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                      March  -  2018 

Easter in Wychert Vale 

Thank you, Caroline! 
Caroline Thompson was a very familiar figure to many of 

us in the village, not least being seen walking one of her 

very long line of dogs. 
 

Not long before last Christmas she moved to Woodstock to 

be nearer to her family, a move she had been planning for 

many years. But despite the fact we knew she was to leave 

the village at some stage, when the !me came it was s!ll a 

bit of a shock. 
 

Caroline did a huge amount of work in the church behind 

the scenes, a lot of which is only being no!ced now she 

isn’t there to do it!  She just no!ced things that needed 

doing and quietly did them. She did most of her work 

quietly behind a counter or in the kitchen, serving others 

rather than taking a leading role, such as standing up and 

organising from the front. 
 

For many years we have enjoyed Caroline’s beau!ful  

flower arrangements in church.   Much thought went into 

St Nicholas, Cuddington 
Friday 30

th
 March, 2.00pm  

Hour by the Cross 

Sunday 1
st

 April, 10.00am  

Holy Communion 

St Mary’s, Haddenham 
Friday 30

th
 March  

10.15am    Walk of Witness 

11.00am    Service 

Sunday 1
st

 April,  

6.15am   Sunrise Service 

8.30am    Holy Communion (BCP) 

9.15am    Café Plus 

6.30pm    Easter Communion 

St Michael’s, Aston Sandford 
Sunday 1

st
 April 

11.00am Holy Communion 

Save the Date 

It’s Panto at St Nick’s 

(oh no it isn’t; oh yes it is!) 

Monday 2
nd

 April, St Nicholas, 

Cuddington  

Details in April’s Village Voice 

St John the Bap$st, Stone 
Friday 30

th
 March  

10.00am Walk of Witness 

10.30am Family Service 

Sunday 1
st

 April 

10.30am All Age Communion 

SS Peter & Paul, Dinton 
Friday 30

th
 March 

2.00pm Hour by the Cross 

Sunday 1
st

 April 

10.00am Family Communion 

St Nicholas, Kingsey 
Thursday 29

th
 March 

7.30pm Maundy Day Service 

Sunday 1
st

 April 

9.15am Kingsey Breakfast 

the arrange-

ments, Caroline 

never wan!ng to 

do the same 

thing over again, 

and the results 

were always  

deligh<ul.  A 

hard act to  

follow! The same 

though<ul approach also applied to her needlecra= as a 

member of the church banner group. Her embroidered red 

kite on the harvest banner is a wonderful example of her skill 

and a?en!on to detail. 
 

Many will shall miss her friendship, and her loyal support of 

the Utugi Street Children Project was always so much  

appreciated. She was always there to help with events. 

 

(Con'nued on page 2) 

Phil Groves saying thank you to Caroline 
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Spring is here! Buds are star!ng to shoot and lambs will be running around in the fields. 

It sounds idyllic! The book of Genesis at the start of the Bible tells of God crea!ng the 

world, the sea, the sky, the land and all the creatures and plants that live and grow in the 

world and each !me God acted in crea!on, the Bible tells us: “And God saw that it was 

good.” Indeed the Garden of Eden was idyllic! 

God then created mankind with the right to rule over the earth or in a different  

transla!on “to have dominion” over the created world concluding with the words: “God 

saw all that he had made, and it was very good.” 
 

And it was very good, but slowly and steadily it has become less good and that change from good has rapidly  

increased in its pace since the start of the Industrial Revolu!on, from about 1760 onwards. Mankind has learnt how to 

mass produce things, enabled mass transit and in much of the world extended life expectancy. What we have not 

learned is how to do all this without damaging the very fabric that enables us to live. 

We have as mankind, only in the rela!vely recent !me, started to realise the damage that is happening to the world 

and many will remember the ‘Ozone scare’ caused by damage from the propellant used in !ns of spray. Fortunately 

the world generally has reacted posi!vely to that threat and the damage is star!ng to repair itself. 

Nevertheless, we are s!ll needing to learn. We all moved over to buying diesel cars because we understood that this 

produced less carbon dioxide than petrol, not realising un!l recently that we were instead poisoning ourselves with 

increased levels of nitrous oxide. 

