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August & 
September 

2013 
 

VOLUME SIXTEEN 

 

As previously announced, we are having a completely new floor 

laid in the retail area of your village shop week commencing 

August 5th. Thank you in advance, to all those who have offered 

their help, for both the move to, and the return trip from the Hall. 

 

The Post Office will be closed for the whole week commencing 

August 5th and we will only be able to take cash transactions 

for groceries at the Bernard Hall. 
 

Obviously, during this week, the stock may not be as extensive as 

usual. This will be especially true of Elaine’s 

‘Made by Me’ products. There will be a sup-

ply of fresh sandwiches daily, but there will 

only be her pies and 

ready meals frozen, 

but nothing chilled. 

Also during this 

time, she will not be 

taking any special 

orders for people 

whether that be meals, pies, cakes or canapés. 

Normal production of ‘Made by Me’ products will resume 

as soon as we are back in the shop. 

 

Please note, that you will NOT be able to purchase Lottery 

Tickets that week. Please plan ahead and buy 2 weeks of 

tickets, the week before we move. Scratchcard sales are unaf-

fected. 

 

You may be interested to know, that we are using Cudding-

ton residents for this re-flooring project. 

Phadra works for a company supplying the 

flooring and her partner, Andy, is a business 

partner in a flooring company based in Ox-

ford. 

 

Thank you, in advance, for your understanding 

 

 John & Elaine Moore 

I am delighted to report 

that Cuddington Seaside 

Fête has been a great suc-

cess, with the perfect 

weather to complement 

our carefully chosen 

theme! 

From the initial excite-

ment generated when I 

was able to announce at 

the Annual Village Meet-

ing that Mary Berry would 

be opening our Fête this 

year, the buzz continued, 

buoyed further by the arri-

val of the fun signage on 

the Upper Green which 

was magnificently created 

by Jessica Ecott. We lost count of the number of vehicles stopping 

to take photographs well before the Fête day itself. 

(Continued on page 6) 

It has been an-

nounced that Cud-

dington has been 

awarded the Tindall 

Cup in the Best Kept 

Village Competition 

of 2013. The winner 

of each category in 

2012 competed for 

the Tindall Cup and 

Cuddington was judged as being the best of the best! 

This is the fourth consecutive year in which the village 

have been winners, with the Morris Cup twice and the 

Tindall Cup twice. It is a record of which the village can 

feel proud.  A very big “Thank you” to all who took part in 

the litter picking, painting and general tidying –up ena-

bling this to happen. 

The cup will be presented to Cuddington by the Lord Lieu-

tenant Sir Aubrey –Fletcher on Saturday 14th September at 

a time to be announced. 

  Jim Hayward   
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I’m writing this on St Swithin’s Day – and it’s looking good! I’m sure we are all so grateful 

for being able at last to enjoy a period of real summer. We are off to Wales tomorrow for a 

few days which are forecast to be in similar vein: wonderful! Meanwhile at lunchtime today 

taken out in the garden, we were accompanied by joyous shouts and screams of the children 

at our School which somehow added to the feeling of well-being. Only a few days now be-

fore their holidays and holidays for many. Not that we need to get away: this is such a special 

village and the walks and countryside within easy reach are so lovely.  

 

PS: before this goes to press comes the wonderful news via Chris Long that we’ve won Best Village again – and that 

we are the best of the best! Congratulations to us all! 

 

The Fete appeared to be a huge success in so many ways. I’m sure we’d all like to thank the Fete committee again for 

an excellent job, cheerfully done – apparently! All these things lift the spirit and give us “fuel in the tank” for the 

winter.  

 

Talking of fuel in the tank, some of us are hugely privileged to have had many years of “fuelling” of a spiritual and 

eternal nature. And so that our lovely and lively village church and its members cannot be accused of being selfish by 

not telling others about this fuelling, we are arranging to hold a Christianity Explored course in the Autumn, starting 

on September 26th. It would be great if a good number of folk came along on that evening and then we can decide 

finally on the options for completing the Exploration before Christmas. I hope there’ll be a flyer delivered at the 

same time as this edition of VV. 

 

Even before that and going on even as you receive this VV is Thame Lighthouse. Close to nine hundred children 

from the area will be enjoying enormous fun and games and learning about how, as youngsters, they can start receiv-

ing this fuelling which can benefit them for life. Indeed, all across UK and much further afield, during the summer, 

men and women and boys and girls will be coming under the sound of the wonderful Truth that God loves them and 

all of us and each one of us can come into a relationship with Him that lasts a lifetime.... the best of all possible 

“fuels” if I may be so bold as to call it that! 

 

Have a wonderful summer and maybe see you in September?! 

