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MARCH 
2012 

 
VOLUME FIFTEEN 

 

The Cuddington Annual Village 
Meeting, hosted by Cuddington 
Parish Council, will be held in 
the Bernard Hall at 7.30pm. on 
Wednesday, April 18th. 
 
Also, AGM of the Parish Coun-
cil will be at 7.30pm on Wednes-
day  May 2nd  in Cuddington and 
Dinton School, Infant site. 

John & Elaine would firstly like to thank all the 
people who have visited the shop so far, and we 
have been overwhelmed by the kind messages, 
cards and general good wishes from everyone. 
We already know that we have made the right 
decision to come to Cuddington. 
 

Progress so far:- 
We are glad to report 
that we have installed 
two new chillers for 
our dairy and meat 
products. We have 
also installed a new 
counter with a large 
selection of confec-
tionery for young and 
old alike.   
The wish list is going 
really well, with two 

A4 pages being filled already. In just the first 
week, we managed to fulfil 11 wishes for spe-
cific stock to be introduced and more will follow 
in the coming weeks. 
We have also now received our off-sales alcohol 
licence, so over the coming weeks we will begin 
to stock beers, wines and spirits. 
After listening to our customers, we have 
changed our bakery supplier so that our daily 
fresh bread comes from the Cottage Bakery in 
Thame, and Blooming Fruity in Haddenham are 
now supplying our fruit & vegetables. 
 

We have extended the opening hours to include 
lunchtimes and Wednesday afternoons—see 
below. Thanks largely to Chris Long, the village 
website details for the shop & Post Office have 
been updated too. 
 

Once again, thank you to everyone for your sup-
port. 

Fairtrade Fortnight 
 

February 27th –March 11th   
 ...........a chance to find out about Fairtrade  and to 
help those in need. 
 
Why is Fairtrade important? 

There is appalling poverty in the world so it’s important we do what 
we can to deal with it. Aid is OK in the short term, but ultimately we 
need to enable others to stand on their own two feet so that they can 
have a reasonable lifestyle with dignity.Fair trade is an organized so-
cial movement and market-based approach that aims to help producers 
in developing countries to have better trading conditions. 
 
What can we do? 
Buy Fairtrade goods by looking out for the Fairtrade Logo when shop-
ping or contact Maggie Waters, our local representative, for more in-
formation . She has a wide variety of Fairtrade products regularly in 
stock including food, fashion & gifts from around the world. All of 
these are produced in third world countries & all proceeds go to 
the producers & help them support their families. 
Maggie Waters tel: 01844 290847, maggie.waters@virgin.net 
 
 
On Sunday March 11th there will be a display and a sale of  Fair-
trade products in church. 
Even if you cannot manage to come to the 10am Family Service you 
are very welcome to come in afterwards   (11.15 am)  to have a cup of 
coffee and see the display and buy some of the goods . 

Shop Opening hours 
Monday to Saturday 8.00 am - 5.30 pm  

note: the Post Office opens at 9.00 am and 
closes at 12.30 pm on Saturdays 

Sunday 8.30 am - 12.30 pm  
Parishioners socialising after last 

year’s meeting 
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The Revd Jonathan Hawkins writes 
  
March  this year falls right in the middle of the church season of Lent which actually runs 
from the 22nd February to the 7th April, 46 days in all. This is the season when Christians may 
fast in preparation for Good Friday when we remember the death of Jesus and Easter Day 
when we celebrate his resurrection, his return to life. A time of fasting is entered into during 

which we remember the things we have done wrong and seek forgiveness, so that when we come to celebrate Easter, 
we may do so knowing that we have put aside the things that we have done wrong, that we have sought forgiveness 
for them, and in the words of the Book of Common Prayer, that we “intend to lead a new life, following the com-
mandments of God, and walking from henceforth in his holy ways.” 
 
So, the question that is often asked is “What have you given up for Lent?” The usual answer is something like choco-
lates, cake, cigarettes, alcohol or similar. Well, I’m sure that if you gave up something for Lent you are probably 
hoping that you will see some benefit from it, especially in health terms.  
 
