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                July 2018 

Chateau La Corne 

Les Bouledogues Françaises  
A meeting was held in St Nicholas’ Church on  
Wednesday 13th June in order to agree and select a 
Steering Group to move forward on creating a  
Neighbourhood Plan for Cuddington.  
The group was selected and the five Task Groups were 
also largely agreed as well. 
In chairing the meeting Ken Trew indicated that the 
group structures were very flexible and individuals who 
had not already been identified would be welcome to 
join as the process got underway.  Indeed a traffic study 
has already started as part of the Traffic Task Group’s 
activity. 
 

One of the key tasks of the Steering Group was to start 
work on preparing a Vision Statement for consultation 
in July. 

(Continued on page 3) 

to open the Fête! 
 

Unfortunately Raymond 
Blanc and Stephanie 
from the Seven Stars are 
unavailable to open our 
French themed Fête – 
but we have Tilly and 
Mia our resident French 
Bulldogs to declare the 
Fête open, please do 
come and meet our  
celebrities on July 14th! 
 

Grand Draw Tickets on sale now 

available from the Village Shop, Denise’s and The Crown. Your 
chance to win £100 CASH or one of our tricolore  hampers : 
white = white wine; red = red wine; blue = cheeses 
(vouchers) and blue goodies!  Tickets also available at the 

Fete  . £1 a ticket . Allez, allez. 

 
 
 
 
A tawny owl 
was hooting 
loudly as 20 
villagers  
gathered at 
4am on the 
Lower Green 
for this year’s 
Sunrise Walk.  
No torches 
were needed 
as the sky 
was already lightening.   
By the time the Observatory at Upper Winchendon was reached, 
the sun was blazing away above the horizon.  The views all 
around were magnificent and the coffee break in the warm  
sunshine lasted much longer than usual!   
Midsummer 2018 was well and truly celebrated! 

Midsummer Sunrise 

Neighbourhood  
Plan for Cuddington 

 

 

 

 

Don’t miss out! 
Bids are now being taken on this unique 
chance to spend a week at the Chateau 
La Corne as guests of its wonderful hosts, 
Stephen and Diana, who will take you 
through their wine making story. You will experience a 
working vineyard and winery with guided tour and, of 
course, the opportunity to taste.  Please bid in person at 
the Bernard Hall on Fete Day or if you can’t make it, you 
can bid by noon on Fete day by  
e-mail: cuddington.fete@gmail.com  

(Continued on page 6) 

Cuddington Fête   14th July  

Grand Auction Lot 1: A week at  

mailto:cuddington.fete@gmail.com


2 

 
 
 
 

Food for Thought  
Did you grow up locally or have you moved here from another part of the country or another part 
of the world?  
 
Our local communities are glorious mixtures of people born locally and those who have moved from 
elsewhere. I especially enjoy the mix of accents as southern, northern, Welsh and others all mix  
together, with a bit old Bucks still holding its own. There is something very special about the caring 
community that we create together as we support one another and make Cuddington and the other villages such happy 
and friendly places to live. 
 

My own family tree is equally mixed. Most of my ancestors come from the South West and Wales but I have been thrilled 
to discover recently that my Great Nana’s family came from this part of Bucks – so maybe I’m a local after all! My Great 
Grandfather was from further afield. His family were refugees, escaping persecution in Eastern Europe. I’ve often  
wondered what that journey would have been like and how relieved they must have been to be allowed to come to  
Britain. 
 

Living in such lovely villages, it is heart-breaking to see the news continuing to highlight the plight of refugees around the 
world. There are so many situations of displacement and terror that it can be hard to know how to even begin to respond. 
The UK government has agreed to take 20,000 Syrian refugees over the next few years and need to find homes for them. 
They are asking local communities to play our part in settling these families. There needs to be a suitable support group in 
place with some funds and the backing of a local charity. Support groups are forming in Haddenham, Princess Risborough 
and Great Missenden among others in the area. Support from people in Cuddington would also be welcomed. 
 

We don’t have to look far in the Gospels to find how Jesus responds to those in need. He healed the sick, fed the hungry 
and comforted those who were distressed. He welcomed children and those on the margins. Let’s continue to shape our 
own communities around these values and be generous to all those in need. 
 

