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VOLUME FIFTEEN 

Carols by CandlelightCarols by CandlelightCarols by CandlelightCarols by Candlelight    
in St. Nicholas Church 

at 7p.m. on Christmas Eve 

Everyone is invited to come and 

join in this popular traditional 

event 

Worship Christ, the newWorship Christ, the newWorship Christ, the newWorship Christ, the new----born King       born King       born King       born King           
Carols for ChristmasCarols for ChristmasCarols for ChristmasCarols for Christmas    

Other Special Events 

Sunshine Club’s Bring and Buy at Tyringham Hall  Thursday 6th at 2.30 p.m. (see page 5) 

Concert in St Nicholas  Sunday December 9th at 6.00 p.m. (see page 2) 

School’s Christmas Production in Church, Tuesday 11th at 2p.m. and Wednesday12th at 6.00 p.m. 

Sunshine Club’s Christmas Dinner in the Bernard Hall   Monday 10th    12.30 for 1.00 p.m. 

Christmas in the Club, Monday 17th   at 7 p.m.   (see page 9) 

Special Christmas Bingo in Clubhouse, Saturday 22nd   at 8 p.m. (see page 7) 

Carols Round the VillageCarols Round the VillageCarols Round the VillageCarols Round the Village    
Tuesday,  December 18th   

You are invited to join in the Carol Singing, 

which will start at 6.30 p.m. round the Christmas 

Tree  on the Village Green and will end with 

refreshments at Tyringham Hall by kind 

invitation of  Sherry Scott  

Christmas Carol ExtravaganzaChristmas Carol ExtravaganzaChristmas Carol ExtravaganzaChristmas Carol Extravaganza    
On Sunday 16th December at 5.30 pm 

In Cuddington Methodist Church 

A medley of traditional carols interspersed with 

surprise items! 

For all ages and Children very welcome! 

Join us for a traditional Christmas evening. 

Christmas Services in St Nicholas 
 

Christingle Service, Sunday 2nd  3.00 p.m. (see page 2) 

Family Gift Service, Sunday 9th 10 a.m. 

Christmas Eve Carol Service, Monday 24th 7.00 p.m. 

Christmas Communion Service, Christmas Day 8.00 a.m. 

Family Carol Service, Christmas Day 10.00 a.m. 
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What are you expecting for Christmas? Your answer to that will partly depend on your age. If 

you are a young person, you may well be hoping for lots of nice presents and some parties to go 

to with your friends. You might have a carol concert or a school play that you are going to take 

part in. Perhaps you will be lucky enough to go to a Pantomime. If you are a kind person you 

will also be hoping that the presents you are preparing will be well received and that all your 

family and friends will have a nice time. But maybe you are a grown up? Then the fun starts! You might also be 

hoping for one or two presents, some nice parties and a trip to the theatre, but you might be mostly thinking about 

presents for children; turkeys and other food; who to invite and how to keep the peace. If you volunteered to sing in 

the church carol service or the local choral society, you could find yourself doing a complex juggling act keeping 

everything on track at the same time. 

Is it all worth it? For some the first moment of Christmas is 3.00pm on Christmas Eve when the Carols from King’s 

Cambridge are on the radio and television. Whether you are peeling sprouts and potatoes or heading down the mo-

torway to pick up granny, those heavenly voices calm us down and point us towards the real meaning of Christmas. 

For others, it is the children’s carol service or Christmas play, for many in Cuddington it is the  “Carols by Candle-

light” Service which provides the essence of Christmas. There is a moment when the Christmas story becomes fresh 

once again to a new generation. For me, it is walking back through the dark after midnight service (in St Mary’s, 

Haddenham) seeing the lights flickering in people’s homes and knowing that a thousand Christmases are being 

made ready. In the stillness of the night, we can know that Christ has come among us and he is asking us if we are 

ready to open our doors and allow him into our lives. In that moment of stillness in the middle of the night, there is 

a special silence for a holy night. Christ is ready to come – are we ready to receive him? 

 

Happy Christmas 

The Revd Margot Hodson, Vicar 

Thought for the Month 

 

Village Voice is published by the Cuddington Parochial Church Council as a service to the community. Editorial Team: Peggy & Nan Cattell - 291313 or Cattelln@aol.com; 
Chris Blumer - 290647 or chrisblumer@blumer.co.uk ; Karen Clayton  - 290404 or info@porkandginger.co.uk ; John Fortgang - 291880 or johnfortgang@googlemail.com 

For advertising, please contact: Felicity Hilder - 290951 or Caroline Thompson - 291485 

Piano Recital Dec. 9th – Ivan Kiwuwa 
 

A Classical and Ragtime Piano Recital by Ivan will take place in 

St. Nicholas Church, Cuddington on Sunday Dec. 9th from 6.00-7.00pm 

followed by refreshments. 

The programme will include music by Schubert, Chopin and Scott Jop-

lin, all eminently suitable for families, and the proceeds will be donated 

to the Kampala Music School, Uganda. 

Tickets at £10 for adults and £5 for children – from Myles Saker (01844-

291825) 

Ivan Kiwuwa, a previous scholar at the School, graduated with first class 

honours at the Guildhall School of Music and Drama.  In the last 10 

years he has won several competitions in the UK as well as giving piano 

music recitals up and down the country.  His recitals in Cuddington have 

given pleasure to many with his virtuoso performances, and his return to 

the village will be enthusiastically welcomed. 

