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                February 2018 

The Annual Meeting in December 2017 was to become the last meeting of 
Cuddington W.I. in its present form.  We celebrated sixty eight years of  
companionship, interest and action with a toast in something Italian and 
sparkling.  There had been a W.I. in the years between 1923 and 1939 but 
no official record of this time exists. However there is a folder, compiled by 
Peggy Cattell, which is kept with the other Cuddington archives at Stuart 
Lodge, the office of Bucks Federation of the W.I.  
The W.I. was started again in 1949. From old attendance records, the  
membership then numbered in excess of forty and the annual subscription 
was 3/6d. In 2017 we had thirteen members and the annual subscription 
was £39.   
In 1984 I was invited by my neighbour to attend a monthly meeting. I found 
one of the many good things about the W.I. to be a warm welcome and 
friendship to come. During the years we have developed the pattern of  
having speakers from local charities, our own local speakers and those with 
wide interests from the list of W.I. approved speakers. This has encouraged 
us to support and campaign for local charities; to take an interest in national 
campaigns which can be used to lobby governments: among the more  
recent were the effects of plastic in the oceans and the problem of  
loneliness. Some of the local charities we have supported are ScanAppeal, 
Cancer Care and Haematology at S.M.H., Florence Nightingale Hospice and 
Young CarersBucks, (I will continue the coin collection for young carers). 

(Continued on page 4) 

 
 
 
 

Angus Darroch McKechnie 
Following on from my article in the November edition of Village Voice I have a 
further update about Angus Darroch McKechnie. 
I am very grateful to the villagers who kindly donated funds to the restoration of 
the cross in the churchyard. I am happy to confirm this was completed in time 
for Remembrance Sunday. Peter Wenham was also able to provide me with an  
e-mail address of another Angus Darroch McKechnie. I contacted him and he 
confirmed that he was indeed the Great-Great-Grandson of Jane and Angus 
McKechnie who are buried in the church yard and the Great Grandson of Angus 
Dorrach who is named on the memorial. 

(Continued on page 5) 

 68 Years of the WI What sort of Cuddington do you 
want for your family’s future? 
The recent drafting of the Aylesbury Vale Local 
Plan set out a vision for the years ahead for 
housing for the Vale, identifying Cuddington as 
a medium sized village, so designated by its 
facilities such as school, field, local shop and 
public house. It sees that 21 houses could be 
built on two separate sites in the village. 
The Parish Council without detailed plans of 
developments has consulted with villagers 
about this plan and in principle supported the 
idea of planned growth within the village to 
assist sustainability for local services and an 
opportunity to develop village infrastructure 
such as pathways. It is mindful however of the 
limited capacity of our services such as the 
school and the impact on traffic volumes.  
The adoption of the Local Plan will likely be 
some eighteen months off but will at that time 
bring some order to future development. In 
the meantime we could potentially face 
developers bringing forward unsuitable  
proposals.                                                              

(Continued on page 3) 

The Unknown Soldier 

Village Plan  
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Mindfulness 
‘For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven; so do not worry 
about tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring worries of its own.’ 
How many times do we do that – worry about the past (which we definitely cannot change!) or 
worry about the future, about something which may never happen; but not be aware of the here 
and now.  Our busy lives, with ‘to do’ lists, dozens, if not hundreds of thoughts whizzing through our heads, or car  
journeys which we do on ‘automatic pilot’ because we’re focused on other things.  Sometimes we should ‘just stand and 
stare’ to appreciate the moment. 
A much-used word today is ‘mindfulness’, and it is presented as a 21st century new way to cope with stress, problems, 
modern life; but, it is an age-old way of bringing people back to the moment, so that they can pay attention to their  
surroundings, their senses; and to Christians because God is part of our everyday lives, allowing time to focus on ‘now’ 
can lead us to pay attention to God, his kingdom, his ‘still, small voice’ and our spiritual life.  
Take a moment, in a quiet place – at home, out walking the dog, anywhere – and just stop.  Breathe slowly and be aware 
of what is immediately around you.  Listen to the sounds of nature, notice small things, and focus on the ‘here and now’; 
and you will realize that the smallest, most everyday thing can bring a richness and joy to your life. 
Lastly, take time to read, WH Davies’ poem, ‘Leisure’, written in 1911; but still relevant today. 
 

What is this life if, full of care, 
We have no time to stand and stare. 
No time to stand beneath the boughs 
And stare as long as sheep or cows. 
No time to see, when woods we pass, 
Where squirrels hide their nuts in grass. 
No time to see, in broad daylight, 
Streams full of stars like skies at night. 
No time to turn at Beauty’s glance, 
And watch her feet, how they can dance. 
No time to wait till her mouth can 
Enrich that smile her eyes began. 
A poor life this if, full of care, 
We have no time to stand and stare.                                                                            Helen Keeping,  Church Warden 

Let’s Try Something 
Different 
(Benefice Evening Services) 
Many people welcome the opportunity to 
try different services, in different surroundings; and these 
are the evening services taking place in February.  
 
