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VOLUME SIXTEEN 

 

NHS 111 is available 24 hours a day, 365 days a year.  Calls are 

free from landlines and mobile phones. 

Call 111 if: 

 You need medical help fast but it’s not a 999 emergency 

 You think you need to go to A&E or need another NHS urgent care service 

 You don’t know who to call or you don’t have a GP to call 
You need health information or reassurance about what to do next 
For less urgent health needs, contact your GP or local pharmacist in the usual 

way.  If a health professional has given you a specific phone number to call when 

you are concerned about your 

condition, continue to use that number. 

For immediate, life-threatening emergencies, continue to call 999.  111 replaces 

NHS Direct (0845 4647). 

(Continued on page 5) 

Wednesday 17th April at 
7.30pm, Bernard Hall 
 

Hopefully, by now, you will have this 
date in your diary!  This is the best op-
portunity, each year, for all villagers, 
young and not so young, to meet and 
have discussions about matters of inter-
est, find out what is going on, as well as 
meeting up with friends old and new. 
 

This year’s Annual Village Meeting will 
adopt the same informal format of last 
year’s where the majority of time will be 
devoted to open discussion and lively 
debate!  One of the topics already raised 
is that of footpaths, particularly in the 
light of the attempts by a local landown-
er to close a nearby path that has always 
been assumed to be a public footpath.   
 

Another hot topic is the difficulty and 
dangers of walking to catch the bus at 
Kings Cross.  Previous attempts to get a 
safe footway have met with problems, 
but is it now time to take further action?   
There will, inevitably, be other im-
portant issues on people’s minds.  So 
that we can ensure your interests in 
Cuddington are voiced, please email 
ideas for discussion and/or activities for 
celebration to our Parish Council clerk:   
venetia.davies@talktalk.net 
The Meeting will start at 7.30pm and 
end at approximately 9.30pm when wine 
and soft drinks will be served. 
 

We all love living in the village and have 
an interest in maintaining its vibrancy, 
appearance and facilities.  It’s your 
meeting.  Be there! 
 

Ken Birkby, Chairman Parish Council 

The Royal Maundy Service took 
take place on 28 March at Christ 
Church Cathedral, Oxford when the 
Queen distributed Maundy Gifts to 
87 men and 87 women from the Ox-
ford Diocese.  This was a very spe-
cial occasion as the Service was tak-
ing place in Christ Church Cathedral 
for the first time in the Queen’s 
reign. For Cuddington, it was partic-
ularly special because Peggy and 
Nan Cattell had been invited to re-
ceive the Maundy gifts in recogni-
tion of their Christian service to the 

church and community over many years.  
 

The distribution of alms and the washing of feet on the Thursday of Holy Week 
are of great antiquity and date back to the 13th Century. Since the 18th Century the 
recipients have numbered as many men and women as the sovereign has years of 
age. The act of washing feet was discontinued in about 1730 but the Lord High 
Almoner and his assistants are still girded with linen towels and carry the tradi-
tional nosegays of sweet herbs; “The Children of the Royal Almonry” – four chil-
dren selected from schools in the diocese carry the same.  The gifts given to the 
recipients are symbolic.  A red purse contains a nominal allowance for clothing 
and provisions (this year a £5 coin and a fifty pence coin). The white purse con-
tains, in Maundy coins, silver pennies, twopences, threepences, and fourpences  - 
as many pence as the Sovereign has years. They are legal tender and the face value 
of a set of 4 coins is 10 new pence. 
 

(Continued on page 2) 
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The Royal Almonry team had made clear that the Queen wished this to be a very special 
day for all of the recipients of Maundy Gifts.  They were the people being honoured and 
all of the ceremonial and the pageant was to this end. Peggy and Nan were seated on the 
south side of the cathedral with an excellent view across the nave and with the memorial 
stone for John and Charles Wesley at their feet.  At 11 am the Royal Fanfare sounded 
and the Queen processed down the nave into the chancel. The opening verses of scrip-
ture; “Jesus said: I give you a new commandment: Love one another” sets the tone for 
the whole ceremony. There is a blur of colour, the elegant robes, the bright red costumes 
of the Yeoman of the Guard, the members of the Royal Almonry with 4 young children 
all girded with their towels and carrying nosegays. The singing seems to lift the roof off 
the cathedral - the music sublime. The First Distribution of Maundy Gifts was made to 
the south side of the cathedral with the Queen moving along to each recipient in turn. A 
lesson then follows before the Queen carries out the Second Distribution to recipients on the North side of the cathedral.  The 
simple message of love and service shines through and makes this a truly “memorable” occasion. Perhaps it would be fitting 
to finish this article by paraphrasing one of the prayers. “ Bless we beseech thee, with thy favour our Sovereign Lady Queen 
ELIZABETH, and grant that these thy gifts bestowed by her may encourage and hearten those who receive them, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord”.  They did indeed encourage and hearten Peggy and Nan. 