But how about turning this idea on its head. What if everyone decided instead of giving up things, to take up some-
thing new, to do something that instead of benefiting you may benefit someone else. Become an agent for change! 
Now if you are starting to think that this sounds remarkably like David Cameron’s “Big Society” you would be right, 
but someone else got there long before. Jesus said: “So in everything, do to others what you would have them do to 
you,” (Matthew 7:12) and “I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of 
mine, you did for me.”(Matthew 25:40) 
 
 Making a difference does not have to be a great sacrifice, a gesture or even a brief word can make a great difference 
to someone else’s life. An offer to help with shopping or gardening, a lift, an invite to tea, even just saying “Good 
morning!” to your neighbour can make a difference. And do you know what? You will find that you get more out of 
it than you put into it. Life’s funny like that! 
 
And so, to totally misquote John F. Kennedy: “my friends: ask not what society can do for you - ask what you can do 
for society.” And then perhaps the world will be a better place for all of us. 

Thought for the Month 
 

The “Life for Life Ministries” invites 
you to an  Ellel Ministries teaching 
day on “The Healing and Deliver-
ance Ministry of Jesus” at Cudding-
ton Methodist Church on Saturday 17th  
March  from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

The cost of £20 includes coffee, lunch 
and tea. 
 

For further information or a booking 
form please contact Jill Royston    
01296 748339    

On Saturday February 18th about 60 people 
enjoyed a delicious meal in a very friendly 
and relaxed atmosphere in the Bernard Hall. 
After the supper the Vicar, Margot Hodson, 
spoke about A Rocha, a subject new to most 
of us.  
 

A Rocha  is an international Christian organization which, inspired by God’s 
love, engages in scientific research, environmental education and community-
based conservation. 
 

Using a triangular diagram on the 
screen Margot explained that as 
Christians we are called not only to 
have a relationship with God and 
with other people but a concern for 
the environment...the world created 
by God....which has such an effect on 
people, particularly those in poorer 
countries. Our second picture (left) 
shows the planting of mangroves by 
community groups organized by A 
Rocha in Kenya.   

 

 
Village Voice is published by the Cuddington Parochial Church Council as a service to the community. Editorial Team: Peggy & Nan Cattell - 291313 or Cattelln@aol.com; 
Chris Blumer - 290647 or chrisblumer@blumer.co.uk ; Karen Clayton  - 290404 or info@porkandginger.co.uk ; John Fortgang - 291880 or johnfortgang@googlemail.comFor 

advertising, please contact: Felicity Hilder - 290951 or Caroline Thompson - 291485 
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WANTED! 
. 

 

Village Fête 2012 
FOR YOUR 

◊ Baskets   -  all shapes and sizes to be filled for the Basket Tombola 
◊ Unwanted Christmas Presents - please donate to your Fête  
◊ Toys - these help raise funds through the toy stall 
◊ Bottles - any sealed bottle that will still be ‘in date’ for July 14th 2012 - Alcohol, sauces, toiletries, 
◊ oils, vinegars, etc. 
◊ Bric a Brac - having a spring clean? Think ‘Fête’ before throwing away anything you think we could 
◊ sell or use. 
 

Please contact: Tony or Yvette Digby, The Malt House, Lower Green. Tel: 291310 

The President, Caroline 
Thompson, began the meet-
ing on February 14th by wel-
coming two new members 
and three guests.  
 

After the business was over 
Caroline welcomed the 

speaker for the day, Mandy Phillips, whose sub-
ject was “Hearing Dogs for Deaf People”. She 
described how dogs were trained and how those 
who successfully passed their training were allo-

cated to future own-
ers and the pair then 
spent a week in resi-
dence at Saunderton, 
the headquarters, 
getting to know each 
other under supervi-
sion. They then re-
turned home where 
the dog showed how 
he was able to recog-
nize sounds and take 
his owner to their 
origins. 

 

The audience found that the presence of a hear-
ing dog, Beetle, who has helped his owner, Mrs 
Wendy Pegge, for over six years added interest 
to the talk. 
 

In her vote of thanks Meryl Stevens expressed 
the great pleasure members had had in this illus-
trated talk. 

Please fill in the Fête “Time Pledge” form which you will 
find inserted in this Village Voice. 

 

Every little bit of help and support that you offer for the 
Fête will be gratefully received! 

Without all of the contribu-
tions from both individuals 

as well as groups and socie-
ties Village Voice simply 

would not exist! 
 

The editors are most grateful 
to those of you who produce regular items - often reports of society 

meetings - and to those of you who submit occasional articles of interest 
to our readers. 

 
We are always very happy to consider publishing any article which has 

local interest, so don’t be shy! And as ever we would welcome any 
“Letters to the Editor”. 