Sunday 4th February, 6.30pm at St Michael’s Church,  
Aston Sanford, Benefice Evensong, led by Nadine Rose & 
Margot Hodson, with Rosie Horner, preaching 
 
Sunday 11th February, 6.30pm at St Mary’s, Haddenham, 
Praise Service, led by Phil Groves  
 
Wednesday 14th February, 7.30pm at St John the Baptist, 
Stone, Ash Wednesday Communion Service, led by Margot 
Hodson, with  David Pickup, preaching 
 
Sunday 18th February, 6.30pm at St Mary’s, Haddenham,  
Wellspring, led by Margot Hodson 

 

  
 
 

 
 
 

Santa surprised the Tic Toc children yet again before Christmas, 
at our annual party!  After giving out some lovely presents, he 
got lots of cuddles and had some good chats with the children.  
 
Once a few offers to 
pull his beard had been  
diverted by the parents, 
Santa went on his way 
and the party went on. 
Thank you to Santa for 
popping in to see us and 
hope to see you again 
next Christmas.  
 
Tic Toc is held at the playing fields clubhouse every Friday from 
3.30pm - 5pm.  
For more information please contact Sonia on 291883 

Tic Toc  
Children’s Group  
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The Church Clock  

As things stand at this time there are very few powers within 
the Councils to prevent such haphazard growth as they have 
to argue each case on its merits as they appear. 
 
The Parish Council is seeking to develop a Neighbourhood 
Plan for the village to ensure development is both planned 
and ultimately in the village’s best interests. Neighbourhood 
planning was introduced in the 2011 Localism Act whereby 
Communities can directly shape development in their local 
area through the production of a Neighbourhood Plan.  It will 
take around a year to produce and needs to be the result of 
local residents for local residents.  It is seen as a vital tool to 
both identify and then deliver upon answering the question 
before what sort of village do you want for your family’s  
future? 
We intend setting up a working party including councillors 
and local residents to oversee the preparation of and  
drafting of our plan. A number of working groups will be  
required looking at areas such as traffic volumes, detailed 
housing and related requirements, education and  
employment developments and links to other areas.  
 
There is assistance available from dedicated Aylesbury Vale 
Council staff and consultants can be used to help shape and 
work on the various strands involved in the plan’s  
preparation. Government grants can be claimed to assist 
with costs. Copies of plans already developed can be seen on 
various local websites such as those for Buckland, Marsh 
Gibbon and Slapton, all places similar in size to ourselves. 
Others include Long Crendon. 
 
The Parish Council recognises that a Neighbourhood Plan can 
only be successful if it involves at all levels the residents of 
Cuddington. We are therefore seeking local people with an 
interest in the village to join the working party or in the near 
future one of the working groups likely to be established. A 
number of people have already expressed interest but we 
are writing to make you both aware of our intentions and 
invite your participation. We will need many varied skills to 
lead or assist on tasks such as public consultation, surveys 
and questionnaires such as about the scale of any future 
growth. Our intention is to look to prepare in January/
February so we are ready to apply for grants in March/April.  
 
At this time we would be grateful for your expression of  
interest. All you need to do is leave your name with the  
Parish Clerk at cuddingtonpc@gmail .com or speak with any 
of the Parish Councillors if you require further information. 
Do not be shy or think you have little to offer, you will have 
plenty.   
                                                                      
Cuddington Parish Council 

(Continued from page 1) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Have you noticed that time has been standing still since the 
summer?  After several months of erratic time keeping the 
church clock stopped altogether shortly before Easter.  
 
So, advice was taken and estimates obtained. We plan to  
engage a specialist clock repairer to undertake a major  
overhaul and restore it to full working order. To do this  
funding of about £3000 is needed, and as it is the one public 
clock we have in the village it was felt right to give everyone 
the opportunity to make a contribution. Which we hope you 
will want to do. 
 