Maundy Money 
(Continued from page 1) 

 

“Welcome to the Philippines and its capital Manila”, was our greeting as we arrived at Ninoy 
Aquino International Airport.  
 

Manila, a place where the tourists praise the luxurious hotels, beautiful resorts, Philippine deli-
cacies, cheap transportation, exotic fruits, markets and modern shopping plazas; they love to go 
sightseeing, enjoying the Philippine’s seven thousand one hundred and twenty tropical islands, 
the beautiful beaches, clear blue seas and the famous rice terraces. However, they are not in the 

habit of visiting the other side of Manila, the side that I have been going to for thirteen years. 
 

The Manila I see is very different from that of the holiday brochures. The Manila I see is the slums & shantytowns; 
young children and their families living on street corners, or on ‘smoky mountain’; the largest rubbish dump in Metro 
Manila. The Manila I see is a place where the teeming masses live trying to eke out an existence by scavenging, col-
lecting plastic to sell, begging, or some children as young as 8 years old selling themselves for a few Pasos to tourists 
or to anyone who will pay. 
 

The Manila I see is one of poorest countries in South East Asia. You can see the Filipino people (who are 92% Catho-
lic) carrying their wares around the streets. These are the street vendors who set up their stalls on the sidewalks sell-
ing single cigarettes, candies, soft drinks, mango, flip-flops and pirate DVDs. This is the Philippines I see, a place full 
of poverty and not a tourist anywhere. You see poverty is not a tourist attraction but an overwhelming social pandem-
ic. There are thousands of children and their families sleeping on scrap cardboard on the streets, in doorways or under 
trees. For many this is home, this is what life has dealt them. Yet the Filipino people never give up they are a faith-
filled people who are thankful for what God has given them, for many that is community, and with that comes protec-
tion.  
 

This week Pope Francis said, “The Pope must open his arms to protect all of God's people and embrace with tender 
affection the whole of humanity, especially the poorest, the weakest, the smallest, those whom Matthew lists in the 
final judgment on love: the hungry, the thirsty, the stranger, the naked, the sick and those in prison. “Taking care of 
one's fellow man,” he said, “could open up a horizon of hope". My prayer is that we also, regardless of faith, work 
towards eradicating the plight of the lost, oppressed, hungry and embrace those who are suffering. Let us embrace 
the stranger, let us love our neighbour, and let us be part of changing this world.  
 

Through the The Streetlight Trust, I have led teams of Christian and non-Christians to the Philippines on short term 
mission trips to help support the work of the Kanlungan sa ER-MA, who are working alongside the most vulnerable 
and oppressed children and their families in Manila. I have been witness to God’s love being shared; I have seen the 
poorest children being given the chance to laugh, learn and just be children. Is it wrong to expect every child to have 
the right to food in their belly, clothes on their back, shoes on their feet and a basic education? I do not think so, do 
you? 
 

If you would like to more about the work of the Streetlight Trust please go to www.streetlight-trust.org.uk  or contact 
me on 01844292513 

The Revd. Ian Herbert 

Thought for the month 

http://www.streetlight-trust.org.uk
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Toddler Singing Group has been running in St Nicholas Church Cuddington for 

over a year and a half now, every Friday from 10.30am. I am proud to say we have 

only ever cancelled one Friday! We've been singing in the snow, over Christmas, 

with older siblings, over the school holidays and every week in-between. There is a 

core group of mums and toddlers from the village as well as many 'droppers-in' 

from Haddenham, 

Chearsley and even as 

far as Worminghall. We 

often get up to twenty 

children and we have 

had babies as young as 

one week old turning up 

to join in! We would like 

to say a BIG thank you 

to Cuddington for sup-

porting us, praying for 

us and report back that 

we are having a fabulous 

time. 
 

Jo Goodson 

Please come to The 

Sunshine Club’s 

Spring Bazaar - a tra-

ditional village event 

not to be missed!!   

On Saturday 13th 

April at 2.00pm at The Bernard Hall, 

Cuddington with all the favourite stalls - 

homemade cakes, bric-a-brac, good  

second hand clothes, raffle, tombola, 

books, teas, etc.  

Admission 20p, children free.  

We will be delighted to accept contribu-

tions at the Hall on the morning of the 

13th or please phone 01844 299 150 for 

collection.  
 

Recycling Appeal  

We continue to collect used ink cartridges 

and old mobile phones for recycling in 

aid of our funds.  These can be dropped 

off at Cuddington Post Office (thank you 

John and Elaine). 

A recent Bazaar 

We are repeating this plea from last 

month as unfortunately there has been no 

response as yet . 

 

“Volunteers are needed to keep the Club 

going, either serving behind the bar or 

helping out in other ways.  

Without more help the Club will be 

forced to close.” 

 

Please speak to any Committee member 

or call Kevin on 291593 

It is sometimes disappointing that more villagers do not come to monthly Parish 

Council meetings.  There are a small number of ‘regulars’ who do attend but one 

can only assume that most other people are happy enough to let things carry on!  

But do please come! 

