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May 
2012 

 
VOLUME FIFTEEN 

 

Christian  Aid Week    May 13 – 19 

Let’s give the tools  

Please give generously to the wonderful work done by Christian Aid  for 

example in Sierra Leone which is one of the poorest  countries in Africa. 

Help is being given there to provide tools, seeds 

and advice so that farmers can produce better-

crops to provide  food for their families. 

to help people in poverty out of poverty  

Throughout the week there will be House to House Collections 

and also the following activities:- 
 

May 13   10 a.m.    Special Family Service at St Nicholas  
 

May 14    7.30pm Coffee Evening, Bring & Buy and Plant  

    Stall, Skittle Green Cottage, Lower  

    Green, by kind permission of Caroline  

    Thompson. Everyone welcome! (See page 9) 

Enclosed is the programme for Cuddington’s  celebrations, events are: 
 

Friday 1st June at  7 p.m    -  St Nicholas Church will be hosting a spe-
cial floral display in honour of the Queen’s sixty years on the throne 
 

Saturday, 2
nd

 June from 2 pm  -  Garden Walks followed by Afternoon 
Tea in the marquee on the playing fields.   Tickets available at participat-
ing gardens 
 

Sunday, 3rd June at 10 am  -  Special Civic Service of Celebration at St. 
Nicholas Church for HM the Queen’s life and long reign. 
 

Monday, 4th June from 12 noon – Family Fun Day with BBQ and 

Cream Teas -  bouncy castles,  pillow jousting, races,  boules competi-

tion,  crafts for the young – make a crown and keep for Fete Day. 
 

For more events and details see page 4... 
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The  Vicar writes: 

 

Transforming communities 

 

What makes a good community? Is it having a nice environment- open spaces, beautiful build-

ings and lovely views? Is it having lots of facilities- shops, doctors and dentists, sports, cafes 

and pubs, with lots of activities and clubs to join? Is it the people- a community where people 

help each other, one where many volunteer in lots of different ways, and where you can trust those around you?  

Cuddington has frequently won the best kept village contest, but it is much more than just a nice looking village. If 

you look at the list above you can see that many of those things apply to Cuddington and the surrounding villages. 

As we appreciate our community and all that it offers, it is also important for us to think about the impact of the 

Christian community. What difference do Christians make in a community and would people notice if the churches 

ceased to exist? Hopefully, yes they would! But it is a good question and important to think through how Christians 

might be missed from our village communities. Hopefully it would be more than the loss of large and beautiful 

church buildings. 

For the next few months, Cuddington congregation will be looking at the theme of community. We will be finding 

our inspiration in the Letters written by the first Christians to their church communities. These were written to pio-

neer groups who were seeking to make a difference in the world. A few years back it was popular to wear wrist 

bands with WWJD on them (what would Jesus do?). As we look at our community we can apply the question – 

what would Jesus do in our community here? What sort of a community would we be if we took that question more 

seriously? Christian faith should be practical and Christians should be thoroughly involved in the life of the com-

munity around them. As we learn together over the next few months we should see an impact in the way we live 

and act in our neighbourhood. 

Jesus asked, What shall I compare the kingdom of God to? It is like yeast that a woman took and mixed into a large 

amount of flour until it worked all through the dough. (Luke 13:20-21) 

Community is a suitable theme as we come towards a major community celebration with the Queen’s Diamond Ju-

bilee. There are many activities in Cuddington village, including a special service of celebration at 10.00am on Sun-

day 3 June.  

Let’s celebrate our community! 

 

Margot Hodson, Vicar 

Thought For The Month 

A Message from John and Elaine 

Moore 

 

If every Cuddington resident 
spent just  

£1 per day on Groceries  
in the Village Shop 

it will become a viable and 
sustainable  
business. 

 
How much would you spend on fuel 

or bus fares going to Thame or 

Aylesbury for just a few items? 

Please support your local shop to-

day to preserve it for tomorrow 

Not quite fit enough to join in the Olympics? 
Never mind.  We have a much easier tradition of healthful exercise 

in Cuddington – the Ruby Small Sunrise Walk!  For over 40 years, 

villagers have celebrated Midsummer by walking up through the 

dawn fields to the observatory at Upper Winchendon to see the sun 

rise over the Vale.  This 

year it’s on Saturday 23 

June, starting at 4am from 

the Lower Green.  Re-

freshments await you as 

you stand at the top of the 

world and enjoy the view.  

