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OCTOBER 
2011 

 
VOLUME FOURTEEN 

 

Come you thankful people, come 

Raise the song of harvest home. 

 

A warm welcome to everyone to join in the Harvest events at St. Nicholas 

 

Saturday   October 8 6.45 for 7.15 p.m.  Harvest Supper in the Bernard Hall 

                     Sunday     October 9   10 a.m.        Family Harvest Service 

                               6 p.m.       Special Evening Service 

          Tuesday   October 11  10.30 a.m. Harvest Coffee Morning 

 

Gifts of flowers and harvest produce and tins of food should be brought to the 

church by 10 a.m. on the Saturday morning or to the Family Service. 

 

Some of these gifts will go to the elderly in the village, some sold in aid of Tear 

Fund and others will go to the Vineyard Church in Aylesbury to be distributed to 

the needy of the area  

 

See pages 3 & 4 for further Harvest Festival information 

 The Headteacher and Gov-

ernors of Cuddington & 

Dinton C of E School 

would like to invite resi-

dents from our local and 

catchment communities to 

visit the school to hear about plans for our proposed exten-

sion and reinstatement. 

Monday 3rd October 2011 4.00pm-6.00pm 

We are holding the event at the Dinton School site where 

proposed -plans will be on display and there will be the op-

portunity to talk to us about the proposals. We look forward 

to seeing you there. 

On the afternoon of September 10th  members  of  the Parish 

Council and other parishioners enjoyed a cup of tea in the 

Bernard Hall while awaiting the arrival of the judges of the 

Best kept Village Competition. Those judges had been on 

the road since 8.30 that morning doing the rounds of the 

other 2011 winners.  

 

It was fitting that Cuddington was 

their final destination for, as their 

chairman, Mr. Richard Pushman, ex-

plained our achievement had been a 

very special one… 

 

Continued on page 5…. 
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The Revd. Jonathan Hawkins writes:- 
 

  
Autumn is upon us, the days are drawing in, another year is drawing to a close, everything is winding down. “Not 

so!” I hear a cry, new things are starting.  

 

We have a new school year, new young people attending our school and for the first time, Cuddington and Dinton 

school are on the one site. OK, I know it‟s only for a year, but it is new! 

 

We also continue to celebrate new life and look forward shortly to the baptism of one of the children from the vil-

lage. And thinking of young people, St Nicholas has just started a Sunday afternoon activity for families and it is 

not long to the start of the church‟s new year at Advent. 

 

In reality, at any one point in time, things are changing all around us. Most of those changes are so slow that we 

hardly notice them, the days get shorter or longer, trees turn from green to yellow to orange and then brown and 

then to green again. It is only as we take a moment to stand still and take stock, that we start to appreciate all that is 

happening around us. 

 

This the time of year when we celebrate the harvest and we will soon join together for out Harvest Festival. Once, 

not so many years ago, a good proportion of those living in rural areas were working in agriculture but the agricul-

tural harvest no longer impacts on our lives in the way it used to. Nevertheless, it is a good time to reflect on what 

we do have, and to realise how well we are provided for compared with some in the world.  

 

There continue to be many thousands in the Horn of Africa and elsewhere who are hungry and thirsty and without 

homes. We remember them when the news is first brought to us, but they quickly no longer are considered news-

worthy, and the risk is that we forget them, though their need continues. Perhaps as we reflect on the harvest sea-

son, we could also bear in mind those for whom life is a major challenge. 

 

May our generous and ever loving God, continue to bless you. 

Thought for the Month 

As most of you will know, the Nicholas Almond Charity is a Cuddington Charity dating back to 1643. 

 

The aims of the charity have changed over the years and it now gives small grants to young people resident in Cuddington, 

towards expenses connected with further education studies such as degree courses, or who have taken up an apprenticeship.    

 

Any young person who is permanently resident in Cuddington at the time of applying, and who is beginning a course this 

Autumn or is already following a course may apply for a grant.    
 

Candidates must apply in person and sign their applications.   Please 

give details of the course/s you are going to follow/are following and 

where possible,  the expenses you will incur. 
 

Your applications must be received by Sunday, 6th November, 2011,  

and you can expect to receive a reply at the beginning of December. 
 

Please submit your application to :      

Mrs. Jennifer Schram de Jong,  Hon. Treasurer and Secretary, Nicholas 

Almond Charity,  Larden,  Spicketts Lane,  Cuddington,  BUCKS  HP18 

0AY    Tel:  01844 291501   

 

 If you have any queries,  you can also contact me at 

jschramdejong@yahoo.co.uk 

 
Plaque in St Nicholas Church 
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In July I went to South-West 

Uganda through the charity Tearfund. I 

was with a team of 8 young people from 

the UK and we worked with the Diocese 

of Kigezi Water and Sanitation Pro-

gramme. We helped to build a water 

tank as part of a larger scheme that 

would bring water to 5000 people. The 

photo shows the team in front of our 

finished tank. 

