
1  

The Manor House String Quartet (pictured right) will be performing a concert of 
light and enjoyable Christmas music creatively arranged for string quartet in St 
Nicholas Church, Cuddington at 7.30pm on Sat. Dec.10th 2011.  
 

Tickets at £10 (£8 concessions) are available from Myles and Caroline Saker 
(01844-291825). 
 

Refreshments will be available in the interval (see page 8 for more details) 

Special Services 

Other Special Events 

December/ 
January 
2011/12 

 
VOLUME FOURTEEN 

In St Nicholas’ Church 
Family Gift Service   Sunday 11th 10 a.m. 
Christingle Service   Sunday 18th 3.30 p.m. (see page 2) 
Christmas Eve Carol Service  Saturday 24th 7.00 p.m. 
Christmas Communion Service    Christmas Day 8.00 a.m. 
Family Carol Service   Christmas Day 10.00 a.m. 
 

In the Methodist Church 
Carol Singing    Sunday 18th 7.00p.m. (see page 2)     

Come and worship, Worship Christ, the new-born King  

-   Sunshine Club’s Bring and Buy at Tyringham Hall  Thursday 8th at 2.30 p.m. (see page 7)  -  

-  Christmas Concert  in St Nicholas  Saturday December 10th at 7.30 p.m. (see below)  - 

-  Sunshine Club’s Christmas Dinner in the Bernard Hall   Monday 12th    12.30 for 1.00 p.m.  - 

-  Christmas in the Club Thursday 15th   at 7 p.m.   (see page 6)  - 

-  Carol Singing round the village, Tuesday 20th at 6.30 pm (see page 6)  - 
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For Cuddington this has to have been the year of the school. When a serious fire put the Dinton 
site out of use, Cuddington sprung into action and within a day children were seen moving be-
tween temporary classrooms in the church, the Bernard Hall and the school itself. The junior de-
partment is now installed in good accommodation and it is still a delight to host morning assem-
bly in St Nicholas’ Church. Inspirational plans are in place for rebuilding Dinton site and Cud-

dington folk have been hugely accommodating about the extra traffic at school times. Overall the village has re-
sponded to the unexpected with generosity of time and space.  
 
Christmas is about the unexpected. The arrival of a Saviour came to us, not as a strong leader from an influential 
background but as a vulnerable baby in a stable. What at first seemed a disaster to Joseph and Mary’s family when 
they found she was pregnant, became the greatest blessing in history. 
 
Globally the future seems ever more uncertain. We have unstable financial markets, political instability in many 
countries, and the warming climate creates unstable weather producing crisis floods in countries such as Thailand and 
droughts in places such as the Horn of Africa. 
 
We can not predict what the future will hold but that same Saviour who surprised us at the first Christmas, holds our 
world (Colossians 1:15-20). His promise to us is that he will ultimately bring resurrection hope out of global and local 
situations. 
 
We will look forward to a renewed junior school in 2012. We are going to celebrate the long and stable reign of a 
dedicated Queen. We can also look discerningly at the wider world and work together to bring signs of resurrection 
hope.  
 

The Rev Margot Hodson 

From the Vicar 
 

Village Voice is published by the Cuddington Parochial Church Council as a service to the community. Editorial Team: Peggy & Nan Cattell - 291313 or Cattelln@aol.com; 
Chris Blumer - 290647 or chrisblumer@blumer.co.uk ; Karen Clayton  - 290404 or info@porkandginger.co.uk ; John Fortgang - 291880 or johnfortgang@googlemail.com 

For advertising, please contact: Felicity Hilder - 290951 or Caroline Thompson - 291485 

Message from 
Cuddington 
Methodist 
Church 

Premier Radio is ask-
ing for help to achieve a Guinness World record  
for the largest group of Carol Singers over mul-
tiple venues.  
15,000 people are needed to beat the record and we 
hope to get at least 50 people to take part from the 
village.  You and your friends are invited to come 
and join us at Cuddington Methodist church on 
Sunday 18th December from 7.00pm -7.15 pm. 
There will be seasonal refreshments at 6.30 pm so 
that we can start at exactly 7.00pm. Please arrive 
in good time. 
The attempt will be videoed and numbers verified.  
There is no age limit! 
If you think you would like to join us please either 
email cwatts09@aol.com or phone Margaret and 
Colin Watts on 01844291661 this will help us with 
expected numbers. Thank you. Please come even 
if you haven't contacted us.  

Christingle service, Sunday 
December 18th   3.30 p.m. 
 

Come and find out the significance 
of the Christingles, as shown in last 
year’s photograph. 

 

There  will be a Christingle for each child and refresh-
ments for all after the service. 

With this bumper edition of Village Voice  
(the first time we have had 12 pages!) the 

Editorial Team would like to wish all of our 
readers, contributors and supporters a very 

Happy Christmas! 
 

The next edition will not now be until 
February 2012—so a Happy New Year as well! 
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As you will know earlier this year our 
school buildings in Dinton caught fire 
and sustained serious damage. Rather 
than simply rebuild the school, the 
Governors and School would like to 
take the opportunity to improve the 

facilities and ac-
commodation pro-
vided by the school 
buildings and cre-
ate a ‘best in class’ 
and inspirational 
educational envi-
ronment for the 
children. 
 
The plans to get the 
children back in the 
school by Septem-

ber 2012 are progressing. A final design has been 
created and is now with the local planning authority 
– everything so far is on schedule and we have ap-
pointed professional project managers to ensure that 
everything is done with the maximum expediency 
and with minimal disruption to our neighbours. 

Over the past few weeks and months we have con-
sulted and presented the proposed scheme to various 
groups, taking on board views, inspiring ideas and 
developing our plans accordingly. We started with 
the children who had some unexpected and inspiring 
requests, got the approval of the School Governing 
body and Diocese, presented to the staff and parents, 
held an open day for the local community on Octo-
ber 3rd and finally shared the plans with the Dinton 
Parish Council. It has been a very worthwhile proc-
ess and we now feel confident that the plans submit-
ted to the local council balance the needs and desires 
of the school with the views of all the relevant stake-
holders. 

