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OCTOBER 
2012 

 
VOLUME FIFTEEN 

 

Oh give thanks unto the Lord 
For He is good, His love endures forever. 

 

A warm welcome to everyone to join in the Harvest events at St. Nicholas 

 

Saturday   October 13 6.45 for 7.15 p.m.  Harvest Supper in the Bernard Hall 

                     Sunday     October 14   10 a.m.        Family Harvest Service 

                               6 p.m.       Special Evening Service 

          Tuesday   October 15  10.30 a.m. Harvest Coffee Morning 
 

Gifts of flowers and harvest produce and tins of food should be brought to the church by 10 a.m. on the Saturday 

morning or to the Family Service. 
 

Some of these gifts will go to the elderly 

in the village, some sold in aid of Tear 

Fund and others will go to the Vineyard 

Church in Aylesbury to be distributed to 

the needy of the area. 

See page 3 for further Harvest  

Festival information 

Alison, Countess of Buckinghamshire is returning to Cuddington for the Scan-

nappeal Concert on Saturday, 6 October 2012 in St Nicholas Church at 7.30pm. 

Scannappeal provides advanced medical equipment for local patients and this 

concert is in aid of the Bowel Cancer Appeal for Stoke Mandeville Hospital. 

 

The last time that Lady Buckinghamshire came to Cuddington was in 2006 when 

she opened the new school classroom. As a patron of Scannappeal it is a pleas-

ure to have Lady Buckinghamshire with us again, she will be accompanied by 

her husband Miles, the Earl of Buckinghamshire. 

 

More than £8m has been raised by Scannappeal since it was set up 25 years ago 

and currently a local patient is diagnosed or treated with a piece of Scannappeal 

funded equipment every 10 minutes. 

See page 2 for more details of the concert ... 

The Fête Committee is pleased to 

announce that a fund of £7000 is 

available to be distributed amongst 

Cuddington’s societies, amenities 

and community groups. 

The deadline for the application for 

funds is October 12th. If you have 

not already been contacted with an 

application form please call Yvette 

Digby on 291310. 
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Nigel Featherston writes... 
 

It has certainly been an interesting Summer with perhaps some of the most unreliable 

weather we have ever known, which I know is saying something for the British Summer! 

Gardeners have definitely been challenged by the topsy- turvy seasons and you can’t help 

but smile about the irony of a hose pipe ban being imposed on the eve of one of the wet-

test summers on record. Farmers have especially suffered this year with the cold, wet 

start to the growing season affecting crop yields and need our support and prayers 

 

Like thousands of others we have recently returned from a holiday in a very hot, sunny place and tried very hard not 

to take for granted the constant sunshine, blue skies and warm evenings knowing that an English Autumn was just 

around the corner. Oh well time to pack away the sun cream and beach ball for another year. Relaxing holidays par-

ticularly in late summer always help rejuvenate mind and body and to prepare us for the challenges of the last quar-

ter of the year. Interestingly despite the considerable passage of time since I last attended school, the rhythm of my 

life still seems to be influenced by the academic year so September and October always feel to me like something 

new, almost as though the year gets a fresh impetus at this point. 

 

For the rest of the year and beyond I will certainly continue to be inspired by the wonderful achievements of all the 

Olympic and Paralympic athletes. I cannot recall any previous Olympic Games where I have been so completely 

engaged by what I have seen on television. The expressions of pleasure, fun and sheer enjoyment on the athletes 

faces especially the Paralympians has been truly inspirational and given us all a huge boost I think. 

 

We may not be able to run as fast as Bolt or Pestorious but with the grace of God who knows! I will leave you with 

one of my favourite Bible passages which seems rather appropriate: 

 

The Lord is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth. He does not faint or grow weary; his under-

standing is unsearchable. He gives power to the faint and strengthens the powerless. Even youths will faint and 

weary, and the young will fall exhausted; but those who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength, they shall 

mount up with wings like eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint.   

Isaiah 40 28-31  

Thought for the Month 
 

Time seems to be flying by and I would just like to 

remind everyone that our “Poppy Ladies”  will once 

again be coming round the village during  the last 

week  of October selling Poppies for the Royal British 

Legion. 
 

Sadly, there is an ever growing need for the work of 

the British Legion, particularly with our forces’ con-

tinued involvement in Afghanistan.   
 

I would ask you all to donate as generously this year 

as you have done in the past so that they can continue 

helping our forces both young and old, together with their families. 
 

There will  be a Service in St. Nicholas Church on Sunday,  11th November  at 

10am and  I would ask you all to come and join us in this Service of Remem-

brance for all those,  past and present,  who have given their lives or their health 

in the service of Queen and  country. 
 

If you would like more information about the British Legion,  please contact me 
on 291501 or at  jschramdejong@yahoo.co.uk   
 
Thank you for your support, 

Jennifer Schram de Jong 

Musical Evening 
 

St. Nicholas Church  7.30 

pm, Saturday, October 6th 
 

 

The concert comprises classi-
cal music, music from shows 
and everything in between. 
There will be an interval with 
refreshments.  
 

Tickets (£10) from: James 
Frost, The Old Rectory,   
Tel: 290768 or 
the.frosts@btinternet.com or 
from Scannappeal Tel 01494 
734161 or via online bookings 
at www.scannappeal.org.uk/
events.      

mailto:the.frosts@btinternet.com
http://www.scannappeal.org.uk/events
http://www.scannappeal.org.uk/events
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For those of you that don’t  know,  the Nicholas Almond Charity is a Cud-

dington Charity dating back to 1643.   
 

The Charity’s aims have changed considerably over the years;   it now 

gives small grants to young people who must be resident in Cuddington,   

towards expenses connected with further educational studies such as de-

gree courses, or apprenticeships.    
 

The Charity’s Trustees encourage any young person resident in Cudding-

ton, who is going into further education or who is taking up an appren-

ticeship this Autumn,  or is already following a course,  to apply for a grant.    

