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largely explained by beginner’s luck. 
Gradually a vague understanding of the 
rules began to emerge, players began to 
hold the boule in the correct way by 
bending your wrist like this and spinning 
the boule like that, so that the boules 
began to land relatively close to their 
cochonnet.  
Then it was time for lunch, or dejeuner 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Despite lots of publicity and encouragement, only seven people stood for 
the Parish Council elections.  As the Council is made up of a total of 
seven councillors, all the candidates were elected, unopposed, without the 
need for a ballot on 5th May. 
 

The Parish Councillors for this new four-year term are:- 
Ken Birkby   292921 ken@vivsemmens.force9.co.uk 
Frank Crowdy  290510 t.crowdy@btinternet.com 
Matthew Giorgi  292699 matthewgiorgi@hotmail.com 
Jim Hayward   292295 jimhayward@btinternet.com 
Doug Kennedy  290602 dgkennedy@alloverde.com 
Jennifer Schram de Jong 291501 jschramdejong@yahoo.co.uk 
Stephen Turner  291312 drturner@psa-online.com 
 

The Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer to the Council is:- 
Venetia Davies  290616 venetia.davies@talktalk.net 
 

At the Annual General Meeting of the Parish Council, held on Weds 11th 
May, Ken Birkby was elected Chairman for the year and Jim Hayward the 
Vice Chairman.  Matthew and Doug are new to the Council, whilst the 

(Continued on page 6) 

Anyone sauntering past the playing field on 
Sunday 1st May would have made a double 
take at what they saw and could well have 
thought they had inadvertently gone to France. 
For gathered there in the sunshine (see above) 
were a great many unmistakeably French peo-
ple, clad in their national costume of stripey 

tops and berets, shrug-
ging gallically  - and 
playing their national 
sport of boules. 
In truth, however, it was 
that quintessential Eng-
lish village of Cudding-
ton at play. The new sil-
ver boules flashed in the 
sun as every one dis-
played their expertise, 

Don’t forget the Cuddington Play-
ing Field Association Annual Gen-
eral Meeting will be held at 7.30pm 
on 7th June in the Clubhouse.  Do 

come along. 
 

Viv Birkby Hon Secretary  

Fete day is Saturday 9th July and 
there is a full article on page 5 de-
scribing just how you can help—do 

please read it and do what you can to 
help! 

 
Jennifer Schram de Jong  

Best Kept Village judging will be tak-
ing place any time in June, so do 
please do your bit to ensure the  

village is looking at its best at all 
times! 

 
Jim Hayward 

Stephanie and Ken 

Play in progress 
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Jonathan Hawkins writes 
 
As May gives way to June we pass through the three ‘Rogations Days’ of 30th and 31st May and 1st 
June. These were the days when traditionally, people in a parish would ‘Beat the Bounds’ which 
involved walking the parish boundary while praying for the land and people within the parish. It 

was historically important to ensure that people knew where the boundaries were and boys would literally beat the 
parish boundary markers with green branches of birch or willow, sometimes being beaten themselves to ensure they 
remembered! 
 
The prayer and responses set out below would be one of many, together with hymns, used during Rogation Days. It 
reminds us that, however technologically advanced we have become, we are still reliant on God for those essentials 
that nurture us, for the sun that warms us and gives us energy and which plants use to convert into food, for rain that 
quenches our thirst and enables all living things to grow. 
 
Grant favourable weather, temperate rains and fruitful seasons, that there may be food and drink for all creatures.  
Hear us, good Lord. 
Bestow your blessing upon the lands and waters, and all who work upon them, to bring forth food and all things need-
ful for your people.  
Hear us, good Lord. 
Prosper all who care for the earth, the water, and the air, that the riches of your creation may abound from age to age.  
Hear us, good Lord. 
 
We have delighted in good weather over recent weeks but the Centre for Ecology and Hydrology has recently warned 
that we face a summer of drought due to the lack of rain in April in particular, so a prayer for temperate rains might 
very well be appropriate. The odd spring in Spurt Street and a few frogs in Frog Lane might not be a bad thing to hope 
for! 

Thought for the Month  

sur l’herbe, and we all munched delicious French 
pate and fromage, provided by Ken and Viv Birkby 
by which they raised £126 for the PFA. 
The highlight was the formal opening  of the piste 
by Cuddington’s celebrated French lady from the 
Crown, M’amselle Stephanie. For her speech she 
lapsed into her native French, a joy to hear, if not to 
understand, then for those of us whose French is a 
bit rusty she gave us the English version. 
Then it was back to throwing the boules, only now, 
with the confidence of practice, they all landed in 
the road. 
The afternoon ended with a competition between a 
number of hastily assembled teams. It was difficult 
to see whether the rules were actually being ob-
served but it didn’t matter much as all present were 
clearly enjoying the whole thing. 
So  if you weren’t there, give it a go, otherwise you 
won’t be able to hold your head up in polite Cud-
dington society which henceforth will expect eve-
ryone to discuss the subject knowledgeably. A 
meeting is about to be held to discuss arrangements 
as to how you may access the boules from the pa-
vilion so that you can get lobbing.  Bonne Chance! 
 
