May 2018

Cuddington Fête

14th July

Madrigals from the Tower

STOP PRESS
GRAND AUCTION TOP PRIZE kindly donated by Sherry Scott: a week in a gîte in
the grounds of the Chateau La Corne
vineyard !

Allez, allez, l’escargot
Your common garden snail needs to be
extracted from your garden on Fête day,
kept in a moist environment and brought
to the Bernard Hall to be numbered.
The race takes place on a circular damp
tablecloth with painted on rings and the
fastest snail to get to the outer perimeter
is the winner… there may have to be a number of heats throughout the afternoon.
All competing snails will need names...Gerard, Napoleon, Prince Louis!
More information and race
application forms coming in June’s
edition…

St. Nicholas Church, Cuddington

Bank Holiday Monday
7th May, 9.30am
In aid of

Response to the Neighbourhood Plan
At the village meeting on 18th April questions were raised about the ability of an
approved (‘made’) Neighbourhood Plan (NP) to resist challenges from developers
promoting housing on land not identified in the NP.
There are two main issues; consistency of the NP with the District Local Plan and
the availability of enough housing for the next 5years (called the 5 year land
supply).
The NP needs to be consistent with the Local Plan (in our case the Vale of
Aylesbury Local Plan (VALP)) and it is part of the approval process that this is
confirmed. Therefore, once approved, the NP cannot be challenged on this point
provided that the planning authority (currently AVDC) have correctly reviewed the
NP. By employing an independent planning consultant to assist us in the
preparation of the NP we will be checking that this process is completed and is
legally sound.
The other issue that can invalidate a NP is the availability of housing land. The
planning authority are obliged by law to maintain a housing supply of at least 5
years.
(Continued on page 3)
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Everyone welcome!

Messy Church
4pm Sunday 27th May
Phil Groves and his team welcome
everyone, especially those with young
children, to St Peter and Paul, Dinton
for our regular Messy Church service –
a time to make craft, enjoy fellowship
and learn about God.

‘Ringing the Changes’
We peal in muffled sadness
For loved ones laid to rest
Did you hear the sound of half-muffled bellringing on Sunday evening in mid-April? Ringers from several towers came
together in a specially arranged tribute to John Keates on the eve of his funeral. For many years, before he became
unwell, John had rung at Cuddington teaching and passing on his skills to many. By tying a leather pad to one side of the
clapper a haunting effect like an echo replaces the usual joyful tones. We do this on Remembrance Sunday and at times
of national or local sadness.
We ring with joyous gladness
When man and wife are blessed
On the morning of the royal wedding Cuddington bells, like many others, will be ringing. A full peal is planned. This
involves nearly three hours of ringing without any breaks, rests, or refreshments for the bellringers. The bells will each
ring about 5000 times. Each time the eight bells sound the order will change, and every time the order will be different.
Hence the expression “ringing the changes”.
We call, from tower and steeple,
To worship, prayer and praise
It is a delight and pleasure to ring our lovely tuneful eight bells broadcasting our unique form of music across the
countryside. When you hear their timeless message, wherever you are, reflect on the joys and sorrows of those around us
and praise God who cares for us and is always with us whether in times of joy or sorrow. His love for us never changes.
James Stonham
Quotations from a hymn by Henry Charles Wilder

Evening Services CTiH Ascension Day
Service
In the Benefice
Gather together at 6pm on
Coombe Hill, Wendover,
Friday 11th May for a short
service followed by fun and
games.

Many people welcome the opportunity to try different
services, in different surroundings; and these are the
evening services taking place in May.

Thursday 10th May, 6.30 pm at St Peter and Paul, Dinton
Ascension Day Communion Service, led by Margot Hodson

Bring your own picnic and
enjoy an evening of
Fellowship.

Sunday 13th May, 4.00 pm at St Peter and Paul, Dinton
Evensong, led by Raymond Medhurst
Sunday 13th May, 6.30 pm at St Mary’s, Haddenham
Praise Service, led by Phil Groves
Sunday 20th May, 6.30 pm, at St Mary’s, Haddenham
Wellspring, led by Trish Mander, with Tricia Stradling
preaching

Spare time?
Calling all volunteers – if you have some spare
time and would like to make St. Nicholas Church even more
lovely than it is; please contact Rosemary Bradbury (290249 /
rosemary.bradbury@btinternet.com ), and arrange to do some
light cleaning once a month.
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Christian Aid Week in Cuddington

(Continued from page 1)
This means that there must be enough approved planning
applications to meet the predicted 5-year demand for
housing.
Until very recently AVDC did not have a 5-year land supply
but they say that they do now. This will be tested at the
forthcoming examination of VALP later this year and we
should know by the end of the year if the AVDC figures
have been accepted by the Government’s planning
inspector.
At the village meeting an example was given of an
approved NP in South Oxfordshire that been unable to
resist a legal challenge from developers. It is believed that
this was a reference to the Henley NP:http://www.henleystandard.co.uk/news/henley-onthames/114022/so-are-our-neighbourhood-plans-wortheven-the-paper-they-re-printed-on-at-huge-expense.html
In this case the District Council had failed to demonstrate
even a 3-year housing supply and this meant that
developers could argue that there was a need to find
additional land for housing and apply for planning
approvals on land not identified in the NP.
What this case illustrates (as did the problems with the
Haddenham NP) is that in Cuddington we are reliant on
AVDC to a) properly check the NP and b) deliver a 5-year
land supply.
We are hopeful that the programme for the Cuddington
NP will avoid the problems experienced in South
Oxfordshire. Assuming an 18-month timeframe for the NP,
by the time we are seeking approval of the NP we should
have the benefit of an adopted local plan (VALP) and an
agreed 5-year land supply. This will give us confidence that
the Cuddington NP will be able to resist challenges from
developers.

