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        December  -  2017/ January 2018 

Ofsted and new Chair 
of Governors 

Christmas at St Nicholas’ 

All Age Gift Service - with Nativity - 10th 
December at St Nicholas Church 

Please support this service, on 10
th

 December, by bringing 

gi�s for women and children currently being cared for by 

Aylesbury Women’s Aid Refuge. At present there are 14 

women, and 15 children ranging in age from a week to 9 

years old.  

Cuddington folk have generously given lovely presents in 

previous years and the hope is you will find it in your 

hearts to do so again. Some of the women do not have 

children and we need to remember them too. Please do 

not wrap any of the presents, but dona)ons of wrapping 

paper and Sellotape are welcome.  

Following the school’s recent one day Ofsted inspec�on 

Head Teacher, Kim Price, and Chair of Governors, Richard 

Winnico", wrote to parents saying that Cuddington and 

Dinton School “con)nues to be a Good school and the 

Safeguarding of the children is effec)ve. This grading (of 

Good) recognises the ongoing hard work and efforts of 

the staff and wider school community and the detailed 

comments are a reflec)on of this. 

The report has iden)fied two areas of improvement: 

 §  The Founda)on outside area 

 §  Progress in Boys wri)ng. 

These are both areas that the Governing Body and   

(Con)nued on page 5) 

    ����ChristingleChristingleChristingleChristingle, a special Christmas service for 

  children and families  -  3.00pm on Sunday 3
rd

 

 ����Christmas Tea Christmas Tea Christmas Tea Christmas Tea in the Clubhouse, see page 2 for 

  details  -  3.00pm Monday 18
th  

 ����Carol Singing Carol Singing Carol Singing Carol Singing around the village  -  Tuesday 19
th

  

 ����Crib Service  and Posada  Crib Service  and Posada  Crib Service  and Posada  Crib Service  and Posada  - 2.30pm Sunday  

  24
th

 

 ����Carol Service  Carol Service  Carol Service  Carol Service  -  7.00pm Sunday 24
th

 

 ����Christmas Day  Christmas Day  Christmas Day  Christmas Day  -  8.00am and 10.00am  

  services 

Cuddington and Dinton CE School 

will be holding a Christmas Fayre from  

5-8pm on Friday 1
st

 December on the 

Junior Site in Dinton  

Cuddington gave Jo, Angus, Freddie 

and Arabella Goodson a great send 

off on 18th November, as they emi-

grate to New Zealand. Much fun 

was had up at the clubhouse, with 

the children doing some great  

karaoke or ge9ng covered in squirty 

cream playing pie face. The fish ‘n 

chip van visited us and did a roaring 

trade with their very yummy fish ‘n 

chips, and although rather cold out-

side, the children really enjoyed the 

cones from the ice cream man on his 

bike! Of course we couldn’t let them 

go without a few speeches and a bit 

of fun ge9ng them to demonstrate the haka to us! Charlie  

MacBeth then did an amazing disco to see us through �ll mid-

night. Jo and Angus did so much for the village and the church 

and will be very much missed by all their friends in Cuddington. 

Among the many things the Goodsons have done for Cuddington 

are chairing the fete so successfully for the last three years; 

wri�ng, producing and performing in the Easter pantomimes – 

who can forget Angus’s various starring roles! – leading 

absolutely brilliant services (including videos of biblical stories in 

Lego) and other novel uses for toys; and star�ng the successful 

Toddler Singing Group.  Jo, Angus, Freddie and Arabella are four 

reasons we can definitely call St Nicholas an all-age church.  We 

have so much to thank them for; and we wish them all the very 

best on this new phase in their lives. 

Off to New Zealand 

Mum’s Breakfast and 
Wreath making 
9am Saturday 2nd December 
St Nicholas Church 

The Goodsons just about 

to board! 
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 Thought for the Month 
 

St. Nicholas’ Church 

warmly invites you to the 

Playing Fields Clubhouse for    

“Christmas Tea in “Christmas Tea in “Christmas Tea in “Christmas Tea in 

the Club”the Club”the Club”the Club” 

Monday 18th
th

 December 2017 

at 3.00pm 

Come to celebrate  

Christmas with AHernoon 

Tea, a  short entertainment 

and Carols 

Please let Sarah Wood (290214) 

or Caroline Saker (291825) know 

if you can come. 

A small charge of £2.00 will be 

payable at the door 

Hello Everyone, 

Wow, �me is flashing by, I don’t know about you but I’m feeling 2017 has whizzed by. As this 

edi�on lands with you we are rapidly heading towards Christmas and the New Year, 2018! 
 