 John Fortgang 

Boules 
(Continued from page 1) 

Some of you will remember with affection our former curate Jona-
than Millard who is now Rector of a large church in Pittsburgh, 
USA. In June he is bringing ‘The Oaklands Girls’ Choir’ to Eng-
land to sing at a variety of venues including St Paul’s Cathedral and 
Bath Abbey. They will per-
form in Cuddington Church 
on Tuesday 21st   June. 
There will be 30 girls be-
tween 12 -18 and 14 parents 
and this will be the first 
time most of them have 
been to the UK.  
Our concert on 21st June 
will include both sacred and 
secular works by Benjamin 
Britten, George Gershwin 
and a number of modern 
composers. This promises to 
be an exciting evening and 
everyone is invited to at-
tend. Tickets (which are 
free) are available from 
Myles and Caroline Saker. 
There will an interval with 
delicious refreshments and a 
retiring collection.  

 
Village Voice is published by the 

Cuddington Parochial Church Council 
as a service to the community 

Editorial Team 
Peggy & Nan Cattell - 291313 

e-mail: Cattelln@aol.com 
Chris Blumer - 290647 

e-mail: chrisblumer@blumer.co.uk 
John Fortgang - 291880 

e-mail: johnfortgang@googlemail.com 
For advertising, please contact: 

Felicity Hilder - 290951 
Caroline Thompson - 291485 
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Being without my car and having taken my Goddaughter home to Aylesbury by 
bus, I decided to walk back to Cuddington. I reached the start of the Thame path 
at seven thirty on this beautiful May evening. The sign said “Lower Winchendon 
4 miles”, so I guessed it would be the same to Bernard Close via the bridge be-
low Ridge Barn Farm. 
I saw no one and as I neared the bridge came to a field of cows with calves. I’m 
not very brave with cows but 15 years of long distance walking have taught me 
that if you treat them with respect all will be well. I did a quick risk assessment, 
noted that the herd was calm and began walking towards a gap in the opposite 
hedge. Half way across the field I was hailed from behind by a loud “Hallo”. I 
turned to see 4 horse riders at the gate, returned the greeting and, making con-
versation, asked if the foot path was routed through the gap. 
Now I pay lip service to being a grey haired old lady but know myself to be capa-
ble and intrepid. For me it is entirely rational to be walking along a path I am 
not familiar with, alone at dusk. 

Picture how I must have appeared to 
those four young riders. I was wearing 
a voluminous skirt, a storm jacket, on 
my shoulder were a couple of empty 
cloth shopping bags, across my chest a 
small, tatty, crochet bag containing 
purse, phone and tissues, I walk with a 
slight limp and I’d asked the way. 
“Where are you going Madam?” the 
lead rider asked 
“To Cuddington” 
“To Cuddington! That’s a mile and a 
half.” 
“No it’s not I only have to go over the 
bridge and down the bridle path.” 
At this point there was the sound of a 
quad bike, the cows got up and started 
to move about, I headed for the fence. 
I feel safer by a fence. 
The cows started running towards me 
with intent, one of the girl riders 
shouted instruction to the quad biker 

to head the cows away from me. This achieved, the poor animals stampeded 
through the gap in the hedge. 
The riders came up to me. The leader, on a magnificent grey beast, asked where I 
had come from – Aylesbury - and again where I was going. I confessed my cow-
ardice in the presence of cows and he offered that they should give me a lift 
through the cows. 
I watched a lot of Westerns when young and wondered if I was to ride with him. 
Perhaps he would catch me around the waist and throw me behind him – I could 
hear the music swelling…... 
“It seems like cheating but thank you” I replied 
“James will give you a lift on the quad bike Madam.” 
So I went over to James and following instruction rode pillion, voluminous skirt 
and all. 
James asked where I had been, this time I gave a better account adding that I am 
a long distance walker. 
The cows settled. The riders, James and I reached the bridge and I got off to fin-
ish my walk. Dodgy knee forgotten I was on and off that bike like a 20 year old 
I think James repeated my story which reassured these young people that I was 
not a lost, demented, old woman. 
Whoever you are, Horse Riders and James, thank you for your help, your con-
cern and for giving me such a fun adventure.                                                             
 
 Maryon Pates  
 
In reply to our request for contributions this delightful account was sent...thank 
you Maryon. We hope others will respond in future. Ed. 

The speaker the W.I.’s 
May meeting was Caro-
line Thompson (pictured 
below) who recently rep-
resented her fellow W.I. 
members at two impor-

tant meetings and this was the occa-
sion for her to report her findings. 
 
The Annual Council Meeting was held 
in Aylesbury’s new Waterside Theatre 
and Caroline commented how splendid 
the venue was for the occasion: ample 
room for everyone, a wide space for 
showing off W.I. entries for the latest 
competition and theatre staff on hand 
to make sure light and sound appli-
ances etc. were working correctly.  
 
Caroline found the whole day very 
worth-while - three good speakers and 
an excellent display by children of the 
Trap Door performing Arts School as 
well as the usual good W.I. organisa-
tion of the business meeting This in-
cluded the putting forward of a resolu-
tion, too late for this year but to be put 
forward for next year, entitled “A Fair 
deal for Stroke Patients”.   
 

 The second meeting Caroline had 
attended was one of the two Resolu-
tions Meetings. Caroline described in 
detail the comments made about the 
two resolutions, one of which will 
eventually be taken to the Annual 
Meeting in Liverpool. It was then the 
turn of Cuddington W.I. to discuss and 
then vote on the two resolutions. Total 
agreement was expressed for the plea 
for help with local libraries and a ma-
jority voted against Mega Farming. 
 

Meryl Stevens expressed the ap-
preciation of the meeting for the 
lucid and interesting way in which 
Caroline had so vividly described 
these meetings. 
 