Easter Panto
St. Nicholas church was
full on Easter Monday
for our annual Easter
panto. It was a
thoroughly enjoyable
event as we watched the
men of Cuddington (and
local villages) dressed up
as pirates, help tell the
Easter story. The performances were excellent and the
ad-libbing perfectly timed (they only get two rehearsals!).
Come and see them next year as knights in shining
armour!

On Sunday 13th May we welcome
a speaker from Christian Aid to our
all-age service at St Nicholas
Church at 10am and afterwards for
refreshments.
There’ll be opportunities to donate at the Wednesday evening
screening, in the Bernard Hall, of Gershwin’s ‘An American in
Paris’.
On Thursday evening from 5 to 8pm our Bring and Buy will be at
Wellfield House, Spurt Street (please enter through the side gate,
up the drive to the right of the house). The usual popular plant
stall, cake stall, Bric a Brac and refreshments will be
supplemented by a Toy Stall to cater for our young families. We
welcome any donations of plants (which can be left by the side
gate) and Toys and Bric a Brac (in the front porch).
To conclude our week - after the Royal Wedding on Saturday 19th
May, we are planning a Royal Tea Party in church.
There will be a tempting choice of homemade sandwiches,
scones and cakes as well as your choice of teas/coffees to
celebrate the Royal event in style.
Bring the whole family as well.

‘The responsible dog
walker’
It’s been a long wet winter and farmers have had difficult
lambing conditions. Ewes and their lambs are now enjoying the
Spring grass and it is a pleasure to see so many people and their
dogs enjoying the glorious footpaths we have around
Cuddington.
An incident occurred this week at Ridgebarn Farm that I wanted
to tell you about as it demonstrates the importance of good
communication if things don’t go quite according to plan.
A very well- behaved dog suddenly and uncharacteristically took
it upon itself to chase one of the lambs and chase it to the point
that the lamb collapsed. The owner was mortified and retrieved
the dog and hurried home. The incident was not observed and
they could have easily said nothing but they didn’t.
They telephoned immediately and explained all that had
happened, apologised profusely and offered to pay any
compensation if needed. It meant that throughout the day we
were able to check on that lamb and feel nothing but gratitude to
that walker for their responsible actions and not be perplexed
and not understand the cause of death or injury had it occurred.
I am delighted to report that the lamb is fine.
Should you see or experience anything untoward in any of fields
where there are livestock do please get in touch as this
responsible dog-walker did.
Many thanks,
Milly Soames, Ridgebarn Farm, Cuddington
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Greener Cuddington
Cuddington Vertebrate Watch 2018
On the weekend of May 19th and 20th, the 7th
Cuddington Vertebrate Watch will take place.
Currently 12 residents are taking part, which is great,
but we really need some more people from the
Dadbrook (south) side as most of us are on the lower
end of the village.
Volunteers will spend some time watching their garden, or
another open area, for birds and other vertebrates, logging
what they see. The results are returned to me and I produce a
report showing what has been spotted in different parts of the
village and how the results compare to previous years. The
survey is sent to the British Trust for Ornithology and we are
building a good picture of wildlife, particularly birds, in our
village. If you would like to take part, please let me know by
email and I will supply you with a sheet that explains the event
along with a list of creatures. You can see previous results and
reports on the village website under the Greener Cuddington.
Making Your Voice Heard With Thames Water:
Our water and sewage supplier, Thames Water, has published
its draft 25-year resourcing plan which you can read and offer
your opinion on at https://haveyoursay.thameswater.co.uk/
engagement/shape-your-water-future/
The Plan itself is rather long: there is a summary, but many
related documents which are a lot of reading, however it is
available for those prepared to really understand what is being
proposed. The summary will give most of us a broader
understanding, and it really is in everyone’s interests to
understand what is being planned as it will affect everyone.
We take clean water in our taps for granted, but it is not
guaranteed if resource planning isn’t good! One concern is
that the company says it is not going ahead with a new
reservoir in Oxfordshire, in which case there is no spare
capacity in the event of a serious drought.
And as for dealing with our liquid waste, in 2013, the company
managed to completely pollute the River Thame which is still
far from recovering: it could happen again – again, there are
no guarantees.
To respond to the resource plan consultation, you can
complete the response questionnaire, but again, this takes
quite a lot of time and work. Thames Water and the Secretary
of State have to ensure that all responses to the consultation
are read and responded to, so you can email
consultations@thameswater.co.uk with your own personal
response: refer to the Draft Water Resources Management
Plan 2019.
Some of the issues that do not seem to be well covered are:
Leakage repair – the company keeps missing targets, is fined
but continues to miss them. This is serious – if they were fixed,
the pressure on water supply would ease.
Badly connected or mis-connected drains are not being dealt
with sufficiently and Thames Water is the worst performer.
Investment in infrastructure: far more is needed than
proposed to create a resilient water and sewage system.
(NB. Currently the deadline is April 29th, which will have gone,
but there may be an extension.)
Doug Kennedy
Doug@doug-kennedy.com