 

Within the last year or so we have started to recognise the damage that plas!c items, that are not biodegradable, are 

doing to the environment, par!cularly to the sea. Plas!c is so universally useful that we are o=en blissfully unaware of 

its presence, par!cularly in things like makeup and cleaning materials. Some of the recent pictures and videos of miles 

of plas!c pollu!on in the ocean are horrific to view and we need to act. 

Our vicar, Margot Hodson, recently circulated to church members a link to a web site - h?p://www.churchcare.co.uk/

images/Plas!c_Free_Lent.pdf - with sugges!ons on cuNng back on the use of plas!c for Lent, a !me when individuals 

tradi!onally give up something. Perhaps you might like to take up that challenge and thereby help to save the world 

in which we all live, not for ourselves but for our children and our children’s children! 

May the God of crea!on bless each one of us as we seek wisdom in our “dominion” of our world. 

 Jonathan 

Thought for the Month 
 

Evening Services 

in the Benefice 
Many people welcome the opportunity to try different 

services, in different surroundings; and these are the 

evening services taking place in February.  

Sunday 11
th

 March, 6.30 pm at St Mary’s, Haddenham  

 – Praise Service, led by Phil Groves  

Sunday 18
th

 March, 6.30 pm, at St Mary’s, Haddenham  

 – Wellspring, led by Margot Hodson 

Thursday 29
th

 March, 7.30pm, at St Mary’s Haddenham  

 – Benefice Maundy Day Service, led by Nadine 

  Rose, with Margot Hodson preaching 

Apart from her work for the church she made a major  

contribu!on to the life of the village and its various  

organisa!ons and events. We have seen how much care  

Caroline has given to rescue dogs over the years. 
 

In the W.I., when things didn’t go to plan, she would  

improvise calmly and keep the ship afloat. She was resilient 

and seemed able to take life as it comes. 
 

For several years she hosted the Chris!an Aid Plant Sale 

and Bring and Buy Evening, helping the village raise much-

needed funds for this most worthwhile of chari!es. 
 

At her last Sunday service at St Nicholas’, Phil Groves ex-

pressed everyone’s gra!tude to her, wished her well and 

presented her with a pain!ng of the house she was about 

to leave, Ski?le Green Co?age, which Sarah Wood had 

cleverly acquired for just such an occasion a few years ago. 

(Con'nued from page 1) 
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Freya Cox 
A Thanksgiving Service was held 

in St Nicholas’ Church on 10
th

 

February in memory of Freya 

Cox who so suddenly and  

tragically died at the end of  

December. 

Freya was just 19 and in her 

second year at Bristol  

University, having had her  

secondary educa!on at  

Aylesbury High School. 

Although the family had only lived in Cuddington for just over 

8 years, her parents Mike and Alison, and her siblings Ollie and 

Ma!lda, iden!fied so much with the village that they wanted 

to have the service here, where Freya had felt so much a part. 

Despite the fact that the an!cipated numbers were always  

likely to well exceed 300 guests and stretch both the church 

and the Bernard Hall to their limits it was important to them 

that this was going to be a very special village occasion for the 

family. 

What follows is an apprecia!on which Mike and Alison wanted 

to share through Village Voice. 

It is with deep sadness that we would like to share our 

hear-elt thanks to our incredibly suppor've friends and the 

residents of Cuddington and beyond for their uns'n'ng  

support.  
 

It s'll doesn’t feel real that our beau'ful daughter has passed 

away but we knew, as her loving family, that Freya would have 

wanted us to host a Service in her memory in her much loved 

village. Freya adored Cuddington and was so proud of her  

village. She loved the friends she made here, the families she 

baby-sat for, the sense of community, the rolling countryside 

and the stunning walks which she would run with her dog 

Cracker nearly every day before school. Even though she was 

in her second year studying English Literature at Bristol, home 

con'nued to be important to Freya. This Christmas, when her 

Dad picked her up she squealed with delight at the sight of the 

village Christmas Tree. As a literature student, Freya was a 

dreamer; she devoured books at speed and thought her life 

would pan out through the script of a film.  She always said 

she wanted a village life for her own family and Cuddington set 

the bar high.  As her university friend Emma so eloquently said 

at the Thanksgiving Service “We shared many wonderful  

moments walking on the Downs (in Bristol) and being outside 

together. Freya loved nature; the water and the land. It is 

through this that Freya’s spirit will live. She will endure in the 

land and remind us of how bright and beau'ful life is…”  
 