 

Viennese Musical Evening 
 

The Manor House String Quartet will be returning to Cuddington on 

Saturday January 19th 2013 to regale us with an evening of Strauss 

waltzes and the like in St Nicholas Church.  This accomplished group 

has been with us a number of times.  

Please note this date in your diaries – further details will be issued nearer 

the time. 

Christingle service    
December 2nd   3.00 p.m. 

Come and find out the significance of the 

Christingles. 

There  will be a Christingle for each child and 

refreshments for all after the service 

The photographs are of last year’s service. 
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The Remembrance Service this year 

was led by the Revd. Jonathan Haw-

kins and for the first time took place at 

10 a.m. The move from evening to 

morning was a great success. For one 

thing it made it possible for young peo-

ple to participate and this they did. The 

toddlers attached poppies to their tree; 

a teenager read one of the lessons and a 

10 year old shared the reading of the 

names of Cuddington’s war victims.  

In addition as an introduction to his 

talk David Benson involved a group of 

young people ( along with one adult) 

whom he sent to different parts of the 

church to find memorial plaques. Two 

small girls saw the window dedicated 

to a teacher of more than 50 years; one 

young boy reported on the plaque to 

commemorate the 40 years of the 

Revd. Mansel Price as Cuddington’s 

vicar while an older boy looked at the 

names of Cuddington’s war victims. 

The adult reported on seeing names 

scratched on the side of the organ by 

organ blowers of long ago. We were 

therefore able to compare memorials 

involving long lives of dedicated ser-

vice to the village community with the  

memorials to village boys whose lives 

were cut short by war and service to 

their country (some of whom had 

scratched their names on the organ), all 

of them much loved by the village 

community at the time. All these ex-

amples of memorials when considered 

altogether perhaps 

help the young to 

understand the 

significance of 

names on a war 

memorial. 

David’s main talk 

was a very moving 

one. His experienc-

es as an RAF Of-

ficer, with his 

memories of the 

comrades he had 

lost brought the 

reality of war and 

its sacrifice to eve-

ryone’s mind and he then linked this to the thought of the greatest sacrifice of 

all...that of Jesus Christ “who died to save us all”. 

The move to the churchyard for the final part of the service also had signifi-

cance, for the memorial round which we stood was the one pictured in last 

month’s Village Voice, where the villagers of 1920 had come to watch the inau-

guration of this same memorial just 2 years after the end of the First World War

---the names they would see after the unveiling have since been joined by the 

names of the victims or the 1939-45 war, and of a n 18 year old killed in North-

ern Ireland.  

Three visitors joined WI members for this meeting. For one of 

the business items the President Caroline Thompson gave a 

reminder that this was the meeting when they would be asked 

to nominate up to seven members for next year’s committee. 

Caroline also referred to the Craft Day she and four other 

members had recently attended. The results of their day’s 

work evoked  much admiration. (see photograph). 

Maryon Pates, the speaker for the afternoon, had entitled her talk “From Casu-

alty to A&E”, not that she had moved from one aspect of nursing to another, but 

because during her years’ nursing the title of her department had changed. 

Maryon had begun her nursing career in 1969 in the London borough of Beth-

nal Green. Her experiences of those early days were vividly described as were 

the changes which had taken place in her profession. She spoke of the 1980’s as 

being the years when most changes had taken place, many of them for the better. 

By this time Maryon had moved to Stoke Mandeville where she remained until 

her retirement in 2009. In her last year at Stoke Mandeville Maryon had been 

delighted to have been put in charge of a new department which provided a 

much needed separation of child patients from the adults. Owing to lack of 

space, in her time only children up to 12 could be segregated from the adults 

however since then room has been made for all juveniles. 
 

As Maryon had described so vividly 

her years in the profession had 

seen many changes for the good but 

much still needed to be done. How-

ever as was commented in the vote 

of thanks it was the nurses of the 

calibre of Maryon who provided 

the essential care and concern for 

the patients, whatever the admin-

istration problems. 
 

As a footnote to her talk Maryon 

had described the help she now 

gives for  Aylesbury Homeless Action Group., an organisation which provides 

help for the homeless, mostly men. She said that gifts of warm clothing such as 

gloves and scarves would be much appreciated.  

Cuddington has recently been greatly 

saddened to hear of the death of  

Ted Ferris.   

A service of Thanksgiving for Ted’s 

life will be held in St Nicholas at  

12.30 p.m. on Wednesday, December 

19th . This will be followed by refresh-

ments in the Bernard Hall to which 

everyone will be welcome.  
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At a recent meeting of the Playing Fields Association it was announced that Din-

ton had offered for sale a second-hand Marquee. While the Playing Fields could 

offer accommodation for a marquee should it be bought it would   need  the sup-

port of the village to raise the funding and maximize its use. 

The Parish Council, Fete Committee and Jubilee committee have all been ap-

proached for assistance with finance but these alone will not be sufficient. There-

fore this appeal is being made to ascertain village support and take a decision on 

whether to continue with the project which the CPFA feel would be an additional 

amenity to the people of Cuddington village. 