Evesham Outing
Tuesday, 22nd May
Visitors are welcome to join us on this scenic round trip to the
Vale of Evesham, stopping off at Moreton-in-Marsh for coffee
and the popular market (see below), then on to Evesham
Country Park for lunch and shopping.

Coach departs Cuddington Upper Green at 9.30am aiming to
arrive home around 5pm. Pick-up also in Chearsley. Cost £10
(coach only). To book, phone Thelma Parry, 01844 291 075.

Cuddington Tennis Club
Congratulations to
Amelie Brooks!
Amelie is a junior
member of the club and
works hard to improve
her game both here in
Cuddington and at
Halton Tennis Club.
At the end of March she
played in the Braga
Open in Portugal where she not only reached the Final of the
U12 Girls’ Singles but also the Final of the U12 Girls’ Doubles.
The Braga Open is one of the tournaments that make up
Tennis Europe U12 events so this is a real feather in her cap
and hopefully a sign of great things to come.
If you are under 18 and would like to have a taste of Amelie’s
success then start by joining the club and take it from there.
Please contact the Chairman (charles.sanderson7@gmail.com)
or the Secretary Sarah Owen (sowendinton@gmail.com)
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Annual Village Meeting
Ken Birkby, as Chairman of the Parish Council, welcomed 76
parishioners and local councillors to the Cuddington Annual
Village Meeting on Wednesday 18th April in the Bernard Hall.
He explained that as Chairman he was required to hold the
meeting but that it was not part of any formal or binding
parish process, but was simply an opportunity for people to
hear about matters affecting the village and to give individuals
the opportunity to comment and ask questions. There were
lots of inputs from various village organisations and plenty of
questions!
Cllr Paul Irwin, Bucks County Council, and Cllr Judy Brandis,
AVDC, both gave updates on the possible move to a new
unitary authority as well as commenting on the proposed east
west Expressway options. They explained that one of the big
advantages of a unitary authority, quite apart from significant
cost savings, was to bring housing and transport under a single
body as opposed to the current split between two authorities.
Ken Trew, seen here ,one of our own
Parish Councillors, explained that the
decision had been made to undertake a
Neighbourhood Plan and that this was not
only a very desirable process to give an
element of control to the village on
planning matters, but also that it was a
very democratic process.
The Sunshine Club bi-monthly Matinee film
shows were a great success and in talking
about it Sherry Scott encouraged everyone to support the
club’s fund-raising events; she also said that they were always
ready to welcome new members as well as helpers!
Three of this year’s Fête Committee donned striped shirts, red
berets and onion strings to promote the French-themed Fête
being held on 14th July, Bastille Day!
Karen Clayton, supported by Janine Humphreys and Ken Trew,
gave an outline to the day and asked for help with the
provision of prizes (of all sizes!) as well as practical help.

Witchert Chorale
Our well known local choir,
the Witchert Chorale has
been welcoming May Day
from the tower at St
Nicholas’s for several years
now. It’s been a busy time
for the choir which draws
members principally from Haddenham and surrounding
villages (including Jessica Ecott and Richard Winnicott from
Cuddington), and late April saw them taking part in the
renowned Brandenburg Festival Concert season at St Paul’s
Covent Garden. St Paul’s is famous as the ‘actor’s church’ and
its walls are decorated with some of the great names of screen
and theatre, including Vivien Leigh (once resident at Notley
Abbey), Charlie Chaplin and Boris Karloff. The Witchert
choristers performed a varied programme including devotional
classics like William Byrd’s Mass for four voices, Taverner’s The
Lamb and the haunting contemporary piece Northern Lights by
the young Norwegian composer Ola Gjeilo.

“Members of the Fête Committee”
Karen also said that it would be a
sunny day - as usual!
Chris Long gave an up-date on the Village Picture House and
indicated that although it continued to be a great success the
attendance numbers were likely to be down a bit on last year.
He also gave an up-date on the village’s website –
www.cuddingtonvillage.com – and said that the site, now 7 ½
years old, had 282 “members” – individuals who had signed up
for areas on interest. He encouraged web page editors to keep
their sections up-to-date and for individuals to sign up for
information; by doing so people get an email informing them
of an activity or event in their particular area e.g. a concert.
Laura Ewers made a plea for people to support the Club bar as
the income from that provided very valuable funds for
maintaining the clubhouse. She outlined many of the activities
undertaken by the CPFA not least of which was on-going
maintenance work.
It is now over 20 years since the church conducted a survey
asking the village what they would like of the church; “a village
newsletter” was the resounding reply! Helen Keeping, who
heads up the editorial team, asked that people and
organisations should continue to contribute both regular as
well as occasional items - after all, Village Voice is for the
village!
Ken Birkby thanked Charles and Angela Sanderson for the
work that they had done on the footpath network and
for their report which was presented to the meeting.
By 9.30pm Ken felt we had all heard enough and said enough,
closed the meeting and opened the bar – and much valuable
community fellowship followed!
Footnote: full minutes of the meeting appear as an insert to
this edition of Village voice and will be on the website.
If you are interested in joining the Neighbourhood Plan
Steering Group, please get in touch at
cuddingtonpc@gmail.com

