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JULY 
2011 

 
VOLUME FOURTEEN 

 

CUDDINGTON  FETE 
to be held on Saturday, 9th July 

 
2 p.m.  GRAND  OPENING 

at the Bernard Hall 
 

by our special guest, Brendan Cole 
 

For this year's fête:  "HATS OFF TO CUDDINGTON"   we want you all to come 
wearing a favourite hat you enjoy wearing, a borrowed hat or a hat of your own 
design, no matter, but without your creations being too costly - ingenuity is the 
name of the game and, if like me you’re stuck for ideas, having become fixated 
on Princess Beatrice's wedding hat,  you could even buy one from the hat stall  -  
the emphasis is on FUN! The hat competition is on the Lower Green; judging 

(Continued on page 5) 

Sunday 24th July 2011  2pm-6pm 
 

On Sunday 24th July, five Cuddington gardens will 
be open to the public under the National Gardens 
Scheme, each offering its own very special de-
lights –  
 
33 Bernard Close (Tony & Georgina Orchard) 
“The accent is on colour with an amazing kaleido-
scope of annuals set in borders, beds, troughs, pots 
and hanging baskets.  Established shrubs and, 
would you believe it, the gardener’s double!” 
  

(Continued on page 8) 

Within the Queen’s Birthday Hon-
ours this year Sherry's MBE is 
awarded under the Diplomatic Ser-
vices and Overseas listing, for her 
many years work managing the 
Burma Forces Welfare Association 
(BFWA).  
The BFWA is a charity which raises 
money to distribute among the old 
soldiers of Burma who fought with 
the British during World War Two.  

(Continued on page 5) 

Important notice for 
householders 

 

Please remember, apart from vehicles 
delivering to stalls, all vehicles must 
be moved by 10.30 pm  from the fol-
lowing roads:  Holly Tree Lane, 
Spurt Street, and Upper and Lower 
Church Street. Church Close will 
also be closed during this time. 

 

Roads  will  remain  closed  until  
about  5 pm to 5.30 pm 

 

Parking will be available at the 
Cuddington Playing Fields Car park 

33 Bernard Close from the 
last opening 

Sherry Scott visiting one of the old 
soldiers in Burma 

The photograph above  is of last 
year’s fete taken from the church 

tower by Chris Long. 
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Graham Carr writes: 
 
So many people comment on how friendly a village Cuddington is. We have certainly found 
it so. There is no need for anyone living here to feel lonely, even if they live alone. True, you 
need to get out of the house and for some that is hard. But for those who are house-bound, 
The Friends from St Nicholas are able and willing to help out with transport and are able to 

visit you. Please let folks in the Church know via 291313. For myself, I find every time I go into the village shop 
(or have my hair cut!) or walk through the village to see someone, I meet and greet and often pass the time of day 
with another villager: it’s wonderful and it’s a privilege to live here! Hats off  to Cuddington! 
 
When we first moved into the village, as non-Anglicans we thought we’d try other churches in the area rather than a 
mere village church. However, we were so warmly welcomed into St Nicholas, that we have never wanted to wor-
ship God regularly anywhere else. Others have found this too, especially those not too locked into a particular mode 
of worship. After all, Jesus Christ is the central person of History (he was “born” some 2011 years ago!) and it is in 
relating with Him that all of life becomes integrated and complete, and all our joys and sorrows, challenges and 
plans make sense in the big-picture of life. And we meet with Him in Church as well as elsewhere. So maybe we 
can also say “Hats off to St Nicholas!”. 
 
Having said all this, we are aware that our little church needs to do more by our young people in the village. Young 
people need young people, and the draw of sports and other apparently more exciting activities, let alone the busy-
ness of all younger parents added to the culture of secular humanism, is a huge challenge to every village church. 
But having said that, we do provide for children and young people of all ages every Sunday, and now we are look-
ing afresh at how we may be able to do this more effectively. Please let us know what more you think St Nicholas 
should be doing and write to or phone the Church Wardens about it – see  page 10 for ’phone numbers. 
 
One reason we can truly say “Hats off to Cuddington” is that God is the real centre of the village – whether we be-
lieve it or not – and so we can also say (if it’s not too shocking!): “Hats off to God”!!  
 
Enjoy the Fete on 9th July: see you there! 

Thought for the month 
 

The visit on Tuesday, 21st June, of the Oakland Girls’ Choir  was a great success 
in many different ways. For those who remembered the curate of 17 years ago it 
was a delight to meet Jonathan Millard again, and for the 12 families who 
gave hospitality to the 30 members  of the choir and their supporters it turned  
out to be a wonderful experience of getting to know these enthusiastic young  
people from the other side of the Atlantic. This hospitality gave many of the 
girls, whose ages ranged from 12 to 18, their first experience of staying in an 
English home, and from letters of thanks left behind it was clear it was one 
they will long remember. 
 
The concert itself was enjoyed by a full church and comments received since 
show the appreciation not only of the singing itself, but of the professional discipline shown by the girls from the moment, 
dressed in their black gowns, they moved up to the platform along the two side aisles and throughout the programme where 
the close relationship between conductor, pianist and choir was most apparent. 
 