 

 Graham Carr 

Thought for the month 

Village Voice is published by the Cuddington Parochial Church Council as a service to the community. Editorial Team: Peggy & Nan Cattell - 291313 or Cattelln@aol.com; 
Chris Blumer - 290647 or chrisblumer@blumer.co.uk ; Karen Clayton  - 290404 or info@porkandginger.co.uk ; John Fortgang - 291880 or johnfortgang@googlemail.com 

For advertising, please contact: Felicity Hilder - 290951 or Caroline Thompson - 291485 

We all know that we live in a very 

popular, active and desirable village 

– and that does unfortunately bring 

with it some challenges, one of 

which is traffic. 

Most residents are very aware that 

the school has two buses serving the 

needs of its catchment area and the 

two sites, the Infant site here in Cud-

dington and the Junior site in Din-

ton. 

And every week there is the refuse 

collection which requires a clear run around the village for the refuse lorry. 

All too regularly a problem arises due to a vehicle parked inconsiderately, espe-

cially in the Lower Church Street, Lower Green and Spurt Street areas of the 

village. (main problem areas are shown on the above map) 

Parents of school children are frequently reminded by the school of their 

(Continued on page 3) 

This is an opportunity to discuss the 

tough questions in life and hear some 

answers. 
 

Do come along to St Nicholas Church 

on Thursday, September 26th  at 8 pm, 

or if you are interested but cannot 

manage that time contact Graham 

Carr (290000) 

 A big thank you to all those who have 

volunteered to help with the 

distribution of Village Voice. 

Judy Miller will be in touch with you 

when you are needed. 



3 

The sun shone for 

the Gardening 

Club’s visit to  

Sudeley Castle and 

its award winning 

gardens. 
 

It is the private home of Lord and Lady 

Ashcombe and the castle is surrounded 

by stunning views of the Cotswold 

Hills.  The gardens are amongst the 

best in England, the centre piece being 

the Queen’s Garden.  Flanked by   

magnificent double yew hedges it is 

 

Camelot, the company that runs the National Lottery, has rein-

troduced its minimum sales target programme. 

We have been notified that we fall far below the minimum 

sales target and have been given 10 weeks to improve sales by 

some 40% or risk having the terminal removed. 

 

This is not an idle threat. They can remove any terminal from 

any shop at the drop of a hat and place it in another shop with 

greater sales potential. 

 

We are doing all we can to demonstrate to them that we are 

willing to listen to their ideas and indeed have already had a 

sales executive visit us, with another visit booked. 

 

We have pointed out that whilst they expect sales to increase 

by around 40%, neither the village, nor the volume of new 

customers is going to grow to that extent especially in the time 

allowed. 

 

We are not asking people to spend more per week than they do 

now. What we are asking is that if you currently buy some 

Lottery Tickets from other stores or on-line, please only 

use the village shop in future. 

The viability of the whole shop is at risk.  The footfall through 

the shop, especially of passing trade, like workmen, trades-

men, delivery drivers etc will diminish if they knew we didn’t 

have a Lottery terminal. It’s not the loss of earnings from the 

lottery sales that will hurt us, it is the other grocery purchases 

they make at the same time that will affect the shop deeply. 

 

 John & Elaine Moore 

On Saturday 22nd of June Mr. Malcolm Thomas of 29 Ber-

nard Close, at the age of sixty-one, completed a twenty-six 

mile walk on the Ridgeway from Ilsey to Barbary Castle in 

Swindon. 
 

Malcolm was walking in aid of “Sense” a charity for chil-

dren and adults who are both blind and deaf. 

responsibilities and most if not all residents are equally 

aware of theirs.   As it turns out the majority of problems are 

usually caused by occasional visitors to the village e.g. 

tradesmen, friends of residents and walkers. 

Can we urge everyone to be on the lookout for drivers who 

might not be parking in the best manner and to helpfully 

point out the implications of blocking access for the buses, 

refuse lorry and delivery vehicles,  not to mention an emer-

gency vehicle, should the need ever arise? 

Various residents of the narrowest village roads have had 

cars damaged by passing vehicles, incurring considerable 

expense.   Please inform any delivery companies and build-

ers etc. of the difficulties in the centre of Cuddington and ask 

them to use a small vehicle.  

These problems are unlikely ever to be totally solved but we 

can all help to minimise the aggravation! 

 

 Ken Birkby, Chairman Parish Council 

Traffic 
(Continued from page 2) 

currently undergoing a process of 

renewal and many of the roses 

have recently been replanted.  The 

alliums gave a wonderful display 

and although two weeks later there 

might have been more colour there 

was still much to admire. 
 

