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November 
2011 

 
VOLUME FOURTEEN 

 

Remembrance Day 
11a.m. on 11.11.11. 

 

Remembrance Service  
at St. Nicholas 

6 p.m. on 13.11.11  
(see page 3) 

 

Wine Tasting  
and Supper  

 
Bernard Hall  

 

 
Saturday 19th 7.30pm 

(see page 4) 

Quiz  
Social Club 

 

Saturday 12th 7.30pm 
(see page 5) 

“Pinocchio” 
Bernard Hall 

 

Friday 25th 6.30pm 
(see page 8) 

Fête AGM 
Playing Fields Club  

 

Monday 21st 7.30pm 
(see page 3) 

 

Traditional  
Christmas Fayre  

 
Bernard Hall  
 

 
Saturday 12th 2-4.30pm 

(see page 3) 
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Nigel Featherston writes 
 

November is traditionally seen to be an in-between month with a foot in the 
last colours of Autumn and also a foot in the starkness of winter, truly a pivot-
al month in the changing seasons. Let us hope and pray that this year the first 
snows of Winter wait until at least the end of the year or for the romantics 
among us, Christmas!   
This is also a time of year for reflection as the year gradually draws to a close 
and we have  the opportunity in these shorter days and longer nights to think 
about the past and how it continues to resonate with our present. 
Our thoughts inevitably turn to memories of loss and personal sacrifice, of 
loved ones who gave their lives that others might live. We may reflect on 
cherished poems, hymns, photographs or just listening to survivors’ stories 

which never fail to touch our hearts. This also reminds me of the remarkable collection of wartime mem-
ories and personal stories that Peggy Cattell collected and published of people connected to Cuddington, 
do search out a copy if you don’t have one, it really brings to life that difficult time in our country’s his-
tory. (Copies are available in the Village Shop. Please leave a donation for the Poppy Appeal (Ed.) ) 
As we draw together then on the 11th November and in church on Sunday the13th, we reach that annual 
zenith of common remembrance when we can each take our personal reflections of past loss and current 
conflict to the foot of the cross and there with the wreathes of poppies we can seek forgiveness, comfort 
and true peace. 
We are able to do this because of the greatest sacrifice of all, when Jesus paid the price for all the wrong 
doing, evil and hatred in the world on that wooden cross at Calvary. 
As it says in Psalm 9 v.12: ―God remembers those who suffer; he does not forget their cry.‖ 
All will be assured of a warm welcome at St Nicholas Church when we come and share together the Re-
membrance Services, further details of which are as shown in this copy of Village Voice. 

Thought For The Month 

Angela Sanderson writes: 
 

Well, we did it!  Our second banner went up in St Nicholas in time for 
the Harvest weekend thanks to many hours of sewing  - and quite a lot of 
those hours during the last few weeks – by our little group.  Nine of us 
started in the summer meeting once a fortnight, but soon realised that 
our second effort was going to be rather more intensive than the first 
one.  We decided to meet once a week fairly regularly through August 
and the early part of September, with extra get-togethers for the few who 
could make it.   
 

Finally all the pieces were ready to assemble onto the various back-
grounds: mice were to be found nibbling at blackberries, a basket over-
flowed with fruit and vegetables, a kite soared above the fields full of 
hay bales, there was a bumblebee and here a butterfly – and at the bot-
tom of the banner grapes and a loaf of bread as a reminder of the true 
significance of our work.  Indeed, the words around the edge of the ban-

ner should help us to remember 
just how thankful we in this country 
should all be for everything we eat 
and for the beautiful countryside in 
which we live. 
 

Now we hope that churchgoers on Sundays, and anyone else visiting St Nich-
olas at other times will enjoy and appreciate our efforts.  We would especial-
ly encourage children to take a close look at it and see just how many ani-
mals, birds and insects there are to be found! 
 

We have had a lot of fun, but at the same time worked hard to have this ban-
ner finished in time for our Harvest celebrations.  Now we think we deserve a 
rest but at some point in the future will get back together and plan number 
three.  

If  you would like to join us, or give us some feedback, please contact any 
one of our group: Caroline Stonham – our artistic adviser, Lynne Devey – 
who put it all together, Felicity Hilder, Anna Gadsden, Skippy Blumer, Yvette 
Digby, Caroline Thompson, Rosemary Bradbury (whose home we used and 
apart from sewing provided us all with much needed refreshments), and my-
self. 
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The Committee has not received 

any response to the request in Au-

gust/September's Village Voice for 

volunteers to take on the position 

of Fete Chairman, and Fete Secre-

tary and possibly Treasurer, for 

next year - 2012.    