 
To make our life a little easier and to give consistency we have recently 
issued some guidelines for contributors to use when they make submis-
sions. If you need to refer to them they are now on the village website 
under the Community and Sustainability section, or get in touch with 

Chris Blumer for this information. 
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trative block, wards leading off a main corridor 
and villas in the grounds. The medical superin-
tendent had his own house on site and there was 
accommodation for the staff. The extensive 
grounds and home farm were maintained by 
paid staff and the patients. 
 

In the late twentieth century psychiatric treat-
ment had become based on medication, society 
changed to an emphasis on the “individual” and 
the asylum was viewed as a place of unhealthy 
institutionalisation. Care in the community was 
reinvented and the asylums were redundant. 
Sarah regretted the wholesale destruction of 
these historical sites, giving examples of devel-
opments that retain the original asylum build-
ings and grounds now stunning apartments set in 
extensive, well maintained private parks. St 
Johns’ did not fare so well and is now a fading 
memory. 
 
While recognising that not all care in the asylum 
reached the benevolent standard intended, Sarah 
gave a warm and instructive account of the good 
work and environment of these fascinating hos-
pitals. 

The February meeting of the Gardening Club, when Alexia 
Balance was going to talk on “Easy Plants for Difficult Places”,  
unfortunately had to be cancelled due to the unpredictability of 
the weather. 
 

We are planning a visit to Batsford Arboretum, Moreton in 
Marsh on 21st April so for those interested please keep the date 

free and why not bring along a guest?  It is a 55 acre arboretum containing   a 
national collections of flowering cherry trees and magnolias underplanted with 
spring bulbs. There is a Secret Garden, streams, waterfalls and a lake. 
There is a specialist plantsman garden centre, new garden terrace restaurant and 
gift shop. 
 

Tony and Diane Picot’s garden at Box Cot-
tage, pictured left, is one of several that is 
going to be opening on Saturday June 2nd 
as part of the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee 
celebrations. More details will be given 
nearer the time. 
 

Our next meeting is on  5th March when 
there will be the AGM, followed by 
“Secrets and  Mysteries of Pruning” by 
Stuart Phillips and the distribution of the 
Murphy Potatoes. 

The chapel of St John’s—all that  
 remains today 

The Cuddington 
Gentlemen's Dining 
Club has reached its 
third birthday. It 
started in March 
2009 and meets 
every 3 months. New 
friends are made 
and some old friends 

have reconnected. Our next outing will 
be on Thursday 22 March at the 
Crown 7.30 for 8 o'clock £15.00 for a 
starter, main meal and cheese and 
biscuits - drinks extra. Those gentle-
men who would like to enjoy an eve-
ning of good food and wine please 
contact Phil Johnson e-
mail  parkstone28@tiscali.co.uk or 
telephone 01844 291526. 

Dr Sarah Rutherford delivered a most interesting talk at the History Soci-
ety’s February meeting entitled “The Victorian Asylum and St. John’s 
Hospital”, which was not what may have been expected as Sarah trained 
as a horticulturist at Kew Gardens and ultimately obtained a PhD from 
York on the Landscapes of the Nineteenth Century Lunatic Asylums. 
 
Sarah started by quoting the Oxford English Dictionary definition of 
“asylum” as a place that offers refuge and protection. Her interest in the 
buildings and landscapes of these Victorian institutions was stimulated by 
personal experience as her father was a patient at St. John’s Hospital, 

Stone for the last fif-
teen years of his life. 
 

The first lunatic asylum 
to be built was Bethlem 
(see picture left) in 
1676 situated in Moor-
fields, the first Public 
Park. Sarah showed a 
slide of Hampton Court 
Palace and of Bethlem 
challenging the audi-

ence to identify the buildings. She then explained the similarities of the 
external buildings especially the landscaped approaches the theme of the 
talk. 
 

As history relates, the care of the patients at Bethlem lacked compassion, 
allowing them to become objects of entertainment and derision for fee 
paying voyeurs. The altruistic Victorians commenced a programme of 
asylum building that used the environment as an instrument of treatment. 
The hospitals were built to resemble grand country houses reflecting the 
wealth of the community which they served (St. Johns’ was relatively 
humble). Fresh air was considered very beneficial and to attain this, airing 
courts were built with gardens and even mounts to better view the sur-
rounding countryside. Some were contained by ha-has rather than the 
more obvious restriction of high walls. 
 