The final scheme will secure the future of our school 
and allow it to continue to contribute to our vibrant 
village communities. It will create an inspiring envi-
ronment for our children to learn and for the staff to 
teach, incorporating some of the latest thinking in 
education. Finally it will create an interesting archi-
tectural addition to the streetscape and built environ-
ment of Dinton. 

The basic rebuild will cost a significant amount of 
money so over the next 12 months we will be under-
taking fund raising activities to support the funding 
of the rebuild and also for some of the ‘extras’ that 
we would like to include for the children. These 
could include - environmental measures for the 
school such as brown water recycling and innovative 
use of ICT in the ‘Library of Inspiration’.  

We would like to thank the local communities for 
the overwhelming understanding and support that 
we have received.  

In the Atlantic Ocean, approximately 400 miles west of Morocco 
lies the Portuguese island of Madeira, discovered and settled be-
tween 1420 and 1425. 
 
A volcanic island, so there are no sandy beaches, but mountains 
and valleys and flora in abundance. It is a real garden in the sea. In 
size it is not dissimilar to the Isle of Wight. The population is 
around 250,000 with some 100,000 in the capital Funchal. 
 
It is never too hot, maximum of around 26C in July and August, or 
too cold, a maximum of around 19C in January through to March.  
 
It is this benign climate that led to many people from the UK go-
ing and settling in Madeira for the benefit of their health. People 
such as William Reid, who built the world famous Reid’s Palace 
Hotel in 1887 and the Blandy family who have been on the island 
for 200 years and are best known for the famous Madeira wine. 
The British presence actually started as far back as the 17th Cen-
tury with the first British Consul being appointed in 1658. 

 
This British commu-
nity led to the building 
of an Anglican church, 
the Church of the Holy 
and Undivided Trinity, 
known by all locally as 
“The English Church.” 
 
It is to this church that 
Elsie and I go when 
we visit Madeira every 
year. I personally al-
ways find it the high-
light of our week. 
 
The Church was built 
and the first service 
held in 1822, but it is 
not a conventional 
church as we would 
know it here in the 
UK. It is hidden away 
in a back street, has no 
spire or tower and no 
bells to summon peo-
ple because that was 

not allowed, the Church had to be hidden. It is a square building 
from the outside but the interior has a circular gallery supported on 
marbled classical columns around a central dome.   
 
Each week, at the 11:00am communion service alone the Church 
will be packed with around 200 people. Approximately 85% of 
these, like us, are tourists. Perhaps you can imagine the atmos-
phere with all of those people singing together and afterwards, we 
meet in the newly created gardens for tea and coffee or Madeira 
wine if preferred together with Madeira cake of course. It feels 
very British and very uplifting.           
 
There is a lot more one could say but space does not permit how-
ever, I hope that I have been able to give you just a glimpse of this 
magical place. 
 

James Frost 

The outside and inside of the church 
as described 

Fire crew attending the 
Junior site fire back in June 

this year 
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Tic Toc is an informal group for pre-
school children and babies and their 
carers (mums, dads, grandparents, 
nannies) who live in Cuddington. It 
provides an opportunity for the chil-
dren (and parents!) to play together 
and socialise. 
We meet every Friday afternoon at the 
Playing Fields Club House from 
3.00pm. 
The Tic Toc  Christmas party will be 
held on Friday 16th December and we 

are expecting a n early visit from Fa-
ther Christmas! If you have a young 
family and are new to the village or 
just new to Tic Toc, we’d love to see 
you there! We do need to let Santa’s 
Elves know how many presents to put 
in the sack so please contact either 
Louise Kirkwood (299045) or Karen 
Clayton (290404) if you would like to 
join us. 

Those of you who take a walk along the bridleway or 
across the fields adjacent to Spickets Lane may have 
spotted some unusual, rather woolly sheep! 
In addition to rearing the rare breed Oxford Sandy and 
Black pigs, we had been thinking about keeping sheep 
with a view to supplying lamb to our local customers. 
 

By chance, we heard about an unwanted flock of Herd-
wick sheep in Stokenchurch and decided that we’d give 
them a new home. 
 

These Herdwick sheep are the native breed of the cen-
tral and western Lake District and are used to living on 
the highest of England’s mountains. The word “Herdwyck”, meaning sheep pas-
ture, is recorded in documents going back to the 12th century. These are the most 
hardy of all Britain’s breeds.  
 

As part of their welfare, the sheep needed to be sheared before the summer and 
we took the fleeces to a mill to get some aran wool produced. Their wool is und-
yed and has the lovely charcoal grey colour with flecking and is extremely strong 
and warm. 
 

We hope that knitters out there who’d like to make some truly local products will 
contact us on 290404! 

Ben & Karen Clayton 

The Cuddington toddler 
singing group is off to a 
flying start with between 
twelve and twenty chil-
dren attending each 
week. We are meeting 
every Friday at 10.30am 
in the church building 
for a half hour of sing-
ing, followed by a quiet 
story and some hard 
earned juice and bis-
cuits. There is no charge but we ask for a fifty pence donation towards 
costs. So far the most popular songs have proved to be 'I'm a dingle dan-
gle scarecrow' and 'the Hokey Cokey'. We are also hoping to borrow the 
church 'parachute' in the coming weeks so we can jiggle our teddy's 
about in it and sing some softer songs whilst wafting over the children's 
heads. In fact we are bursting with ideas and very enthusiastic about 
this fantastic new group. How marvellous it is to see the church over-
flowing with eager and excited young people! 

……..  are men and women from the church who say to everyone in 
Cuddington—can we help you? 
 

Maybe you want a lift to a health centre or hospital, or 
would like a visit because you are confined to the 
house, or need to discuss, in confidence, family or 
financial problems, or would appreciate having a 
prayer said for you. 
 

In whatever way you need help contact: 
 

Nan or Peggy Cattell   (291313)  Linnets, Spurt Street or 
Myles or Caroline Saker  (291825)   Rose Cottage, Spurt Street or 
Jean Watson   (291595)   6 Dadbrook Close,  and you will be put in touch with 
the person best able to help you. 
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“What is the connection between Tujatane, Cuddington and the Clipper 
Round the World Yacht Race?” asks Jennifer Schram de Jong. 
 