Candidates must make a written application (not by email) which they must personally sign.   Please give details of the 

course/s you are going to follow or are following and on what you propose to spend your grant. 
 

We would like to receive your application together with confirmation that you have been accepted on a course or apprentice-

ship in the coming weeks, and a decision will be made during November, and you can expect to receive a reply at the begin-

ning of December.    
 

Please submit your application to : Mrs. Jennifer Schram de Jong,  Hon. Treasurer and Secretary, Nicholas Almond Charity,  

Larden,  Spicketts Lane,  Cuddington,  BUCKS  HP18 0AY    If you have any queries,  you may contact me on  Tel:  291501  

or at  jschramdejong@yahoo.co.uk  

 

On the 8th September,  a beautiful 
Saturday morning, Cuddington as-
sembled once again on the Upper 
Green for what has almost become a 
habit -  the award of the Morris Cup 
for the Best Kept Village. 
 

Cuddington is of course always well 
turned out but when the sun shines 
on her she is very much at her best. 
With a backdrop provided by the W. 
I.’s  stalls  a number of summery 
folk gathered to witness the ceremo-
ny .At the due time a  posh coach 
arrived loaded with dignitaries who 
gathered on the Green all appropri-
ately suited and booted  and   were 

introduced in the delightful Hibernian tones of Pat Martin. 
Then came the presentation by Vice-Lord Lieutenant of the county Alexander 
Boswell, a charming man young enough to be your reporter’s son. 
 

He handed the Morris Cup to Parish Council chairman Ken Birkby  with an  ap-
propriate  speech , explaining that that the judges remarked on the generally tidy 
appearance of the village, the lack of weeds,  the absence of litter and the good 
condition of the public buildings.  
 

Ken was then  presented with the impressive Sword of Honour (for the highest 
number of points  in each category)  which also  contains  the names of a number 
of Buckinghamshire villages which have won in the past, including that of Cud-
dington. 
 

The official party then re-boarded their coach and rode off   leaving Cuddington 
to bask in its glory and the sunshine.      

John Fortgang 
 

With the departure of the coach the W.I. stalls became the centre of attraction, 
and there was a quick sale of  handmade articles  (suitable for Christmas pre-
sents), plants and cakes, jams, 
fudge etc. Purchasers then enjoyed 
sitting in the sun with a cup of 
coffee or tea accompanied by deli-
cious biscuits (as sold by the vil-
lage shop).  
 

The “The Best Kept Village” sign 
on the village green should also 
have  read  “and  the most wel-
coming one”! 

 

Everyone is welcome at our  Harvest 

Supper on Saturday  October  13th     

6.45 for 7.15p.m. in the Bernard Hall. 

Tickets are available from: 

Myles Saker  Tel: 291825  

Adults £7.50,   Concessions & School 

Children £5   Family ticket  £20 

Any surplus, after paying expenses, 

will go to Tear Fund. There will be a 

short talk on a harvest topic by the 

Revd. Gordon Kurht  of  Haddenham. 

Tuesday, October 16th 10.30- 12 noon 
 

Do come along and enjoy what has 
become one of our annual harvest 
events. 
 
There will be a gift of harvest produce 
for each Cuddington OAP. 
 
There will on sale other harvest pro-
duce, in aid of Tear Fund, jewellery in 
aid of Kampala Music Centre , cards 
for all occasions in aid of Utugi Chil-
dren’s Centre in Kenya,and cards and 
calendars in aid of Tujatane School in 
Zambia 

 

mailto:jschramdejong@yahoo.co.uk
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Poetry Reading 
 

We could claim a select gathering for the Septem-

ber Meeting, many of our members being away on 

various jaunts. 
 

Poetry reading by members was the plan for this meeting and 

it was most enjoyable. Dorothy Woodford started with a John 

Keats poem, Meg Merrilees, which she had learned at school 

and most of us recognised the lines. The poets ranged from 

Keats to Carol Ann Duffy and included Wordsworth, Louisa 

May Alcott, Robert Frost, John Masefield, Hilaire Belloc and 

John Betjeman. It was interesting to hear why members had 

made each choice. 
 

As is the custom, the afternoon ended with tea, talk and trade. 

An air of excited expectation was evident in the coach taking 
24 members and friends of  the Cuddington History Society 
and 21 members of Haddenham U3A on an outing to Highclere 
Castle and Sandham Memorial Chapel, on 4th September. A 

mood that was fully 
justified. 
 

The group visited 
Highclere first. Now 
the location of 
“Downton Abbey "it has 
more long lasting 
claims to fame. For 
example it was the 5th 
Earl of Carnarvon to-
gether with Howard 

Carter, who discovered the tomb of Tutankhamun in 1922. 
 

The present Castle was the responsibility of the 3rd Earl who 
employed Sir Charles Barry to mastermind a major rebuild 
which was commenced in 1838 and completed 40 years later in 
1878. The present building is certainly dramatic: set in an ex-
tensive estate the Castle dominates the landscape.  
 

There is an exhibition of Egyptology in the basement, a delight-
ful garden hidden from view and an impressive interior 
(although some of the party were impressed most by the lack of 
bathrooms!) all complemented by varied catering options and 
adequate toilet facilities. 
 

The group left Highclere after lunch and proceeded to Sand-
ham Memorial Chapel at Burghclere. Built and decorated by 
Mrs Behrend and her husband as a memorial to her brother 
Lieutenant Henry Willoughby Sandham, it is regarded as the 
seminal work of Stanley Spencer. Lieutenant Sandham died in 
1919 as a result of illness contracted during  the 1st World 
War.  
 

The unprepossessing exterior in no way prepared us for the 
stunning interior. The side and rear walls are richly decorated 
with scenes depicting Stanley Spencer’s war experiences. A 
deeply religious man, Spencer was able to include allegorical 
references which were explained to us by the expert guide. No 
account or photo of the chapel does justice to its glory. 
 