How you can give: 
1.  by bank transfer to the church account: - Cuddington PCC  
sort code: 40-08-39 A/c no 60262234 Ref Clock 
2.  by cheque (payable to Cuddington PCC) or cash to the 
church treasurer Alan Marsh at Rose Tree Cottage, Lower 
Church Street (next to the Methodist Chapel). 
Thank you for your support,. 
James Stonham, Churchwarden 
 
A note about the clock  
The clock is a beautiful little two-train piece by Smith of  
Clerkenwell, bearing a plate that says it is from their ‘Steam 
Clock Works’. The date of manufacture somewhere in the first 
half of 19th century. The company of John Smith of Clerkenwell 
made all kinds of clocks from the late 18th century onwards, 
from little domestic pieces right up to large turret clocks.  It 
was an extraordinary arrangement in which they had all of the 
necessary trades and their specialist skills (foundrymen,  
glassworkers, cabinet-makers etc.) represented in one place. 
They ceased making clocks around the time of the second 
world war. 
 
From the diocesan adviser’s report 
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The Bucks Federation provides a variety of opportunities to 
widen our interests and learn new skills, either locally or at 
Denman College. A highlight for me was The Science and 
Discovery Day held in Aylesbury with excellent speakers. 
Here in Cuddington, we remember a visit from Springhill 
Prison with two drug dogs. The dogs were completely  
focussed on their task and no-one escaped inspection and a 
thorough sniffing. 
We joined in village events – the annual fete where the cake 
stall was in the care of the W.I. The Sunrise Walk was started 
by Ruby Small, a member, and Mary Corby. This has given 
much pleasure for many years whatever the weather. 
I have not dwelt on the image of Jam and Jerusalem which 
seems to prevail. This does not mean there is any lack of 
excellent jam and cake makers but it is not a prerequisite to 
have these skills. 
Sadly our membership has dwindled and aged. We have 
found guests but not new members. However the protocol is 
to suspend the W.I. for three years during which time we 
hope some younger villagers will decide to form a new W.I. I 
can assure anyone who decides to do this that they will find 
friendship, stimulation and access to many interests and 
skills. 

CUDDINGTON WI—the end of an era.  
Unfortunately, icy conditions meant that only eight members 
were able to attend the final meeting of Cuddington WI on 
Tuesday, 12th December 2017.   
Caroline Thompson, president, welcomed members and  
Linda Nicholls, WI Adviser.  She  explained that as we had 
been unable to find volunteers to fill the positions of  
President, Secretary and Treasurer, we had been left with no 
choice but to contact Bucks Federation Office to arrange 
suspension of Cuddington WI.  Caroline, a long standing 
member, had been President for the last six years.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

She said she had thoroughly enjoyed her membership of the 
WI, meeting many people, making good friends, and joining 
in the many activities and interests the WI offers.  She 
thanked the committee and members for their support  
during her Presidency and for their help in making the 
meetings interesting and enjoyable.  Although it was sad that 
Cuddington WI was ending after many years as a valued part 
of village life, it did provide an opportunity for younger  
women to take a fresh look at the WI and maybe start a new 
one in Cuddington.   
 

(68 Year of the WI Continued from page 1) 
 

She wished everyone well for the future.  On behalf of all the 
members, Mary Turner thanked Caroline for her leadership 
and for her efforts in trying to keep our WI going.  She had 
ensured there was a good programme of speakers, visits and 
activities for members.  She passed on the best wishes of all 
the members as Caroline prepared to move to Woodstock.   
Caroline was then presented with a gift of gardening gloves 
and spring bulbs which we all hope she will enjoy in her new 
home. Linda Nicholls then confirmed that the procedures for 
suspension would be put in place.   
Cuddington WI is suspended for 3 years after which time it is 
officially closed.  During that time it can be re-formed or a 
new one formed, and property and funds will be returned to 
the WI.  The meeting over, members were then joined by 
past members and friends of the WI for a festive tea. 
If anyone is interested in starting a new WI, Linda Nicholls 

would be pleased  to offer help and advice.   

Email:  lindanicholls2016@gmail.com   

Cuddington Concerts!  
An audience of nearly 60 was entertained to a thoroughly  
enjoyable selection of traditional Viennese music on  
Saturday 20th January in St Nicholas’ Church; it was  
presented by the Manor House String Quartet, led by 
Vaughan Jones and it is always such a pleasure to hear live 
professional musicians. 
The Quartet’s enthusiasm and commitment to their work 
filled the church and warmed the audience on what was a 
pretty cold, damp and miserable evening outside! We heard 
many old favourites as well as some less well known pieces 
and of course no such evening would have been complete 
without Strauss’s Radetzky March – complete with audience 
clapping! And the evening managed to raise nearly £400 for 
The Utugi Kenyan Street Children project. 
The next St Nicholas concert will be on Saturday 17th March 
at 7.30pm when Shulah Oliver (violin & viola) and Claire  
Hawkins (clarinet) - Duo Armande - will playing Beethoven, 
Dvorak, Debussy and many other composers for their 'Dance 
the Night Away'  programme. 