Earlier in the meeting it had been 
agreed that instead of a Garden 
meeting in July members would 
have lunch together at the Shilling-
ford Bridge Hotel  

 

Frisky cows and a quad bike. 
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Year Of Wildlife: Time to Get Involved! 
 

Cuddington Wildlife Photography Competition 
Entry forms are now available for the Cuddington Wildlife Photogra-
phy Competition, which is open to everyone:  download your form 
from the website or collect one from Denise’s Hairdressing or the Cud-

dington Shop. We are accepting original photographs (that is, taken by yourself) 
of any wildlife subject within one mile of Cuddington, and each person can enter 
up to 5 images.  
There are three classes: Adult, Under 18 and Under 12, which will be judged by 
Frederic Desmette (http://www.fredericdesmette.com/), and the best will be dis-
played at the Cuddington Fete where the an overall winner will be chosen. 

 

Farming Sustainably Around Cuddington:  Tuesday June 14th at 8pm 
Don’t miss the talk By Alistair Brookes, Farms Manager of The Waddesdon Es-
tate, at the Bernard Hall about the Waddesdon Estate’s approach to farming and 
land management, and how they have achieved the highest level of Environ-
mental Stewardship. 
 

The talk will be followed by a workshop where villagers can look at ways to get 
more involved with the land that surrounds us, with a view to improving local 
wildlife and biodiversity. 
 

The Cuddington Garden Watch Results 
Forms are still being returned, but to date we can tell you the following: 
 ?   The most common birds are blackbirds, sparrows, starlings, pigeons (a 
 mixture of wood and feral) and robins – we can’t be clear as to  precise 
 identifications. Blue tits and chaffinches also feature a lot, with swifts and 
 red kites flying overhead. 
 ?  One person has greater crested newts in their garden – beautiful 
 creatures, and quite rare. 
 ?   A total of 33 species, 30 of them birds, were spotted. 
 ?   A cuckoo has been heard in the village but no-one seems to have 
 spotted it.  
 

Many thanks to those who have returned completed forms, and if there are any 
remaining please do drop them into my house or to the shop. Further results will 
be reported in the coming weeks, and we hope to add to the knowledge gained 
with further surveys. 
 

Further information from the village website or from Doug Kennedy 01844 
290602 or dgkennedy@alloverde.com 

Colin Oakes made a greatly antici-
pated return to tell the History Society 
about “The Verneys of Buckingham-
shire”. 
Colin’s interest was first aroused in the 
family as a school boy when he ques-
tioned a master on who “Verney 
House” was named after. The story of 
Edmund Verney, standard bearer to 
Charles 1st, who lost his life at the Bat-
tle of Edge Hill 1642, was recounted 
to us with all the ghoulish zeal of that 
school boy. 
The Verney family is recorded as be-
ing in Buckinghamshire from the 14th 
century, with Verneys known to have 
been born in Fleet Marston in the 11th 
century. This influential family had its 
fair share of good men, rouges and 
eccentrics three of whom Colin se-
lected as being of the most influential 
on the present day. 
The first two were father and son, 
Ralph and Jack, who amassed the larg-
est collection of personal letters and 
documents of the 17th and 18th centu-
ries in the world. These lay undis-
turbed in a wainscoted room at Clay-
don House until they were found by 
Harry Calvert (who changed his name 
by royal warrant to Verney) when he 
inherited the House in the 19th century. 
Harry recognised the value of these 

papers which were examined and ar-
ranged by his second wife, Parthenope 
Nightingale. Today, we were told, all 
accounts of the English Civil War re-
fer to these documents. 
The influence of the Verney family in 
Buckinghamshire is evident by many 
roads named after them, there were 
two railway stations, Verney Junction 
and Calvert, that also bear witness, and 
although Calvert station is derelict the 
line is still used to transport waste to 
the landfill site. 
The National Trust now own Claydon 
House allowing us all access, a visit 
highly recommended by Colin. 
This brief account of the talk can not 
do justice to the enthusiasm and en-
ergy that Colin gave to his subject. 

There is something very uplifting when we ring our bells to celebrate National 
events like the recent Royal wedding and we know that Church bells up and 
down the country all pealed on that day. I am sure that this will happen again 
on Saturday June 11th when we wish the Duke of Edinburgh many Happy Re-
turns. On this occasion we welcome a band from the Diocese who will attempt 
a full peal starting at 10am and finishing by 12.45, if they are successful. I 
hope you enjoy the ringing.  
 
 Caroline Stonham 
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CUDDINGTON  FETE  
Saturday,  9th July, 2011 

at 1.30 p.m. 
 

Committee Members:     
Jayne - 299149   

Jennifer - 291501    
Yvette  -   291310       

Zoe   291 349    
Ian  -  295845   

Brenda  -  290633     
Rob  291690 

 

Your Fete Committee continues to work hard on making this year's fete a truly 
enjoyable day out,  but,  time is speeding by and fete day draws ever closer - only 
one more Village Voice to go -  ooh err!   Still the weather forecast remains good 
(which is perhaps even more scary, given the propensity of our forecasters to get 
it wrong - remember last year's sizzling summer we were promised and the snow 
in March?) 
No matter!    We have the following very important notices for you. 
 