I feel this year, globally and na�onally has been a rollercoaster of the unexpected, the new and 

different. Trump’s inaugura�on, the UK ac�vated Ar�cle 50, the world has coped with natural 

disasters and terrorist a"acks; alongside this we con�nue to progress to a more automated 

world, electric and driverless cars just being one technological advancement.   On a good note, 

awareness of the importance of diversity and equality and understanding mental health issues 

has risen (s�ll a long way to go on!). Researchers are beginning to understand how we can repair spinal injury, the 

Queen and Prince Philip celebrated 70 years of marriage and the England rugby team have just beaten Australia! This 

list isn’t even near to being all encompassing, I am sure there are others you would draw out from the year.  
 

The Rose Family established a tradi�on on New Year’s Eve/Day of spending some �me during a family meal of going 

around the table and reflec�ng on their previous year and sharing their ambi�ons for the New Year.   
 

When Howard started this about seven years ago, our son’s girlfriend, now his wife, was with us and she won’t mind 

me saying that she did not find this a par�cularly comfortable or natural ac�vity! So, you can image our surprise when 

a couple of years ago, she actually ins�gated the conversa�on!  This started out as a fun exercise that has developed 

into a valuable �me for each of us; we appreciate the good things that have happened. With the not so good we can 

usually takeaway something we have learnt as an individual or as a family.  The aims for the New Year ins�gate some 

rather compe��veness between us but its healthy fun and has meant we have done things that we probably never 

would have!   
 

As I reflect with my family on 2017 I will share that the following verses of scriptures  have constantly been jumping 

out at me: 

You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.  This is the greatest 

and first commandment.  And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbour as yourself. 

(Ma7hew 22:37-39) 
 

Having spent �me thinking about these verses I think it is God’s way of encouraging me to share these words with as 

many people as possible.  Why?  Can you imagine our world, our country, our communi�es, our churches, families if 

we placed these words at the centre of everything we did?  I appreciate we’re only human and don’t always get it right 

but just trying to put these words into ac�on, I am sure would help our world, country and community be be"er places 

and also improve our rela�onships! 
 

So how about we all make a New Year’s Resolu�on together? 
 

We shall love the Lord our God with all our heart, and with all our soul, and with all our mind.  This is the greatest and 

first commandment.  And a second is like it: We shall love our neighbour as our self. 

 Nadine 

On Sunday 12
th

 November, 2017,  St. Nicholas Church was well 

a7ended by villagers and friends who came  together to take 

part in the village Remembrance Day Service.   For the seventh 

year in succession,  it was dry and so we were able once again 

to assemble at the village war memorial just before 11 0’clock 

for the Act of Remembrance.   The service was serious, as it 

should be,  but also appropriate for the many young families 

who were in church;   about 18 very young children a7ended 

and all without excep)on stood quietly with their parents as 

the chairman of the parish council read out the names of those 

who had died in the two world wars and Caitlin Humphreys, represen)ng the village  

children,  read out the name of Brian Hope killed in Northern Ireland and both Ken Birkby 

and Caitlin together with Lt. Cdr Andrew Muir also placed  wreaths at the War Memorial in 

memory of all those who had died, followed by the children who planted poppy crosses.   

I will publish the results of the RBL poppy selling in the village in the February Village Voice,  

but the collec)on at the Remembrance Day Service for the RBL  came to a very generous 

£284.00 which will be added to the total collected in the village.  

Thank you all on behalf of the Royal Bri)sh Legion Poppy Appeal  for your generosity in 

suppor)ng this very worthy cause;  sadly, their work with injured service men and women 

and with bereaved families,  is needed as much today as ever.        
 

 Jennifer Schram de Jong 
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Sunshine Club Christmas Bring & Buy – Monday 4
th

 December 

at 2pm 

A warm welcome awaits you at our fes�ve Bring & Buy at Tyringham 

Hall - do come along and enjoy a cuppa.  There’ll be some great  

bargains, Christmas giHs and a super raffle.  

Proceeds will go towards the Sunshine Club Christmas party.  

The Editorial Team wishes all our 

readers, where-ever they are, a 

very Merry Christmas and Happy 

New Year! 

The next edi1on of Village Voice 

will be in February 2018. 

“Hail the heaven-born 

prince of peace!” 

Is this still true in today’s world? 

Come and find out at Cuddington 
Methodist Church on Sunday 17th 

December 2017. 

Festive food served with mulled 
apple juice from 4.00pm followed at 

5.30 pm by Carols, 

Christmas music, Readings and  
Action.  A warm welcome awaits 

you!! 

Start your Christmas with us. 

At the November mee)ng we had three 

speakers from Florence Nigh)ngale 

Hospice Charity.  The hospice has beds 

for end of life care, the number of beds 

remaining the same.  There is a great 

deal of work being in other areas such 

as the Day Hospice, Lymphoedema  

Clinic and Florrie’s Children’s Team.  

Increasingly people come in on a  

regular basis to the day centre and are 

able to benefit from the many therapies 

being offered.  Care is also being given 

to children, by the Florrie’s Children’s 

Team, mostly in their own homes. 