 

The future of the fete depends on  

volunteers from the village so 

Please get in touch.  

Many thanks, 

Jennifer   

YOUR VILLAGE NEEDS YOU!! 

Fête Committee 
2011 

The AGM will be on Monday, No-

vember 21st  at 7.30 p.m. in the 

Playing Fields Club House. 
 

Applications  for Funds from this 

year's fete proceeds will be dis-

cussed at the beginning of Novem-

ber.   
 

If you still haven't applied for 

funds,  and think that your society 

is eligible for such funds,  please 

contact : 
 

Jennifer Schram de Jong  -  

jschramdejong@yahoo.co.uk 

or telephone :  01844 - 291501 

Village Poppy Collections will begin very soon,  so please give generously.   

The British Legion continues to help members of the Armed Forces both 

young and old,  together with members of their family in need. 
 

Our Remembrance Day Service this year will be held in  St. Nicholas 

Church,  Cuddington at 6 p.m.  on Sunday, 13th November. 

 

 

I ask you all,  church goers and non church goers,  to come and pay respects to and give 

thanks for all those who have given their lives in the Service of Queen and Country and 

who have made it possible for us to continue to live in relative peace and freedom.   It is  

especially important today when young men and women continue to lose their lives or be 

badly wounded and even disabled  because of conflicts around the world. 
 

Thank you for your contributions and your support. 

 

Jennifer Schram de Jong 

CUDDINGTON’S TRADITIONAL 

CHRISTMAS FAYRE – SATURDAY 

12TH NOVEMBER 2-4.30pm 
 

Cuddington’s Christmas Fayre will be taking place in the Bernard Hall 

on Saturday 12th November – purposely early so that people can buy 

pressies & also place orders in time for Christmas.  Again, Cuddington 

enterprises, clubs & organisations are taking part, so a hive of activity is 

already taking place. 

 

The hall will be ―decked with holly‖, fairy lights etc & the background 

music of carols & Christmas songs will contribute to what should be a 

very festive atmosphere and start to get people into the true Christmas 

spirit. 

 

Maggie Waters 

 

P.S.  Santa has got the date in his diary – so please be good! 
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At an investiture at Buck-

ingham Palace on the 

morning of Tuesday the 

18th October Sherry  

received her M B E from 

Princess Anne, The Prin-

cess Royal.  
 

The award was for her 

services to the Burmese 

veteran soldiers  

and their widows.  
 

The Investiture was held in the Royal Ballroom. Sherry’s won-

derful morning was made complete by enjoying lunch with 

close family members at a restaurant in St James’s. 

Jane Robinson, author, 
returned to speak to the 
Meeting, her subject was 
“Bluestockings”, a history 
of the struggle of women to 
access higher education.  
 

Jane started by telling us 
that the term bluestocking 
was originally applied to a 
man, Benjamin Stilling-
ford, who attended infor-
mal society gatherings of a 
group of women seeking 
knowledge beyond the do-
mestic that was expected of them. Subsequently 
all studious and intellectual women became 
known as bluestockings, not always a com-
piement. 
 

The first women’s university college to open was 
Girton. Originally situated in Hitchin and called 
Benslow House, it was close enough to Cam-
bridge for lecturers to travel  but far enough 
away not to cause offence. Girton College moved 
to its present site in 1872 two miles outside Cam-
bridge. The women undertook the same courses 
as men and sat the same examinations but Cam-
bridge did not award women degrees until 1948. 
 

Not all universities were so reluctant to recog-
nise the abilities of their alumni, London award-
ed women degrees in 1881, 3 years after admit-
ting women students. 
 

Educated women were thought by many men to 
be against the natural order and that by being 
educated their uteruses would shrink and they 
would become infertile. The medical profession 
were amongst the most vocal in objecting to 
women graduates. Dr Maudsley, after whom the 
famous psychiatric hospital is named, thought 
women were incapable of learning, that they 
would wear out their brains and were at risk of 
becoming sterile. Jane reminded us of how Gail 
Trimble, a brilliant contestant in “University 
Challenge” was pilloried by the press for her 
unfeminine academic prowess as recently as 
February 2009.  
 

