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                November - 2017 

Unknown British Soldier  
Lorraine Stevens writes,  
In August the Parish Council were contacted by Bucks County Council and asked to   
investigate if the village had a WW1 Battlefield Cross for a project being organised by 
“Returned from the Front” www.thereturned.co.uk. The BBC also wrote an article on their 
work http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-norfolk-40446229   
 

A cross was found in the church in the memorial chapel located on the wall between the two 
windows. An old church inventory confirmed that the cross has three metal tags inscribed 
GRU 58 E 47  Unknown British Soldier.  The Commonwealth War Graves Commission (CWGC) 
did further research and found out that the Graves Registration Unit (GRU) reference refers to a war grave in Tyne Cot  
cemetery in Belguim. There is only one cemetery that has this grave reference Plot 58, Row E, Grave 47 http://www.cwgc.org/
find-war-dead/casualty/463591/LEVIN,%20HAROLD%20GORDON   The CWGC have extensive records that show the soldier 
was a member of the Royal Warwickshire regiment 1st Battalion and that his remains were found at the French cemetery in 
Frezenberg and reinterred at Tyne Cot. They were able to establish his regiment from his clothing and equipment but not his 
identity.  
In the 1920’s the Imperial War Graves Commission (IWGC) replaced the temporary markers with the Portland stone  
headstones. The original wooden crosses were either returned to families or churches.   

(Continued on page 5) 

Who has seen the wind? 
Neither you nor I; 
But when the trees bow down their heads 
The wind is passing by! 
Christina Rossetti (1830-1894) 

 
Well,  it has finally happened:  almost a year in the planning and  
suddenly the  Gardening Club’s 25th Anniversary Lunch is behind us.   
What a lovely day we had with 60 club members past and present 
with guests gathered together in the Bernard Hall on Sunday 15th 
October. Read on for recollections of our first ever meeting and 
memories of a wonderful celebration.  
 
‘In the autumn of 1992 I went to an open meeting in the “Club 
House” to discuss the proposal of starting a village Gardening club. If 
I remember correctly Sue Lydiatt, the first Chairwoman, led the 
meeting.  On Sunday 15th October 2017, I, along with sixty other  
people, attended the 25th anniversary lunch of the Cuddington  
Gardening Club in the Village Hall.  What a celebration it was! 

(Continued on page 3) 

 

Regardless of TV and media  
personalities wearing poppies  
early,  the official start of Remembrance tide is  
Saturday 28th October on which date a team of 
sellers will begin selling poppies around the village.    
Do give generously to help the Royal British legion to 
continue it’s valuable work.   
 

The Act of Remembrance in Cuddington will take 
place on Sunday 12th November starting at 10am in 
St. Nicholas Church and then at the War Memorial a 
little before 11am.  
 

Please come and join us to remember and give 
thanks for the lives of all the brave men and women 
who have died in the service of their Queen and 
country, that we and our families may live in Peace 
and Freedom. 

Poppy Appeal  25th Anniversary Lunch 

http://www.thereturned.co.uk
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-norfolk-40446229
http://www.cwgc.org/find-war-dead/casualty/463591/LEVIN,%20HAROLD%20GORDON
http://www.cwgc.org/find-war-dead/casualty/463591/LEVIN,%20HAROLD%20GORDON
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Food for Thought  
What were your ancestors doing 100 years ago? What were their thoughts and how did they think 
about life? Did they have hope for the future? War was still raging in Europe and, in September, the 
battles around Ypres had claimed many casualties. The focus was also on the Middle East, with the 
invasion of Palestine and the Balfour Declaration. England itself was facing bombardment from 
planes and submarines. Back in Cuddington, the men were at war and there would have been a  
considerable Land Army of women. Women may well have been prominent in other traditionally 
male roles as the villagers sought to manage without their menfolk. Food from outside the village would have been 
scarce and residents would have been careful to grow as much as possible in their own gardens and allotments. Children 
would have been roped in to help, and the summer and autumn would have been busy with harvest. Three years into 
the war, the severity of the casualties would have been a constant backdrop to life back home. We can’t know how 
much they hoped for a better future, or feared that things might get worse. We can know that the village would have 
been something of a safe haven for those at home. On the village website, Ruby Small shares memories of cottage life, 
with children sharing beds, water from a pump and cooking on an open fire with candlelight in the evening. 
Today, we face many challenges on the international scene: wars in different parts of the world; global warming; a  
growing refugee crisis; uncertainty over our own nation’s future; and a sense of uncertainty over some international 
leaders. Back in Cuddington, we have comfort beyond the wildest dreams of our forebears in 1917, and a stable and 
flourishing village. Behind the comfortable exterior many people still suffer difficulties and pain.  
As we look back and look forward, one question, I am often asked is about hope. What is it, and how do we understand 
when the world or our own lives don’t quite go the way we would like. The easy form of hope is when we can fix  
something. When we see a problem but know there is a solution on the way. It is far more difficult when solutions seem 
elusive. It’s easy then to fix on some kind of utopia and put all our hopes into that. A more realistic hope is one that  
expects things to be tough at times, but has resilience because of a confidence in the future. The New Testament has 
preserved a letter written to people experiencing hardships, describing this type of hope as an anchor. One translation 
reads: “God's hope is an anchor that keeps us safe and steady,” Hebrews 6:19. 
As we remember the First World War a century ago, and consider our present situation, we can all hold onto the anchor 
of hope that gives us strength for each day. 
 