Brandenburg Artistic Director Bob Porter said that Witchert’s
presence was “part of an evening demonstrating two of the
most contrasting types of music” the festival had ever hosted.
Witchert shared the
evening with the
‘Brotherhood of the
Cross and Star Christ
Natural Choir’ based
in Elephant and
Castle and led by
Olumba Olumba Obu.
This spiritual group at times musters two hundred members
and has appeared on the BBC’s ‘Choir of the Year’ as well as on
‘Britain’s Got Talent’. Perhaps Witchert’s musical director
David Quinn will set his sights on similar TV stardom for our
local choristers.
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The programme for May at the Village Picture House begins
on Thursday 10th with
Shakespeare’s most intense and
terrifying tragedy Macbeth
(cert. 15), to be broadcast live
from the National Theatre. In
the ruined aftermath of a
bloody civil war the Macbeths,
ruthlessly fighting to survive,
are propelled towards the
crown by forces of elemental
darkness. This new production
directed by Rufus Norris sees
Rory Kinnear and Anne-Marie
Duff return to the National to
play Macbeth and Lady
Macbeth. “Rory Kinnear and
Anne-Marie Duff give intelligent, angst-ridden performances,”
says Radio Times. “Norris’s production excels in atmosphere
and visuals. It’s dark,” says The Independent. “Anne-Marie
Duff as Lady Macbeth makes every word vibrate with
high-tension significance,” says The Financial Times.
Then on Wednesday 16th May at 7.30 pm we’ll be screening
An American in Paris (cert. 12A), captured live at the
Dominion Theatre, London. This breathtakingly beautiful Tony
Award-winning Broadway musical, inspired by the Oscar
winning MGM film, tells the impassioned story of
discovering love in the ‘City of
Light’. It features the
gorgeous music and lyrics of
George and Ira Gershwin, with
hits like ’S Wonderful, They
Can’t Take That Away From
Me and I Got Rhythm. Jerry
Mulligan is an American GI
striving to make it as a painter
in a city suddenly bursting
with hope and possibility.
Following a chance encounter
with a beautiful young dancer
named Lise, the streets of
Paris become the backdrop to
a sensuous, modern romance of art, friendship and love in the
aftermath of war...

With stunning designs and show-stopping choreography, the
show has received a record-setting 28 five-star reviews from
critics. “Full of dance, romance and glorious Gershwin,” says
The Sunday Times. “I would beg, borrow or steal to see it all
again,” says The Financial Times. “This spectacularly ravishing
show has rhythm, romance and razzle-dazzle,” says The Mail
on Sunday.
On 24th May, our film will be The Greatest Showman (cert.
PG), starring Hugh Jackman
and Zac Efron. It’s New York
in the mid-1800s. When P.T.
Barnum loses his job after the
company’s bankruptcy, he
sets out to finally give his
family the life he promised
them by reinventing himself as
“The Greatest Showman”. He
starts putting together a
circus, trying to create a show
like nobody’s ever seen
before. But for a unique
show, he’ll need unique
performers unafraid to stand
out – after all, no-one ever
made a difference by being like everyone else... This film
grabbed the UK top spot in its sixth week of release (pushing
aside Darkest Hour), something no film has ever done before.
“Pure musical entertainment of a sumptuous vintage,” says
Radio Times. “Jackman proves himself a very reliable musical
trouper ... he brings tremendous zest to the role,” says The
Independent.
Looking ahead to June, on Thursday 7th we’ll be showing the
Oscar and BAFTA-winning Darkest Hour, with Gary Oldman
outstanding as Prime Minister Winston Churchill in 1940. On
14th June our film will be The Post, in which the publisher and
editor of the Washington Post fight to get the Pentagon
Papers – classified documents about a US government
cover-up of its actions in Vietnam – published. Finally, on
28th June, we’ll be screening Finding Your Feet: Imelda
Staunton, Celia Imrie, Timothy Spall and Joanna Lumley star in
this comedy drama about a middle class, judgmental snob
who discovers her husband has been having an affair with her
best friend.
Visit the web page for more details of all features:
www.cuddingtonvillage.com/cinema

Thy Kingdom Come
Ladies Breakfast

The Bernard Hall AGM
Monday 21st May at 8pm
in the village hall.
Everyone is welcome.
Please come and join us and hear what's been going on in
your Village Hall over the past year.