Love and Prayers Margot Hodson, Rector 

Complying with  

Over the years Village Voice had built up a list of some 48 names 
of people who wished to receive our newsletter via email – the 
“expats” list as we referred to it! Although the majority were  
indeed people who used to live in the village but have since moved 
away, others are quite local but live outside our free distribution 
area e.g. Dinton, Nether Winchendon etc. 
 
As you probably know, Village Voice is published by the  
Cuddington Parochial Church Council which is required to comply 
with the new GPDR. To this end we have asked all on the list if 
they wish to continue receiving Village Voice but that in future it 
will come to them via an email generated through the village  
website. We are indebted to Chris Long and the website working 
group for agreeing to this and for making the arrangements via 
Oxford IT Solutions and also for giving it its own main menu listing. 
If you know of anyone outside the village who would like to  
receive an electronic copy then all they have to do is to go onto 
the website – www.cuddingtonvillage.com – and register (bottom 
of the menu on the left hand side); having registered just tick the 
“Village Voice Newsletter” option (and others if they wish!) and 
they will get an email with Village Voice as an attachment each 
time it is published –simple as that!  
It was very heartening that the vast majority on the list said “yes 
please”! 

 

GDPR! 
 

St Nicholas Church Cuddington’s  
much loved 

 
 

Sunday 8th July 
 

FREE breakfast from 9.30am followed by 
a fun packed service  

for all ages from 10am 
 

Weather permitting on the playing field, 
otherwise in the clubhouse! 

Open air service  

http://www.cuddingtonvillage.com
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Thank you CGC! 
For a number of years now the Gardening Club has taken 
responsibility for planting and maintaining the flower bed 
around our Best Kept Village sign on The Green.  
Gilly Cottman and 
Thelma Parry 
were ‘caught’ 
planting it out a 
few weeks ago 
(see photo) and 
our other picture 
shows the final  
result – which is 
really lovely. 

So a big “thank you” 
to the Cuddington 
Gardening Club for 
providing the village 
with such a lovely 
display which can 
only add to the  
village’s appeal to 
both residents and 
visitors. 

NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN FOR CUDDINGTON  
 
Much discussion took place regarding how the Vision would 
be achieved and various scenarios were presented to the 
meeting. 
The vision statement will consider various possible scenarios 
over the next 20 years and will seek comments / feedback.  
As part of this exercise of forward planning the meeting was 
told it would be prudent to consider all growth options as a 
way of helping to define how much growth the village thinks 
is appropriate. If the village gets bigger there may come a 
point where the extra housing puts pressure on the capacity 
of the existing school in Cuddington to an extent which the 
existing sites may not be able to easily accommodate; the 
Vision would need to consider what alternatives might be 
possible.  
The Neighbourhood Plan is setting out the spatial strategy 
for the next 20 years. For example the Church have identified 
that we should plan for additional burial land in 20 years’ 
time. In the same way the Neighbourhood Plan needs to take 
into account possible long term contingency plans for the 
school so that they can be co-ordinated with other land-use 
proposals.  
For any further information regarding the work so far or if 
you have an interest in becoming involved please contact: 
cpc.neighbourhoodplan@gmail.com 

(Continued from page 1) 

A key area of discussion in our village revolves around our 
amenities and possible loss of facilities. Allotment land may be 
turned over to housing, the social club is seeking more  
support, and you only have to read the national press to hear 
that post offices all over the country are closing. So what can 
we, as individuals, do to safeguard these services and our 
community?  
 
The “use it or lose it” argument is one that gets banded 
around frequently and carries considerable weight. As  
villagers we have a duty to support our shop, pub, clubs and 
societies. However, should the onus be placed entirely upon 
the end user? Are Cuddington’s facilities accessible to all? Is 
the intended audience being communicated with effectively? 
Village and society meetings provide an excellent forum to air 
your views and influence change, yet the uptake, particularly 
at the younger end of our society is low.  Why is this, when 
many of us are parents to Cuddington’s next generation? How 
can we therefore complain that our teenagers are up to no 
good on the recreation ground if we don’t campaign to get 
them frequent, reliable public transport to pursue hobbies in 
Thame and Aylesbury? 
Similarly, in the age of NIMBYism, is it naive to assume that 
you won’t be affected by changes the other side of  
Cuddington crossroads? For example a housing increase in the 
south without safe pedestrian and cycle routes may result in 
increased parking around the school area to the north.  Just as 
one small pebble can create a thousand ripples, seemingly 
insignificant issues can affect us all.  
 
