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                November 2018 

from Jean Watson 
In November the 100th anniversary of 
the ending of World War 1 takes 
place. Can we mark it in a different 
manner by ALL contributing to a  
village project? 
Each household is invited to make a 
scarlet/red poppy and fix it onto a 
dark green background before 11th 
November. If the weather is good the 
background material will be on a  
table outside the village hall on the 
3rd and 10th November from 10am 
till 3pm - if wet the table will be in-
side the church.  The finished article 
will be on view in the church. People 
might like to place a poppy on their 
front door or gatepost too.  
Some villagers have already made 
their poppies: the Sunshine Club has 
been busy too.  
Please remember those who made 
such a sacrifice for us and do your bit. 

Remembrance Day this 
year actually falls on  
Sunday 11th November 
and marks a very special time:  it is now 100 years since the end of the First World 
War—the war to end all wars!  We will be remembering not only all those men and 
women who gave their lives during the First World War,  but also the Second World 
War and all other conflicts throughout the world that have taken place from that time 
up  to the present day,  such as the Troubles in Northern Ireland,  the Falklands War 
and more recently Afghanistan.     
As for the past six years, the Village’s annual Remembrance Service will take place in 
St. Nicholas Church at 10.00 am with the congregation moving outside to the War 
Memorial  in the churchyard for the Act of Remembrance where wreaths and crosses 
will be laid and the two minutes silence will be held. If the weather is wet,  the Act of 
Remembrance will take place in the Memorial Chapel in Church just before 11am.  
The collection at this service will go to the Royal British Legion.  
Although you may not normally attend church,  this is such a very special occasion :  
a time when we can come together as a village to remember and honour all the  
incredibly brave men and women who have given their lives that we might live in 
peace and freedom with our families and friends.     
The very first Remembrance Service, pictured on page 2,  was held on the completion 
of our War Memorial in 1920 when very many villagers came to the War Memorial to 
remember our war dead.   

(Continued on page 2) 

An invitation  

PLANNING UPDATE 
Vale of Aylesbury Local Plan (VALP) 
The Planning Inspector has issued his interim  
report on VALP and this can be found on the 
AVDC website as ED 166 https://
www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/examination-documents 
In order for the Plan to be approved the Inspector has asked AVDC to find locations 
for additional housing and to amend some of their planning policies. If major  
modifications are required to VALP these will be considered in early 2019 and will be 
subject to further public consultation. As far as we are aware these changes are not 
likely to affect the position for Cuddington, but we will keep you informed through 
Village Voice and the website. You can also follow progress on the AVDC website 
shown above.  
Cuddington Neighbourhood Plan (NP)  
Questionnaire 
The results of the Summer Village Survey are enclosed in this issue of Village Voice 
(A5 booklet).  The results are also available to view on the village website at http://
www.cuddingtonvillage.com/ 

(Continued on page 3) 

2018 Poppy Appeal 

Cuddington Royal British Legion 

to all villagers 

https://www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/examination-documents
https://www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/examination-documents
http://www.cuddingtonvillage.com/
http://www.cuddingtonvillage.com/
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Thought for the month...             
At 11 O’clock on the 11th of November 1918, the First World War fighting came to an end and 
across the country and around the world, people will be remembering that moment when the guns 
ceased to sound and young men ceased to die, with the signing of the armistice. We too will be 
remembering in Cuddington in our church service at 10am which ends around the memorial in the 
churchyard at 11am. 
HG Wells in 1914 published a book of newspaper articles under the title ‘The War That Will End 
War’ and the words: “the war to end war” became one of the most common catchphrases of the 
time. Sadly, this was not true then and has never been true. As a teenager I learnt only one poem that I can remember to 
this day, and that was ‘The Soldier’ by Rupert Brooke. It touched me in a deeply emotional way at the time and I cannot 
read it or recite the words without powerful feelings welling up within me and so I present it here as a reminder of the 
sacrifice that has been made by many, including the author of the poem: 
 

The Soldier - Rupert Brooke, 1887 – 1915 
 

If I should die, think only this of me: 
   That there’s some corner of a foreign field 
That is for ever England.  There shall be 
   In that rich earth a richer dust concealed; 
A dust whom England bore, shaped, made aware, 
   Gave, once, her flowers to love, her ways to roam, 
A body of England’s, breathing English air, 
   Washed by the rivers, blest by suns of home. 
 

 

Sir Winston Churchill is understood to have remarked at a White House luncheon on June 26th, 1954 that “It is better to 
jaw-jaw than to war-war” and so it is, but history has shown that we have yet to achieve that state of peace. 
 And so I wait for these words from the Book of Revelation, Chapter 21 to be fulfilled: 
Then I saw “a new heaven and a new earth,” for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and there was no 
longer any sea.  I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride  
beautifully dressed for her husband.  And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Look! God’s dwelling place is now 
among the people, and he will dwell with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their 
God.  ‘He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death’ or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order 
of things has passed away.”  
 