We can offer lifts either up 

or down if you don’t fancy 

the whole circuit – and 

you can be back home in 

bed by 6.30!  What’s not 

to like!?  Any queries to 

Angela Wenham  291932  
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Time to book up for 

Lighthouse 
 

Lighthouse Thame is a holiday week for 

children and young people in Thame and the 

surrounding area that takes place in the 

summer holidays at Lord Williams’s Upper 

School Grounds. 
 

It is run through a partnership of local 

churches, and the support of dozens of vol-

unteers that make the event happen and en-

joyable for  all ages. 
 

Our objective is to create a safe, fun envi-

ronment, where children and young people 

participate in sports, craft, Bible stories and 

music .  
 

Lighthouse is run entirely by volunteers, but 

still costs around £37,000 a year, to set up 

and operate.  
 

As all children are welcome there is no 

charge to attend. We raise money from grant 

organizations and fundraising and rely heav-

ily on donations from local churches; yet 

there is still a financial shortfall. 
 

To help cover this shortfall suggested giving 

is £10 per child per day (£50 per week).  

 

Please give if you are able to. You can reg-

ister your children on 

www.lighthousethame.org.uk 

 

Need help? Any queries please email: chil-

dren@lighthousethame.org.uk 

or contact Graham Carr (290000) 

The Chairman writes…. 

This year’s village meeting took place on Weds 18th April, in the Bernard 

Hall.  Despite the heavy rain that had been falling for most of the day, the 

attendance, at 61, was one of the largest that these meetings have attracted.  

The format was based primarily on discussion of topics that villagers 

wished to raise together with input, for information, at the appropriate time.  

The seating was arranged in a horseshoe formation to ensure to that people 

could face as many others as possible and encourage discussion to flow.  

An excellent sound system was provided by Chris Long, which included a 

roving microphone, to allow everyone to hear the points raised and partici-

pate.  Venetia Davies took the minutes and the meeting was chaired by Ken 

Birkby. 
 

Among the topics discussed were;  

Dog mess around the village, Speeding on all the roads in and out of Cud-

dington, Damage to parked cars on narrow village roads, Problems with 

drainage and road surface, Refurbishment of the children’s playground, 

Standard of footways and Feedback on the meeting format. 

There were contributions from various people to give information about; 

Trophy display case in the Bernard Hall, Website, Local food initiative, 

Nature walk, Developments at the shop and Post Office, Jubilee events, 

Village record, Neighbourhood Watch, Fete, Spend on village projects (bus 

stop refurbishment and children’s playground) and School building devel-

opment. 
 

The draft minutes of the meeting will be published shortly, on the notice 

boards and website.  Anyone who would like a copy for themselves, please 

contact Venetia Davies, on 290616. 
 

The meeting ended with wine and soft drinks and the general consensus 

was that it had been very successful and enjoyable.    

                                  

And a view from a member of the audience... 

This meeting has  nothing to do with the regular parish council meetings; it 

is an opportunity for the residents of Cuddington to make sure that they 

know what’s  going on, whether they agree, and if not what they would like 

to see instead. 
 

What is clear from the meeting is that people have plenty of ideas to make 

our village a vibrant place to live – but as ever we must all be prepared to 

work to implement them if they are to succeed and our village is to contin-

ue to thrive. All thanks to Ken for organising the meeting and making it 

user-friendly. 

Madrigals 
The Wichert Chorale, along with their visitors from Ber-

lin, the Golgotha Kantorer, will sing madrigals from Cud-

dington Church Tower at 9.30 a.m. on Bank Holiday 

Monday, May 9th , to be followed by refreshments in the 

church. 
 

They will also give a joint concert in St. Mary’s  Hadden-

ham  on Saturday May 5th .  
 

For tickets, at £10, and further details contact Jessica 

Ecott (291101). 

Concert in aid of Kampala Music  School 

The Orchestra Pro Musica, Uganda 
 

LEADER  -  Andrew Bernadi 

CONDUCTOR  -  David Macdonald  
 

Saturday 19th May 2012 at 7.30 pm 

All Soul’s Church, Langham Place, London W1B 3DA 
 

Mozart, Beethoven and Baritone Arias 
 

Tickets £17.50, £12.50, £10 from St Martin –in-the-Fields: 

In person at Trafalgar Square, Tel: 020 7766 100 or 

www.smitf.org. For more information contact Venetia Davies on 

201899 
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CUDDINGTON COMMEMORATIVE MUGS 
 

We have extended the final date for applying for Jubilee 

Mugs. 

 

If you still wish to have a mug for your children if they 

are entitled to a free mug,  or would like to buy a mug,  

please send in a form to Jennifer SdeJ  or give it to John 

at the shop  

By   6th May, 2012. 