These early women undergraduates were mostly 
from families able to support them financially. 
However Jane told the heart-warming story of 
Trixie Pearce, who came from a large and pov-
erty stricken family. Trixie’s mother supported 
her bright daughter through school and when 
Trixie applied to Oxford and was accepted did 
everything to ensure that she got there. The fami-
ly fortunes became worse and worse until Trixie 
had to be informed of their dire plight. However 
she was able to continue her studies as bursaries 
were found for her from the college. Later she 
learnt some of these had been from her tutor’s 
own pockets. When Trixie graduated Mrs Pearce 
attended the ceremony in the Sheldonian Theatre 
and as she made her way to the back with the 
other parents the Dean stopped her and led her 
to the front amongst the VIPs in recognition of 
her fore sight and sacrifice. Mrs Pearce had al-
ways maintained that by ensuring that Trixie 
reached her full potential the rest of the family 
would also improve their lot, which was to be the 
case. 
 

Jane’s talk was spell-binding, leaving us with 
much to reflect on. We hope that Jane will return 
in the future to talk about the W.I. the subject of 
her latest book “A Force to be Reckoned With A 
History of the Women’s Institute”. 

 
Cuddington Playing Fields Association  

presents a  

Wine Tasting and Ploughman’s Supper 

19 November 2011, 7.30pm for 8.00pm start 
The Bernard Hall, Cuddington 

A tasting of six Rothschild wines with Peter Tompkins of Waddesdon Manor, 

who will conduct a quiz to test your knowledge of fine wines, with prizes for 

the winning table. 

During the ploughman’s supper, a local knowledge fun quiz will be held.   

Raffle prizes include lunch at The Crown, local produce, car valet and other 

vouchers, wine and gift boxes. 

All  proceeds go towards the Cuddington Playing Fields Association.  Regd 

Charity No 291980 
 

Tickets £18.00, available from: 

Viv Birkby, tel.  292921 
Clive Adcock, tel. 291404 

Denise’s Hairdresser, tel. 291277 

 

IMPORTANT 

If you would like to help with our Neighbour-
hood Scheme in the Village,  please contact: 
Jennifer Schram de Jong at  
jschramdejong@yahoo.co.uk or Tel:  01844 291501 
 

We still need co-ordinators for Bernard Close,  Bridgeway 
and  Upper Church Street 
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At our meeting this month we were 
greeted by a very enthusiastic and 
knowledgeable speaker Mr Ken 
Burras, former head of Oxford Bo-
tanic Gardens.  For his topic 
―Gardens of the Cotswolds‖ he se-
lected six of the less known gar-
dens, each beautifully described 
and illustrated and encouraged us 
to visit these hidden gems.  Of par-
ticular interest was Hodges Barn, 
the home of Mrs Sheila Hornby, 
described as a ladies’ garden planted 
with great enthusiasm for colour, 
scent and variety. He focused on 
structure of a garden being of great importance for winter interest and im-
parted several key facts of plant propagation. 
 

Cuddington Gardening Club sent a cheque for £330 to the Florence 
Nightingale Hospice which will be spent on the upkeep of the hospice 
garden .This money was raised by a raffle and the entrance fees to Ey-
thrope Gardens. 
 

It was lovely to welcome new members and see fresh faces at our October 
meeting. The next event will be Monday 7th November  when  Tony 
Clear will be advising us on ―Planting  for Winter Colour‖ incorporating  
a practical demonstration.  A further important date for diaries leading up 
to the festive season will be   Monday 5th  December  when Peter Sheas-
by will be giving a talk and illustrated slide show on ―Flowers of the 
Mediterranean‖.  Mulled wine, soft drinks, mince pies and an evening of 
good cheer  awaits!   
 

For more details about the Gardening Club and our forthcoming events, 
please contact Elsie Frost on 01844 290768. 

Walled Garden of Eastleach House 

also visited by our speaker,  

Ken Burras  

  

Saturday 12th November 

7.30pm start 

Cuddington Social Club 

 

Tables of 6 £6 a head,  

including supper 

  

To pre book your table con-

tact Lorraine Ray 290606 
 

N.B. The Quiz is on the 

12th. Apologies for last 

month’s mistake  (Ed.) 

Cuddington 

Beat  

Chearsley – By 

A Whisker! 

 

 

Sunday 17th September saw a return 
(friendly) match against Chearsley. 
Despite most of the club players be-
ing on holiday the Cuddington 
Boulers managed to eke out a win, 
but with only the smallest of mar-
gins! The final score was 5 games to 
4, although some of Cuddington’s 
wins were achieved in comprehen-
sive style! 
 

Even though only 10 Cuddington 
players turned up for the day, we 
managed three teams and everyone 
played their part in chalking up this 
second victory. The Chearsley 
petanque team is improving quickly, 
though, and Cuddington might not 
be quite so lucky next time. 
 
