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NOVEMBER 

2013 

 

VOLUME SIXTEEN 

 

CUDDINGTON’S TRADITIONAL 

CHRISTMAS FAYRE 
Saturday, 23rd November 2.00 – 4.30 pm 

at the Bernard Hall 

Cuddington’s clubs, societies and local enterprises will again be 

tempting you to some early Christmas shopping with wonderful gifts, 

home-made produce, cards, food, pre-loved toys, raffle, delicious 

refreshments and more. 

Santa’s making his list, checking it twice, he’s going to find out who’s 

naughty or nice, but  all children are welcome to bring their own 

wish-lists to Father Christmas. 

The Hall will be seasonally decorated, and background music of carols 

and Christmas songs will create a happy festive atmosphere which we 

hope everyone will enjoy. 

See you there! 

…...when we remember the men from 

this village who lost their lives in the two 

world wars and the troubles in Northern 

Ireland’ 

 

There will be a service in St. Nicholas at 

10a.m. with an act of remembrance  

round the memorial in the churchyard at 

11a.m. 

 

Peter Wenham looks back to the unveiling of this memorial : 

 

 “Although St Nicholas’ churchyard is usually a peaceful, 

quiet place, on Sunday 14 November 1920 it was noisy and 

crowded.   As the  photograph below  shows, a throng of 

villagers  gathered  to witness  the unveiling of  the  war  

memorial and to honour Cuddington’s fallen. 

 

The service, conduct-

ed  by the vicar, the 

Rev Allan Cameron 

Alford, began with 

the National Anthem 

followed by the hymn 

“O God, our help in 

ages past”.  After a 

lesson, the next hymn 

“O valiant hearts who 

to Your glory came” was sung.  Then Major General Sir 

Robert  Fanshawe  KCB DSO  unveiled  the monument.  

Floral offerings were placed at the foot of the memorial 

while the congregation sang “For all Thy Saints”.  After the 

blessing, the ceremony closed with the sounding of the “Last 

Post”. 

 

The citation on the memorial reads “To the Glorious 

Memory of those from this parish who fell in the Great 

War”.  In all, fourteen names are engraved there  –  and 

hidden behind the names are the stories of the men who 

walked the same village as we do.  The fallen belonged to 

established Cuddington families, or had come to live in the 

village. 

 

Next year in 2014, there will be many national events to 

mark the  centenary of the outbreak of World War I.  In 

Cuddington, the  Village Voice will carry a  series  of articles 

relating the stories of the men on our war memorial, and of 

a few of the eighty men, who also served, but returned 

home.” 

 
Poppies will be sold around the village from  

26th October until 10th November.    

 

Please give as generously as you can,  there is always so much 

work for the Legion to do to help our forces and their families 

who are in need of help.    

Some 50 enthusiastic supporters of the 

Village Picture House attended the 

Public Meeting on Wednesday 13th 

October and in doing so gave the new 

“theatre” chairs their first sitting! Full 

approval was given to the chairs and the 

meeting was equally supportive of Chair-

man Markus Bolton’s vision for how the 

picture house would operate.  

Markus addressed the meeting and 

emphasised that the driving force behind 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Nigel Featherston writes 
Where does the time go I hear you say, it’s November again and soon Christmas will be upon us and 

2014 too! 

Time passing does have its compensations though, the most important being our great blessing in 

this country of having clearly defined seasons. (Yes, I know it doesn’t always feel like that)! November is one such 

pivotal month in the ever changing seasonal cycle because as we adjust to the shorter days and longer nights, tidy up 

the season’s growth in our gardens and gather in logs for the fire, we can see and enjoy God’s great artistry in His  

created world all around us. 

There is I feel, something especially inspiring in a sunrise on a frosty morning and sharing in the fun that children have 

in seeing their breath in the sharp air, playing with all the newly fallen leaves and crunching through frozen puddles. 

Looking around it is hard not to wonder at it all even the smallest details seem incredible, take the sight of all the 

amazing spiders’ webs that seem to appear overnight and that truly simmer in frosty sunlight! 