May the 11th November 2018 mark the start of the end of war throughout the world, that all may be blessed by peace 
and children grow up knowing they are safe.      Jonathan Hawkins 

Evening Services  
In the Benefice  
 

People often wish to attend a different 
type of service, and there are several evening ones 
taking place in November; everyone is welcome. 
 
Sunday 11th November, 6.00 pm at St Peter and  
St Paul, Dinton – Evensong 
 
Sunday 18th November, 6.30 pm, at St Mary’s,  
Haddenham – Wellspring, led by Margot Hodson, 
Preacher – Olive Kuhrt 
 
Please check websites and church notice sheets,  
nearer the time, for more information. 

And think, this heart, all evil shed away, 
   A pulse in the eternal mind, no less 
 Gives somewhere back the thoughts by England given; 
Her sights and sounds; dreams happy as her day; 
   And laughter, learnt of friends; and gentleness, 
 In hearts at peace, under an English heaven. 

 
Please join us almost 100 
years later to come  
together and pay our 
respects to our war dead 
and also remember 
those who are still 
suffering from the  
terrible effects of war, 
both physically and  
mentally,  and quietly  
remember and give 
thanks. 
The annual poppy  
collection will begin 
shortly around the village. Please give as generously as you can to help 
the Royal British Legion continue helping the many victims of conflict 
and their  families.  
For more information about the Royal British Legion and our poppy 
collection, please contact Jennifer Schram de Jong on 01844 291501 or 
jschramdejong@yahoo.co.uk  

(Continued from page 1) 
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 Bellringing on  
 Armistice Day 2018 

“Ringing Remembers” is the campaign officially endorsed and  
sponsored by HM Government and Buckingham Palace for (a)  
recruiting new bellringers and (b) promoting bellringing in churches all 
across the world on  
Sunday 11th November – 
aligning with the  
published agenda for 
processions and marches 
in celebration of peace.   
Here in Cuddington we 
are very conscious of 
those who rang our own 
peal of bells in the past 
and those of our village 
who gave their lives in 
the Great War.  We have been doing our bit to recruit and train new 
bellringers and are always happy to hear from those who might like to 
learn or from those who rang in the past and would be interested in 
taking up bellringing again as a contribution to our village life. On  
Sunday 11th November we will be tying leather pads to the clappers of 
each bell to ring ‘half muffled’ before the morning Remembrance  
service as we have done for very many years.  
To quote Tennyson; Ring out old shapes of foul disease; Ring out the 
narrowing lust of gold; Ring out the thousand wars of old, Ring in the 
thousand years of peace.      
Caroline Stonham  

 

 
 

Cuddington for all your support 
of  Cuddington Youth Drama!  
We had another massively important experience at 
the Edinburgh Fringe Festival this August,  taking a 
group up by train, staying in a flat with many on the 
floor where we stayed last year, and playing six  
performances of The Wardrobe, which I hope you got 
to see here in Cuddington last Easter. Some parents 
came for a few days, some for the week, and we all 
watched countless other productions that were free 
to us because of our venue pass to other shows that 
were not sold out.  
The actors went around the city in groups, to art  
galleries, street theatre, favourite coffee shops and 
historical sights. Our flat was 20 mins. from our  
theatre, and everyone moved easily, freely, and  
responsibly, coming home to warm food prepared by 
parents and actors who felt like cooking!  
The city opens up to lovers of art and theatre, the 
feeling is like walking on a different planet, and the 
weather was gorgeous. The double casting of the 
play meant that all the actors shared parts, inspired 
each other, and rose to a level of artistry all of you 
would have been so proud of. I wonder at the magic 
of theatre, and how actors grow with the giving of 
their talents. Their voices resound with the truth of 
their character's story, the energy they give each  
other is so positive, as they absolutely make believe, 
and we the audience are captured in their focus. We 
camped our last night, celebrating our third  
experience of a world famous event, and the word to 
describe it kept coming up as MASSIVE. 
Thank you all for your kind words and support and 
encouragement. We have a good thing going. 
Next year!  Please get ready for WEST SIDE STORY!!! 
Just before Easter. Please come. If you've not been 
before, well this one will make up for that.  
All the best, Elaine 

Thank you 

Task Groups 
The NP task groups have been set up to collect information to 
guide policies on housing, design, parking and the protection 
and enhancement of green spaces, footpaths and community 
assets. These groups will be reporting back early in the New 
Year.  
Second village consultation  
A second stage of consultation will start in December,  
culminating with an exhibition early in 2019. The aim is to ask 
for views on potential planning policies for the NP, housing 
numbers and possible sites for development.  
The land availability survey brought forward a number of  
potential housing sites throughout the village and discussions 
are being held with the various landowners in preparation for 
public consultation.  
The aim is to rank the sites on the basis of a combination of 
three factors: - 

a) the views of the villagers ie their preferences expressed 
through consultation  
b) the community benefits that the sites might bring  
c) the environmental impact that development might have on 
landscape, heritage, traffic, views, footpaths etc...   
A separate study is being undertaken to assess the number 
and type of homes that would meet local housing needs  
without detrimental effects on the character and identity of 
the village and the lives of the villagers.  
 