Our first speaker, Tracey, described the 

present work and how the hospice is 

very dependent on voluntary help and 

fund raising.  Tracey is herself involved 

in the management side and she is  

involved in the management of the  

Hospice Shops, where goods donated by 

the public are sold to raise funds. 

Currently the charity needs £750,000 

each year to fund the present level of 

support and ac)vity.  Our second 

speaker, Carole is involved with fund 

raising and she told us about the many 

and varied ac)vi)es she organises.   

They are always looking for new ideas 

for raising money and awareness.  She 

men)oned that the Lo7ery is now in 

partnership with other local chari)es, 

which is beneficial. 

Finally, a volunteer driver spoke about 

his role.  He, and other drivers, are 

collec)ng people and taking them 

home and geHng to know each  

pa)ent.  They also go into people’s 

homes and are aware of the home 

situa)ons, which can be very helpful. 

The team did bring a video presenta-

)on to illustrate the Hospice work, but 

so much discussion arose that it was 

not needed and )me ran out.  Jeanne 

Gordon gave a vote of thanks and the 

discussion con)nued over tea and  

biscuits. 

A�er the speakers had gone we had a 

Special mee)ng with a WI Adviser, at 

which we decided that Cuddington WI 

would close in December. 

Dodge Walker (1929-2017) - Born in 

January 1929 Dodge was the daughter 

of Ruby Small, best known for star�ng 

the annual  

Sunrise Walk.  

Her father was 

a thatcher, as 

was her brother 

David and his 

son, Carl, who 

s�ll lives in  

Bernard Close.  

AHer her  

marriage, in  

St Nicholas 

Church,  

Cuddington, to 

Les Walker, she 

moved to  

Easington where she lived un�l the 

early 1980s when she returned to  

Cuddington. She had three sons  - Chris, 

Robin and Richard.  They have given 

Dodge 9 grandchildren, 12 great 

grand children and to date 3 great, 

great grand children. 

She was a long term member of the 

Sunshine Club, serving on the  

commi"ee for many years.  She was 

also involved with the Fete, and was a 

member of the WI for a number of 

years.  Also, she was a long term 

member of the Gardening Club; she 

and Les had a large garden where 

many vegetables were grown and 

Dodge made chutneys and jams. 

She worked for the local GP, Dr  

Samuel, and the Corby sisters when 

they lived in the Old Rectory. 

She was a very kindly person with a 

good sense of humour, but also very 

forthright. 

Tributes to two residents Mick Groves 1932-2017- Mick was born 

on 18
th

 October 1932 and died in  

November. He spent his working life at 

Pressed Steel in Aylesbury, for which he 

had a long service award in the form of 

a gold watch.  He married Win 

Ma"hews, but there were no  

children.  He has spent the last 8 years 

in an Aylesbury care 

home. 

Mick had a great 

love of football and 

was tried for  

Aylesbury United.   

His other love and 

interest was  

gardening; he was a 

long term member 

of the Gardening Club, known by some 

as the Fuschia King. His garden in  

Bernard Close was always a delight. His 

back garden had a large greenhouse 

and po9ng sheds across the end. 

Mick, with his 

wife, Win Dodge, with two of 

her great, great 

grand children 
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We have a varied programme of films and theatre at the  

Village Picture House over Christmas and the New Year.  On 

7th December we’ll be screening a new comedy called Young 

Marx (cert. 12A), to be broadcast live from the new Bridge 

Theatre on London’s South Bank.  Rory Kinnear stars as Karl 

Marx, Europe’s most feared terrorist, who is hiding in Dean 

Street, Soho.  Broke, restless and horny, the thirty-two-year-

old revolu�onary is a frothing combina�on of intellectual  

brilliance, invec�ve, sa�ric wit and child-like emo�onal  

illiteracy.  But creditors, spies, rival revolu�onary fac�ons and  

prospec�ve seducers of his beau�ful wife all circle like  

vultures...  “A wily, fast-paced comedy ... Rory Kinnear is on 

glorious form here,” says The Independent.  “Hugely  

enjoyable ... Rory Kinnear is superb in this wi"y play,” says 

Radio Times. 

On 14th December our film is 

What We Did on Our  

Holiday (cert. 12A), a  

hilarious film wri"en and  

directed by Andy Hamilton 

and Guy Jenkin, creators of 

the BBC sitcom  

Outnumbered.  Newly  

separated Doug and Abi, 

along with their three  

children, travel to the Sco9sh 

Highlands for Doug’s father’s 

birthday party.  The couple try 

to keep their  

impending divorce secret 

from their extended family, 

but it soon becomes clear 

that when it comes to keeping their secret under wraps, their 

children are their biggest liability…  “It’s impossible not to  

enjoy this big-hearted and sweet-natured Bri�sh family  

movie,” says The Guardian.  “The kids are the stars of this  

disarming Bri�sh film,” says Radio Times. 