 
 
 
 
Claire left 
& Shulah 
right  
 
 
 
 
 
 

The concert will be in aid of Kampala Music School; tickets 
are £12 (under 16's free) and available from: 
Caroline Saker - 01844 291825 
Cuddington Village Stores 
www.cuddingtonvillage.com/church 

http://www.cuddingtonvillage.com/church
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Until a few years ago he had lived in Wendover. His Father 
only found out about the grave in the 1960’s when he  
arranged for Walter Welford to maintain the grave.  In 2013 
Angus moved to live in Nottinghamshire and he visited the 
Church but couldn’t find the grave. It was only uncovered  
recently by Michael Collins. He was delighted that the grave 
was being repaired and I am grateful for his contribution to 
the restoration fund. Angus has also sent me two  
photographs.  

A) One is of Angus Darroch McKechnie taken in Marseille  
on his return from Gallipoli on the way to Ypres. 
B) The other is of Angus’ brother Archibald McKechnie who 

lived in Great Stone. He had fought in the Second Boer War 

and then worked as a market gardener with his parents.Also 

included was an original letter that Angus Darroch McKechnie 

had written to his son Archie aged 13 in September 1916. It 

was sent from France a year before he was killed in action. I 

have given the letter and photographs to Peter Wenham for 

safe keeping.  Here follows a transcription of the letter. 

                     France 17/9/1916 
Mr Dear Son    
Many thanks for letter & photo to hand, I think it’s very good 
you are growing a fine big chap. I shall not know you when we 
meet again. 
I am glad you have got another berth & hope you like it – the 
boat trades not a bad line at all & clean work & you have a 
good chance of working up to manager someday when you  
are older providing you put your mind to it & invest in it - also 
study your employers’ interest & he will study your welfare. 
I know Archie you will always do your best – do what’s right 
my boy & then you have nothing to fear.  
I hope to be with you all shortly but I cannot state definitely 
when it will be. I have had a very hard time of it lately – we are 
again in another position, the Officer commanding our  
Company with whom I was with got wounded the other day & 
I myself had a near shave. I got hit on the head but luckily my 
steel helmet saved me. 
I’ve been very lucky, we are now out for a few days spell & will 
in a day or so proceed back. We are pushing the Huns back all 
along the line – it can’t last much longer. Next time we come 
out of the trenches we will I think get a long spell. 
Tell Mother I was sorry to hear of Mr Bishop’s death but theirs 
one consolation, he died a man the same as we all do on the 
battle field, his name on the Country’s roll of honour. 

I was pleased you thought of your Dad’s birthday. I came out 
of the trenches the same day & thankful to get out – it’s a  
terrible thing war – no-one at home can realise what it is like – 
it’s impossible. 
I hope your Mother is quite well & Angus & Reggie & my Eva - 
give them my love & tell them I am full of hope of seeing them 
soon & please give my love to Granpa & Ma & Auntie Alice & 
Ethel & Uncle Ted and Auntie Layla if I’ve spelled it correct. 
I’ve been on active service now 1 year and 4 months. I think 
it’s time we had a spell don’t you – some are only starting. I 
am quite the old soldier now and thank God my health is 
good. 
Bye the bye. I want now a photo of your Mother & Angus & 
Reggie but a good one & now Archie I have no more news for 
you so I will draw to a close trusting this finds you all well as it 
leaves me the same with love to all 
I remain 
Your affectionate father 
Signed A D McKechnie 
 
Once again I would like to thank everyone for their kindness. I 

have found this very rewarding and it has encouraged me to 

research my own family.   Writes Lorraine Stevens 

(The Unknown Soldier Continued from page 1) 
 

A 
B 

Parish Supper 
In aid of Build 

The annual Parish Supper will take place 
in the Bernard Hall on Saturday 24th February 

7.00pm for 7.30pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 

‘BUILD: African adventures in training Pastors at the  
grassroots’ – Speaker:  Jem Hovil 

Tickets, free of charge, are available from  
Caroline Saker - 291825 
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Greener Cuddington 

 
 
 

 
The village Service of Remembrance which included the  
Coventry Cathedral Litany of Reconciliation, was held on  
Sunday, 12th November.  As in previous years, we were able to 
hold the Act of Remembrance outside at our Village War  
Memorial.   And once more there was an increase in the  
number of people attending the service, joining together with 
neighbours and friends to remember those men from the  
village who gave their lives that we may continue to live in  
relative peace and  security. 
The Chairman of the Parish Council, Ken Kirby and Kaitlin  
Humphreys read out the names of those men from the village 
who had died in the service of their Sovereign and country.   
Then the Chairman with  Lt. Cdr. Andrew Muir and Andrew 
Vickers laid wreaths  at the memorial,  together with Kaitlin 
who laid a wreath on behalf of the village children.  They were 
followed by children who came to the service with their  
families and laid poppy crosses at the foot of the memorial. 