 

Hopefully, people will have noticed the refurbished bus shelter, see picture left  -  

with bench!  We have chosen to refurbish, not only because of the very high cost of 

a new bus shelter, but also the style and appearance of the existing  ones suit the 

rustic character of The Green and 

surrounding houses.  We plan to 

put a similar bench in the second 

bus shelter soon.  Many years ago 

the shelters did have benches in 

them but these were removed be-

cause of the inappropriate activi-

ties of some of the younger mem-

bers of the community!  Times 

change and we have moved on.  

However, if anyone sees people 

damaging or misusing the shelters, 

please tell any member of the PC or Sue Jones, our Police Community Support 

Officer.  (Telephone the Police non-emergency number 101).  The PC will always 

try and use local tradesmen, when having work done.  In the case of the bus shelter, 

the work was done, to a high standard, by Mick Radwell. 

 

The village ‘precept’ is the amount of your council tax bill that is handed over to 

Cuddington by the District Council.  In the scheme of things, this amount of 

£10,000 is a modest sum.  However, the way in which government funds local au-

thorities like the County and District Councils has changed and will be changing 

again next year.  The effect of this may be that we do not get as much money, in 

future, and we may have to consider cutting back some of the things we do.  The 

Parish Council policy has always been to have some cash reserves, like savings, to 

cover unexpected priorities or new projects.  This policy has proved to be a wise 

one and has funded things like the children’s playground, bus shelter rebuild, cre-

ating the boules pitch, additional funding for Village Voice and many other things.  

However, like our own personal finances, cash may get tighter still for the PC. 
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The Cattells, who came from a farming family in the Midlands, 

have been prominent church members since they moved to Cud-

dington in 1959, and Nan herself was churchwarden for some 25 

years when she retired from the post in 2004. Both she and Peg-

gy have been members of the Parochial Church Council for 

many years but Nan amassed a total of 53 years before deciding 

in 2013 to take a well-earned rest. Nan has taken the lead at some 

Sunday services and has led homegroups over many years. They 

have both made a major contribution to church life in Cudding-

ton, and indeed both have been very prominent in village life in 

its wider context. 

 

I have always looked upon their contribution as very much of a 

team effort, with their individual skills working harmoniously 

together, so I view their contribution to the church and communi-

ty  very much in this light. In the last 40 years nation-wide 

church congregations have declined, but St Nicholas, Cuddington 

has bucked this trend with Sunday services regularly drawing 40-

50 worshippers. The vision and commitment of the Cattell sisters 

has done much to bring this about although they would both as-

sert that the wider church membership has a lot to do with it.  

Whatever, the truth is that the church does offer a friendly wel-

come and this spirit of friendship and consideration is one which 

both Nan and Peggy actively fostered, (not to forget their friend-

ly welcome to many newcomers in the village). The decoration 

of the church with flowers by Peggy and her team of flower ar-

rangers has also been a much admired feature. 
 

The church has seen a 

number of positive 

initiatives established 

during their time here, 

which has tended to 

draw the church into 

the wider life of the 

village. They both 

have set up weekly 

drop-in coffee morn-

ings in the church, 

which attract villagers 

who may not necessarily worship at Sunday services. They initi-

ated the Friends from St. Nicholas Scheme, which provides help 

wherever needed, (e.g. giving lifts for hospital appointments 

etc.). They keenly support occasions for hospitality which draw 

in the wider village such as the annual Harvest and Church Sup-

pers.  Whilst these took place in the Bernard Hall the Cattells 

also organised similar functions including a Christmas Carol 

Supper at the Playing Fields Club, a more suitable venue for 

some. They have on numerous occasions opened their home for 

church and village activities, and their generous hospitality and 

friendship to all has been a byword in the village. 

 

A number of years ago the church undertook a survey in the vil-

lage asking for suggestions to improve community life.  A very 

strong response came back that we needed to enhance the dis-

semination of information in Cuddington. As a result the PCC set 

up the Village Voice which has been a very popular monthly 

news sheet delivered to all the houses in the village. The organi-

sation required to gather information, write articles and publish 

this every month is prodigious, and both Peggy and Nan, with 

others, have played a massive role in this. I would also mention 

here the valuable financial support provided by the Parish Coun-

cil and the Fête Committee to the Village Voice project.  

Outside specific church activities Peggy and Nan have been 
very active in many aspects of village life. At one stage 
Peggy played a leading role in organising the annual village 
fete, she served a period on the Cuddington Parish Council 
and was Chairman of the Village School Governors. She 
also co-founded the Cuddington History Society and, in 
addition, produced the Cuddington 1939-1945 A War Re-
membered publication, which recorded the lives of a num-
ber of villagers who served their country during World War 
Two. In the past she has organised theatrical activities, the 
annual Nativity Play in the church is one that springs to 
mind. She was also a 
very prominent mem-
ber of the WI and was 
president for a num-
ber of years.  Both 
Peggy and Nan have 
continued to play an 
active role in village 
activities, whether it 
be running a stall at 
the Fete or organising 
similar functions   - 
their commitment has 
been unstinting.  
 

