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July 
2013 

 
VOLUME SIXTEEN 

 

Other Events in July 
Church Concert 

 

Saturday 27th July 

 

Choir from Australia 

 

See page 7 

Summer Activities for 

Young People 

 

25th July - 2nd August 

 

Lighthouse & Play 

See page 6 

National Gardens 

Scheme 

 

Sunday 28th July 

 

Five gardens open 

See page 4 

Doug Kennedy will be giving a talk in Long Crendon on “ Landscapes and Wildlife”  on Thursday 5th  July at 

7 p.m. see under his article on page 8 

Put on your socks and sandals, knot up your 
hanky, don your bathing suits and head up to the 
Playing Fields on Saturday 13th July in time to be 
part of the fête procession which will leave 
promptly at 2pm.  
 

Children in seaside fancy dress will be able to ride 
on the tractor and Mary Berry, our VIP, will be 
waving to the crowds of onlookers from a vintage 
Bentley as we start the fête procession. 
 

If you want to have the chance of winning a prize 
at the Knobbly Knee or Fancy Dress Competitions, 
you need to be at the Bernard Hall either as part of 
the procession or for when it arrives at 2.30pm. 
 

Try your luck on the Coconut Shy, Basket Tombo-
la, Spin the Bottle, the Human Fruit Machine or 
pick up a bargain at the Toy, Book and Nearly 
New Stalls. 
 

Visit St Nicholas Church for some ‘fishy’ activities 
and a magnificent view of our village from the 
Church Tower. 
 

With performances from the School Junior Choir, 
Cuddington Youth Drama, Haddenham Hoofers 
and the School Infant Dancing it promises to be a 
great day out! 
 

See page 3 for lots more …. 
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The  Revd. Jonathan Hawkins writes... 
 

The Dog Days of July are upon us (well we do hope for some good summer weather!). A 

phrase dating from Roman times when it was considered that the hot sultry days of summer 

were associated with the star Sirius, the brightest star in the constellation Canis Major (Large 

Dog 
 

Interestingly enough the 1552 Book of Common Prayer also referred to this period of the 

Christian year as the ‘Dog Daies’ beginning July 6th and ending on August 17th. But by the 

time of the 1662 version of the book, this reference was no longer used. 
 

Dog days or summer days, it is a time in the year with better weather when many people take 

time out  to be with their family and to have a break from work or school. It is a time to rest 

as well as a time to refocus our thoughts and our lives which is very much what we are doing 

in the home group that I am part of as we begin to study the Bishop of Oxford’s new book “Living Faithfully”.  
 

In his book, Bishop John takes us through five areas of study: Facing God, Facing myself, Facing the world, Facing 

others and Facing the future. These various sections cover all sorts of topics from how we live, how we handle 

money, sex, temptation, how we work, shop or are involved in politics, peace and justice, how we build friendships, 

marriage and community and how we face the future of the world and our own lives lived out in the world and how 

we face our eventual death. All very challenging and extremely relevant to each one of us! 
 

As you can see from the above summary, pretty much all of life will be covered in our studies which we hope will 

give us a better understanding of our faith, our lives and our responsibilities as we take this opportunity to refocus 

how we live out our lives in community with one another. 
 

Each of the home groups associated with St Nicholas choses for itself what to study except for the occasional times 

when we make efforts to work together on a particular theme or from a particular book. Our groups meet locally in 

people’s houses and some are in the evening and others are held during the day and are all very informal.  
 

If you have ever felt that you would like to know more about the Christian faith, or to have the opportunity to have 

challenging discussions in a Christian context, do consider joining one of our groups and have an informal chat 

with either myself or Graham Carr. 

 

May God bless you in these ‘Dog Days’ 

 

Thought For The Month 

Once again Cuddington  has shown its tremendous support for the annual  Christian Aid appeal, and has exceeded 

the figure for each of the last four years.  There was nearly a 20% increase over last year.  Again, over £1,000 has 

been given in the House to House collections - this is a remarkable figure. 
 