Saturday 12th May at St Nicholas Church, Cuddington - 9.30am.
Come and join us for a delicious breakfast and hear our speaker
Ann Persson share her journey of faith with us.
(The next "Mums’ Breakfast" will be after half term date TBC).
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Many of the Guild
members also teach or
work to commission
and the shop offers an
ideal place to discuss
The Buckinghamshire Craft Guild opens a new Guild Shop at classes or a personal
Layby Farm, Stoke Mandeville
order face to face.
Thirty-one professional craftspeople from across Bucks make The Buckinghamshire
up the Buckinghamshire Craft Guild, one of whom is
Craft Guild shop is a
Cuddington glass artist Jessica Ecott. Together they run the
voice for Bucks artists
new Buckinghamshire Craft Guild Shop at Layby Farm, Stoke
and makers in the
Mandeville, where they sell their work and demonstrate their Guild: a place to share
craft skills to visitors. The shop opens from Tuesday to Sunday their passion and
with daily demonstrations by the Buckinghamshire Craft Guild expertise, where work
members, bringing the work on sale to life.
passes directly from
The Buckinghamshire Craft Guild Shop offers a unique
the hand of the maker
shopping experience with Guild members putting their skills
into the hand of the
on show alongside their work. Visitors are welcome to
buyer.
browse and chat, watch new work appearing in the hands of
The Guild offers a warm welcome along with a rich and direct
the makers and to buy work knowing that each piece comes
insight into the making of the craft and artwork on display.
from a local craftsperson eager to share their story. There are Visitors can rest assured that the varied and beautiful work on
two people demonstrating each day, the stock changes
display is entirely local, hand made and exclusive.
frequently and, although the Guild maintains scrupulously
high standards, prices are very reasonable, beginning at a few Opening Hours: Tues – Sat 10-4pm, Sun 12-4pm
pounds for small items.
Buckinghamshire Craft Guild Shop
The Buckinghamshire Craft Guild founders selected the Guild Layby Farm, Old Risborough Road,
membership from a wide range of local craftspeople and
Stoke Mandeville, Bucks
artists working at the highest professional standards including HP22 5XJ
members with work in national collections at home and
01296 821218
abroad. On any day in the shop you might find a stonemason, http://www.buckinghamshirecraftguild.co.uk
potter, textile artist or glass artist at work. Perhaps a jeweller
will be creating cufflinks alongside a printmaker cutting a new Follow us on Facebook and Instagram as ‘Buckinghamshire
woodblock or a cabinetmaker cutting dovetails.
Craft Guild’

Buckinghamshire
Craft Guild

The Banner Group
This November the country will be marking the centenary of
the end of the First World War, and Remembrance Sunday
will be even more poignant than it normally is.
In recognition of this our little group (and it has become a
very little group) will be making a Poppy Banner to hang in
the Memorial Chapel in St Nicholas Church.
We have just six months to complete this project, and
because we are now such a small group we are looking for
some help! Basic sewing skills are useful but not essential,
wielding a pair of sewing scissors is very helpful, but above all
an enthusiastic approach and willingness to help will be
greatly appreciated.
We are getting together for an initial discussion about the
project on Wednesday, 2nd May at 7.30pm at Wellfield
House, Spurt Street, so if you would like to know more about
our group and the Poppy Banner project then do please come
and join us.
If you are unable to come that evening, but would like to
know more please telephone Angela Sanderson on 291626 or
e-mail me at asanderson@waitrose.com
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Knock Knock
written and performed by Niv Petel
The Bernard Hall Saturday 12th May 7.30pm
(doors open 7pm)

How would you raise your child, if you knew that one day,
their turn will come to hold a rifle?

Knock Knock tells the story of an Israeli single mother
who works as a liaison officer in the army. Her job is to
knock on doors and to inform families that their sons or
daughters have been killed in the battle. When the time
comes for her own only son to wear the army uniform,
she faces a life-changing dilemma.

Marathon success for
Kirsty!
Congratulations to Cuddington
resident Kristy Mitchell-Parnham,
who raised £3,000 for CLIC Sargent
running the London Marathon on
Sunday 22nd April.
In just under 5.5hours she
completed the hottest marathon
on record and STILL looked fresh
as a daisy!
“For some reason the London
Marathon has always been on my
list of 'things to do' and have applied through the ballot for
the last three or four years. This year, after being unsuccessful
with the ballot again, I decided to approach some charities
and try to gain a spot that way. After a few emails a charity
called CLIC Sargent offered me a space on their team and so in
November my training started.
I'd always been someone who was active and fit, having run
cross country at school and represented Middlesex at County
and National level in swimming, but ignorantly never even
imagined how training for a marathon would take over my
life.
Winter training was bleak, and running in the cold and dark
wasn't the easiest start to training. I didn't run throughout
December and into early January as I thought I'd broken my
ankle (falling off a curb in Italy) and so come mid Jan when I
got back to it I felt very behind with my training.