 I think we in Cuddington can feel justly proud of how two 
of our number has received recognition by the Queen.  
However they both feel strongly that this is an honour 
which is really bestowed on Cuddington itself, and they 
would like to emphasise the strong community spirit which 
is shown in this village and the commitment of the many 
who have had a positive influence on village life over the 
years. One of the strengths this village shows is the enor-
mous effort that numerous people have put into village life, 
and it has been this which has given Cuddington its de-
served reputation for friendship and a strong sense of com-
munity. The way in which newcomers have over the years 
made a great contribution in helping to run the annual fete 
is a remarkable example of how this spirit is passed on. I 
believe we are very fortunate here in having such a thriving 
community and at a time when national allegiances are 
loosening,  this dedication at smaller community level is 
encouraging.   
 

We offer our sincere thanks to Nan and Peggy, and indeed 
to all those who have made a major contribution to our vil-
lage life. 

 
 Myles Saker 

Above, Peggy and Nan  at a celebration in church for the 
Queen’s 80th birthday, below left, Church Wardens at-

tending to a churchyard wall and below right Peggy 
directing a rehearsal of “We were there” in church. 

 

 



5 

 

101 is the number to call when you want to contact your local police – when it’s 

less urgent than a 999 call.  101 is available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.  Calls to 

101 (from both landlines and mobile networks) cost 15 pence per call, no matter 

what time of day you call or how long you are on the phone. 
 

When to call 101? 
You should call 101 to report crime and other concerns that do not require an emer-

gency response.  For example, you should call 101: 

 if your car has been stolen 

 if your property has been damaged 

 if you suspect drug use or dealing in your neighbourhood 

 to report a minor traffic collision 

 to give the police information about crime in your area 
to speak to the police about a general enquiry 
 

What is the difference between 101 and 999?  You should continue to call 999 

when it is an emergency, such as when a crime is in progress, someone suspected 

of a crime is nearby, when there is danger to life or when violence is being used or 

threatened.  To contact the police for any other reason, call 101. 
 

New Emergency Numbers 
(Continued from page 1) 

It is not often that 

the singlet worn 

by a British ath-

lete at the Mel-

bourne Olympic 

Games comes to 

Cuddington.  Tom 

Farrell gave a talk 

to the History 

Society in which 

he reminisced 

about his involve-

ment in three 

Olympic Games – 

Melbourne 

(1956), Rome (1960) and Munich (1972) 

and brought some of his personal souve-

nirs. 

 

At the Melbourne Games Tom competed 

as a hurdler and later in Rome he ran in 

the 800 meters.  At Munich he was chap-

lain to the British team and was only too 

aware of the massacre of the Israeli ath-

letes. 

 

Tom also exhibited the letter from the 

Duke of Edinburgh inviting him to com-

pete in the Games and the medal be-

stowed on all the competitors at the con-

clusion of the Games. 

 

Tom outlined some of the factors which 

have irrevocably transformed the Games 

from an amateur ethos to the profession-

alism we see today.  We formed the view 

that maybe Tom regretted many manifes-

tations of these changes. 

 

The next meeting of the Society is ar-

ranged for Tuesday 16 April when Chris 

Bowler will present an illustrated talk on 

“The Restoration of Historic Buildings 

in Our Area”.  Chris is a local builder 

with practical expertise in the craft of 

preserving our built heritage. 

Local cook Giuliana Cortesse  of CiCi-CoCo 

has achieved a commendable success by be-

ing chosen to have a selection of her 

lasagnas and sauces to be launched in the 

world famous Food Hall of Selfridges in Ox-

ford Street. This is part of their British Food 

Heroes month promotion. 
 

Giuliana says:  

“This is an amazing development for us and 

although we have been talking to Selfridges 

for a while this is a great way to launch into 

the food hall.” 

 

Village Voice is always happy to  

promote our local enterprises—well done 

CiCi-CoCo! 

Christian Aid Week is 12—18 May 
and May’s edition of Village Voice 
will contain details of all local Chris-
tian Aid activities. 

BITE BACK AT HUNGER 

Posters from the Melbourne and Rome 

games. 

Tom Farrell addressing the 

Parish Supper four years ago in 

the Bernard Hall 

 

A running vest 

(singlet) similar to 

the one Tom wore 

at his games. 
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A relatively small turnout of villagers 

heard Markus Bolton tell the AGM that 

the Bernard Hall had had a good year, 

that bookings were healthy, costs under 

control and that a grant for the Cinema 

Club had been acquired from AVDC. 

The magnificent grant of £8,827 has 

been a tremendous boost and means that 

the Committee now has all the funds it 

requires to get the cinema project on the road.   

 

Markus went on to say that the new kitchen (pictured below) was proving a huge 

success and the fact that there had been a few grumbles about the dishwasher being 

out of action proved his point! He felt that it 

was the existence of the new kitchen facility 

that was helping to underpin the buoyant 

bookings. The combination of healthy book-

ings and good cost control had meant than the 

committee had been able to begin to re-build 

financial reserves for future projects. Markus 

also stated that it was their intention to keep 

the hall’s rates as low as possible and he felt 

that they were amongst the best value in the 

region. 
 