To protect the patients from society, and I suggest society from the pa-
tients, the asylums were built in the country. Most were built on a similar 
model, with a male and female side, a lodge at the entrance, an adminis-
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pairing tanks and trucks etc. Craftsman Ronald Orchard 
remembers seeing the wonders of the Pyramids and the 
Sphinx, enduring intense heat and limited drinking water, 
and in contrast , recalls scrumping oranges and lemons. 
 

He was demobbed in No-
vember 1946, having had 
what he calls an easy war. 
“No fighting and opportu-
n i t i e s  o f  m u c h 
travel” (always in vehicles, 
no footslogging for him) 
and “all at the Govern-
ment’s expense”.  
 
Ron’s funeral service will 
be on Wednesday, February 
29th at 11a.m. in St. Nicho-
las Church 

Community Impact Bucks has set up 
a new scheme to help reduce the cost 
of your domestic heating oil each 

time you place an order.  By bringing communities throughout 
Buckinghamshire together and making the most of joint buy-
ing power, they can make savings and pass them directly back 

to the householder. 

On 27th January the 
price paid for heat-
ing oil by scheme 
members was 56.45 
pence per litre, 
compared with as 
much as about 80 
pence per litre if 
you’re buying on 
your own.  A saving 

of £117.75 for an order of 500 litres! 

The environment benefits too: Every time a tanker comes out 
to make a delivery, it is using a lot of diesel – a full tanker can 
get as little as 8 miles per gallon.  If deliveries are organised so 
that one tanker delivers to several customers in a village in-
stead of making lots of individual deliveries, the fuel con-
sumption is reduced, the oil company’s costs are lowered and 
so is traffic in the village. 

All you need to do to take advantage of the scheme is to pay 
an annual membership fee of £20, which will cover as many 
oil orders as you need during the course of the year. 

Here’s how the scheme works:  

Step 1: Join the Community Impact Bucks Scheme 

Request a membership form from your local co-ordinator or 
apply via the Community Impact Bucks website 

www.communityimpactbucks.org.uk   The annual member-
ship fee for a private house is £20 which will cover your oil 
deliveries for a year.  Please make cheques payable to Com-
munity Impact Bucks (Trading) Ltd. 

Step 2: Wait to hear from your local co-ordinator 

We will let your local co-ordinator know that you have 
joined the scheme.  Each month they will email you to ask 
whether you want to place an order.  If you don’t have 
email, the monthly order forms will be available at the vil-
lage shop.  The minimum order is 500 litres. 

Step 3: Place your order 

If you need oil this month, email your local co-ordinator by 
the monthly deadline with how many litres you require.  If 
you don’t have email, leave your completed order form at 
the village shop.  Each month the local co-ordinator will 
submit a total order for the village to Community Impact 
Bucks.  Your order increases our negotiating power so, 
once submitted, we regard it as binding. 

Step 4: Sit back while Community Impact Bucks negoti-
ates the price 

They negotiate the best price from a whole range of suppli-
ers.  Each month your local co-ordinator will let you know 
who the supplier will be, the approximate date of delivery 
and the price per litre you will pay (this price is does not 
include VAT, currently at 5%). 

Step 5: Take delivery of the oil and pay the oil company 

The oil will be delivered as soon as possible and you pay 
the company supplying the oil direct. 

The local co-ordinator for Cuddington is Chris Long 
(telephone 291153). 

C u d d i n g t o n  
lost a popular 
figure when 
Ron Orchard 
died on Febru-
ary 20th. 
  
This photo-
graph (left) 
shows Ron at 
the launch of 
the booklet  “ 

A War Remembered” in 2005 from which the following ac-
count of his war-time experiences has been taken. 
 
Ron was called up in 1942 at the age of 19. He was sent on a 
welding course and after a few months in the R.A.O.C was 
transferred to R.E.M.E. on the very day it was formed – 1st  
October  1942. Until his demobilisation he saw service in the 
Middle East –Beirut, Aleppo, Jaffa and Benghazi were just 
some of the places where he worked an eight-hour day re-

Ron is seen here wearing 
his REME uniform while 

serving in the Middle 
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Ivan playing at his concert in the 
Bernard Hall back in 2007 

CLIPPER - HONOUR  AND “TUJATANE – LET’S 
ALL HOLD HANDS TOGETHER” –  PART 2 

 
Leaving Gold Coast Australia on Christmas Eve, 
meant  Christmas Day and New Year were celebrated 
at sea.  The race encountered   all manner of weather 
conditions;  but one of the hardest tests of endurance 
was the unbelievable, constant heat, especially below 
deck,  and the presence of  feet!!    Her birthday was 
also celebrated at sea, making bread and eating pizza 
with bubbles consumed at a tilt of 30 degrees because 
the yacht is sailing into the wind.   Not falling out of 
your bunk is also very challenging! 
  