If you a:ended Freya's Thanksgiving Service you will have 

picked up how extraordinarily proud of Freya we are - of the 

accomplished young woman she became and of her breath-

taking enthusiasm for life. We are proud of her countless 

achievements, her stunning beauty, her zest for adventure, her 

astounding determina'on, and her some'mes quirky take on 

life. Freya’s close friends and her brother and sister all spoke 

poe'c and meaningful words with strength, determina'on, 

clarity and endless love and through those words, Freya's  

vitality will live on. Her bright, beau'ful light shone on us all 

and she influenced all of our family and her friends in so 

many ways. She lived her life at an impressive pace,  

working hard, travelling, flourishing with her adventures 

and volunteering, and grabbing every opportunity that 

came her way.  It was truly amazing for us to watch her fly.  

  

We are acutely aware of the number of lives Freya touched. 

We know Freya loved and was loved and the number of 

friends who a:ended the church and Bernard Hall was  

testament to that. As her family, we cannot thank everyone 

enough for their kind support, not just on the day, but in the 

run up to the Service when we really couldn’t see the wood 

for the trees, our minds in a fog. It has made our reality just 

a li:le bit more bearable and absolutely demonstrates what 

being part of a close community is all about. We will never 

forget the love and support we have received. 
 

Freya’s Thanksgiving Service was everything our vibrant, 

sparkling and determined daughter would have  

wanted.  From the inspiring words expressed by her  

brilliant young friends, the extraordinary organisa'on 

by the Freya commi:ee and the village team (we will, I 

promise, thank you all individually) to the stunning lights 

twinkling at twilight ligh'ng Freya’s path, the warm  

welcome for the hordes of students from her school and 

university, to the delicious Freya-style food. Every  

eventuality was considered and prepared for and numerous 

people gave their 'me and energy.  
 

Freya was a posi've, forever 

smiling, go-geAng and life-

affirming influence on all those 

who knew her. In her 

own words, wri:en to her  

kindred spirit Lydia at the  

beginning of this academic 

year “literally life is so exci'ng 

right now and I need to keep 

reminding myself to make the 

most of it because we are so 

lucky! We have so much to be 

grateful for. I mean yeah we 

worked our 'ny arses off to get where we are but to even 

have the opportunity to be in these vibrant, exci'ng places 

is so cool, so CARPE DIEM my friend”  
 

The Thanksgiving Service for Freya was unforge:able and 

words are not enough to express our thanks, but honestly 

and genuinely, thank you. Freya will be in our hearts  

forever. We will never say goodbye. 

  

 Mike, Alison, Ollie and Ma'lda. x 

 

We were completely unaware of Freya’s heart condi!on, 

and we are now working with a charity called CRY (Cardiac 

Risk in the Young), trying to find answers and to help to 

raise awareness. 600 families every year find themselves in 

our posi!on and over 12 young people every week die from 

undiagnosed cardiac condi!ons, many of whom are fit and 

athle!c just like Freya. If you would like to support the  

charity please go to  

h?ps://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/mikealison1877. 

Thank you. 
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Sunshine Club 

Ma$nee Cinema 

presents ‘Easter Parade’ 

starring the all-!me greats, 

Fred Astaire and Judy Garland, at the 

Bernard Hall, Cuddington, on Monday 

26
th

 March at 1.30pm (doors open 

1pm). 

This lavish 

1948 American 

musical,  

featuring music 

by Irving Berlin, 

includes some 

of Astaire and 

Garland’s best-known songs, including 

‘Easter Parade’, ‘Steppin Out with my 

Baby’, ‘We’re a Couple of Swells’. 

Big screen, comfortable upholstered 

seats.  Tea and cake included in the 

price £5/£4 (cons). 

To book phone 01844 291 526 – or on 

the door subject to availability. 