Will Stonham 

Trillium? Nothing to do with the national debt, but a talented trio of musicians 

who gave an enjoyable concert in the church on the 3rd September. 

 

Before a good audience, more elegantly clad than their Sunday morning counter-

parts, and with the fading summer evening light still visible the trio, Sheilagh 

Armitt (soprano), Sue Edmonds (flute) and Mary Westley (piano) performed  

music mostly by 18th and 19th century composers  of wide –ranging styles. 

 

The trio started with a composition by Handel “Das Zitternde Glan-

zen)” (“shimmering waves at play”) written as a hymn for soprano. Sheilagh‟s 

light but firm soprano voice carried well in the church and the piece also enabled 

the instrumentalists to show their virtuosity.  

 

There followed an evening of gentle and soothing music, the performers  in turn  

taking centre stage. Composers represented included Faure, Cherubini, Mouquet, 

Honegger, Donizetti,pastoral English pastoral songs by Haydn when he was in 

London, the French flute virtuoso  Blavet,  arrangements of Sussex folk songs by 

the rather splendidly named George Sainton Kaye Butterworth, and “Watching 

the Wheat”, originally a nineteenth century  song written by the Welsh composer 

John Thomas,  this version   arranged by the English composer Henry Geehl, 

sadly killed in action in 1918. 

 

During the interval (drinks and delicious snacks prepared by the usual team of 

celebrated chefs) we were given a bit of background to the Utugi Street Children 

of Kenya, the charity to which the performance was dedicated. 

 

The  final item was a an unscripted encore, a song  sung to the tune of “In an 

English Country Garden”, an appro-

priately merry piece by which  to 

send us all home after the perform-

ers had been presented with well-

deserved bouquets by Sarah Wood.   
 

A diverting and pleasurable evening 

in the series of concerts taking place 

in the church at the present time. 

Watch out for more! 

 

Remembrance Day will soon be upon us, and as usu-

al, a group of us will be going around the village 

selling poppies;  the proceeds from which will go to 

the Royal British Legion.  Since the First World 

War, the Legion has been helping servicemen (both 

in active service and retired)  and their families;  they 

particularly try to give help to the injured and to the 

bereaved.   Today, their help continues to be needed 

as much as ever  before, and we would ask you to 

give as generously as you can to support them in 

their work.    

  

Poppy selling will begin during the last week of October and if we have missed 

you, we will call again.  We do frequently find that Supermarkets begin selling 

and MPs and TV presenters begin wearing their poppies earlier and earlier!  No 

matter, really it is buying a poppy that is important not where it comes from! 

   

If you have a little time to spare and feel that you would like to help us sell Pop-

pies around the village,  please contact :   

Jennifer Schram de Jong : 01844 291501  email : 

jschramdejong@yahoo.co.uk 

 

Everyone is welcome at our Family 

Harvest Supper on Saturday  October 

9th     6.45 for 7.15p.m. 
 

It will be in the Bernard Hall, with a 

licensed bar. 
 

Tickets are available from Myles  

Saker  Tel: 291825  

Adults £7.50,   Concessions & School 

Children £5 

Family ticket  £20 
 

Any surplus, after paying expenses, will 

go to Tear Fund  

All who are interested in the Christian 

Healing Ministry are welcome to a  

‘Taster Day’ with David and Denise 

Cross from Ellel Ministries. 
 

You are invited on both Friday October 

14th 7pm to 9.30pm and Saturday 15th 

October 10am– 5pm. 

The cost of £20 includes coffee, lunch 

and tea. If you can only manage the 

Friday evening, the cost will be £3. 
 

For more details and tickets please 

phone Betty Blake  01844 290372 or 

Jill Royston 01296 748339 
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Domestic Energy – Pay Bills or Make Money 

Whether your focus is on the cost of your domestic energy bills, or on 

the damage caused by oil consumption and its carbon dioxide waste, 

there is an opportunity for you that will only be available until April 

2012. The Government continues to subsidise solar PV electricity 

generation on people‘s homes through the Feed in Tariff (FiT), where 

you get 43.3p for each unit of electricity you generate tax free and 

index linked for 25 years. Together with lower electricity costs, this means that 

investing now in solar panels should give you a return of between 6 and 12% per 

year. This compares with the very best bank saving scheme offering about 4% 

before tax. 

 

There are two schemes currently available in our area which help boost this re-

turn further but giving you a better purchase price. The first is organised by Had-

denham In Transition in partnership with Energy My Way, and you will have 

received a flyer through your door about this recently. Purchasing through our 

local group will cut the price by 10%. To find out more, details are on your flyer 

or contact Doug Kennedy. 

 

Thermal Imaging 
Following the very successful project last year, Cuddington residents will have a 

further opportunity to have thermal images taken of their home in winter to check 

on heat loss. Greener Cuddington is able to borrow a new thermal imaging cam-

era owned by Haddenham In Transition for a week during this coming winter and 

you will be able to reserve a place on the programme. People who had this done 

found it very informative and beneficial, and several took steps which are now 

saving them money and keeping their houses warmer.  