The Race Committee decided,   for reasons of secu-
rity  and  weather  conditions  (frequently wind still ),  
while passing through the Celebes and Sulu Seas, the 
race to Singapore would  be suspended,  allowing the 
boats to motor/sail  through  the islands in groups,  to 
give them a measure of safety from the very real threat of pirates, and we are not 
talking Jack Sparrow and Johnny Depp! 
 

Happily,  everything went well and a great time was had by all, bartering with 
local fishermen for fresh fish,  dolphins playing around the yachts,  spring clean-
ing  the yacht to get her shipshape again.  Above all, the crews enjoyed  every-
thing  Batam in Indonesia had to offer  before sailing in convoy to Singapore, 
where pedicures,  hot showers and hair washing were the order of the day!  All 
too soon,  Singapore  was also left behind as the yachts set off on the last leg of 
the voyage, but now they have to battle against  a constant head wind in the 
South China Sea, racing towards Taiwan and soon having to contend with the 
bitter cold of the Chinese winter – temperatures could be as low as  -25 degrees 
or more!   
 

However,   when you read this,  “de Lage Landen embraces the world”, Hon-
our’s yacht will probably have arrived in Quingdao  and this unique adventure, 
over  two years in the planning;   the arduous training,  an unbelievable amount 
of sailing gear to be collected (and packed),   anticipation, butterflies in the 
tummy,   twinges of apprehension,  even fear!  “Will I be OK,  will I be sea sick, 
what will the other crew members be like?”  will be over.  
 

Sailing into Den Helder,  the Dutch Naval port where Honour was born,  doesn’t 
now look as if it is going to happen.   But all the shared adventures, the sites 
seen, the hardships conquered, the highs and lows and the joys of the sea, new 
friendships made, will all become irreplaceable memories,  to be stored away and 
then brought out to tell to children and grandchildren! 
 

An important postscript to this pleasure 
cruise!!   Honour has asked me to say a very 
big thank you to those of you who have very 
kindly and so generously donated to her  char-
ity of  choice - the school in Livingstone, on 
the Zambezi River  - “ Tujatane – Let’s all 
hold hands together “.   She hasn’t yet 
reached her target,   but she has  passed the 
half-way mark.  Together you and she will help 
to ensure that  hope will continue to blossom 
for some of the world’s poorest children,  and earn you a lovely Tujatane smile.   
She will thank you herself when she finally comes down to earth again.  
 

Thank you so much,  Jennifer SdeJ  and family 
 
For anyone who might still feel able to donate go to :  www.justgiving.com/
honourway                        
To read about the Clipper Race go to :   www.clipperroundtheworld.com  
To read more about Tujatane  go to :  www.tujatane.co.uk  
 
 

On the evening of May 19th  two musi-
cians (Ivan Kiwuwa—pianist and  
Terence Ayebare –singer ) whose per-
formances have been enjoyed in  
Cuddington will be taking part in the 
Kampala Music School Orchestral 
concert in All Souls Church Langham 
Place London W1 (opp BBC). 
 

More details to be announced next 
month. 

Hot off the Press:  In spite of hav-
ing to turn back to assist Gold Coast 
Australia, who had two crew members 
injured during a nasty storm in the 
final stages of the race to Qing-
dao,  De Lagelanden managed to 
catch up and created an exciting finish 
by arriving second a few minutes after 
the second Australian yacht.   How-
ever,  having been given 7 hours com-
pensation for the time lost in,  they 
have now been pronounced the win-
ner!!    

If you haven’t returned 
the blue form which 
was in last month’s 
Village Voice for your 
Jubilee mug(s) please 
do so by 22nd April.  
 
Even if you have chil-
dren who qualify for a 

free one we do still need to know 
about them for the numbers. 
 
If needed you can down load another 
form from the village website. 
 

Thank you. 
Jennifer S de J Tel: 291501 

Honour in action! 

A smile from Jujatane! 