Katherine Parr, Elizabeth I and 

Lady Jane Grey would all have 

spent many hours in it. 
 

There were fascinating exhibitions 

exploring Sudeley’s history and the 

characters who have lived in or 

visited the castle.  Queen Katherine Parr, Henry VIII’s last wife 

is buried in the lovely 15th century  church in the grounds. 
 

There are rare pheasants, a collection of owls,  the Herbal Heal-

ing Garden , the beautiful White Garden. There was a wild 

flower walk,  various displays of metal art work throughout the 

garden and so much more to explore and enjoy. 
 

The annual fete day on the 13th July with its Seaside theme saw 

the Gardening Club in action at the Plant Stall with a wonderful 

array of plants and herbs and we made over £560. 
 

The next meeting of the Gardening Club is on Monday the 9th 

September when Rob Jacobs, the Head Gardener at 

Waterperry, will be giving a talk on “Secrets of the Herbaceous 

Border” and will also be judging the Single Stem competition. 
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Cuddington Methodist Church invites you to an 
 

ELLEL MINISTRIES 

Teaching day with Denise Cross  
(Director of Glyndley Manor, Ellel Ministries) 

 

RESTORING THE HUMAN SPIRIT 
 

What is the human spirit? 

How the human spirit can be damaged 

The consequences of damage to the human spirit 

How the human spirit can be restored 
 

Cost £20 includes coffee, lunch and tea 

Cuddington Methodist Church (HP18 OAS) 

Saturday 21st September 2013, 10am – 5.15pm 
 

Advance booking essential 

Details from jill.asm@cooptel.net 

 

Luke 9 verse 11:   Jesus welcomed the people, taught them about the 

Kingdom of God and healed those who had a need 

Following the interest in displaying 

Graham Brant’s artwork ahead of the 

fete, we have decided to offer the same 

space to any Cuddington resident who 

wishes to display their work. 

This can be painting, ceramics, glass, 

needlework, textiles or anything else 

provided it is for wall-mounted display. 
 

The overall dimensions should be no 

more than 500mm square or you can 

hang more than one piece with that total 

area. It is our intention to give each 

artist use of the space for one month 

and then change to another. 
 

You can display your items for exhibi-

tion-only or commission-free sale and, 

if you wish, you need to arrange your 

own insurance. 
 

If you wish, we can also publish an 

article about your work on our own 

home page of the village website. 
 

For more information or to reserve your 

place please contact John at the shop; 

and some  positive news…………. 
 

Support for the 
shop from AVDC 

 

We are probably all guilty at some point 

in criticising our local council but here 

is a good news story to share with you. 

We have been successful in our applica-

tion for a ‘Vital Villages’ grant to assist 

us with the cost of the new flooring and 

freezer. 
 

You may remember that we sought sig-

natures of support from you all some 

months ago and that, together with a 

new business plan and other form fill-

ing, we have been able to secure a 

£1000 funding contribution to our im-

mediate development of the shop. 
 

Thank you to our local district council-

lor, Michael Edmonds, the Parish Coun-

cil and all the residents of Cuddington 

who signed our supporters form for 

their help in this application. 
  

 John Moore 

Why	do	bad	things	happen	to	good	people?		

Women of all ages are invited 

to come for a delicious conti-

nental breakfast and listen to a 

challenging talk by Sharon 

Dirckx, the author of “Why?: 

God, Evil and Personal Suffer-

ing” which looks at people’s 

stories of faith in God in spite 

of their immense personal 

suffering. Sharon is originally 

from a scientific background holding a PhD in brain imaging and is now an Aca-

demic Tutor at the Oxford Centre for Christian Apologetics. 

Details 

Where? St Nicholas Church 

When? Saturday 28th September, 8:30am breakfast for 9am talk 

Cost? £5 per ticket 

Contact: Celia Bockmuehl  290754 or Becky Hazel 292397 

Please note that all applications for Fete funds need to be submitted by mid-

night on Friday 27th September. All of those groups which made applications 

in previous years will be contacted directly with an application form. If you 

have set up a new group and would like to be considered for funds, please 

contact Karen Clayton on 290404 and an application form will be sent out to 

you. 

The distribution of funds will take place at the AGM 

 on Wednesday 9th October at 8pm in the Playing Fields Club House. 

All are welcome to a special service of  

“Songs of Praise” at 10 a.m. on 

August 25th .  