Variety in the songs of subject matter and style was much appreciated and the superb dancing of the choir’s guest choreogra-
pher was a highlight of the evening. 
 
Delicious refreshments and the opportunity for audience and choir  to mingle ended the very memorable occasion, and very 
many thanks are due to Jonathan Millard for bringing the choir to Cuddington at the start of their fortnight’s itinerary round 
Britain, and to Caroline Stonham and her team for organising this occasion.  
This visit of the choir would, we believe, to have been in line with their vision “to improve the lives of our choir members and 
the people they encounter by seeking unity, creating harmony and sharing beauty.” 
Our photographs show some of the choir and Jonathan, their tour organiser. 

Members of the choir and 
Jonathan Millard, left. 
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Wildlife photography competition 
Entries have now officially closed for the Wildlife Photography Com-
petition, but if you were going to enter and have everything ready, we 
will accept late entries up to July 6th: post an envelope containing the 
pictures, entry form and fee through the door of Vulcan House, Holly 

Tree Lane. People’s favourite image will be voted for at the Fete, so come to our 
stall and vote! 
 

Many thanks to the 16 people who completed and returned their Garden Watch 
forms in May. The results have now been collated and are published on the Cud-
dington Website as a PDF that you can download. We are also delighted that our 
school took part and 25 enthusiastic children submitted their forms completed in 
and around the churchyard. The results have not been included in the main report 
as they were not gathered on the same day, but it is wonderful that young chil-
dren are being inspired by their teacher in this way and I hope that we can build 
on this. 
 

In summary, we had responses from the 4 corners of the village, but mostly cen-
tred around Aylesbury Road to Lower Church Street. We would really love to 
have more responses from the south end of the village next time please – I regu-
larly walk along Bernard Close and the surrounding area and see plenty, includ-
ing kites, chaffinches, tits and so on. 
Totals spotted were: 

Pigeons – 63; Sparrows – 50; Blackbirds – 41; Star-
lings – 25; Collard Doves – 21; Rooks – 18; Robins – 
18; Blue Tits – 17; Goldfinches – 13; Chaffinches – 
11. Other birds were thrush, great tit, dunnock, green-
finch, magpie, wren, coal tit, house martin, bullfinch, 
buzzard, red kites of course, swifts and house martins. 
A cuckoo was spotted in Spicketts Lane, which has 
been seen by several people and heard by many – very 
welcome as their population has decreased by 70%.  
Other vertebrates included greater crested newts and 
frogs in a garden in Lwr Church Street, rabbits, grey 
squirrels and a bat. A total of 35 different species were 
recorded. 
 

The village has a population of about 4 red kites, which were observed 16 times 
on the day, which is why only birds landing are really recordable. There were 
also a lot of swifts and martins swooping through the air, but very difficult to 
count and identify.  
 

If there is the support, we will do another garden watch in the autumn and will 
definitely have a follow up next Spring. Please do take part as this information is 
important and valuable. 
 

Cuddington Fête 
Greener Cuddington will have a stand where we hope to display your photo-
graphs, and we will have our treasure hunt and more garden watch results. 
Doug Kennedy, 01844 290602.  

As a school boy Ivor came to live in 
Clapton House, Spurt Street  with his 
parents. In 1955  he married Audrey 
and they lived first in Clapton Cottage, 
where they brought up their family, 
then in a bungalow , built by Ivor,  
finally moving to Nunhayes in 1978. 

 
The announce-
ment of Ivor’s 
death in the 
Bucks Herald 
referred to him 
as “Of Cudding-
ton”---a very 
appropriate way 
to describe a 
man who had 
not only lived in 

this village for most of his life, but 
involved himself in many different 
village activities. He was particularly 
interested in the Playing Fields Club 
House from its beginnings—in interest 
which remained with him for the rest 
of his life. It was only a few months 
ago that, as President of the Club 
House he chaired a very important 
meeting. 
 

In spite of Ivor’s many business inter-
ests it was his family which was the 
most important part of his life, and this 
close relationship was very apparent in 
his funeral service. 
 

This service, in St. Nicholas Church 
conducted by the Rev. Helen Barnes, 
was attended by a full church of 
friends and neighbours, but it was 
above all a family event. Ivor’s three 
sons and his oldest grandson carried 
his coffin from the churchyard gate to 
the front of the church, and later in the 
service these three sons lovingly, and 
often amusingly, gave a detailed ac-
count of their father’s life. A cousin 
read a poem and there was a very 
moving tribute from the six year old 
son of Ivor’s daughter, Sarah. Tommy 
had told his mother that he wanted to 
read a poem expressing his love for his 
grandfather. Sarah wrote some lines 
expressing what Tommy had said he 
wanted, and he read the lines with 
complete confidence. 
 

After the interment in Cuddington 
churchyard it was appropriate that the 
family should entertain their guests in 
Nunhayes’ beautiful garden –a garden 
planned and much loved by Ivor. 