It was touch and go whether the 
match would take place at all, as 
heavy downpours occurred through-
out the morning and the sky was a 
threatening black at lunchtime. Just 
before the 2.00pm match time, 
though, the clouds disappeared and 
the sun stayed throughout another 
highly enjoyable afternoon. 
 
 

Thanks go once again to Vanda who 
prepared an excellent half-time buf-
fet, which was paid for this time by 
the Chearsley players. Another 
match is on the cards early next 
year, so if you want to get involved, 
come and join us. As the nights are 
starting to draw in, we are now 
meeting up for informal games at 
11.00 am every Sunday – weather 
permitting.   

Cuddington are runners up in the 

“Village” category of this year’s 

competition and were given an R.H.S. 

Silver Gilt Award. 
 

Special mention was made of the gar-

den at Tyringham  Hall and its de-

lightful “Rickshaw planter” and of 

Tony Orchard’s magnificent bedding 

in Bernard Close. 
 

In the area of achievement it was not-

ed that more local residents seem to 

be taking pride in their gardens and 

the school gardens improve year on 

year encouraging children to get in-

volved. 
 

The Parish Council was praised for their continued commitment to en-
hance and maintain the local environment.  
 

In conclusion the judges said “The pride in Cuddington shines through 
and it is evident the history and heritage of the village is very important 
to the residents”. 
 

A big thank you to you all. 

  Jim Hayward 
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Famine in East Africa 

Concern for the  famine stricken area 

was evident throughout the weekend 

and, because of the generosity of 

many we were able to send  £751 to 

Tear Fund for their relief work. 

Saturday’s Activities 

Gifts were brought on Saturday 

morning and as usual the church was 

beautifully decorated. In the evening, at the supper £525 was donated to-

wards the above total. 

Sunday Services 

The services at 10 a.m. and 6p.m.formed the centre  of the weekend as we 

expressed our thanks and praise for God’s generous provision for us. Gifts 

were brought to the Family Service and there was a retiring collection at 

the Evening Service of £47 for Tear Fund  

School Service 

This was a great occasion for the whole school and gifts were brought 

both in the form of money for the  Jenny and Jesse  school which they 

support in Africa, and  of tins of  food for those in need in Aylesbury 

Coffee Morning 

The weekend finished with a Coffee Morning and a sale of Harvest Pro-

duce. This resulted in £179 for Tear Fund  but still leaving boxes crammed 

with tins. 
Vineyard Church Storehouse 
This church has a wonderfully caring and 
efficient organisation which gives freely not 
only food but furniture, clothes etc. to some 
of the many needy people in Aylesbury, so 
they were delighted to receive our large con-
signment of tins.  

 

 

Saturday the 8th October, being harvest time, meant an appropriate supper 

in the Bernard Hall, so a large number of hungry people sat down to eat it. 

Under the avuncular guidance of David Benson, and after grace by Margot, 

our church elders served us with a tasty sweet and sour ham casserole with 

mixed vegetables and baked potatoes (and a vegetarian option). When we’d 

dealt with that there was a mad rush to the pudding table where the not in-

considerable pudding-making talents of the local residents were displayed. 

Wine flowed freely.  

Then we had to sing for our supper, quite literally. Song sheets with suita-

ble songs appeared so, backed with Jane’s usual panache we sang with gus-

to. 

The Revd. Jonathan reminded us that the funds raised in the course of the 

evening went to Tear Fund to help those not as well provided for as us in 

this part of the planet, and we saw a video showing the disastrous conse-

quences of storms in Uganda, in particular the effects on local farmers. Tear 

Fund is trying to help as much as it can but more is always needed. 

A number of our talented friends contributed to the evening; Mary Pritchard 

read poems (including her own work), Chris Luckett also recited, as did 

Adrian , complete with accent and actions. 

Coffee and tea to end with brought the evening to a close. There was a jolly atmosphere through the hall, clear 

evidence of the strong community spirit existing in our village. Very grateful thanks to all who helped in any way 

whatsoever, and without whom these events would not materialise. 

Greener  

Cuddington 
Last winter, when the tem-

perature was well below 

zero and we were under a 

blanket of snow, I was 

asked a wry question several times: 

“Is this global warming then?” This 

year we had a warm, very dry 

spring, cool summer and very warm 

dry autumn: so dry in fact that the 

farmers are again concerned for 

their winter crops.  
 

Can these unusual conditions be 

explained within the context of glob-

al warming, or is it something else? 