Change has proven possible both here and further afield. For 
example, The Crown has responded well to village feedback 
and now offers a children’s menu. In Haddenham, one only 
has to look at how allotment use and environmental interest 
has been increased through the use of village social media 
resources, provision of smaller plots, a community orchard, 
bee keeping and school initiatives. Nationally, many social 
clubs have been saved by targeting new uses for their  
buildings or by hosting more varied community events.  
We all have a duty of care to safeguard our amenities for both 
the short and longer term. The Parish Council, Businesses, 
Societies and parishioners need to work together to provide a 
mutually beneficial social infrastructure. The Neighbourhood 
Plan is seeking to solve this issue, but it takes input from the 
entire community to ensure we offer a safe, sustainable  
future for Cuddington. 
 

So go along to meetings, campaign for change, 
have your say.  “There are many ways of moving 
forward, but only one way of standing 
still” (Franklin D Roosevelt) 
 
Ellen Dyer, Resident  

(or the Post Office, or the Playing Fields?)  

Are We Losing the Plot? 

mailto:cpc.neighbourhoodplan@gmail.com
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Our Kids’ Club film to mark the end of the summer term is 
Early Man (cert. PG), to be shown at 2.00 pm on Friday 20th 
July just after the schools break up.   
Early Man is the latest extraordinary claymation adventure 
from the creators of Wallace and Gromit and Chicken Run, and 
features the voices of Eddie Redmayne, Tom Hiddleston and 
Maisie Williams.  Set at the dawn of time, the film follows 
young caveman Dug on an epic quest to save his tribe from a 
mighty enemy and his Bronze Age city.  Dug’s tribe are still in 
the Stone Age, and they’re no match for people armed with 
bronze.  So he sets out for the mysterious city with his sidekick 
Hognob to try and save them all, and finds himself caught up 
in an incredible journey unlike anything he’s ever known.  
“Early Man kept me laughing like a giddy fool from start to 
finish,” says The Guardian.  “A gloriously funny tale of  
stone-age stragglers,” says The Telegraph.  “This pun-filled 
plasticine adventure hilariously sends up the Stone Age,” says 
Radio Times. 

Then at 1.30 pm on Tuesday 31st July there’s another chance 
to see An American in Paris (cert. 12A), captured live at the 
Dominion Theatre, London.  This breathtakingly beautiful Tony 
Award-winning Broadway musical, inspired by the Oscar  
winning MGM film, tells the impassioned story of discovering 
love in the ‘City of Light’.  It features the gorgeous music and 
lyrics of George and Ira Gershwin, with hits like ’S Wonderful, 
They Can’t Take That Away From Me and I Got Rhythm.  Jerry 
Mulligan is an American GI striving to make it as a painter in a 
city suddenly bursting with hope and possibility.   

 
Following a chance encounter with a beautiful young dancer 
named Lise, the streets of Paris become the backdrop to a  
sensuous, modern romance of art, friendship and love in the 
aftermath of war...  With stunning designs and show-stopping 
choreography, the show has received a record-setting 28  
five-star reviews from critics.  “Full of dance, romance and 
glorious Gershwin,” says The Sunday Times.  “I would beg, 
borrow or steal to see it all again,” says The Financial Times.  
“This spectacularly ravishing show has rhythm, romance and 
razzle-dazzle,” says The Mail on Sunday.  
 
Looking ahead to September, our autumn season will begin on 
Thursday 6th with Julie, a brand new production based on 
Strindberg’s 1888 masterpiece Miss Julie, to be broadcast live 
from the National Theatre.  Then on 20th September our film 
will be The Guernsey Literary & Potato Peel Pie Society, about 
a writer who forms an unexpected bond with the residents of 
Guernsey in the aftermath of World War II, when she decides 
to write a book about their experiences during the war.   
On 27th September we’ll be screening King Lear live from the 
National, with Sir Ian McKellen delivering an extraordinarily 
moving performance in the title role. 
 
Visit the web page for more details of all features: 
www.cuddingtonvillage.com/cinema 



5 

Evening Services  
In the Benefice  
 
 
The following evening services are tak-
ing place in July; everyone is welcome. 
 