The answer is my daughter, Honour, Jennifer replies. Until recently Honour lived 
in Cuddington,  and she will soon be joining the  2011-2012 Clipper Round the 
World Yacht Race:  an ocean yacht race established by Robin Knox-Johnston. 
 

Ten yachts race over 40,000 
miles, divided into 8 legs.  
Honour will be competing in 
Leg 5 from Western Austra-
lia to China via Indonesia 
and Singapore, aboard the 
“deLagen- Landen”,  a 
yacht sponsored by a Dutch 
company.  She departs on 
10th December for Australia, 
and leaves for China on 
Christmas Eve! 
 
All “delagenlanden” crew  

must raise money for a charity of their choice, and Honour has chosen  Tujatane, 
a school in Zambia, whose name means “Let’s all Hold Hands Together”.  
Given the 500 crew members taking part in the overall race come from 40 differ-
ent nations,  who  have all learned to live and work closely together, I feel this is 
a very appropriate charity for this race.  Honour  is particularly involved in rais-
ing funds for Tujatane, and as a family we know the school well, have been there 
and all support it.  
 
Honour has paid for her participation in this race herself, including all her fares, 
etc. However, to raise the £3,000 target that has been set for her charity, she 
needs your help. We would be very grateful if you could donate to this worth-
while cause.   Money raised will go towards the school’s feeding and health pro-
gramme and the education and welfare of the more than 160 pupils who now 
attend the school for free.   
 
If you are able and would like to donate, please go online to 
www.justgiving.com/honour who will forward your gift, and any gift aid if ap-
propriate, directly to Tujatane. Alternatively, donations can be sent to The Chari-
table Trust for the Tongabezi Trust School (Tujatane) c/o The Treasurer,  Mr. 
Jessop Price, “Melyn Gy”, Halton Quay, St. Dominick, Saltash, Cornwall  PL12  
6SL.   Gift Aid forms can be obtained from me,  Jennifer Schram de Jong.  
 
If you would like to learn more about Clipper and read about this year’s race, go 
to www.clipperroundtheworldrace .  Maybe you would like to take part!   For 
Tujatane news,  go to www.tujatane.com .   Personally, I now don’t wish to know 
anything about anything until she is home again!!  However,  if you have any 
questions,  please contact me, Jennifer Schram de Jong on  01844-291501.    My 
grateful thanks to you all. 

Once again we were 
blessed with a dry, 
fine evening when 
we held, what has 
now become our 
annual village fire-
works party on the 
Playing Fields at the 
end of October.    
Every year we worry 

about the weather – 
anyone who has run an event outside 
will understand that.   We worry about  
ticket  sales – a fireworks party is so 
very expensive  to put on, and many 
people do wait, understandably so,  
until the evening of the event to see 
what the weather is going to do - but 
with Les and Jan and  Denise getting  
us  off to a flying start,  how could it 
go wrong! 
 
This year again, everyone tells me the  
fireworks were the best  ever !  The 
display was  indeed lovely,  but for me 
the best part of all was  seeing  the  
number of  families that came –  there 
were children everywhere  having fun 
and enjoying themselves;   it  was a 
real  village family affair.   It was also 
good to see the Club House so  busy  - 
we all appreciate  the hard work of  
Nibby and his team . 
 
Our thanks must go to Mark and Jo 
Goodall, who,   with other members of 
the Cuddington Cricket Club,  put on 
this terrific  show.   I don’t really want 
to single anyone else out – so many 
people helped and I don’t wish to ap-
pear to forget  someone,   but a special 
mention has to  go  to the  “Barbie 
Boys”  - the two Eds and their chums;   
they worked non-stop  all evening in 
the constant smoke of the BBQs keep-
ing  Rosemary and Nick busy serving 
the delicious burgers and sausages – 
you all did a super job!    
 
Above all,  and perhaps most impor-
tantly,  I would like to thank not only 
all those of you I haven’t mentioned, 
but who also helped to make the eve-
ning  so enjoyable  for everyone, but 
also those of you who braved the chill 
wind and came to support us;  I hope 
you all enjoyed the evening.   It was 
also a great  success for the Cudding-
ton Playing Fields Association (CPFA)  
-  we gave them just over £643 to-
wards their funds. 

This will be in the Playing Field Club on Saturday, 17th December at 8 p.m. 
Doors open at 7.15p.m. All are welcome. All profits towards upkeep of the 
Clubhouse and Playing Fields. 
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Dr Tony Knight, formerly a consultant physician at Stoke Mandeville who ad-
dressed Cuddington History Society at the November meeting gave fascinating 
glimpses into the history of hospitals in Aylesbury. 
The town has been served by several hospitals. For example there was a leper 
hospital established as early as the Twelfth Century. Another initiative was the 
Foundling Hospital for abandoned and destitute children set up in 1759. It was an 

offshoot of Thomas Coram’s fa-
mous hospital in London. John 
Wilkes, the medical Aylesbury M P 
supported it but later embezzled the 
funds to support his gambling debts 
and it was soon closed. 
 
Of greater longevity was the Royal 
Bucks Hospital founded in the 
1830’s by well-meaning landown-
ers including Sir Harry Verney. A 
house was opened for “the poor 

sick”; later, in 1862 the present building was constructed. Sir Harry Verney was 
advised by his knowledgeable but opinionated sister-in-law Florence Nightin-
gale. The famous Nightingale wards with sound ventilation, heating and lighting 
were its major feature.  
 
The Rothschild family were also patrons and in 1883 Edward, Prince of Wales, 
injured at Waddesdon Manor had his broken ankle set in the hospital. The Royal 
Bucks Hospital catered for the sick of Aylesbury until it was sold in the 1970’s 
and is currently a nursing home. 
 