 
Tommy’s Poem         My Grandad 
 
My Grandad liked to write a poem 
In any card or letter,  
So I have written one for him,  
Don’t think it’s any better! 
My Grandad built houses,  
He built them good and strong. 
He even built one for me 
When I first came along. 
We loved to go to Portugal  

And play upon the sand 
I flew my kite and went out at night 
Holding on to Grandad’s hand. 
He helped me plant my seeds and beans, 
He knew how to keep things growing. 
He did so many things for me  
without me even knowing. 
My Grandad was a funny man, 
He made me laugh a lot. 
So raise a smile and give a cheer 
He will never be forgot. 
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Florence Nightingale is usually seen as a kindly, almost 
angelic nurse, ministering to wounded soldiers during the 
Crimean War.  Florence did indeed exercise considerable 
care for her patients, but as Maryon Pates, our speaker at 
the History Society’s June meeting, was at pains to point 
out, after the episode in the hospital wards of Scutari, she 
returned home to set about improving Victorian public 
health and developing the nursing profession. 
 

She had a forceful person-
ality and used her contacts 
in society to lobby succes-
sive politicians who some-
times tried to avoid her!  
She believed in producing 
evidence and all her cam-
paigns were underwritten 
with a massive bank of 
statistics.  Indeed she is 
credited with inventing the 
pie-chart as a method of 
illustrating figures. 

 
Florence’s campaigns included involvement in the Royal 
Commission of 1858, which improved the care of soldiers 
in the British army.  She also designed a plan for the layout 
of hospitals, which offered good hygiene and ventilation.  
In 1871 St Thomas’ Hospital in London opened with 558 
beds.  Later she turned her attention to the health of soldiers 
in India and contributed greatly to improvements.  She was 
determined to raise the standards in the nursing profession 
and set up a training school with an appropriate curriculum.  
Florence campaigned to improve 
conditions in workhouses and also 
instituted the provision of district 
nurses. 
 
Florence Nightingale had financial 
resources from her father to fund her 
campaigns.  She never married – 
although she was not above feminine 
cajolery to ensure male politicians 
saw things her way.  She could be 
brusque and was driven by a burning 
desire for reform.  Her health gradu-
ally deteriorated and she became 
increasingly bedridden before she 
died in 1910, aged 90.  She was un-
doubtedly egocentric.  Her relations 
with her family were uneasy, but 
after her sister married Sir Henry Verney, she often came to 
Claydon House, where photographs and a lock of her hair 
still reside. 
 
Like many great reformers, Florence was obsessive and 
single-minded with a strong belief in her mission under-
pinned by religious conviction.  She worked tirelessly for 
her chosen reforms at no small cost to herself. 
 
Our speaker and society secretary, Maryon, was warmly 
thanked for her well-researched presentation with fascinat-
ing insights informed by her former experience as a nurse. 

The visit to Lady Verney’s private gar-
dens at Claydon House was our June 
outing. We arrived in a squall but this 
soon abated and it turned out to be a 
lovely afternoon.  We were shown round 
by the Head Gardener Darren Bullock - 
see picture below. 

 
The garden was 
first created in 
1763 for the 2nd 
Earl Verney and 
sits in 3 ½ acres 
which have been 
developed over 
the past few years.  
A new Rose Gar-
den was created in 
2006 and contains 
mostly Scottish 

roses to celebrate the family’s Scottish connection.  The pool 
garden with its water lilies has been planted with herbaceous 
borders and there is a Ruby Border containing plants given to 
Sir Ralph and Lady Mary on the occasion of the 40th Wed-
ding Anniversary.  
Ellin’s Rest is a small summerhouse adjacent to the ruby 
border. 
 
The 2 acre Victorian walled kitchen garden is devoted to 
growing natural, chemical-free vegetables, heritage fruit 
trees and flowers for the house.  The vegetables are produced 
for the Verneys and any residual goes to the restaurant, 

Winslow Farmers’ Market and the 
small shop in the courtyard. Sea-
sonal produce from the garden is 
available to buy.  A huge variety of 
vegetables are grown including 22 
varieties of squash! The 19th Century 
Victorian greenhouse was restored in 
2004 using the original design. 
 
The Florence Nightingale garden 
was planted last year to celebrate 
Florence Nightingale’s family con-
nection with Claydon. She was a 
regular visitor there and herself a 
keen gardener and last year was the 
centenary of her death.  It has a rep-
resentation of the Florence Nightin-
gale medal in box. This is a gem of a 

garden in a stunning position with beautiful vistas. 
 
The next outing for the Gardening Club is an evening visit to 
the Walled Garden at Eythrope on Tuesday 5th   July. 
 
Anybody who is kindly donating plants and fresh garden 
produce for the Fête on 9th July it would be very helpful if 
you could take them to Great Stone House (Jeane Oke) on 
Thursday 7th July or by 10.15 a.m. on Friday 8th July; other-
wise please take your offerings on the morning of the fête to 
the Gardening Club stall in Lower Church Street from 10.30 
a.m. and no later than 11.30 a.m.  Thank You. 

Florence Nightingale at Claydon House 
with a group of nurses 
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at 1.30 pm  -   with groups for all ages - so no risk of we  
oldies being beaten by an enchanting toddler this year - so 
come along and have a go!   After the procession,  the fête 
will be opened officially by our   special guest BRENDAN 
COLE of Strictly Come Dancing Fame, who will also 
present the prizes, so, let the FUN begin! 
 