Our Kids’ Club movie for the start of the Christmas holidays is 

Captain Underpants (cert. U), to be shown at 2pm on Tuesday 

19th December.  Best friends George and Harold have created 

their own comic book about a superhero they call Captain 

Underpants.  One day, while being told off by their school 

head teacher Mr Krupp, they accidentally hypno�se him into 

believing he is the superhero.  What they thought would be a 

normal day at school turns out to be a day they’ll never forget!  

“A really good-natured and unashamedly silly animated  

comedy,” says The Guardian.  “The film is lovely ... A hero who 

will charm the pants off you,” says The Evening Standard. 

Then our Family Movie on Saturday 30th December is Beauty 

and the Beast (cert. PG) starring Emma Watson and Dan  

Stevens.  The film is the story of Belle, a spirited, intelligent 

and beau�ful woman who is taken prisoner by a beast.  

Trapped and alone, she gradually begins to befriend the  

castle’s enchanted staff: Cogsworth the clock, Lumiere the 

candles�ck and Mrs. Po"s the teapot.  And over �me, she 

learns to look past her captor’s monstrous appearance,  

beginning to fall for the kind-hearted prince he once was.  

“Emma Watson dazzles in Disney’s show-stopping chocolate 

box of a remake,” says The Telegraph.  “Stunning choreogra-

phy... and Emma Watson in her best post-Po"er role,” says 

The Daily Mail. 

Our first film of 2018 will be The Lion in Winter (cert. 12A), 

a stunning new digital restora�on of the 1968 classic star-

ring Peter O’Toole and Katharine Hepburn.  AHer the death 

of his son and heir, King Henry II is obsessed with finding a 

new successor.  He summons his three remaining sons 

along with his wife, the formidable Eleanor of Aquitaine, 

who he has kept imprisoned for the last ten years.  As the 

royal couple scheme and cajole with their sons, their  

passions turn from tenderness to fury as they try to  

determine who should be the future King of England.  

“Anthony Harvey’s Plantagenet family soap opera has  

savage caXights, a fruity Peter O’Toole and even a  

proto-Brokeback Mountain moment.  It’s laugh-out-loud 

funny,” says The Guardian.  “The script and the  

performances are simply dazzling,” says Radio Times. 

On 18th January we’ll be showing The Eagle Huntress (cert. 

U).  This film follows a 13-year-old girl as she trains to  

become the first female in 

twelve genera�ons of her  

Kazakh family to become 

an eagle hunter, and rises 

to the pinnacle of a tradi-

�on that has been handed 

down from  

father to son for  

centuries.  Set against the 

breath-taking  

expanse of the  

Mongolian steppe, The 

Eagle Huntress features 

some of the most  

awe-inspiring cinematog-

raphy ever captured in a 

documentary, giving this 

in�mate tale of a young 

girl’s quest the drama�c 

force of an epic narra�ve film.  “A brilliantly shot, u"erly  

cap�va�ng tale of girl power and cultural change,” says 

Radio Times.  “Combines superb Na�onal Geographic-style 

photography with a storyline that plays out like a real-life 

folktale with a feminist undertow,” says The Independent. 

On Sunday 21st January at 4pm we’ll be screening the 

opera Carmen (cert. 12A), captured live at the Terme di 

Caracalla in Rome.  Carmen deals with the love and  

jealousy of naïve soldier Don José, who is lured away from 

his beloved by the gypsy factory girl Carmen, who he allows 

to escape from custody.  This is a modern interpreta�on  

performed in the enchan�ng se9ng of the Terme di  

Caracalla, the archaeological site of the Roman Baths, 

where a unique theatrical stage comes to life. 

In early February we’ll be screening two Dunkirk films on 

successive Thursdays: first the 1958 film starring John Mills 

and Richard A"enborough and then the new, epic remake 

directed by Christopher Nolan. 

Visit the web page for more details of all features: 

www.cuddingtonvillage.com/cinema 

Please note that the postponed Wine Quiz will now 

take place at a date yet to be confirmed next year. 

Look out in Village Voice for the new date. 
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Concerts in Cuddington 

Lord Young at Tyringham 

Star�ng with Sam playing 

Bach’s Toccata and Fugue in D 

minor and ending with Victoria 

and Iryna singing an encore of 

Rossini’s “Cat Duet” (in a very 

contemporary se9ng!), the 

Sacred and Secular concert in 

St Nicholas’ church at the end 

of October was a huge success. 

The apprecia�ve audience  

experienced excellent  

performances by the Stella Maris Trio all in aid of the Motor Neurone Disease  

Associa�on and in memory of Sarah Hayward, Caroline Saker’s sister who died 

earlier this year; cheques totalling £863.43 have been sent to the charity. 