Sunday 8th July, 6.00 pm at St Peter and St Paul,  
Dinton Evensong, led by Raymond Medhurst 
 
Sunday 8th July, 6.30 pm at St Mary’s, Haddenham  
Praise Service, led by Phil Groves 
 
Sunday 15th July, 6.30 pm, at St Mary’s, Haddenham  
Wellspring, led by Nadine Rose, with Adrian Collier 
preaching 
 
Sunday 29th July, 6.30 pm, at St Peter and St Paul,  
Dinton  Benefice Choral Evensong, led by Nadine 
Rose, with Margot  Hodson preaching 

 
 
Midsummer’s Day is 
fast approaching and 
we have been 
having the weather 
to match. On 
Wednesday, 13th 
June 38 members 
and friends visited 
Hyde Hall for the 
club’s summer  
outing. The day 

dawned bright and sunny,  there were no hold ups on the M25 
and our coach driver drove his coach as if it was a gold plated 
Rolls Royce.  Hyde 
Hall gardens were 
looking lovely,  the 
roses were looking 
especially beautiful 
and there were just a 
few weeds to make 
us all feel that we too 
could have an RHS 
garden. One thing I 
appreciated was that 
most of the plants, shrubs and trees were named;  something 
that Wisley and Kew could emulate. The staff too were  
friendly and very helpful and the mobility buggy was most 
comfortable!!  The restaurant ‘though new and still finding its 
feet was good and the café didn’t run out of drinks in spite of 
the heat.  The day was long,  but everybody seemed to enjoy 
themselves enormously.   

 
 
 

 
A very big thank you to Thelma for organising such an enjoya-
ble and successful outing.  Hurry and on to the next one! 
 
Upcoming Events 
Edwin Rye’s garrden,  Wendover Monday 9th July , 6.30 pm.     
Information from  Carol Hayward , Tel: 292295 or 
caspy24@yahoo.com 
Cuddington Fete – CGC Plant Stall.   We still need:  plants,  
pots,  garden tools,  all kinds of garden paraphernalia,  books  -  
you name it we would like it!    Also  HELP on the day to set up 
the stall,   to sell and then to dismantle the stall.   Many hands 
make for light work so please put your name down with Gilly  
Tel: 292650 or gillycottman@live.co.uk.   
There will be no club evenings in July or August.    If anyone is 
interested in a club garden tea or BBQ   (  no-one so far?)  then 
send Jennifer an email: jschramdejong@yahoo.co.uk 
and we will see what we can do. 
Something to look forward to:    
20th September, 2018  -  Afternoon visit ( leaving at 12.30 
pm) to Kathy Brown’s Garden at the Manor House,  
Stevington in  Bedfordshire     
Cost :  £20 to include coach,  entrance to the garden,  a guided 
tour and tea and cake. 
Details will be circulated towards the end of July.    
Contact:  Jennifer 
We will be having a “Gardeners Question Time and Advice on 
Putting our Gardens to Bed”  in October. 
 
May I take this opportunity to wish you all a very happy  
summer and may the weather continue as is!   Be happy, relax 
and keep gardening!       Best wishes,   Jennifer 

        Mid-summer Murmurings 

 
 
 

Matinee Cinema 
presents ‘Those Magnificent 
Men in their Flying Machines’ 
or ‘How I Flew from London to 
Paris in 25 hours and 11 
minutes’, a 1965 British  
comedy starring an  
nternational cast including  
Stuart Whitman, Sarah Miles, 
Robert Morley, Terry-Thomas 
and James Fox, at the Bernard 
Hall, Cuddington, on Monday 
23rd July at 1.30pm (doors open 
1pm). 
The film, revolving round the 
craze of early aviation, tells the 
fictional story of a £10,000 prize 
for the winner of an air race 
from London to Paris to prove 
that Britain was ‘number 1 in the air’!   Big screen, comfortable seats.  
Tea and cake at the interval included in the price £5/£4 (conc). To 
book phone 01844 291 526  or on the door subject to availability. 

Sunshine Club 

mailto:caspy24@yahoo.com
mailto:gillycottman@live.co.uk
mailto:jschramdejong@yahoo.co.uk


6 

John was a very familiar figure in the village often seen walking 
to the shop most days for his provisions and attending church 
each Sunday.  
It was over seventeen years ago that John lost his leg in a  
tragic accident. It was an icy morning so rather than drive to 
Chearsley church John and Sheila walked. As they were  
crossing Cuddington Bridge, an approaching car braked,  
skidded on black ice and lost control, crushing John’s right leg 
against the low wall of the bridge. The impact threw John into 
the icy river. He lost a lot of blood before the ambulance could 
get him to Stoke Mandeville Hospital but the extreme cold 
probably saved his life. His life was in the balance for five 
weeks but he survived and, with great determination, went on 
to make a remarkable recovery for a 67 year old.  
 