1. Village Collections   -   We are collecting a little earlier this year,  to 
avoid disturbing you during Wimbledon;  committee members and friends will 
be coming round during the week beginning Monday 13th June through to the 
19th June.    If this is  inconvenient,  Denise has kindly agreed to accept items at 
the hairdressers or you can leave them with Jayne at Wychen Spurt Street or Jen-
nifer at Larden Spicketts Lane.   Committee members (above)  will also be happy 
to come and collect. 
 
2. Items we need   -   Nearly New (clothes etc) and Hats, Bags,  Beads and 
Baskets   Bric-a-Brac\White Elephant    Bottles,  jars and tins    Toiletries and 
other items for the Bottle,  Basket and General Tombolas and the Hamper    Toys  
Teddies and Cuddly Soft Toys   Books and CDs   Items suitable for prizes both 
for the Auction  and for  the various games and competitions   Cakes for the WI 
Stall and jam and sweets for the church stall  -  please bring these on the morning 
of the fete if possible.   Finally,  actually, we will probably take ANYTHING,  
except we do now have enough china for smashing!! 
 
3. Helpers   -   Although many of you have been great in offering help,   we 
do still need helpers   -  on the day to help with stalls,   in the morning to help 
collect tables, transport goods to stalls  and generally help to set up   - not forget-
ting putting everything away again,   and before hand with collections around the 
village.    
 
4. Road Closures  -  Advance notice for the roads that will be closed on the 
day: 
Upper Church Street  - Lower Church Street  -  Holly Tree Lane  -   Spurt 
Street 
 
5. Hat Competitions   -   There will not be a fancy dress competition as 
such this year - but that does not mean you cannot dress up!   With the theme of " 
Hats off to Cuddington "  -   we will be holding competitions in the following 
age groups for the  Best Hat :      5 and under  -  12 and under  -  18 and under  -  
and adults.   So please do get busy making yourself a hat  or polishing up your 
special hat  and enter into the spirit of the fete and have some fun.   Judging be-
gins at 1.30  p.m. on the Lower Green before the Procession which also starts 
on the Lower Green 
 
6. N.B.     If you cannot do any other of the above,  put the date in your 
diary and PLEASE come along and have a  good time anyway!    
 

         We look forward to seeing you all on Saturday, 9th July 

18 June - 3 July  
 
In the last two weeks of June every 
year over 400 artists and makers, in 
over 150 different venues across Buck-
inghamshire, open their studios and 
run exhibitions and events for the pub-
lic to visit. Many of these are very 
close to Cuddington, with over 30 art-
ists and makers showing in Hadden-
ham alone.  Bright yellow signs direct-
ing you to the venues will begin ap-
pearing very soon. 

It's a great opportunity to go behind 
the scenes, talk to artists first-hand, 
and see work in progress. Some venues 
also offer demonstrations or work-
shops. Others feature group exhibi-
tions, showcasing a wide range of arts 
and crafts. It is also a great chance to 
buy original art at below-gallery 
prices.  
 
Two Cuddington residents are taking 
part this year: Julia Straiton is show-
ing mixed-media textile work in Jor-
dans (brochure no. 113), and Jessica 
Ecott is showing contemporary glass 
work at Manor Farm Barn in Hadden-
ham (brochure no.176). Both would be 
delighted to see you at their events 
(please check opening days and times 
first). 
 
Details of all the artists can be found 
in the brochure, available from 
Denise’s.  
 
Venue details are also available to 
view on the web site 
www.bucksopenstudios.org.uk, where 
you can use the comprehensive search 
facility to find artists or venues by 
name, area or artform. 
 
 Jessica Ecott 

 

“Divide” - an example of 
Jessica Ecott’s work 
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C u d d i n g t o n  Y o u t h  
Drama’s Sharing of Tal-
ent Show on 21st May 
began what I hope is a 
new tradition for the 
group.  Each actor de-
cided what they would 
most like to work on and 
perform, and they pro-

duced a wonderful and im-
mensely varied programme to-
gether. 
Some sketches came from TV 
series like “Dad’s Army” and 
“Black Adder”; others were de-
vised situations full of hilarious, 
original characters. 
CYD members performed songs 
from the musical “Wicked”; by 
Adele, Elton John and Taylor 

Swift; and by our own musical director Gary Hawkins. Guitars, drums, 
the saxophone and the piano added impressive glimpses of talented 
musicians in the making!  One beautiful dancer took my breath away.  
Scenes from “Romeo and Juliet” and “The Prime of Miss Jean Bro-
die” were followed by tap dancers who charmed us with “Singing in 
the Rain”. 
The company finished with “To Dream the Impossible Dream” from 
the film “Man of La Mancha”, which they will perform again on Sat-
urday, 25th June at the Music, Art, Drama & Dance festival at Wad-
desdon Manor. 
   CYD would like to thank the village of Cuddington for being the 
place where all this talent is fostered and encouraged.  Your support is 
so vital – so encouraging!  Thank you CYD, youths and parents, for 
enriching all our lives! 
 

 Elaine English, CYD Principal 

other members have served in previous years. 
 

Following the successes of previous years, it is intended that the PC 
will have a number of working groups, involving members of the com-
munity, as well as Parish Councillors.  Some of these working groups 
already exist, such as the highly effective Website Working Group, but 
others may be new or reinvigorated.  Among those discussed at the 
meeting were Footpaths and the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee in 2012. 
 
The PC wants all people in the village to feel involved in what is going 
on and urge more people to come to the PC meetings held on the first 
Wednesday of every month in the School at 7.30pm.  In addition, talk 
to any of the councillors giving your views about what should be hap-
pening and how you can help. 