 

For instance, in the image here taken with a thermal cameral last year one house 

has cavity wall insulation and the other does not, and the difference can be clear-

ly seen in the lighter colours and warmer temperatures. 

 

Look out for further details. 
 

Greener Cuddington is a village project whose aim is to raise the profile 

and understanding of environmental sustainability within the village and 

thereby reduce the village‟s overall environmental footprint. If you think you 

might have something to contribute, we would love to hear from you or for 

you to join us. Please contact Doug Kennedy on 01844 290602 or email 

dgkennedy@alloverde.com 

 

 

Tasting of fine wines 

from Waddesdon 

Manor – 19th No-

vember 2011, in the 

Bernard Hall.   

7.30pm for 8.00pm.   

 

There will be a tasting of wines from 

Waddesdon Manor in the Bernard 

Hall on Saturday 19th November.  

Your donation of £18 will include a 

tasting of six wines and a plough-

man‘s supper, a wine quiz with prizes 

for the winning table and a fun quiz 

based on local knowledge.  Raffle 

prizes include lunch at the Crown, 

local produce and car valet.   

 

Funds raised will go towards the Cud-

dington Playing Fields Association, 

Regd Charity No 291980.  

 

The Hall can take a maximum of 120 

people on tables of 10.  Tickets availa-

ble from: 

 

Viv Birkby  292921 

 The Old Inn, Bridgeway 

Clive Adcock  291404 

 Brambleden, Greatstone 

Denise‘s hairdresser 291277 

 corner of Spurt St 
 

Viv Birkby 

Hon Sec 

CPFA 

Tuesday, October 11th     

10.30- 12 noon 

 

Do come along and enjoy what has 

become one of our annual harvest 

events. 

There will be a gift of harvest produce 

for each OAP 

There will on sale other harvest pro-

duce, in aid of Tear Fund, 

jewellery in aid of Kampala Music 

Centre  

and  cards for all occasions in aid of 

Utugi Children‟s Centre in Kenya 
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On the 16th September last Cuddington‘s 

many music connoisseurs were again in 

for a treat at St Nicholas‘ Church, this 

time  at a concert given by the Manor 

House String Quartet, in aid of the Kam-

pala Music School project. 
 

This professional group of musicians, 

founded and led by Vaughan Jones, is 

extremely versatile and entertaining. 

Consisting of three violins and a cello, 

the two women and two men presented a 

concert with an unusual theme, ―An A to 

Z of Music‖; with each piece having a 

connection (some a little tenuous!) with 

the appropriate letter of the alphabet.  
 

The first item was ―Air on a G string‖ 

by Bach, taking care of the first two let-

ters, and was succeeded by ―Can Can‖ 

by Offenbach. Delibes (waltz from Cop-

pelia), Elgar, Faure‘s Pavane, and then 

 

Continued on page  8 …. 

Following our summer break Graham Talbot, who has been 

exhibiting vegetables, fruit, sweet peas as well as dahlias for 

30 years gave a talk on “ Growing Dahlias”. His talk was 

illustrated with slides of blooms and along with the dahlias he had brought along 

to show us, it was both a practical and informative 

talk.  He was a most enthusiastic speaker, passing on 

a number of valuable tips. 
 

The talk was preceded by the weigh-in of the Murphy 

Potato Growing Competition. 
 

First prize went to James Frost with a fantastic 

weight of 10lbs 7oz.  The winner of the heaviest indi-

vidual potato was Rosemary Bradbury whose potato 

weighed 1lb 3oz.  Brenda Braybrook was the runner 

up in both categories.  The School participated again 

this year and the Foundation Class (now Year 1) won 

with a crop weighing 2 lbs 1 oz. The variety of potato 

was Cara.  Very well done everyone and thank you 

for taking part. 
 

The next meeting of the Gardening Club is on Mon-

day 10th October when Ken Burras 

will be talking on “Gardens of the Cotswolds”.  

 

Murphy Prize Winner , 

James Frost 

Twenty-seven people of all ages came to the first 

of these afternoon services on Sunday, September 

18th. At the beginning a verse was shown on the 

screen   “Give thanks to the Lord”  Psalm 100 .1  

and everyone enjoyed two lively songs. Then we 

moved on to the main theme of “Forgiveness” with 

a drama which illustrated the breakdown in family 

life if there is no forgiveness. This was followed by 

an illustrated talk by Jo Goodson on the Lord‟s Prayer stressing the section on her 

main theme. Then everyone moved around to join in one of the three activities 

except for some of the very youngest who preferred playing with balloons. One of 

the photos shows interest in the paddling pool for which some plastic boats were 

made, the other shows some of the crea-

tive group. The third activity was a very 

well organised treasure hunt. 
 