Gardeners in the know, make for the Gardening Club stall  
where bargains sell like hot cakes;  speaking of cakes,  the 
cake and jam stalls are always the first to sell out so hold 
on to your hat and run.  If you are a cake-loving jammy 
gardener you have a problem!   Still, you can always try 
Guessing the Weight of the Cake!    Having bought your 
cakes and plants,  if you haven't had lunch, make for the 
BBQ and then, suitably fortified for the afternoon ahead, 
off you go again! 
 

Great skill is a required,  but hooking a duck or racing a 
penguin is a must!  Those of you who partake of a drink 
now and then can spin a bottle; try the bottle tombola;  
and/or Guess the Weight of the Firkin  -  a small wooden 
cask used for storing liquids, butter and even fish - but pref-
erably not all at once!   If all else fails, make your way to 
the bar and have a restorative Pimms or Beer to drown 
your sorrows! 
 

The Human Fruit Machine is hilarious and the odds are 
good at the various tombolas. When you've quite worn 
yourselves out shopping, tried the BB gun, won a coconut 
(or not) and had a go at  hooking yet another duck,  you 
can have your face painted and then it's off to Tyringham 
Hall for a delicious cup of tea and cakes. 
 

When you thought things couldn't get any better, at 3 p.m. 
along comes the Auction with some fantastic lots - family 

Cuddington Fête 
(Continued from page 1) 

tickets for Waddesdon Manor,   dinner for two at Annie Bai-
leys and the Dinton Hermit, the chance to spend time with Bill 
Heiney at his radio show in Oxford, to name but a few.  If you 
have to miss the Auction, this year bids can even be left with 
our Chairman, Jayne Davidson - Tel: 01844 299149. 
 

In all the excitement of the day, do not forget to buy your 
tickets for the Grand Draw at 4.15 pm - first prize of £100 
plus other great prizes.  Tickets can be purchased from now 
onwards from Denise's and Les at the Village Shop 
 

It only remains for you to come with family and friends 
and enjoy yourselves! 
 
Collecting your donations for the Fête 
 

We are nearly there, and by the time you read this, fête day 
will be practically over!!    We have begun our house to house 
collections and some of you have been more than generous.   
However, to make the fête a rip roaring success, we do NEED 
MORE donations towards our fete stalls, in particular for : 
 

General Tombola and Bottles for the Bottle Tombola 
Baskets and fillers for the Basket Tombola 
Soft toys and Teddies for the Teddy Tombola 
Bric a Brac / White Elephant; Toys for the Toy Stall 
Nearly New and Hats Books  and    Cakes     Etc  Etc  Etc 
 

Items can be left with Denise's  or  Jayne  at Wychen both in 
Spurt Street or Jennifer at Larden in Spicketts Lane  and 
Yvette at The Malt House.    
We will also collect, just call : 
 

Jayne  -  299149, Jennifer  -  291501, Brenda  -  290633      
Yvette  -  291310, Ian   -    295845, Zoe   -   291349 
 

If you would like to help at the fête,  there is still time so 
please get in touch! 

 “Out and About” 
Family Service 

 

Sunday July 10th 
Do come and join us at one or more of the 
following: 
 

    10.00   - starting  in Church 
    10.15  -  on the Lower Green 
    10.30  -  at the top of Bernard Close 
    10 45  -  on the Upper Green 
    11.00  -  back to the Church  for 
  refreshments. 
 

We welcome you!  

Four Thousand old soldiers still survive, most of them without any means 
of income  surviving on hand outs. They have no support from the Bur-
mese Authorities, and successive UK Governments have ignored them 
since Burma achieved its indendence in 1948. Their only financial sup-
port is the money Sherry is able to take to them. She visits Burma every 
year to oversee the distribution of the monies and audit the books. During 
her many years visiting the old soldiers she quickly realized the need for 
some medical support. There now are 10 Sherry Scott Clinics offering 
basic medical care throughout Burma. She has personally taken with her 
to Burma 12 microscopes. The microscopes have saved, and are saving 
the lives of many children who would have died of malaria without early 
diagnosis. 
 

Sherry was in Burma two weeks after the Tsunami handing out water 
purifying tablets, seeing for herself the damage and destruction to report 
back to the BBC. She has been responsible for finding the finance to con-
struct 3 small hydro electric schemes in the north of Burma bringing 
light and power to 3 villages for the first time. 
 

She continues to work tirelessly for the old soldiers to bring some dignity 
to the last few years of their lives. To this end one of the events she holds 
is the annual Burma Forces Welfare Lunch in the Gardens of her own 
home Tyringham Hall. It attracts 120 to 150 people and brings in much 
needed funding. If you would like to be included in this year’s lunch 
please telephone Sherry 01844 291526. Sherry would like to take this 
opportunity to thank all the people in the village of Cuddington who have 
supported this event over the years. 

Sherry Scott 
(Continued from page 1) 

Last year’s “Out and About”. 
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The following is a report on the meeting held on 31st May 2011 
 
Present:  
 
Tony Orchard, Amanda Ward, Nick Ward, 
Rosemary Bradbury, Dodge Walker, Pam 
Kilarski, Jennifer Schram de Jong, John 
Fortgang, Clive Adcock, Matthew Giorgi, 
Sarah McKeown, Viv Birkby, Ken Birkby 
 
 

Summary of key points:  
 

So far.. 
1st May opening event went very well.   
Cricket club have used boules during last two games, for families to play.  
3 sets of coloured boules for children have been purchased.  Tic Toc to have le 
sons on 3rd June. 