John was born in 
Northern  
Rhodesia, now 
Malawi, going to 
Prep school in 
South Africa and 
moved to England 
with his mother in 
1945 when he 
went to St  
Edward’s School in 
Oxford. He was very 
active in sports and 
the photograph shows him as captain of St Edward’s rugby XV. 
He obtained his full medical degree in 1958 and started work 
in 1959 as a House Surgeon, followed by 6 months as House 
Officer, at The Radcliffe Infirmary, Oxford. 

Having spent many years in a number of London hospitals 
John ultimately progressed to become consultant obstetrician 
and gynaecologist at Royal Buckinghamshire and Stoke  
Mandeville hospitals. He lectured and trained doctors for  
several years in Egypt. He retired from the NHS in the mid-90s 
and from private practice in 1997. 
John was very independent and after Sheila died in 2013 he 
determinedly stayed on in his bungalow. Despite countless 
offers of help and lifts to the church and shop, John would 
more often than 
not politely  
decline and 
battle on.  
However much 
he was struggling 
along Great 
Stone and Spurt 
Street John  
always had a 
cheery “hello” 
and on colder 
days could often 
be seen wearing two hats! 
 
John suffered a bad fall in April and spent several weeks in 
Stoke Mandeville hospital; not being able to return to his  
bungalow he went to a care home near his cousin in Sussex 
where he died of pancreatic cancer on 12th May. 
His cousin Sheila Blair, and her daughter Nicky Collins, would 
like to thank many members of the local community for  
helping and caring for John after he was widowed. 
 
There will be a Memorial Service at St Nicholas’ Church,  
Cuddington on Friday 27th July at 12 noon with refreshments 
afterwards at The Bernard Hall. 

John Voigt 1933-2018 

“John and Sheila” 

“John as captain of St Edmund Hall rugby XV” 

Sherry Scott’s son, Stephen Lawrence, spent some of his childhood in  
Cuddington and then left as an adult to start a career in wine, working for Hugel 
in Alsace, before moving to Joseph Drouhin in Burgundy and then for Veuve 
Cliquot in the U.S. 
With 40 years’ experience in the wine industry and working with the leading  
producers in the Napa Valley, Stephen had always dreamt of making his own 
wine and in 2017 Stephen and his American wife Diana fulfilled their dream and 
bought a Chateau in Bordeaux. This year will be their first harvest where they 
have tended and managed the vines themselves using organic methods without 
chemicals. 
Stephen and Diana have donated a week’s stay in their guest suite as an auction 
prize and you will stay with wonderful hosts who will take you through the wine 
making story. You will experience a working vineyard and winery with guided 
tour and, of course, the opportunity to taste. The stay is located around 40 
minutes from Bordeaux airport or the drive takes around 10 hours from  
Cuddington to the Chateau. More details can be found on their Airbnb site 
www.airbnb.co.uk/rooms/19180112 
This is an excerpt: “Chateau La Corne is a 150-year-old stone farmhouse set in its 
own vineyard on a hill top, surrounded by the rolling French countryside. The 
guest suite is attached to the Chateau (main house & winery) with its own  
entrance. We are 2 minutes to the boulangerie and 9 to Langon with shopping 
and the TGV station. It’s the perfect combination of being in the country with city 
amenities close by. Wake up to an oasis of tranquillity with beautiful views,  
surrounded by gourmet and cultural opportunities.” 

(Continued from page 1) 
Grand Auction Lot 1: A week at  Chateau La Corne  

 
Please bid in person at the Bernard Hall on 
Fete Day or if you can’t make the auction 
you can bid by noon on Fete day by  
e-mail: cuddington.fete@gmail.com 

Some people are using 
the boules pitch with 
their families, which is 
great but have asked if 
there is a time when  
others go to have a 
friendly game.  In  

previous summers, there has often been a 
small group assembling on  Sundays, at 
11.00 and Wednesdays at 7.00.   
If you want a game, try going up to the 
playing fields then and seeing if others 
are there to have a game. 
The match against Chearsley will be  
organised to take place on a date after 
the Fete, so get practising and look out 
for the date!  