 

Please let me have your thoughts both for and against so that a balanced judg-

ment can be taken. 

 

 John Luckett     (290491)   

Wednesday the 21st November saw an 

even larger number of people than 

usual gather at Cuddington Village 

Stores, for a Food Tasting Event.  

John and Elaine Moore had clearly 

gone to a great deal of trouble to gath-

er many different kinds of food for 

their customers to sample. They an-

nounced that all the food had been 

produced within 20 miles of the shop, 

the idea being to show that so much 

produce can be obtained from local 

sources. 

 

Some of the names will be familiar to 

regular users of the shop: CiCi CoCo 

will provide your pasta needs  and 

Kirsty’s Kitchen is famous for scotch 

eggs (among other things). 

In addition there were yoghurts from 

Tim’s dairy in Chalfont St Giles, oils 

and dressings from Chiltern Cold 

Pressed in Willstone, cakes from 

Saskia’s Yummy Food in Dinton, ap-

ple juice made at Drovers Hill Farm of 

Saunderton, ice cream from Brad-

shaws in Aylesbury and St Georges 

Gelato in Haddenam, and sausages by 

The Egg House Charcouterie at Kim-

ble. 

Samples of all were plentifully availa-

ble, thus obviating the need for a fur-

ther evening meal. 

 

John and Elaine also proudly launched 

their own brand of food “Made by 

Me”. All the food is created by Elaine, 

with her wealth of experience in cook-

ing, some of which was gained, intri-

guingly, in a recording studio. 

 

Some of the food will be sold in the 

shop; other items such as canapés etc 

can be ordered for private parties and 

functions from the New Year. 

It was an enjoyable event on a cold 

winter’s evening, Caroline Stonham 

stood bravely by the door dispensing 

wine so that by the time you got out 

you would have been deliciously 

warmed up. 

 

Do make sure you continue to support 

it; as John says, “It’s your shop and 

we want to stock the produce you 

like.” 

 

          John Fortgang 

  The Crown 
Christmas Eve Lunch and Dinner as usual    

Christmas Day Bar Open    12noon to 2 p.m. 

Boxing Day  12noon-6p.m. (last orders for food 3p.m.)  

New Year’s Eve  Lunch as usual, Evening  6-1 a.m. 

New Year’s Day 12noon-6p.m. (last orders for food 3p.m.)  

 

Denise’s…….   
….is open from 8a.m. to 1.30 p.m on Christmas 

Eve and  from 8 a.m. on New Year’s Eve, and 

closed Christmas |Day, Boxing Day and New 

Year’s Day    

 

 

  Village Stores  
Christmas Eve 8a.m. – 5.30 p.m.  

Christmas Day  Closed    

Boxing Day  8.30 a.m. - 12.30 p.m.   

New Year’s Eve  8 a.m.- 4 p.m. 

New Year’s Day 8.30 a.m.-12.30 p.m.  

 

 

John & Elaine write 

We have a selection of:- 

·     Single and boxed Christmas cards 

·  Rolls of gift wrap, bags and boxes 

·  Gift ideas for adults and toys for the children 

·  Advent calendars, diaries and 2013 calendars 

·  Plus all the usual Christmas goodies like stem ginger, chestnuts, brandy 

butter, sweets and chocolates galore and lots more besides. 

 

We have also acquired some small gift bags ideal for making a present of the 

Cuddington Village Store ‘own label’ products. You can purchase and mix ‘n’ 

match any two items (e.g. 2 jars or 1 jar and a packet of biscuits or cake) and for 

just £1 extra you get the bag, gift tag and decorative raffia. Ask in store for de-

tails. 

 

Finally, don’t forget our free Christmas prize draw. For every £10 you spend on 

groceries in a single transaction (excluding tobacco) you get one free entry up to 

and including Sunday 16 December. The draw will take place on Monday 17 

December. 
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Our Landscape: 
A Crisis 

Our landscape is under at-
tack from many sides and 

yet, apart from some ringing of hands, 
there is no sense of urgency. Vocifer-
ous groups have sprung up to oppose 
the HS2 rail project and the proposed 
wind turbine near Ford, but these are 
minor compared to the big threats that 
our landscape faces, and the biggest 
immediate threat is the loss of our 
trees. 
 

Our elm trees succumbed to Dutch Elm 
Disease, which seemed like a once-in-a
-lifetime disaster, and the landscape 
was changed forever. Today we are 
watching the ravaging of our beautiful 
horse chestnut trees by the leaf borer 
and as the leaves shrivel and go brown 
in July. We have also imported sudden 
oak death and a fungus that kills Euro-
pean larches and other trees: a photo-
graph that I took last autumn at Park 
Corner and published in my book, 
‘Chiltern Landscapes’, is now a histor-
ic record as the larches have been 
felled because of infection. 
 

Now we have imported ash die-back 
which threatens to destroy our ash 
trees. These are as important as the elm 
was in the countryside, defining the 
way it looks and containing our history 
around settlements and the position of 
woods and copses. Ash trees are also 
one of our biggest stores of biodiversi-
ty, sheltering hundreds of creatures 
within their huge forms. 
 