If you would like to choose a hymn 

please contact the Revd Jonathan 

Hawkins (291108) or Nan Cattell 

(291313) by Sunday, August 11th. 
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Following the very happy occasion last 

year we would like again to take part in 

Macmillan Cancer Support’s idea of 

having  “The World’s Largest Coffee 

Morning”  So do come along to Cud-

dington Playing Fields Clubhouse on 

September 28th   at 11 a.m. for a cup of 

tea or coffee and a “Bring and Buy”  to 

help raise funds for them. Money raised 

will go towards financing Macmillan 

nurses, offering financial support to 

patients’ families and also to fund 

Health and Social Care Professionals 

helping people with cancer. Please sup-

port us in helping this very needy or-

ganisation to do their valuable work in 

the community. 

 Laura Ewers 299027 

For those of you who are unaware of  the Nicholas Almond 

charity,  it is a  Cuddington charity which dates back to 

1643.      

The Charity’s aims have changed considerably over the 

years,  and it now gives small grants to young people who 

must be resident in Cuddington,   towards expenses con-

nected with further educational studies, such as degree 

courses, or apprenticeships.    

The Charity’s Trustees encourage any young person resi-

dent in Cuddington,  who is going into further education,   

taking up an apprenticeship this Autumn,  or is already fol-

lowing a course,  to apply for a grant.    

Candidates must make a signed written application (not by 

The Sunshine Club’s 

annual party at Tyring-

ham Hall was held this 

year as always on the 

Monday after the Village 

Fete. 

It was a hot day but shade was provided 

by an impressive marquee situated on 

the lawn in Sherry’s beautiful garden. 

A delicious lunch of cold meats and 

salad followed by strawberries and ice 

cream was thoroughly enjoyed by 

members and their guests...some 40 in 

all. After lunch extensive games of 

bingo were played and there were prizes 

galore. 

Cups of tea ended this very happy 

occasion which once again Sherry and 

the committee had provided.   

Over two hundred guests filled the gardens at Tyringham Hall for Pimms and lunch 

for Sherry and Phil's Burma Day Sunday 14th July. 

 

Generous tankards of Pimms were served from two bars during one of the hottest 

days this year. The tombola was stocked with bottles of wine, together with gifts 

donated by arriving guests. Burmese jewellery was on sale and the draw prize was 

to be a high value Burmese ring. 
 

Enjoyed under the shade of a large marquee (see picture below!), lunch was a Bur-

mese Curry prepared by a London -based Burmese chef. The curry was so yummy 

there were queues for seconds and thirds. Red and chilled white wines were freely 

available. Dessert was a choice of strawberries and cream or fruit crumble and ice 

cream. During coffee the draw was made Helen and Chalky were the lucky winners 

of the ring, then an auction was held.  

 

There were four auction lots, 

three nights for six at a luxury 

apartment in Cowes, dinner for 

eight at Tyringham Hall, three 

books about the history of Burma 

during WW2 signed on the day 

by the author, and a Fender guitar 

donated by the world famous 

band Kasabian and signed by all 

the members of the band. 

 

Young children were welcomed, 

they kept cool for most of the afternoon in the open air swim-

ming pool.   Music was provided by John and Lizanne 

Peppard; Tony Hadley of Spandau Ballet (pictured left) joined 

John and Lizanne and together they played and sang some 

fantastic rock and roll. Most of the guests found the energy to 

get up and dance on the lawns although some fell asleep on 

sun beds scattered throughout the gardens. 
 

Sherry and Phil thank all who helped make the day such a 

huge success. All monies go to the Burma Forces Welfare Association charity 

No: 1107755. 
 

If you would like to be included on the mailing list for next year’s lunch e mail 

parkstone28@tiscali.co.uk or telephone 01844 291526 tickets will go on sale at 

£30.00 each The 2014 lunch will be held the day after the fête, Sunday the 13th  

July. 

 

 Phil Johnson   

email), giving details of the course/s you are going to follow or 

are following and on what you propose to spend your grant. 

We would like to receive your application together with confir-

mation that you have been accepted on a course or apprentice-

ship by the end of October this year, and you can expect a reply 

during November/December.      

 

Please submit your application to : 

Mrs. Jennifer Schram de Jong,  Trustee, Hon. Treasurer and 

Secretary, Nicholas Almond Charity,  Larden,  Spicketts Lane,  

Cuddington,  BUCKS  HP18 0AY     

 

If you have any queries,  you may contact me on  :  Tel:  01844 

291501     

or at  jschramdejong@yahoo.co.uk  
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A stall-holder’s comments: 
When people moved away from the Bernard Hall after the Opening the scene from my stall 

was a very animated one: some went to swell the already large crowd round the cake stall be-

fore moving on to find more bargains  in Upper Church Street, others rushed along the lane to 

the many stalls in Lower Church Street, including the ever-popular Gardening Club one.  Some 

came to my stall to choose their favourite jam or marmalade and to pick up a bag or two of the 

ever-popular fudge. Unfortunately the delicious chocolate truffles etc., made so beautifully, 

became the victims of the hot weather and had to be withdrawn from the table. 