Over a drink and biscuits there was a 

report back from the 3 groups including 

the reading of a poem, which one of the 

creative group had  written, on for-

giveness,. The final prayer brought to-

gether the thoughts of giving thanks and 

forgiveness.  
 

 You are invited to the next service at 3.30p.m. on October 16th  

Continued from front page... 
 

---coming top of all the other 2010 

winners and thus winning the Tindall 

Cup, which had been given in 1988 for 

this purpose. He congratulated Cud-

dington and particularly praised  Jim 

Hayward for his hardworking and en-

thusiastic leadership. 

 

Mr. Pushman then introduced the Lord 

Lieutenant of Buckinghamshire, Sir 

Henry Aubrey Fletcher, who added his 

congratulations before presenting the 

cup to Jim. 

 

After the short ceremony the judges 

mingled with the parishioners to enjoy 

the delicious refreshments provided by 

Councillor Jennifer Schram de Jong 

and her assistants. 

 

Jim remembers that Cuddington were 

the first winners of the Tindall; Cup in 

1988 and now 23 years later we have 

welcomed it back to the village. Let us 

hope that it won‟t be such a long time 

before its next return!                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

 

 

The former kitchen in the Bernard 

Hall has now been turned into a 

"Green Room", with make-up mir-

rors, costume racks and posters of 

past Cuddington Youth Drama 

productions.  
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As seen through the eyes of a  

Haddenham visitor... 
          

There was fun to be had for those who 

love our canine friends. The dog show 

 was organised and judged by Pat Bates, 

who had the unenviable task of deciding 

 which dog had the waggiest tail, the 

most appealing eyes, was the cutest pup-

py etc. 

 

 There was fun a plenty for the children. 

The bouncy castle expended a consider-

able amount of their energy, whilst oth-

ers were transformed from a young hu-

man into a tiger, spider etc. by the face 

painter Phaedra Duncan. They could 

also go Duck Fishing or Splat A Rat.  

 

For adults with a thirst the Pimms and 

ale tent offered relief, ably run by Tre-

vor Goddard and Paul Ray, and for those 

missing their Sunday roast there was the 

Barbeque, in the capable hands of Si-

mon and Jason Ray.  

 

Those who enjoy a gamble had the op-

tion of a tombola and/or a raffle, offer-

ing many tempting prizes.  Fun if you 

won a prize. Not quite so much fun if 

you walked away empty handed and 

lighter in the pocket.  

 

The tug of war was the highlight of the  

 afternoon. It consisted of two teams of 

men who considered themselves fit and 

strong attempting to pull the other team 

across the dividing line by the seat of 

their pants, to the cheers and boos 

(according to which team they support-

ed) of the onlookers. There were also 

childrens and ladies events. It certainly 

was a fun day. 

 Mary Pritchard                                     

 As seen through the eyes of an 

organiser….. 
 

Cuddington Playing Field Association 

hosted its second Fun Day and Dog 

Show on Sunday September 11th . a good 

time was had by all who attended, with 

something for everyone to have a go at, 

in particular the dog show attracted a 

good entry, mainly from outside the vil-

lage  The playing field relies heavily on 

village people using the facility, as in-

deed many organisations do, so it was 

sad to see that none of these and more 

village people did not attend and show 

their support. 
 

Many thanks to all those who did help 

on the day with the setting up and run-

ning of the stalls, the day raising over 

£500 for the CPFA. 

Vanda Goddard 

 
BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND - CUDDINGTON’S TRADITIONAL 

CHRISTMAS FAYRE, SATURDAY 12TH NOVEMBER 2-4.30PM IN THE 

BERNARD HALL 
 

As with last year this is not to raise funds for anything in particular – it‟s in aid of 

getting people into the Christmas spirit, and having a lovely, festive afternoon.   

 

Why November?  It will not only enable people to buy items on the day but also 

to place orders for food, etc. in time for Christmas.  Cuddington enterprises/

individuals/clubs will be participating including:  

 

 Stalls selling crafts, jewellery, pictures, cards, local produce homemade food, 

sweets, preserves, charity stalls, gifts etc. 

 Refreshments will be served from the kitchen hatch. 

Santa is booked & will be giving small gifts to the children - his reindeer are al-

ready polishing their antlers.  

 

Entry to the fayre is free,  so people can spend all of their money at the lovely 

stalls.  Please put the date in your diary & come and join us.  For more information 

please contact Maggie Waters – 01844 290847 maggie.waters@virgin.net.  
 

Maggie 
 

Ps - if anyone knows of a “grotto builder” we could do with some help to make 

Santa feel a bit more at home – volunteers please. 

After the summer break the autumn season was opened by Heather Forbes Rus-

sell who gave an excellent talk entitled ―The Experiences of a FANY in World 

War II‖ in which she recounted her Second World War experiences. 