Global climates are extremely com-

plex and our odd weather could be 

assigned to many causes, the latest 

of which is reduced ultraviolet radi-

ation from the sun.  
 

Scientists are as certain as they can 
be that global warming is taking 
place and this is substantiated by 
long term trends of rising CO2 and 
rising global temperatures.  
 

These increase the overall energy in 

the atmosphere which results in 

more violent weather events, such  

 

Continued on page 9 
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CUDDINGTON METHODIST CHURCH 
 

Invites you to the following meeting:- 

 

God, Earthquakes, Tsunamis and the Church (End Times) 
Saturday, 5th November 9.45-3.30 p.m 

Andrew Baguely and Roger French 

       

Please bring lunch; drinks will be provided. 

FREE......love offering to cover expenses 

Contacts – Colin & Margaret Watts ( 01844291661); Betty Blake (01844 

2903720);  Jill Royston (01296 748339); Zillah Harrod (01296748320) 

Weather:  

September 2011 
  
After the disappointingly cool 
summer, September’s warmth was 
a small consolation; the mean 
temperature for the month was 
15.3 deg C (59F),  
nearly a whole degree above nor-
mal!  
 
It was Cuddington's warmest Sep-
tember since 2000, bar the excep-
tionally warm September in 2006 
(17.0 deg C, 63F). 
 
Daytime maximum air tempera-
tures in September averaged 20.0 
(68F); the eleven year average is 
19.3 deg Celsius (67F).  
Night time air minimum  
temperatures averaged 10.7 deg 
Celsius (51F) – the long term av-
erage is 9.7 deg Celsius (49F). 
 
The actual highest day time air 
maxima occurred on the 29th 
(27.6 deg C, 82F) and the lowest, 
7th, (16.1 deg C, 61F).  
The actual highest night time  
air minima occurred on the 10th 
(15.9 deg C, 61F) and lowest, 
15th, (4.0 deg C, 39F). 
 
After the very poor sunshine 
amounts during July and August, 
September’s bright sunshine 
amount came out at a very re-
spectable 136.34 hours, very 
close to average; during the last 3 
days of the month we basked in 
over 33 hours of sunshine! 
 
September’s rainfall accumula-
tion followed the succession of 
dry months, receiving 35.8 mm 
(1.41 in); the 13 year average is 
55.9mm (2.20 in). 
  
Sky notes: 
With temperatures hitting the high 
20’s during the last days of Sep-
tember, the media described this 
weather event as an Indian Sum-
mer. However, the use of this term 
was a little premature, since me-
teorologists define an Indian sum-
mer as a period of warm and set-
tled weather that occurs later in 
the year (October/November). 
 
The term Indian Summer proba-
bly originates from native North 
American Indians who made the 
most these settled spells of weath-
er to go hunting before the cold of 
winter set in.  
  

Sean Clarke  

  

CHUF , a registered charity, is a pre-school moni-

tored by Ofsted and a member of the  Pre-school Learning Alliance. We 

offer a structured learning group where children from the age of two 

through to school entry age enjoy themselves through various activities 

according to the Foundation Stage Curriculum. 
 

CHUF at Chearsley is held in Chearsley village hall where we have been 

running as a pre-school since 1968 with many of the children going on to 

Reception at Cuddington and Dinton C of E School. The Haddenham set-

ting opened in 2003 based at St Mary’s C of E school.  
 

The charity is run by a committee of volunteer parents and funds for the 

pre-school are raised through parental fees and government grant funded 

places which cover the day to day running costs of CHUF including staff 

salaries, hall rental, utility bills, materials, equipment, etc. All our fund-

raising events provide extra resources to support our pre-school children 

as they develop their skills to equip them for school. 
 

If you would like to find out more information about CHUF you can e-

mail us at info@chufpreschool.co.uk or visit our website which is current-

ly being updated. 

Registered Charity No. 1019818 

CHEARSLEY & HADDENHAM 
UNDER-FIVES 

Chearsley & Haddenham Under Fives (CHUF) 
invite you to their annual 

 Christmas Shopping Evening 

on 

Wednesday 30th November 2011 

7:30-9:30pm at  

Chearsley Village Hall 
Entry £2.50 per person 

Shop away from the hectic surroundings of town whilst enjoying a 

glass of mulled wine and festive nibbles! The evening boasts a wide 

array of stalls including cards, children’s books, toys and gifts, 

jewellery, accessories, fresh Christmas door wreaths and table decora-

tions and food to name just a few.  
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LINKS WITH AFRICA 
Jennifer Schram de Jong’s talk to 
the W.I. at their October meeting  
was entitled ―A Small Zambian 
School‖ but she first gave an ac-
count of her family’s link with the 
African Continent from 1876 when 
a great, great uncle had set up farm-
ing there, to 1941 when wartime 
conditions had forced an uncle to 
leave his occupation on that conti-
nent. 
 