Love and Prayers 
Margot Hodson, Rector 

 

Let’s Try Something 
Different 
(Benefice Evening Services) 
 
Many people welcome the opportunity to experience 
different services, in different churches; and these are 
the Evening services taking place during November.  
 
Sunday 12th November, 4.00 pm  
at St Peter and St Paul, Dinton – Evensong,  
led by Raymond Medhurst. 
 
Sunday 19th November, 6.30 pm, 
at St Mary’s, Haddenham – Wellspring, 
led by Nadine Rose, with Adrian Collier preaching.  

 

The Frosts 

For 34 years Elsie and James 
Frost had been generous  
contributors to village life here 
in Cuddington before they 
moved last month to be closer to their two daughters near  
Henley.  
Much of what they did was more often than not done quietly in 
the background and with very little fuss. When the church went 
through its major refurbishment they were there to offer ideas 
and thoughtful support; indeed it was as a result of their  
suggestion that the chairs and benches, which were  
eventually selected, were based on one’s similar to which they 
had seen at St Magnus Cathedral in Kirkwall. They had also very 
generously donated one of the two new bells which were  
installed for the Millennium bells refurbishment project. 
More recently James was St Nicholas’ Planned Giving Officer, a 
critical role supporting the church’s finances and helping the 
Treasurer in his work. 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Have you ever attended one of your children’s (or  
grandchildren’s) Christmas nativity plays in the church, or a 
concert, or perhaps a wedding or funeral thanksgiving service? 
In addition to the regular weekly services and other  
gatherings, our church here in Cuddington, St Nicholas, is used 
in a very wide range of ways, for different occasions, for all 
ages - a constant thread that is woven into the fabric of the 
community. And for some it might just be seen as a striking 
historic building which provides an emblematic backdrop to 
the village. Whatever your links and associations might be with 
the church, it costs a huge amount of money to run and  
maintain. Traditionally this has been achieved with the help of 
some very generous bequests, with more regular church  
members donating both fixed amounts of money and  
occasional additional gifts. We would like to feel that some 
parishioners who are not necessarily regular church attenders 
or indeed financial contributors, might like to make such a 
contribution as well; this could simply be in recognition of the 
important part that the physical presence of the church plays 
in the community or the many uses it is put to; many will also 

value its spiritual and religious 
focus as well. 
 

Despite all of the   
contributions that are made, 
the church’s costs keep rising, like pretty well everyone else’s.  
As part of our attempt to close the gap between income and 
expenditure we are re-launching our Planned Giving Scheme 
to link in with the Diocese of Oxford’s Parish Giving Scheme. 
This scheme uses direct debit – monthly, quarterly or annually 
- enabling people to give as much as they want; anonymously 
if they wish. Further details are available in packs at the back 
of the church or on www.parishgivingscheme.org.uk or please 
talk to any church member. Our Parish Code is 270627603.  
 

We are encouraging both church and non-church members to 
give to the scheme to help keep St Nicholas as a central part 
of our community. We warmly invite you to come to our  
village church on Sundays at 10:00am where you will receive 
a friendly welcome.  