Heather commenced by giving a brief history of the First Aid Nursing Yeomanry 

(FANY) which was founded in 1907 following the Boer War where volunteers 

had acted as a first aid link between the front line fighting units and the field 

hospitals. During the 1st World War FANYs ran field hospitals, troop canteens 

and soup kitchens showing remarkable bravery which was rewarded by many 

military  decorations not only from Britain but also from France and Belgium. In 

World War II, FANYs formed the nucleus of the transport service of the ATS. 

They also became part of the Special Operations Executive (SOE), working in 

coding and signals, aa well as acting as conductors for agents many of whom 

were themselves FANYs. 
 

Heather applied to join as soon as she was 18 in 1944 and was sent to Boot 

Camp in order to establish if she was a suitable ―gal‖ to become a FANY. Hav-

ing passed muster, Heather was interviewed in London, allocated to SOE and 

signed the Official Secrets Act. Even her parents were not to be told what she 

did. FANYs had automatic officer status which meant that their uniforms were 

made to measure, however their regulation underwear was not, the khaki bloom-

ers were much scorned by these young recruits and despite warnings to the con-

trary were soon replaced by the sexy cammi knickers of the day!  

Heather worked in Signals, receiving decoded messages and deciding on there 

distribution. This necessitated an understanding of the significance of the mes-

sage received, an enormous responsibility for an 18 year old.  Social life was fast 

and brilliant. For example pub crawls with friends such as Thor Heyerdalh and 

tea dances run by the Marchioness of Reading at the Grosvenor Hotel. 
 

By 1945 it was clear that the war in Europe would soon end, Heather wanted to 

continue her work so was told that if her parents consented she could be posted 

to India.  

Continued on page 7…. 

mailto:maggie.waters@virgin.net
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Many residents I know took great interest in the huge crane and its activities 

when it rolled on to the school site early on the 22nd August. The actual operation 

of delivering all 13 units of the temporary classrooms and the staff room plus a 

generator went extremely smoothly and we are most grateful for the marvellous 

co-operation and understanding of those residents who where either directly or 

indirectly affected. We managed to ensure that one couple made it out to their 

Heathrow flight and also ensured that the bin lorry was able to get down to Cud-

dington Court between unit deliveries!  

 

As Kim Price reports elsewhere they are now fully up and running and are an 

excellent facility. 
 

But as we have always been aware and acknowledged the knock on affect is sig-

nificant additional traffic in the village – there are now 162 children on the In-

fant site! We have had considerable 

communications with parents in order 

to make the start and end of the school 

day as smooth as possible. Amongst 

other things we have a ―drop-off‖ sys-

tem as well as having arranged for all 

children who live in Dinton to be eligi-

ble for the school bus. We can now only 

ask residents to be understanding and 

patient at those busy times of the school 

day. 

 

We have also done our utmost to keep both residents and the Parish Council in-

formed as to progress and our plans. July and September‘s Council minutes con-

tain information that has been given to the Parish Council regarding parking 

plans and we will continue to monitor the issue of additional cars belonging to 

staff being parked all day. Our PCSO, Sue Jones, is very aware of the challenges 

and will be helping us to manage the situation. 
 

Work is well underway on developing plans for full re-instatement of the Junior 

site in Dinton. Nothing is finalised or agreed yet and even when building work 

does begin it will almost certainly be at least April next year before anything is 

completed. 
 

Finally, do please contact the school (291206) or myself (290647) should you 

have specific concerns. Meanwhile our top priority is to continue to ensure that 

all the children in our care continue to get the best education and support that 

we can give them. 

 

Chris Blumer, Chairman of Governors  

 

If you are an organisation or society in 

Cuddington  and would like to submit 

an application for funds from the Fete 

Proceeds for 2011,  please request a 

form from Jennifer Schram de Jong on 

01844291501  or if you have received 

a form but have not yet submitted it to 

the Committee,  please do so as soon 

as possible to: 

 

Jennifer Schram de Jong at Larden, 

Spicketts Lane Cuddington.   The 

date of the Fete Committee AGM 

will be announced in next month's 

Village Voice 

Continued from page 6… 
 

She persuaded them to sign the appro-

priate papers and on reaching India 

was posted to Kandy, Ceylon to 

Mountbatten‘s Allied Command.  
 

Conditions were primitive and basic 

both at work and in the billets. 

Heather was promoted to sergeant and 

one Saturday night received a message 

about Japanese troop movements. 

With great difficulty she located a sen-

ior officer at H.Q. in order to impart 

the information. A week later the of-

ficer sought her out and was able to 

tell her that as a result we had ―Got 

the buggers‖, an accolade indeed. 
 

Following further adventures Heather 

returned to England in February 1946, 

a journey in a converted Sterling 

bomber peppered with flack holes as 

big as a fist which took 9 days. Today 

the same journey takes 9 hours. 
 

Heather‘s account of this time in her 

life was lively and impressive making 

many of us sorry we had not been a 

part of it. The F.A.N.Y.s exist today as 

Princess Royal‘s Volunteer Corps but 

have not given up their iconic name 

which although causing much amuse-

ment and innuendo over the years they 

are justifiably proud of. 