(Continued from page 1) 

Saturday May 14th was the date for a splendid 
concert in St. Nicholas Church, and the soloist 
and string quartet enjoyed a very warm welcome 
from a packed church. 
After a brief introduction from the clarinet  solo-
ist, Catriona Scott, we were treated to the lovely 
sounds of Mozart’s Clarinet Quintet  in A Minor, 
KV 581. The work, in four movements, was fa-
miliar to some of the audience – it was used in 
the final film of M*A*S*H* -- and it was pleas-
ing to hear and to see the manner in which the 
various themes were shared among the instru-
ments. There were beautiful runs, introduced by 
the clarinet,  which were passed from player to 
player, demanding nimble finger work, and in 
the case of the clarinettist, excellent breath con-
trol. This work is indeed lyrical and there was a 
stillness about the audience that signalled great 
enjoyment.  
During the interval there was a great buzz of 
conversation and excitement. So much had been 
enjoyed, and we looked forward to another musi-
cal treat from the string quartet 
We were not disappointed as the quartet – Mari-
ette Richter, Gillian Secret, Robert Secret and 
Julian Metzger – opened the first movement of 
Schubert’s String Quartet in A Minor opus 29. 
Here was sorrow and joy as the music swelled 
from minor to major keys and back again. The 
work is not as familiar as the Mozart, but the 
second movement “Rosamunde” is familiar to 
many musicians as there are transcripts of the 
theme for different instruments. Again, the rela-
tionship between the players was obvious as the 
different instruments took up themes from each 
other, as if in a musical conversation. This con-
cert was a fitting introduction to the season of 
“Music in Quiet Places”, and the applause at the 
end of the concert showed our great appreciation 
of the works we had heard, and of the work that 
had gone into it. 
A particularly appreciative part of the audience 
was composed of a group of aspiring string play-
ers who had been given reserved seats on the 
front row, they made good use of their vantage 
point by being engrossed in the music and in 
particular never taking their eyes off “their” in-
struments.  
We thank the Quartet and Soloist for their per-
formances and hope we will be included in the 
season next year. 

Our thanks also to Caroline Thompson and the 
Team for the fantastic spread they had prepared 
for the interval, and to Myles and Caroline Saker 
for their enthusiastic selling of so many tickets! 
Thanks are also due to Peter Wenham who, in 
spite of the threatening rain, valiantly took a 
group of 15 or so local history enthusiasts for a 
walk round the village before they attended the 
concert and this was much appreciated. 
 
 Jane Benson 

Cuddington Playing Field Club 
Presents a Race Night at the Playing Field Clubhouse 

On Saturday June 18th ...First race 7.30 p.m. 
Bar, Ploughman’s Buffet, Raffle 

Ticket Price £7.00 (including ploughman’s) 
For tickets call Trevor or Vanda on 292837 

Proceed to the Cuddington Playing Field Club 

 

 Performers at the talent Show 
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Doug Kennedy writes: 
I joined the CPC because I 
like to do my little bit to 
make the World a better 
place, and because it is giv-
ing something back to soci-
ety. This is a very lovely vil-
lage and if I can do some-
thing over the next few years 
to keep it that way, then it 
will have been worthwhile. 
 

My work in coordinating 
green initiatives across the 
local villages will hopefully 
benefit Cuddington people, 
for instance through saving 
money through controlling 
their energy consumption, 
and from greater involve-
ment with our local natural 
World. 
 

I run and walk on all of the 
local footpaths so have a 
very good handle on their 
state of maintenance and am 
looking forward to working 
with others to keep them up 
to standard and encourage 
their use. 
 

I have chaired committees 
and share Chairman Ken's 
preference for short meet-
ings that deal with the 
agenda efficiently and get 
things done. 

April 2011 was very 
warm, very sunny 
and very dry! The 
average monthly 
temperature was 
12.7 deg C (55F) 
compared with the 
long term average 
of 9.2 deg C (49F). 
It was by far the 
warmest April in my short 11 year series 
and according to Oxford’s records, Cud-
dington’s climate is a close match, it was 
the warmest April at least since the year 
1853.  
With climate change, record breaking 
months like this one will occur much more 
often in the future. 
 

Daytime maximum air temperatures in 
April averaged 19.2 deg C (67F); the eleven 
year average is 14.4 deg C (58F). Night 
time air minimum temperatures averaged 
6.2 deg Celsius (43F); the long term average 
is 4.1 deg Celsius (39F).  
The actual highest day time air maxima, 
occurred on the 23rd (28.1 deg C, 83F) and 
the lowest, 13th (12.0 deg C, 54F). The 
highest night time air minima occurred on 
the 11th (11.2 deg C, 52F) and the lowest, 
13th (1.4 deg C, 34F); the lowest grass tem-
perature occurred at this time, (minus 3.3 
deg C, 26F).  
 

Sunshine was well above average; 192.90 
hours of bright sunshine was recorded, 
nearly 30% above what you would normally 
expect. Only one noteworthy wind gust was 
recorded, that of 44 mph (71 kph) on the 
1st. 
 

April was yet another very dry month with 
only 4 days of significant rainfall giving a 
total of only 3.9 mm (0.15in) – the 13 year 
long term average is 49.9 mm (1.96in). 
However, April 2007 was even drier with 
only 1.7 mm (0.07in) for the month. 
  