Markus was pleased to announce that the committee was adding additional clean-

ing sessions to the timetable so that cleaning can take place more than once a 

week.  It was noted that because of its condition it was difficult to make the hall 

floor look clean and that in the fullness of time the floor will need to be re-

placed.  This would be considered as a future refurbishment project. 
 

Markus explained that the film club funding would be added to existing money 

already raised and used to purchase a projector, a large screen, a new sound sys-

tem, a Blu-ray player, more comfortable chairs and blackout blinds.  It was ex-

pected that the new facility would give a near-

cinema quality experience in the heart of the 

village.  Regular films will be shown by a new 

film club sub-committee and it is hoped that we 

will be showing a range of family, art house 

and children’s films.  The plan will be to have a 

system whereby people can vote on the films 

they would like to see.   
 

The Hall is also being fitted with a satellite aeri-

al and receiver so it will be possible to show 

televised events such as Wimbledon and it is 

hoped that films and television in conjunction 

with the new kitchen will be used to create a range of new social events for the 

village and an additional fundraising option for charities and village societies. In 

all, the equipment offers a fantastic new facility for the village and Markus thanked 

AVDC, the Fete Committee and all others who have contributed to the fundrais-

ing.   
 

Organising the film club is going to need some volunteers representing all ages 

(school age upwards) and with a wide range of artistic tastes.  So if you are happy 

to roll your sleeves up and have an interest in film, then contact Markus on 292818. 
 

Thanks were specifically offered to Rob Morris-Jones for auditing the accounts and 

to Jeane Oke who had stepped down from the management committee after many 

years’ service. 

 

Robert Spencer Bernard, as Chairman of Trustees, then thanked both Markus and 

his Management Committee, as well as the meeting’s attendees, and brought the 

AGM to a close. 

On Thursday May 23rd   old church and 

school records will be on view in the 

church at 10.30 a.m. and 7 p.m. 

 

The church records give an opportunity 

to see details of family weddings and 

funerals and the School records  

give fascinating glimpses  into the 

school and village of the past.. 

We could be seeing a scene like 

this in the Bernard Hall very 

soon! 

 

We are delighted to report that prepa-

rations for this year’s Fete are pro-

gressing at pace. The theme is 

‘Cuddington Seaside Fete’ (just be-

cause we are a long way from the coast 

does not mean we can’t enjoy a trip to 

the seaside!).  
 

Traditional seaside stalls and rides 

(including a full-size surf simulator 

complete with champion surfer) will 

complement our regular attractions and 

events. 
 

We have secured the provisional com-

mitment of a major TV celebrity to open 

the Fete and hope to be able to confirm 

who this will be very shortly. 
 

The Fete Committee are keen for as 

many villagers as possible to get in-

volved in the preparation and on the 

day itself. Please help your village with 

this wonderful and enjoyable fund-

raising event by completing the pledge 

form at Cuddington Stores or contact 

one of the Committee members:  

Jeremy Galpin (Chair) 07709 411098, 

Mark Lambert (Vice Chair) 298698, 

Kaley Potts (Honorary Treasurer) 

291857, Mandy Spencer 299322, Clare 

Foxell 299004, Louise Powell 290359, 

John Moore (Cuddington Stores) 

291372, John Luckett 290491 & Karen 

Clayton 290404. 

We still need donations of bric-a-

brac, nearly new clothing, books, 

toys, bottles, cans and baskets, etc... 
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Once again, those who braved the chilly evening de-

lighted in another recital in St Nicholas Church on 

Sunday evening 10th March. Any disappointment at the 

change of programme, due to Claire Hawkes being 

unwell, was dispelled from the first note of the recital. 

The clarinet was replaced by Simon Marlow at the pi-

ano - who had driven from a previous performance 

which finished after 5.00pm.  

 

It was a joy to watch Shulah Oliver's relaxed and un-

fussed style and technique: how did she 

make arrangements by two of the violin virtuosos, 

Kreisler and Heifetz, look so easy? And how did she produce such a variety of 

sounds on her violin? Simon, un-phased by arriving a few minutes late, was an 

excellent accompanist and added to this mood. 

 

Mothering Sunday had a recurring mention and was most poignant in the E minor 

violin Sonata of Mozart which he had composed in memory of his mother. Mozart 

very rarely wrote in minor keys and they gave a very moving performance. The 

rest of the programme included Molly on the Shaw by Grainger, a reflective signa-

ture tune from the film ???, two well known pieces by Elgar and some Gershwin 

from Porgy and Bess. 

  

Before the mouth-watering canapés, for which Cuddington is famous, we had a 

delightful encore - some virtuoso Elgar. The bonus is that we will have Shulah 

back with Claire some time for the duo Armande "Musical Mosaics". Watch this 

space! 
 