Saturday 19th November 

Cuddington Social Club 

7.30pm start 

Tables of 6 £6 a head 

Including Supper. 

  

To pre book your table contact  

Lorraine Ray 290606 
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On Tuesday afternoon, September 13th , The W.I. met again after 

their Summer Break. During the business section of the meeting 

Miss Sue Stonham was welcomed as a potential new member, and 

members were told that their copper collection had resulted in £100 

to be sent to the Young Carers , and all agreed that next year‟s collection should 

be similarly donated. 
 

The speaker for the afternoon was Mr. Mervyn Edwards whose subject was 

“Policing the Construction of the Newbury By-Pass”. As Mr. Edwards had been 

the police officer in charge of this operation he was able to give us a very vivid 

picture of the problems involved. He told us that even before the work had begun 

protestors had constructed their tree houses. Getting these protestors down was 

one problem, but a second proved even more difficult. When Naturalists discov-

ered that a habitat for a very rare breed of small snails was on the route all work 

was stopped by an injunction from the High Court in London and it was only 

after a very expensive delay of 3 months that this problem was resolved by the 

very careful removal of the entire habitat (and its inhab-

itants) to a locality off the proposed route. 

 

Mr. Edwards told us that after 3 years the 9½ miles by-

pass had been completed on time, and Newbury was 

freed from the horrendous hold-ups caused mainly by 

large lorries on their way to and from the Southampton 

docks. 

 

The interest shown in this talk was expressed by Rose-

mary Bradbury in her vote of thanks and was also clear 

from the many questions asked later over cups of tea.     

We are still looking 

for co-ordinators 

to help with the 

NHW scheme 

throughout the 

village.  

 

 

We particularly need help in Bernard 

Close and Bridgeway. 

 

If you are able and would like to help,  

and preferably have use of a computer,  

please contact : 

 

Jennifer Schram de Jong : 01844 

291501 

email:  jschramdejong@yahoo.co.uk 

 

Cuddington and Dinton 
Church of England School 

 

Open Mornings 

 

Is your child starting school in Sep-
tember 2012? 
 

Were they born between the 1st 
September 2007 and 31st August 
2008? 
 

We would like to invite you to our 
open morning sessions to come 
and see our exciting village school 
in Cuddington. We look forward to 
seeing you. 
 
Open Mornings: 
Thursday 13th October  10.30 – 
11.00 a.m. 
Thursday 3rd November  10.30 – 
11.00 a.m. 
 
For further information about the 
school please look at our website. 
For further information about ad-

mission to primary schools please 

look at the Bucks County Council 

website. 

Continued from page 5… 
 

 a change of style with Perez Prado‘s mambo ―Guaglione‖ (familiar to Guin-

ness drinkers). H for Haydn (first movement of The Lark), then on to Duke El-

lington‘s jazzy ―It don‘t mean a thing/If it ain‘t got that swing‖ ( I ), then an-

other modern classic, Karl Jenkins‘ ―Palladio‖. ―L‖ provided ―La Vie en 

Rose‖ by Louiguy (whose real name begins with G, but so what?). Then, still 

away from pure classical, the quartet performed the James Bond theme by 

Monty Norman, thus disposing of  M and N.. And the final piece before the in-

terval was the almost classical tune ―O Sole Mio‖ by di Capua. 
 

There was a pleasant interval with canapés and wine and a few words from 

Fiona Carr about the Kampala Music School. The money raised will go to-

wards new school buildings; the whole project  relies entirely on donations. 
 

The second part of the concert commenced with ―La Sicilienne‖, written either 

by Maria Theresa von Paradis (or much later by Samuel Dushkin) but either 

way a delightful start to part 2. And that in turn by  an extract from  Queen‘ s 

Bohemian Rhapsody. R ― was Berlioz‘s Rakoczy March, then Saint-Saens‘ 

beautiful ―Swan‖, then of course Tchaikovsky ( Swan Lake waltz). ―U are my 

sunshine as sung by Stevie Wonder disposing of two more letters, Vaughn Wil-

liams (Greensleeves) got rid of V and W,  Handel‘s largo from Xerxes helped us 

on, and how many of you know that the penultimate  ―Tea for Two‖ was written 

by Vincent Youmens? 
 

And the last item was a bit of heavy rock, ―Stairway to Heaven‖, a hit 

for………Led Zeppelin. 
 

So it all amounted to a great variety of imaginative music, hugely enjoyed  by 

the appreciative audience, who left the Church not knowing quite what to hum. 

Thanks to all who helped in any way for a most enjoyable evening. 
 

This delightful quartet is returning to give us a programme of Christmas Mu-

sic on December 10th  so make sure you keep this date free. 