Stoke Mandeville Hospital has had a colourful history. As late as the 1880’s the 
area was a patchwork of fields. In 1894 a building for patients with infectious 
diseases was established. Rapidly, with the stimulus of two World Wars and the 
impulse to establish specialist departments, Stoke Mandeville became interna-
tionally famous. The spinal unit under Sir Ludwig Guttmann was set up and the 
paralympic movement developed. A plastic surgery unit was set up in 1941 to 
cater for the war wounded. Penicillin was developed at Stoke Mandeville and this 
drug was manufactured at the Nestle factory nearby. Other special units included 
rheumatology and diabetes. 
 
Stoke Mandeville Hospital has done much to put Aylesbury on the map. It claims 
to be the second largest hospital in Europe by acreage. It has been constantly 
enlarged and modernised and now shares specialities with Wycombe Hospital. 

Tuesday,  December 20th   
 

You are invited to join in the Carol Sing-
ing, which will start at 6.30 p.m. round the 

Christmas 
Tree  on the 
Village 
Green and 
will end 
with re-
freshments 
at Tyring-
ham Hall by 
kind invita-
tion of  
Sherry Scott  

Thursday  December 
15th 7.00 p.m. 

 

  A delicious  supper in friendly 
surroundings, with singing of 
familiar Carols, to which every-
one is very welcome 
 
A charge of £3.50  is payable at 
the door.,   Please let  Peggy Cat-
tell  (291313) know if you can 
come. 

On 19th November, over 80 people 
took part in the tasting of six excellent 
Rothschild wines from France and the 
New World, ranging from £11.25 to 
£26 per bottle.  The tasting was ex-
pertly tutored by Peter Tompkins, wine 
advisor at Waddesdon Manor.  He 

runs all public and private wine tast-
ings, the on-line shop, and the wine 
shop at Waddesdon.  Peter also ad-
vises the Five Arrows hotel, all Wad-
desdon restaurants and Lord Roths-
child himself. 
 
As ever, the questions to be answered 
about the wines were challenging.  At 
the end of the six rounds, there was 
only one point between the top two 
tables.  The winners received a case of 
wines of their choice from those tasted. 
 
A superb ploughman’s supper was 
enjoyed during the interval while eve-
ryone deliberated over the local 
knowledge quiz, which proved to be 
quite testing! 
 
The evening was great fun and we 
estimate that over £1000 will have 
been raised.  Thanks go to Peter 
Tompkins, Adrian Ripley who acted as 
MC for the evening, all the supporters, 
the organising team, those who do-
nated raffle prizes and everyone who 
took part in the event to help raise 
money for Cuddington Playing Fields 
Association  
 
If you are interested in the tasting 
notes, or buying any of the wines 
tasted and have not already placed 
your order, please contact Viv Birkby, 
01844 292921 and I will pass the in-
formation to Peter Tompkins. 
 
Viv Birkby,  Hon Sec CPFA 

Serious tasting and “nose” assessing 
at the wine tasting! 
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The Sunshine Club 
annual Bring and Buy 
will be held at 2.30 on 
Thursday 8th Decem-
ber at Tyringham Hall 
– come and enjoy a 

sociable afternoon with bargains ga-
lore, raffle and refreshments.  Pro-
ceeds will go towards our club Christ-
mas party.  
 
Our Recycling Appeal continues.  We 
can turn unwanted mobile phones and 
used ink cartridges into funds for our 
Club.  Please leave any of these items 
at Cuddington Village Stores (thank 
you Les and Jan) or phone 299 150 for 
collection.  A big thank you to those 
who are already supporting us.    

Christmas Crackers and all that!  
Just a note to let you know that the committee is thinking of you all while plan-

ning fete 2012 !     
 
We realise it may seem premature to be talking about next year’s fete already,   
but before the first Village Voice for next year is published,  Christmas and New 
Year will be but a distant memory!   When you clear away the remains of the 
Crackers and the pud, and sigh over another pair of socks from Great Aunt Eliza,  
and while lying moribund in your armchair after too much of everything, please 
think “fete”.   The little toys and trinkets that come in the crackers are great for 
putting in the children’s bran tub, and unwanted pressies   (not in Cuddington!)  
make good prizes or basket fillers!     
 

FETE  AGM  2011 
 

Since first writing the above, the AGM has taken place, and it was thought this 
would be an opportunity to give a short account of what took place.     The AGM, 
as you will know from various notices in Village Voice and on the website,  took 
place on 21st November.   There was a good attendance with representatives from 
village societies and clubs with one or two other villagers.   The committee has 
been without a chairman since August,  when Jayne left with her family to live in 
Shropshire – a good move on her part!  As secretary, therefore,   I gave a brief 
report on this year’s fete which, everyone seems to agree,  was a resounding suc-
cess, not least because of our super theme.   It was enjoyed by everybody  and 
again this year,  the hard work by the committee and stallholders, etc.,  has re-
sulted in a very satisfactory profit.  Everybody was thanked for their help and 
then our Hon Treasurer, Rob Morris-Jones  gave his report.    
 
Rob circulated clear and informative accounts for the year and reported  profits  
almost  on a par with those of the previous year.  The amount shared amongst  
village organisations  was  a fraction more than  last year but he had decided to 
retain a slightly larger amount in the bank to cover a possible increase in running 
costs in 2012.   Rob was  thanked  for all his work as Treasurer by the meeting 
who also learned that  unfortunately  Rob had to step down because of work 
which  frequently takes him abroad.     Yvette Digby,  already a member of the 
committee,  kindly agreed to take over as Treasurer.       So far so good! 
 
Now for the bad hair day bit.   Elections  to the Committee.    Surprise, surprise  - 
there were none! 
 
Before the AGM, a number of people were asked to join the committee with no 
success, neither could  nobody present be persuaded or bribed to become chair-
man or even to join.     We have hopes for 2013  with two possible candidates - 
one from the current committee;  but that still leaves 2012 to be resolved.   We 
do, however have a date:  Saturday, 14th July – Bastille Day!!   
 
After much discussion,  the committee agreed to remain for a short while to try 
and resolve the problem.   They will meet soon to discuss all the advice and sug-

gestions put forward at the meeting ; 
they will also try to simplify the run-
ning of the fete somewhat so that join-
ing the committee would appear less 
daunting.    There will then be a Fete 
Extraordinary General Meeting on 
Monday, 12th December at 7.30 p.m.,  
when hopefully a new fete committee 
will be elected and next year’s fete can 
go ahead on Saturday, 14th July 2012.    
On a bright note,    John Luckett  
agreed to join the committee,  but not 
as chairman – thank you John and 
thank you to everyone who came to 
the meeting  for your input.     
 