Details of the amounts received are: 
 

   House Collections and Donations  £1,016.77 
 

   Bring & Buy and Plant Sale   £352.21 
    

   Parish Supper    £238.75 
 

   Wichert Chorale – May Day Madrigals  £40.00 
 

   Cuddington  & Dinton School  £100.00 
 

   Other Donations    £58.50 
 

   Musical Concert    £90.50 
 

   GRAND TOTAL    £1,896.73 

 

In addition Gift Aid Vouchers to the value of £504.62 will enable this amount to be in-

creased by tax rebates. 
 

Very grateful thanks to you all for this level of commitment not only in the generous 

giving but also in helping Carolyn Saker to organise the week's activities.  
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CUDDINGTON SEASIDE FÊTE  
Saturday July 13th 2013 

Punch & Judy Shows 
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Toddlers Sand Pit 

Tyringham
 Teas 

Mary Berry CBE 
To open the fête and 

judge some of the  
competitions! 

Temporary Road Closure for Cuddington Fete 
Saturday,  13th   July, 2013 

 

The fete committee would like to remind you about road closures on fete day, Saturday, 13th July, 2013, the following roads 
will be closed to all but fete related traffic as follows : 
 

from 10.30 am until 5.30 pm  : 
Holly Tree Lane from the junction with Great Stone down to the junction with Frog Lane 
Spurt Street from the junction with Upper Church Street to the junction with Holly Tree Lane   (After the procession is 
over, Spurt Street will be used for disabled parking)  
Upper Church Street from the main road down to Lower Church Street 
Lower Church Street down to and including the Lower Green and Church Close  
 

For those of you without off-street parking,  it would be greatly appreciated if all vehicles could be removed from these 
roads by 10.30 am.   Parking will be available at the Playing Fields at the end of Bernard Close. 
 

from 1.45 pm  until  2.15 pm :    (temporary closure) 
The Aylesbury – Cuddington Road from the junction with Holly Tree Lane to   “Wayside” on  Bridgeway  
Dadbrook  from No. 9, Hillside to the village crossroads 
The whole of Bernard Close 
 

For those of you without off-street parking,  it would be very much appreciated if all vehicles could be removed from these 
roads for this short time,  to allow the Fete Procession to move from Bernard Close over the main road to Spurt Street from 
where it will continue around the village to the Bernard Hall.  These roads will be open again as soon as the whole proces-
sion has passed over the main road at around  2.15 pm.    
 

If you have any questions or problems regarding any of the above road closures, please contact Jennifer on 291501 or Jere-
my on 299291.  With our thanks for your co-operation and wishing you all a  happy Fete day. 

Cuddington Fete Committee 2013 

Cake Stall 

BBQ
 &

 Beer  

Tent 

2.00pm Procession starts from the Playing Fields 
2.30pm Grand Opening & Competitions 

3.30pm Grand Auction 
4.30pm Grand Draw 
5.30pm Fête Closes 

6.00 pm Family Fun at the Playing Fields 
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The beautiful garden of James and Elsie Frost was a 

lovely venue in which to enjoy the Gardening Club’s 

Wine and Cheese party.  Armed with a glass and a 

helpful “I-spy” list of unusual and interesting plants to look out for, mem-

bers wandered round the garden and wild flower meadow and took in the 

delights of The Old Rectory.  
 

An impressive spread of cheeses, patés 

and various accompaniments were con-

sumed sitting on the terrace or inside the 

Frost’s new Garden Room.  Everybody 

seemed to thoroughly enjoy themselves 

and there were many compliments – so a 

big thank you to James and Elsie for al-

lowing us to use their garden and house 

and to the Committee for their hard work. 
 

For anybody kindly donating plants for the Fête on 13th July please 

take your plants to Great Stone House (Jeane Oke) on Thursday 11th 

July or by 10.15 a.m. on the 12th.  Very many thanks. 
 

The next outing for the Gardening Club is to Adwell House near Post-

combe on Wednesday 17th July. 

Sunday 28th July 2013  2pm-6pm 
 

On Sunday 28th July, five Cuddington gardens will be open to the public under the National Gar-
dens Scheme, each offering its own special delights.  
 

33 Bernard Close (Tony & Georgina Orchard) 
“A feast of colour with masses of glorious annuals in borders, beds, troughs, pots and hanging baskets.  Established 
shrubs….and don’t forget to look out for the gardener’s double!” 
 