 

Mervyn Edwards. 
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Some of July’s rain fell on fête day 

Cuddington in 

Bloom outside 

Bernard Hall 

July & August 2011 

  

Although the summer of 2011 had a few ‗brief 

moments‘ of warm and sunny days, overall it 

will not be remembered as a good summer. 

Cuddington‘s mean summer temperature (2000-

2010) is 16.6 deg C (62F) – compared to this 

mean, 2011 was a rather poor 15.6 deg C, 

(60F) not too dissimilar with the summer of 

2007 (15.9 deg C, 61F). The very best we‘ve 

had in the last ten years was 2006 (18.2 deg C, 

65F). 

  

Daytime maximum air temperatures in July and 

August averaged 21.6 (71F) and 21.0 (70F) deg 

Celsius respectively; the eleven year average 

for both months is 22.4 deg Celsius (72F).  

Night time air minimum temperatures averaged 

10.5 deg Celsius (51F) and 11.1 deg Celsius 

(52F) respectively – the long term average for 

both months is 11.8 deg Celsius (53F).  

  

The actual highest day time air maxima, for 

July and August, occurred on the 4th (26.1 deg 

C, 79F) and 1st (29.0 deg C, 84F), respectively. 

The lowest day time air maxima for July and  

August, occurred on the 13th (17.7 deg C, 64F) 

and 26th (15.2 deg C, 59F), respectively. The 

actual highest night time air minima for July 

and August occurred on the 27th (13.6 deg C, 

57F)  

and 1st (15.3 deg C, 59F), respectively; and the 

lowest, 1st (5.4 deg C, 42F) and 19th (6.7 deg 

C, 44F), respectively. 

  

It should come as no surprise that sunshine 

amounts were dismal for both months. July re-

ceived 129.31 hours of bright sunshine (37% 

below normal).  

August received 107.98 hours (44% below nor-

mal). 

  

July‘s rainfall accumulation was below aver-

age, receiving 41.9 mm (1.65 in), the 13 year 

average is 53.0 mm (2.09 in). This rainfall 

dearth continued into August with a total accu-

mulation of 62.1 mm (2.44 in), the average be-

ing 67.6mm (2.66 in).  

  

Cuddington‘s 2011 rainfall total so far (to Au-

gust) is currently running 20% below average.  

  

Sean Clarke  

October 
Wednesday 5th   7.30 p.m.  Parish Council Meeting 

 

Saturday        8th    6.45 p.m. Harvest Supper in Bernard Hall   

     (see page  3) 

Sunday          9th   10 am &6pm      Harvest Festival Services in St. Nicholas 

Monday       10th   7.30 p.m.          Gardening Club  Talk by Ken Burras on 

     “Gardens of the Cotswolds”. 

Tuesday       11th    10.30 a.m.        Harvest Coffee Morning in St. Nicholas 

     (see page  4)   

Tuesday       11th     2.30 p.m.         W.I. Talk by Jennifer Schram de Jong 

     on “A Little Zambian School” 

Friday          14th      7.00 p.m.        “A Taster Day” at Methodist Church  

     (see page  3) 

Saturday      15th      10.00 a.m.      “A Taster Day” at Methodist Church  

     (see page 3 ) 

Tuesday      18th      7.30 p.m.        History Society   “Bluestockings”  

Tuesday      25th   7.30-11 a.m.      Refuse Freighter in Playing Fields Car 

     Park 

   

November 

Wednesday  2nd      7.30 p.m.      Parish Council Meeting 

Monday       7th       7.30 p.m.      Gardening Club  Talk on Planting for 

     Winter Colour    

Tuesday       8th       2.30 p.m.     W.I. Talk by John Fortgang “The Windy 

     side of the Law” 

Saturday     12th     2-4.30 p.m.   Traditional  Christmas Fayre in the Ber

     nard Hall 

Saturday     12th      7.30 p.m.      Quiz in the Cuddington Social Club  

     (see page 7) 

Sunday       13th      6.00 p.m.     Evening Service for Remembrance Sun

     day at St Nicholas  

Tuesday     15th      7.30 p.m.     History Society “Christmas Miscellany”

  

Saturday     19th      7.30 p.m.      Wine Tasting in the Bernard Hall  

     (see page 4 ) 

Friday         25th      6.30 p.m.      “Pinocchio” in the Bernard Hall  

 

Congratulations to the following Cuddington students who are now going 

on to further education: 
 

Jesse Bolton to read Modern and Medieval Languages at St. Catherine‘s  

College, Cambridge 
 

Sophie Davidson ---Law at the Anglia Ruskin University in Cambridge 
 

Henry Gibson—a gap year for future to be decided 
 

Isabella Keeping---Geography at Loughborough University 
 

William Stonham –Natural Sciences at Durham University   
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Whilst September 

marks the begin-

ning of the autumn 

the garden is still 

looking good with 

plenty of colour 

provided by Rud-

beckia Goldsturm”, 

vivid yellow dai-

sies with a black 

cone commonly 

named “Black-eyed Susan”, the Japanese anemones, 

good for dry shade, Aconitum carmichaelli, tall and 

dark blue, not forgetting the red hot pokers putting on 

a showy display in the corner of the “hot border”. 