The main purpose of the second village consultation is to 
gauge the views of the villagers and collect feedback about 
their preferences. The environmental studies will follow,  
enabling a draft version of the NP to be prepared by Spring 
2019.   
 
Further details about the consultation will be circulated 
when they become available.  

(Continued from page 1) 

SAVE THE DATE 
All-Age and Gift Service  
Sunday 9th December St Nicholas Church 
At this service we will be collecting gifts for the  
women and children being cared for by  
 Aylesbury Women’s Aid. 
Please consider buying gifts to support them, and show that we care. 
There will be more details in December’s  ‘Village Voice’ 
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The November programme at the Village Picture House begins 
on Thursday 1st with Allelujah! (cert. 15), a sharp and hilarious 
new play by Alan Bennett captured live at London’s Bridge 
Theatre.  The “Beth”, an old fashioned cradle-to-grave hospital 
serving a town on the edge of the Pennines, is threatened with 
closure as part of an efficiency drive.  
A documentary crew, eager to capture 
its fight for survival, follows the daily 
struggle to find beds on the Dusty 
Springfield Geriatric Ward, and the  
triumphs of the old people’s choir.   
“Alan Bennett’s new NHS play is a  
surprisingly high-spirited occasion,” says 
The Independent.  “Patients’ sing-alongs 
and Bennett’s stinging wit light up a 
state-of-the-nation play,” says The 
Guardian.  “Enjoyability is the watchword ... just what the  
doctor ordered,” says The Telegraph.  
Then on 15th November we’ll be showing The Zookeeper’s 

Wife (cert. 12A) starring Jessica  
Chastain and Daniel Brühl.  The time is 
1939 and the place is Poland, homeland 
of Dr. Jan and Mrs. Antonina Zabinski.  
The Warsaw Zoo is flourishing under 
Jan’s stewardship and Antonina’s care, 
but when their country is invaded by 
the Nazis they are forced to report to 
the Reich’s newly-appointed chief  
zoologist, Lutz Heck.  The Zabinskis  
covertly begin working with the  
Resistance and put into action plans to 

save the lives of hundreds from what has become the Warsaw 
Ghetto.  “A handsomely presented tale that dependably 
strums at your heartstrings,” says The Telegraph.   
“A compelling story bolstered by engaging performances from 
Chastain and Brühl,” says Empire.  “The film does a good job 
working through the moral struggles of people who could not 
turn a blind eye to injustice ... a story worth telling,” says The 
Guardian. 
 

On Tuesday 20th November we shall 
be screening another Alan Bennett 
play, The Madness of George III (cert. 
12A), live from the Nottingham  
Playhouse.  It’s 1786 and King George 
III is the most powerful man in the 
world, but his behaviour is becoming 
increasingly erratic as he succumbs to 
fits of lunacy.  With the King’s mind 
unravelling at a dramatic pace, royal 
doctors hopelessly squabble over the 

correct cure, while ambitious politicians and the scheming 
Prince of Wales begin a power struggle, endangering the  
stability of the Crown.  The cast of this new production  
includes Olivier Award-winners Mark Gatiss (in the title role) 
and Adrian Scarborough. 
Next, on 29th November, our film will be 
Mamma Mia! Here We Go Again (cert. 
PG), starring Amanda Seyfried, Lily James, 
Meryl Streep and Cher.  The film picks up 
the story with Sophie pregnant and not 
sure how she’s going to cope.  Moving 
between past and present, we follow  
Sophie as she tries to come to terms with 
her situation, and also see how Donna did 
it all those years ago, falling in love and 
building a home for her family on their sun
-soaked island.  “This slick sequel delivers 
sharp one-liners, joyously contrived plot twists and an  
emotional punch,” says The Guardian.  “A relentlessly uplifting 
run to the big-party finale ... I left the cinema with a spring in 
my step,” says The Telegraph.  “By the power of platforms, 
sequins and spandex, this silly, sunny sequel is a delight,”  
says The Times. 
Looking ahead to December, on Thursday 6th we shall be 
screening Antony & Cleopatra, broadcast live from the  
National Theatre, with Ralph Fiennes and Sophie Okonedo as 
Shakespeare’s fated Couple. Two Christmas treats follow : A 
Christmas Carol on Tuesday 11th December with Simon  
Callow in a captivating adaptation of Dickens’ classic tale of 
Ebenezer Scrooge, and then on Thursday 27th a multi-award-
winning, critically acclaimed production of Rodgers and  
Hammerstein’s The King and I captured live at the London  
Palladium.  
Visit the web page for more details of all features: 
www.cuddingtonvillage.com/cinema 