Fiona Carr 

Thursday 2
nd

 May, 2012 
 

If you wish to be able to vote in the May Local Elections for BCC,  you must be 

registered on the Electoral Roll.   If you have not yet registered then the last date 

for registering is 17th April, 2013. 

If  you are not sure  you have previously registered either telephone 01296 585807 

or email electoralreg@aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk.    The last date to register as a 

candidate in the elections is 5th April, 2013.     For those of you wishing to vote,  

the following information is also important. 

 

27th March  -  Poll cards will be sent to eligible electors 

17th April     -  Deadline to register to vote  and to apply for a postal vote 

24th April     -  Deadline to appoint a proxy to vote on your behalf 

 

To obtain an application form either telephone 01296 585807 or download one 

from  

www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/register. 

 

For more information regarding boundary changes go to www.lgbce.org.uk 

On a bitterly cold and windy afternoon, 

members and guests came into a meeting 

full of warmth and friendship. The occa-

sion was the W.I. Birthday Meeting 

when we welcomed guests from neigh-

bouring W.I.s and  our speaker  April 

Benson. 

 

Joyce Ripley had just celebrated her 90th 

Birthday; we all enjoyed her special cake 

with our tea and she was presented with 

a beautiful azalea. 

 

The afternoon’s speaker, April Benson, a 

support leader from Aylesbury’s Wom-

en’s Aid, gave a very informative talk  

which gave rise to many questions and a 

lively discussion. The afternoon engen-

dered much interest amongst members 

and guests looking for ways in which we 

could support Women’s Aid in Ayles-

bury. 

 

Jennifer Schram de Jong thanked April 

expressing how much we all appreciated 

her talk. 

Discussion continued while everyone 

enjoyed an excellent tea provided by 

members. The afternoon was brought to 

a close with a raffle raising funds for the 

W.I. 

One of our regular distributors of Village 

Voice, Ray Orchard, is in hospital hav-

ing experienced a very nasty fall. We 

send him our very best wishes and hope 

to see him back on the job before too 

long.  

 

http://www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/register
http://www.lgbce.org.uk
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Peter Sheasby, an amateur botanist and photographer who trav-

els widely photographing plants in their natural surroundings, 

was our March speaker and his talk entitled “Spring in South Africa” was accompa-

nied by some really beautiful slides. 

 

The talk he gave to the Gardening Club cov-

ered the Western Cape up to Springbok and 

the Orange River beyond.  This region, which 

is just a part of a very large and varied coun-

try, experiences hot dry summers and has grit-

ty sandy soil which is ideal for bulbs.   

 

Many of its flowers such as iris, crocus, chry-

santhemums and gladioli are familiar to us, but 

there are numerous other varieties with strik-

ing colours, unusual colour combinations and 

markings. All this, together with the stunning scenery, would I am sure make this is 

a wonderful place to visit!  

 

We also saw slides of the resident meerkats on the Bokkenveld Plateau as well as its 

wonderful display of flowers. The Western Cape also has an array of wild life from 

lizards basking in the sun to penguins, eland, blue cranes, the huge nests of the 

weaver bird and the cape sugar bird. Clearly this particular area of South Africa is 

rich in variety and has wildlife and natural plant life aplenty; in fact 10% of the 

world’s flowering species are in South Africa! Not least of which is the national 

flower of South Africa, the Protea, which also has many stunning varieties. 

 

Our next meeting is on Monday 8th April when Christie Leary will be talking on 

Hanging Baskets and Containers. 

Western Cape Watsonias  

 
For many years several Cuddington gar-

dens had benefitted from the work of 

Nick Parkin from Waddesdon. The own-

ers of these gardens were shocked at the 

tragic news of his sudden and unex-

pected death on February 22nd.  

 

In sending their condolences to Mrs 

Parkin and her son Tom they all also 

expressed gratitude for the work he had 

done for them. Mrs. Parkin has asked us 

to publish the following:  

“Penny and Tom Parkin would like to 

thank everyone in Waddesdon and sur-

rounding areas for their kindness and 

words of comfort on the sudden death of 

Nick on 22 February 2013, a loving 

husband and father. A very special man 

has left us but we know he will always 

be in our hearts and heads”. 

Come along to Haddenham Community 

Library, and see what we have got to offer. 

We are open Tuesdays and Thursdays, 10-

5, Fridays, 10-7, and Saturdays 10-1, al-

ways with a helpful and friendly face to 

help you with your enquiries. 

 

We have a lovely Children’s Library, with 

a fun and colourful seating area and plenty 

of DVDs to borrow, a well stocked and 

easy to use adults library with the additions of a large print section, a spoken word 

section, playaways and DVDs, as well as plenty of general fiction and non fiction. 

 

There is a comfortable seating area, to relax and read one of our many magazines or 

daily newspapers, with a coffee machine coming soon. 

 

We currently run Storytime for pre schoolers on a Tuesday morning during term 

time, from 10.15 - 10.45, "Have your Say" with PCSO Sue Jones, and Computer 

Taster Sessions weekly. 