Home Start Aylesbury 

Defibrillator Training – Saturday 10th March at 3pm 

The Parish Council has arranged a further opportunity to have 

CPR and defibrillator training in the village.  Training com-

mences at 3pm and concludes at 4.30pm on Saturday 10th 

March, in the Bernard Hall.  It is being delivered by Ian Jones, 

a fully qualified paramedic from South Central Ambulance 

Service.  This training will provide all a?endees with a clear 

understanding of how to use CPR and defibrillators in the 

case of a suspected cardiac arrest and, perhaps, save 

someone’s life. 

The training is limited to only 20 spaces, so please, if you want to secure a place 

and to support your community, then e-mail your details, or telephone, to Vene!a 

Davies, Clerk to the Parish Council, on cuddingtonpc@gmail.com 

Depending on demand, it may be possible for a further session to be arrange in 

the future. 

For over 10 years Home-Start Aylesbury has been suppor'ng 

ordinary families with young children struggling to cope through 

difficult 'mes.  We are now looking for new volunteers to join 

our friendly team.  

Our network of home-visi'ng volunteers offer emo'onal and prac'cal support for 

2-3 hours a week to any family in Aylesbury Vale with one or more children under 

5 who need some help. Maybe they are feeling isolated or lonely, or are having a 

hard 'me coping with their child’s illness or disability, bereavement, post natal 

depression or be having rela'onship difficul'es, they could be struggling to cope 

with the physical and emo'onal demands of having a baby, young children, or 

mul'ple birth. 

 Volunteers offer a listening ear, reassurance and encouragement, playing and 

helping with the children, prac'cal support or an extra pair of hands! This simple 

parent-to-parent help can have a posi've and long-las'ng impact on family life. 

If you can give 2-3 hours a week and have paren'ng experience we would love to 

hear from you. All volunteers are provided with training, support and expenses. 

For an informal chat please contact Shushana Kendrick on 01296 485615 or  

info@homestartaylesbury.org.uk 

   BACH  

   St Ma3hew Passion  

 

Conductor:  Jeff Stewart 

With: Aylesbury Sinfonie?a & 

children’s choir from Pipers Corner 

School 

Soloists include:  

 Alistair Walker (Evangelist) 

 Lawrence White (Christus) 

 Sarah Bosquet (Soprano) 

 Simon Thorpe (Bass) 

 Janet Shell (Mezzo soprano) 

Saturday 24th March 2018   7.30pm 

St Mary’s Church, Aylesbury 

Tickets (£15) available from: 

       St Mary’s Church, Aylesbury (M-F) 

       Just, 11 High St, Wendover 

       OR visit   

       www.aylesburychoral.org.uk  

The Annual Village Mee!ng is on Wednesday 18
th

 April at 

7.30pm in the Bernard Hall. 

An opportunity to both hear about aspects of what is  

happening in your community and to ask ques!ons. 

Picture (right) shows Parish Council Chairman Ken Birkby 

at a recent mee$ng 

Annual Village Mee$ng 

The choir is delighted to have Janet 

Shell as a soloist especially given that 

she was a past member of the choir. 

She was also head of music at Waddes-

don Secondary School, which was be-

fore she went on to the Guildhall 

School of Music and Drama to retrain 

professionally as a singer. 

In addi'on to oratorio and recital sing-

ing Janet also teaches and gives vocal 

master classes. 

Make a note of 

the date: 

 

Bernard Hall, Saturday 28
th

 April, 2pm 

Sunshine Club 
Bazaar 
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Quiz Night 

March will be a busy month for your local community 

cinema.  On Thursday 1st we’ll be screening Victoria & 

Abdul (cert. PG), in which Judi Dench reprises the role of 

Queen Victoria, 20 years a=er first playing her in Mrs 

Brown.  The film chronicles the unlikely true story of the 

friendship between Her Majesty and a young Indian 

clerk called Abdul, who had travelled to England for the 

Golden Jubilee.  He had expected to wait tables, but 

found himself working as Victoria’s personal a?endant.  

Within a year, he had become a powerful figure at 

court; but their controversial friendship nearly led to a 

revolt in the royal household.  “Dench is magnificent 

throughout ……….... her performance feels u?erly au-

then!c,” says The Independent.  “Sly humour and  

genuine emo!on abound as this fascina!ng true story 

emerges from the shadows of history,” says  

Radio Times. 

Then on 8th March we’ll be showing the film Breathe 

(cert. 12A), starring Andrew Garfield and Claire Foy.  