 
 

WINTER WARMER BOULE DAY  
During the summer, it was agreed with our friends from Chearsley that we 
would have a winter boules event. 
The date for this is Sunday 2nd December at 11.00, on the Playing Fields.  
Following the very enjoyable day in the summer, when Cuddington  
provided the hospitality, Chearsley are providing hot soup and food and 
drink. In view of our ignominious losses recently, it would be really good 
to turn the tables on our neighbours on this occasion! Come along and 
play or watch.  Whatever the result, it will be good clean fun! 
How about a Cuddington practice day beforehand to get back in the 
rhythm?  Anyone wanting to have a go, or even hone their skills, let’s 
meet for a couple of hours at 11.00 on Sunday 25th November.  
Ken Birkby 292921 

Watch found in 
Nether Winchendon 
Some weeks ago a Dunhill watch was found on the 
grass verge at the side of the church, at the bottom 

of Barrack Hill in Nether Winchendon. 
If you believe the watch is yours, please email  

Ben Crowther at cbcrowther@gmail.com 

Winter Boules 

mailto:cbcrowther@gmail.com
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New Banner for  
 
 
 

Our Banner Group, which now boasts a slightly larger number of 
members, has designed and has been working on a Poppy banner 
which will be ready for Remembrance Sunday on November 11, an 
especially poignant day this year as it will celebrate the centenary 
of the end of World War I.  Members of the group have all played 
their part in different ways: with the design itself, fashioning the 
poppies and their stems, creating the lettering and the background 
on which everything is placed.  
The Banner will hang in the Memorial Chapel in St Nicholas Church, 
not just for this particular and important time, but throughout the 
year.  Apart from our own congregation, we have many visitors to 
our church some of whom will have lost relations in all the many 
wars and battles that have been fought during the last century and 
on into this one. We think it would be nice for them to be able to 
remember them, and perhaps offer up a little prayer while they are 
there. 
Whether or not you intend to come to our service in St Nicholas on 
Remembrance Sunday, do please find a moment or two to come 
and have a look at the Banner and spare a thought for all those 
who have lost their lives in so many areas of conflict. 
Angela Sanderson  

I attended the Berks, Bucks and Oxon Wildlife Trust 
(BBOWT) conference recently, which was a fascinating 
day in the company of people who put their time and 
effort into protecting our environment. BBOWT owns 

or leases parcels of land across the three counties that are 
managed as nature reserves.  
The closest to Cuddington is probably Grangelands and Rifle 
Range, which is on the lower slopes of Pulpit Hill and accessed 
from footpaths at The Plough at Cadsden or from Great 
 Kimble. These are chalk grasslands which are cloaked in  
wildflowers from April to September and where you can see 
dozens of butterflies among the thyme and trefoil. In May and 
June, there are thousands of native orchids, some colourful 
like the Common Spotted, Pyramidal and Chalk Fragrant, and 
others like the Musk Orchid are muted and not easy to find. 
There are a number of quite similar chalk grassland reserves 
within reach of here, but the Trust also has the wonderful  
College Lakes Reserve outside Tring and more widespread 
locations, each with its own habitat types and species range. 
They also do wildlife walks in the reserves which are great for 
learning what’s what. 
The main talks at the conference were about a different  
approach to nature conservation, which is ‘rewilding’. I’ve 
often questioned one aspect of nature reserves, which is that 
a particular state of nature is being conserved, as if in aspic. 
Left to its own devices, nature doesn’t stand still, but evolves 
and transitions as conditions change. Most of Britain was  
covered in forest following the last ice-age (around 6,000 
years BC) until humans started to chop it down, but rather 
than a single blanket of trees, it would have been a patchwork 
of forest, scrub and open areas.  

 
Rewilding is being trialled at a few locations in England. The 
larger the piece of land the better, so that wildlife  
communities that develop contain everything from a wide 
range of plants, fungi and invertebrates, to top predators. 
Work is carried out to remove human interventions, such as 
drainage, fences and weirs on rivers, and invasive species  
removed where practical and desirable.  
Some species that were once endemic to the area may be  
reintroduced, such as beaver or eagles and the land is then left 
to its own devices. What has been found is that, within a few 
years, biodiversity increases and the wildlife communities 
achieve a balance that can be quite surprising: we humans 
don’t really understand nature well – it is far too complex.  
The essential difference between wildlife reserves and  
rewilding is that the former is seeking to conserve a species, 
community or habitat, whilst rewilding allows the land and its 
ecosystem to find its own way, which seems to result in a far 
richer ecology that may include a number of key species rather 
than one or two. 
The greatest resistance to the development of rewilded areas 
is the fear that people will lose their livelihoods and the fear of 
change itself. In fact, where farmers on marginal or less fertile 
land are currently working hard for small reward, and their 
activities are damaging the land, rewilding can provide a 
better livelihood through ecotourism and organic meat.  
Such a turn-around has been achieved very successfully on the 
Knepp Estate near Gatwick – check out https://
www.kneppsafaris.co.uk/ 
 