Cuddington Gardening Club  

Supporting the Church  

Starting with Cava and canapés members past and present 
with their guests proceeded to enjoy the day. Once seated at 
the tables a feast arrived to suit all tastes of chicken, fish, and 
a veggie option. There was an abundance of wine and plenty 
of soft drinks No wonder conversation flowed freely.  A  
delightful medley of mini desserts were served then Guests 
helped themselves at the generous cheese table. Tea and 
coffee followed together with a beautifully decorated cake 
showing the CGC logo. Fittingly the cake was cut by Stephen 
Turner and Elsie Frost, two previous chairmen and Jennifer 
Schram de Jong, a previous and  the current chairman and our 
host for the day, thus symbolising the continuity of the Club. 
The after dinner speaker was Andrew Mikolajski who is  
associated with the RHS.  Andrew danced around entreating 
us to put “Grrrrrrit” on our Christmas list, a vital ingredient of 
potted plant compost. He then advised against buying cheap 
compost and told us how to make our own along with other 
timely garden tips. His talk involved a lot of movement and 
melodramatics as a result I have no difficulty in remembering 
Andrew's good advice.  
Despite the anxieties before the event and thanks to Jennifer, 
backed by the committee, the anniversary lunch was a most 
successful and enjoyable occasion. Each member took home a 
bone china commemorative mug as a memento.  Any  
member who has not yet received their mug can collect one 
at the club meeting on 13th November. Jennifer has already 
said she will not be organising the club’s Golden Jubilee!   So, 
if there is to be a 50th anniversary younger  members are 
needed. If you know nothing about gardening no matter you'll 
find  the speakers very informative, likewise if you're a keen 
gardener.  So do come and join THE CUDDINGTON  
GARDENING CLUB NOW! A very contented member!’ 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
Unless otherwise stated,  the club meetings are held in the 
Cuddington Playing Fields clubhouse on the second Monday 
of the month at 7.30 pm.   Guests always most welcome. 
 
Monday,  13th November -  A talk on Orchids by John  
Cresswell, a serious amateur orchid grower for many years.   
John also grows tomatoes commercially  and I believe  
hydroponically. Sounds fun! Simon has asked us to bring any 
orchids we may have at home,  that may not be doing so well 
so that John can give us some practical advice on what might 
be wrong. – a sort of orchid workshop!  
Contact: Simon  -  01844 201249 snbarker43@gmail.com  
 

Wednesday, 6th December at 2pm - Gilly has arranged an 
outing to Waterperry Gardens for tea and some Christmas 
shopping. No evening talk this month.  Flyer with details  to 
follow  shortly. Contact :  Gilly on 01844 292650   
gillycottman@live.co.uk    
 
2018 - Monday 15th January (to be confirmed) - The Club’s  
annual social evening ! 
Monday, 12th February or 12th March ( to be confirmed)   
The Club’s 26th AGM   
 
2018  The committee is busy putting together a programme of 
speakers and outings for next year.  Suggestions and  ideas 
from members would,  as always,  be very helpful and  much 
appreciated. 
 
So wrap up and keep enjoying your gardens, Jennifer 

(25th Anniversary Continued from page 1) 

http://www.parishgivingscheme.org.uk
mailto:snbarker43@gmail.com
mailto:gillycottman@live.co.uk
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Parking in the Village 

Thames Water has notified the Parish Council of access  
concerns to the sewage works at the bottom of Frog Lane.   

Whilst it is difficult to park in the narrow lanes of Cuddington 
and allow access for tankers, please can we remind  
Parishioners to park considerately so that larger vehicles,  
particularly emergency vehicles  and the school bus can gain 
access through our village lanes. 
   
Christmas Boules 
Come and join the Cuddington team for a winter boules 
match against Chearsley on Sunday 3rd December at 10am 
(Sunday 10th in reserve, in case of bad weather).  Chearsley 
took the Trophy at the Summer game winning 5-3 and have 
offered to host the food and drink – hot dogs and Christmas 
soups with a glass of special grog!   
Email ken@vivsemmens.force9.co.uk to join the  
Winter winning team! 
  
 
 

THINK TWICE AND THINK GREEN AND THINK OF YOUR  
NEIGHBOURS.  
 

The faint smell of a bonfire can be pleasantly reminiscent of 
Autumn!  However, in general , bonfires cause harm and 
aggravation to both people and the environment.  This is 
particularly relevant to living in a village community where 
we live in close proximity to our neighbours. 
 
Apart from the fire hazard,  bonfires can be a real health risk 
to sufferers from asthma, bronchitis and other lung diseases 
and to the very young and old, due to dangerous particles 
contained in bonfire smoke, especially smoke emanating 
from burning household waste as opposed to garden waste.    
For neighbours it is extremely unpleasant to find acrid 
smoke filling the house and garden sometimes both night 
and day,  and frequently soiling the washing.    
 