Sky notes. 
On June 15th the full moon will rise in the 
south-east at 9.15 pm whilst totally eclipsed 
by the earth’s shadow. The moon’s light 
will be greatly diminished, initially making 
it difficult to detect in the strong twilight. 
However, as the sky darkens you will notice 
that its colour takes on a coppery hue be-
cause our atmosphere acts like a huge lens, 
focusing only red sunlight light onto the 
moon. At 10.02 pm the moon will begin to 
emerge from the shadow – you will notice a 
bright white patch of light appearing on the 
left hand side of the moon’s disc – by 11.02 
pm the eclipse will be over.  
Let’s hope for a clear sky. 
 

 Sean Clarke  

Barbara Strange who has recently died, aged 90, at her home in Wales taught 
at Cuddington School from 1966 to her retirement as Head Teacher in 1980. 
During these years Barbara lived with her husband Alf and their three chil-
dren in the School House. 
Barbara was a much loved teacher and she is remembered by past pupils and 
parents as an excellent teacher and one who provided a very happy environ-
ment in the school. 
Barbara’s own memories painted a similar picture: as part of her letter 
quoted in the Special School edition of Village Voice in 2006 she comments 
that “the school was a pleasure to teach in and perhaps the best thing about it 
was feeling a part of the community.”  She also described one of her particu-
larly happy memories:  “ On sunny days the children would take P.E. mats to 
sit on, and they would read under the apple trees.”----no wonder Barbara is 
remembered with such affection by her pupils. 
In addition to her work in the school Barbara played a leading role in village 
life. She was the first chairman of the newly formed Bernard Hall Manage-
ment Committee as well as being a founder member of the Friends from St. 
Nicholas to mention only two of her many activities. 
Even after 30 years living elsewhere Barbara still retained an interest in the 
village, and at her request  the monthly editions of Village Voice have kept 
her up to date with our activities. Barbara remembered Cuddington, and 
those of us who knew her retain with affection many happy memories of her 
years in the village.  

Doug Kennedy (left) and Matthew Giorgi 

Matthew Giorgi writes: 
I’ve been a proud Cuddingtonian for a 
relatively short time, having moved to 
the village with my partner in 2008. 
Since then we have become very at-
tached to this lovely, lively village and 
feel very settled and contented here.  
 
I was born in New Zealand, but grew up 
in Cookham in Berkshire where my fam-
ily moved to when I was five. I’ve done 
lots of different jobs over the years 
(postman, labourer , barman, data ana-
lyst, currently I work as an actuary) and 
lived in lots of different places in the UK 
and abroad but I’m now happy to call 
Cuddington home. In my spare time I 
enjoy doing a bit of garden mainte-
nance, tracing my family history and 
keeping my old Citroen on the road. 
 
I put myself forward for the Parish 
Council simply because I want to do my 
bit for this community and to ensure 
Cuddington continues to be such a great 
place to live. 
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Agnes Alton’s memorial on a St Nicholas 
Church window states that “She served God 
here by teaching from 1896 to 1964”.  She 
was born in Cuddington and lived here until 
her death at Rose Cottage in 1964. 
 
Agnes was energetic, brusque and deter-
mined.  She engendered strong reactions 
from her fellow villagers.  At the core of her 
life were three village institutions: the 
Church, the School and “The Crown”. 
 
She was indeed a pillar of St Nicholas 
Church.  She was a regular worshipper, a 
Sunday School teacher of durability (as her 
memorial proclaims), a church organist 
(until her sight failed) and a choir mistress 
who brooked no misbehaviour.  One of her 
singers recalls, “She only had to look at us 

and we behaved”.  It is fitting that there are two kneelers in the church today to 
celebrate her contribution. 
 
Education played a crucial role in Agnes’ life.  She attended the village school 
and showed such ability that upon reaching the leaving age she was appointed as 
a pupil teacher at the tender age of 14.  Eventually she qualified and taught here 
until 1922 when she was promoted to Haddenham County School as the teacher 
in charge of the infants.  She was regarded by generations of children as firm but 
fair.  She exercised control by her strong personality, her way with words and 
the use of a ruler on erring knuckles!  She retired from full-time teaching in 
1946.  An HMI report in that year commented  “Her contribution to the children 
has been of particular merit”.  It was rare for a teacher to be singled out for 
praise in these reports.  After retirement she returned as a supply teacher to 
cover staff absence at Cuddington School. 
 
Agnes was a frequent visitor to “The Crown”.  She walked along Spurt Street 
and entered by the back door, which is now blocked up.  She imbibed her 
“usual” – a half pint of beer with a tot of whisky – in a secluded room while the 
men drank and played dominoes in the public bar.  Agnes was gently chided by 
her family for being accident prone and somewhat unsteady on her feet!  For 
example twice she fell into trenches – once when telegraph poles were erected 
and again when new sewage pipes were dug! 
 
Agnes contributed in many ways to village life.  She ran the Brownies and Girl 
Guides, which met weekly at Tyringham Hall.  She often visited villagers at times 
of sickness or bereavement and had a working knowledge of First Aid.  She was 
a founder member of Cuddington Women’s Institute and was their first treasurer 
for 15 years until her death. 
 
At the end of her life Agnes demonstrated a fine sense of timing.  She had been 
married on Christmas Day 1914 to Harry Alton when he was on leave from the 
western front.  She died on Christmas Day 1964 after celebrating her golden 
wedding. 
 