Doug Kennedy . doug@doug-kennedy.com 

Greener Cuddington  

Remembrance Sunday 

https://www.kneppsafaris.co.uk/
https://www.kneppsafaris.co.uk/
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The next SUNSHINE MATINEE 
CINEMA presentation will be 
‘Dad’s Army’  (with subtitles)  
on Monday 19th November at 
1.30pm (doors open 1pm) in 
the Bernard Hall.  
 

This 2016 British war comedy, 
set in 1944 after the events  
depicted in the BBC sitcom, 
stars Catherine Zeta – Jones,  
Bill Nighy, Toby Jones, Tom 
Courteney, Michael Gambon 
and Mark Gatiss. 
 
 
Entry fee, £5/£4 conc includes tea and cake at the Interval. 
To book phone 01844 291 526 (office hours) or on the door 
subject to availability. 

Hartwell Riding for the Disabled Group 
 We are a small, happy group who meet on Thursday  

mornings from 1045 -1200 at Foxglove Farm  
in Gibraltar.  

We need more helpers to assist with our adult 
 riders. Full training will be given. 

 
For more information please ring  

Suzie Crwys-Williams on 01296 651158 

Helpers Wanted  

On Monday, 8th October,  club members and guests  enjoyed 
a very pleasant, interesting and informative evening with  
Annette  Pursey,  the Head Tutor of Horticulture at Waterperry  
Gardens.  
Annette is an extremely knowledgeable and articulate   
gardening expert who also has the enviable gift of being able 
to impart her knowledge of all things horticultural and her 
love of gardening  to others.  Annette began with showing us 
slides to illustrate her talk on “Putting your garden to bed in 
the Autumn or not - just as members wished”.  While talking 
about the evening’s subject,  Annette incorporated her an-
swers to  the various questions that members had sent in.  The 
evening was especially animated  with members  
enthusiastically joining in with the discussion and putting even 
more questions to Annette which she patiently answered.  
About half way through the evening ,  Lynne Devey  then gave 
us a demonstration of two methods of plaiting up onions, 
which was fun and added another dimension to the evening.    
However, I am hoping that Lynne will give some private  
instruction for slow learners!    
The chairman  will  circulate to Gardening Club members the  
list of  questions put to Annette with her answers next month,  
possibly at the November meeting?  Anyone  else who might 
like a copy,  please contact Jennifer on 291591  or 
jschramdejong@yahoo.co.uk.  
Last month I spoke about Indian Summers and suddenly next 
week-end the clocks go back and Winter is knocking on the 
door!  I haven’t put my garden to bed;   I am a trifle handi-
capped at the moment  -  a typical example of “don’t put off  
‘til tomorrow things you can do today” , but I am now contem-
plating  digging a lot up,  preferably  with the bindweed;.  I 
might just run away, but taking Jaap with me!   
As I make up my mind,  here are some future events for your 
entertainment.  
 
 

Future Events   -  As always, suggestions needed which  will 
be much appreciated! 
It was lovely to welcome four guests to the October club  
evening;  they made up for the members who have joined the 
TAG!  What are we doing wrong?   Guests at the club’s events 
are always welcome (£2.00).   
Who knows, you may enjoy the evening so much and decide 
to become a member.  We currently have a special offer for 
new members so do call Thelma on 291075. 
12th November  -  Antony Powell will be coming to talk to us 
about Ground Cover Plants. 
3rd December-  n.b.  First Monday of the month  Ruriko  
Kojima  will be giving us a demonstration of Ikebana.    Mince 
pies and mulled wine will be served as a pre-Christmas treat. 
2019      
15th January - The Club’s annual social evening with supper  
More  details to follow. 
12th February  - The Club’s 26th Annual General Meeting   
followed by a quiz!! 
I wish you all a pleasant  Autumn with some enjoyable   
gardening  and a continuation of the lovely weather we have 
been having.  With very best wishes,   Jennifer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Harvest Offering by Jennifer Schram de Jong for Cuddington 
Church with dahlias grown by Kevin Bennetts 

 

         The Sunshine Club  

Gardening Club 
Cuddington  
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Year-end deficit for  