 
Results of the Poppy Collection for 2017-2018 

Our UK Government has been talking up the environment  
recently: firstly a promise to seek reduction in plastics following 
the BBC Blue Planet programme and then a 25-year  
Environment Plan which headlines clean air, clean water and 
thriving wildlife. On the face of it, these are very welcome and 
one is impressed with the way that the new Sec of State for the 
Environment, Michael Gove, has raised the public attention to 
these issues: that alone could make a difference. The problem, 
of course, is that there are neither policies nor funds to back up 
the aspirations expressed and the timescale is rather long.  
When I first promoted the Greener Cuddington idea in 2009, 
the people who attended the first meetings expressed concerns 
about global warming (clean air), waste and recycling 
(particularly plastics), pollution and the health of the  
countryside and wildlife. At the time, these concerns were  
hardly new but had been building over many decades.  
Our Greener project fell by the wayside, but a lot has happened, 
so here is a little audit of a few of the issues raised at the time: 
ENERGY AND CO2: There are more low-emissions vehicles 
about now although car size has increased, which means that 
more materials are used, although more can be recycled now. 
Low energy light bulbs have become the norm and LED lights 
save enormous amounts of energy in lighting streets and  
buildings. Hopefully more houses have been insulated than was 
the case when we carried out thermal imaging in 2013 and 
2014.  
At a national level, renewable energy generation has increased 
greatly and often exceeds that produced by coal and gas. 

 

WASTE AND RECYCLING: Recycling rates have gone up and 
more materials can be recycled, but we also collect more 
packaging and other waste materials whilst shopping.  
Nationally, there are a lot of problems with the recycling 
system, but there is now an urgency which could improve 
matters… hopefully.  
The best answer is, of course, not to produce the waste in 
the first place, but the UK Govt seems very reluctant to take 
the necessary measures, beyond a lot of ‘tutting’. 
POLLUTION: Our river has suffered a destructive pollution 
incident, which also resulted in a record fine imposed on 
Thames Water, who have refurbished the Aylesbury sewage 
works. This also gave a financial boost to the River Thame 
Conservation Trust, which is now very active and has funds 
for the next couple of years to work to restore the river. 
Smaller sewage facilities have not been updated and those 
at Cuddington aren’t contravening standards, but they could 
be a lot better. 
THE COUNTRYSIDE AND WILDLIFE: The agencies that are 
supposed to protect our countryside have been starved of 
money since before austerity bit and their objectives have 
been changed to make them more development- and  
business-friendly. The same goes for the planning system, 
and now large areas of countryside are being built on.  
Locally, we are also threatened with HS2, East-west Rail and 
a new dual carriageway that could run right past Long  
Crendon and Waddesdon. 
The most alarming wildlife problem is that numbers of flying 
insects, including bees, seem to be in serious decline. If this 
continues, it will affect everything else in the food chain, 
especially birds. It could also seriously affect the pollination 
of crops. 
On the positive side, our local wildlife trust (BBOWT) and the 
Chiltern Society are managing more land very successfully 
and protecting some forests, bodies of water and areas of 
chalk grassland. Concern and environmentally supportive 
noises from our politicians are very welcome, but without 
policies and funding, they look rather like a new-year’s  
resolution to be more green! 
Doug Kennedy (doug@doug-kennedy.com) 

Poppy Appeal  
House to House Collections incl. a generous 
donation from “The Shoot” in Cuddington 
together with the Village Stores, Denise Hair-
dressers and a donation of £20 from The 
Crown which was closed during Remem-
brance Tide 

  
  
  
  
  
£777.12 

St. Nicholas Church Remembrance Service 
collection 

£283.85 

Donation from the Cuddington Parish Council £60.00 

Collection from Cuddington & Dinton School
  

£179.55 

                                                                      Total :  £1301.12 

The Gift Aid collected to be added later   

Monies collected from the three villages 
Cuddington,  Chearsley  & Nether  
Winchendon                                                 Total: 

  
  
£2580.32 
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On a damp January evening, Jennifer,  the Chairman of the 
Club and her Committee welcomed 42  members and guests  
to the Club’s  Annual  Social Evening.   Everyone was greeted 
with a glass of BuckS Fizz and immediately the noise of  
people chatting and laughing filled the clubhouse.        