Welcome though these buyers were, my most welcome visitor to the stall arrived before the 

opening when, having heard I needed a notice to put on the side of the stall, one of the “Fete 

Guards”  came and pinned up a notice for me. These Guards in their distinctive orange and 

yellow uniforms were everywhere during the afternoon , seeing that everything was going 

smoothly and ready to answer questions and  provide any help deeded.  Thank you, Commit-

tee, for this brilliant idea which added to the smooth running and happiness of the afternoon. 
 

What some children said: 
I saw Mary Berry arrive in the old car, it was very 
exciting with lots of people around. All the games 
were fun and my favourite was the Human Fruit 
Machine. I had three turns on the machine because 
my Daddy and Richard (Winnicott) were on it!  
Sophie Parsons Age 6 

 
The fete was such a fun day and completely lived 
up to our expectations. Even though I didn’t al-
ways win a prize in the raffles they were all really 
fun as well as the numerous stalls, games and activities. We really enjoyed eating the lovely 
coconut in Wales that had been won in the coconut shy that day. It was also extremely exciting 
seeing Mary Berry as I have been watching her on the Great British Bakeoff.  Thank you so 
much for such an awesome day. Zanna Meynell   Age 12 

On top of what we believe to be a record number of 

attendees enjoying a fun-filled family day out, many stalls 

achieved their highest ever takings. 
 

There was plenty of entertainment provided by regular per-

formers such as the Haddenham Hoofers and Cuddington & 

Dinton School together with attractions such as the surf sim-

ulator on the Upper Green complementing traditional favour-

ites such as the basket tombola and human fruit machine. 
 

The whole event was masterfully controlled by MC Mike 

Cottman, the auction expertly gavelled by Chris Blumer and 

The Fête 
(Continued from page 1) 

culminated in the Grand Draw winners being announced by 

Tony Hadley. 
 

We had gross takings of £11,500 and expect to distribute 

£8,000 - £9,000 to good causes with the village at the AGM 

on 9th October. 
 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to such a wonderful day 

– if you enjoyed it this year why not get involved and join the 

Fête Committee for next year. 
 

 Jeremy Galpin, Fête Committee Chairman 

 

The main “seaside” display and photo booth on Upper Green (left) and Fête Chairman 

Jeremy Galpin presenting Mary Berry with a bouquet (right) 
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Punch and Judy was very funny and we shouted ‘Oh yes it 

is’ and ‘Oh no it isn’t’ as loudly as we could. I gave Uncle 

Mike (Cottman) a cuddle outside the Bernard Hall and my 

Mummy wore a yellow T-shirt because she was helping. 

Grandma made lots of cakes for the cake stall too and I 

helped to ice them in the morn-

ing. It was fun. Esther Clayton 

Age 5 

I really liked the fete mainly because I got to ride in a very 

old car with no roof and only 2 seats (Peter Bradbury’s Lea-

Francis – ed). I also liked the coconut shy because I won a 

coconut for the first time and enjoyed eating it in Wales 

with my brother, sister and cousins. I also liked the hoopla 

and won Thai Sweet Chilli Sauce from India which was 

very spicy, and some tasty lemonade. I also liked Mary Ber-

ry coming and I happened to see her in the post office. 

Charlie Hovil   Age 9 

I enjoyed seeing boys from my 

class having sponges thrown at 

them in the stocks!  I then threw 

sponges at my sister and she got 

soaked!  I was part of the school 

choir singing a couple of songs - it 

was fun when we had to invite 

another person to sing with us and 

do the actions too.    

Poppy Winnicott Age 9 

 

On Fete Day I did a Dancing 

Show with my school friends and all the Mummies and 

Daddies watched us and clapped at the end. I had a Lollipop 

from the shop and went around the Fete with my cousins 

from Wiltshire. I liked the Hook a Duck game. Lizzie 

Clayton Age 6 
 
I enjoyed going on the surf simulator and doing the school dancing. The fancy 
dress costumes were good too.  It was a great day and very hot!  Olivia Winnicott 
Age 7 
 

Comments on the Fete from newcomers to the Village: 
We had such a wonderful time helping out at the “Bric a Brac” stall and the Basket 

Tombola. We were amazed at the scale of it all, and the amount of people who 

came from all over the County as well as local. We were so busy helping that we 

didn’t get to look around ourselves.  Next year, perhaps! So we cannot comment 

except to say “Well done” to all those who organised it. It was a perfect day and 

we met some really lovely people.   