All this is, of course, in addition to 
threats from development, which are 
increasing with Government changes in 
planning rules, and from global warm-
ing which is likely to threaten beech 
trees. 
 

We love our landscape, but with time, 
peoples’ memories fade, and the young 
people only know about what they 
have, so have no reference point for the 
damage that has been done, and you 
have to look at old photographs or read 
books from past times to get any feel 
for the landscape we have lost. The 
damage is, in human eyes, gradual: in 
nature’s terms it is terribly rapid. 
 

So what?.... Or so what can we do? 

Apart from being sad and wringing our 
hands, we seem powerless, as there is 

(Continued on page 10) 

The Sunshine Club annual Bring and Buy will be held at 2.30 

on Thursday 6th December at Tyringham Hall – come and enjoy 

a sociable afternoon with bargains galore, raffle and refresh-

ments.  Proceeds will go towards our club Christmas 

party.  

 

Our Recycling Appeal continues.  We can turn unwanted mobile phones and used 

ink cartridges into funds for our Club. Could you please drop off any of these 

items at Cuddington Village Stores (thank you John and Elaine). 

 

A big thank you, also, to those who are already supporting us.    

The Poppy collections in Cuddington this year were as follows: 

 

 House to house collections :      £648.73, 

 Cuddington and Dinton School :    £110.45 

 Collection from St. Nicholas Remembrance Service : £124.42 

 Donation from Cuddington, Parish Council :  £  55.00 
 

This brings the total amount donated by Cuddington to the 

Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal this year to £938.60,  

not quite as much as last year, but nevertheless a wonder-

ful result which is very much appreciated. 
 

A big thank you to all our Poppy collectors and to those of 

you who gave so generously to such a worthy and ever-

necessary appeal. 
 

 Jennifer Schram de Jong 

To add to the many other awards that the village has won, in October this year 

An inhabitant won one for architecture. Over the last 18 months Beam Cottage in 

Lower Church Street has been refurbished and extended and earlier this year it 

was shortlisted by AVDC for their 2012 Architectural Design Awards. On  

October 31st at an awards ceremony in Aylesbury Beam Cottage was given a 

Highly Commended Award by a distinguished judging panel.  

 

Congratulations go to Simon Shaw who designed the whole scheme and those 

who are interested in knowing more about his whole project should visit his web-

site at www.beam-cottage-architect.com  

 

Simon is also a governor 

of Cuddington and Dinton 

School and has designed 

the replacement building 

on the Junior site in Din-

ton. The school is very 

fortunate to have Simon’s 

skills and support on such 

an important and exciting 

project to which he has 

given considerable time 

and energy. 

 

The photograph shows the view from the original cottage through the new exten-

sion and into the garden. 

 



6 

The speaker for the November meeting of the History 

Society did not arrive.  This created some positive social 

opportunities for those present! 

 

The first meeting of 2013 will be on Tuesday 22 January at 

7.15pm.  A short AGM will be followed by a talk by Rev 

Tom Farrell on “Olympics Past, Present and Future”.  

Tom represented Great Britain in a hurdles event at two 

Olympic Games, so he will speak with no little authority. 

One of the most notable members of the Boddington fami-

ly was Henry Boddington.  This family owned Mill Farm 

on the road to Chearsley for over 200 years. 

Henry was born in nearby Thame in 1813, but spent his 

boyhood in Cuddington.  However, when he was 20, he 

went to Manchester as a clerk in the Strangeways brewery.  

He was highly successful, becoming a partner, then the 

sole proprietor of what be-

came the world famous 

Boddington’s brewery. 

Henry never forgot Cud-

dington and we are indebted 

to him for two particular 

gifts to the village.  He 

commissioned six new bells 

for St Nicholas’ Church.  

The inscription reads, “For 

the honour of God and the 

use of this church, these six 

bells were raised in 1884 by 

Henry Boddington, whose 

ancestors lived in this parish 

for many years.”  When he 

retired in 1881, his family urged him to write about his life 

and recollections of Cuddington and he penned with typi-

cal modesty, “The record of an unimportant life”, which 

was completed before his death in 1886. 

Henry’s reminiscences provide a source of stories concern-

ing the life and people in Cuddington.  One anecdote told 

by Henry’s father involves an exploit on an annual feast 

day, probably in 1796, when six men from Cuddington 

Mill, including his father and uncles, set off for the village, 

each laden with a sack of flour weighing 280lbs.  They 

carried this load about three quarters of a mile to the bak-

ery in Cuddington.  Henry concludes by saying, “This was 

considered a marvellous exhibition of strength.” 

Another story rich in local colour involves a “rustic youth” 

from Holyman’s  Farm in the village, who was dispatched 

to Thame to purchase drugs for an ailing cow.  When he 

reached Scotsgrove Hill on the outskirts of Thame, he 

spied five imposing soldiers in French uniforms.  The 

youth immediately turned tail and ran back to Cuddington 

breathlessly exclaiming, “They be come!”  Henry gives the 

context of this.  During the war against Napoleon a sizea-

ble number of French officers were held in Thame as Pris-

oners of War.  They were given licence to roam as long as 

they wore their uniforms and did not encroach more than a 

mile from the centre of the town.  The terrified Cuddington 

youth, apparently unaware of this, jumped to the conclu-

sion that the soldiers were the advance force of an invad-

ing French army! 