Whilst the first part of the concert was largely sacred the second half was most 

definitely secular with Iryna demonstra�ng her ac�ng talents in the singing of “Ah 

quel diner” from Offenbach’s La Périchole – never easy to sing and act an  

intoxicated role! It was a pleasure to hear the church organ being played so  

beau�fully (despite its limita�ons!) and to be able to see it being played due to a 

very neat CCTV set up showing the keyboard on the church’s drop down screen – 

thank you Jonathan Hawkins for se9ng it up! There were piano solos from Sam as 

well and beau�ful singing by both Victoria and Iryna. 

At the end of the evening Sam presented Chris Blumer, as a representa�ve of the 

village, with the final completed version of “A Cuddington Suite” which Sam Baker 

and Nigel Phillips had both wri"en and performed two years ago, and which was 

dedicated to Jim Hayward. 

And for the next concert at St Nicholas 

we welcome back the ever-popular 

Manor House String Quartet for a  

concert of popular and enjoyable  

music to celebrate the start of 

2018……… Viennese style! Vaughan 

and his fellow players have been to 

Cuddington several �mes already and 

their programme will include pieces by 

Johann Strauss II, Lanner, Lehar, 

Brahms, Weber and other celebrated 

composers. 

Come and welcome the New Year in style. Refreshments will be 

available during the interval The evening will be in aid of the 

Kenyan charity “Utugi Street Children”.  

Tickets £12 (under 16’s free) available from: 

♦ Caroline Saker - 01844 291825 

♦ Cuddington Stores 

♦ www.cuddingtonvillage.com/church 

Phil Johnson writes: Lord Young was the speaker at a drinks recep)on & canapes 

held at Tyringham Hall on Friday the 27th October for the Buckingham  

Cons)tuency Conserva)ve Associa)on. Seventy supporters listened as Lord Young 

spoke of his early days in Parliament. One of his earlier promo)ons in May 1979 

was as Parliamentary Under Secretary (Department of Health and Social Security). 

He became Secretary of State for Employment in 1985, before transferring, in 

1987, to the Department of Trade and Industry, again as Secretary of State. Lord 

Young was both informa)ve and amusing. He explained how newly promoted  

ministers cope when put in charge of a ministerial department they know about. 

As minster for transport he went to Derbyshire to open a major ring road. In the 

road works site office on the wall was a large map covered in stains; poin)ng to 

the map he asked "where is Derby". That same day headlines in the local paper 

screamed “Transport Minister asks where is Derby?” 

Leadership had already iden)fied and 

have had strategies in place since Sep-

tember to address. While this impacted 

the inspector’s ability to award us the  

higher grade of Outstanding, he was 

confident that we were aware of these 

areas and are ac)vely making the  

required improvements. (in fact you 

may well be seeing work star)ng very 

soon on the Founda)on outside area) 

Whilst the overall grading remains  

unchanged under the new, more  

challenging framework, it recognises 

the significant improvements made in 

the school since the last inspec)on and 

also recognises that the leadership and 

governance of the school is strong and 

is able to iden)fy those areas for future 

improvement.” 

Quo�ng from the actual report the  

inspector, Mr David Harris, said: 

At the )me of the last inspec)on, 

inspectors highlighted good 

teaching, high standards and 

strong leadership. You and your 

leadership team and governors 

addressed the key priori)es for 

improvement iden)fied by the 

previous inspec)on. 

Some months ago Richard Winnico" 

had indicated to the whole Governing 

Body that this was going to be his last 

year as Chair of Governors. Quite apart 

from having held the posi�on for 6 

years Richard explained that a career 

move meant he was going to be away 

from home much more oHen and that 

the demands of his new job would 

mean he could not devote the �me and 

energy needed to fulfil the Chair’s role. 

At the recent full Governing Body 

mee�ng in November Giles Eco" was 

proposed and duly elected as the new 

Chair of Governors; David  

Cumberbatch, who had been Vice-Chair 

for 6 years had also stood down as a 

governor and he was thanked by both 

Richard and Kim for the very valuable 

suppor�ng role he had played and his 

huge contribu�on. Jus�n Chantrey was 

similarly proposed and duly elected as 

the new Vice-Chair of Governors. Both 

Kim Price and Giles expressed their 

great thanks to Richard for all of his 

support, guidance and commitment in 

helping to get the school to the very 

strong posi�on it now finds itself in, as 

demonstrated by the Ofsted report. 

Chris Blumer, Governor 

Ofsted and new Chair 

(Con)nued from page 1) 
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A talk on orchids 
or not? 

 St. Nicholas the Wonderworker 
The saint with the longest  

history as a patron of children is 

St. Nicholas, the 4th-century 

bishop of Myra in Asia Minor 

(now Turkey) and one of the 

most popular saints of all �me. 

The number of churches, chap-

els, religious ins�tu�ons, and 

altars dedicated to him 

throughout the Chris�an world 

defy coun�ng; there are 437 

medieval churches dedicated to 

him in England alone. 