 

Availability 
Piste available at all times,  for anyone, unless there is a match or a Boules club  
night.  
Publicise in V V and on website (VB to organise website info) 
If using own sets, leave piste in good condition 
 

 

Club? 
Yes. Essential to contribute to upkeep/replacement. 
Wednesday evenings from 7.00pm - bar open earlier than 8.00pm if possible? 
Fees - £5 per annum, per adult of 18 yrs and over. 

 

Organising committee –  
VB to put info on website.  
 
Committee will meet to progress things. 
Amanda Ward, 290398 amanda.ward@virgin.net  12 Swanhill 
John Fortgang, 291880 jfortgang@gmail.com Bay Tree cottage, 
          Aylesbury Rd 
Tony Orchard, 290558 33 Bernard Close 
Matthew Georgi, 292699 matthewgiorgi@hotmail.com 14 Swanhill 

 

Access 
Boules, rake, kiddies boules and rules in Cricket Club shed. (nearest to Pavilion) 
Keys for outside club night – Denise’s, KB, Nibby, Cricket Club 
Suggestion – club members pay £5 for a key, refundable if handed back.  
Committee to discuss with CPFA, as shed houses other equipment 
Current 8 sets of boules were £60 on ebay.  Suggest making info available for 
others to buy their own. 

 

Other events 
Play on cricket match days 
Open play 
Challenge Chearsley, 3 teams of three people, 2nd July, start 2.00pm.  
Refreshments tbc.  
Tony Orchard to contact Nic Brown, Chairman Chearsley PC. 
1st May weekend to be an annual boules event 

 

Publicising events 
Committee to put articles VV  
Article to include ‘no cycling, no dogs on boules piste’ 
 

Table storage 
Current chain and padlock belong to KB 
KB to investigate longer chain 
Grass has been seeded near boules piste and edge of path. KB 
to discuss mowing with Carl. 

AGM Minutes:  The draft minutes of 
the CPFA Annual General Meeting on 
7th June are available at the Club 
house, and on the village website 
 

Trustee of the CPFA: 
At the meeting, it was agreed to ask 
for volunteers for the role of trustee.  
In accordance with the CPFA Consti-
tution, the CPFA Council must appoint 
trustees, no less that two and no more 
than four.  There are currently two 
trustees - Frank Crowdy and Will Sla-
ter.  The list of trustees’ responsibili-
ties is long, but the key areas are that 
trustees: 
• Are responsible for the general 

control and management of the 
administration of the charity.   

• Have, and must accept, ultimate 
responsibility for directing the 
affairs of the charity 

• Must ensure it is solvent, well-
run, and delivers the charitable 
outcomes for the benefit of the 
public for which it has been set 
up. 

• Must ensure the charity com-
plies with Charity Law 

 

For further information about the role, 
please contact Viv Birkby or see http://
www.charity-commission.gov.uk/
Publications/cc3.aspx  
 

Junior Council Members:  If any of 
the young people in the village are 
interested in being on the CPFA Coun-
cil, please contact Viv.  There have 
been no volunteers for the second year 
running – which is a shame as it is a 
great opportunity to have your say. 
 

 Viv Birkby, Hon Secretary  

The Cuddington Youth Club which 
was run by Vanda Goddard and 
Thelma Parry was terminated in 2009 
owing to lack of response and parental 
help. 
The accounts and a sum of money in 
credit, kept in a Building Society Ac-
count have been handed over to John 
Luckett to be kept in a holding account 
awaiting a decision as to its future. 
 
Vanda and Thelma would like to thank 
everyone concerned for their past sup-
port. 
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Peggy Cattell’s talk to the 
W. I.’s June meeting was 
about Cuddington’s inhabi-
tants who over the years 
have been involved in im-

portant national and international 
events. She began by describing the 
work of the Cuddington-born monk, 
James Holyman, who played a crucial 
role in the religious conflicts of the 
sixteenth century.  

Twentieth century conflicts were be-
tween large landowners and walkers 
in the north of England, and here it 
was Tom Stephenson, an inhabitant of 
Cuddington for the last 23 of his 94 
years who was not only a leader of 
those who finally  acquired  “the right 
to roam”  but  he also provided the 
inspiration  for the Pennine Way,  pic-
tured above. 
 

Other Cuddington people were in-
volved in events outside this country; 
Peggy referred to all those who fought 
throughout the world in the twentieth 
century wars, and she described the 
work of three inhabitants, all of whom 
have been honoured with the award of 
an M.B.E. Before he became Vicar of 
Cuddington in 1963 the Rev. Dr. 
Arkell while a Commissioner in the 
Sudan was responsible for freeing  
men who had been victims of the slave 
trade. 
 

Fiona Carr’s M.B.E. was for services 
to Music in Uganda, the Music School 
in Kampala is a monument to her per-
severance, and it is in Burma that 
Sherry Scott’s work has this year 
earned her the M.B.E. (as described 
elsewhere in Village Voice).  
 