 

And from the Coconut Shy: 

Down on the Lower Green we were running the coconut shy.  There was a con-

stant stream of customers, both young and old; some hit and won coconuts, some 

didn’t - but everyone, including us, enjoyed themselves, with many returning to 

have another turn.  Having had a much more profitable year than before, we hope 

to continue this trend in the future; and we will have to stage the coconut shy 

again, due to the fact that we’re still finding missing balls in the garden!   

 

View down Lower Church Street on 

Fête Day from the church tower by 

Doug Kennedy 

Jonah and the Big Fish 
As a contribution to the village fete the children of St Nicholas’ 

Church studied the story of Jonah and the Big Fish They then 

created a large collage, in the form of a comic strip, telling the 

story. This was made with cloth and also with card and paper, 

requiring cutting, sewing, colouring and sticking skills. Two 

older girls wrote the speech bubbles telling the story. The pro-

ject was designed and organised by Caroline Stonham and all 

the children’s groups and their leaders took part. The impres-

sive finished work was on display on Fete day in the church for 

the many visitors to see and to hear the message of this well 

known Bible story. The family service the following day, led by 

Ian Herbert, was also based on the Jonah story and featured a 

dramatic presentation. 

 

In addition Sarah Wood organised Jonah related activities for 

children in the church during the fete. There was a Jonah Joke 

competition, Jonah crossword and a Jonah wordsearch. The 

children could make a paper boat or do various colouring ac-

tivities. While they were occupied and enjoying the coolness of 

the church Sarah and Ian Herbert were able to talk to the chil-

dren and their parents about the story and about what the 

church has on offer for children and families throughout the 

year. 
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A Fun Day, Dog Show and 

Car Boot Sale 
 

Cuddington Playing Field 

on Sunday, 15 September 1pm –4pm 

 
 

Bouncy Castle    BBQ   Tombola 
 

Face Painting   Raffle   Dog Show 
 

Boules Competition    Car Boot Stalls 
 

Tea & Cake     Open Bar 
 

To pre book a car boot pitch at £8 / £10 contact:  

Lorraine Ray 01844 290606 

The past two weeks of beautiful weather makes it difficult to 

believe how blessed and pleased 13 members of the History 

Society and their friends, felt when they visited Chenies 

Manor on the warm, sunny afternoon of the 19th June. 

  

Chenies Manor is a brick built semi fortified manor house 

built by Sir John Cheyne , whose family were granted mano-

rial rights on the land in 1180. The Manor was visited by 

both Henry VIII and Elizabeth 1st, the latter on several oc-

casions. John Russell, 1st Duke of Bedford, extended the 

property in 1680 having come by Chenies it is thought, by 

marriage. It remained in the Russell family until the 1950s 

when, having been increasingly neglected, it was bought by 

the MacLeod Matthews family who remain the current own-

ers. 

  

We were guided around the house by a knowledgeable and 

enthusiastic guide. The first impression was of the managea-

ble size of the interior. Although the rooms were large com-

pared to the average Cuddington house it was easy to under-

stand why it was such a comfortable family home. The furni-

ture and decor are sympathetic to the age of the house, some 

contemporary pieces having been found at auction by the 

owners and restored. The roped doorway of one family bed-

room allowed us to glimpse a comfortable modern space in 

which anoth-

er doorway 

could well 

have ac-

cessed an 

“en suite”. 

By contrast 

the guest 

bedrooms 

led into each 

other allow-

ing intruders other than the reputed ghosts access should 

they so desire! In the corner of one bedroom was a most 

satisfactory hidden cupboard with steps leading down to an 

enlarged space that we assumed to be a hidey hole. The last 

two rooms of the bedroom floor housed interesting pictures, 

documents and Mrs MacLeod Matthews’ doll collection.  

 

Throughout the house was an interesting exhibition of 

installation art. 

  

We left the house into the magnificent gardens which boast 

stunning herbaceous borders, an extensive herb garden and 

a maze. The maze, although compact, proved to be more 

complicated than we first imagined. Fortunately, as my com-

panion was approaching the edge of panic we found the way 

out. 

  

It was another successful History Society outing, the next 

one will be Tuesday 3rd September 2013 prior to the start of 

the autumn meetings. A trip to Marlborough by coach, which 

will include 2 guided tours, one to a newly restored 17th 

century silk merchant’s house, the other a guided walk of the 

town. Contact Peter Wenham (01844 291932) for a place 

while there are some left! 