Breathe tells the extraordinary story of Robin  

Cavendish, a young, daring and adventurous man whose 

life was changed forever a=er polio le= him paralysed at 

the age of 28.  Unable to move from the neck down and 

given only three months to live, he became a pioneering  

advocate for disabled people.  He and his wife Diana 

travelled the world, trying to improve and transform the 

lives of other people like Robin.  The film is produced by 

Jonathan Cavendish, Robin’s son.  “A triumph of joy 

over adversity … heartwarming and heartbreaking in 

equal measure,” says The Guardian.  “There’s an energy 

and op!mism here which belie the grim subject 

ma?er,” says The Independent. 

On 15th March our film will be Paddington 2 (cert. PG), 

with Ben Whishaw, Hugh Grant, Hugh Bonneville and 

Sally Hawkins.  Paddington 2 con!nues the adventures 

of the li?le bear from darkest Peru, now that he’s a  

permanent member of the Brown family and a popular 

member of the local community.  His Aunt Lucy’s 100th 

birthday is coming up, and he’s trying to find the perfect 

present for her.  A unique, an!que book could be  

exactly what he needs – but 

when a dastardly thief 

snatches it, it’s up to  

Paddington and the Browns 

to catch him and get it 

back…………...  This eagerly-

awaited sequel to the 

smash hit original is Ro?en 

Tomatoes’ best-reviewed 

movie ever, with 165  

posi!ve reviews and 0 

ro?en.  “One of the best 

movies of 2017 … an hour 

and forty minutes of  

absolute joy,” says Radio 

Times.  “A plethora of laugh-aloud gags, visual and verbal, with 

a coherent story that is touching without straying into  

sen!mentality,” says the Evening Standard.  A repeat screening 

at 2pm on 29th March will form the Kids’ Club movie for the 

start of the Easter holidays. 

On 22nd March we’ll be screening William Shakespeare’s Julius 

Caesar (cert. 15), to be broadcast live from the Bridge Theatre 

on the South Bank with David 

Calder in the !tle role and also 

starring Ben Whishaw, David 

Morrissey and Michelle Fairley.  

Caesar returns in triumph to 

Rome and the people pour out 

of their homes to celebrate.  

Alarmed by the autocrat’s  

popularity, the educated élite 

conspire to bring him down.  

A=er his assassina!on, civil war 

erupts on the streets of the  

capital.  Nicholas Hytner’s new  

produc!on will thrust the  

audience into the street party 

that greets Caesar’s return, the congress that witnesses his 

murder, the rally that assembles for his funeral and the chaos 

that explodes in its wake.  “Hytner delivers a visceral, poli!cally 

urgent tragedy,” says The Guardian.  “A star-studded poli!cal 

cataclysm for our !mes,” says The Telegraph.  Contains strobe 

ligh!ng. 

Looking ahead to April, on Thursday 5th we’ll be showing  

Wonder, a heartwarming and inspira!onal story about a young 

boy with a severe facial deformity who has to try to fit in at a 

new school.  On 19th April our film will be Goodbye  

Christopher Robin, the untold true story of A. A. Milne, whose 

young son was the inspira!on for the tales of Winnie the Pooh.  

Then on Sunday 22nd April we’ll be screening Puccini’s popular 

opera La Bohème, captured live at Italy’s Teatro Comunale di 

Bologna. 

 

Visit the web page for more details of all features: 

www.cuddingtonvillage.com/cinema 

Haddenham Community Library Quiz Night 

Saturday 21
st

 April, 7:30pm 

Haddenham St Mary’s C E School 

£7 per person (payable in advance at the library) £7.50 on the 

door includes cheese pla?er and biscuits per table.   

Please bring our own drink. 

Max 8 per table 

Any raffle dona!ons appreciated 

This event is to help raise funds to support the 
library. 
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Gardening Club AGM 

Gardening is not graceful and it makes one hot; 

but it is a blessèd sort of work.  

And if Eve had had a spade in paradise and 

known what to do with it, 

 We should not have had all that sad business 

of the Apple! 