Nicholas was born to a Chris�an 

family in Patara in what is now 

Turkey. He became a priest and 

eventually was named bishop of 

Myra. He was imprisoned during 

the persecu�on of the Emperor 

Diocle�an, but was released 

when Constan�ne was proclaimed Emperor of the West at 

York in AD 310 and declared Chris�anity the new official reli-

gion of the Empire. Nicholas a"ended the Council of Nicea in 

AD 325 when Constan�ne called bishops from around the 

then known world to codify the Chris�an faith and agree the 

Nicene Creed.   

Nicholas' patronage of children comes from an ancient leg-

end that tells how he raised from the dead three li"le boys 

who had been murdered by an innkeeper. The most popular 

story about St. Nicholas, one that is s�ll well-known, tells of 

his compassion for three poor young women. Their father 

had lost his fortune and with it all hope of providing dowries 

for his three daughters. To save them from poverty and the 

threat of having to support themselves as pros�tutes,  

Nicholas threw bags of gold coins through an open window 

of the family's house so that each daughter would have 

enough to make a good marriage. 

In the 11th century, the Seljuk Turks began encroaching on 

the territory of the Byzan�ne Empire. By 1084, Myra, the site 

of the tomb of St. Nicholas, was in Muslim hands. Although 

the Turks had not defiled the shrine, many Chris�ans in the 

West thought it scandalous that the relics of St. Nicholas 

should be in enemy hands. The  

Vene�ans planned to rescue 

the saint, but in 1087  

merchants from Bari in  

southern Italy beat them to it. 

Today the relics of St. Nicholas 

lie in the crypt of the grand 

Romanesque basilica the people 

of Bari built for the saint, and 

pilgrims, of all Chris�an  

denomina�ons, con�nue to visit 

the shrine. 

It is the custom among the  

Austrians, Germans, Swiss,  

Belgians and Dutch to celebrate 

the patron saint of children by giving small giHs and candy 

to children on St. Nicholas' Day, December 6
th

, making the 

feast a sweet prelude to Christmas. 

Nicholas is the patron saint of many countries, notably 

Greece and Russia. Recently Pope Francis met Patriarch 

Kirill of Moscow in Cuba for talks. They issued a joint state-

ment and Francis arranged that a por�on of the relics would 

be lent to Russia.  The difficult task of extrac�ng a bone 

from inside the rock-bound tomb was tackled.  A hole was 

drilled in the stone and surgeons were employed to remove 

a bone and the 9
th

 leH rib was extracted using long  

keyhole-surgery forceps. 
 

The relic was set in a large casket and sent from Italy to 

Moscow. It was welcomed with unparalleled excitement 

with bells ringing from all Moscow's 600 churches, as well as 

that in the Kremlin Tower, the rarely rung Ivan the Great 

Bell, as the procession wended its way from the Airport to 

the great Cathedral of the Saviour.  Patriarch Kirill  

welcomed the relic with crowds of many thousands wai�ng; 

those venera�ng it were led by the President, Vladimir 

Pu�n.  The Patriarch emphasized that the presence of St. 

Nicholas is so necessary today, “so that our people would 

not only preserve faith, but so that the great and �meless 

Divine truth would not depart from the life of modern 

man”.      
 

 Dr Michael Straiton 

 michael.straiton@b�nternet.com 

Above and right, two  

contras0ng images of  the 

saint 

On a very cold November evening members 

came to hear commercial toma-

to grower,  John Cresswell  talk 

to us about orchids!   However,  

we were actually treated to a 

most interes)ng talk, giving us 

facts we never knew and could 

not have imagined, about the  

hor)cultural industry, and in 

par)cular the growing of tomatoes!    
 

John’s career began in 1968 when tomato plants were grown 

in soil in )mber greenhouses with  limited light and only one 

crop a year.  Fast forward to 1978 with soil replaced by peat in 

troughs and growbags  and computers keeping temperatures 

 

at a constant level with carbon dioxide being used to  

produce larger fruits and harves)ng going on all year 

round.   In 1984 John had turned to hydroponics.    

Aluminium glass houses in 1988 brought increased light 

levels.  Mechanical  methods controlled by computers  gave 

us be7er pollina)on with machines shaking the plants, alt-

hough bumble bee hives were also  introduced into the 

glasshouses and pes)cides being replaced by biological 

controls.  Today’s tomato growing industry is totally  

different from 1968; for example, a modern day glasshouse 

is the size of a football pitch with an average sized nursery 

being 10 acres. 

John  ended his talk by giving a few helpful )ps for the   

successful growing of orchids and gave advice to members 

who had brought  him their plants for him to look at and 

advise!    Grace  Brown 
 

A note from the Chairman:  For a fuller unedited version of 

Grace’s  very interes)ng ar)cle please look on the CGC 

page on the village website. 
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I said to the man who stood at the Gate of the Year, 

‘Give me a light that I may tread safely into the un-

known.’ 