Dadbrook House  (Gerald & Clico Kingsbury) 
“Imaginatively laid out to include formal area with knot garden, ha ha flanked 
by mixed borders, topiary, small lake, gravel courtyard, walled kitchen garden, 
fine trees with glass and willow sculptures.”  Plant stall by Dadbrook Plants 
 

The Old Place (Michael & Julia Straiton) 
“Partially walled 1½-acre garden surrounding ancient cottage.  Mixed beds 
and lawns with glass and willow sculptures.  Stunning valley view.” 
 

Tibbys Cottage (Anthony & Evelyn Hatch) 
“Cottage garden surrounding charming 400yr old thatched cottage. Natural 
limestone spring-fed stream running to bog garden and pool with ducks. Lovely 
views across fields to Nether Winchendon. Magnificent gunnera manicata and 
hostas.” 
 

Tyringham Hall (Sherry Scott MBE & Phil Johnson) 

“Medieval house that will be partly open.  Flower filled terraces, large lawns, herbaceous borders.  Mature trees, bog area 

featuring water garden with ducks.  Raised beds with organic vegetables.” 
 

The gardens will be open from 2pm to 6pm.  Entry will be £5. (children free) to cover all five gardens.  This ‘gate’ money 
will go direct to the NGS who, in turn, will distribute funds to national charities including Macmillan Cancer Support, Marie 
Curie Cancer Care, Help the Hospices, Carers Trust, The Queen’s Nursing Institute, Perennial Gardeners’ Royal Benevolent 
Society and The National Trust training scheme. 
 

In 2011, Cuddington garden openers were proud to send the sum of £4,926. to the NGS.  We hope we can send a substantial 
sum again this year.  
 

Teas will be served at The Bernard Hall in aid of their own funds and also in the garden at Tyringham Hall in aid of Sunshine 
Club funds. 
 

The church will, of course, be open and a further plant stall will be set up outside the Bernard Hall by Pasture Farm Plants of 

Longwick who will be donating 10% of their sales to NGS. 
 

Free car parking will be at the Playing Field and in the field to the rear of Dadbrook House. 
 

We hope that villagers will take this opportunity to visit and enjoy the open gardens and will forgive any inconvenience 

caused by the influx of visitors, remembering that all monies taken will be going to very special charities. 

As Mary Berry will be our VIP guest at 
the Fete this year, it seems fitting that our 
Cake Stall should be brimming with good-
ies! Whether it is cup cakes, tea loaves, 
sponge cakes, cookies, fairy cakes or tray 
bakes we’d love to have them all - so let’s 
get baking!   
 

Cakes need to be adequately covered 
with cellophane, cling film or similar 
and labelled with: 
a)  Variety of cake - e.g. fruit, choco-
late, date & walnut. 
b)  Nuts - Must state if cake contains 
nuts or could contain traces of nuts. 
 

Donations will be accepted at the Bernard 
Hall from 11.30am 
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Cuddington Playing Field Clubhouse is currently undergoing difficulties.  
In the light of this it is fitting to relate the story of how it was built nearly 
40 years ago. 
 
The first recorded mention of “a new pavilion” to replace the old tin build-
ing appeared in the minutes of the Playing Field Association committee in 
April 1973.  From February 1974 the PFAC established a separate ac-
count for the expected costs of the new building – by November it stood at 
£208.  Many activities were undertaken to raise money including spon-
sored walks, darts matches, marathon runs, raffles, a barbecue and the 
200 Tote Club organised by Michael White, which many villagers support-
ed.  Only one grant was received – the Parish Council donated £300. 
 
The Parish Council sanctioned the project in May 1975.  Ivor Healy, a 
village builder, drew up the plans and, after approval in September 1975, 
he exercised general management of the whole enterprise.  Ivor comment-
ed at the time, “Let’s get stuck in and build it ourselves”. The building 
took over 10 months.  The major core of builders was Tim Busby, Frank 
Crowdy, Keith Orchard, Alan Radwell, Glen Rhymer, Bill Slatter, Andy 
Tomlinson (from Ashendon), Colin Walker, Michael White, Nibby White 
and Spen Whitfield.  This versatile group set about work in their free time 
at weekends and during the lighter evenings.  Many of the materials were 
provided freely from within the group.  However, cement, bricks and tim-
bers were purchased.  All undertook general labouring, but employed their 
specialist skills when necessary – such as plumbing, electrical work, brick-
laying, carpentry and decorating and plastering.  From time to time they 
were augmented by support from others – particularly members of the 
Cricket and Football Clubs.  In all, Ivor Healy noted that 27 local men had 
participated in the enterprise. 
 