Putting on the fete is a huge task, we 
all know that, but we will try  to sim-
plify things.    It is great fun,  I prom-
ise, and a good way of making new 
friends    If you feel  you are able to 
join the committee,  or can help in any 
way  –  many hands make light work –  
so please get in touch with me:  on 
01844 291501 or Yvette Digby  on 
01844 291310.       REMEMBER :   
12th December at 7.30 in the Playing 
Fields Club House – please come 
along and make your voice heard. 
 
If anyone would like a copy of the 
annual accounts and details of funding 
allocated to village bodies, or please 
get in touch with me and I would be 
happy to let you have a copy.    
 
May I take this opportunity to wish 
you all a very happy Christmas and a 
peaceful New  Year. 
 
Thank you all – Jennifer SdeJ                        
YOUR VILLAGE AND YOUR FETE 
NEED YOU ! 
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Although to the Scrooges amongst us 
a Christmas fair (or strictly speaking 
fayre) on the 12th November might 
seem a bit premature this was, as al-
ways, a splendid success. From the 
moment the doors opened most of 
Cuddington and apparently the sur-
rounding villages were in the Bernard 
Hall snapping up Christmas presents 
at bargain prices. 
 

Wandering round the hall you came 
across Jennifer and Jaap with their 

stall for the school in Zambia selling delightful artefacts by the school children 
and Jessica’s table with examples of her wonderful glasswork. The W.I. not only 
had their usual cake stall but also a wonderful display of handmade bags and 
children’s clothing, and this was matched by another stall with an attractive dis-
play of knitted articles. There was the  
ever-popular church table with fudge 
and truffles, jams, cakes, Christmas 
decorations and a lot else besides, the 
CiCi CoCo kitchen with delicious 
smells wafting all round the hall, toys 
(including a pink cowboy hat which 
your reporter’s wife refused to let him 
buy), and the delicious products of the 
Cuddington pigs were also on sale. 
 

All ages were represented in the hall 
and gazing down on all this Yuletide 
activity was of course Father Christ-
mas, handing out presents to all com-
ers. 
 

When all this became too much you 
could sit down to take tea and cake 
provided by the Sunshine Club.  
Everyone’s thanks are due to Maggie 
Waters, ably assisted by Rosemary 
Bradbury, for once again organising 
this splendid afternoon. 
 

John Fortgang 

Tony Clear, who is 
the Head Gardener at 
Brook  Cottage, near 
Newbury, was an 
enthusiastic and 
k n o w l e d g e a b l e 

speaker and his practical talk “Planting 
for Winter Colour” was accompanied 
by examples of most of the plants he 
talked about; these included grasses, 
bamboos, ferns, shrubs, ivies and hol-

lies to name but a few. He gave us 
advice on where to plant taking into 
account the low light during the winter 
months and the stunning effect such 
light can have, when to prune, plants 
with strong scent, others with lovely 
berries and some for ground cover. 
 
The next meeting of the Gardening 
Club is on Monday 5th December 
when Peter Sheasby, who is an ama-
teur botanist and photographer, will be 
giving a talk on “Flowers of the Medi-
terranean”.  Mulled wine and mince 
pies will be served to get everyone in 
the Christmas spirit! 

Tony Clear with Chairman Elsie 
Frost 

Thanks from Maggie: 
 
The Christmas Fayre took place in the 
Bernard Hall on 12th November and 
was not only very well attended but 
had a fantastic festive atmosphere, 
 
The local enterprises & those who run 
charity stalls had a successful after-
noon. We also raised over £63 for 
Chiltern Air Ambulance (Santa’s 
grotto) & the raffle raised £100 for 
Cuddington & Dinton School. 
 
Thank you to everyone who took part, 
helped on the day & came along to 
support the fayre.  When you get your 
2012 calendar please block out the 2nd 
Saturday in November because by the 
sound of it we’ll be back by popular 
demand! 
 

Maggie 

The Manor House String Quartet previously gave a concert in St Nicholas church 
on Sept.16th 2011, which was enthusiastically received (see accompanying photo-
graph). The quartet comprises 2 violins (Vaughan Jones and Louise Bevan) a 
viola (Adrian Smith) and a cello (Julia Graham) and are a well known Bucking-
hamshire ensemble. 
 

The Manor House String Quartet will be performing a concert of light and enjoy-
able Christmas music creatively arranged for string quartet in St Nicholas 
Church, Cuddington at 7.30pm on Sat. Dec.10th 2011.  
Tickets at £10 (£8 concessions) are available from Myles and Carolin Saker 
(01844-291825) 
 

Refreshments will be available in the interval 
The programme will include such well known pieces as  The Holly and the Ivy    
Skaters’ Waltz ,   I Saw Three Ships and Excerpts from Handel’s Messiah.                                                                                                                           

 
Both of the quartet’s Christmas albums 
are regularly played on classical radio 
stations throughout the world.  More 
information about the quartet can be 
found on their website 
www.manorhousemusic.co.uk 
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At the evening service in Haddenham on 6th November the preacher was the 
Revd Dr Richard Turnbull, Principal of Wycliffe Hall in Oxford.  He gave a most 
interesting and informative talk on John Wycliffe, who believed that the Bible, 
and only the Bible, could be trusted as the true authority.  It was he who was re-
sponsible for the publication of the first English translation of the Bible and who 
wanted it to be available to everyone.  Until Wycliffe’s time, the Vulgate Bible 
(i.e. the one in common use) was in Latin, and therefore unable to be read by the 

common people. 
 