Henry Boddington’s memoirs also include the story of a 

market gardener in 1828 named William Edden, who lived 

in Thame and travelled with his pony and cart to Ayles-

bury every Saturday to sell his plants and shrubs at market.  

His wife expected him back as usual at about seven or 

eight o’clock in the evening.  She had prepared supper and 

was ironing when suddenly she uttered a great scream and 

ran into the street crying out that her husband had been 

murdered by a man with a hammer, wearing a green coat.  

Indeed, William Edden did not return home and his son 

and a friend set out to find him.  Eventually his cart was 

found lying on a fence outside Haddenham.  His pony was 

grazing on the verge.  Continuing their search, they came 

upon the body of Edden.  He had indeed been murdered with 

severe blows to the head.  Eventually evidence pointed to a 

certain Ben Tyler, who was a dealer who came regularly to 

Thame with his cart to sell fish.  Local suspicions were im-

mediately aroused as Ben Tyler sported a green coat.  More-

over he had been seen in the vicinity of the murder on the 

night in question.  It also came to light that he had borrowed 

a long handled coal hammer that night from a local poacher, 

Solomon Sewell.  It also was suggested that Ben Tyler car-

ried dead bodies plucked from graves to take to London hos-

pitals for dissection.  It was alleged that Tyler and his ac-

complice had intended to take Edden’s body to sell, but had 

been disturbed by a passer-by before the corpse could be 

loaded on the cart. 

Whatever the truth of this mystery, Tyler and Sewell were 

tried in the Assize Court and hanged in Aylesbury in 1829. 

Although Henry Boddington delighted in village stories, we 

have to concede that his views on Cuddington in the early 

nineteenth century were not at all flattering.  He writes, 

“Cuddington was a small and very insignificant place, the 

community below in intelligence” and the village was “so 

isolated” that the villagers “see nothing out of their narrow 

circle” and “are remote from ordinary society”! 

In spite of this rather dismissive verdict, Henry Boddington 

retained an affection for the village, but he never returned to 

live here.  He prospered in the bustle and thrust of industrial 

Manchester, which presented such a striking contrast to rural 

Cuddington at this time. 

Henry would surely be gratified that a member of the Bod-

dington family, Liz Davies, lives and works in Cuddington. 

  

 Peter Wenham 
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Cuddington has a really remarkable record in winning the Morris Cup, which is 

the trophy for the winner in the category for villages of our size.  In addition, last 

year, we again won the Sword of Honour for the highest points awarded across 

all the size categories.  Cuddington is now the most frequent winner of this pres-

tigious award. 

A threat to the appearance of the village has now ar-

rived from an unexpected source – recycling! 

Most people would wholeheartedly agree with recycling 

more and reducing the appalling amounts of rubbish 

going to landfill.  To achieve this laudable aim, AVDC 

has provided each house with an additional very large 

bin, or in some cases two, together with a couple of 

small bins! 

So what’s the problem? 

It is this.  With two collection days each week, bins are 

being left out for longer and, in some instances, are be-

ing kept very near the roadside in permanent view, pos-

sibly to avoid missing a collection.  It is interesting to note that the residents in 

terraced houses, with more difficult access and storage problems, seem far better 

disciplined at keeping the bins out of sight after collections! 
 

Come on Cuddington.....     Store these ugly bins out of sight, around the back, in 

a shed or garage, or even behind some screening.  But please do not spoil the 

appearance of the village by making everyone have sight of all your rubbish bins 

day in and day out. 
 

 Cuddington Parish Council 

The November meeting of the Gardening club was a talk enti-

tled “Exceptional Gardens” which was given by our Chairman, 

Elsie Frost.  Elsie and James are inveterate visitors to gardens  

and the club is fortunate to be able to benefit from their various 

excursions. This one was to Shrop-

shire where she and James, who acted 

as cameraman, visited five gardens 

during September this year.  The five 

were Morville Hall, Preen Manor, 

Windy Ridge, Hodnet Hall and 

Woollerton Old Hall. 
 

Elsie gave a lively very informative 

talk which confirmed that any of these 

gardens would be worth visiting if one 

was in Shropshire, a beautiful and 

often forgotten corner of the country. 

The photograph shows the beautiful Garden Room at Hodnet Hall which was 

previously the library; the gardens themselves, created in the 20th century by Brig. 

Heber Percy, are in a woodland setting with ponds, streams, borders and are 

amongst the best in the country.   
 

Elsie and James also visited Powis Castle,  dramatically situated on a cliff over-

hung with clipped yews and which belongs to the National Trust as well as Tren-

tham Gardens which is a Grade II Historic Park.   
 

There was a raffle as part of the evening which raised £50.00 for Club Funds and 

will be used to pay for the daffodil and jubilee planting which took place 

recently. 
 

The next date in the Gardening Club calendar is a visit to Waddeson Garden Cen-

tre on December 3rd to browse around the shop and perhaps be inspired to do 

some Christmas shopping! There will also a cream tea which will be served at 

4.00 p.m. 