By September 1976 “the new pavilion” was complete.  It included a club 
room (the present billiards room), a changing room, showers, a cloakroom 
and kitchen.  The power of village community effort was demonstrated.  It 
was entirely achieved by self-help, including fund-raising – there were no 
more grants – and by the energy, expertise and commitment of a dedicated 
band of men. 
 
The Bucks Herald of 30 September 1976 carried an article and photograph 
entitled “All Their Own Work”.  Ivor Healy, in his report at the CPFA 
AGM, stated , with justifiable pride, “Cuddington might well feel proud of 
the people who gave up their weekends and evenings to build it, because 
the new pavilion belongs to the parish and has been built without any 
charge on the rates”.  Nibby White and Audrey Healy have provided very 
useful reminiscences and papers in the preparation of this article and are 
warmly thanked. 
 

It is worthwhile noting that 
the initial aim was to provide 
sports facilities.  It was a little 
later that a small bar was 
established.  Gradually the 
“new pavilion” became 
known as the Clubhouse.  In 
1981 it was decided that an 
extended room for meetings 
and a larger bar would pro-
vide an even better social 
amenity and this was built. 
 
There have been significant changes since.  The recent refurbishment of 
the clubhouse has been of great benefit and, on the playing field, the tennis 
courts and boules pitch have been created.  Cuddington Playing Field and 
Clubhouse continue to provide a significant contribution to village life. 
 

Peter Wenham 

 
At their meeting on 
Tuesday, June 11th 
W.I. members en-
joyed a fascinating 
talk given by Mrs. 
Molyneux, Chair-

man of Brill Society. Her subject was the 
restoration of Brill Windmill, work on which 
has recently been completed. This windmill 
began its working life in the middle of the 
seventeenth century and continued to grind 
wheat into flour until 1923. 
 

During the twen-
tieth century ef-
forts were made 
from time to time 
to preserve the 
structure, some of 
which only made 
matters worse, 
and it was only at 
the beginning of 
this century that 
there was a deter-
mination to bring this grade II listed building 
back to its original glory.   A committee was 
formed, and when it had managed to collect 
together, by grants and other means, the very 
substantial sum needed for the work experts 
were called in and the restoration began. 
 

By means of a series of photographs which 
she showed on the screen Mrs. Molyneux was 
able to let members appreciate the meticulous 
care that had gone into the work. We were 
shown how before being taken away for re-
pair every article from the smallest screw to 
the largest girder was labelled and its number 
listed so that on their return everything would 
be put back in its correct place. 
 

This restoration has now been completed and 
Mrs. Molyneux’s last photograph showed the 
mill standing proudly in all its former glory. 
Members were told that visitors would be 
able, not only to admire the exterior but to see 
the inside workings which had once done the 
essential job of turning corn into flour. 
 

In her vote of thanks Audrey Jeffrey ex-
pressed the appreciation of members for such 
an interesting talk. 

An Appeal from Boules 

Club Committee  
 

Cuddington Boules Club respectfully re-

quest that parents do not allow their chil-

dren to play on the Boules piste.  

 

The committee have genuine concerns 

about possible health risks that this may 

have on the children.      

 

Your co-operation in this would be much  

appeciated. Thank you 
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A good number of people turned out on a summer’s evening to listen to a lovely concert presented by The Maurizi Ensemble 

in the Church of St Nicholas. The ensemble -  Charles Sewart and Gillian Secret (violins), Emma Shepherd and Emily Hester

(violas),  Julian Metzger and David Knight (cellos) - organised by Robert Secret, presented two works for strings – Quintet 

in C Major, Op.28, no 4 by Boccherini, and Sextet in G Major, Op.36 by Brahms.  
 