Lydia Woodford expressed the appre-
ciation of her fellow members for an 
engrossing talk which could well be 
thought of as an example of  “Hats Off 
to Cuddington” 

In this the 400th anniversary year some residents of Cud-
dington have, in recent months, had opportunities to learn 
more of the “Making of the King James Version” 
 

A talk in Haddenham church 
Dr. Marilyn Lewis, who has made a special study of Bible 
translations, spoke on the above subject. In her fascinating 
talk she gave details of the many early translations into 

Greek and Latin as well as the sixteenth century translations into English and 
how this led to the King James Version which has been such an influence in this 
country. She spoke of the many different revisions and translations in the last 400 
years and saw this as a continuum throughout the centuries from Biblical times 
up to the present day.  
 

An exhibition in Oxford 
James Stonham writes  “Some of the 47 scholars who worked on the translation 
were located in Oxford. As part of the celebrations of the 400th anniversary of the 
most printed book in the English language the Bodleian library in Oxford is stag-
ing a fascinating free exhibition until 4th September. Various  rare texts are on 
display including one of the earlier English translations annotated by the a trans-
lator working on the King James translation. It is well worth a visit.” 
 For information visit :-http://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/bodley/about/exhibitions 

 

A talk on board ship 
James Frost explained that while he and Elsie were on a Mediterranean cruise 
they were  fortunate to have with them  the former Bishop of Bristol, the Rt Rev 
Barry Rogerson, who celebrated Holy Communion on board ship. The topic of 
his sermon that Sunday morning was the history of the King James Bible and he 
gave James  permission to repeat what he said so we include extracts from that 
talk. 
 

“The Hampton Court Conference was called by James I in 1604 and as a result a 
new common Bible was to be prepared. A Bible which Anglicans and Puritans 
could accept. A Bible which alone would be read in churches throughout the 
land. The task was given to six companies, all of which comprised both Puritans, 
Bishops and Bishops’ men. The clue to their work was that the  translations were 
read out so that the right rhythms and cadences could be agreed. 
 

In 1611, the King gave the Royal Authority for the Bible to be printed by Robert 
Barker, the King’s Printer and placed in every church. Miles Smith, Bishop of 
Gloucester, ironically in the Preface made it clear that this was not a new transla-
tion, but to make out of many good ones, one principal good one. ‘Whatsoever is 
sound already … the same will shine as gold more brightly, being rubbed and 
polished.’ 
 

We recognise and celebrate the King James Version of the Bible as our national, 
religious and cultural heritage. As Melvyn Bragg in The Adventure of English 
wrote, ‘English at last had God on its side.’”  

The number of people visiting the village web-
site hit an all-time record in May, with 1,234 
visits to the site from 725 different people.  
Over 4,200 website pages were viewed during 
the month. 

 

Over the past few weeks it’s been great to see just how much use St. Nicholas’ 
Church is making of the website, with a number of articles and features includ-
ing details of forthcoming services and church rosters.  Many of the congrega-
tion are now website members, taking advantage of the automatic alerts by 
email as soon as there’s a new article or calendar event. 
 

To join the website costs nothing and takes only a couple of minutes – select 
‘Your Cuddington’ from the menu and click ‘Sign up as a Website Member’.  
www.cuddingtonvillage.com 

 



8 

A reminder that there is to be another Women’s Breakfast in church on Saturday, 
July 16th. Last September’s occasion is still remembered with great enthusiasm. 

This month’s talk promises to be 
equally thought-provoking. Sarah de 
Carvalho, the founder of  the UK 
Christian Charity “Happy Child”,is 
to speak on her charity’s work rescu-
ing and rehabilitating street children 
in Brazil. 
 

Tickets at £5 for the talk preceded by 
a delicious breakfast are obtainable 
from Celia Bochmuehl  (01844 
290754) or Jane Giles ( 01944 
292038) 

The Old Place (Michael and Julia Straiton) 
“Partially walled 1½-acre garden surrounding ancient cottage.  Mixed beds and 
lawns with glass and willow sculptures.  Stunning valley view.” 
 
The Old Rectory (James & Elsie  Frost) 
“Fine example of an early Victorian rectory.  3-acre garden, specimen trees and 
shrubs.  Herbaceous, hosta and late summer beds, 23metre long canal and ter-
race, rockery, long shrub-lined drive, wild flower meadow, stunning views. Entry 
by pedestrian gate opposite playing field.” 
 
Tibby’s Cottage (Anthony & Evelyn Hatch) 
“Cottage garden surrounding charming 400yr old thatched cottage. Natural 
limestone spring-fed stream running to bog garden and pool. Lovely views 
across fields to Nether Winchendon. Magnificent gunnera manicata and hostas.” 
 
Tyringham Hall (Sherry Scott and Phil Johnson) 
“Medieval house that will be partly open.  Flower filled patios, large lawns, her-
baceous borders.  Mature trees, bog area featuring water garden with ducks.  
Raised beds with organic vegetables.” 
 
The gardens will be open from 2pm to 
6pm and can all be accessed within a 
circular walk. 
Entry will be £5.(children free) to cover 
all five gardens.  This ‘gate’ money will 
go direct to the NGS who, in turn, will 
distribute funds to national charities 
including Macmillan Nurses, Marie Cu-
rie Cancer Care, Help the Hospices and 
Cross Roads Care.   
 