Elizabeth,  Countess von Arnim 

 

The Chairman,  Jennifer Schram 

de Jong, welcomed some 27 members 

to the 25
th

 AGM of the Cuddington  

Gardening Club (CGC),  which brought 

the club’s  25
th

 Anniversary year to a 

close.  The minutes of the 24
th  

 AGM 

were approved,  and the  2017  

commi?ee, together with Carol  

Hayward, was unanimously elected to 

stay on for another year. 

The Treasurer presented the 

accounts for the year ending December 

2017;  he gave a brief explana!on of the 

accounts and reminded the mee!ng 

that with a very healthy balance sheet,  

it had been decided that the anniversary 

lunch would be subsidised for the  

benefit of members, which explained 

the deficit in the balance sheet.   It was 

also deemed unnecessary to raise  

subscrip!ons for 2018, which remain at 

£10.00.   He        answered one or two 

ques!ons  and the chairman thanked 

Simon for his work and  asked  the 

mee!ng to approve and adopt the  

accounts. This was agreed unanimously.  

She thanked her commi?ee for all their 

hard work and support throughout a 

very busy year and Tim Stevens for  

manning the bar on club evenings. 
 

Jennifer reported that the club 

had had  a number of very interes!ng 

speakers,  two successful  ou!ngs locally 

and an enjoyable  coach trip to the Savill 

Garden in Windsor.    The club stall at 

the fete had been much admired and 

raised a goodly sum towards fete funds.   

The highlight of the past year had been 

the Silver Anniversary Lunch which was 

a?ended by 62 members and friends 

who enjoyed a very good lunch catered 

for by Sandy and her team from the 

Waddesdon Deli;  a rolling slide show  of 

photographs depic!ng  the many events 

enjoyed by the club during its 25 years 

right up to the present day  -  how 

 

 young we all looked!!   We 

were also reminded of  

gardening friends who,  

sadly, were no longer with 

us.   The January social was 

also well a?ended with  42 

members braving the cold to 

catch up with friends,  eat  a 

delicious supper  washed 

down with copious amounts 

of Bucks Fizz while puzzling 

over another of Jennifer’s 

quizzes.   The quiz was won 

by Rosemary’s dream team 

of  Andy,  Charles and Ange-

la.     An enjoyable evening 

was had by all. 
 

Jennifer said about 

15 members  had  given up 

their membership,  of which  

four members had moved 

from the village -  but she  was delighted to welcome  about the same number of 

new members which kept the membership  stable; hopefully the new blood will 

bring in new ideas which bodes well for the club’s future.     
 

She told members the programme for 2018 promised to be varied and 

hopefully enjoyable.   Con!nuing with : 
 

Monday, 12
th

 March  -  Derek Dexter will be talking to us about growing 

and propaga!ng fuchsias.   There will be an opportunity to buy plants from Derek 

who has  promised us an “interac!ve” talk. 
 

Monday, 9
th

 April  -  will see the return,  a=er about 10 years,  of Edwin 

Rye whose garden in Wendover was a prize winning BBC garden of the year.    

Later on in July, we will also be organising a visit to Edwin’s garden. 

 

With snowdrops, crocuses and aconites  bringing joy to our hearts and  a 

few daffodils already blooming in the village leading us to believe that Spring 

might just be on its way  –  unhappily  not so!     However, if you are desperate to 

get out into your gardens,  if you didn’t put your garden to bed last Autumn,  then, 

on a dry sunny day, you could just about start clearing away some of the dead 

growth,  but beware of treading on the soil if it is s!ll wet and claggy!  Personally I 

think I will con!nue to think about it a while longer – but you never know! 

 

    BE HAPPY AND THINK   “GARDENING” but do wrap up warmly.   With 

best wishes to you all !  

Jennifer 

Two of the slides used in the AGM presenta$on—

Gardening Club at the fete (above) and visit to 

the Savill gardens (below) 



7 

March brings breezes loud and shrill, 

S$rs the dancing daffodil. 
Sara Coleridge (1802–1852), "The Months"  

Dates for your Diary 

Claire Hawkins (le9) and Shulah Oliver 

Dance the Night Away! 
The next St Nicholas concert will be on Saturday 17

th
 March at 7.30pm when 

Shula Oliver (violin and viola) and Claire Hawkins (clarinet) - Duo Armande - will 

playing Beethoven, Dvorak, Debussy and many other composers for their 'Dance 

the Night Away'  programme. 