And he replied, ‘Go out into the darkness, and put 

your hand into the Hand of God. 

That shall be be7er than light, and safer than 

a known way.’ 

Dates for your Diary 

Sunshine Club Ma1nee Cinema presents ‘Mrs Brown’ at The  

Bernard Hall on Monday 29th January at 1.30 (doors open 1pm).   

Top notch ac�ng, good chemistry between its stars and a wi"y and 

a thoughXul script deliver an entertaining, if not en�rely factual, 

account of the seldom explored historical rela�onship between 

Queen Victoria and her feisty Sco9sh groom, John Brown.   

This film will be shown with sub�tles. 

Big screen, comfortable upholstered seats.  Tea and cake at the interval are  

included in the price £5/£4(conc).  Please note number to book - 01844 291 526 - 

or on the door subject to availability. 

Haddenham Community Library Haddenham Community Library Haddenham Community Library Haddenham Community Library     

Annual meeting and the official 
opening of the newly refurbished  

Children’s library. 

Friday 1st December 5.00pm 

Come and enjoy refreshments, 
and a Pyjama Storytime for the 

children 

Christmas Hamper Raffle 
Tickets on sale now ! 

£1 a ticket. 

All proceeds to Haddenham 
Community Library 

Winning Ticket will be drawn 
Saturday 16th December 

December  

Saturday 2
nd

   Mum’s Breakfast, St Nicholas Church 

Sunday 3
rd

 3.00pm   Chris�ngle Service 

Sunday 3
rd

 11.30am   Boules Winter Match 

Monday 4
th 

10.00am  School Infants’ Na�vity Play—Dress rehearsal, 

      all welcome 

Monday 4
th 

2.00pm        Sunshine Bring & Buy Tyringham Hall 

Wednesday 6
th

 2.00pm  Gardening Club visit to Waterperry Gardens  

Thursday 7
th

 7.00pm  ‘Young Marx’, NTLive, Village Picture House  

Sunday 10
th

 10.00am  St Nicholas Service, including giH service  

Monday 11
th 

12.30pm      Sunshine Club Xmas Party Bernard Hall     

Monday 11
th

 7.30pm Parish Council Mee�ng, Bernard Hall 

Thursday 14
th

 8.0pm  “What We Did on Our Holiday”, Village Picture House 

Monday,  15
th

 7.30 pm    Gardening Club’s social evening. 

Monday 18
th

 3.00pm Christmas Tea in the Club, Clubhouse, Playing Fields 

Tuesday 19
th

 2.00pm “Captain Underpants”, Kids Club Cinema 

Tuesday 19
th

    Carol Singing around the village 

Sunday 24
th

 2.30pm   Na�vity, Crib Service, Posada  

Sunday 24
th

 7.00pm   Carol Service  

Monday 25
th

 8.00am  Holy Communion 

Monday 25
th

 10.00am  All-Age Service 

Saturday 30
th

 5.00pm “Beauty and the Beast”, Village Picture House 

January 

Monday 8
th

 2pm         Sunshine Club, Playing Field Clubhouse 

Thursday 11
th

 8.00pm “The Lion in Winter”, Village Picture House 

Saturday 20
th

 7.30pm “New Year’s Viennese Gala”, St Nicholas’ Church 

Monday 22
nd

 2pm       Sunshine Club, Playing Field Clubhouse 

Monday 29
th

 1.30pm        Ma�nee Cinema “Mrs Brown” Bernard Hall  

Monday 29
th

 7.30pm Parish Council Mee�ng, Bernard Hall 

February 

Monday 5
th

 2pm         Sunshine Club, Playing Field Clubhouse 

Monday,  12
th

 7.30pm AGM  followed by another of Jennifer’s 

     quizzes or a slide show   

Monday 19
th

 2pm        Sunshine Club, Playing Field Clubhouse 

Thursday 22
nd

 7.00pm “Cat on a Hot Tin Roof”, NTLive, Village Picture House 

Monday 26
th

 7.30pm Parish Council Mee�ng, Bernard Hall 

Christmas Boules  

Christmas Boules Come and join the 

Cuddington team for a winter boules 

match against Chearsley on Sunday 

3rd December at 11.30am. Chearsley 

took the Trophy at the Summer game 

winning 5-3 and have offered to host 

the food and drink – hot dogs and 

Christmas soups with a glass of special 

grog! Email 

ken@vivsemmens.force9.co.uk to join 

the Winter winning team! 

Defibrillator Awareness Training 

The Parish Council is arranging a  

defibrillator awareness training  

session for the New Year (date to be 

confirmed). So that we can keep any 

eye on numbers, please email  

cuddingtonpc@gmail.com if you are 

interested in a"ending. 

Installa1on of New Footpath Gates 

4 new footpath gates have been  

installed on Footpaths 11 and 13 

(Bridgeway).  Whilst the Parish Council 

met the cost of the installa�on, the 

gates were kindly funded by Bucks 

County Council.   