The trees and bushes really clothe themselves in all their autumnal finery which never fails to lift the spirits along with 

the sight of lines of migratory birds flying away and giving us hope of warmer times  when they return again next 

year. November then for me is a time to reflect on those longer darker evenings about all the blessings that God has 

shared with us this past year, all the challenges also and how we have responded to them. Importantly too, it is a time 

to remind ourselves of how much He truly loves each one of us no matter how many times we go astray. 

So, as you put on your winter woollies and put another log on the fire, allow yourselves a moment to just feel the 

warmth that comes from knowing that you have a loving God and as you look out of the window, enjoy the sign of His 

love for you in the beauty of the created world all around us in this rather special place we call home.   

A prayer from Archbishop Moxom: 

  O God of all, 

  All creation comes from you. 

  All humankind are one vast family, this world our home. 

  We sleep beneath one roof, the starry sky. 

  We warm ourselves before one hearth, the blazing sun. 

  Upon one floor of soil we stand, and breathe one air, 

  And drink one water, and walk the night, 

  Beneath one luminescent moon. 

  The children of one God we are, sisters and brothers of one blood. 

  May we so care for your earth, our home, 

  That your lost garden may be restored. 

  Amen 

Thought for the Month 

Village Voice is published by the Cuddington Parochial Church Council as a service to the community. Editorial Team: Peggy & Nan Cattell - 291313 or Cattelln@aol.com; 
Chris Blumer - 290647 or chrisblumer@blumer.co.uk ; Karen Clayton  - 290404 or info@porkandginger.co.uk 

For advertising, please contact: Felicity Hilder - 290951 or Caroline Thompson - 291485 

For over 10 years Home-Start Aylesbury has been supporting 

ordinary families with young children struggling to cope 

through difficult times.  We are now looking for new volun-

teers to join our friendly team.  
 

Our network of home-visiting volunteers offer emotional and 

practical  support  for 2-3 hours a week to any family in 

Aylesbury Vale with one or more children under 5 who need some help. Maybe 

they are feeling isolated or lonely, or are having a hard time coping with their 

child’s  illness or  disability,  bereavement, post natal depression or be having 

relationship  difficulties,  they could  be  struggling  to cope with the physical and 

emotional demands of having a baby, young children, or multiple birth. 
 

Volunteers offer a listening ear, reassurance and encouragement, playing and 

helping with the children, practical support or an extra pair of hands! This simple 

parent-to-parent help can have a positive and long-lasting impact on family life. 
 

If you can give 2-3 hours a week and have parenting experience we would love to 

hear from you. All volunteers are provided with training, support and expenses. 
 

For an informal chat please contact Shushana Kendrick on 01296 485615 or  

info@homestartaylesbury.org.uk 

This will be on December 14th in the 

Clubhouse starting at 7 p.m. 

 

Donations of prizes will be 

very welcome. 

         Raymond Willingham 

This is a further invitation, as written up 

in last month’s Village Voice, for any 

young student to apply for a grant to 

help with their study expenses. Please 

phone me on 291501 for further 

information. 

 Jennifer Schram de Jong 
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The Fête’s AGM was held at the Playing Fields 

Clubhouse on Wednesday 9th October. The minutes of 

the 2012 AGM were approved. Jeremy Galpin (Chair) 

gave a review of this year’s Seaside event and thanked 

all of those who so energetically gave up their time 

before, during and after the fête. Kaley Potts (Treasurer) 

presented the accounts and announced that £9,215 was to 

be distributed to village causes.  

  

Saturday 16th November   6.30 pm   

The Bernard Hall 

THE THREE HALF PINTS 

The Three Half Pints are a family-

friendly slapstick comedy group who 

work together to create a hilarious, high

-energy show.  Take a trip into the lives 

of these three shorter-than-average 

brothers, Dick, Derek and Ernie, and 

watch them slipping, tripping and 

tumbling through a world that’s just too 

big for them.  Suitable for all ages – 

bring the whole family! 

Tickets £12 (students and under-16s £8) 

from Elaine English 01296 655698 or 

book online at 

www.cuddingtonvillage.com/arts 

the whole project was to create a 

forum whereby people from the 

village and surrounding areas could 

get together in a social environment. 