Duo Armande formed in 2000, a=er Claire and Shulah discovered some of the 

great repertoire available.  They enjoy exploring the repertoire for their unusual 

combina!on of instruments and as a result now perform a variety of works  

ranging from Bruch's well known Clarinet and Viola Concerto to the deligh<ul, 

but lesser known music of Busch, Jacob, Hindemith and Rebecca Clarke as well 

as transcrip!ons and arrangements of an eclec!c selec!on of music.  

An evening of music inspired by dance including favourites from…  

Tchaikovsky’s ballet scores, Johann Strauss (‘King of the Waltz), 

Saint-Saens’s Dance Macabre, Mon$’s Czardas, 

Tangos and more!  

The concert will be in aid of Kampala Music School; !ckets are £12 (under 16's 

free) and available from: 

 §  Caroline Saker - 01844 291825 

 §  Cuddington Village Stores 

 §  www.cuddingtonvillage.com/church 

March 

Thursday 1
st

 8pm   ‘Victoria and Abdul’ Village Picture House  

Monday 5
th

 2pm   Sunshine Club, Playing Fields Clubhouse 

Wednesday 7
th

 8pm   Bookworms, Playing Fields Clubhouse  

Thursday 8
th

 7.30pm  Focus Group – Understanding the Bible 4  

Thursday 8
th

 8pm   Breathe’ Village Picture House  

Monday 12
th 

 7.30pm Gardening Club, Derek Dexter talking about growing 

     Fuchsias 

Thursday 15
th

 8pm   ‘Paddington 2’ Village Picture House  

Saturday 17
th

 7.30pm  Duo Armande concert, in aid of 

     Kampala Music School  

Monday 19
th

 2pm   Sunshine Club, Playing Fields Clubhouse  

Thursday 22
nd

 7pm   ‘Julius Caesar’  NTLive, Village Picture House  

Thursday 22
nd

 7.30pm  Focus Group – Understanding the Bible 5  

Monday 26
th

 2pm   Sunshine Club Ma!nee Cinema, ‘Easter Parade’ 

Monday 26
th  

7.30pm Parish Council Mee!ng, Bernard
 
Hall 

Thursday 29
th

   Cuddington Dinton School breaks up  

Thursday 29
th

 2pm   ‘Paddington 2’  Kids’ Cinema  

Friday 30
th

    Good Friday  

April 

Sunday 1
st

   Easter Sunday 

Thursday 5
th

 8pm   ‘Wonder’ Village Picture House  

Monday 9
th

 2pm  Sunshine Club tea, Playing Fields Clubhouse 

Monday, 9
th

 7.30pm  Gardening Club, a talk by Edwin Rye 

Wednesday 18
th

 7.30pm Annual Village Mee!ng, Bernard Hall 

Monday 23
rd

 2pm  Sunshine Club tea, Playing Fields Clubhouse 

Saturday 28
th

 2pm  Sunshine Club Spring Bazaar, Bernard Hall 

Monday 30
th

 7.30pm Parish Council Mee!ng, Bernard
 
Hall  

Mum’s 
Breakfast 
Join us for some YOU !me at our next 

Mum’s Breakfast on Saturday 24th 

March in Cuddington church. Coffee, 

tea and warm pastries will be served 

from 9am. Call/email Sonia (291883/

sonia.storey1@b!nternet.com) if you’d 

like more details. 

…..is a new venture hoping to  

provide an opportunity for enjoyable 

informal social gathering.  Mee$ngs 

will be held on the second Tuesday of 

the month at 2.30pm in the Playing 

Fields Clubhouse.  Everyone  

welcome, men and women!  No  

subscrip$on – just a per mee$ng fee 

of £2.00 to cover expenses, and  

including tea.   
 

Our next mee$ng will be held on 

Tuesday, 13th March when we will 

be hearing some reminiscences of the 

Second World War.  Were you an 

evacuee, or have memories you 

would be willing to share with us?  

We would love you to come along 

and also extend a warm welcome to 

anyone wishing to aHend. 
 

Contact:  Rosemary Bradbury  Tel. 

01844 290249. 