 

Come and join in the fun  
every last Saturday of the 

month at  

Cuddington Social Club  

including the 

Special Christmas Bingo 

on 
 Saturday 22nd December 

8pm Start 

October was a cool month with rain-
fall well above average. The mean 
temperature for the month was 9.6 
deg C (49F) - the average is 11.0 
(52F); it was our coldest October 
since 2008 (9.2 deg C, 49F). 
The daytime maximum air tempera-
ture in October averaged 12.8 deg C 
(55F), the long term average is 15.0 
deg C (59F). The night time air mini-
mum temperature averaged 6.3 deg 
Celsius (43F), the long term average 
is 7.1 deg C (45F).The actual highest 
and lowest day time air maxima oc-
curred on 2nd (17.0 deg C, 63F) and 
26th (8.1 deg C, 47F) respectively. 
Actual highest and lowest night time 
air minima occurred on the 1st (12.6 
deg C, 55F) and 28th (minus 1.0 deg 
C, 30F) respectively. The lowest 
temperature just above the grass tips 
occurred at this time (minus 4.0 deg 
C, 25F). A total of 8 ground frosts 
occurred during the month. 
 

As I'm sure you would have noticed, 
sunshine amounts in October were 
disappointing. A total of 79.92 hours 
of bright sunshine was recorded 
compared to the long term average of 
108.2 hours. 
 

It was a wet month with the total 
accumulation amounting to103.7 mm 
(4.08in). Compared to Cuddington's 
14 year long term average of 70.6 
mm (2.78in), this means that we very 
nearly received 50% more than nor-
mal. It was Cuddington's wettest 
October since 2001 (110.4 mm, 
4.35in)   
Sky Notes: 
 December sees the return of the 
Geminid meteors (shooting stars). 
This well known 'meteor shower' is 
particularly favourable this year 
since the night of maximum coin-

(Continued on page 9) 
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The October meeting of the Cudding-
ton and Dinton school governors saw 
the chair pass from the hands of Chris 
Blumer to those of Richard Winnicott. 
Chris had been in the chair since he 
took over from Caroline Stonham in 
2005. He was a supremely calm and 
able helmsman guiding the school 
through some very turbulent waters but 
holding a steady hand to the tiller. It 
seems entirely appropriate that he 
should be standing down when the sea 

is a little calmer with the new build at Dinton well under way and a very good 
Ofsted result in October. 
 

At the time he came to the role Chris had no idea what excitements the following 
seven years would bring! The school at that point was operating on a building site 
with a temporary classroom whilst the 1960’s flat roomed classroom was demol-
ished.  Chris hosted the Countess of Buckingham to open the new ‘Jim Hayward’ 
classroom in May 2006.Chris presided over the merger of the two infant schools 
on the Cuddington and the Dinton sites to form a single school that is able to take 
our children right through from the foundation class aged 4 to the end of their 
junior education at 11. This was not an easy time with strong feelings on both 
sides of the argument but Chris managed to handle the process with the utmost 
diplomacy. Just when it looked as if the winds were set fair, there was the news 
of Pam Talbot’s early retirement and the sudden need to find a new head teacher. 
However, after her appointment as an acting head, it became very clear that the 
school had landed on its feet with Mrs Price and her role was made permanent six 
months later.  
 

Early on the morning of June 26th 2011, as if in need of another challenge, news 
came through that the Dinton site was ablaze. Fortunately no one was hurt but it 
was a very serious fire that resulted in the closure of the site for a year with all the 
children being brought on to the infant site. Chris, as Chair, was then landed with 
the logistics and complexities of making sure that the school continued to func-

tion and of presiding over a big 
building project.  
 

Throughout his time as chair 
Chris has remained a very posi-
tive and determined figure, help-
ing the head teacher, governors 
and staff  maintain a sense of 
perspective and cheerful resolve. 
The whole community and the 
church are heavily indebted to 
Chris’s incredible range of skills, 
his good humour and the diplo-
macy which has enabled him to 
unite everyone in common pur-
pose . He has been a first class 
Chairman of Governors and we 

are extremely grateful to both Chris and Skippy for all the hours of work that he 
has devoted to the school. We wish him the very best as he steps down. Chris 
continues as a governor and we are sure will be a great support to the incoming 
Chair.  
 

To mark his departure the children and teachers compiled a book to which every 
child in the infant school contributed a self-portrait and every child in the junior 
school contributed a thank you message, and a small sample of these contribu-
tions can be seen in the photo. 
 
 Celia Bockmuehl,  Foundation Governor; 
 Richard Winnicott,  Chair of Governors 

Saturday dawned brightly with an 

early start for members of the Cricket 

Club and other  friends from within 

and without the village.  Tables, 

chairs, gazebos,  BBQs,  hay bales,  

Sound System,  in fact everything  a 

seasoned event manager could desire 

(no we are not talking about Pippa 

here!)  was set up on the playing fields  

-  things were looking good!    Until, 

that is,  through his telescope  Jaap 

spied the black cloud hovering omi-

nously over  Larden – he does it to me 

every year!    Feeling  like Tigger and 

the rain cloud,  I filled the car with 

life’s  “bare  necessities”  while Hur-

ricane Sandy’s little sister whirled 

through the garden,  covering us in a 

light dusting of wet snowflakes  and 

then a tropical downpour,  on her way 

to  Mark,  valiantly trying to set up his 

fireworks display on the playing fields.       