He explained how pleased he was that the National Theatre let us show NTLive 

productions in such a small venue.  He went on to explain that, in addition to having 

regular showings of films, he hoped the new facility would be used to show sport-

ing events, e.g. the Wimbledon tennis final, as well as for charity and fundraising 

occasions.  

There had been a tremendous response to the questionnaire survey with 119 people 

replying; the top three films voted for were Blue Jasmine, Breakfast at Tiffany’s and 

Once Upon a Time in the West with a very good mix of suggestions being made as 

well. 

John Moore explained that he and Elaine wanted to offer a variety of catering to 

reflect not just the show on offer but to allow for people to eat before a film or even 

to dine during a theatre interval. He and Markus stressed that they would really 

appreciate feedback and suggestions as to what format that evenings at the Picture 

House should take and what sort of food should be offered. 

Karen Clayton spoke to the meeting saying that she wished to arrange for a “Kids 

Club” for the 4 – 12 year old range of children. She would be having discussions as 

to how this might be organised and raised the possibility of goodie bags being part 

of the ticket price and to have rugs and cushions rather than chairs; all ideas would 

be developed and she would appreciate any offers of help! 

The committee of the Village Picture House is very heartened by the enthusiasm 

shown and the offers of help being given, and typical of this was the e-mail 

received by Markus following the second  film to be shown, “I Give it a Year”: 

“I am so very impressed by everything that you and your committee have 

done and can’t thank you all enough for creating this new facility for 

us.  The whole set up in the hall emanated the real thing with a feeling 

of warmth and comfort, both physically and socially.   

Well done and I can’t imagine that your project can be anything but  

successful.” 
Please continue to give us feedback by emailing Markus at  

markusbolton@live.co.uk or by visiting the village’s website and going to the 

comments section within The Village Picture House. 
 

Please see page 4 for details of the Village Picture House’s future productions. 

(Continued from page 1) 

The breakdown is as follows: 

 St. Nicholas Church   £1000  

 Bernard Hall    £1000  

 Cricket Club      £900  

 Tennis Club       £300  

 Youth Drama      £720  

 Gardening Club      £300  

 Village Voice    £1000  

 Methodist Church      £250  

 Playing Fields Association  £1000  

 Cuddington & Dinton School  £1100  

 Sunshine Club      £800  

 WI        £250  

 Tic-Toc Toddler Group     £150  

 Nicholas Almond Trust     £350  

 Toddler Singing Group       £95  
 

John Luckett, Mark Lambert and Karen Clayton stood 

down from the Fête Committee leaving a team of six 

working on plans for 2014. More Committee members 

are needed in order to spread the workload. Please do let 

John Moore at Cuddington Stores know if you can be 

part of the team or contact Jeremy Galpin on 
07709 411098. Thank you! 
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Harvest is traditionally 

a time for enjoyment, 

and for giving thanks 

for the gathering-in of 

the crops. 

As usual Saturday’s 

supper in the Bernard 

Hall provided great 

enjoyment for the many 

people who sat down to 

enjoy a delicious meal.  Tuesday’s Coffee Morning in church 

also provided opportunity to meet others and to enjoy a 

friendly chat. 
 

In the church on Sunday morning there were beautiful 

arrangements of magnificent dahlias and fruit and vegetables 

of all kinds witnessing to this year’s abundant harvest, (these 

were further added to on Monday morning when the School 

children brought their gifts to the School Harvest Festival 

Service). 
 

In  Sunday  morning’s service the  reading  of  Psalm  65   

We had an excellent 132 responses 

to our film survey and they showed 

that the people of Cuddington have 

a wide range of tastes.  On average 

each person said that they would 

come and see one in four of the films listed and most of the films had between a 

quarter and a half of the respondents voting for them.  So it looks like we will be 

able to show films of all types and get a decent audience.  We need forty people at 

each film to breakeven but we don’t want to show just the crowd pleasers. So we 

will try films of all sorts and see how it goes.   

 

Some of you may have noticed that the censors have become more relaxed about 

what they allow through as a 15.   For example, ‘I’ll give it a year’ had several 

scenes which would have been an 18 a few years ago.  This is a bit tricky for us to 

manage, but from now on we will publish the censor’s notes with the film guides to 

help you choose.  So, following your responses, next year’s films are likely to 

include Breakfast at Tiffany’s, Rush, Captain Phillips, Blue Jasmine, SalmonFish-

ing in the Yemen, Untouchable, Gravity and a musical.  We hope you like them! 