Unfortunately,  a warm,  sunny day,  often at the week-ends  
when  windows are open  and washing is drying on the line,  
and  people are enjoying  pleasant moments in their garden,  
is often  the time when the bonfire holder comes out to 
play.   But it is not just the human population that can suffer.    
Particularly in Autumn and Winter,  many small wild  
animals,  such as hedgehogs,  snakes,  and other small  
mammals can be found  hibernating in a “potential bonfire”  
as well as in a compost heap,  and they will die or receive 
nasty burns as a  result of a bonfire. 
 
WHY HAVE BONFIRES?   Is it because they are seen as an 
easy, convenient but rather lazy way to dispose of unwanted 
rubbish?   Maybe!  But there are alternatives.    
First and foremost,   compost all your green and garden 
waste at home – you will be pleasantly surprised how good 
homemade compost can be and it is absolutely free!   The 
local District Council  provides information and other  
services for the disposal of garden waste  -  what about a 
brown bin (www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk  -  look under 
waste collection).    If you really cannot compost your own 
waste,  take it to your local Household Recycling Centre,  
you really don’t need to burn it.    
Actually,  bonfires are rarely illegal – however if a “statutory 
nuisance” is being caused by smoke, fumes or gases,  then 
an offence could well have been committed.      
 
Bonfires should be a last resort so try and follow this guide: 
Make sure it is not too windy ; wind should ideally be  
blowing away from neighbouring properties – almost  
impossible when living in a village! 
Any burning should be done as quickly as possible making 
sure all material is dry to minimise smoke! 
Above all,  don’t be anti-social;  do be considerate and 
aware of your neighbours and your village!  
  
Think Green  -  Think of your neighbours!  
 

Bonfires  

November Meeting 
The Parish Council will be discussing the Vale of 
Aylesbury Local Plan at its meeting on  
Monday 27th November.  PLEASE SEE INSERT 
Please come along and give your views. 

mailto:ken@vivsemmens.force9.co.uk
http://www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk
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The British Legion and Toc H also distributed returned  
crosses.  The Toc H crosses were in a glass cases not unlike 
the one in the church so it would be interesting to see if the 
church have any further records. If I find out anything further 
I will update you. 
 

Angus Dorrach McKechnie 1873 - 
1917 
The research for the origins of the 
Battlefield Cross led me to a grave 
in the churchyard that has fallen 
into disrepair. Michael Collins 
cleared the area around the yew 
tree to reveal the memorial and 
the broken cross.  The memorial is 
to Angus and Jane McKechnie. who 
were market gardeners in Great 
Stone at least until Angus’ death in 
1929. They appear on the 1901 
&1911 censuses living there with their youngest son  
Archibald.  Archibald had signed up to the 3rd Battalion  
Oxfordshire Light Infantry in 1899 at the age of 19 to fight in 
the Second Boer War. They had eight children including Angus 
Dorrach whose name is also on the memorial 
 

Angus Dorrach. Killed in Action, Ypres, 18th September 1917, 
aged 45 years. I was fascinated to find out why this gentleman 
had been in the Army at the age of 45 years so I started to 
search the CWGC website and found out that he had been in 
the Australian Imperial Force (AIF) 19th Battalion. 
 https://www.cwgc.org/find-war-dead/casualty/1599408/
mckechnie,-angus-darroch/CasualtyCertificate.ashx?
id=1599408 
 
 

In order to find out more information I researched censuses, 
contacted the CWGC and The Australian National Archives. 
The ANA have Private Angus Dorrach McKechnie 1260A  
complete service history online. Angus Dorrach McKechnie 
was married to Helena Rist in 1901 and they had 4 children 
born between 1903 and 1908, and lived around the  
Northfleet/Gravesend area. Angus was a twine keeper in the 
cable making industry. The maximum age to enlist in the 
British army was 38 years old. On the 4 March 1915 he had 
made his way to Sydney, leaving his family in the UK and  
enlisted with the AIF 17th Battalion. Initially he had to go to a 
dentist to have his teeth fixed before they would accept him. 
 

He was sent for training to Liverpool military camp about 
35km from Sydney and then to Gallipoli as part of the ANZAC 
force that landed there for the August Offensive in 1915. 
The AIF 17th Battalion fought in the Battle of Hill 60 and Angus 
was wounded in action on the 26.08.1915.  He was taken to 
the ANZAC field hospitals on the islands of Imbros & Lemnos 
(Port Murdos) before returning to duty on the 3.10.1915. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
He then developed  
jaundice and was sent to 
Luna Park near Cairo on 
the 30.10.1915. Luna Park 
was an amusement park 
that the ANZAC’s used as 
a hospital and there are  
photographs of the merry go round and ice rink being used as 
hospital wards.  
 