Luigi Boccherini (1743 -1805) was Italian by birth but lived much of his life in Madrid. The C Major Quintet, written in Ma-

drid in 1778, has four separate movements.  
 

The first movement’s melody was introduced by a solo cello. This was a jolly dance with plenty of opportunities for the in-

strumentalists to demonstrate their skill. Trills and musical ornaments pleased the ear, and the interplay between the players 

pleased the eye. The second movement – a minuetto – was a graceful piece played with warmth and elegance. A change of 

mood for the third movement allowed us time to reflect on the music. This movement was slow, “Grave”, and was played 

with great feeling. The main melody in this movement was shared among the musicians, each having a variation, from the 

pleading sound of the cellos, through the warmth of the violas to the soaring of the violins. A happy Rondeau, which had a 

real folk dance feel to it, completed the piece. 
 

After the interval, when we all enjoyed excellent drinks and delicious canapés, we were treated 

to the Sextet in G Major by Brahms.  Johannes Brahms (1833-1897) was German by birth and 

lived half of his life in Vienna. This sextet, written in 1864-65, almost 100 years after the Boc-

cherini, follows the same pattern of four movements. 
 

The first movement was introduced by the violins playing a beautiful, haunting melody. There 

were sudden changes in mood, indicated by key changes. It sounded dark and quite sinister at 

times, with the beautiful melody being interrupted by these dramatic changes. It finished with a 

return to the quiet melody. The second movement was a quick piece with lovely pizzicato play-

ing. The middle section felt like a happy dance, with the music twirling and accented. This led 

to another change – a slow movement ”Adagio”, full of longing, desperation, almost anger, 

turmoil, and finishing with a peaceful acceptance. The final part sounded happier as it seemed 

to skip along with the different instruments taking up the challenge of embellishing the melody accompanied by the bagpipe 

drone of folk music. What, I wondered, had happened in Brahms’ life at that time? The answer is that he had broken off his 

engagement to Agathe, who later married another man… such sadness had inspired this beautiful music. 
 

The audience were very appreciative of these lovely performances. Visitors enjoyed the beauty of the church ( some of them 

had already enjoyed the beauty of Cuddington by going on a guided walk round the village)– the closeness of audience to 

performers enhanced this concert. The performers were delighted with their warm welcome, and we sent our best wishes to 

Robert Secret who is unwell.  
 

A vote of thanks was given to Myles and Caroline Saker for selling tickets and to the catering team. A very happy audience 

went home feeling that they had indeed had a Taste of Summer.    

 Jane Benson 

Thursday July  25  2-4p.m   

“Play around the Parishes” 

Games and craft activities on 

the Playing Fields hosted by 

AVDC. 

 

Monday July 29th - Friday 

August 2nd 

“Lighthouse” 

Exciting week for all ages, with 

sports, craft , Bible stories and 

music on Thame Showground. 

See last month’s Village Voice 

for more details 

Register on  

www. lighthousethame.org.com 

or contact Helen Keeping  

(291635) 

After nearly two whole years Mrs Luff is now back on her own in the office. For 
all of that time Mrs Huxley, our Bursar who had been based on the Junior site, 
was over here sharing the office whilst the rebuild work took place.  She is now 
back in Dinton and will be much missed over in Cuddington, but she will be 
spending one day per week here on Mrs Luff’s day off – so we look forward to 
still seeing her around. 
 

Another change that has just been announced is that Mrs Sue Heron is leaving 
having decided to move to North Wales in September with her husband. We are 
all very sad to see her leave after 8 years working at the school in the Infant De-
partment. Mrs Heron has been responsible for both Years 1 and 2 during her time 
with the school. 
 

Foundation Class visited Green Park recently and here is their report: 
 

We had to match 2 halves of a butterfly, we had to match the colours 
and the butterflies were on different places on the grass. We ate our 
lunch in a tent. We made butterflies with sticks and flowers. We found 
some insects. It was a lovely day. 

  By Lotti and Lily, Foundation Class 
 

We are hoping and praying for fine weather on Friday 28th June when we will be 
celebrating the completion of the rebuild work on the Junior site. 