  So, our next three films are: 
 

 Thursday 21st November at 7.45pm Once Upon a Time in the West 

 Thursday 12th December at 8.00pm A Late Quartet 

 Thursday 19th December at 8.00pm It’s a Wonderful Life 

  And our National Theatre Live productions: 

 Thursday 7th November at 7.00pm, NTEncore   The Habit of Art 

 Thursday 14th November at 7.00pm, NTEncore  Hamlet 

 Thursday 28th November at 7.00pm, NTEncore  Frankenstein 
 

 Please see notices in the Village Stores and on the village website for film 

guides and further details about tickets. 

Christingle Service 
Everyone is invited 

to this introduction 

to the Christmas 

Season. The service 

will be held in St 

Nicholas at 3p.m. 

on Sunday  

December 1
st
 . 

Every child  will be 

given a Christingle 

with the orange depicting the world  and 

the candle representing Jesus as the 

Light of the World . 

reminded all that it is God’s gift of 

rain which is responsible for the 

growth of the crops and throughout 

the service we were reminded of 

God’s provision  as expressed in the 

well-known Harvest hymn which we 

sang “All good gifts around us are 

sent from Heaven above....” 

 

Harvest is also a time to think about 

those less fortunate than ourselves 

and this year, as in previous years, we have sent  large par-

cels of harvest gifts to the  Vineyard  Church in Aylesbury 

for distribution to the needy in that town . 
 

In addition donations and proceeds from sale of harvest 

gifts etc. will go to the Streetlight Trust, a charity which 

helps the destitute in the Philippines.  Our Curate, Ian Her-

bert, spoke at the Supper about the plight of these people  

and about the work of the charity with which he has been 

associated for many years.  

 “An English Village Idyll” 

by Doug Kennedy 

Village Voice is very pleased to print the 

following details of this book given us by 

Doug, one of our regular contributors. 
 

A new book that portrays the loveliness 

of our village, along with  

Winchendon, Chearsley and Long Cren-

don, is about to be published by our  

resident photographer, Doug Kennedy. It 

will be formally launched at The  

Thame Bookhouse on December 5th, but 

a limited number of copies will be  

available in advance from about Novem-

ber 10th if you reserve them. 

The book will be a hardback containing 

64 A4 pages of colour photographs  

and accompanying text, portraying our 

village through the seasons and  

will retail at £19.95. 

To reserve an advance copy, send an 

email to Doug@doug-kennedy.com, or  

call him on 01844 290602. 
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“At the going down of the sun and  

at the morning 

We will remember them” 

“For the Fallen” by Laurence Binyon  

(1863—1943) 

November 
Wednesday 6th 7.30 p.m.     Parish Council Meeting      
Thursday 7th 7.00 p.m.      NTEncore “The Habit of Art” in Bernard Hall 
Sunday 10th 10.00 a.m.      Remembrance Service in St Nicholas 
Monday 11th 7.30 p.m.       Gardening Club: A Gardening Quiz 
Tuesday 12th 2 30 p.m.      W.I.  Talk by Miss Alice Walters on  
     “Unusual Holidays” 
Thursday 14th 7.00 p.m.      NTEncore “ Hamlet”  in Bernard Hall 
Saturday 16th 7.00 p.m.     Quiz Night in the Clubhouse   
Saturday 16th 6.30 p.m.     “Three Half Pints” - Bernard Hall (see page 3) 
Tuesday 19th 7.30 p.m.      History Society  Talk by Ann Severn on  
     “Charles Dickens’ Children” 
Thursday 21st 7.45 p.m.      Village Picture House film (see page 4) 
Saturday 23rd 2.30 p.m.     Christmas Fayre in Bernard Hall (see page 
Thursday 28th 7.00 p.m.      NTEncore “Frankenstein” in Bernard Hall 
Saturday 30th 8.00 p.m.     Bingo in the Clubhouse 
 