 

Any applications received after this date, may still be able 

to have a mug,  but it may not arrive in time for the Jubi-

lee week-end! 

 

Friday, 1st June  to  Monday, 4th June, 2012 

 

We have now been talking and planning for  HM the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee for over a year, 

and now it is almost upon us,. Enclosed is the Programme of  Events that have been organised 

for the village’s Jubilee week-end. 

 
WE DO STILL NEED HELP DURING THE WEEK-END  -  We still need more villagers 
to come forward to help. Remember,  the more helpers we have,  the less everyone will  need to 
do.  
 

Call :  Jennifer   291501        Yvette   291310       Caroline   291485        Christine :   290491 
 

 
PLEASE DO COME ALONG  AND  JOIN US  IN  CELEBRATING  THIS   

WONDERFUL OCCASION! 
 

PLEASE keep your programme.   Programme of events includes : 
 
 

Friday 1st June  7 pm  St Nicholas Church - preview of floral arrangements commemorating the Queen’s  
  60 glorious years,  with nibbles and drinks. 

 

Saturday 2nd June  2 pm  Garden Walk - a walk around some of Cuddington’s  lovely  gardens followed by After
  noon Tea in the marquee on the playing fields.   Tickets available at participating gardens 

 

Sunday 3rd June  10 am  St Nicholas Church - special Civic Service of Celebration for HM the Queen’s life and 
  long reign.    

 

Monday 4th June  12 pm FAMILY FUN DAY WITH BBQ & CREAM TEAS - lots of activities for young and 
  older,  including :  bouncy castles,  pillow jousting, races,  boules competition,  crafts for 
  the young , make your own crown for the day and keep for Fete Day, fancy dress compete
  tion and face  painting – most activities free for those with tickets.  You can also win a 
  special Jubilee cake  and  a Steiff Jubilee Teddy  or a BIG jar of sweeties.   

 

Tuesday 5th June  9.30am St Nicholas Church Bells - there is a pecial Thanksgiving Service of Celebration  at St. 
     Pauls Cathedral. To coincide with this bells will be rung throughout the country.  At St. 
     Nicholas church a band of bellringers from the Oxford Diocese will attempt to ring a full 
     peal of 5040 changes starting at 9.30am. If successful this should finish to coincide with t
     he end of the service in London at approx 12 noon when the members of the Royal party 
     will leave for their celebratory Luncheon.  
 
 
On a personal note,  I would like to thank  my committee :     

Caroline Thompson,  John and Christine Luckett,   Maryon Pates,  

Yvette Digby,  Pam Kilarski, Diane Picot ,   Venetia Davies,  

Charles Sanderson and Jaap Schram de Jong, for all their hard work 

and support.    Thank you all !       
 

Jennifer Schram de Jong 
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Why make the trip to the tip? 
 

Aylesbury Vale District Council is 

introducing a new garden waste collec-

tion service.  Residents in the Parishes  

of Shabbington, Ickford, Long Cren-

don, Chearsley, Cuddington and 

Worminghall will be given the oppor-

tunity to sign up to the service before 

it’s made available to the rest of the 

Vale later in the year. 
 

For an annual subscription of £36 

you’ll receive a 240-litre brown bin, 

which we will collect fortnightly from 

February to November. 
 

You can join the garden waste collec-

tion service at any time, but sign up 

before 22 May 2012 to ensure you are 

included on the first collection date at 

the end of June 2012.   
 

The council is withdrawing its garden 

waste bag collection service in Sep-

tember 2012, so sign up for a brown 

bin if you’d like the council to take 

away your garden waste . 
 

If you have any queries, please contact 

Aylesbury Vale District Council on 

01296 585510, or email garden-

waste@aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk, or 

visit our website 

www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/

gardenwaste 

SPRING INTO ACTION 

Help for the Elderly 
 

We all have standards we like to main-

tain but sometimes we just can’t physi-

cally manage the house and garden 

like we used to when we were young-

er.  For anyone who wants a bit of 

extra help at home, you can ring Age 

UK Bucks and ask about the Help at Home service. 
 

There are cleaners, shopping help, gardeners, handymen, and even hairdress-

ers, computer tutors, therapeutic massage ladies, and the toe nail cutting 

team.  All will visit at home, at a reasonable price, and at a day and time to 

suit. 
 

Age UK Bucks will also help with welfare bene-

fits advice, befriending visits, any information & 

advice needed by an older person, and rural day 

care. 
 