We learned that John Wycliffe was born 
in Yorkshire in the 1320’s, and as a 
young man gained a place at Oxford 
University.  While there he began to 
denounce the Monastic Orders, particu-
larly the itinerant friars who were re-
nowned for their corruptive practices.   
He gained his doctor’s degree, and in 
time became Master of Balliol College.  
He then began to attack the Papacy it-
self, questioning the ownership of land, 
churches and endowments.  At this time 
Oxford University defended the right of 
free speech, so Wycliffe was able to 

travel and make his views known to wide sections of the public whose support he 
gained.  However, in 1377 he was summoned to St Paul’s Cathedral by the 
Archbishop of Canterbury on the instructions of the Pope who ordered the arrest 
of Wycliffe. On this occasion the Bishops refused to take action because Wy-
cliffe’s supporters had gathered outside St Paul’s and were threatening to riot 
(sounds familiar? asked Richard). 
 
Wycliffe was allowed to return to Oxford University.   He now turned his atten-
tion to producing an English translation of the Bible, helped by a group of schol-
ars.  Their work was completed in 1382, translated from the Latin, and became 
available to all who wished to read it just as Wycliffe had hoped.    
 
Wycliffe’s attacks on the Papacy grew stronger: he began openly to describe the 
Pope as being anti-Christ, he introduced lectures on the Eucharist and he de-
nounced trans-substantiation. In 1382 he himself was denounced as a heretic and 
forced out of Oxford.  He moved up to Lutterworth in Leicestershire where he 
died in 1384.  He was buried locally, but so angry were the enemies he had made 
that in 1425 his body was dug up, burned and his ashes scattered into the river. 
Nearly 150 years were to pass before Tynedale produced his own translation of 
the Bible – this time from the Hebrew and Greek.    Wycliffe’s followers in the 
run-up to the Reformation were known as the Lollards, and they helped to widen 
his network to get the Bible out to the people – particularly in East Anglia and 
the Chilterns.  However, they were extremely repressed and anyone caught read-
ing or owning a Wycliffe Bible suffered severely. 
 
Richard’s talk was given in two parts, with an interval of old English music.  
This was performed by some ex-students of Margot’s from Jesus College who 
sang unaccompanied quite beautifully and with much feeling. 
 
At the end of the service I spoke with Richard to thank him most warmly for his 
talk, for I had learned a lot, and to ask if I could write this article.  He had given a 
very clear insight as to what it must be like to be a missionary nowadays in parts 
of the world where they are so badly persecuted.  He and I agreed that we are 
very blessed in this country to be able to read whichever edition of the Bible ap-
peals to us the most – whether old or modern – and in English or Latin! 

Angela Sanderson 
                                                                    

October was very warm, very dry and 
very sunny. The mean temperature for 
the month was 12.8 deg C (55F), 
nearly two whole degrees above nor-
mal! It was as warm as October 2006 
but cooler than October 2005, 13.1 deg 
C (56F). 
Daytime maximum air temperatures in 
October averaged 17.1 (63F); the 
eleven year average is 14.8 deg Cel-
sius (59F). Night time air minimum 
temperatures averaged 8.6 deg Celsius 
(47F) – the long term average is 7.0 
deg Celsius (44.6F). 
  
The actual highest day time air 
maxima occurred on the 2nd (27.4 deg 
C, 81F) and the lowest, 27th, (12.1 deg 
C, 54F). The actual highest night time 
air minima occurred on the 3rd (15.4 
deg C, 60F) and lowest, 20th, (-0.3 deg 
C, 31F). There were a total of six 
ground frosts during the month, the 
coldest, -3.9 deg C (25.0F) occurred 
on the morning of the 20th. 
  
Bright sunshine amount was spectacu-
lar -  we received 134.44 hours, 25% 
above average. 
  
October continued the worrying trend 
of it being yet another dry month – the 
total accumulation amounted to only 
26.4 mm (1.04 in), the normal for Oc-
tober is 74.0 mm (2.91 in). 
  
Sky notes: 
 

Weather permitting; during the after-
noon of the 10th December we will be 
able to observe the closing stage of a 
total lunar eclipse. Although seen as a 

total from parts of the world such as 
Australia, here it will only be seen as a 
decreasing small ‘bite’ on the moon’s 
edge, as it rises over the Chiltern Hills, 
in the south-east, just before 4 pm; by 
4.18 pm the eclipse will all be over.  
  
Unfortunately, we will have to wait 
until 28th September 2015 for a 
chance of seeing a total lunar eclipse 
in its entirety from here.  
  

Sean 
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A good number of applica-
tions to have thermal images 
taken of your property have 
been coming in, so we’re 
going to be quite busy. This 
will take place during the 
week of January 15th, but if 
you are interested, please let 

us know soon as we probably can’t 
cover more 

than 25 
properties 
during the 
week. This 
service has 
been a big 
help to 
many of 
those who 
took part 
last year: 
you have 
nothing to 
lose and a 
lot to gain. 
An odd 
A u t u m n 

and an affect on local forests 
It has been an odd autumn: very mild 
and dry after our poor summer. What 
is a foxglove doing in full bloom in 
our garden (along with a poppy and 
various other summer species) in mid 
November?  
 

 I went on a fungus forage with the 
experts at the end of October, a time 
when you normally expect to find 
mushrooms in profusion, but there 
were almost none to be seen but a few 
‘small brown jobs’. These were poor 
compensation for the fabulous range of 
shapes and colours that normally pep-
per these Chiltern woods at this time 
of year. This dearth of mushrooms was 
almost certainly caused by lack of rain, 
resulting in the forest floor being very 
dry beneath the fallen leaves. Follow-
ing recent showers, some mushrooms 
have appeared in the fields around us, 
such as the Field Agaric, the White 
Dapperling and horse mushrooms (as 
well as a few small brown jobs!). To-
day I went for another look in the for-
ests around Whiteleaf and found about 
10 species, including oyster mush-
rooms (as in the supermarket, but 
growing out of dead wood) and pur-
plish Wood Blewetts, both of which 
are very edible. Shown here is one of 

the bonnet mushrooms (Mycena sp.). 
 