 

 We will be running Springtime Crafts for Children on Friday 12 April, from 10-12, 

this is a free event and you can just turn up on the day. 

 

Coming soon, Greeting Cards for sale, a Knit and Natter Group, Musical Monkeys, 

table games and puzzles Club, an in Library Reading Group and much, much more. 

If you are interested in any of our services or have any suggestions to improve your 

Community Library, please pop in and have a chat with us, we would love to see 

you. 

February was a cold month with an aver-

age temperature of 3.0 deg C (37F) com-

pared with the average of 4.8 deg C 

(41F). 

 

It was the coldest February in my 13 

year record and was probably the coldest 

since 1991 (1.6 deg C, 35F), using Ox-

ford's long term climatic dataset, alt-

hough February 1996 was very close at 

(3.1 deg C, 38F). 

  

Daytime maximum air temperatures in 

February averaged 5.9 deg Celsius 

(43F); the long term average is 8.1 deg 

Celsius (47F). 

(Continued on page 9) 
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"“Oh, to be in England  

Now that April's there" 
Robert Browning  1812-1889 

Cuddington Garden Verte-

brate Watch on Sunday 

May 18th 2013 

 

In May of the past two years we have 

carried out a very successful Garden 

Vertebrate Watch during which people 

spent an hour looking out for mammals, 

birds, reptiles and amphibians in their 

gardens, or on a piece of open ground 

nearby.  We are building up a picture of 

Cuddington wildlife over the years and 

you can see those for 2011 and 2012 on 

the Cuddington Website at http://

www.cuddingtonvillage.com/view-

page.php?pid=81. 

This being the third year, we should start 

to see a picture develop, and in particular 

it will be interesting to see if the bad 

weather in 2012 has had an effect on 

garden birds and other wildlife. Please 

do take part as the more that do so, the 

better the picture that we can build. 

Forms will be enclosed in the May Vil-

lage Voice so that you can record what 

you see as accurately as possible, and 

when you have returned them, the data 

will be added to increase the accuracy of 

our picture. 

(Continued on page 10) 

Monday May 6th at 9.30 a.m. 
The  Wichert Chorale have again of-

fered to sing Madrigals from the top of 

the Church Tower.  
 

Everyone is welcome to come and listen 

and share in the refreshments after-

wards. 
 

If the weather is not good enough to be 

outside the singing will be in the church. 

April 
Tuesday 2nd 2-4.00  p.m.  Play around the Parishes on the Playing Field  

Wednesday 3rd 7.30 p.m.  Parish Council Meeting 

Monday 8th 7.30 p.m.        Gardening Club “Hanging Baskets and Containers 

     for the Summer” 

Tuesday 9th 2.30 p.m.      W.I.  Talk by Mrs Frances  Benton on “A Passion 

     for Pearls” 

Saturday 13th 2.00 p.m.     Sunshine Club Spring Bazaar 

Sunday 14th 11.15 a.m.    Annual Parochial Church Meeting  in St Nicholas 

Tuesday 16th 7.30 p.m.       History Society  “The Restoration of Historic 

     Buildings in Our Area – a Practical Guide” – 

     Chris Bowler. 

Wednesday 17th  7.30 p.m. Annual Village Meeting in Bernard Hall (see page 1) 

Tuesday 23rd 2.00 p.m. Gardening Club visit to Chenies Manor 

Saturday 27th 8.00 p.m.   Bingo in the Playing Fields Clubhouse 

 

May 

Wednesday 1st 7.30 p.m.  Parish Council A.G.M. in the School 

Thursday 2nd    Local Council elections (see page 7) 

Monday 6th 9.30 a.m.       Madrigals from the Church Tower   

Tuesday 14th 2.30 p.m.   W.I.  Resolutions Meeting 

Monday 20th 7.30 p.m.       Gardening Club  -  A Gardening Forum 

Tuesday 21st 7.30 p.m.       History Society   “ The Story of the Falkland Islands 

     and Conflict of 1982” Air Vice- Marshall David 

     Crwys-Williams 

Thursday 23rd       Display of Parish Records in St Nicholas Church at 

     10.30 a.m.  and  7.30 p.m. ( see page 6) 

Saturday 24th 8.00 p.m.     Bingo in the Playing Fields Clubhouse 

Night time air minimum temperatures averaged 0.0 deg Celsius (32F); the long 

term average is 1.5 deg Celsius (35F). 

  

The actual highest day time air maxima occurred on the 16th ( 10.2 deg C, 50F) 

and the lowest, on the 11th (1.3 deg C, 34F). 

  

The actual highest night time air minima occurred on the 4th ( 4.8 deg C, 41F) and 

the lowest, on the 19th (minus 3.1 deg C, 26F). 

  

The lowest temperature just above the grass occurred on the 3rd (minus 8.0 deg C, 

18F). There were a total of 14 air frosts and 23 ground frosts during the month. 