Ring 01296 431911   Monday to Friday 9 – 4pm 

Age UK Bucks, 145 Meadowcroft, Aylesbury, 

Bucks HP19 9HH 

Registered charity no. 1139423 

 

Any unwanted or broken jewellery 
and other shiny things for the Cud-
dington Fête Crowns. The sparklier 
the better! 
Please bring to Denise’s, village shop or 
the Malt House. 

Approximately four tonnes 

of triticale wheat from 

South Molton in Devon 

have been used to re-

thatch Bridgeway, a 

wychert cottage on the 

Green.  

The team of thatchers, one 

of whom has been learning 

his trade since the age of 

thirteen, have been work-

ing on the project for four 

weeks.  

One of the thatchers ex-

plained that south facing 

parts of the roof deterio-

rate more quickly due to their exposure to extremes of weather.  

A thatch normally needs replacing every 20-25 years otherwise the 

weathering can lead to gullies in the thatch collecting water which 

seeps into the roof structure below causing damage to interiors. 

Thatchers completing the roof at 

Bridgeway 

 

Mr Squirty Wirty, Haddenham Hoofers, face-painting and the bouncy castle are 
all booked in readiness for the afternoon of July 14th. 
 

X-Factor tickets and a wardrobe makeover are amongst the Grand Auction priz-
es and you could win £100 in the Grand Draw! 
 

There will be a Crown competition on the day for children and adults, you could 
make yours at home or at the Family Fun Day on June 4th. There will be a 
Crown stall and we have a team making crowns to sell so if you have materials 
suitable for crown-making  or would like to buy and donate some materials, 
please contact any of the Committee below. 
 

Thank you to all that have completed a pledge form, we’ll be contacting you in 
due course! We still need more helpers to run a stall for an hour to give others a 
break, please do complete a pledge form in Cuddington Stores. 
 

Ian Cutler 295845; Karen Clayton 290404; Tony Digby 291310;  
Yvette Digby (Treasurer) 291310;   

Zoe Gibson 291349; John Luckett 290491; Vicky Reddington 01296 748566; 
Brenda Williams 290633. 

mailto:gardenwaste@aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk
mailto:gardenwaste@aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=daffodils&hl=en&biw=1024&bih=662&gbv=2&tbm=isch&tbnid=CY3QTKFzOORBVM:&imgrefurl=http://115benefit.com/molina-oringe-daffodil/&docid=ms922yrijb9KSM&imgurl=https://lh5.googleusercontent.com/-jOFLqHHyO-8/TWkVTZTakbI/AAAAAAAAOUU/w
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Part 2 of 3 - tragedy and drama 
 

The House was originally configured 
with: a basement, 3 reception rooms, 
kitchen, scullery and larder all down-
stairs and a total of 6 bedrooms and 2 
dressing rooms on the upper two 
floors. It is note worthy that whilst 
there were 2 WC’s, one on the ground 
floor and one on the first floor, there 
were no bathrooms. 
 

According to the 1891 census there 

were no less than 11 people living in 

the house as follows: 

 James Mansel Price - Clerk in  
Holy Orders 

 Annie Gale Price - his Wife 
 Ernest Simpkins - Son-in-law 
 Agatha Simpkins - Daughter 
 Leslie  Simpkins - Grandson 
 Hubert Simpkins - Grandson 
 Kathleen Gertrude Simpkins -       

Granddaughter 
 Isabelle Rowe - Governess 
 Sarah Mapley - Servant (cook) 
 Sarah  - Nurse 
 Elizabeth Harris - Housemaid 

 

It is for the reader to guess how they all fitted in and how they 

coped with just 2 WC’s! There were, however, 2 outside privies, a 

“mans” privy and a “maids” privy.  James Mansel Price remained 

Vicar of Cuddington for 40 years until his death in 1895. 

 

Continued on page 8…. 

 

The President, Caroline Thompson welcomed two visitors to 

our April meeting. Unfortunately the advertised speaker had 

been unable to come but Peggy Cattell substituted for her. 

 Peggy’s subject was “Shakespeare” and her knowledge and 

enthusiasm made it a gripping talk. 

Peggy told us how as a young child the rhythm of Shakespeare’s verse had fasci-

nated her and how at the age of thirteen her first visit to a play at Stratford had 

clinched her enthusiasm for the dramatist. Later when teaching English she had 

delighted in helping her pupils to share this enthusiasm. Examples were given to 

illustrate how Shakespeare created character and conveyed the atmosphere of a 

play by such devices as carefully chosen opening scenes and the use of soliloquy 

etc. Descriptions such as Oberon’s “I know a bank whereon the wild thyme 

blows....” from “A Midsummer’s Night’s Dream” convey a scene which the emp-

ty stage was unable to present, and even char-

acters  who don’t appear in the play such as 

the late wife of the old shepherd in “The Win-

ter’s Tale” come vividly to life through a de-

scription. 