Ancient woods are extraordinary places: the range 
of mushrooms I found today are very different from 
those in previous years and herein lies an extraordi-
nary tale.  
An ancient wood, such as this one, has been for-
ested for at least 400 years, and where the ground is 
undisturbed and unfertilised, an extraordinary com-
plexity builds up. There are tree roots, herbaceous 
species and often a huge quantity of fungal fibres 
permeating the entire forest floor. These are what 
produce mushrooms, but they have an essential role 
without which trees would suffer greatly and often 
die. This is because the fungal fibres (or hyphae) 

often form a symbiotic relationship with tree roots, helping the tree to gain nutri-
ents and water.  
The intriguing thing about these woods is that I found about 25 species of mush-
room last year that did not appear this year, and 4 species this year that did not 
appear last. That means that the plants exist under the surface, all mixed up to-
gether, but they fruit completely independently. 
Ancient woods are very beautiful places (to see just how beautiful, look at my 
web site at www.doug-kennedy.com), and mature beech woods are among the 
best, but they are often under threat. You can help protect such woods by joining 
The Woodland Trust: if you want to know more contact me on the email address 
below. 
 

Greener Cuddington is a village project whose aim is to raise the profile 
and understanding of environmental sustainability within the village and 
thereby reduce the village’s overall environmental footprint. If you think you 
might have something to contribute, we love to hear from you or for you to 
join us. Please contact Doug Kennedy on 01844 290602 or email dgken-
nedy@alloverde.com 

Stay safe & keep Christmas 
presents out of sight! 

 
It may be all too tempting to display gifts under the tree before 
Christmas day but try to resist temptation. Burglary levels rise at 
this time of year due to Christmas shopping and the clear indica-
tion that no one is in a property due to the clocks going back and 

earlier nights setting in. Displaying gifts under your tree early could give rise to 
an increased number of house break-ins. The Community Safety Team and 
Thames Valley Police have launched their Wintertime Burglary Campaign in a 
bid to highlight the risks and prevent expensive goods being stolen. 
 
Aylesbury Vale is a low crime area compared to many other areas in England, 
however, this isn’t to say it will never occur. To reduce the chance of being a 
victim follow these simple tips: 
 
Don’t display Christmas gifts under your tree until Christmas morning. 
Lock all doors and windows when you are not in. 
Property mark all new presents and current household goods with a UV pen. 
Use a timer switch to prevent the house appearing empty and left in darkness. 
Don’t advertise your whereabouts on social networking sites. This would coun-
teract the use of the timer switch. 
Lastly, avoid at all costs to leave shopping or any other valuables in your car. 
There is a high chance the vehicle will be broken into. 
 
For a free UV pen and timer switch call Aylesbury Vale District Council’s Com-
munity Safety Department on  01296 585061. 
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Cyclamen braving the 
falling temperatures 

The Great Autumn Clear Up continues 
but as we go round the garden with the 
secateurs we are constantly assessing 
the planting with an aim to improve-
ment for next summer. Asking the 
questions - was the arrangement of 
plants pleasing? Are there areas which 
need a complete overhaul? What needs 
to be replaced? Are there any signs of 
pest and diseases? 
 

As the garden is cut back, any gaps 
become apparent, but more impor-
tantly, with the approach of winter we 
have to think about plants that will 
provide structure, colour and texture 
during the inclement months. Sitting in 
the armchair looking out of window, 
that will be your view of the garden 
for at least 4 months - make the most 
of it! The general rule of thumb is 2 
deciduous shrubs for one evergreen. 
The list of evergreens is endless - hol-
lies, ivy, Viburnum tinus, sarcoccas, 
mahonias. There are also berries which 
last over the winter and distinctive 
bark on such trees as Prunus serrula 
and Acer griseum. 
 

Shaped and sculptured evergreens give 
good architectural features, we have 
our golden Lonicera clipped into 
spheres under the acacia tree and box 
cones by the front door. Around the 
canal in each corner there are upright 
yews and the box hedge divides the 
garden into two distinct areas. Varie-
gated shrubs and those with yellow 
foliage brighten up dark corners on 
dull November days. 
 

Not having a greenhouse, we’ve 
brought tender plants such as zonal 
geraniums, agapanthus and fuchsias 
into the garages., but we’re constantly 
keeping an eye on the weather forecast 
as we don’t want to be caught out by a 
severe spell of cold weather like last 
year. This year the more susceptible 
shrubs are in pots - the phormiums, 
pittisporums, pink hebes, ready to be 
brought in at a moment’s notice. The 
new growth on the cordylines will be 

(Continued on page 12) 

W.I. November Meeting 
The talk by John Fortgang which members had so much been look-
ing forward to had to be cancelled at the last minute because of 
John’s loss of voice, but it is hoped to have him as a speaker in the 
New Year. 
The time normally occupied by a talk was put to good use for an 
extended business section which included nominations for next 

year’s committee.  The afternoon ended with a light-hearted Beetle Drive after 
which Helen Griffin presented the prize to Rosemary Bradbury. 
Next month’s meeting will be the A.G.M. followed by a Christmas Tea.   

December 
Monday 5th 9.05 a.m. School Infant’ Family service 
Monday 5th 7.30 p.m.   Gardening Club  An illustrated  talk by Peter  
     Sheasby on  “Flowers of the Mediterranean” 
     and a festive evening 
Wednesday 7th 7.30 p.m.  Parish Council Meeting 
Thursday 8th 7.30 p.m. School Juniors’ Carol Service at 
     St Peter & St Paul’s Dinton 
Thursday 8th 2.30 p.m.      Sunshine Club’s Bring and Buy at Tyringham Hall 
Friday 9th 3.30 p.m.  Open session to visit the school’s temporary 
     classrooms on the Infant site 
Saturday 10th 7.30 p.m.      Manor House String Quartet  in St Nicholas  
     “A Concert of Christmas Music” 
Monday 12th 9.05 a.m. School Junior’s Family service 
Monday 12th 12.30 for 1pm  Sunshine Club Christmas Dinner with 
     singing by the school 
Monday 12th 7.30   Fete EGM (see report on page 7) 
Tuesday 13th 2.30 p.m..       W.I  Annual Meeting 
Thursday 15th 7.00 p.m.       Christmas in the Club 
Friday 16th 3.00 p.m.       Tic Toc Christmas Party 
Sunday 18th 3.30 p.m.       Christingle Service   St. Nicholas 
Sunday 18th 6.30 for 7p.m.  Carol Singing in the Methodist Church 
Tuesday 20th 6.30 p.m.     Carol Singing round the Village 
Friday 24th 7.00 p.m.       Carols by Candlelight in St. Nicholas 
 