The speaker for our July meeting was Sherry Scott. Many 

members would have remembered her visit  a few years ago  

when she spoke of her experiences while taking help to veter-

ans of the 1939-45 war to 

whom the  Burmese Gov-

ernment gives neither help 

nor pensions. That talk 

told of many dangers 

Sherry had encountered, 

but perhaps this account 

which she had entitled 

“Burma Re-visited” de-

scribed even more terrify-

ing experiences such as 

tramps through the jungle 

expecting at any minute to 

be caught by the Junta 

forces. In fact she and Phil 

were eventually captured 

and put in jail. Help was 

miraculously at hand and 

within a few days they were free from jail and after a perilous 

journey to the airport they flew safely home. During her time 

in Burma Sherry had encountered women and children who 

had suffered horrendeous treatment. It is certainly not only the 

veterans who need help. 
 

Sherry’s vivid account of her experiences was thoroughly 

appreciated by everyone, and it was Dorothy Woodford who 

gave the vote of thanks. 

Sherry Scott with a traditional 

Burma dress 
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June was a cool month with a mean 

monthly temperature of 14.4 deg C 

(58F), the long term average is 15.4 

deg C (60F).It was our coolest June 

since 2001 (14.3 deg C) although June 

2013 was on a par with that of 2003. 

 Daytime maximum air temperatures in 

June averaged 19.3 deg Celsius 

(66.7F); the long term average is 20.9 

deg Celsius (69.6F). Night time air 

minimum temperatures averaged 9.4 

deg Celsius (48.9F); the long term av-

erage is 9.8 deg Celsius (49.6F). 

 The actual highest day time air maxi-

ma occurred on the 19th (26.0 deg C, 

78.8F) and the lowest on the 10th (15.0 

deg C, 59F). The actual highest night 

time air minima occurred on the 20th 

(16.0 deg C, 60.8F) and the lowest on 

the 2nd (4.5 deg C, 40.1F); the lowest 

temperature just above the grass oc-

curred on the morning of the 15th (0.3 

deg C, 32.5F). 

 June began on a very sunny note but 

overall it was a dull month with bright 

sunshine totalling 125.0 hours which is 

well below the normal of 191.0 hours. 

 June was a very dry month with a total 

accumulation of 17.2mm (0.68in) - the 

long term average is 51.4 mm (2.02in). 

It was very close in value to June 2000 

when 17.6mm (0.69in) was recorded. 

  

Sky Notes: 
August is the month when we expect the 

annual Perseid meteors, so named be-

cause these 'shooting stars' appear to 

emanate from the constellation of Per-

seus. This year is particularly favoura-

(Continued on page 10) 

A summer visitor 

Finance – Thanks were expressed to John Luckett for his work as treasurer.  

Owing to a decline in revenue the CPFA have fallen back into deficit in 2013, this 

is largely due to a drop in revenue from the Club. Fund raising events have been 

run successfully this year generating much needed income and thanks was given to 

the council members who have supported these events.  The revenue generated 

from the club is used to support the running of the playing field therefore it is im-

perative the club is supported by the villagers to ensure we do not loss this facility 

from our village.  
 

Representatives-  It was suggested that each society or club have individual 

representatives on the council and therefore where one person is representing more 

than one society, letters will be sent to each organisation asking for a second 

member to join the council. 
 

Fun day and dog show is to be held on Sunday 15th September, any volunteers to 

help run this would be much appreciated.  
 

Parking in the playing field, it was agreed that the church, village hall committee 

and any other society wishing to use the playing field car park should seek 

permission through Deana Bates  (booking secretary).  
 

The Parish Council have agreed the bin can be moved from the patio and  

repositioned in the car park. The CPFA ask the Parish Council to ensure this is 

emptied by AVDC during their normal collection rounds. 

August 
Thursday 1st   Lighthouse in Thame 

Friday2nd          Last day of Lighthouse in Thame 

Wednesday 7th 7.30 p.m.    Parish Council Meeting 

Monday 12th 2-4.00p.m.  Play around the Parishes on the Playing Field  

 

September 
Tuesday 3rd    History Society Outing  (see page 8) 
Wednesday 4th 7.30 p.m. Parish Council  Meeting 

Monday 9th 7.30 pm         Gardening Club 

Tuesday 10th 2.30 p.m.   W.I.  Brill Hand Bell Ringers 

Saturday 14th    W.I. Coffee Morning and stalls on the Upper Green 

Saturday 14th                Presentation of the Tindall Cup   (see page 1) 

Sunday15th 1-4.00 p.m.    Fun Day on the Playing Fields  (see page 8) 

Saturday 21st 10-5.15pm    Teaching Day in Methodist Church  (see  page 4) 

Thursday 26th 8.00 p.m. Start of Exploring Christianity Course  in St Nicholas 

     (see page 2) 

Friday 27th    Last day for applying for funds from Fête (see page 4) 

Saturday 28th 8.30 a.m.   Women’s Breakfast  in St Nicholas  (see page 4) 

Saturday 28th 11.00 a.m.  Coffee Morning in Clubhouse  (see page 5) 

With deep regret Village Voice 

reports that Ray Orchard died on  

July 13th . 