 John of Gaunt’s thoughts on England as 

quoted  in “Richard II”  could well be said of 

the England we live in to-day. Truly Shake-

speare was a man for all ages. 
 

This talk was greatly appreciated but at Peg-

gy’s request no vote of thanks was given; in 

its place we were reminded how the late Lyd-

ia Woodford had, by her own request, always thanked Peggy for her talk. This 

was a great opportunity to remember that much loved member of our Institute.  

 

 

 

Cuddington Boules Club 
The new Season has now 

started 

Wednesdays 7pm  &  
Sundays 11am 

Cuddington Playing Field 
Come along and give it a go, if you 

decide you’d like to join Annual 
membership is just £5 

 
ALL WELCOME 

For further details contact:  
Amanda 290398 (after 6pm) 

Matthew 292699  
  Lorraine 290606  

 

 

What wonderful support we had for this event.  

Thank you so much to donors, helpers and cus-

tomers alike for contributing to this event and 

helping us raise the more than pleasing sum of 

£390. 
 

Unclaimed raffle prize 
 

We have an unclaimed raffle prize from the Bazaar – blue tick-

et 949 in the name of “Riley” but with no other details.   

 

If this was 

your ticket, 

please  

contact Liz 

Davies  

299 150.  

 

 

Visitors to 

the bazaar 



7 

Members of Cuddington History Society were transported back to 1935 at 

their meeting on 17 April.  David Howe presented a celebration of entertain-

ment in 1935 including recordings of bands, singers and orchestras.  Sir 

Thomas Beecham, Paul Robeson and Max Miller all featured. The Silver Jubi-

lee celebrations of George V and Queen Mary, the first recording of Sibelius’ 

violin concerto and Ivor Novello’s ”Glamorous Night” were also highlighted. 

 

David’s sound scrapbook of original recordings included songs by Shirley 

Temple, Noel Coward and Cole Porter.  Significant events like the invention 

of radar, the general Election which confirmed Stanley Baldwin as Prime Min-

ister and George V’s last Christmas broadcast were played. 

 

David Howe concluded by suggesting that popular entertainment helped dis-

tract many people from the threatening events in Europe – in Italy, Spain and 

Germany – at this time. 

Cuddington’s Weather: March 2012 
 

March was very warm, dry and very 

sunny. Temperatures during the first 

half of the month were near normal, 

however, the last few days of the month 

saw daytime temperatures more typical 

of June or August than of March. Over-

all, the average temperature for the 

month was 8.2 deg C (47F); the long 

term average is 6.6 deg C (44F). 

Daytime maximum air temperatures in 

March averaged 13.8 deg C (57F); the 

long term average is 10.9 deg C (51F). 

Night time air minimum temperatures 

averaged 2.7 deg Celsius (37F); the 

long term average is 2.2 deg Celsius 

(36F).  

The actual highest day time air maxima 

occurred on the 24th (21.5 deg C, 71F) 

and the lowest on the 18th (7.8 deg C, 

46F). The actual highest night time air 

minima occurred on the 10th (7.4 deg 

C, 45F) and the lowest occurred on the 

11th (minus 2.0 deg C, 28F). The lowest 

temperature just above the grass also 

occurred at this time (minus 6.8 deg C, 

20F). 
March received 154.76 hours of bright 
sunshine – the long term average is 108 
hours. 
  

March continued the theme of succes-
sive dry months. The total accumulation 
was 23.5 mm (0.93in) - the 14 year av-
erage is 37.6 mm (1.48in). However, it 
was much drier in March 2011 with a 
mere 7.9mm (0.31in). 
  

Sky Notes. 
During March the planet Mars has been 
closest in its orbit to Earth and I've 
been observing the 'red planet' at every 
opportunity. Through my telescope 
many of its dark surface features could 
be seen; on one memorable night,10th 
March, I could easily identify the exact 
location of the martian tharsis volca-
noes through the presence of white 
cloud forming on their summits.  Histor-
ically  it's interesting to note that some 
of the dark surface features of Mars 
were discovered by the great victorian 
amateur astronomer, the Rev. William 
Rutter Dawes, in the 1860s from his 
observatory in Haddenham.  

The sun shines on the Gardening Club in more ways than 

one! After a week of rain and torrential showers members 

and friends enjoyed mainly sunshine for a stunning outing 

to the Batsford Arboretum, near Moreton-in-Marsh, 

Glos. Set in some 56 acres the Arboretum is more like an extended garden. It is 

designed on a south facing slope and is a “wild” garden of near natural planting 

with a stream running its length and the Pulham rocks provide more interest to 

the landscaping. 
 