Of course not everyone was as impressed as I was by the chap-
el nor as dismissive of the castle. However I am confident that 
it was a day that held something for every one and proved to be 
a wonderful social event.  
Thank you Peter Wenham for researching and arranging it all. 

On Sunday August 26th Sherry Scott organised another of 
her “not to be missed” fashion shows. It was as usual a 
thoroughly enjoyable occa-
sion and was attended by at 
least 40 people. Clothes 
were either donated or lent 
by local charity shops and 
proceeds went to the Sun-
shine Club or local Thame 
charities . The elegant mod-
els ranged from 6 to those 
of more advanced years. 
The afternoon’s presenta-
tion was enhanced by the 
presence of Michael Strai-
ton in a series of disguises .  
A delicious tea was served 
with cream scones and enticing cakes and most people 
went home with many bargain buys and all agreed it had 
been a pleasurable afternoon. 

Jean Watson 

The sun did shine this year for the Sunshine Club’s out-
ing, when they went on a river cruise on the river 
Thames. The cruise actually started from Henley but be-
fore that they were taken to Benson for a riverside lunch 
of fish and chips. The cruise lasted for two hours. On the 
return to Henley a coach was waiting to bring the mem-
bers home. They returned by an interesting and varied 
route which made it more enjoyable.   

Dorothy Woodford 

 

On Saturday 8th September St Nicholas’s welcomed a 
large audience for a performance by the Manor House 
String Quartet for a concert of popular music on the 
theme of “Traveller’s Tales”, a light programme of music 
from countries round the world.  
 
The four members of the quartet were introduced by Da-
vid Benson with his usual aplomb; they are Vaughn Jones 
and Louise Bevan on violins, Reiad Chibah  on viola and 
Julia Graham on cello. 
 
Their first piece was Jeremiah Clarke’s Trumpet Volun-
tary, or the Prince of Denmark’s March, and from there 
we were taken to South America for a quick Tango, Tur-
key for Mozart’s Rondo, France for Delibes (from Coppe-
lia), Italy for a cheerful tune  familiar to Guinness drink-
ers, Norway for Grieg and then a gentle surprise to the 
top of the world for  a well-known pop song by the Car-
penters of that name. Then  Debussy’s Arabesque and, to 
bring the first part of the evening to an end, Bartok’s Ru-
manian Folk Dances. 
 
During the interval Fiona Carr talked about The Kampala 
Music School, a project with which she and Graham are 
very much involved. Most of us are familiar with the work 
they do; the School now has new accommodation and 
helps young Ugandans to learn to play instruments and 
appreciate music, a very worthwhile undertaking which 
very greatly benefits the local Ugandans  and Graham 
and Fiona are to be congratulated on what they have 
achieved. 
 

Continued on page 8…   
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CUDDINGTON PLAYING FIELDS ASSOCIATION 

VILLAGE BONFIRE AND FIREWORKS 
PARTY 

  

Saturday, 27th October, 2012 at 5.30  pm on the 

Cuddington Playing Fields  

 BBQ,  Mulled Wine,  Licensed Bar in Clubhouse 
 

Tickets include Fireworks Display, Food and Fancy Dress Competition:  
Adults £7.00, Children 10 years and under  £3.00.  

Tickets available from Denise’s and the Village Shop.  
Enquiries and tickets also available 

from  Jennifer –291501,  Mark and Jo—299517,   John—290491 
Lorraine Ray 290606   

 

OFFERS OF HELP BEFORE AND ON THE DAY 

WOULD  BE APPRECIATED 

PLEASE CONTACT MARK OR JENNIFER 

This season has once again been mixed on the weather front with almost half of 
our games rained off. However, on the occasions when we have been able to take 
to the field we have produced some excellent performances and in fact have won 
every game - no one reading this can be more surprised by this record than we 
are! 
 

One of our main aims is ensuring that everyone who plays has as much fun as 
possible, including the opposition, and reflecting on the season it is hugely satis-
fying to be able to say that we have achieved this once again. Our other aim is to 
make the club as family friendly as possible and once again we have enjoyed 
great support from the sidelines - it is debatable as to just how much cricket is 
watched as opposed to wine consumed but whilst statistics are available it would 
be as rude to dwell on those as it would on the number of dropped catches on the 
field. 
 

The Tonsley festival match was once again a highlight of the season and Chris 
Long's accompanying soundtrack is a major reason for this. We are extremely 
grateful for his generosity in supporting the club in this way. 
 

We have had two players score centuries this season: one by James Venables, a 
recent arrival to the village, on his debut for the club, and the other by Will 
Sawrey-Cookson, one of our imports from surrounding villages. On both occa-
sions we scored over 250 from our 35 overs which was not something we ever 
expected to see once, let alone twice! A special mention also of Edward Parson's 
90 in the match against Haddenham which rescued us from a perilous position of 
25 for 4, although the manner in which he managed to run himself out with plen-
ty of time left to reach three figures suggests that he had one eye on avoiding the 
customary round in the bar afterwards. 
 

On the bowling front Jon Russell and James Melville-Ross have consistently 
shown why none of us wants to face them when we have our annual pre season 
net, and if there was a correlation between the amount of noise made and how 
fast one bowls then Brendan Cole would be an odds-on certainty for membership 
of the pantheon of speedsters. 

Continued on page 6…. 

The closing date for entries is get-

ting near, and we still need lots 

more photographs of village scenes 

and the surrounding area. 

As previously stated, we are not in a 

position to pay for the use of your 

photographs but you will be credited 

on the relevant page for any picture 

selected by our judge. 

Please bring your photographs into 

the village shop by September 30. 

Without your pictures, the calendar 

simply will not be produced. 

Thank you 

John & Elaine , Cuddington Stores 

The Great Taste Awards, organised 

by the Guild of Fine Food are the 

acknowledged benchmark for special-

ity fine foods. 
 