In 2009, Cuddington garden openers 
were proud to send the sum of £3,523. 
to the NGS.  We hope we can send a substantial sum again this year.  
Teas will be served at The Bernard Hall in aid of their own funds and also in the 
garden at Tyringham Hall in aid of  Sunshine Club funds.  
The church will, of course, be open and a plant stall will be provided by Pasture 
Farm Plants of Longwick who will be donating 10% of their sales to NGS. 
Free car parking will be at the Playing Field. 
We hope that villagers will take this opportunity to visit and enjoy the open gar-
dens and will forgive any inconvenience caused by the influx of visitors, remem-
bering that all monies taken will be going to very special charities.   

Gardens Open 
(Continued from page 1) 

Land’s End to 
John O’Groats 

Bike Ride in 
memory of 

Karen Adkins 
 

In memory of his late wife, Karen, 
Steve Adkins plans  to cycle from 
Land's End to John O' Groats, starting 
on July 9th and completing the ride on 
July 29th.  
 

He is hoping to raise £1000 for “ Life-
blood”  the Thrombosis Awareness 
Charity. Sponsors would be much ap-
preciated. Forms are available in the 
village shop and in  Denise's, or spon-
sorship is possible through the web-
site: 
http://www.justgiving.com/Steve-
Adkins 

The plant stall at 2009’s Gardens Open 

On Wednesday evening 
June 22nd  Maggie Waters, 
who has on other occa-
sions shown her selection 
of Traidcraft goods, was 
in the Playing Fields Club 

Room with a table piled up not only 
with food but also with such articles as 
jewellery, scarves etc.. Visitors to the 
Club Room, some especially there for 
the occasion, enjoyed a glass of wine 
and a chat while deciding which of the 
goods in front of them they wanted to 
buy. 
 
Maggie is now well known as the local 
representative of Traidcraft and any-
thing you want  if she hasn’t it in stock 
she will get it for you. In addition the 
Village Stores keep a good selection of 
coffees, teas, and bars of chocolate all 
bearing the familiar symbol of “Fair 
Trade”, which of course is also on the 
food sold through Traidcraft. Many 
people in Cuddington already look for 
this sign which is also to be found on 
some goods in Super Markets – if you 
haven’t already sampled them do try 
some----the quality is high and you 
would be supporting some of the 
world’s most poverty- stricken people. 
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Wings over Cuddington 
The overall temperature for May was a 
little above average, however, coupled 
to the fact that sunshine was slightly 
below average made the month feel 
unexceptional. 

Rainfall was well below average; how-
ever, it was still much wetter than 
April. 
 
Daytime maximum air temperatures in 
May averaged 18.5 deg C (65F); the 
eleven year average is 17.6 deg C 
(64F). Night time air minimum tem-
peratures averaged 7.3 deg Celsius 
(45F); the long term average is 7.2 deg 
Celsius (45F). 
The actual highest day time air 
maxima, occurred on the 6th (25.0 deg 
C, 77F) and the lowest, 15th (14.9 deg 
C, 59F). The highest night time air 
minima occurred on the 8th (14.0 deg 
C, 57F) and the lowest, 4th (0.5 deg C, 
33F); the lowest grass temperature 
occurred at this time, (minus 4.9 deg 
C, 23F); there were  
a total of five ground frosts during the 
month. 
 
Total bright sunshine amounted to 
173.38 hours, about 10% below aver-
age. 
 
Only one noteworthy wind gust was 
recorded, that of 42 mph (68 kph) on 
the 24th. 
 
May was the third consecutive month 
with rainfall well below average, de-
spite this; very useful rain fell on sev-
eral days such as the 7th when 
12.6mm (0.50 in) was collected. The 
month as a whole accumulated 
39.4mm (1.55in) - the 13 year long 
term average is 56.1 (2.21 in). 
 
 Sean Clarke  

Two Cuddington residents, from Bridgeway, Richard Heason and Amy Ryan are 
organising the new Aylesbury Festival which will take place from 2nd to 17th July 
at venues around Aylesbury. 
Over the 16 days of the festival there will be almost 80 concerts, events and 
workshops involving international and national artists as well as local performers 
and community groups. The festival focuses on music, with all genres featured 
(classical, jazz, rock & pop, opera, folk, gospel, orchestral and world).  
Further details to be found on the enclosed flyer.  

On Saturday, June 11th a band of ringers from the 
Diocese successfully achieved a full peal. The 
bells rang out joyfully from 10 a.m. to 12.45 while 
the Union Jack flying from the Tower completed 
our celebration of this very special birthday. 