The personalities of these ancestors 
were vividly described, as were their 
lives in Africa – the pleasures and 
the dangers including close encoun-
ters with poisonous snakes. 
Jennifer herself had no love for Afri-
ca (those terrible snakes!) and was 
thankful that her family’s link with 
the continent had come to an end, 
but this was not to last as Jennifer’s 
daughter Honour went to Zambia in 
the course of her work. Was Jennifer 
now being forced to the country she 
disliked in order to see her daughter,  
but no, Honour spent some time in 
France and Jennifer visited her 
there. 
 

However something then occurred 
which compelled Jennifer to buy her 
airline ticket to Africa. While stay-
ing in the beautiful Tongabezi 
Lodge on the shores of the  Zambezi 
River  Honour was shown the 
Tongabezi Trust School which its 
proprietors had set up in 1996 for 
the children of their employees. It 
had soon become the school for any 
child in the neighbourhood able to 
reach it on foot. It now provides first 
rate primary education for over a 
hundred children who are then able 
to go on to secondary education and 
some to further professional train-
ing. 
 

Jennifer had to see the school for 
herself, snakes or no snakes, and she 
now does everything she can to support the school. When Cuddington 
and Dinton schools amalgamated Jennifer obtained Cuddington’s dis-
carded pullovers and now the pupils in Zambia proudly display the 
Cuddington logo, hence not only Jennifer and her family, but the vil-

lage of Cuddington itself 
has a link with this little 
Zambian school. 
 
In her vote of thanks Helen 
Griffin expressed the thanks 
of all members for this very 
interesting talk, and over tea 
everyone enjoyed looking at 
the photographs Jennifer 
had brought (one of which 
illustrates this article).  

The journey I had planned was for 
twenty days to cycle from Land’s 
End to John o’ Groats the journey 
would take me through England 
into Wales although only briefly 
and through Scotland. I undertook 
the journey on my own and without 
any support back up. 
 

The first leg to get to Reading rail-
way station was helped by getting 
a lift from Neil who lives next door 
to me. This enabled me to get a 
direct train to Penzance. 
I began the cycling on Sunday 10th 
July on a relatively overcast day 
and had  my photo taken by a offi-
cial photographer. I then began 
the journey which started in over-
cast conditions but turned warm 
and when I reached Redruth 
turned sunny which lasted for the 
first three days.  
 

It was during these first three days 
travelling through Cornwall and 
Devon that I found the toughest due to the number of steep hills and that my 
legs seemed to ache as soon as I woke up. One of the most memorable parts 
of these three days was when I cycled from Tiverton to Wellington along the 
canal path as I seemed to be chasing blue dragonflys for most of this ride. 
 

After leaving Devon the terrain began to flatten out and the cycling became 
easier. The first time I got soaked was during my travelling from Ironbridge 
to Davenham where I discovered that my panniers were not waterproof. 
Fortunately I was only to get wet one more time as I passed through the 
Yorkshire Dales. 

    

The toughest day for cycling was the journey from Perth  to Braemar as I 
had to ascend Glen Shee the highest point of my trip at 954 ft or nearly 
300m, with the last 3 miles of the six mile climb feeling almost vertical, 
having to push the bike up was made harder by the strongest winds of the 
whole trip. The most demoralising part of the ride of this day was after 
scaling to the top of Glen Shee and expecting to freewheel into Braemar 
was that due to the wind I needed to cycle downhill to reach a modest 8 
miles an hour. 
 

The most spectacular day was the journey from Inverness to Lairg where I 
travelled along the firths which were nice and flat and the weather was sun-
ny which made for a pleasant ride. The spectacular expanses of water 
which I rode along for most of the day made for a great backdrop to the 
ride, and I would single out this as the best leg of the journey. 
 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone for their kind dona-
tions for the Lifeblood Charity. I have raised £1920 and there is still more 
sponsorship money to come.  