Glimpses into  

In 1854 Cuddington was  
generously endowed with at 
least 4 public houses, including 
‘The Crown’ and ‘Seven Stars’, 
according to the evidence of a 
Trade Directory for that year.  
Directories were compiled to 
provide detailed commercial 
information for a locality, ra-
ther like today’s ‘Yellow  Pages’.  
These Directories, published at 

intervals, are an invaluable source for recreating our village’s 
past by the occupations and even the names of some of our 
previous residents. 
Kelly’s Directory of 1854 for Cuddington carries a general  
description of its position between Thame and Aylesbury. It 
notes St Nicholas Church with its 5 bells (only 5 at this time) 
and the Wesleyan and Baptist Chapels.  Reference is made to 
the school, erected in 1845 and its Headmaster, Alfred Morris.  
The population is given as 623. Thomas Bailey and George Ing 
are named as landlords of ‘The Red Lion’ and ‘Bottle and Glass’ 
respectively.  William Boddington’s mill on the Chearsley Road 
provided flour and the appropriately named John Baker baked 
bread.  Two brewers are listed.  Robert Ward was blacksmith – 
a key role in view of the importance of horses at this time.  
Two butchers are also listed as well as a tailor and as many as 
4 boot and shoe makers.   

Rustic work necessitated robust boots.   
Joseph Rowe appeared as a plumber and glazier and John 
Betts as a bricklayer. 
There were at least 4 shops, including one run by Mrs Mary 
Dover.  Unfortunately the locations of these shops are not 
given. 
Matters spiritual were attended to by the St Nicholas curate, 
Rev Farley and by Edward Bedding at the Baptist Chapel, 
which was situated on the Dadbrook cemetery site.  It  
collapsed in 1994. 
Some traders multi-tasked.  William Dodwell crafted baskets 
and kept a shop, while Robert Green was a builder as well as 
landlord of ‘The Crown’.  The rural nature of Cuddington is 
highlighted by the listing of at least 7 farms.  For example, the 
Rose family worked Dadbrook farm.  Three cattle dealers are 
also mentioned. 
Reference is made to a carrier service provided by William 
Piddington and William Robins.  They both conveyed villagers 
by horse and wagon on market days, to Thame (Tuesday) and 
to Aylesbury (Friday) as well as Saturday visits to both towns. 
The Directory of 1854 illustrates the relatively self sufficient 
nature of Cuddington at this time.  Villagers worked in the 
locality – the majority of men as farm labourers and, as we 
see, most of the necessities of life were available within the 
village.  The Directory provides us with a useful, but limited, 
snapshot of Cuddington in one year in Victorian times. 
Peter Wenham 

Cuddington’s Past  

 
 

 
 
 
 

It was recently announced to the congregation in church that St  
Nicholas’ finances were suffering and that by the end of the year the 
deficit would be in the region of £6,400. 
It was explained that the reason behind the deficit was a sharp falloff 
in the total figure being given to the church as opposed to any major 
increase in costs. A display has been put up at the back of the church 
showing that only just over a quarter of those on the church’s  
Electoral Roll were part of a planned scheme but that “planned giving”  
represented 90% of donated income. This implies that there is a real 
opportunity to support the church further. 
Church goers, as well as parishioners as a whole, are  
encouraged to join the Parish Giving Scheme (PGS) if they were not 
already in it. The key points of the scheme are: 

 Payments to the church are automatically made by Direct Debit 

 Payments may be made anonymously 

 The amount pledged can be index linked to inflation 

 Gift Aid is re-claimed automatically 

 It is easy to both set up and change at any time 

 Both Gift Forms and information leaflets are available from the 
display at the back of the church. 

For further information or help in getting a form please contact 
chrisblumer@blumer.co.uk or phone 01844 290647. Should you wish 
to speak to someone at the PGS please call 01452 835595 or email to: 
info@parishgivingscheme.org.uk 
98% of all church costs are met by personal donations and with the 
church playing such a central role in the community it would be a huge 
help to have as many people as possible contributing on a regular and 
planned basis. 

the Church 

mailto:chrisblumer@blumer.co.uk
mailto:info@parishgivingscheme.org.uk
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Commemorations offer comfort at 
Christmas  
The Florence Nightingale Hospice Charity Tree of Light  
commemorations are open to anyone in our community who 
wishes to spend some time quietly remembering friends and 
family members who have died. The ceremonies are open to 
all, regardless of religion or spirituality, and it doesn’t matter 
whether your loved ones were cared for by Florence  
Nightingale Hospice or died at home or in hospital. 
“The Tree of Light events are designed to give people a space 
where a part of the season is set aside to commemorate loved 
ones,” says Ann Kenny, the new Bereavement Support Team 
Lead at the Hospice. “Christmas can often be a time of  
conflicting emotions, or it can be so busy that those who are 
grieving can’t find a time to process feelings of sadness which 
may come to the fore at this time of year.” 
There are a number of different ways to commemorate loved 
ones through the Hospice’s Tree of Light events. Sponsor a 
light in memory of them and write a dedication which will  
appear in the Books of Honour which can be viewed at the 
Hospice in December and early January, and at the two Tree of 
Light events. Or come along to one or both Tree of Light 
services which will take place at the Head Office of Florence 
Nightingale Hospice Charity at Walton Lodge, Walton Street, 
Aylesbury, at 5pm on Sunday 2nd December and at St Peter 
and St Paul’s Church, Buckingham at 4pm on Saturday 8th  
December.  
To sponsor a light in memory of someone, please call our 
Fundraising Team on 01296 429 975 to request a Tree of Light 
Form or find out more at www.fnhospice.org.uk/tree-of-light 