 

Rain did stop play for a while (a good 

excuse for a cuppa) but the rest is his-

tory repeating itself!   Tigger’s Cloud 

moved on to rain on someone else’s  

parade;   once again my prayers were 

answered  and  Cuddington  enjoyed  

yet another  DRY  fireworks party  –  I 

just wish I could have a sparkler! 

 

It was a very jolly party and a good 

time was had by all; lots of families 

with lots of children and friends enjoy-

ing the BBQ,   the glow sticks,  mulled  

wine and hot chocolate and the raffle.   

But everyone  especially enjoyed  the 

bonfire and Mark’s terrific fireworks 

display,  which by public acclaim,  

was far and away the best ever.      

 

Over 300 people enjoyed the delicious 

BBQ:   beef burgers from Simon Par-

minter  (we almost sold out);  we did 

sell all the sausages (jumbo ones this 

year!) and, having had to throw out 

vegie food in previous years,  unfortu-

(Continued on page 9) 
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Ring out the old, 

Ring in the new! 
Alfred Lord Tennyson 

December 

Saturday 1st 7.00 p.m.   Cuddington Youth Drama  “Sharing of Talents”  

     Show 

Sunday 2nd 3.00 p.m.       Christingle Service in St Nicholas (seepage 

Monday 3rd  Afternoon       Gardening Club visit to Waddesdon Plant Centre 

Wednesday 5th  7.30 p.m.  Parish Council Meeting 

Thursday 6th 2.00 p.m.     Sunshine Club “Bring and Buy” in Tyringham Hall 

Sunday 9th  6.00 p.m.     Concert in St. Nicholas   (see page 

Monday 10th 12.30 p.m.   Sunshine Club Christmas Party in Bernard Hall 

Tuesday11th 2.30 p.m.      W.I.  Annual General Meeting 

Monday 17th  7.00 p.m.   Christmas in the Club  (see page 

Tuesday 18th  6.30 p.m.    Carol Singing round the Village  (see page 

Saturday  22nd  8.00 p.m.  Special Christmas Bingo in the Clubhouse (seepage 

Monday 24th  7.00 p.m.    Carols by Candlelight  in St. Nicholas 

Tuesday 25th 8.00 a.m.   Communion Service in St. Nicholas 

              25th  10.00 a.m.    Family Carol Service 

 

January 

Wednesday 2nd 7.30 p.m. Parish Council Meeting 

 Monday 7th 7.30 p.m.    Gardening Club  Annual Social Evening 

Tuesday 8th 2.30 p.m.   W.I.  Talk by Peggy Cattell on Jane Austen’s  

     “Emma”” 

Saturday 19th                Viennese Musical Evening in St. Nicholas (see page 

Tuesday 22nd 7.15 p.m.   History Society A.G.M.  and Talk “Olympics: Past 

     Present and Future” 

nately  for the first time  we ran out of 

vegie food,  leaving some of you to go 

hungry – our apologies!  Practice 

makes perfect and this year we almost 

got it right!   

 

My thanks  to Mark and everybody  

who helped us on the day and those of 

you who turned up again the following 

morning  to finish clearing up the 

field.  Thanks too to John and Elaine 

and Denise  for selling so many tickets 

for us,  the Cuddington Playing Fields 

Club for running the bar,  and last but 

absolutely not  least,  to all of you who 

came to support us.     Without your 

support we couldn’t hold such events.   

Finally, we have been able to give the  

Cuddington  Playing Fields Associa-

tion  £430.00 towards its refurbish-

ment fund. 

Fireworks 
(Continued from page 8) 

cides with the absence of moonlight 
which would have reduced the num-
ber visible. Maximum rates will oc-
cur during the late evening of the 
13th December through the early 
morning hours of the 14th, although 
reduced activity will be seen either 
side of these dates (December 4th-
17th). Just look due south and about 
half way up to the overhead point of 
the sky. Ensure that you are well 
away from any light sources such as 
home security lights, better still 
switch them off, this will preserve 
your night vision. Providing the sky 
is clear (fingers crossed) you should 
see at the very least one meteor eve-
ry few minutes. Meteors are smaller 
than grains of sand and become lu-
minuous by intense friction as they 
hit our upper atmosphere at over 22 
miles per second (36 kps) and 
around 60 miles (96 km) above our 
heads. 
  
 Sean Clarke 

Weather 
(Continued from page 7) 

Thanks to Rosemary Bradbury’s effi-

cient organisation their tables were all 

in order when the stallholders arrived 

to set out their wares. Their hard work 

resulted in a variety of beautifully \ar-

ranged goods to tempt the customers. 

When the doors opened at 2 p.m. the 

first of these customers arrived, and 

soon there was a buzz of chat as the 

stalls were admired and bargains were 

snapped up. Meanwhile children visit-

ed Father Christmas in his splendid 

grotto which was beautifully decorated 

with sparkling lights. The cup of tea 

and delicious cakes, provided by the 

Sunshine Club, were welcomed by 

customers and stallholders alike. 