Jennifer warmly welcomed everyone to the first event of the 
Gardening Club year and wished them  a very happy,  
successful gardening year.   She outlined some of the events 
which had been organised for the coming year and said she 
hoped that members would continue to support the club and 
enjoy the speakers and outings which were being planned.   
She also asked members to come to the 25th AGM on 19th 
February, when the committee would be elected and the  
future of the club would be discussed,  this in light of the fact 
that a number of members had left the club for a variety of 
different  reasons.     
She wished everyone an enjoyable evening and it was on with 
the show! 

 
Instead of the usual finger buffet, this year members partook 
of Beef Lasagne, with a delicious vegetarian alternative made 
by Liz Davies, together with Salad followed by a very tasty 
dessert. There were virtually no left-overs which must tell us 
something;  as for the salad,  Jennifer must have been  
thinking of the Diamond Jubilee celebrations she had  
organised!!  
During supper,  members worked on a quiz which included 
identifying some rather strange items from a Duhdi  to a 
Swoe.    
 
 

Members were competitive to say the least, but in the end  it 
was the team of  Rosemary, Angela,  Charles and Andy who 
took first place with the Team of Christine, Brenda and Anna 
McClelland coming in a worthy second. 
After giving out the prizes for the quiz,   Jennifer thanked the 
committee for their great support and for helping  to make 
the evening such a success.   She then thanked everyone for 
coming and wished them a safe return home!    
Chris Blumer in turn thanked Jennifer and her “team” for all 
their hard work organising a very enjoyable evening!    
 The club’s wallflower 
   
Future Events for your diary 
CGC meetings usually take place on the second Monday in 
the month in the Playing Fields Clubhouse  at 7.30 pm   -  
guests are always very welcome at the princely sum of 
£2.00. 
 
Monday,  19th February   -  CGC 25th Annual General Meeting   
- The official part of the meeting will be followed by a slide 
show of  the clubs first 25 years!  This was first seen at the 
anniversary lunch, but this time there will be (hopefully) a 
commentary by Jennifer aided and abetted by the members! 
 

Monday,  13th March  -  Derek Dexter will speak  on growing 
Fuchsias;  this will be an inter-active talk and Derek will also 
show us how to propagate fuchsias and hopefully he will bring 
plants to buy. 
 
Monday,  9th April  -   Edwin Rye from Wendover will talk to us 
about his garden.   At Edwin’s suggestion, an early evening 
visit to his lovely garden,  is being planned for July. 
 
June 2018  -  We will be organising a coach visit to the RHS 
Gardens at Hyde Hall in Essex.   
 
There is more in the pipeline,  but we would really welcome 
your  input with ideas for the programme. I look forward to 
seeing you all again at the AGM.   Take care and keep warm if 
you are in the garden and don’t forget to use your “Swoe” on 
all those hardy weeds !     
 
With very best wishes, Jennifer 

Cuddington Gardening Club  
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Two films with the same title begin the Village Picture House 
programme for February.  On Thursday 1st we’ll be screening 
the original 1958 film Dunkirk (cert. PG), which stars John 
Mills, Richard Attenborough and Bernard Mills and tells two 
sides of the Dunkirk story.   

 
A corporal finds  
himself responsible for 
getting his men back to 
Britain after their  
commanding officer is 
killed and they become 
separated from the 
rest of the Allied  
Forces.  Meanwhile, a 
civilian reporter  
follows the build-up to 
the eventual  
evacuation of British 
and French troops.  
Blending newsreel 
footage with an all-star 
cast of the finest 
British actors of its 

day, this is another film to benefit from a recent digital  
restoration.  “A stirring blend of documentary and personal 
sacrifice.  Makes you proud to be British,” says The Telegraph.  
“One of the most ambitious Ealing productions.  Even now it 
impresses people because the best scenes really do have the 
whiff of reality, ” says BBC News. 
 
Then on 8th February we’ll be showing the new, 2017 film 
Dunkirk (cert. 12A), starring Tom Hardy, Mark Rylance and 
Kenneth Branagh and directed by Christopher Nolan.  France 
had been overrun, and the Allied army had been defeated and 
trapped.  In a desperate effort to save the troops, more than 
800 boats – from military ships to tiny civilian fishing boats – 
came to help with the evacuation that would become known 
as the ‘Miracle of Dunkirk’.  The film portrays the action from 
three perspectives: the soldiers on the beaches, the Navy and 
small boats flotilla and the operation to provide air cover.  
“Heart-hammering and heroically British, this is Christopher 
Nolan at the peak of his powers,” says The Telegraph.  
“Intensely dramatic and moving ... it leaves most other recent 
WW2 movies looking very insipid by comparison,” says The 
Independent.  “Nolan’s history lesson is both a rousing  
celebration of solidarity and the tensest beach-set film since 
Jaws,” says Empire. 
 