Our reason for the visit in April was to experience the National Collection of 

Japanese flowering cherries in full blossom planted all over the arboretum to-

gether with magnificent magnolias.  The trees include evergreens such as giant 

redwoods, firs and spruce and deciduous specimens such as rowans, birch, oaks 

and limes, with some rarer species. The emerging foliage of the maples present-

ed wonderful shades of green, red and orange and the arboretum is well known 

for its collection of bamboos.  The trees were under planted with wonderful hel-

lebores, fritillaries, spring bulbs, wood anemones, primroses and coming into 

flower were the bluebells and wild garlic.  
 

The Mitford family and their connections with the Far East are reflected by the 

statues of the foo 

dog, a Buddha and a 

Japanese Rest House 

as well as the manor 

house, a Norman 

style church and a 

hermit’s cave. Bats-

ford is very visitor 

friendly in that the 

trees and shrubs are 

labelled; there are 

many benches on which to enjoy the tranquillity enhanced by the birdsong; there 

is a newly built visitor centre which includes a good restaurant, well stocked 

plant centre and gift shop. It was good to see areas of regeneration and replant-

ing. In summary it is a marvellous setting and well worth a visit at any time of 

the year! 
 

The next event in our programme is a tour and talk at the newly converted farm-

house at Windmill Hill, Waddesdon Manor containing cotemporary works of 

art as well as the archives of the Rothschild family arranged for 9th and 10th 

May, 2.15 pm. 
 

For details of the Gardening Club and future events, please contact Elsie Frost 

on 290768. 
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Continued from page 6…  
 

Tragedy struck on 15 February 1886. There were two 

other grandsons, Austin Byron Simpkins (10 months) 

and Eustace Mansel Simpkins (2 years 10 months) living 

at the house at the time who contracted diphtheria, died, 

and they are buried in the churchyard. The two young 

boys are also remembered in two stained glass windows 

inside the chancel to the left when facing the altar.  

 

The drama; in 1902, the then incumbent, the Rev’d. Al-

lan Cameron Alford wrote to the Church Commissioners 

to say that there were serious problems with the build-

ing, cracks in the brickwork and plaster falling off the 

wall. Substantial remedial work was undertaken but in 

1922 the problems had become so severe and the cost of 

putting right so great it was decided that a more radical 

solution was required and the decision was made to va-

cate the house. 

 

The then Vicar, the Rev’d. James Percy Taylor left the 

house and moved in to the Lodge on Upper Green as a 

temporary measure until a new house was built. This 

new vicarage designed by Philip Tilden, the architect of 

the Bernard Hall, was erected on 2 acres of land cut out 

from the existing plot fronting Spicketts Lane. This 

house now called Cowleas was the new vicarage and the 

old house in its dilapidated state was sold and it was 

probably at this time that it became known as The Old 

Rectory.  
 

James & Elsie Frost - March 2012  

 
Village Fête JULY 14th  

Crowning glory! 

Village Voice is published by the Cuddington Parochial Church Council as a service to the community. Editorial Team: Peggy & Nan Cattell - 291313 or Cattelln@aol.com; 
Chris Blumer - 290647 or chrisblumer@blumer.co.uk ; Karen Clayton  - 290404 or info@porkandginger.co.uk ; John Fortgang - 291880 or johnfortgang@googlemail.com 

For advertising, please contact: Felicity Hilder - 290951 or Caroline Thompson - 291485 

Still needed: 

 Pledges of help 

 Teddies & cuddly toys 

 Books 

 Bottles, Jars and Tins 

 Bric-A-Brac 

 Second hand clothing 

 Baskets 

 Raffle prizes 

 

Please contact: Tony or Yvette Digby, The 

Malt House, Tel: 291310 

The Aristocats Kids, an exciting musical based on Disney’s 

classic 1970 animated film.  In 1910, in the heart of Paris, a 

kind and eccentric millionairess bequeaths her entire estate to 

her high-society cat, Duchess, and her young kittens.  Furious 

upon hearing the news, the jealous butler kidnaps the cats and 

drives them out into the countryside.  It’s up to the street-wise 

alley cat Thomas O’Malley and his band of swingin’ jazz cats 

to save the day. 
 