 

On the side of the house under the drawing room win-

dow and in front of the conservatory, the verbena bon-

ariensis, its tall stems  underplanted with hardy plum-

bago, cleome, cosmos and the shrubby Salvia micro-

phylla look particularly stunning interspersed with the 

foliage of the melianthus, the recovering myrtle, the 

variegated yucca, and the Euphorbia mellifera.  

 

However, September is undoubtedly the month of the 

Sedums. As well as the favourite “Autumn Joy” we 

have a slightly larger variety, S matrona, with darker 

edges to the leaves which look good with the foliage of 

the purple Cotinus behind it. Sedum “Red Cauli” is of 

striking appearance as it hangs over a low wall and 

then there‟s S “Purple Emperor” with its small very 

dark foliage. This year we bought S “Gooseberry 

Fool” to add to our collection; pale 

green in colour it has been a bit of a dis-

appointment! 

 

Some of the roses have flowered all 

summer and are still flowering, the bril-

liant red climber attached to the wrought 

iron fence and the rambler “Phyllis 

Bide” which has vicious thorns and will 

be left to do its own thing over the front 

wall.  The modern shrub roses 

“Ballerina” and “Rhapsody in Blue” are 

also performing well giving out a con-

tinuous flow of flower heads.   

 

The autumn flowering bulbs have now 

popped up from nowhere, the nerines 

and colchicums together with the cycla-

men hederifolium. Thinking ahead we 

are now in the process of ordering bulbs 

for the spring - dwarf narcissus “Jenny” 

and “Peeping Tom” for around the new 

porch, more Allium “Purple Sensation” 

for the herbaceous borders and an or-

ange lily tulip which should look good 

amongst the emerging hostas in May.  

 

That is the thing about gardening - it‟s 

the eager anticipation of what‟s to come 

and the planning of how to improve on 

what is there already. It keeps us garden-

ers on our toes and keeps us motivated 

into the next season.     James & Elsie 

Services at St. Nicholas 
(Churchwardens: Graham Carr, 290000and David Benson, 01296 433757)  

  

October 
2nd 10am  HOLY COMMUNION 
A modern Communion service with hymns. The children go to “Sunday Special” for part of 
the service. 

2nd 5pm  Tea and Prayer 
 

9th   HARVEST FESTIVAL 
 10am  Family Service 
 6pm  Special Evening Service 
 

16th 10am  HOLY COMMUNION 
A less formal modern communion service with hymns. The children go to “Sunday Special” 
for part of the service. 

 3.30pm FAMILY TOGETHER SERVICE 
See page 5 for details of the service 
 

23rd  10am  MORNING WORSHIP 
A service of worship and the word, with a mixture of traditional and modern hymns. Children 
go straight to Chattabox and the Grid in the Bernard Hall at 9.50am 

  

 11.15am HOLY COMMUNION 
A communion service with hymns according to the Book of Common Prayer 
 

30th 10am  MORNING WORSHIP & BAPTISM 
A service of worship and the word, with a mixture of traditional and modern hymns. Children 
go to “Sunday Special” for part of the service. 
 6.30pm BENEFICE EVENSONG 
A service with hymns, according to the Book of Common Prayer 
 

There is a service at 5.30 pm every Sunday evening at Cuddington Methodist Chapel. 

 

After a rather hectic Summer 

holiday I am pleased to report 

that all the children are happy in 

their new temporary one site 

school! The newly installed 

classrooms for the older children 

are fantastic and everybody seems to have settled on the Infant site.    
 

We also welcomed our new intake of Foundation children who will 

all be full time from 22nd September. This makes the school a com-

plete Combined School with children aged from 4 to 11. The oldest 

children are enjoying the responsibility of „buddying‟ the youngest 

children- taking care of them at Lunch and Playtimes. We also wel-

comed 2 new members of staff- Miss Helen Kenyon, who is the 

year 6 teacher, and Mrs Jo Pearce, who is supporting pupils in year 

6. 
 

On Friday 9th September we had a sponsored walk around Eythrope 

Park on the Waddesdon Estate.  It was well attended by parents, 

pupils, grandparents and Mr Tomson and myself. It was a superb 

end to the first week back to school! 
 

Thank you to all of you who had to put up with the disruption 

caused by the work to both the Junior and Infant sites. We truly 

appreciated your patience. 
 

May I take this opportunity to invite you to our Family Services on 

Monday 26th September, Monday 5th December and Monday 12th 

December at St Nicholas Church Cuddington. It is always lovely to 

see members of the village community. 
 

If any of you wish to help in school please contact Lisa Luff, 

School Administrator on 01844 291206. We are particularly 

looking for anyone who has librarian skills to help set up our 

new Junior Library. 

 

Mrs Kim Price 

Headteacher 