 Tree of Light     

Hogroast and Thanksgiving Service 
 

Well over 150 people attended the Harvest Hog Roast at the 
Clubhouse on 29th September. It was a great village event with 
all ages being well represented – from babies in push chairs 
right through to the older generation! The occasion was very 
much designed with the family in mind and for it to appeal to 
the whole village community.  Phil Groves, who was MC for the 
evening, said that replacing the traditional church Harvest  
Supper in the Bernard Hall with the Hog Roast had been a huge 
success.  
Much of the food on offer was locally produced – the hog 
 itself, as well as locally baked bread rolls; a big thank you to 
the Claytons for both producing and cooking it – it was all  
delicious!  
The evening had on-going disco music which the youngsters 
thoroughly enjoyed and there were spontaneous games of 
football and other amusements. But most of all it was a great 
chance to meet, eat, chat and have a drink with friends and 
neighbours! 
The various competitions attracted lots of entries with the 
highlights being: 
Best Face made from Food various age categories; the  
Humphreys family, The McKenzie-Boyle family, Emma Storey 
and  Jackson Clements. 
Giant marrow winner - Giuliana 
Weird & Wonderful produce winner - the Deveys, with their 
array of beautiful pumpkins and runner up -  Joseph Storey 
with a potato in the shape of a snowman! 
A big thank you goes to Sonia Story and Phil Groves for master 
minding it all and to the many helpers and organisers who 
made it happen. 
The following day, Sunday, saw our Thanksgiving service take 
place in church and the school held its service for both Infant 
and Junior sites in St Nicholas the next day. 
All of the non-perishable produce was taken to the Vineyard 
Storehouse in Aylesbury and the fresh produce was offered for 
sale in church the following day with afternoon tea. 
The result of all these activities was that £516 was raised for 
Christian Aid Indonesian relief - £267 from the Hog Roast, £154 
from the sale and afternoon tea and £95 from a special  
collection in church. 

 
 
 

The next meeting will be held on Tuesday, 13th November, 
2.30 pm at the Playing Fields Clubhouse.  Our speaker will 
be Angela Sanderson giving an illustrated talk on her trip to 
India “showing the real side and not just the touristy bits”.  
Why not come and join us for an interesting and enjoyable 
afternoon.  Everyone welcome.  Meeting fee: £2.00  
including refreshments.  
Group contact:  Rosemary Bradbury, tel. 01844 290249  

Tuesday Group  
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"Dull November brings the blast, 
Then the leaves are whirling fast." 
-  Sara Coleridge 

Dates for your Diary 

November  
Thursday 1st 8pm   Village Picture House—NT Live—’Allelujah’ 
Friday 2nd 6pm   Fireworks Display, Cuddington Playing Fields 
Friday 2nd 6pm   Sam Baker Concert, St. Nicholas Church  
Wednesday 7th  8pm  Book Club, Playing Fields Clubhouse 
Saturday 10t 2:30/7:30pm Music for Remembrance, St. Mary’s Haddenham 
Sunday 11th    Remembrance Sunday 
Monday 12th   Gardening Club, Anthony Powell on groundcover 
    plants 
Tuesday 13th 2:30pm Tuesday Group, Playing Fields Clubhouse 
Thursday 15th 8pm  Village Picture House, - ‘The Zookeeper’s Wife’ 
Monday 19th 1:30pm Sunshine Matinee Cinema “Dad’s Army”  
    (with subtitles)  
Tuesday 20th 7pm  Village Picture House - NT Live—’The Madness  
    of King George III’ 
Saturday 24th  9am  Mum’s Breakfast St.  Nicholas Church 
Saturday 24th 12noon CYD Filming, The Bernard Hall 
Thursday 29th 8pm   Village Picture House  - ‘Mamma Mia!  
Sunday 25th 11am   Winter Boules Match Practice, Playing Fields 
    Here We Go Again’ 
Monday 26th 2pm   Sunshine Club Tea 
Monday 26th 7:30pm Parish Council Meeting 
 