Last year, Giuliana of Cici-Coco 

based in her kitchen in Lower Church 

Street won an award for her Lasagna 

alla Bolognese – The Classic Free 

Range Beef & Pork Lasagna. 
 

This year, Giuliana has been awarded 

no less than three awards! 

 

Great Taste Awards 2012 - 2 Stars** 

- Lasagna Napoletana  - Pork meat-

ball, egg & mozzarella lasagna  
 

Great Taste Awards  2012 - 1 Star* - 

Pork, apple & quince lasagna 

 

Great Taste Awards 2012 - 1 Star* - 

Vegetable Caponata – Sicilian Anti-

pasto 

  

Congratulations on this great achieve-

ment! 

http://sweetclipart.com/multisite/sweetclipart/files/imagecache/middle/fireworks_rockets.png
http://sweetclipart.com/multisite/sweetclipart/files/imagecache/middle/fireworks_rockets.png
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With the death of Maggie Waters in September, the village 

has lost someone who, for over 15 years, played a part in 

many different activities---fetes, firework displays etc. and 

readers of Village Voice will remember the lively sense of 

humour displayed in the articles she wrote asking for help 

with different projects. 
 

A few years ago Maggie became the village’s representative 

for Fair Trade and on several occasions displayed a large 

variety of goods in the Club House, the Church and the Ber-

nard Hall.  
 

It was also Maggie who, two years ago, decided that the 

village should revive a “Christmas Fayre”.  This she organ-

ised and it was a great success and was repeated last year. 

The Bernard Hall was decorated, enlivened with Christmas 

music and the presence of Father Christmas. It was only in 

the last Village Voice that Maggie’s inimitable style an-

nounced arrangements for the Fayre she was planning to 

organise this year.  ( See page 9) 
 

A service held on Wednesday, September 12th at Amersham 

Crematorium was conducted by Haddenham’s Baptist Min-

ister. The Revd. Carole Murray. Maggie’s mother who lives 

in the Abbeyfield Home  in Haddenham was there with 

friends and many Cuddington residents also attended. Lower 

Church Street, where Maggie had lived, has always been a 

close friendly community, and not only present residents 

were at the service but also past residents now living in the 

North of England and in France. 
 

Village Voice sends deepest sympathy to these friends and 

particularly to Maggie’s mother.  

Continued from page 5….. 

 

On the fielding front 

Ed Brown has provid-

ed a constant barrage 

of advice from behind 

the stumps, most of it 

sensible and some of it 

welcomed. This season 

also saw a couple of 

slip catches taken, 

which surprised the 

rest of the team almost 

as much as the slip 

fielders concerned. 
 

This season has also 

been noteworthy in 

that on two occasions 

we have seen those of 

more tender years take to the field with their dads, and Miles 

Jolliffe and Josh Brown are to be congratulated for their ef-

forts which suggest they will be far better than their fathers in 

the years to come.  
 

An awful lot of work goes on behind the scenes, and whilst 

everyone has mucked in it would be remiss not to single Ed 

Brown out for his unstinting efforts in ensuring that we have a 

pitch to play on, regardless of the vagaries of the English 

weather. Thanks also to Karl who ensures the outfield is cut 

before every game, and to Nibby for enabling us to have the 

bar up and running for each game - hopefully the takings have 

made it worthwhile! 
 

A huge thank you to Joe Bruce, who is standing down as 

chairman of the club, for the instrumental part that he has 

played over the last eight years both in resurrecting cricket in 

Cuddington, and creating a fun, family oriented club which 

we are lucky to be a part of. 
 

We are also very grateful for the financial support that we 

receive each year from the Village Fete Committee which en-

sures that we are able to get the mowers and other equipment 

serviced. 
 

Although the playing season is over we still have two key fix-

tures to look forward to - the Fireworks night up at the play-

ing field and the Christmas dinner in the Crown where we are 

hoping to match last year's fantastic attendance of 35 players 

and their partners. 
 

Finally a reminder that we are always looking for new mem-

bers of all ages and abilities and would be delighted to hear 

from anyone who would like to get involved - please send an 

email to rwinnicott@yahoo.co.uk if you are interested. 

 

Richard Winnicott        (Captain) 

Eight year old Josh Brown takes 

to the nets 

From the morning of July 27th when the Cuddington 
Church Bells rang out to welcome the 2012 Olympics the 
village has taken an ever increasing interest in the Games 
with more and more people avidly watching events. 
Some have been lucky enough to obtain tickets: one of 
them, Helen Keeping, has written the following account 
of the two visits she and her family made:  
 

Having obtained tickets in the original ballot, and sitting 
at the computer for hours, we were going to the 2012 
London Olympics and Paralympics - our games and ‘the 
greatest show on earth’.   
 

In the Stadium we saw all the Jamaican sprinters - Usain 
Bolt, Yohan Blake and Warren Weir - in the 200m heats, 
as well as heats for the 110 hurdles, triple jumping, 
Women’s 5000m and javelin.   

Continued on page 8 …… 

 

mailto:rwinnicott@yahoo.co.uk
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After the summer break the Gardening Club 
enjoyed another visit from Janet Cropley talk-
ing about “Clever Use of Foliage in the Gar-
den”. 

 

A fundamental point that Janet made was that foliage is the back-
bone of any garden and, whereas flowers sometimes have a very 
short flowering season, foliage can last for 6 months of the year.  
The foliage was restricted in the main part to herbaceous plants. 
Janet emphasised that form, texture, and colour are so important 
when deciding what plants to put where and her slides gave us 
some lovely examples of the use of different plants adjacent to one 
another - taking into account contrasting colours and textures, 
whether to plant in sun or shade and plants complementing one 
another.   
 