Based on real events, and with a lot of humour, this
physical mono-drama is using a unique point of view to
cut through the thick curtain of politics and tell a story
about parenthood, love and sacrifice.
Since the successful run at the Edinburgh Festival
Fringe 2017, winning the Three Weeks Editor's
Award and getting fantastic 5 stars reviews across the
board, the show has been touring the UK
including Synagogues, Universities and schools, two runs
in the West End recently and a future run in Hong Kong
later this year.
Elaine English and CYD saw this show at the Edinburgh
Fringe last August, and were so impressed that they
determined to bring the performance to Cuddington…
Tickets are £12 for adults and £6 for under 16s from
Cuddington Shop, online at
www.cuddingtonvillage.com/arts or on the door subject to
availability. Enq please phone 01844 299 150

I work 12-13 hour days in a busy Industry so trying to juggle
work, home and training was hard work but I was determined
to make it work. Lunchtimes and after work runs became the
norm and Saturday and Sunday mornings were dedicated to
longer runs, eventually reaching 20 mile runs late March.
I've been very fortunate to have a very supportive boyfriend
in David, who has had to spend a lot of evenings/weekends on
his own yet always made sure whatever time I'd get home I'd
have dinner on the table, and fantastic friends, family and
work colleagues who helped me raise over £3000 and gave up
their Sunday to cheer me round the course.
I think I've got the bug and I'm already looking for my next
challenge!”

Tuesday Group
At the meeting on 10th April a quiz provided the opportunity
for all to participate.
Members were told that the answers were in some way
connected with Spring. Some members had difficulties, but
all thoroughly enjoyed the challenge and there were some
very high marks. The quiz was followed by tea and cakes and
time for general chat.
At next month’s meeting on 8th May, to coincide with the live
broadcast of the National Theatre’s Macbeth two days later,
Peggy Cattell will give a short talk on the relationship
between Macbeth and his wife.
Everyone is welcome to attend, the meeting starts at 2.30 in
the Playing Fields Clubhouse.
The meeting fee is £2.00 and includes tea and cake.
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Events to come:
14th May: Roger Umpelby’s talk is entitled: “Useful, beautiful
and unloved, an alternative look at weeds.”
At the April meeting, members enjoyed an
24th May: Workshop at Penns Nursery on creating a Hanging
entertaining talk by Edwin and Pam Rye on “Seasonal Plants
Basket or planted pot - N.B. Date change
with a bit of colour thrown in!” In fact, there was a great deal Please remember plants for our fête stall and also for the
of wonderful colour “thrown in”, Edwin’s talk being illustrated Christian Aid stall on 17th May at Wellfield House
by the plants themselves in flower, by picked flowers and/or
large photographs which we could pass around.
With Spring (or is it Summer?) trying hard to appear, it is
Here are just a few highlights:
lovely to enjoy some sun out in the garden; today it’s a bit
A characteristic shared by many of the plants Edwin spoke of
windy at Bindweed Park so I’m in my greenhouse, but good
was the ease with which they can be grown and their good
nevertheless! With fuchsias from Derek Dexter still on the
value for money. Take Iris unguicularis (formerly Iris stylosa): it window sill wanting to go outside, and plants at the garden
loves dry, poor soil. Shove it next to a wall in full sun and it will centre pleading with me to buy them, I have to remind myself
flower its head off. Then there’s the Pasque flower (Pulsatilla that late frosts are still possible so take care! Thelma,
vulgaris). Although it looks tender, the purple form is actually however, has planted up the BKV garden with hardy primulas
a British native and grows in meadows near Royston in
- thank you Thelma! My magnolia stelate is still flowering!
Cambridgeshire. A very good do-er is the polyanthus Primula
Wrap up and keep warm and enjoy your gardening.
‘Gold Lace’, which produces beautifully contrasting, deep
With best wishes Jennifer
mahogany to black blooms with a delicate golden “lace” edge;
If dead-headed it will bloom from August onwards and can
easily be split to make more plants when it finishes flowering.
Another theme for winter interest was evergreen plants or
plants with interesting winter foliage. Cyclamen hederifolium
with its marbled, ivy-shaped leaves (which follow its autumn
flowers) provides attractive ground cover for the winter
months. Many evergreen shrubs also reward us with
deliciously scented winter flowers over a long flowering
season, like Daphne odora, Sarcococca with its tiny, very
fragrant white flowers, Mahonia japonica’s lily-of-the-valley
scented flowers still flowering after starting in October; the
birds love its black berries which follow the flowers. Edwin
explained that many winter-flowering shrubs are so fragrant
because they have to work harder to attract what few
pollinators are about in winter/early spring.
One of Edwin’s many good tips was that the plants you have in
your garden are not as important in themselves as the way in
which you combine them. Ligularia dentata, whose attractive
bronze-tinted leaves with their shiny, magenta undersides are
already emerging, makes a good foil for tulip “Queen of the
Night”. Edwin particularly recommends the variety ‘Marie Britt
Crawford’ (incidentally, many suppliers sell this as ‘Britt Marie
Crawford’. The RHS has both versions!). Its yellow or orange,
daisy-like flowers are borne in summer, but the same impact
of contrasting dark foliage and orange/yellow flowers can
already be achieved now by planting it together with
Sunshine Club Matinee Cinema presents
Doronicum. Edwin recommends ‘Leonardo’ as a shortish form.
‘Lion’ starring Dev Patel, Nicole Kidman
If deadheaded, it will continue to produce its yellow daisy-like
and Rooney Mara, at The Bernard Hall on
flowers until June/July, just right for Ligularia’s own flowers to
Monday 21st May at 1.30pm (doors open 1pm).
take over!
This intelligent, heartfelt film is the true story of a foundling
Anyone who missed the talk might like to know the money
Indian boy, estranged from his home village and growing up
Edwin receive for his talks goes towards a project he and Pam
far from home, who locates his mother years later.
support in South Africa, which provides a creche and
Big screen, comfortable seats. Tea and cake at the interval
after-school club for 75 shanty-town children. The school
included in the price £5/£4 (conc).
enables parents to work full-time, while the children benefit
All welcome.
from having a meal and somewhere to do their homework
undisturbed, play games or pursue pastimes such as drama or
To book phone 01844 291 526 – or on the door subject to
pottery.
availability.
Writes Moira Dlugosz

