightly.  The church was full and even 

more people had come to join in the Act of Remembrance.   

Joseph Storey, who read with great confidence,  joined 

Lorraine Stevens from the parish council in reading out the 

names of men from Cuddington,  who had made the ul�mate 

sacrifice.  This year,  in addi�on to the Parish Council and 

children’s wreaths,  Helen Keeping laid a wreath for the 

church,   Denise Grayburn  laid a wreath for Thames Valley 

Police  and Jaap Schram de Jong laid a wreath for all the 

armed forces  who had fought and died or been severely 

wounded in conflicts throughout the world, for our peace and 

security  and for those who con�nue to fight  for Queen and 

country.  All the children laid a poppy cross next to the 

wreaths .  A two minutes silence was held and the Service 

ended with everyone singing the Na�onal Anthem.    
 

This Remembrance Tide has been a very emo�onal �me for 

so many people throughout the country all joining together 

to Remember.    The poppy collec�ons have taken place, and 

as soon as we have all the boxes and dona�ons in,  they will 

be counted and we will let you know the results  from our 

three villages:  Cuddington, Chearsley and Nether 

Winchendon.  The grand total will be put on the No�ce 

Boards and details published in the next Village Voice in 

February 2019. 
 

May I just say a big thank you to our  “Poppy Ladies”  for 

carrying out the collec�ons, to all of you who always donate 

so generously to the work of the Royal Bri�sh Legion  and to 

everyone who has made this year’s Remembrance Tide so 

very special,        

                                     A very big thank you and best wishes,      

Jennifer Schram de Jong 
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“Hope 
Smiles from the threshold of the year to come,  
Whispering 'it will be happier'...”  
― Alfred Lord Tennyson 

Dates for your Diary Christmas 
Events at the 
Picture House 
John Cooper has recently taken over 

from Markus Bolton as Chairman of 

the Village Picture House commi.ee. 

He sees one of his key roles as sup-

por�ng Chris Long in marke�ng the 

events which are put on so regularly in 

the Bernard Hall. John writes: 

"Elsewhere in Village Voice on page 8 

is our regular comprehensive 

descrip�on of events which are 

scheduled for the Picture House over 

the next three months. I would just 

like to single out two terrific special 

events coming up over the Christmas 

period. On Tuesday 11th December 

we shall be screening “A Christmas 

Carol” and we are also delighted to 

be given the opportunity to present 

the award winning “The King And I”, 

on Thursday 27th December. I really 

do commend both of these 

produc�ons to you. 
 

Our ability to con�nue to bring these 

special ‘live’ events does depend on 

aHrac�ng a good sized audience to 

the Bernard Hall. The distributors are 

less likely to offer us their premium 

events if �cket sales are low. 
 

At £10 per �cket, they are a real 

bargain compared with the price of 

West End �ckets and travel costs.  

So, I do hope you will support us over 

the coming months, so that we can 

con�nue to offer the very best 

produc�ons in our ‘special event’ 

repertoire". 

 John Cooper 

VALP update 
AVDC have posted the following update on the Vale of Aylesbury Local Plan on the 

14
th

 November.  

“Following the VALP hearing sessions in July 2018, the Inspector sent his 
interim findings. These are published as ED166 and ED166A.We raised 
various points in relation to the Inspector's interim findings, which are 
published as ED167, ED167A and ED167B.As set out in ED168, the 
Inspector is currently considering our points and following this, any further 
advice will be published.  

We understand from the Programme Officer that the Inspector's response is 
likely to be received before the end of November 2018. The response will 
then be published on the website as soon as possible after that. Once we 
have received the Inspector's response, we will be able to finalise our 
onward timetable including when the proposed modifications to the Plan will 
be published for public consultation. The timetable will also be published on 
the website once it is finalised” 

Fireworks 
This year’s display event made a fantas�c ne. profit for the Playing Fields of  

£1,128.44  This was made up of: Glo S�cks - £381.00, BBQ – £406.20, Mulled 

Wine –  £111.67, Tombola – £103.00 and Collec�on – £126.57  

December 

Monday 3
rd

 2pm     Sunshine Club Bring & Buy in Tyringham Hall,  

Monday 3
rd

  7.30pm  Gardening Club, An ikebana demonstra�on by 

     Ruriko Kojima, Playing Fields Clubhouse.  

Monday 3
rd

 7.30pm  ‘The Hiding Place’, St Nicholas Church 

Wednesday 5
th

 8.00pm Book Club at Playing Fields Clubhouse,  

Thursday 6
th

 7.00pm  Village Picture House-NT Live ‘Antony and Cleopatra’,  

Monday 10
th

 1.00pm      Sunshine Club Christmas Party, Bernard Hall,  

Monday 10
th 

7.30pm  Parish Council Mee�ng, Bernard
 
Hall,  

Tuesday 11
th

 2.30pm Tuesday Club, Christmas Quiz and Refreshments, 

     Playing Fields Clubhouse 

Tuesday 11
th

 8.00pm Village Picture House-CinemaLive ‘A Christmas Carol’,  

Wednesday 19
th

 2.00pm Village Picture House ‘Incredibles 2’,  

Sunday 23
rd

 4.30pm  ‘Jesus – The Indescribable GiF’, Cuddington 

     Methodist Church,  

Thursday 27
th

 7.00pm Village Picture House, captured live ‘The King and I’, 

January 

Tuesday 8
th

 2.30pm  Tuesday Club, Playing Fields Clubhouse, 

     Speaker: Peggy Ca.ell 

Wednesday 9
th

 8.00pm Book Club at Playing Fields Clubhouse,  

Thursday 10
th

 7.00pm Village Picture House – ‘Ben-Hur’ 

Monday 14
th

 7.30pm Cuddington Gardening Club, Annual Social, 

     with lasagne and salad 

Monday 14
th

 7.30pm Parish Council Mee�ng, Bernard
 
Hall,  

Tuesday 15
th

 7.00pm Village Picture House-NTLive ‘Richard II’ 

Thursday 24
th

 8.00pm Village Picture House – ‘King of Thieves’ 

Thursday 31
st

 7.00pm Village Picture House-NTLive ‘I’m S�ll Running’ 
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Services at St. Nicholas 
(Churchwardens: Helen Keeping 291635 and 

James Stonham 292221)  

December/January 
 

2nd/6th  10.00 am   HOLY COMMUNION
   

9th/13th 10.00 am   ALL-AGE GIFT 
    SERVICE  
 

16th/20th 10.00 am   HOLY COMMUNION
   

23rd/27th 10.00 am   MORNING WORSHIP 

30th      NO SERVICE 

 

Opportunities for praying together in church are 

each Thursday at 9.00 a.m.  

 

Methodist Chapel services are: 
1st and 2nd Sunday in the month 10.30am - 12.00  
3rd, 4th and (5th) evening service at 5.30pm. 

Cuddington and Dinton C of E School 

 

Vision and 

Values 

 

 

Our Vision 

‘Let your light shine’ Ma.hew 5:16 is 

central to all that we do as a Chris�an 

school community. We work together to 

nurture the well-being, learning and 

development of everyone, empowering all 

to shine as individuals through clearly 

understood values and behaviour, founded 

in the Chris�an faith. 

Our Values 

• To show respect for each other 

• To demonstrate the Chris�an ethos of 
love 

• To be resilient, confident and determined 
to do the best we can in all things 

• To demonstrate trust in our dealings with 
others 

• To show integrity and honesty in all our 
ac�ons 

• To have belief that we can all achieve 
success and excellence that contributes to 
our Chris�an community 