January  
Wednesday 4th 7.30 p.m.  Parish Council Meeting 
Monday 9th 7.30 p.m.      Gardening Club Annual Social Evening with 
     Celebration of the Club’s Twenty Years. 
Tuesday 10th 2.30 p.m.      W.I. Talk by John Fortgang moved from November 
Tuesday 17th 7.15 p.m.       History Society A.G.M. followed by talk on Windsor 
    Castle entitled “The Winds of Fire and Restoration” 
February 
Wednesday 1st 7.30 p.m.   Parish Council Meeting 
Monday 6th 7.30 p.m.     Gardening Club A.G.M followed by talk on  
     “Easy Plants for Difficult Places”    
Tuesday 14th 2.30 p.m.   W.I.  Talk on “Hearing Dogs for Deaf People”   
Saturday 18th              Church Supper in Bernard Hall        
Tuesday 21st 7.30-11a.m.  Refuse Freighter in Playing Fields Car Park 
Tuesday 21st 7.30 p.m. History Society “ The Victorian Asylum at 
     St. John’s Hospital” 

The Old Rectory during Gardens 
Open this Summer 
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Our Key Stage 2 pu-
pils have had the op-
portunity to watch, 
and take part in, a 
performance of Mac-
beth by the Young 

Shakespeare company. From the 
shrieks coming from the hall they were 
obviously enjoying the experience. 
 

The open mornings have been very 
successful: we had lots of prospective 
parents looking round. Many com-
ments were made on how well be-
haved the children were and what a 
lovely school we have. 
 

I have a number of staff news items to 
share with you. After many years of 
employment with the school Mrs 
Broadway and Mrs Wood are both 
retiring at the end of the Autumn term. 
We hope that they make the most of 
retirement, but know that we will con-
tinue to see them popping into the 
school. 
 

I am really pleased to announce that 
Mr Tomson has been promoted from 
Assistant Head to Deputy Head; as 
many of you know he put in a huge 
amount effort in keeping things going 
as Acting Headteacher just prior to 
Pam Talbot retiring. 
 

Our Family Christmas services are on 
the 5th and 12th December. We always 
look forward to seeing parishioners 
and friends in the congregation. 

Finally it is good to be able to report 
just how well our temporary arrange-

ments are working. The Junior chil-
dren are well settled into their class-
rooms on the paddock. Many of you 
in the village have expressed interest 
in knowing just how it has all been 
fitted in. We would be delighted to 
show you just how and will be hav-
ing an open session on Friday 9th 
December starting at 3.30 pm. So if 
you would like to see our temporary 
facilities and how we are getting on 
do please come to the main entrance 
in Upper Church Street and we will 
show you round. 
 
We continue to be grateful to all in 
the village for being understanding 
of the extra traffic and parking chal-
lenges and you may read elsewhere 
in Village Voice how our plans for 
the re-build of the Junior site are 
progressing. 
 
Mrs Kim Price, Headteacher 

wrapped to give them a better chance 
of survival.   

Hardy fuchsias, perennial wallflowers 
and penstemons (see picture) are still 
giving their best. Buds are already 
forming on the hellebores and spring 
bulbs are beginning to push their way 
through the soil, signs that the garden 
never stands still. It is the creation of 
continual growth, colour and forma-
tions that provides the challenge for us 
gardeners. 
 

As the gardening year draws to a 
close, we are now “signing off” from 
our “Country Garden”. We hope you 
have enjoyed reading our reports as 
much as we have enjoyed writing 
them. 
 

James & Elsie   
 

We are sure you will all join with 
us in thanking James and Elsie 
for the pleasure their articles have 
given us over this past year (Ed.) 

Country Garden 
(Continued from page 11) 

December 2011 
4th 10.00 am   HOLY COMMUNION 
  A modern Communion Service with hymns. 
  The children go to Sunday Special  for part of 
  the service. 
  
11th 10.00 am   FAMILY GIFT SERVICE  
  A service for all ages, including lively hymns, 
  with the involvement of young musicians and 
  occasional drama. 
 5.00 pm   TEA and PRAYER 
 

18th 10.00 am   HOLY COMMUNION 
   A less formal modern Communion Service 
  with hymns. The children go to Sunday Special 
  for part of the Service  
 3.30 pm     CHRISTINGLE SERVICE 
 
24th  7.00 pm   CAROL SERVICE 
 
25th   8.00 am     HOLY COMMUNION 
 10.00 am   FAMILY CAROL SERVICE 

 
  

 

Services at St. Nicholas 
(Churchwardens: David Benson 01296 433757 and 

Graham Carr 290000) 

January 2012 
1st 10.00 am   HOLY COMMUNION 
  A modern Communion Service with 
  hymns. The children go to “Sunday 
  Special” for part of the service.   

8th 10.00 am   FAMILY SERVICE 
  A service for all ages, including lively hymns, 
  with the involvement of young musicians. 
   5.00 pm  Tea and Prayer 
 
 

15th 10.00 am   HOLY COMMUNION 
  A less formal modern Communion Service 
  with hymns. The children go to Sunday 
  Special for part of the service. 
 

22nd 10.00 am   MORNING WORSHIP 
  A service of worship and the word, with a 
  mixture of traditional and modern hymns. The 
  children go straight to Chattabox and the Grid 
  in the Bernard Hall at 9.50 am 
 11.15 AM   HOLY COMMUNION 
  A communion service with hymns, according 
  to the Book of Common Prayer. 
 

29th 10.00 am MORNING WORSHIP for 
  STEWARDSHIP SUNDAY 
  A service of worship and the word, with a 
  mixture of traditional and modern hymns.  
  The children go to Sunday Special for part of 
  the service. 

There is a service at 5.30 pm every Sunday 
evening at Cuddington Methodist Chapel. 

 