On 22nd February we’ll be screening a new production of  
Tennessee Williams’ twentieth century masterpiece Cat on a 
Hot Tin Roof (cert. 15), captured live at the Young Vic.  On a 
steamy night in Mississippi, a Southern family gather at their 
cotton plantation to celebrate Big Daddy’s birthday.   
 
 

The scorching heat is  
almost as oppressive as the 
lies they tell.  Brick and 
Maggie dance round the 
secrets and sexual tensions 
that threaten to destroy 
their marriage.  With the 
future of the family at stake, 
which version of the truth is 
real – and which will win 
out?  “A bold reimagining... 
innovative and powerfully 
acted,” says The Sunday 
Times.  “A  
brilliant, lacerating account 
of the play... unforgettable,” 
says The Independent.   

     Contains nudity. 
 
On 1st March our film will be Victoria & Abdul (cert. PG), which 
sees Judi Dench reprise the role of Queen Victoria, 20 years 
after first playing her in Mrs Brown.  The film chronicles the 
unlikely true story of the friendship between Queen Victoria 
and a young Indian clerk 
called Abdul, who had 
travelled to England for 
the Golden Jubilee.  He 
had expected to wait 
tables, but found himself 
working as Victoria’s  
personal attendant.  
Within a year, he had 
become a powerful figure 
at court; but their  
controversial friendship 
nearly led to a revolt in 
the royal household.  
“Dench is magnificent 
throughout ... her  
performance feels utterly 
authentic,” says The  
Independent.  “Dench has 
once more made this iconic figure engagingly, relatively and all
-too-fallibly human,” says Empire.  “Sly humour and genuine 
emotion abound as this fascinating true story emerges from 
the shadows of history,” says Radio Times. 

Looking further ahead, on 8th March we’ll be showing 
Breathe, the extraordinary true story of Robin Cavendish, a 
young, daring and adventurous man whose life was changed 
forever after polio left him paralysed at the age of 28.   
On 15th March our film will be Paddington 2, the hilarious  
sequel about the little bear from darkest Peru.  Then on 22nd 
March we have the NT Live production of Julius Caesar,  
broadcast live from the new Bridge Theatre on the South Bank, 
with David Calder in the title role and also starring Ben 
Whishaw, David Morrissey and Michelle Fairley. 

it the web page for more details of all features: 
www.cuddingtonvillage.com/cinema 
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‘Let us love winter, for it is the spring of genius’. Pietro Aretino 
(b.1492) 

Dates for your Diary 

FEBRUARY  
Thursday 1st:  8pm Village Picture House ‘Dunkirk’ (1958 film) 
Monday 5th:  2pm Sunshine Club, Playing Fields Clubhouse 
Wednesday 7th:  8pm Bookworms, Playing Fields Clubhouse 
Thursday 8th:  7.30pm Focus Group – Understanding the Bible 2 
                          8pm Village Picture House ‘Dunkirk’ (2017 film) 
Friday 9th:    Cuddington & Dinton School half-term begins 
Monday 12th:   7.30 pm Gardening Club AGM,  
   followed by one of Jennifer’s quizzes, or a slideshow 
Thursday 15th:  Sunshine Club, Playing Fields Clubhouse 
Monday 19th:  Cuddington & Dinton School returns 
Wednesday 21st:  7.30pm Focus Group – Understanding the Bible 3 
Thursday 22nd: 7pm Village Picture House ‘Cat on A Hot Tin Roof’ 
Saturday 24th:  7:30pm Parish Supper, Bernard Hall  
Monday 26th:  7.30pm  Parish Council Meeting, Bernard Hall 
 

MARCH 
Thursday 1st : 8pm Village Picture House ‘Victoria and Abdul’ 
Monday 5th :  2pm Sunshine Club, Playing Field Playhouse 
Wednesday 7th:  8pm Bookworms, Playingfields Club House  
Thursday 8thr:  7.30pm pm Focus Group – Understanding the Bible 4 
               8pm Village Picture House  ‘Breathe’ 
Thursday 15th: 8pm Village Picture House ‘Paddington 2’ 
Saturday 17th:  7.30pm Duo Armande concert, in aid of  
   Kampala Music School 
Monday 19th:  2pm Sunshine Club, Playing Field Clubhouse  
Wednesday 21st:  7.30pm Focus Group – Understanding the Bible 5 
Thursday 22nd:  7pm Village Picture House  ‘Julius Caesar’ 
Monday 26th:  2pm Sunshine Club, Playing Fields Clubhouse 
Thursday 29th: Cuddington Dinton School breaks up 
   2pm Village Picture House ‘Paddington 2’ 
Friday 30th:   Good Friday 
APRIL 1 April:  Easter Sunday 

 
Recently the daughter of a former  
Cuddington resident handed over an   
intriguing postcard from her mother’s 
collection.   
 