She also indicated that herbs can also look most attractive and we 
saw slides of fennel, Egyptian onions, and ginger mint, which is 
wonderful for potpourri.  The evening ended  with her telling us 
about viola labradorica which has beautiful leaves for dipping in 
melted chocolate, putting in the fridge and then peeling the leaves 
off – a great idea for entertaining grandchildren!! 
 

The evening was preceded by the annual 
weigh-in of the Murphy Potato growing 
competition, with this year’s variety being 
Harmony. 
 

First prize for the heaviest crop went to 
Brenda Braybrook with a weight of 7lbs. 
6oz. 8 drams and the runner up was Robin 
Hood with a weight of 6lbs 3oz.  First prize 
for the heaviest individual potato also went 
to Brenda Braybrook with the winning 
potato weighing 14oz and the runner up 
was Carol Jones with a potato weighing 
11oz.     
 

Congratulations to Brenda and thank you 
to everyone who took part!  The weighing of the School potatoes 
will take place at a later date. 
 

The next meeting of the Gardening Club is on Monday 8th October 
with Dr Tony Maisey talking on “Is Gardening Good for You?” 
There will be a CGC Plant Stall. 

 

 

Brenda Braybrook  

holding her winning 

potato of 14oz  

After cremation at Amersham a Service of Thanksgiving was held in St Nicholas 

Church on Monday September 3rd. Among other friends and neighbours of David’s 

mother, Judy, were those who had seen him grow up in Cuddington, and at least 

one of those had been a fellow pupil at Cuddington  School. Other links with the 

past were provided by the presence of David’s Cub leader, and it was a close family 

friend, Colin Spinks, who was playing the organ. 

 

This was very much a family service: David’s wife and children expressed their 

loving memories of him and a poem was read by his sister, Ruth. However there 

was another side to the service as David  had  joined the Police Force in 1990 and it 

was colleagues from the Thames Valley Force who had packed the chapel at the 

Crematorium, and then thronged into Cuddington Church where the service was 

taken jointly by our Vicar and the Police Chaplain.   

 

Appreciative comments were given of David’s work in the Force, his speedy promotion from Constable to Detective Inspec-

tor, and it was clear from them that not only had David been very successful in his career but that he had been held in high 

regard by his colleagues. 

Our thoughts go out to his wife,  Jenny, and the two children Katharine and Alex as they return to their home in Woodley, 

and to David’s mother, Judy, here with us in Cuddington. 

 

Judy has asked us to express her very grateful thanks for all the help given to her in so many different ways. 

 

A message from Ian, Beccy, Tom, Jess and Sarah 
Herbert: 
 

Thank you for the very warm welcome we have re-
ceived from everyone in the village. We moved in at 
the end of June the day after Jess’ last GCSE exam, 
and so only had a few days to settle in and unpack 
boxes before I went off on my pre-ordination retreat. 
We are now beginning to feel more settled, me into 
my new role, the children into new schools, and 
Beccy is still considering what her week will look 
like. 
 

We loved our time in Bristol, we all made some bril-
liant friends and we enjoyed living close to the 
Downs. It was a privilege to study at Trinity College 
and to benefit from the wisdom of great tutors. Bec-
cy really valued being able to join me in lectures, 
and she was very involved with various aspects of 
the Connect spouses group. We do not miss the driz-
zly Bristol weather, but we do miss the good mobile 
phone reception and the excellent public transport 
(say Tom and Jess)! Tom is very, very pleased to 
have recently started learning to drive, and we hope 
this will eventually lead to some independence for 
him. This is a new season for our family as we begin 
to explore possible university choices for the older 
two, and to look at secondary schools for Sarah. 
(Time to face up to the reality that they are all grow-
ing up fast!) 
 

We love our new home & Cuddington is such a pret-
ty place to live. Our cat Star is enjoying exploring, 
and Sarah is delighted to have acquired three guinea 
pigs (Percy, Fred and George). Beccy keeps drop-
ping hints about getting a dog, but I am pretending 
deafness!  
 

We really do look forward to getting to know you all 
over these coming months and being part of this 
community. 
Blessings, Ian.  
(The Revd. Ian Herbert) 
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Continued from page 4… 
  
The second half started  in Russia with Borodin’s Nocturne, 
then to Austria for “Edelweiss” and  then next door to Ger-
many for some Bach. Two more surprises then; “California 
Dreaming” which all those of a certain age will remember 
with great affection, from  the Mommas and the Poppas; 
who can fail to forget the great (in all senses of the word)  
Momma Cass? 
 

Then the theme from “Ski Sunday” (you’ll immediately 
recognise it if you hear it). 
 

To Vienna for, inevitably, a Strauss waltz and over to Ha-
waii for……”Hawaii 50” (remember it?) 
The beautiful Humming Chorus from Puccini’s Madame 
Butterfly took us to Japan, and the final item was by Holst; 
did you know he wrote an Irish jig? His “St Paul’s Suite” 
was  a very appropriately rousing version of this. 
 
David bade farewell on behalf of us all to the quartet and 
thanked everyone involved in helping make the evening 
such a success. 

In the July issue of Village Voice,     

I asked for suggestions  for projects 

that would benefit the village to be 

paid for from funds remaining after 

all expenses from the Village Jubi-

lee Celebrations had been paid.     
 

We have received very few sugges-

tions.   As many of you might have 

been away on holiday,  I am  re-

peating our request .    
 

For your information,   “profits” 

made actually represent the money raised  from the two 

quiz evenings we held;   in other words the week-end of 

celebrations  just about  broke even,  but we could not have 

known that when we began planning. 
 

Ideas received to date are : 
 

 A new hard wood bench  with memorial plaque,  to be 

put on the playing fields  along the fence giving on to the 

car park (CPFA to be asked);   possibly a second bench 

elsewhere – site to be agreed. 
 

 A bench to be sited inside the bush shelter on the Upper 

Green . 
 

 A tree  with plaque  (fairly mature specimen) to be 

planted in the village - site to be agreed. 