Running time 75 minutes. Tickets £8 Adults; £6 Under 16s / 

Concessions.  Box Office telephone 01296 747 129 or email 

boxoffice@cuddingtonyouthdrama.org.uk 
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Tuesday 15th May       

Seats are available on 

the coach for the Sun-

shine Club Spring out-

ing to Woodlands 

Nursery and Garden Centre just out-

side Hinckley  in the heart of  Leices-

tershire. This 18-acre ‘Garden Centre 

of Excellence’ with an emphasis on 

growing stock and gardening products, 

is also a ‘destination’ centre offering a 

day out. A large range of leisure, 

home, giftware products and cards is 

complemented by their restaurant sell-

ing home-made lunches and snacks. 
 

On Tuesday 15th May, pick-up is at 

The Green at 9.45am.  Cost for coach 

travel is £15.each.  The coach will be 

taking a scenic round trip, leaving 

plenty of time for lunching and shop-

ping at the Centre. 
 

We’d love you to join us.  Please 

phone either Elsie Willingham (290 

266) or Gwen Woodford (292 348).  

If you haven’t yet attended a Christian 

Aid Evening you really should try it 

this year. You will find yourself in a 

most attractive garden set out with the 

usual Cuddington well-stocked plant 

stall.  
 

As always, Jim Hayward and his com-

panions will have collected innumera-

ble plants ready to provide colour for 

your flower bed, and on another table 

there will be vegetable. If you haven’t yet provided yourself with plants of tomatoes, peppers and courgettes etc., this is the 

time to stock up. 
 

After succumbing to much temptation you will find yourself in Caroline Thompson’s very delightful old cottage where a well 

stocked food stall will await you. Amongst a variety of homemade jams and marmalades and tins of every variety you will 

find homemade cakes, and you know what a great reputation Cuddington has for cake-making! In addition one of Cudding-

ton’s inhabitants has a great reputation for homemade fudge and if you arrive early you should be able to obtain a bag or 

two of this delicacy. 
 

Moving into another room you will find the bric-a-brac stall. To change the well-

known saying slightly it seems true that  “one person’s throw-away is another per-

son’s treasure”. So bring along something you no longer want and browse among 

other people’s cast offs for “just what you wanted”.  After all this exertion what could 

be better than to sink down into a comfortable chair with a good cup of tea or coffee, 

and to enjoy a chat. 
 

The pleasure of such an evening is enhanced by the knowledge that you are helping 

deprived people like the man from Sierra Leone illustrated in the Christian Aid notice 

on the front page.  

 

 

 
 

May 
Wednesday  2nd 7.30 p.m.  Parish Council Meeting 
Monday        7th 9.30 a.m. Madrigals from the Church Tower  
     (see page 3) 
Tuesday       8th 2.30 p.m.     W.I.  Resolutions Meeting and talk by John 
     Fortgang 
Wednesday   9th 2.15p.m.      Gardening Club visiting the Rothschild  
     Archive Centre, Waddesdon 
Thursday     10th 2.15 p.m.      Second Gardening Club visit to  Waddesdon    
Sunday        13th   Garden Vertebrate Watch (see page 5) 
Monday       14th 7.30 p.m.      Christian Aid Coffee Evening   (see front  
     page & below) 
Tuesday      15th 7.30 p.m.      History Society “The Reconstruction of  
     Haddenham Croft Cottage” 
Saturday      19th 7.30 p.m.      Kampala Music School Concert in London 
      (see page 3) 
 

June  
Friday 1st ---Tuesday 5th       Diamond Jubilee  (see front page & page 4) 
Tuesday       5th 7.00 p.m. CYD present “ The Aristocats”  (see page 8) 
Wednesday  6th 7.00 p.m. CYD present “ The Aristocats”  (see page 8) 
Wednesday  6th 7.30 p.m. Parish Council Meeting 
Thursday      7th 7.00 p.m. CYD present “ The Aristocats”  (see page 8) 
Friday           8th 7.00 p.m. CYD present “ The Aristocats”  (see page 8) 
Saturday        9th 2.00 p.m. CYD present “ The Aristocats”  (see page 8) 
Saturday       9th 7.00 p.m. CYD present “ The Aristocats”  (see page 8) 
Tuesday      12th 2.30 p.m. W.I. “A Royal Occasion”   Afternoon Tea 
Wednesday 13th 2.30 p.m. Gardening Club Visit to “Homelands”,   
     Ellesborough  
Saturday     16th 10.00 a.m.     Nature Walk with Photography   (see page 5) 
Tuesday      19th  7.30 p.m.      History Society “ An Anglo-Saxon Lyre,  
     Origins and Performance” 
Saturday      23rd         4.00 a.m.      Sunrise Walk  (see page 2) 
 

July 
Saturday    14th          Village Fete 

Views of the 

Upper Green 

 

Tony Picot on the plant  

stall at the last event 
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News from Cuddington and Dinton C of E School 

 

We are already three weeks into the Summer term and 

it’s going to be a jam packed one with so many exciting 

things going on for both the pupils and parents! 