She was buried in the churchyard a week later.  The vicar, the Rev. Anthony 
Arkell, paid tribute.  “There is not a branch of village life in which she is not 
sadly missed”.  Many villagers who knew her testify to her somewhat severe and 
dominant demeanour but recall her “heart of gold” and powerful sense of pur-
pose and willingness to contribute to the village and its people. 
 
 Peter Wenham 

Anthony Powell is a 
familiar face to the Gar-
dening Club and when 
he came to us for our 
May meeting his talk 
was entitled “Beautiful 
Kashmir”. 

 
The content of his talk centred on the 
1983 Kashmir Botanical Expedition 
which he joined and whose main ob-
jective was to collect the seeds of gar-
den worthy plants. 
 
It was a 2 ½ month long expedition 
which, given that it was 28 years ago, 
is still talked about and proved to be 
an extremely worthwhile project.  The 
political situation there today makes 
visiting Kashmir difficult and this was 
a good way of seeing a beautiful part 
of the world through Anthony’s illus-
trated talk as we travelled with him 
through the north and east of Kashmir. 
 
Short trips were made to the moun-
tains to identify and photograph the 
plants and then return at a later date to 
collect the seed heads. 
By collecting only a small number of 
seed heads from the plants the local 
plant population was not depleted. 
Records were kept of where they were 
collected and in what conditions they 
were grown for germination. A selec-
tion of the seeds gathered were marsh 
marigold, primulas orchids, aneno-
mies, honeysuckle, salvias, blue pop-
pies, rhododendrons alliums, iris, lil-
ies, euphorbias and aquilegias. One of 
the highlights of the trip was finding a 
paraacqualegia. There are strict guide-
lines for conservation of plants and 
seeds and the expedition was at pains 
to ensure that the collection and pres-
ervation of samples followed them. 

 
The evening was concluded with a 
Plant Swap which was successful and 
a good way of circulating plants 
 
In June our outing will be to Lady 
Verney’s private garden at Claydon 
House and our picture above gives a 
flavour of what to expect.  
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June roses which have 
appeared in May! 

The royal wed-
ding has been 
and gone - one 
more to go but 
probably this 
will be a very 
Scottish affair.   
There was no 
street party and 
there was a 
resounding nul 
points response 
to my note in 
VV, although 
post wedding complaints have been 
aired at the lack of celebrations! 
 

Now  (at least for me) there is  a much 
more important event coming up 
which I really do believe we should 
celebrate:  the Queen's Diamond 
Jubilee next year.    
 

A number of people have begun to ask 
me whether the Parish Council is plan-
ning any celebrations.   I put this to the 
Parish Council at its May meeting, and 
although the idea was not unanimously 
taken up,  it was suggested that I ask 
the village what it thinks and indeed 
whether it wishes to celebrate this 
extraordinary anniversary.     
 

Whatever you may think of the Royal 
Family in general,   I believe the 
Queen and Duke of Edinburgh stand 
above all the "goings on" over the 
years. Quite simply, they have devoted 
60 years of their marriage together, 
loyally and steadfastly serving our 
country, the Commonwealth and the 
people.  They have rarely, if ever put a 
foot wrong and  I think we should 
show our appreciation by celebrating 
this jubilee.      
 

Ten year's ago we celebrated the 
Golden Jubilee which was perhaps a 
little chilly but a good time was had by 
all nevertheless  -   I would say this 
wouldn't I !    If anyone does wish to 
celebrate this wonderful occasion to-
gether as a village,   please contact me 
or Venetia our Clerk (290616) and let 
us know how you feel, how you would 
like to celebrate and how you would 
like to help with the organisation.  We 
already have some ideas but more 
would be appreciated. 
 

Thank you!        
 

Jennifer Schram de Jong (291501) 

June 
Wednesday 1st 7.30 p.m.  Parish Council Meeting 
Saturday 4th 1.00 p.m.    Cricket Match on the Playing Fields 
Tuesday 7th 7.30 p.m.     Playing Fields Association A.G.M. 
Tuesday 14th 2.30 p.m.    W.I: Illustrated Talk by Peggy Cattell 
Wednesday 8th 2.30 p.m.   Gardening Club Visit to Claydon House Garden 
Tuesday 14th 8.00 p.m.    Talk on Farming Sustainability   (see page 4) 
Saturday 18th                        Summer Ball for School Funds in Nether 
     Winchendon 
Saturday 18th               Race Night at Playing Fields Club       
Tuesday 21st 7.30 p.m.     History Society “Florence Nightingale after the  
     Crimean War”   Maryon Pates 
Tuesday 21st 7.30 p.m.     Oakland Girls’ Choir in St. Nicholas   (see page 2) 
Saturday 25th 1.00 p.m.     Cricket Match on the Playing Fields 
Sunday 26th 3-5 p.m.       Cream Teas in aid of Utugi Street Children Kenya 
     in St. Mary’s Centre, Haddenham 
Thursday 30th 7.30 p.m.     Gentlemen’s Dining Club  in the Crown 
 

July 
Saturday 2nd 1.00 p.m.    Cricket Match on the Playing Fields  
Tuesday 5th 6.30 p.m.      Gardening Club Visit to Eythorpe garden 
Wednesday 6th 7.30 p.m.   Parish Council Meeting 
Saturday 9th                          Village Fête   (see page5)  
Monday 11th 1.00 p.m.      Sunshine Club Garden Party at Tyringham Hall 
Tuesday 12th                         W.I. Lunch Meeting 
Saturday 16th 8.30 a.m.       Women’s Breakfast in St. Nicholas  (see page 9) 
Saturday 16th 1.00 p.m.      Cricket Match on the Playing Fields 
Sunday 24th  2-6 p.m.       5 Gardens open for the National Gardens’ Scheme  

Women’s Breakfast: Saturday 16th July  
‘From tragedy to hope .. love making a difference 

to Brazil's street children’ 
 
By popular demand from those 
attending the successful and inspi-
rational Women’s Breakfast in the 
beautiful and peaceful surround-
ings of St Nicholas Church last 
September, St Nicholas Church is 
hosting a second breakfast on Sat-
urday 16th July from 8.30 am to 
10.00 am.  
 