So far, no-one has been able to identify 
the occasion, the location, the   
gentlemen shown, or the  approximate 
date.  
 
If you can help to solve this mystery, 
Peter Wenham  
(apdwenham@gmail.com, 01844 291 
932) would be delighted to know. 

Christmas Activities  
 
The editorial team would like to thank  
everyone who participated in, attended and 
donated at the following events: Carols in the  
village, Christmas in the Club, and the Carol 
Service.   
We raised £561 to help people 
in need both at home and 
abroad namely Crisis UK and 
Tearfund. 

 
 
BACH  
St Matthew Passion 
 
 

 
Conductor:  Jeff Stewart 
With: Aylesbury Sinfonietta  
& children’s choir from Pipers Corner School 
 
Soloists include:  
Alistair Walker (Evangelist) 
Lawrence White (Christus) 
Sarah Bosquet (Soprano) 
Simon Thorpe (Bass) 
Janet Shell (Mezzo soprano) 
 
Saturday 24th March 2018   7.30pm 
 
St Mary’s Church, Aylesbury 
Tickets (£15) available from: 
St Mary’s Church, Aylesbury (M-F) 
 Just, 11 High St, Wendover 
OR visit  www.aylesburychoral.org.uk  

A Village Puzzle... 

mailto:apdwenham@gmail.com
http://www.aylesburychoral.org.uk
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Services at St Nicholas 
(Churchwardens: Helen Keeping 291635 and 

James Stonham 292221) 

February 2018 
 

4th FEB 1000  Holy Communion 
 

11th FEB  1000 All-ages Service 
 

18th FEB 1000 Holy Communion  
 

25th FEB 1000  Morning Worship 
 

Opportunities for praying together in church 
are each Thursday at 9.00 am, and each  

Sunday at 9.10 am. 
 

There is a service at 5.30 pm every Sunday 
evening at Cuddington Methodist Chapel. 

 
 
 
 
 
Our school value for this half term is Resilience and it is one 
of the school’s favourite values as the children are keen to 
inform us of times they have kept on trying even though they 
are finding things hard.  
We had 80 wrapped presents left over from the School  
Christmas Fayre and we decided to donate them to a  
Christmas party for the victims of the Grenfell Tower disaster. 
Mr Price kindly took them to a church in Notting Hill and the 
vicar was most appreciative. 
We hope that the work on setting up the new Foundation play 
area wasn’t too disruptive to parishioners. Hopefully many of 
you will have had a chance to look at it over the wall – we are 
delighted with the result - it looks amazing! It wasn’t cheap to 
install and we are most grateful to both the National Lottery 
for a grant and the parents via F4CADS who made a very large 
donation; we will be having an opening Ceremony, once the 
weather gets 
warmer! 
As the finale to our 
World Wars topic, 
Cuddington and 
Dinton School are  
planning an  
Evacuation Day on 
Tuesday 20th 
March in and 
around  
Cuddington and Nether Winchendon for years 5 and 6  
(ages 9-11).  We are looking for people who were evacuated  
themselves or can tell interesting anecdotes about War in the 
villages to come and help make our day even more  
memorable.   
Please contact the school office (01844 291206) or 
office@cds.school if you are able to help, thank you. 
Kim Price, Headteacher 

Mum’s Breakfast 

Dust off Your Raquets 
 
Now that Christmas and New Year  
festivities are a distant memory why not 
consider taking advantage of a great 
amenity we have in the village, our two 
tennis courts. 
Whether you want to play with the children, fix up your own 
games or join in on Club Evening or Ladies Morning why don't 
you consider joining the club.   
Membership fees are very modest  and we are happy to offer 
2 months free trial to see if it suits you. 
 
 If interested please contact Charles Sanderson 
on  Charles.sanderson7@gmail.com 

At the beginning of December we held our second Mums’ 
Breakfast at Cuddington Church. After a delicious continen-
tal breakfast (we even managed to warm the croissants!), 
Nadine Rose talked about her experiences of the pressures 
of trying to provide a perfect Christmas. We were reminded 
that we should put the joy of Christmas before all the other 
details. We then got crafty when everyone was invited to 
make a wreath for their front door - maybe you saw more 
on Cuddington doors than in previous years!  
 
Our Mums’ Breakfasts are held once every half term on a  
Saturday morning.  
Please look out for upcoming dates in the next Village Voice 
or call/email Sonia (291883/sonia.storey1@btinternet.com) 
if you’d like more details. 

mailto:office@cds.school
mailto:Charles.sanderson7@gmail.com
mailto:291883/sonia.storey1@btinternet.com