 

His funeral will be held on Monday 5th 

August in St Nicholas’ Church and a 

full tribute to this popular member of 

the village will appear in our 

next issue. 
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It has been rather a 

hectic but very re-

warding time with 

transition activities 

taking place during 

the month. Our new 

Foundation children 

joined us on a Tues-

day morning which was a real pleasure. The year 2 children 

spent the morning at the Junior site and the whole day learn-

ing circus skills later in the week. We also held a transition 

meeting for the year 2 parents - thank you to those of you 

who came.  

 

At the other end of the school all our year 6 pupils going to 

state secondary schools, have spent time in their new Year 7 

environment and had a wonderful time. 

 

So after all 

of this it 

was a lovely 

change to 

have the 

village fete 

where our 

children 

both sang 

and danced 

outside 

Tyringham Hall. Some of the children and I ran Splat the 

Rat, Plonko and the Lollipop side shows (which was great 

fun!) and Mrs Barfoot enjoyed judging the sandcastle flag 

competition. As always it was all very enjoyable and it all 

helps the school in keeping in touch with the village! 

 

I am very aware that from time to time problems occur when 

the school bus or refuse lorry gets hampered by a poorly 

Services at St. Nicholas 
 

(Churchwardens: David Benson 01296 433757 and Graham Carr 290000)  

 
 

August 
 
 

4th 10.00 am   HOLY COMMUNION 
  A modern Communion service with hymns, The  
  children go to Sunday Special for part of the  
  Service  
 

11th 10.00 am   FAMILY SERVICE  
  A service for all ages, including lively hymns, with 
  the involvement of young musicians. 
 

18th 10.00 am   HOLY COMMUNION 
   A less formal modern Communion Service with  
  hymns. The children go to Sunday  Special for  
  part of the Service  
    
25th 10.00 am  SONGS OF PRAISE 
     (see page 4) 
 
 
 

There is a service at 5.30 pm every Sunday evening at Cuddington 
Methodist Chapel. 
  

September 
 

1st 10.00 am   HOLY COMMUNION 
  A modern Communion Service with hymns. 
  The children go to “Sunday Special” for  
  part of the service 
 

8th 10.00 am   FAMILY SERVICE  
  A service for all ages, including lively hymns, 
  with the involvement of young musicians. 
 

15h 10.00 am   HOLY COMMUNION 
   A less formal modern Communion Service 
  with hymns. The children go to Sunday 
  Special for part of the Service  
   

22nd 10.00 am MORNING WORSHIP 
     A service of worship and the word, with a  
  mixture of traditional and modern hymns.  
  The children go straight to Chattabox and the 
  Grid in the Bernard Hall at 9.50 a.m.  
  

 11.15 am   HOLY COMMUNION 
  A communion service with hymns, according 
  to the Book of Common Prayer. 
 

29th 10.00 am MORNING WORSHIP 
  A service of worship and the word, with a  
  mixture of traditional and modern hymns.  
  The children go straight to Chattabox and the 
  Grid in the Bernard Hall at 9.50 a.m.  

 6.30 pm BENEFICE CHORAL EVENSONG IN  
  HADDENHAM 
 
 

 

ble since the near half moon will have set allowing fainter 

meteors to be visible (weather permitting). 

 These meteors reach their peak during the night of 12th/13th, 

although meteors will be seen for several days either side of 

this date. If you go outside, allowing your eyes to adapt to the 

dark, look high up in a north-easterly direction in the late 

evening of the 12th or in more of an easterly direction during 

the small hours of the 13th. You will not have to wait long 

before you see one. 

 As many as 30 meteors per hour could be observed after 

about 1 AM on the 13th, for those keener observers! 

If you see one, you are witnessing the destruction of a tiny 

piece of material (smaller than a grain of sand and as old as 

the Earth) through frictional heating as it enters our atmos-

phere at heights up to 70 miles above our heads and speeds of 

up to 40 miles per second. 

  

 Sean Clarke 

Weather 
(Continued from page 9) 

parked car; we do our utmost to remind both parents and staff 

of their responsibilities to the village and hopefully it is not 

often that they are the actual cause. 

 

During the summer holidays many of you will see some long-

awaited work going on down the side path. We are redesigning 

the window and door entrance into our Foundation class which 

will make the access to the Foundation garden much easier and 

more convenient. We are also re-laying the path to make it a 

better surface. 
 

We hope you all enjoy the summer holiday period! 
 

 Mrs Kim Price 

 