Steve Adkins 

Women's 
Institute 

 

 

Theatre in the Villages and CYD pre-
sents: PINOCCHIO! 
Friday 25th November at 6.30pm 
Bernard Hall Theatre 

Tickets: £10, £8, £4 for children 4 and 
up. Family ticket £25 
Box office 01296 655698 
 

This Cornelius and Jones 
production captures the mag-
ic of the original Classic Ital-
ian story by Collodi. Neil 
Canham is an outstanding 
storyteller, and performs with 
hand carved puppets and 
original music and songs.  
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Continued from page 6 
 

as bigger hurricanes, 
more tornadoes, heavier 
rain, droughts and result-

ant fires. 
 

Our weather is considered on a 
shorter timescale of months, weeks 
or days and is largely affected by 
the Atlantic Ocean: we are a very 
small island on the northeast edge of 
a very large landmass. We are very 
fortunate as we tend to avoid ex-
tremes of heat, cold and storm, but 
our weather will, hopefully, always 
be very unpredictable. 
 

Thermal Imaging January 
15th-21st 2012 

 

Following the very successful pro-
ject last year, Cuddington residents 
will have a further opportunity to 
have thermal images taken of their 
homes in winter to check on heat 
loss. Greener Cuddington is able to 
borrow a new thermal imaging cam-
era owned by Haddenham In Tran-
sition for a week during this coming 
winter and you will be able to re-
serve a place on the programme. 
People who had this done found it 
very informative and beneficial, and 
several took steps which are now 
saving them money and keeping 
their houses warmer.  
 

This is a free service carried out by 
volunteers who are donating their 
time to plan and carry out the pro-
ject and the follow up meetings. In 
order to provide such services, Had-
denham in Transition and Greener 
Cuddington do need to have some 
money in the bank, so a donation 
according to what you can afford 
will be very welcome upon receipt of 
your images.  
 

Please complete the form enclosed (also available on the 
Cuddington Website at  
http://www.cuddingtonvillage.com/view-page.php?pid=81) 
and hand it in at the Cuddington Stores, or put it through 
the letter box of Vulcan House, Holly Tree Lane. 
 

Greener Cuddington is a village project whose aim 
is to raise the profile and understanding of environ-
mental sustainability within the village and thereby 
reduce the village’s overall environmental footprint. 
If you think you might have something to contrib-
ute, we would love to hear from you or for you to 
join us. Please contact Doug Kennedy on 01844 
290602 or email dgkennedy@alloverde.com 

The last roses of  

summer? 

The next Dinner will be on the Thursday 15th of  

December to celebrate the coming of Christmas.  

 

Those gentlemen who would like to be included 

please e-mail parkstone28@tiscali.co.uk or telephone  

Phil Johnson 01844 291526 

Greener  

Cuddington 
 

 

 

 

 

November 

Wednesday  2nd      7.30 p.m.     Parish Council Meeting 

Saturday       5th      9.45 a.m.     Meeting at Methodist Church (see page 7) 

Monday       7th       7.30 p.m.     Gardening Club—Planting for Winter  

     Colour     

Tuesday       8th       2.30 p.m.    W.I. Talk by John Fortgang ―The Windy 

     side of the Law‖ 

Saturday     12th     2-4.30 p.m.  Traditional  Christmas Fayre in the Ber

     nard Hall (see page 3) 

Saturday     12th      7.30 p.m.     Quiz in the Cuddington Social Club (see 

     page 5) 

Sunday       13th      6.00 p.m.    Evening Service for Remembrance Sun

     day at St Nicholas (see page 3) 

Tuesday     15th      7.30 p.m.    History Society ―From Poverty, Pestilence 

     and War—A History of Aylesbury Hos

     pital‖ by Dr. A. Knight  

Saturday     19th      7.30 p.m.     Wine Tasting in the Bernard Hall (see  

     page 4 ) 

Monday      21st      7.30 p.m.      Fete A.G.M. in Playing Fields Club  

     House (see page 3) 

Friday         25th      6.30 p.m.     ―Pinocchio‖ in the Bernard Hall (see  

     page 8) 

December 

Monday       5th        7.30 p.m.    Gardening Club  Talk by Peter Sheasby 

     on  ―Flowers of the Mediterranean‖  

Wednesday  7th        7.30 p.m.    Parish Council Meeting 

Thursday     8th       2.30 p.m.     Sunshine Club’s Bring and Buy at  

     Tyringham Hall 

Saturday     10th      7.30 p.m.     Manor House String Quartet  in St Nicho

     las ―A Concert of Christmas Music‖ 

Monday     12th    12.30   Sunshine Club Christmas Dinner 

Tuesday     13th       2.30 p.m..    W.I.  Annual Meeting 

Thursday     15th      7.30 p.m.   Christmas in the Club 

Tuesday     20th      6.00 p.m.      Carol Singing round the Village 

Friday        24th       7.00 p.m.     Carols by Candlelight in St. Nicholas 

http://www.cuddingtonvillage.com/view-page.php?pid=81
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  Services at St. Nicholas   
(churchwardens:  David Benson 01296 433757 