I am still waiting to hear if we are to receive an oak tree 

from AVDC. 
 

 Contribution towards a piece of equipment for younger 

children in the children’s  play ground. 
 

 Donation to the Nicholas Almond Charity:   a village 

charity dating back to 1643, making  grants to young 

people,  resident in Cuddington,  towards the costs of 

further education or an apprenticeship.       

The number of small grants currently being made ex-

ceed the amount of income we receive. 

A number of people have given support to this idea. 
 

 A wrought iron railing along the steps leading from the 

Aylesbury Road to Swanhill Cottages. 
 

 A donation towards the purchase of a marquee for the 

CPFA. 
 

I look forward to hearing from you, either to support one or 

more of the above ideas,  or put forward new ideas.       
 

The committee will take a decision with the PC in Novem-

ber. 
 

Many thanks  -  Jennifer Schram de Jong 
 

You can contact me at  jschramdejong@yahoo.co.uk  or   

Larden Spicketts Lane, Cuddington 

 

Commemorative Mugs - If you ordered a 

Jubilee mug but have not yet received it, 

please do contact me to arrange collection. 

 

In May this year the TV cameras came to Cuddington, 

Buckinghamshire to film Giuliana and Simon of Cici-Coco 

in their kitchen in Lower Church Street for a new SKY Liv-

ing programme called ‘Cooks to Market’. 

 

The production team and crew from Sky also filmed the 

family taking a walk through our picturesque village and 

visiting the rare breed pigs just off Spicketts Lane. 

 

The programme was screened at the beginning of Septem-

ber but prior to this Giuliana and Simon were sworn to se-

crecy so as not to disclose the outcome of the competition. 

 

Each programme in the series followed the progress of two 

couples as they developed, cooked and sold their products 

at a London market. The couple that sold and made the 

most profit on market day then got to pitch their products to 

a panel of buyers from the industry.  

 

Simon and Giuliana presented their speciality Lasagna to 

the programme hosts and mentors Gizzi Erskine, celebrity 

chef and writer, and James 

Averdieck the founder of 

Gu Chocolate puddings  

 

Although, Cici-Coco did 

not win the television com-

petition, they have been 

discussing supplying a 

range of products to 

Selfridges as a result of 

their efforts and we wish 

them every success in  

further developing their  

Cuddington based business! 

 

 

mailto:jschramdejong@yahoo.co.uk
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TRADITIONAL XMAS FAYRE 
 

Will be held as previously advertised: 

 Bernard Hall on Saturday 17th November from 

2.00-4.30pm. 
 

There will be a variety of stalls and Father Christ-

mas will be there to welcome the children! 
 

 

If you would like to have a stall (£8) then please contact 

Rosemary Bradbury on 290349 or e-mail:   

peter.bradbury7@btinternet.com or for more information 

contact Caroline Stonham on 292221 

Ladies Who Lunch 
 

Next date for lunch is 
Thursday 18th October 
1.00p.m at the Crown 

 

Please contact Sherry 
(291526) or Yvette (291310) 

if you are able to join us. 
 

We look forward to seeing 
you 

Sadly we have to report that stones were thrown at the windows of St Nicholas 

Church during the last week of August causing considerable damage. 

Some 12 panes of medieval glass were broken or cracked mainly in the North 

West window but also in the North East memorial window facing on to lower 

Church Street. A section of the beautiful stained glass East Window in the Chan-

cel was also broken. 
 

This can only be described as a mindless act of vandalism and it is sad that it 

should have taken place in our community. It was also dangerous, because  the 

“parents and toddlers” went into church for their singing group on the Friday and 

the young children were playing amongst the fine shards of broken glass before 

the parents saw and understood what had happened.   
 

The cost of the damage is just over £500 and will not be met by insurance be-

cause it is at the limit of our “excess”.   We have managed to obtain support from 

the Church Commissioners for the repair to the East window but will still have to 

find £300 towards the cost of the rest of the work, allowing for the fact we need 

to use handmade glass and rematch the stained glass exactly.  Some people have 

already offered to donate towards the cost of the repair and anyone wishing to 

donate should speak to Alan Marsh (PCC Treasurer) or either of the Church 

Wardens. 
 

We would be grateful if anyone who saw anything untoward happening in the 
churchyard during the last week of August could contact PCSP Sue Jones on 
07970 145073 or either 
of the Church Wardens 
– David Benson 01296 
433757 or Graham 
Carr 01844 290000.   
 
And please do report 
any unusual activity 
occurring in the vicini-
ty of the church. 

July 18th was the day the judges 
visited Cuddington. Unfortunately this 
year we did not acquire either a Gold 
or a Silver Gilt award but nevertheless 
achieved a Silver award. 
 

Assessment was under three headings: 
Horticultural Achievement, Environ-
mental Responsibility and Community 
Participation.  
 

For each section areas of achievement 
were noted including praise of Tyring-
ham Hall’s garden and other front gar-
dens “enhanced by a multitude of col-
ourful Hollyhocks”.  
 

The well-maintained churchyard was 
noted as were the planters outside the 
Village Stores. The  natural areas in 
Tibby’s Lane and Holly Tree Lane 
were commended as was  the local 
artist’s Jubilee Crowns on the Village 
Green.  
 

The Greener Cuddington initiative, the 
Garden Club’s bulb planting and Open 
Gardens all received a special mention. 
In addition areas for improvement 
were noted which included “Promote 
Britain in Bloom through Village 
Voice”---so next year watch this 
space!  
In the meantime look out for further 
comments on the Village Notice 
Boards. 
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Many of you will have noticed that the temporary classrooms have 
been removed from the Infant site and the Paddock is being restored 
to its former state. Four mature trees have been planted to replace 
those removed and the hedge has been replanted. Many will also 
note that there are fewer cars in the village - a clear indication that 
the Junior children and teaching staff are all back on the Junior site 
in Dinton!  
 