7 

 Sign of Spring 

January was dry, sunny and mild, with the majority of daytime temperatures be-
ing well above average.  
Daytime maximum air temperatures in January averaged 8.7 Celsius (48F); the 
long term average is 7.2 deg Celsius (45F).  
Night time air minimum temperatures averaged 2.4 deg Celsius (36F); the long 
term average is 1.5 deg Celsius (35F).  
The actual highest day time air maxima occurred on the 12th (12.0 deg C, 54F) 
and the lowest on the 31st (3.1 deg C, 38F).  
The actual highest night time air minima occurred on the 1st (10.0 deg C, 50F) 
and the lowest occurred on the 14th  (minus 4.3 deg C, 24F). The lowest tempera-
ture just above the grass occurred at this time (minus 8.2 deg C, 17F).  
There were a total of 7 air frosts and 14 ground frosts. 
  

January sunshine was well above average with 74.56 hours of bright sunshine 
being received compared with the normal of 58.0 hours. 
  

The worrying dearth of rainfall continued with a total of 19 dry days during the 
month. It's now almost a certainty that parts of the country, such as the Midlands 
and the Southeast will have some sort of restriction on water usage during the 

summer. Cuddington's total rainfall ac-
cumulation for January was 40.8 mm 
(1.61 in), the 14 year average is 57.6 
mm (2.27 in). 
  
Sky Notes:  
Do look out for the spectacular conjunc-
tion, or close approach, between the 

Cuddington Garden Vertebrate 
Watch on Sunday May 13th 2012 

Last year, we carried out a 
very successful Garden Ver-
tebrate Watch during which 
people spent an hour looking 
out for mammals, birds, rep-
tiles and amphibians in their 
gardens, or on a piece of 
open ground nearby.  We are 
building up a picture of Cud-

dington wildlife over the years and 
you can see those for 2011 on the Cud-
dington Website at http://
www.cuddingtonvillage.com/view-
page.php?pid=81. 

 
Forms will be printed and made 
available.  Greener Cuddington 
is a village project whose aim is to 
raise the profile and understanding 
of environmental sustainability 
within the village and thereby 
reduce the village’s overall envi-
ronmental footprint. If you think 
you might have something to con-
tribute, we love to hear from you 
or for you to join us. Please con-
tact Doug Kennedy on 01844 
290602 or email dgken-
nedy@alloverde.com 

(Continued on page 8) 

March 
Monday 5th 7.30 p.m.  Gardening Club  AGM followed by " Secrets and 
     Mysteries of Pruning" and the distribution 
     of the Murphy Potatoes.    
Wednesday 7th 7.30 p.m.   Parish Council Meeting 
Tuesday 13th 2.30 p.m.      W.I.  Talk on “Tales from the Kitchen”  
Saturday 17th 10am - 5pm   Teaching Day in the Methodist Church (p age 2) 
Saturday 17th 7.30 p.m.     Quiz Night in the Club 
Tuesday 20th 7.30 p.m.  History Society   “ Shakespeare and his Time” 
Thursday 22nd 7.30 p.m. Gentlemen’s Dining Club at Crown   (page 4)    
 
April  
Sunday 1st 10.00 a.m.    Special Family Service for Palm Sunday in 
     St Nicholas 
Wednesday 4th 7.30 p.m.     Parish Council Meeting 
Friday 6th 10.30a.m.       Good Friday Family Activity in St Nicholas 
Friday 6th 2.00 p.m.      Good Friday Reflection in St Nicholas 
Sunday 8th 10.00 a.m.     Easter Day Communion Service in St Nicholas 
Tuesday 10th 2.30 p.m.      W.I. “Botanical Painting.....hands on” 
Saturday 14th 2.00 p.m.       Sunshine Club Bazaar in the Bernard Hall 
Tuesday 17th 7.30 p.m.       History Society “Entertainment Scrapbook 1935” 
Wednesday 18th 7.30 p.m.  Annual Village Meeting in the Bernard Hall 
Saturday 21st 9.15 a.m.      Gardening Club Outing to Batsford Arboretum  

planets Venus and Jupiter in the west-
ern sky about an hour after sunset, 
during the first half of March; Venus 
will be noticeably the brighter of the 
two. Although appearing close to one 
another in the sky they will in fact be 
separated by great distance from each 
other and also from us; Jupiter's dis-
tance from us will be 523 million 
miles and Venus, a mere 75 million 
miles!  
  