July 
Saturday 2nd 1.00 p.m.    Cricket and Boules Matches on the Playing Fields  
Tuesday 5th 6.30 p.m.      Gardening Club Visit to Eythorpe garden 
Wednesday 6th 7.30 p.m.  Parish Council Meeting 
Saturday 9th                       VILLAGE FETE   (see pages 1 & 5)  
Monday 11th 2.00 p.m.      Sunshine Club Garden Party at Tyringham Hall 
Tuesday 12th               W.I. Lunch Meeting 
Saturday 16th 8.30 a.m.     Women’s Breakfast in St. Nicholas  (see page 8) 
Saturday 16th 1.00 p.m.     Cricket Match on the Playing Fields 
Sunday 17th 2.45 p.m.      History Society Trip to Steam Railway 
Sunday 24th 2-6 p.m.       5 Gardens open for the National Gardens’ Scheme 
         (see pages 1 & 8) 
August 
Monday 1st 10-12.30p.m.   Play around the Parishes   Activities for 
         1-11 years in the playing Fields 
Wednesday 3rd 7.30 p.m.  Parish Council Meeting 
Thursday 18th 10-12.30p.m. (Play around the Parishes - Activities for 
& Tuesday 23rd      (  1-11 years on the playing Fields 

Much wetter than April! 

Saturday, September 3rd  7.30 p.m.  Concert in St Nicholas Church 
Trillium with Contralto, Flute and Piano 

In aid of Utugi Street Children, Kenya 
 

Saturday, November 12th     Christmas Fayre  in the Bernard Hall 
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Yet another exciting 
month at the school.  
The Infant children 
had a superb time sing-
ing around the village, 
handing posies of 
flowers to onlookers 

and then dancing on the school playground. A wonderful time 
was had by all and it was lovely to see friendly resident faces 
supporting the children (see picture below). 

 

On the Junior site we had 
a whole school Teddy 
Bears’ picnic where we 
raised money for Action 
for Children. The high-
light for the children was 
the raffle and the ice 
cream van! I have to ad-
mit I did have the largest 
ice cream. 
 

We have had lots of edu-
cational activities recently. The year 2 children went to Green 
Park for a maths trail and Chiltern Open Air Museum for a 
Victorian morning.  A group of children went to Sir Henry 
Floyd to receive sporting certificates and our year 5 children 
had an enjoyable Kwik Cricket match against a local school. 
 

As a school we came second in the ‘Carbon Contest’, an en-
ergy saving exercise for local schools. We had an assembly to 
celebrate our achievements and received some books about the 
environment and an energy monitor. A big thank you to our 
parents who registered for the event. 
 

We are having our Family service on Monday 27th June at St 
Nicholas Church. As ever, it would be lovely to see you there. 
 

Mrs Kim Price, Headteacher 

June is the month when 
the garden fulfils its ear-
lier promise and, in the 
words of the song, “it’s 
bursting out all over”. 
The roses this year have 
benefited from the cold 
winter and are producing 
a really marvellous and 
prolonged display. As we 
cut back the lupins, the 

vertical accents in the flower beds are now provided by 
the foxgloves and delphiniums.  The early summer peren-
nials such as the hardy geraniums, astrantia, lychnis, 
irises (pictured) and salvia nemorosa give a continuing 
and colourful show. 
 

On 13th June we hosted the Hardy Plant Society for their 
Cheese and Wine Party; it was a lovely warm evening and 
members were able to sit round the canal terrace, taking 
in the scent of lavender and enjoying the sound of the wa-
ter rippling over the old York stone. The flow of water in 
the canal has been a boon to the birds during the dry 
weather. 
 

As most of you will know, we are opening this year for the 
NGS on 24th July and so the pressure is on to keep the 
colour going - we’ve planted good old cosmos as well as 
dark leaf dahlias. The hanging baskets are now in position 
and the troughs and containers potted up with tender 
plants such as zonal geraniums, petunias and fuchsias. 
 

We have also had a section of the drive border replanted 
with evergreen shrubs and sadly, we’ve said farewell to 
the bay trees and bottle brush which did not recover from 

the harsh winter. The jury is still out on 
the cordylines, but on a happier note 
the myrtle and olearia have sprouted 
from the bottom and are putting on new 
growth. 
 

The wild flower meadow is a treat to 
behold - cornflower, poppies and corn 
cockle are growing through the corn 
camomile and ox-eye daisies and 
clumps of knapweed cover the field. 
The lack of bees and butterflies is very 
noticeable and worrying.    
 

The rain has certainly given the garden 
a new lease of life, but we could do 
without the relentless wind!             
 

 James & Elsie 

 
Services at St. Nicholas 

(Churchwardens: David Benson 01296 433757 and Graham Carr 290000)  
July 

 

3rd 10.00 am   HOLY COMMUNION 
  A modern Communion Service with hymns. The children go to  
  “Sunday Special” for part of the service 
  5 pm Tea and Prayer 
 

10th 10.00 am   “OUT AND ABOUT” FAMILY SERVICE  
  See page 5 for details 
 

17th 10.00 am   HOLY COMMUNION 
   A less formal modern Communion Service with hymns. 
   The children go to Sunday Special for part of the Service  
   
24th 10.00 am MORNING WORSHIP 
     A service of worship and the word, with a mixture of 
   traditional and modern hymns. The children go to Sunday Special 
  for part of the Service    

 11.15 am   HOLY COMMUNION 
  A communion service with hymns, according to the  
                 Book of Common Prayer. 
 
31st 10.00 am MORNING WORSHIP 
  With a speaker from “Wycliffe Bible Translators” 
  The children go to Sunday Special for part of the Service  
 
 

There is a service at 5.30 pm every Sunday evening at Cuddington Methodist Chapel. 

 

 