Towards the end of the afternoon 

Chris Long, the Fayre’s  compere, 

thanked Rosemary for her splendid 

organisation, and then referred to the 

late Maggie Waters, whose brain child 

the Fayre had been two years ago, and 

who had been starting to prepare this 

year’s just a few weeks before her 

death. This afternoon was therefore a 

very fitting tribute to Maggie.   

For some years (except for last year 

when icy conditions forced a cancel-

lation) this evening has been enjoyed 

by many. 

Delicious food (and where else can 

you get such a spread for only 

£3.50 ?) opportunity for pleasant 

chats, and the singing of favourite 

carols have always made this a very 

special evening. ( See photo-

graphs ...reminders of previous years) 

Please let Peggy Cattell ( 291313) 

know if you can come. The £3.50 is 

payable at the door. 
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The school has been actively supporting Operation Christ-

mas Child again this year. We have delivered 74 boxes to 

the depot in Thame and were filmed by BBC local news 

which some of you may have seen on Monday 19th in the 

evening.  
 

It has been a busy month for our charitable work with Chil-

dren in Need featuring as well! 
 

Amongst all of this we are preparing for our traditional 

Christmas activities as well as getting on with some good 

teaching and learning. 
 

In recent changes to our Governing Body’s leadership last 

month, Richard Winnicott has taken over as Chairman with 

David Cumberbach and Rebecca Lyall becoming joint Vice

-Chairmen. These changes followed Chris Blumer’s deci-

sion to step down following several years as Chairman and 

this is reported elsewhere in this edition of Village Voice. 
 

The new Vision and Values statement is on the school web-

site. Children, staff, Governors, the church and Parent Fo-

rum all had an input. We all feel it now represents what we 

think is important for Cuddington and Dinton C of E 

School. Do visit the website which has recently been updat-

ed -   www.cuddingtonanddintonschool.co.uk  
 

 

 Kim Price, Headteacher 

no treatment or means of preventing the spread of 
ash die-back and other tree diseases. We can join 
bodies like the CPRE (your Parish Council is a 
member on your behalf), or The Woodland Trust, 
which has been working to prepare for global 
warming for twenty years or more, creating wild-

life corridors and modifying the choice of tree species plant-
ed. The Trust also is primed to replace the ash trees we lose. 
But if we really care, we should join together as a communi-
ty to make our Councillors and our MP know that we de-
mand better protection for the countryside, that we do not 
want to live in a denuded landscape and we reject the pro-
spect of further urban sprawl. Greener Cuddington could 

then take this to get 
our neighbouring 
villages to add their 
voices to the call for 
action. 
 

Please send me an 
email or phone if you 
have any ideas or 
would like to get 
involved. 

 

This will denude the countryside and bring us another step 
closer to becoming the Orwellian  
 

Greener Cuddington is a village project whose aim is 
to raise the profile and understanding of environmental 
sustainability within the village and thereby reduce the 
village’s overall environmental footprint. Contact Doug 
Kennedy on 01844 290602 or email dgkenne-

dy@alloverde.com 

Greener Cuddington 
(Continued from page 5) 

December 2012 
2nd 10.00 am   HOLY COMMUNION 
  A modern Communion Service with hymns. 
   3.00 pm     CHRISTINGLE SERVICE  
  

9th 10.00 am   FAMILY GIFT  SERVICE  
  A service for all ages, including lively hymns, 
  with the involvement of young musicians and 
  occasional drama. 
 

16th 10.00 am   HOLY COMMUNION 
   A less formal modern Communion Service 
  with hymns. The children go to Sunday Special 
  for part of the Service  
 

23rd 10.00 am   MORNING WORSHIP 
  A service of worship and the word, with a 
  mixture of traditional and modern hymns. The 
  children go straight to Chattabox and the Grid 
  in the Bernard Hall at 9.50 am 
 11.15 am  HOLY COMMUNION 
  A communion service with hymns, according 
  to the Book of Common Prayer. 
 

24th  7.00 pm      CAROL SERVICE 
 

25th   8.00 am     HOLY COMMUNION 
 10.00 am     FAMILY CAROL SERVICE 
 

30th   10.30 am    HOLY COMMUNION at HADDENHAM 
  A United Service for the Benefice 

Services at St. Nicholas 
(Churchwardens: David Benson 01296 433757 and Graham Carr 290000) 

January 2013 
6th 10.00 am   HOLY COMMUNION 
  A modern Communion Service with  
  hymns. The children go to “Sunday Special” 
  for part of the service. 
   

13th 10.00 am   FAMILY SERVICE 
  A service for all ages, including lively hymns, 
  with the involvement of young musicians and 
  occasional drama. 
 
20th 10.00 am   HOLY COMMUNION 
  A less formal modern Communion Service 
  with hymns. The children go to Sunday 
  Special for part of the service. 
     5.00 pm  Tea and Prayer 
 
 

27th 10.00 am   MORNING WORSHIP 
  A service of worship and the word, with a 
  mixture of traditional and modern hymns. The 
  children go straight to Chattabox and the Grid 
  in the Bernard Hall at 9.50 am 
 11.15 am  HOLY COMMUNION 
  A communion service with hymns, according 
  to the Book of Common Prayer. 

There is a service at 5.30 pm every Sunday 
evening at Cuddington Methodist Chapel. 