December 
Sunday 1st 3.00 p.m.     Christingle Service in St. Nicholas   (See page 4)  
Monday 2nd                         Gardening Club Outing to Waterperry 
Wednesday 4th 7.30 p.m.  Parish Council Meeting      
Monday 9th 12.30 p.m.     Sunshine Club Christmas Dinner in Bernard Hall 
Tuesday  10th 2.30 p.m.      W.I.  Annual Meeting 
Thursday 12th 8.00 p.m.      Village Picture House film (see page 4) 
Friday 13th 7.30 p.m.     Concert in St Nicholas by the Manor House 
     String Quartet 
Saturday   14th 7.00 p.m.      Christmas Prize Bingo in the Clubhouse 
Monday    16th 7.00 p.m.  Christmas in the Club 
Thursday  19th 6.30 p.m.      Carols Round the Village       
Thursday 19th 8.00 p.m.      Village Picture House film (see page 4) 

Unfortunately our 
speaker for the 
October meeting 
did not make an 
appearance and so 
it was decided to 
have an impromptu 

gardening  forum  with   members 
discussing and seeking advice on vari-
ous problems in their gardens.  
Amongst the topics up for discussion 
were how to get rid of bugs in the 
greenhouse, whether it was appropri-
ate to put rhubarb leaves on the com-
post heap - and the age old problem of 
how to get rid of ground elder! 
It was quite a good opportunity for 
members to have a bit of a chat and 
various gardens were mentioned as 
possibilities for visits next year – so 
our time together was very productive. 
Our next meeting is on Monday 11th 
November when John Moore, from 
the shop, has kindly agreed to do a 
Gardening Quiz.  On the evening it 

will be teams of 4. 

 

Our October 

meeting was very 

well attended, and 

we were happy to 

welcome 2 guests 

whom we hope may 

decide to become 

members, having  come along to join us  

for the fascinating talk given by Mrs. 

Wendy Black, entitled “Travels Along  

the Silk Trade Route”. 
 

Mrs. Black joined a group of ladies in 

1998 to explore a section of the  ancient 

route in Northern China, travelling 

West.   She showed us amazing film of 

the isolated areas where they camped at 

night, surrounded by caves where 

Buddhism started, and mountains 15 – 

20,000ft high in the distance.  She told 

us there is no  organised ‘Health & 

Safety’ out there, although the Chinese 

do close roads without warning, for 

various reasons.  This happened on 

more than one occasion causing them to 

re-route, which wasn’t easy whilst out 

in the wilds ! 
 

Even in the remotest area there were 

people carrying out their trade which 

mostly involved silk  and felt making.   

They were more than happy to demon-

strate their varied skills, just one of 

which was tie dyeing, and we saw a 

wonderful example of this on film.  As 

well as this, there were many, many 

other amazing sights such as ancient 

burial grounds and even wild donkeys! 
 

Altogether it was an extremely interest-

ing talk and film show, which once 

again proved what a varied programme 

we enjoy at our meetings.  

On Thursday, October 24
th
 St Nicholas 

Church was full for Joyce’s funeral. 

The Vicar, the Revd Margot Hodson, 

who conducted the service, began by 

announcing the sad news that Joyce’s 

husband John had died two days 

earlier. They were a very close family 

and Adrian gave a moving tribute to 

their mother on behalf  of his sister and 

three brothers.  
 

Joyce had enjoyed many, varied 

activities throughout her life, including 

Bowls for which she had been a 

member of the County team. In 

Cuddington we remember her as a 

member of the Sunshine Club, the WI 

and the Church, and many of us will 

miss her cheerful and warm-hearted 

friendship. 
 

John’s funeral will be on Monday, 

November 4
th

 at 1.30p.m. and it will be 

followed by a joint burial for this 

devoted couple.    