 

The Governors open last term morning was a great suc-

cess; most of the school Governors came for a look 

round to see the school ‘in action’. They saw all the clas-

ses and were able to view first-hand the progression of 

pupils work from Foundation to year 6. The children 

were superbly behaved and very proud to show the Gov-

ernors what they were learning. 

 

We have a new Foundation Governor, nominated by 

Cuddington PCC - Mr David Cumberbatch. We wel-

come him to his new role within the school and know 

that his wealth of experience will be of huge benefit to 

the school. 

 

A Gifted and Talented Science group went to Stone 

school and did an experiment to see how different bis-

cuits performed in the act of dunking – a great way to 

see how different materials behave and the Foundation 

children went to see the Claytons pigs and two of them 

wrote a delightful report on “muddy mummies” and bob-

bing ears! 

 

We have now received five tenders for the re-build pro-

ject which will require careful evaluation before final 

decisions are made. 

Our first Garden Watch 
was carried out last year, 
and now we are building 
up a picture of Cuddington 

wildlife that we hope to add to annu-
ally: you can see the results for 2011 
on the Cuddington Website at http://
www.cuddingtonvillage.com/view-
page.php?pid=81. 
 

You will find a form inside this copy 
of Village Voice on which we ask you 
to record any birds, amphibians, rep-
tiles or mammals that you see over a 1 hour period on May 
13th (or, if you don’t have time on Sunday then Saturday 12th 
will do) in your garden or on a piece of open ground nearby.  
It is best if you focus on wild animals that actually land in your 
garden, but we are happy to learn about birds that you identify 
above you, although they will be travelling, so will be seen by 
others and so duplicated. 
 

The form contains all of the species that were seen last year, 
plus a few more for you to enter how many of them you see. If 
you aren’t sure, then a description on the back could be useful 
if you can’t identify them from a website or book. 
 

Nature Walk with Photography on Saturday June 16th at 
10am. 
We will be doing a guided nature walk starting at Lower 
Green, along the Thame valley during which we will learn 
more about wildlife and flowers in our immediate vicinity and 
how to photograph them. We will be accompanied by local 
wildlife expert, Dr Roger Kemp and by professional photogra-

pher, Pascale Cumberbatch. At this time 
of year, we should encounter lots of wild 
flowers, butterflies, dragonflies and other 
insects, birds and mammals, especially if 
the weather is good. It’s a great oppor-
tunity to find out more about nature 
around our village at a lovely time of 
year. 
 

Energy Concerns 
Greener Cuddington has been working 
since it’s inception to help our residents 
by providing information about energy 
conservation and also through our ther-
mal imaging projects, which help you find 
out where heat is leaking from your 
home. We hope to carry out another week 
of imaging next winter, so do get in touch 
if you wish your home to be included. 
 

Greener Cuddington is a village project 
whose aim is to raise the profile and un-
derstanding of environmental sustainabil-
ity within the village and thereby reduce 
the village’s overall environmental foot-
print. If you think you might have some-
thing to contribute, we would love to hear 
from you or for you to join us. Please 
contact Doug Kennedy on 01844 290602 
or email  
dgkennedy@alloverde.com 

  Services at St. Nicholas   
 (Churchwardens: David Benson 01296 433757 Graham Carr  290000 )

May  2012 
 

6th              10 am   HOLY COMMUNION  
  A modern Communion Service with hymns. The children 

         go to Sunday Special  for part of the service 
 

13th  10 am  CHRISTIAN AID FAMILY SERVICE  

         A service for all ages, including lively hymns, 

              with the involvement of young musicians. 

13th        5.00 pm  Tea and Prayer 
 

20th     10 am  HOLY COMMUNION 

    A less formal modern Communion Service with hymns 

   The children go to Sunday Special for part of the Service  
 

27th        10 am MORNING WORSHIP 
     A service of worship and the word, with a mixture of 

   traditional and modern hymns. The children go straight 

   to Chattabox and the Grid in the Bernard Hall at 9.50 a.m.  

   11.15 am   HOLY COMMUNION 
    A communion service with hymns, according to the  

                 Book of Common Prayer. 
 

There is a service at 5.30 pm each Sunday at Cuddington Methodist 

Church.  

 

 

http://www.cuddingtonvillage.com/view-page.php?pid=81
http://www.cuddingtonvillage.com/view-page.php?pid=81
http://www.cuddingtonvillage.com/view-page.php?pid=81