  

February's bright sunshine was close to average, receiving 67.12 hours - the long 

term average is 72 hours. 

  

Total precipitation (rain and snow) for the month was a little below average at 35.7 

mm (1.41 in), the long term average is 42.4 mm (1.67 in). 

  

Snow initially fell on the 9th, giving a light dusting, but more substantial snow fell 

on the 11th, giving a depth of 8.2 cm (3.23 in). The ground remained snow covered 

(totally or partially) until the 13th. 

  

Sean Clarke 

(Continued from page 8) 

http://www.cuddingtonvillage.com/view-page.php?pid=81
http://www.cuddingtonvillage.com/view-page.php?pid=81
http://www.cuddingtonvillage.com/view-page.php?pid=81
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Services at St. Nicholas 
(Churchwardens: David Benson 01296 433757 and Graham Carr 290000)  

April 
 

7th   9.10 am     PRAYERS 

 10.00 am     HOLY COMMUNION 
  A modern Communion Service with hymns. The children go to  
  “Sunday Special” for part of the service 
 

14th   9.10 am     PRAYERS 
 10.00 am     FAMILY SERVICE  
  A service for all ages, including lively hymns, with the  
  involvement of young musicians and occasional drama. 
  Followed by the Annual Parochial Church Meeting  
 

21st   9.10 am     PRAYERS 
 10.00 am   HOLY COMMUNION 
   A less formal modern Communion Service with hymns. 
   The children go to Sunday Special for part of the Service  
   

28th   9.10am     PRAYERS 
 10.00 am MORNING WORSHIP 
     A service of worship and the word, with a mixture of 
   traditional and modern hymns. The children go straight 
   to Chattabox and the Grid in the Bernard Hall at 9.50 a.m.  
  

   11.15 am   HOLY COMMUNION 
  A communion service with hymns, according to the  
                 Book of Common Prayer. 
 

There is a service at 5.30 pm every Sunday evening at Cuddington Methodist Chapel. 

Recycling 
Our Bucks and Aylesbury Councillor, 
Michael Edmonds, reports that the new 
recycling arrangements have been a 
huge success, with increased recycling 
and reduced landfill waste. This will be 
beneficial for the environment and also 
for our council bills in future years as 
the council pays very high fees for 
landfill that have to be paid out of their 
income. One question that has arisen 
concerns the request to 'wash and 
squash' items placed in the recycling 
bin. The squashing is to reduce the 
space taken up by plastics and cans so 
that the number of lorries needed to 
transport them can be kept down. 
Washing doesn't have to be thorough, 
but makes the job of sorting a lot less 
messy and avoids contamination. This 
should best be done along with the oth-
er washing up, or in some used water 
rather than running lots of clean water, 
which rather negates any recycling 
gain. 

Cuddington Meadows 
Waddesdon Estates have cleared the 
area at the top of the field at the end of 
Spickett's Lane, off the 'muddy track' 
and revealed a little spring and pond 
there. It is still very bare but plants will 
soon begin to grow, the composition of 
which may be interesting as seeds 
dropped a long time ago will have a 
chance to germinate. If vigorous weeds 
are removed and wildflowers encour-
aged, we will hopefully see more but-
terflies, and  the opening of the area 
will become a refuge for a greater vari-
ety of birds and mammals. 
 
We are hoping that some Cuddington 
people would be interested in helping 
with this little environmental improve-
ment project so that it becomes an asset 
for the village. If you are interested or 
want to know more, please contact me. 
Doug Kennedy  
(doug@doug-kennedy.com) 

Greener Cuddington 
(Continued from page 9) 

An Orange-Tip butterfly photo-

graphed near Ridgebarn Farm. 

Work on the re-build project on the Junior site is getting closer to completion. I 

was able to hold an assembly in the Library of Inspiration just after half term 

and, more importantly, the children can now use the playground. The children, 

staff and Governors are delighted with the new space and we can’t wait to get the 

hall handed over. We hope to be able to show all the parents round in the near 

future. 

 

We reported in the last February’s Village Voice that Foundation Class was go-

ing to see dinosaurs; here is their report: 

“We went to the dinosaur museum in February. We saw dinosaur footprints, we 

dressed up as dinosaurs and we made the dinosaurs roar when we choose what 

food they ate. We made a fossil out of a dinosaur footprint. A lady told us that a 

dinosaur had banana sized teeth.” 

By Fleur and Sophia, Foundation class 
 

…….and Year 4 went to the Space Centre in Leicester: 

“When we came in we saw the rocket above our heads. Later we went in the rock-

et tower, we felt really nervous because it was really high up! It felt like the 8 

hours went past quickly with barely any sleep! It was so much fun and absolutely 

amazing!” 

Aidan and Zoe year 4 
 

We supported Red Nose day with the children being allowed to wear an item of 

red clothing and to pay £1. 
 

We supported Book Day by getting the children to dress up as their favourite 

book character – some staff are also going to be doing so as well, in fact we had 

a very good enactment from Harry Potter and his friends! 

 Mrs Kim Price 