At the beginning of the Harvest 

Thanksgiving Service on October 13
th

 the 

Revd. Jonathan Hawkins baptised Philip, 

the infant son of Ken and Maida Trew of 

Frog Lane. 
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Services at St. Nicholas 
(Churchwardens: David Benson 01296 433757 and Graham Carr 290000)  

November 
 

3rd 10.00 am   HOLY COMMUNION 
  A modern Communion Service with hymns. The children go to  
  “Sunday Special” for part of the service 
 

10th 10.00 am   REMEMBRANCE SERVICE  
  This is an all-age service to which all are welcome. 
  The Act of Remembrance will take place at the War Memorial at 
  11.00am (weather permitting) 
 

17th 10.00 am   HOLY COMMUNION 
   A modern Communion Service with hymns. The children go to  
  “Sunday Special” for part of the service  
   
24th 10.00 am MORNING WORSHIP 
     A service of worship and the word, with a mixture of 
   traditional and modern hymns. The children go straight 
   to Chattabox and the Grid in the Bernard Hall at 9.50 a.m.  
  

 11.15 am   HOLY COMMUNION 
  A communion service with hymns, according to the  
                 Book of Common Prayer. 
 

There is a service at 5.30 pm every Sunday evening at Cuddington Methodist Chapel. 

Our Harvest 

Thanksgiving service 

here in Cuddington 

was a very special 

occasion when we had 

the whole school 

together and we really 

did fill the church! The children had all brought offerings and 

the tins and packet goods went to the Vineyard in Aylesbury 

whilst monetary contributions were split between two 

charities chosen by the children- one to support a little girl 

living in Aylesbury who has a life threatening illness and the 

other a charity to buy housing for families in disaster areas. 

The Churches are now leading bible based assemblies on a 

weekly basis, alternating between the sites. The children are 

enjoying the adults dressing up as characters from the Bible 

and are gaining a huge insight into the chronology of the 

Bible and we mentioned last month that each half term we are 

going to focus on one of our six core Values – this half term 

being “love”. 
 

All the children on the Infant site took part in scooter and 

cycle training which was run by Haddenham Cycling 

Training. It was most successful and we feel that this is 

important learning for the children. 
 

Year 5 & 6 went to Harry Potter World as part of their work 

on Heroes and Villains. As ever the children had a wonderful 

time, were superbly behaved and came back with 

imaginations bursting. 
 

Many of you will know Lisa Luff, who has been our School 

Administrator for the last ten years, and will be sorry to hear 

that she will be leaving us after half term. She has a new full 

time job as Auction Administrator for a firm of Estate Agents 

in Buckinghamshire. We wish her all success in her new 

venture and thank her most sincerely for all she has done to 

help in the smooth running of the school, especially here on 

the Infant site. 

 Mrs Kim Price 

Quiz Night 
Saturday 16 November 

Cuddington Social Club 

7.30pm 

Teams of 6 

£7 per head to include 

supper. 
 

 

 

To pre-book a table 

Please contact  

Lorraine on 290606 

Overall, September was a cool month with limited sunshine, 

despite warm and sunny conditions during the first week. The 

daytime maximum air temperature in September averaged 

18.7 deg C (66F), the long term average is 19.5 deg C (67F). 

The night time air minimum temperature averaged 9.0 deg 

Celsius (48F), the long term average is 9.7 deg C (49F). 

 Actual highest and lowest day time air maxima occurred on 

5th (27.9 deg C, 82F) and 17th (12.8 deg C, 55F) respective-

ly. The actual highest and lowest night time air minima 

occurred on the 22nd (14.1 deg C, 57F) and 15th (4.5 deg C, 

40F) respectively. 

The lowest temperature just above the grass tips occurred on 

the 13th (0.6 deg C, 33F). 

 Overall, bright sunshine was well below average with a total 

of 101.92 hours - the long term average is 141 hours. Total 

rainfall amounted to 51.6 mm (2.03in), a little below the long 

term average of 55.2 mm (2.17in). 

  

Sky Notes: 

Last year I wrote about newly discov-

ered Comet Ison and the possibility 

that it might become very bright in 

early December 2013. Unfortunately, 

these early predictions have failed to 

materialise; this is because of the un-

certainty in the amount of gas and dust a new comet, such as 

Ison, release as they near the sun. However, during 

November and early December Comet Ison should be visible 

with the unaided eye (binoculars will be better) with its short 

tail pointing away from the horizon, very low down in the 

east-south-east before sunrise. 

 You will need an unobstructed view of the horizon, away 

from houses and high trees. Look between the 16th-21st 

November at 6 AM (GMT) and during the first week of 

December. 

 Let’s hope for clear skies! 

 Sean Clarke 