For opera�onal reasons Lighthouse Thame and Villages 

will not run in 2018. For more details please read the 

statement on the Church no�ce board.  
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I am delighted 

to tell you that 

the school has 

received a 

le"er from Nick 

Gibb, Educa�on 

minister, congratula�ng us on our yr 1 and 2 phonic 

scores last year. This is very posi�ve endorsement of 

the school on top of the recent Ofsted report which is 

covered elsewhere in Village Voice. 
 

As part of our work in school on values educa�on  

children will be awarded a 'values leaf' when they 

demonstrate this term’s value in school. These are 

then put on our 'Values Tree' and stuck in a book at 

the end of the year. 
 

We had two remembrance services on Friday 10th of 

November and all children were respecXul and 

thoughXul throughout the ceremonies. I would like to 

make special men�on of Eva, Jasper, Lizzie and Wilf 

(who laid the wreaths) and Zara and Holly (who read 

the verses); I was very moved by their thoughXul  

approach to the roles they were given. 
 

So many parents and the church have commented on 

how wonderful they were and what great  

ambassadors of the school they are. As always, I am 

very proud of them. 
 

Our Infant children will be pu9ng on two  

performances of their na�vity play in St Nicholas’ 

church which sadly has to be for parents, grand-

parents and family only. However, if you would like to 

see it you will be very welcome to a"end the dress 

rehearsal at 10.00am on Monday 4
th

 December. 

Wishing you all a very Happy Christmas, 

 Kim Price 

"According to Time magazine, global warming is 33% 

worse than we thought. You know what that means? Al 

Gore is one-third more annoying than we thought." --Jay 

Leno 

The autumn has 

been unusually 

mild, with few 

frosts and a lot of 

calm weather: thus 

my lawn is s)ll 

growing and we 

have had the  

benefit of autumn 

colour on the trees 

for longer than 

usual. We are very 

fortunate as others 

have had floods caused by deluges, destruc)ve storms and  

wildfires following long periods of drought. This year is likely to 

end up being yet another of the warmest on record, keeping it in 

step with every year since 2003. We can only hope that our benign 

weather con)nues into the future and that we don’t start to suffer 

the extremes being experienced around the World! 

Having been on the losing side of the environmental ba7le and 

debate for nearly 60 years, trying to be construc)ve and posi)ve 

with people so I didn’t alienate them, I remain perplexed by our 

inability to tackle the biggest problem that faces humanity World-

wide. Oh, I should say that my view is that our biggest problem is 

not potholes in the road or dog poo, but what we are doing to our 

planet (which sadly includes global warming). Poli)cally, there 

seems to be no votes in environmental issues, so they are largely 

ignored in recent elec)ons. Even the Green Party as moved its 

policies towards social issues like housing in order to have any 

chance of being heard.  

Talking to people, when they engage with these issues, they seem 

to be genuinely concerned about the environment and the future, 

but mostly feel helpless, or else believe that some technological 

bullet will save the situa)on. For people who run a business (or 

farm), the chief concern in most cases is making a profit, and the 

effect on the environment comes lower down the list of priori)es. 

For the country, it is GDP growth, which implies more consump-

)on (requiring exploita)on of resources and produc)on of CO2). 

So what has all this stuff, which you have heard many )mes  

already, got to do with a village like Cuddington? I believe that a 

village is where humanity works at its best: where everyone takes 

responsibility for their ac)ons and people work together to secure 

the future for all of the residents. Of course this is not how things 

work now as we are all engaged in the outside World for making a 

living, holidays, excursions, shopping and social lives. But the  

village concept of living responsibly within the resources afforded 

by our environment, and ensuring that future genera)ons will 

inherit something at least as good can be expanded to our town, 

county, country and planet.  

The trouble is, one is usually regarded as an annoying pain-in-the-

neck for saying so. 

Doug Kennedy (doug@doug-kennedy.com) 

Greener Cuddington 

Services at St. Nicholas 
(Churchwardens: Helen Keeping 

291635 and 
James Stonham 292221)  

 

December 
3

rd
   10.00am  Holy Communion 

10
th

  10.00am All-age GiH Service 

17
th

  10.00am       Holy Communion 

24
th

   2.30pm  Nativity, Crib Service 

   and Posada 
   7.00pm  Carols by Candlelight 

25
th

    8.00am Holy Communion 
 10.00am Christmas Family Service 

   January 
7

th
  10.00am Holy Communion 

14
th

  10.00am All-Age Service 

21
st

  10.00am Holy Communion 

28
th

  10.00am Morning Worship 

Opportunities for praying together in church are each 

Thursday at 9.00 a.m. and each Sunday at 9.10 a.m.  

 

There is a service at 5.30 pm every Sunday evening at 
Cuddington Methodist Chapel. 