 Mrs Kim Price 

 

 

Johannes Brahms 1833-1897 
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Cuddington’s Weather: May 2013 
  

May was a cold month with a mean 

temperature of 10.8 deg C (51F), the 

long term average is 12.5 deg C (55F). 

It was our coldest May since 1996 (9.9 

dec C, 50F). So far, every month has 

been significantly below normal since 

the start of the year. 

  

Daytime maximum air temperatures in 

May averaged 15.8 deg Celsius (60F); 

the long term average is 17.7 deg Cel-

sius (64F). Night time air minimum 

temperatures averaged 5.8 deg Celsius 

(42F); the long term average is 7.2 deg 

Celsius (45F). 

  

The actual highest day time air maxi-

ma occurred on the 7th (23.1 deg C, 

74F) and the lowest on the 24th (8.5 

deg C, 47F). The actual highest night 

time air minima occurred on the 21st 

(11.4 deg C, 53F) and the lowest on 

the 1st (minus 0.6 deg C, 31F); the 

lowest temperature just above the 

grass also occurred at this time, (minus 

6.5 deg C, 20F). 

Overall, May was a dull month with 

bright sunshine totalling 149.5 hours - 

the long term average is 193 hours. 

  

Total rainfall for the month was above 

average with 64.2 mm (2.53in), the 

long term average is 54.2 mm (2.13in). 

Sean Clarke 

 

 

TheTheThe   
   

in Buckinghamshirein Buckinghamshirein Buckinghamshire   

Tickets: Tickets: 

Myles and Carolyn Myles and Carolyn 

Saker 01844 291825Saker 01844 291825  

Donations on the Donations on the 

night for Kampala night for Kampala 

Music SchoolMusic School  

An evening of choral entertainment from Down Under:  
contemporary; classical; sacred; opera 

MUSICAL DIRECTOR:  Marguerite Monagle 

ACCOMPANIST:  Glenn Hogue 

CuddingtonCuddington  

St. Nicholas St. Nicholas 

Church Saturday Church Saturday 

27th July at 27th July at 

7:30 pm7:30 pm  

July 2013  
 

Wednesday    3rd       7.30 p.m.        Parish Council  Meeting 

Thursday        4th       7.00 p.m.       Talk at Long Crendon by Doug Kennedy  (see 

     page 8) 

Tuesday          9th       2.30 p.m.       W.I.  Burma Update ---Mrs. Sherry Scott 

Saturday       13th      2.00 p.m.       CUDDINGTON SEASIDE  FETE 

Sunday         14th     12.30 p.m.       Burma Lunch at Tyringham Hall 

Wednesday  17th      2.15 p.m.        Gardening Club    Visit to Adwell House 

Thursday     25th    2-4.00  p.m.      Play around the Parishes on the Playing Field 

Saturday      27th        7.30 p.m.       Concert in St. Nicholas    (see page 7) 

Sunday         28th     2-6.00 p.m.      National Garden Scheme  Open Gardens   

     (see page  4) 

Monday       29th  -Aug 2nd                Lighthouse (see page 6) 

 

August  2013 
 

Wednesday    7th      7.30 p.m.         Parish Council  Meeting 

Monday        12th   2-4.00p.m.         Play around the Parishes on the Playing Field  

"“I must go down to the seas again  

   To the  lonely sea and the sky"     

     

(John Masefield) 

Help Needed 

The distributors of Village Voice 

do a wonderful job, and now the 

team needs a few more volunteers.  

 

If you could spare half an hour 

once a month please get in touch 

with Judy Miller  (291 344).  

 

When my alarm went off at 3.30am on Saturday morning, with the rain driving 
against the window panes in high winds, I was beginning to regret my decision to 
take part in my first Sunrise Walk!  
 

I arrived at the Lower Green and tried to recognise people beneath their hats 
and hoods in the darkness.  
 

Despite the weather, 16 of us had turned out for the occasion, two of whom were 
the vital support crew (Sherry & Phil) who awaited our arrival at the Observato-
ry with hot tea, coffee and delicious home-baked biscuits.  
 