                       Graham Carr  290000 ) 

 

November  2011 
 

 6th     10 am   HOLY COMMUNION  
A modern Communion Service with hymns. The children 
       go to “Sunday Special” for part of the service 
  5.00 pm  Tea and Prayer 
  

13th       REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY 
10 am   FAMILY SERVICE  
  6 pm   SPECIAL EVENING SERVICE   . 

 

20th         10 am  HOLY COMMUNION 
  A less formal modern Communion Service with hymns. 
 The children go to Sunday Special for  part of the Service  
 

27th          10 am MORNING WORSHIP  
   A service of worship and the word, with a mixture of 
 traditional and modern hymns. The children go straight 
 to Chattabox and the Grid in the Bernard Hall at 9.50 a.m.  
     11.15 am   HOLY COMMUNION 

 Service with hymns, according to the Book of Common 

Prayer. 
 

There is a service at 5.30 pm each Sunday  at  
Cuddington Methodist Chapel  

Here in October the garden is giving one last blaze of 

glory - the autumnal colours of the Rhus, maples and 

amalanchier together with the berries of pyracantha, cal-

licarpa, viburnums, cotoneasters and rosehips. The later 

perennials are still flowering, the Michaelmas daisies 

(now called Asters), the toad lilies and chrysanthemum 

―Emperor of China‖. The Gauras, both white and pink, 

which were admired when the garden was open for the 

NGS, and penstemons are still going strong, although 

they do look untidy over the winter as they shouldn’t be 

cut down. 
 

The roses in the yellow bed are producing another flush 

of blooms, in particular ―Buff Beauty‖ but also ―Pat Aus-

tin‖, ―Golden Showers‖ and ―Graham Thomas.‖ To our 

delight the yellow Asphodel, a member of the Lily fami-

ly, under the conservatory window has flowered out of 

season. This plant was given to us by a dear friend just 

before she died and we’ve been nurturing it in her 

memory for 2 years now. (See photograph) 
 

However, if one 

isn’t careful the 

garden can all col-

lapse into a soggy 

mess of fallen 

leaves and decay-

ing vegetation. 

Now is the time to 

start the Great 

Autumn Clear Up, going round the garden with the seca-

teurs cutting back withered stems and collecting up 

leaves before they smother the flower beds and kill off 

the grass. Having quite a number of trees we have a ma-

chine called a Billy Goat which sucks up the leaves and 

cuts them up. We then throw them into a composting bin 

to produce wonderful leaf mould for the following year. 

We don’t add any other rubbish, so it doesn’t need turn-

ing. It is a good way of getting rid of all the leaves but 

you do need 2 bins so that you don’t mix the leaves for 

this year with those from last autumn.  
 

Winter pansies and violas are now sitting in the yard, 

waiting to be planted into containers, once the summer 

bedding has been taken out. This week sees us bringing 

in the tender plants, starting with the Black Aeoniums  - 

the changeover from 

summer to winter is 

about to begin! Let 

us hope that the real-

ly cold weather 

doesn’t start as early 

as last winter. 
 

James & Elsie  

News from Cuddington and Dinton C of E School 
 

We have had a very exciting start to the year with our 

year 4 pupils spending the night on the Golden Hinde 

ship in London. They spent the evening as Tudor sail-

ors and all, including staff, had to dress up for the oc-

casion. A great time was had by all and we have post-

ed pictures of the visit on our website. As ever their 

behaviour was superb. 
 

You may have seen our older pupils cycling around 

the village as part of our cycling awareness training. 

All successfully passed their training and achieved 

either a level 2 or 3 proficiency 
 

Thank you to the ladies (and gentlemen) of the church 

who facilitated our Harvest festival. It was lovely to 

see the church so beautifully decorated and bursting 

with children and produce! 
 

We are holding our second open morning for parents 

of children who will be starting school in September 

2012. It is on Thursday 3rd November 10.30- 11.15. 
 

May I take this opportunity to invite you to our Christ-

mas Family Services on Monday 5th December and 

Monday 12th December at St Nicholas Church, Cud-

dington. It is always lovely to see members of the vil-

lage community. 
 

Mrs Kim Price 

Headteacher 
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