Seasonal Plants

Sunshine Club
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Cookery Courses in
Cuddington
Currently based in Bucks/Oxon,
Barney Wrobel is a self-trained chef,
having spent 10 years learning from
people at all levels in restaurants,
cookery schools and catering
companies throughout the UK
whether working alongside Tom
Aikens starting up the Cookhouse at
Soho Farmhouse, Jamie Oliver at his
Recipease cooking class cafe in
London or with some of the finest
chefs in the industry on a stagiaire at
Le Manoir aux Quat’Saisons.
“As a chef and cooking tutor I hope my guests will be satisfied,
pleasantly surprised and nutritionally boosted, when they
come to one of my events. I am driven by a fervent interest in
how ingredients are connected and how flavours work
together, while keeping seasonality in mind.
Drawing inspiration from the powers of fermentation and the
temper of fire, menus are created to be fun and designed to
combine the preserved with the unprocessed.

Next Stop Edinburgh!
Sam Halcroft’s The Wardrobe takes us on a
gripping journey through British history that shows
how our country was shaped and how connected
we are with our past. Covering 12 specific time
periods over the last 500 years, from “Blood Sisters” in 1485
via the Chimney Sweeps of 1829 to “This is Me!” in 2018, The
Wardrobe takes the audience back in time to visit and see
history as experienced by
children of the time.
Cuddington Youth Drama
drew on the acting abilities
and talents of no less than 29
of its members in the
Bernard Hall during the
second week of the Easter
holidays and put on
six memorable
“Blood Sisters – Elizabeth & Cecily of York”
performances.
Presenting their vignettes literally within the confines of a
wardrobe placed centre stage and delivering powerful
scenarios in such a confined space was masterfully achieved!
Elaine English is to be congratulated on directing her pool of
young actors to give of their best – and there were some
outstanding performances, many displaying a sense of timing
much beyond their years.
The series of “playlets” presented the performers with a wide
range of challenges to convey many different emotions, as
well as humour, and all acted out at very close quarters – no
mean feat!
The evening was in the words of one audience member:
“… deeply powerful, acted masterfully and beautifully staged.”

With a background in music and construction I believe true
creativity evolves from a series of preparations that benefit
from being very methodical.
On the whole, I like food that is unpretentious - ie: cooking
which pays homage to the ingredients and their surroundings;
allowing natural processes to develop and so minimizing
human intervention.”
Barney is currently embarking on hosting a series of self-run
cookery classes from an idyllic location, based in Cuddington.
The aim of these classes is to introduce people to the idea of
healthy, living food which they can incorporate into their daily
routine and especially when planning dinner parties or
entertaining.
For more information please contact 07887 986 797
hello@barneywrobel.com
www.barneywrobel.com
FRIENDLY FOODLAB
Wed 30th May (1-4pm) £50 per child
[for aged 5-12 yrs, accompanied by an adult]
COUNTRY KITCHEN
½ day (1-4pm) £50 : Sun 3rd June
Full day (10-4pm) £100 (includes lunch) : 9th May & 13th June
FERMENTATION
½ days (1-4pm) £50 : 6th May & 17th June
Full day (10-4pm) £100 (includes lunch) : 2nd May & 6th June

The parts were shared between cast members during the
week and the following made up the impressive cast list:
Clementine Jamieson, Jasper Jamieson, Lottie Butler, Alice
Carr, Olivia Ainsleigh-Jones, Tilly Cox, Bella Cuming, Kyle
Eldridge, Grace Read, Lois Freeman, Jazzy Green, Izzy Holt,
Felix Jamieson, Oscar Loughran, Angus McIntyre, Issy
McLoughlin, Kitty McLoughlin, Ben O'Sullivan, Luka O'Sullivan,
Iolo Puleston, Ben Yates, Luke Wilbore, Otto Sellers, Eliza
Skingle, Tamsin Tewson, Logan White, Amber Yates & Rosie
O'Hanlon.
“The cast of
The Wardrobe”