December 
Saturday 1st  7:30pm  When Handel Came to Haddenham…   
    The Witchert Chorale St. Mary’s Church  
Sunday 2nd 11am   Winter  Boules vs. Chearlsey  Playing Fields 
Monday 3rd 2pm  Sunshine Club, Bring & Buy at Tyringham Hall  
Monday 3rd December ‘The Hiding Place’, St Nicholas Church 
Wednesday 5th  8pm  Book Club at Playing Fields Clubhouse 
Thursday 6th 7pm  Village Picture House-NT Live  
    ‘Antony and Cleopatra’  
Sunday 9th    All Age & Gift Service , St. Nicholas Church  
Monday 10th  1pm     Sunshine Club Christmas Party, Bernard Hall 
Monday 10th 7.30pm  Parish Council Meeting, Bernard Hall 
Tuesday 11th 8pm  Village Picture House-Cinema Live    
    ‘A Christmas Carol’ 
Wednesday 19th 2.00pm Village Picture House ‘Incredibles 2’   
Thursday 27th 7.00pm Village Picture House, captured live  
    ‘The King and I’  

Distributed! 
Fête Chair Karen Clayton  
welcomed everyone to the 
meeting and thanked all  
concerned for their parts in 
helping to make this year’s 
event so successful. 
Despite the income from 
stalls and the number of  
visitors being slightly down on last year, the 
overall result and atmosphere on the day were 
excellent. Karen felt that allowing various  
charities to run their own stalls and to keep the 
proceeds was a very positive move and that 
tapping into the scouts who were on camp at 
Ridge  Barn Farm was a real bonus – they were 
a huge help and worth every free beef burger 
and side show voucher! 
Because of the very good returns made from 
advertising, the Auction and Grand prize draw 
the Fête Committee has been able to allocate 
nearly £9,000 in grants to various village  
organisations and groups as follows : 
St Nicholas’ Church   £1,000 
Bernard Hall    £3,000 
Tennis Club       £300 
Youth Drama       £300 
Gardening Club    £300 
Village Voice       £500 
Methodist Church      £250 
CPFA     £1,000 
Sunshine Club      £500 
Tuesday Club       £140 
Tic-Toc       £250 
Nicholas Almond      £400 
Toddler Singing Group  £100 
Baptist burial ground  £100 
Firework Display      £850  
 

Karen closed the meeting by thanking the  
committee (Karen Clayton, Janine Humphreys, 
Mark Preston, Mayda and Ken Trew, Kayley 
Potts, Kathy Hook) and announcing that they 
would all be available for next year’s Fête. The 
meeting gave a round of applause and they 
were thanked heartily for all the work that they 
had done! 

£9,000 Fête Money  

  

 

Saturday 24th November,12-1pm at the Bernard Hall. 
A film about what goes on beneath the stage of the Bernard Hall.  

Cuddingtoners of all ages please come! Wear normal cloths and 

bring an SLR or DSLR camera as a prop if you have one, but come anyway 
even if you don’t! 

Next Mum’s Breakfast 9am on  
24th November in Cuddington Church.   
We’ll be discussing how to have closer  
friendships, and making Christmas puddings! 
All welcome. For any more details, please 
contact Sonia 291883 

Mum’s Breakfast 
Extras Needed 
For CYD short film 
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Services at St Nicholas 
(Churchwardens: Helen Keeping 291635 

and James Stonham 292221) 

NOVEMBER 2018 
 
 

 
 

4th Nov 10.00  Holy Communion 
11th Nov  10.00 All-age  
  Remembrance Service  
18th Nov 10.00 Holy Communion 
25th Nov 10.00 Morning Worship  
 

Opportunities for praying together in 
church are each Thursday at 9.00 am, and 

each Sunday at 9.10 am. 
 

There is a service at 5.30 pm every Sunday 
evening at Cuddington Methodist Chapel. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
We are delighted to report that our school 
has achieved Gold Sports mark for the third 
year running! A big thank you to the Junior 
children, Mrs Pearce and Mrs Arnott for all 
their hard work and a big thank you to all 
the Foundation parents that attended the 
phonics and Tapestry session recently. 
We had our school harvest festival on 
 Monday 1st October, and are pleased that 
so much produce was donated for the 
 Vineyard, Aylesbury. The fresh produce that 
was donated was offered for sale in the 
church the following day after school. All 
monetary donations were sent to the NSPCC.  
It was lovely to see so many parents  
attending the E-Safety meeting on Tuesday 
evening  - we take this whole issue most  
seriously and are putting resources on the 
website to support the E-Safety  
 presentation, including videos. 
We had a tremendous response to our 
Bags2School ap-
peal (see photo-
graph outside the 
Infant site!) and 
ended up raising 
£193. 
During this month 
we have had a 
visit from our Diocese School adviser, who 
commented on the wonderful learning  
environment on the Infant site and what a 
lovely spiritually rich environment we were 
providing for the children. 
 
Kim Price, Headteacher 