All the four class-
rooms on the Jun-
ior site have been 
refurbished with 
new toilets and 
staffroom complet-
ed; we have a tem-
porary library set 
up as well. As there 
is no playground 
currently the chil-
dren are using the 
field for all outside 
activities - all are 
enjoying the space! 
Work on complet-
ing the new and 
extended hall, en-
trance and library continues. 
 

We have plans to improve the pathways at the front and side of the 
Infant buildings and during the summer holidays parents helped in 
clearing and opening up the Foundation class outside area. 
 

Applications to join the school are extremely healthy and we start 
the 2012-13 year with a full Foundation Class.  Pupils from within 
the catchment area of the school make up an increasing percentage 
of the total every year. 
 

Once again, thank you to the local community for your continuing 
support, and thank you to our neighbours for your continuing pa-
tience and understanding. 

Chris Blumer - Governor 

Newly planted mature trees in the school 

grounds 

Step aboard the SS Madeira for this terrific musical 
comedy, showing in Cuddington as part of the The-
atre in the Villages season for 2012.  The show 
features Noël Coward’s forgotten classic P&O 
1930, his magical evocation of the historic P&O 
route home to Britain from the Far East, when a 
voyage took weeks rather than hours and the pas-
sengers got up to all sorts of antics en route. 

Actor, pianist and singer Michael Lunts brings to 
life this wonderfully eccentric cast of Coward char-
acters and includes many of Coward’s best-loved 
songs, from Matelot to Mad Dogs and Englishmen, 
from Nina to Marvellous Party and, of course, Sail 
Away!  Michael is one of this country’s most expe-
rienced and widely travelled performers of 
‘intimate revue’, having toured with many shows 
devised from the musical work of among others, 
Noël Coward, Joyce Grenfell, Tom Lehrer and 
Flanders and Swann. 

“A rare gem evoking the genuine spirit of Coward” 
– Michael Coveney, Daily Mail 

Suitable for adults and children aged 12+.  8.00 pm 
on Saturday, 20th October at the Bernard Hall, 
Cuddington.  Tickets £10 (concessions and under-
16s £8) from Elaine English, telephone 01296 
655698. 

 

Continued from page 6… 
And, of course, we experienced the Stadium – the wall of sound does exist; there 
were Mexican waves, and everyone cheers everyone – whatever their nationality 
or event. 
Then it was finals day in the canoe sprint at Eton Dorney.  As we arrived we were 
surrounded by hundreds of Hungarians – I hadn’t realised that canoeing was 
their national sport, and weren’t they enthusiastic and patriotic!  And so were the 
rest of the spectators – the atmosphere was friendly, inclusive and again we all 
cheered for everyone.  My hands were sore, my throat was dry, and it seems that 
we do ‘will’ people to win!  Team GB didn’t win gold at Dorney – but it actually 
didn’t matter.    
Two weeks later we returned to Dorney for the Paralympics rowing heats.  Yet 
another fantastic day, in a superb venue; the rowers, especially the British mixed 
coxed four, excelled themselves (they later won Gold!).  We had now, as specta-

tors, experienced all aspects of the 
games – from heats to finals to 
medal events.  We’d been enter-
tained, inspired, thrilled and en-
thused; our games had exceeded 
all expectations!  
 

The Winnicott Family also visited the 
Paralympics and Poppy (aged  8 ) 
and Olivia (aged  6 )have sent us their 
memories: 
 

We were very excited to go to the 
Paralympics. We watched the athlet-
ics in the Olympic Stadium. We also 
saw lots of victory ceremonies. The 
best bit was seeing David Weir get his 
gold medal, because everybody stood 
up and cheered loudly and sang the 
National Anthem. 
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July and August 2012 
 

July was wet and cool with an overall temper-
ature just over half a degree Celsius below 
normal, however, July last year was even 
colder but much drier.  
August was drier than average and a brief 
spell of summer like temperatures mid month 
helped elevate the overall monthly tempera-
ture a little above average. 
 

Daytime maximum air temperatures in July 
and August averaged 21.1 (70F) and 22.1 
(72F) deg Celsius respectively, the respective 
long term averages for these two months are 
22.3 deg (72F) and 22.2 deg Celsius(72F). 
Night time air minimum temperatures aver-
aged 11.7 deg (53F) and 12.4 deg Celsius
(55F)- the long term averages are 11.7 deg 
(53F) and 11.8 deg (53F) Celsius respective-
ly.  
 

The actual highest and lowest day time air 
maxima for July occurred on 25th (29.5 deg 
C, 85F) and 6th (17.0 deg C, 63F)
respectively; August's occurred on 19th (29.7 
deg C, 86F) and 30th (16.7 deg C, 62F) re-
spectively.  

October 

Wednesday 3rd         7.30 p.m.        Parish Council Meeting 

Saturday  6th             7.30 p.m.        Scannappeal Concert  (see page 2) 

Monday  8th              7.30 p.m.       Gardening Club Dr.Tony Maisey                                                             

     “Is Gardening good for you?” 