Back stage, publicity and direction were all excellently covered
by: Alex Bradley, Chris Long, Annie Bradley, Jack Clifford,
Patrick Clifford, Kenan John, Katy Jamieson, Kerry Yates and
Elaine English.
Special individual acknowledgement must be paid to Chris
Long who not only masterminded the building of the
wardrobe, but he set up the sound and lights and fully trained
the members of CYD to run on their own for the
performances.
CYD will be taking The Wardrobe to the Edinburgh Fringe
Festival later in the summer and we wish them all success up
there!
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Dates for your Diary
But I must gather knots of flowers,
And buds and garlands gay,
For I’m to be Queen o’ the May, mother,
I’m to be Queen o’ the May.
Alfred, Lord Tennyson
MAY
Wednesday 2nd:
Monday 7th:
Tuesday 8th:
Wednesday 9th :
Thursday 10th:
Friday 11th:
Saturday 12th :

7:30pm The Banner Group, Wellfield House, Spurt Street
9:30am Madrigals from the Tower, St Nicholas Church
2:30pm The Tuesday Group, Talk by Peggy Cattell
9.00am Infant Family Service, St Nicholas Church
7pm Village Picture House ‘Macbeth’
6pm Coombe Hill, Wendover Ascension Service
9:30am Ladies Breakfast, St. Nicholas Church
7.30pm ‘Knock Knock’ Bernard Hall
Sunday 13th:
Christian Aid Family Service, St Nicholas Church
Monday 14th:
CGC Roger Umpelby Talk, Playing Fields Clubhouse
2pm Sunshine Club Tea, Playing Fields Clubhouse
Wednesday 16th
7.30pm Village Picture House, ‘An American in Paris’
Thursday 17th:
Christian Aid Bring & Buy, Wellfield House, Spurt Street
Saturday 19th:
Royal Tea Party for Christian Aid, St.Nicholas Church
3pm CHUF 50th Birthday, Chearsley Village Hall
Sat 19th & Sun 20th: ‘Vertebrate Watch’
Monday 21st:
1:30pm Sunshine Matinee Cinema ‘Lion’
8pm The Bernard Hall AGM
Tuesday 22nd:
9:30am Sunshine Club outing, Vale of Evesham
Thursday 24th:
CGC Workshop at Penns Nurseries
7:30pm Village Picture House ‘The Greatest Showman’
Friday 25th :
10.30am May dancing round the village
Sunday 27th:
4pm, Messy Church St.Peter & St.Paul Dinton
JUNE
Monday 4th:
2pm Sunshine Club Tea, Playing Fields Clubhouse
Thursday 7th:
7:30pm Village Picture House ‘Darkest Hour’
Monday 18th:
2pm Sunshine Club Tea, Playing Fields Clubhouse
Saturday 23rd:
4am Cuddington Sunrise Walk, meet on the Green
JULY
Saturday 4th
CUDDINGTON FETE

Aylesbury Dynamos

On Wednesday 18th April the Aylesbury Dynamos, a local team who rent the
Cuddington playing fields as their home ground, won the Aylesbury &
District Premiership League. It would seem we have hallowed turf in
Cuddington! Their Captain and goalkeeper, Mark Griffin represents the team
on the CPFA committee and the team has also previously helped at our
popular village bonfire party—thank you!
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CHUF’s 50th
Birthday
CHUF will celebrate it’s
50th birthday at the new
Chearsley Village Hall on
Saturday 19th May from 3pm.
Music and dance workshops, games for
children and adults. past and present, Prince
and Princess costume making and face
painting, bouncy castle and singing with
Musical Mayhem!
And in the evening from 6.30pm with
Tony Hadley, a live band and disco.
Tickets for the CHUF Fest can be bought in
advance by going to
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/
date/483390
Any queries please
email chuffestinfo@gmail.com or call Vicky
on 07747015614

14th July
Cuddington
Fête

During the last week of last term Years 5&6
had a wonderful day when they were
evacuated from Dinton to Cuddington.
They spent the day dressed as evacuees,
with suitcases, labels and gas masks, and
took part in the following events ranging
from walking to Nether Winchendon Church
and had a 1940's sermon from Rev. Phillips
(who was also dressed
up) and learning how to
perform First aid, should
they be involved in a war
related incident.
Learn and Master after
school clubs made a great
start this week, these will
continue until the last
week of term in July. This is all part of
providing beginning and end of day
activities which are more and more in
demand by families.
As in previous years the Infant site children
will be going around the village on Friday
25th May, starting at 10.30am, with small
posies for the residents and
performing songs at different stages around
the village greens. We will then make our
way back to the school for traditional
country dancing followed by a family picnic
on the playing field, where parents are
welcome to join us.
Everyone is to be congratulated on the
amazing effort at raising money for sports
relief. The sponsored mile has been a huge
success; well done and thank you everyone
for helping us to raise an impressive
£3,200.00!
Kim Price, Headteacher

Services at St Nicholas
(Churchwardens: Helen Keeping 291635
and James Stonham 292221)

MAY 2018
6th May

10.00 Holy Communion

13th May

10.00 All-age Service

th

10.00 Holy Communion

th

10.00 Morning Worship

20 May
27 May

Opportunities for praying together in
church are each Thursday at 9.00 am, and
each Sunday at 9.10 am.
There is a service at 5.30 pm every Sunday
evening at Cuddington Methodist Chapel.
12