We followed a circular route through wheat fields and along farm tracks and 
arrived back at the Lower Green before 6am. I think we all felt quite righteous at 
having such an energetic albeit damp start to our Saturday. I went off to feed our 
pigs and I do believe some walkers went home to go back to bed… 
 

Thank you to Angela Wenham for coordinating the walk and ensuring that every-
one was looked after. 

Karen Clayton 
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Being a local environmental activist is an odd business: lots of people feel it's a good thing to have around because 

we "all should do more about the environment", whilst others believe you are completely wasting your time and 

are even cynical about the whole environmental debate. In the face of pollution, extinction of species, strange 

weather Worldwide and a rapidly growing human population, the way we are living is unsustainable, and we 

know it: but we are not prepared to do anything serious about it. When I discuss this with people of all ages, the 

attitude seems to be pretty fatalistic: if the World leaders can't sort it out, what chance do I have? 

We can, and must do something about what we can affect, unless we are prepared to accept the consequences of selfishness 

and apathy; for instance: 

 

 Control and limit our energy use (thereby saving money). 

 Minimise waste by avoiding over-packaged goods, reusing bags, recycling, only buying what we need rather than 

over-stocking with everything, and home made compost is great for the garden. 

 Avoid polluting our environment: thrushes are great snail destroyers and look better than blue pellets, and the same 

goes for many garden chemicals that cause more problems than 

they solve. 

 

If you love the English countryside and don't want it to turn into 'airstrip 

one' take an active interest in the land around us and help to enhance and 

protect it. The first step is knowing about what's there. 
 

The Countryside Around Us: 

The Cuddington Vertebrate Watch was not a great success this year, with 

only ten households taking part (after 20 last year). The results over the 

three years this has been running are on the Cuddington website or can be 

obtained by emailing me. 
 

This year, there were lots of pigeons, blackbirds and sparrows (which is 

normal) and more rooks and jackdaws than previously, but fewer robins, 

tits and finches. 

Cuddington Meadows and Spring have seen no ac-

tion since they were cleared last winter, but I met 

with the Waddesdon Farms Manager recently and he 

told me that they have had a very difficult year so 

are a bit behind on non-core activities, like working 

this, but things are easing up we should start to see 

progress from beginning of July.  First, the ecologi-

cal state of the area will be reviewed and then the 

ecologist will make recommendations for action. I 

have asked to be involved in this process to under-

stand what is going on, and promote the village's 

concerns. As it is nettles and cleavers that are most 

vigorous currently, it is likely that these will be 

killed before they seed, then the ground prepared 

and sown with a wildflower and grass mixture. 

Waddesdon are involved in government funded in-

vestigations into seed mixtures currently in their 

efforts to promote biodiversity in the Thame Valley 

and their people are very knowledgeable. Therefore 

I hope that the village can take advantage of this and 

get involved in this project to improve opportunities 

for wildlife habitats and the appearance of the area. 

 

Doug Kennedy (doug@doug-kennedy.com) 

 

Talk in Long Crendon 

Doug will be giving a talk entitled “Chiltern Land-

scapes and Wildlife—Photography and Publishing”  

at Long Crendon  Library on Thursday 5th  July at 7 

p.m.  Entrance is £5 (£3 for concessions) .all pro-

ceeds go to the Library and The Woodland Trust. 

 
Services at St. Nicholas   

 wardens:  David Benson 01296 433757, Graham Carr  290000 
       

July  2013 
 
 7th        10 am   HOLY COMMUNION  
 A modern Communion Service with hymns. The children 
        go to “Sunday Special” for part of the service 
.  
 14th     10 am    FAMILY SERVICE 
 A service for all ages, including lively hymns, with the  

 involvement of young musicians and occasional drama. 

   
 21st        10 am  HOLY COMMUNION 
   A less formal modern Communion Service with hymns. 
  The children go to Sunday Special for  part of the Service  
  

 28th           10 am MORNING WORSHIP  
    A service of worship and the word, with a mixture of 
  traditional and modern hymns. The children go straight 
  to Chattabox and the Grid in the Bernard Hall at 9.50 a.m.  

   11.15 am   HOLY COMMUNION 
   A  service with hymns, according to the  
                          Book of Common Prayer. 
   

 

There is a service at 5.30 pm each Sunday  
    at Cuddington Methodist Chapel  
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