Sean Clarke 
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Focus on Local Food 
I’m sure we’ve all noticed the changes in the 
Cuddington Stores following the arrival of the 
Moores: local fresh produce is beginning to be 

available there. I am addicted to the granary bread and 
croissants of The Cottage Bakery of Thame, and now 
can buy them at the Stores instead of driving to the 
baker’s shop. This saves the CO2 emissions that I have 
been creating through this short journey.  
A group of us are going to get together to discuss ways 
to improve knowledge of, and availability of local food 
of all sorts which will hopefully end up supporting local 
producers, saving journeys to supermarkets and giving 
us better, fresher food. It’s great to have the solid support 
of the Moores as shop owners. If you would like to join 
this group, get in touch (details below). 

Nature Walk with Photography 
A nature walk along the 
Thame valley will take place 
Saturday June 16th at 10am 
helped by a local wildlife ex-
pert, during which we hope to 
learn more about wildlife and 
flowers in our immediate vi-
cinity. For those interested in 
photography, if you bring your 
camera, there will be opportu-

nities to take some nice photographs, and some advice 
will be on hand if needed about the best way to do it. 

 
Wind Turbine at Waldridge Farm 
The farmer at Lower Waldridge Farm, 
a mile or two the other side of Dinton, 
is investigating the viability of building 
a tall wind turbine on his land to feed 
into the national grid. This has pro-
voked a storm of protest, which is not 
unexpected, but does raise many inter-
esting questions. The protagonists came 
and made their cases to your Parish 
Council earlier this month, and I have 
written a blog (which will evolve with 
time) which presents some of the issues 
and includes some pictures of the area.  
http://www.doug-
kennedy.com/2012/02/how-to-make-
sense-of-it/ 
 
Greener Cuddington is a village pro-
ject whose aim is to raise the profile 
and understanding of environmental 
sustainability within the village and 
thereby reduce the village’s overall 
environmental footprint. If you think 
you might have something to contrib-
ute, we love to hear from you or for 
you to join us. Please contact Doug 
Kennedy on 01844 290602 or email 
dgkennedy@alloverde.com 

Greener Cuddington 
(Continued from page 7) 

One of the highlights of the first half of this term was an invita-
tion by the Waddesdon Estate for our years 5 & 6 children to 
help the Woodland Trust plant a new wood as part of the Jubi-
lee celebrations.  Having played some games first (essential part 
of keeping everyone warm on a very cold day and each in a 
Woodland Trust hat!) the children were shown how to plant a 
sapling. 
 
The result is a new wood of 45 trees made up of range of native 
varieties including cherries, oak, beech and birch. A good time 
was had by all! 
 
We are pleased to inform you that at a meeting of Aylesbury 
Vale District Council Development Control Committee on 23rd 
February, Members unanimously resolved that permission 
could be granted for our planning application to rebuild the 
damaged Junior site, subject to (and after) the receipt of suitable 
amendments, and that the agreement of these amendments 
should be a matter delegated to Planning Officers. 
 
Once these details have been agreed and final budgets estab-
lished the full Governing Body will need to approve the plans. 
We are still working to our initial objective of having the Junior 
site back in operation and ready for the children by next Sep-
tember. 
 
We would hope to give a full schedule in the next Village 
Voice. 

 
Services at St. Nicholas 

(Churchwardens: David Benson 01296 433757 and Graham Carr 290000)  
March 

 

4th 10.00 am   HOLY COMMUNION 
  A modern Communion Service with hymns. The children go to  
  “Sunday Special” for part of the service 
 

11th 10.00 am   FAMILY SERVICE  
  A service for all ages, including lively hymns, with the  
  involvement of young musicians and occasional drama. 
 5.00pm     Tea and Prayer 
 

18th 10.00 am   HOLY COMMUNION 
   A less formal modern Communion Service with hymns. 
   The children go to Sunday Special for part of the Service    

25th 10.00 am MORNING WORSHIP 
     A service of worship and the word, with a mixture of 
   traditional and modern hymns. The children go straight 
   to Chattabox and the Grid in the Bernard Hall at 9.50 a.m.    

 11.15 am   HOLY COMMUNION 
  A communion service with hymns, according to the  
                 Book of Common Prayer. 
 

April 
 

1st 10.00 am   PALM SUNDAY FAMILY SERVICE 
 
8th  10.00 am   EASTER DAY COMMUNION SERVICE 
 
There is a service at 5.30 pm every Sunday evening at Cuddington Methodist Chapel. 