Boules! 

http://www.airbnb.co.uk/rooms/19180112
mailto:cuddington.fete@gmail.com
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‘Keep your face to the sun, and you’ll never 

see the shadows’ 
Helen Keller, 1880 - 1968 

Dates for the Diary 

JULY  
Monday 2nd 2.00pm    Sunshine Club Tea, Playing Fields Clubhouse 
Friday 6th, 6:00pm  FREE BUBBLY AT THE CROWN ! 
Monday 9th July 6.30pm  Edwin Rye’s Garden Wendover 
Saturday 14th 1.30pm  Cuddington Fete 
Saturday 14th 6.30pm Post Fete Family Games & BBQ at Playing Fields 
Sunday 15th 10.00 am Open-Air All-Age Service, Playing Fields. 
Monday 16th 2.00pm      Sunshine Club Garden Party Lunch Tyringham Hall 
Friday 20th July 2.00pm  Early Man, Village Picture House, Bernard Hall  
Monday 23rd 1.30pm      Sunshine Club Matinee Cinema, Bernard Hall,  
    'Those Magnificent Men in their Flying Machines 
Monday 23rd 7.30pm  Parish Council Meeting, Bernard Hall  
Friday 27th 12noon  John Voigt Memorial Service, St. Nicholas’ Church 
Tuesday 31st 1.30pm An American In Paris, Village Picture House  
 
SEPTEMBER 
Thursday 6th  7.00pm Julie, NT, Village Picture House, Bernard Hall 
Thursday 20th 12:30pm Kathy Brown’s garden, Manor House Stevington 
Thursday 20th 8.00pm The Guernsey Literary & Potato Peel Pie Society,  
    Village Picture House, Bernard Hall  
Thursday 27th 7.00pm King Lear, NT, Village Picture House, Bernard Hall  

 
Volunteers from The Tuesday Group and St 
Nicholas’ Church will be running ‘La  
Patisserie’ at the Village Fete on 14th July 
and would very much appreciate donations 

of cakes, biscuits, sweets, jams and chutneys to sell.   
 

We need lots of scrummy goodies that are worth 
storming the Bastille for and prevent the 
helpers being sent to the guillotine for  
supplying scant provisions. 
 

Donations can be brought to the Bernard 
Hall from 11.00 am on the Saturday  
morning.  Please ensure items are adequately 
wrapped and labelled, especially if nuts are involved.   

    Merci beaucoup. 

Let Them Eat Cake! 

Fundraising for  
India  
 

Just an update on my 3 
peaks challenge to raise 
money for a Guides trip 
to India. We made it up 
Snowdon through the 
wind, rain, hail and 
thunder although  
unfortunately there 
was no view at the top 
due to the weather 
conditions.  
 

Next on the list is Scafell Pike which I am aiming to climb in the  
summer holidays. Thank you to everybody for all the support and 
encouragement.  My fundraising continues at  
https://www.gofundme.com/girl-guiding-trip-to-india-2019 
Poppy Winnicott 

 
 
 
 
 
 

SUMMER HOLIDAY SURVIVAL RAFFLE  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Your chance to win a hamper packed with 
lots of summer holiday goodies for children 

and adults alike, with vouchers and gifts  
kindly donated by Rogue Bowling, Rogue 

Racing, Whizz Kids, Zoomania and  
Haddenham Screen. 

Tickets are now available to purchase at the 
library. The draw will be made on July 20th 

before the schools break up! 

Mike & Laura would like to  
officially invite all residents of  

Cuddington village to a free glass of 
bubbly on Friday the 6th of July from 6pm at The 
Crown to celebrate us taking on the village pub.  

The Crown  

https://www.gofundme.com/girl-guiding-trip-to-india-2019
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Services at St Nicholas 
(Churchwardens: Helen Keeping 291635 and 

James Stonham 292221) 

July 2018 
 

1st July   10.00  Holy Communion 
 
8th July  10.00 All-age Service  
 
15th July 10.00 Holy Communion 
 
22nd July 10.00 Morning Worship  
 

29th July 10.00  Morning Worship 
 

 

Opportunities for praying together in church are 
each Thursday at 9.00 am, and each Sunday at 

9.10 am.  

There is a service at 5.30 pm every Sunday  
evening at Cuddington Methodist Chapel. 

Another great month at 
Cuddington and  Dinton 
School! 