The Tuesday 
Group…. 
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Services at St. Nicholas 
(Churchwardens: Helen Keeping 291635 and 

James Stonham 292221)  

March 
 

4th 10.00 am   HOLY COMMUNION 
  

11th 10.00 am   ALL-AGE SERVICE  
   (Mothering Sunday) 
 

18st 10.00 am   HOLY COMMUNION 
  
25th 10.00 am   MORNING WORSHIP 
   (Palm Sunday) 

 

Opportunities for praying together in church are 

each Thursday at 

9.00 a.m. and each Sunday at 9.10 a.m.  

 

There is a service at 5.30 pm every Sunday 
evening at Cuddington Methodist Chapel. 

 
The children had a fantas'c 'me at Georges   

Marvellous Medicine earlier in February! The  

children thoroughly enjoyed themselves (as did the 

staff and parents who accompanied them!!) It was 

great to see their absolute pleasure at watching a 

live show, something we as a school endeavour to 

provide as much as possible. 
 

It is good also to be able to report that “Snick 

Snacks”, the name of the lunch'me club run by the 

church at the Infant site, is doing well. This is not to 

be confused with ”Nic Naks”  which was the name of 

the aPer school club which used to be run by the 

church, but no longer! 
 

We had another really valuable week when parents 

came into school to share the children’s learning.  It 

was most encouraging to see so many parents at 

the open sessions, which is all part of our endeavour 

to be as inclusive as we can with every child’s  

learning and development. And there was some very 

posi've feedback from parents aPerwards.  
 

World Book day is on Thursday 1st March and we 

are having a dressing up theme for each site; the 

Infant site is characters from Julia Donaldson books 

– so be warned that you might see a Gruffalo or two 

around the village! 
 

The Founda'on  

children are really 

enjoying their new 

outdoor area and are 

geAng great use and 

pleasure out of it. 
 

 Kim Price, Headteacher 

 

What price convenience? 

As you will probably know, our esteemed Prime Minister 

has pledged to “eliminate all avoidable plas!c waste..” by 

2042. As humanity is chucking 13 million tonnes of plas!c into our 

seas each year, let alone the amount floa!ng around on land, with 

an increasing human 

popula!on this implies 

that our Earth can cope 

with many !mes its  

current load of plas!c 

debris. So this target 

feels more like a cosy 

aspira!on, which costs 

nothing and achieves 

nothing, rather than 

effec!ve ac!on.  

Interes!ngly, a study has 

found that over 2 million 

avoidable single-use plas-

!c items were purchased 

by our Parliament during 

2017: straws, s!rrers, coffee cups, lids, sachets, cutlery, water 

bo?les and so on. 

At home, we are looking a=er a friend’s dog, so I have been walking 

two of them on the playing field on most days (Am I contribu!ng to 

the plas!c waste problem by collec!ng their poo in plas!c bags?) 

and pick up something plas!c most !mes. I know that what I am 

collec!ng has been blown, or dropped, there recently as I filled a 

(plas!c) bin bag with stuff on and around the field in January.  

According to the UK Gov’ts ‘Li?er Strategy for England’ (2017) a  

significant por!on of the £778 million spent on street cleaning was 

avoidable if people didn’t drop li?er and, more importantly, created 

less waste. 

No-one (I hope) likes li?er, but do we care about how much waste 

we create? It is so convenient that we can hold an event and not 

have to bother about washing up the plas!c cutlery, glasses and  

pas!cised paper plates and then it all gets taken away in a black 

plas!c bag by the dustbin men: problem solved! 

It is so convenient to buy a take-away coffee 

from Costa, or even be?er get that free one in 

Waitrose as you can just chuck the cup and top 

into the bin: sorted! And when I buy those lovely 

Belgian chocolate biscuits, they are so nicely 

packaged in a film, a box and a tray which  

separates them all out so conveniently. And so 

on: you get the point? 

What kind of World do you want? Do you really 

care about li?er enough to do something about it 

at source? Do plas!c-polluted waterways and 

oceans ma?er more than what is convenient to 

you? Should we expect real leadership in  

reducing waste, and therefore li?er, from our UK 

Government? But first, can we take ac!on? Do 

something real ourselves and insist that our  

Parliament does the same? 

 Doug Kennedy 

 doug@doug-kennedy.com 

Greener Cuddington 

 