Tuesday  9th              2.30 p.m.        W.I.  Talk by Sue Read on  

`                                                        “The Art of Making  Resolutions”  

Saturday 13th     6.45 for 7.00 p.m. Harvest Supper in the Bernard Hall 

Sunday    14th        10 a.m.&6p.m.  Harvest Festival in St Nicholas 

Tuesday  16th          10. 30 a.m.       Harvest Coffee Morning in St Nicholas 

Tuesday  16th              7.30 p.m.      History Society Talk by Dawn Cuming 

     on “Dante’s Florence”    

Saturday 20th  8.00 p.m. Coward at Sea in the Bernard Hall (see 

     page 10) 

Saturday 27th              5.30 p.m.       Bonfire & Fireworks Party  (see page 5) 

 

November 

Wednesday 7th    7.30 p.m.     Parish Council Meeting      

Sunday      11th    10.a.m.        Remembrance Service in St Nicholas 

Monday    12th    7.30 p.m.    Gardening Club: Elsie Frost giving a talk 

            & slide show on “Exceptional Gardens” 

Tuesday    13th     2.30 p.m.     W.I.  Talk by Maryon Pates on 

     “Casualty to A & E “  

Saturday   17th     7.00 p.m.     CPFA  Race Night in Bernard Hall   

       (see below) 

Saturday   17th     2.00 p.m.     Christmas Fayre in Bernard Hall  (see 

     page 9) 

Tuesday    20th    7.30 p.m.     History Society  Talk by Neil Rees on 

    “The Czech Connection in Aylesbury Vale” 

 

A Cuddington Harvest 

Field 

Cuddington Playing Field Association 

Race Night        
in the Bernard Hall 

 

Saturday 17th November   7pm      
(first race 7.30pm) 

£8 per ticket to include supper,  bring your own drink 
Ticket contacts: Lorraine Ray 290606  or John Luckett 290491 

 

 

The actual highest and lowest night time air 
minima for July occurred on the 4th (15.3 
deg C, 59F) and 21st (7.2 deg C, 45F) re-
spectively. For August, the highest occurred 
on the 17th (16.5 deg C, 62F) and the lowest 
on the 31st (4.7 deg C, 41F). 
  

Overall, sunshine amounts were well below 
average for both months. July received 138.3 
hours and August 124.4 hours of bright sun-
shine - the long term average is 206 hours 
and 194 hours respectively. July was a tad 
sunnier than the last really dull July Cud-
dington experienced back in 1988 (139 
hours) - August was our dullest since 1977 
(123 hours). 

  

July was a wet month with a total accumula-
tion of 89.4 mm (3.52in), the 14 year long 
term average is 52.2 mm (2.05in).August was 
drier than average with 51.9 mm (2.04in) 
being recorded, the average is 67.2 mm 
(2.65in). 
  

There has been much 'talk' in the media 
about us having just lived through the wettest 
summer in 100 years. However, this figure is 
based on an average of readings taken 
across the country, for individual locations 
the picture is a little different. By comparing 
our total summer rainfall of 281.8 mm 
(11.09in) with the very long term rainfall 
record of Oxford, a good comparison, it has 
been Cuddington's wettest summer since 
1971 (306.3mm, 12.06in).  
  

Sean Clarke  
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Greener Cuddington  
 

Recycling Waste 

You will have received new large recycling bins and food waste bins as Bucks County Council makes some serious 

efforts to increase the amount of our waste that is recycled. This is very welcome, if rather late in the day as waste 

is now very expensive. A letter was circulated from Bucks CC explaining the new waste management contract, and 

it says: 

“ We currently have a countywide recycling rate of 45 per cent and pay £11.6 million a year to dispose of waste to landfill. 

We aim to increase our recycling rate to 60 per cent by 2020. However the increase in landfill tax means that even after this, 

if we don’t find alternative ways to manage our waste we will be paying £13 million a year to dispose of our waste at land-

fill.” 

Our local governments have not been in front of the game on this and one has heard many excuses and reasons why recy-

cling hasn’t been taken seriously, but other councils are in a far better position, which will free up money to be spent on other 

necessities. We can all play our part by trying to minimise waste, through recycling but even better by not creating it. We can 

do this by our purchasing habits, being more selective and in re-using rather than consuming bags, boxes etc. 

So please use your new bins to the full and help others understand that waste is expensive to all of us! 

  

Habitat Improvement in Cuddington 
By the time that this is published, Waddesdon Estates will probably have started 

work to improve the field boundary and little copse in the field bordering the mud-

dy track at the bottom of Spickett’s Lane. The boundary and the copse below it are 

very overgrown and messy, with lots of poor plant life that contributes little to 

society or nature. Under advice from English Nature, and in the light of a great 

deal of experience with hedges and ponds, they are going to remove the rubbish 

whilst protecting and nurturing the good trees (many of them planted by Jim Hay-

ward and villagers) and carry out new planting to create a new hedge and wildlife 

habitats. There is also a spring and rill in the copse that has supported a little pond 

in the past, and this will be re-established if viable. 

 

Energy Use 

As part of Greener Cuddington’s activities to 
make a difference, we will be providing a ther-
mal imaging service once more during Decem-
ber or January. Also, look out for announce-
ments about new ways in which we are seeking 
to help you to reduce your energy bills and CO2 
emissions. 

If you would like to discuss any of these items 

or want to know more, contact details are be-

low. 
 

Greener Cuddington is a village project whose 

aim is to raise the profile and understanding of 

environmental sustainability within the village 

and thereby reduce the village’s overall envi-

ronmental footprint. Contact Doug Kennedy on 

01844 290602 or email dgkenne-

dy@alloverde.com 

Migrant Hawker Dragonfly by the River 

Thame 

Services at St. Nicholas 
(Churchwardens: Graham Carr, 290000and David Benson, 01296 433757)  

  

 
October 

 
7th 10am  HOLY COMMUNION 
A modern Communion service with hymns. The children go to “Sunday Special” 
for part of the service. 
 
 

14th   HARVEST FESTIVAL 
 10am  Family Service 
 6pm  Special Evening Service 
 
 
 

21st 10am  HOLY COMMUNION 
A less formal modern communion service with hymns. The children go to 
“Sunday Special” for part of the service. 

21st 5.00pm Tea and Prayer 
 
28th  10am  MORNING WORSHIP 
A service of worship and the word, with a mixture of traditional and modern 
hymns. Children go straight to Chattabox and the Grid in the Bernard Hall at 
9.50am 

  

28th 11.15am HOLY COMMUNION 
A Communion service with hymns according to the Book of Common Prayer. 

 
 

There is a service at 5.30 pm every Sunday evening at Cuddington 
Methodist Chapel. 
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