Our Year 6 children won the year six Aylesbury Vale Games at 
Mandeville School – well done to all who took part! And also 
congratulations to the Year 5 and 6 netball team who came a 
very close 2nd in the Aylesbury league.  They managed to win 
all matches, except for losing only once to the eventual league 
winners. 
We dug up our first crop of potatoes during this month and the 

Gardening club ate 
roast potatoes as a 
result, which they 
thoroughly enjoyed! 
As part of our Key 
Stage 1 topic, we are 
keen to teach the 
children about  
cultures and customs 
from another  
continent.   

We were thrilled when Mrs Mitchell kindly offered to teach the 
Year 1 and 2 children the art of African drumming,  
immersing themselves in an African art (see photograph)  They 
had their first lesson this week and every child was transfixed 
and fully engaged in the activity… so too were the teachers!   
The children will be having a few more sessions before the end 
of term and will be eager to showcase all that they have 
learned at the topic finale on Tuesday 17th July. 
We have just welcomed our new Foundation parents to the 
'family' of Cuddington and Dinton School.  It was lovely to see 
so many familiar faces and both Mrs Harvey and I are looking 
forward to our class of twenty 4 and 5 year olds. 
We look forward to reporting next month on our huge fund 
raising event - Tony Hadley in concert.  Hopefully the weather 
will be kind to us and I will enjoy seeing everyone having a 
great time.                                    Kim Price, Headteacher 

Greener Cuddington  
We recently carried out our annual Cuddington  
Vertebrate Watch (results are on the village web site) 
and found that bird numbers were roughly in line with 

previous years, which was a good result. If we carried out the 
same exercise on insects this year, I suspect that the results 
would be very different. Last autumn some German  
researchers reported that the numbers of flying insects were 
down by 45%  in their country and other studies in the USA 
back this up. Locally there is no doubt that many of our 
butterflies, moths and honey bees are declining.  
I visit local fields and the River Thame at least once a week 
and record any wildlife I encounter on the way, and my  
records for this spring and summer are rather paltry. I have 
photographs of 7 or 8 species of damselfly/dragonfly taken in 
2012 with lots around the ponds and ditches below Ridgebarn 
Farm. Since then the number of species has declined rapidly, 
until this year I have only seen a declining number of Banded 
Demoiselles flying on the river, and nothing at all on the 
ponds and ditches. In previous years clouds of mayflies were 
normal, but there were very few this year.  
After all this sunny, dry weather, one would expect lots of 
butterflies in the garden: perhaps we’ve been unlucky, but 
we’ve had a couple of orange tips, one red admiral, a couple 
of small whites, a glimpse of a holly blue and that’s about it. 
Also, I used to see lots of orange tips, whites, gatekeepers, 
ringlets and meadow browns along many of the verges in 
common blues in a couple of places around the fields, but so 
far this year, hardly any. And then there is the grisly topic of 
squashed insects on the windscreen, especially on summer 
evenings which seems to be turning into a thing of the past. 
I had the privilege of being shown the hand-written journal of 
the nature-enthusiast father of a local landowner that he had 
created between the World Wars at his home in Oxfordshire. 
This was a revelation! There were beautiful colour sketches of 
many butterfly species, including the (now) very rare large 
blue and others that are no longer seen at all.  I find it very 

sad that we have lost so much of nature and 
yet hardly anyone seems to notice or care, 
but much, much more urgent is the warning 
that represents. I believe that it is a flashing 
red signal that our entire society will ignore 
at its peril. Insects play a huge role at many 
levels in the web of life, and a severe  
reduction in their numbers will have  
consequences for all the other species, and for agriculture. Insectivorous 
birds will, of course, suffer (where are the swallows this year?), but their 
role in the soil, on plants and in the air is such that without them the web 
of life will collapse. Some of the causes are known: agricultural pesticides 
and crop planting practices, habitat loss and urbanisation, but we have a 
lot to learn about the many links and dependencies in nature which  
enable life to thrive on our incredibly rare and beautiful planet. I would 
argue that it is far more important than the ‘housing crisis’, national debt, 
GDP or whether we possess the latest, cleverest machines. 
What can we do? We can cry “ENOUGH!” loudly enough for politicians to 
hear, and we can take responsibility for our own actions and decisions. 
Fewer flies and wasps may be convenient, but there may be a terrible 
sting in the tail of the insects we are destroying for our children and 
grandchildren.                Doug Kennedy 