Treat yourself to a continental 
breakfast and hear the story of 
Sarah de Carvalho, the founder of 

the UK Christian charity ‘Happy Child’ which seeks to rescue street children 
and children at risk in and around Brazil. Since its foundation in 1993, 8,500 
children have been rescued, rehabilitated and reintegrated back into their fami-
lies, schools and the community. More information is available at 
www.happychild.org. Sarah is the author of two enlightening and moving books 
‘The street children of Brazil’ and ‘Solomon’s Song’. Everyone is welcome. Tick-
ets £5 from Celia Bockmuehl 01844 290754 or Jane Giles 01844 292038 
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There’s no pleasing us gardeners! Too wet, too dry, too 
windy, too cold or just too hot. No wonder we talk about the 
weather so much. 
        
As we write this our main concern is the lack of rain over the 
past 2 to 3 months; whilst the garden has a drip-pipe irriga-
tion system it’s not the same as a steady amount of rain! I 
should mention that we only water the plants we do not water 
the grass which has to fend for itself. 
 
At the end of April we went on holiday and left the garden in 
a state of late spring with a show of tulips and forget-me-
nots. When we arrived home we found summer had arrived 
with lupins, irises and even roses in bloom (see picture)   - no 
“May gap” this year. With the exceptionally warm weather 
everything suddenly spurted into growth, the hardy gerani-
ums and catmint engulfed the dying foliage of the spring 
bulbs and the summer perennials are flowering well ahead of 
normal.  

 
The wild flower 
meadow looks mag-
nificent with the 
yellow rattle, butter 
cups, ox-eye daisies 
and birds’ foot tre-
foil. There’s a great 
clump of corn 
camomile just about 
to burst its buds. 

 
Before leaving we only just caught the flowering of our 
handkerchief tree, the tree peonies and the Judas tree. How-

ever the Pipthanthus (evergreen labur-
num) is still flowering as is the Vibur-
num “Mariesii” with its horizontal 
spreading branches covered in lacecap 
flowers and the Chinese Dogwood 
(Cornus kousa) has already produced 
its white bracts. 
 
With the threat of overnight frosts di-
minishing it’s now time for planting 
up pots and hanging baskets with ten-
der plants such as pelargoniums, ivy 
geraniums, fuchsias and trailing bed-
ding plants, although we don’t move 
the most tender plants out of the con-
servatory till 1st June, just to be on the 
safe side. 
 
If it stays warm and dry the grass 
grows more slowly so take the oppor-
tunity of sitting out in the garden with 
a cup of tea and just take time out.        
 
James & Elsie  

What a peculiar start 
to the term! It feels 
like we have just got 
back and now we 
have another holiday. 
 
 

Our first 2 days back 
after Easter were very exciting: as we had building work on 
the Junior site all 140 children were on the Infant site doing 
wonderful Science activities based on communication. The 
Foundation children also had a royal wedding tea party with 
2 pupils being Kate and William for the afternoon! The 
year 5 pupils took part in an Olympic celebration at Stoke 
Mandeville Stadium. 
 

The year 2 pupils had a 
highly successful rugby 
tournament at Ayles-
bury Rugby Club where 
they not only came first 
but also exhibited ex-
emplary sportsman-like 
behaviour throughout; 
we are vey proud of 
them! 
 

The children and I 
would like to thank the 
industrious ladies of the 
WI who made a beauti-
ful wall hanging which 
has been hung in the 

school hall (see picture). Thank you. 
 

Again, may I take this opportunity to invite you to our fam-
ily service at 9.10 am on Monday 27th June. As always it 
would be lovely to see you there 
 

Mrs Kim Price 
Headteacher 

 
Services at St. Nicholas 

(Churchwardens: David Benson 01296 433757 and Graham Carr 290000)  
June 2011 

 

5th 10.00 am   HOLY COMMUNION 
  A modern Communion Service with hymns. The children go to  
  “Sunday Special” for part of the service 
  5.00 pm  Tea and Prayer 
 

12th 10.00 am   FAMILY SERVICE  
  A service for all ages, including lively hymns, with the  
  involvement of young musicians and occasional drama. 
 

19th 10.00 am   HOLY COMMUNION 
   A less formal modern Communion Service with hymns. 
   The children go to Sunday Special for part of the Service  
   
26th 10.00 am MORNING WORSHIP 
     A service of worship and the word, with a mixture of 
   traditional and modern hymns. The children go straight 
   to Chattabox and the Grid in the Bernard Hall at 9.50 a.m.    

 11.15 am   HOLY COMMUNION 
  A communion service with hymns, according to the  
                 Book of Common Prayer. 
 
 

There is a service at 5.30 pm every Sunday evening at Cuddington Methodist Chapel. 

 

 