In December 1915 the troops were evacuated from Gallipoli 
and Angus was sent to Belgium via Marseille where he was 
hospitalised with deafness. In October 1916 he was sent to  
England where he was again admitted to hospital with a  
carbuncle on his back. In January 1917 he was transferred to 
the 19th Battalion and the company marched to Weymouth  
en route to Etaples and the Western Front. On the 18th  
September 1917 Angus was killed in action in Ypres and his 
remains were never found. 
 
As well as his name appearing on the roll of honour at Menin 
Gate, he is also listed on the National Australian War  
Memorial in Canberra. In this, the centenary of Angus Dorrach 
McKechnie’s death, I would like to repair the memorial and 
have received a quote of £300 + vat. If anyone would like to 
make a donation it would be very welcome. Please contact 
Lorraine Stevens 07712 529766. 
 

I would also like to find any relatives of the McKechnie’s as I 

have found out some very interesting facts about the family 

history so if anyone has any details of their whereabouts 

please let me know. 

 

 

 

 

(The Unknown Soldier Continued from page 1) 
 

Finley and Barney Spencer from Swan Hill visited 

Ypres over half-term, and found both the grave 

of the unknown soldier whose battle cross is 

now in St Nicholas Church, Cuddington and the 

memorial to Angus Dorrach McKechnie. 

https://www.cwgc.org/find-war-dead/casualty/1599408/mckechnie,-angus-darroch/CasualtyCertificate.ashx?id=1599408
https://www.cwgc.org/find-war-dead/casualty/1599408/mckechnie,-angus-darroch/CasualtyCertificate.ashx?id=1599408
https://www.cwgc.org/find-war-dead/casualty/1599408/mckechnie,-angus-darroch/CasualtyCertificate.ashx?id=1599408
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Children of the church’s Youth 
Group and their parents put in 
a massive amount of effort to 
mount the sale of homemade 
cakes & lemonade and books & 
toys on Upper Green on  
Saturday 14th October. 

 
It was in aid of the “Compassion UK” charity to help support 
Ngowa Chonzwe, who is an 18 year old boy who lives in  
Kenya.    
 
A big “thank you” to all parents and children involved - as a 
result an amazing £195 was raised. 

Sale on the Green News from Cuddington  

 
 
 
 

 

Jo Goodson welcomed attendees to the AGM and said that 
she was very pleased to say that this year’s fete had been a 
big success – raising funds comparable to previous years, 
which were then available to support the village’s clubs,  
societies and organisations. Jo went on to explain that the 
committee of five, less herself, would pretty much carry on for 
next year with Janine Humphreys joining the committee to  
co-ordinate stall holders and be responsible for the fete shed 
key. Although no one as yet had actually taken on the role of 
replacing her as  Chairman, Jo said she was very confident in 
everything carrying on smoothly for next year. The meeting 
thanked Jo and the committee and wished her, Angus and her 
family all good fortune in their move to New Zealand. 
 
Kaley Potts, Treasurer, then presented the accounts and  
explained that the committee had tried as much as possible to 
give organisations what they had asked for; because of the 
need to keep approximately £3,000 as a working float to  
finance the next fete, the committee had been unable to   
exactly meet the requests and the amount given to each  
organisation was just a little below the  requested figures.  
 
At the end of the meeting Kaley handed out cheques to  
representatives of the organisations. A full list of those  
receiving donations is shown opposite:             
 

 
                                    
  

The clocks may have changed, and the evenings are getting 
darker – but Club Nights will continue throughout the winter 
under floodlights.  These are held on Thursday evenings from 
7.30pm when all adult members are welcome.   

If you are not a member of the Tennis Club, but would like to 
give Club Night a try, please contact Charles Sanderson on 
01844 291626 or at charles.sanderson7@gmail.com. 

FETE AGM  

Tennis Club 

The committee  - Ken & Mayda Trew, 
Mark Preston, Jo Goodson and Kaley 

John Luckett  receiving the CPFA cheque 
from  Kaley. 

St Nicholas Church 1,050 

Bernard Hall 1200 

School 800 

Tennis club 340 

Youth drama 240 

Gardening club 320 

Village voice 450 

Methodist Church 220 

CPFA 1200 

Sunshine club 550 

WI 140 

Tic-Toc 230 

Nicholas Almond 340 

Toddler singing group 120 

Parish council 150 

Baptist burial ground 100 

Fireworks      750   
  

Total donations     8200   

Total funds available 11,002 

Funds retained     2802   

mailto:charles.sanderson7@gmail.com


7 

They had a real passion for supporting community and village life; they quietly 
and unobtrusively supported many church projects and their actions were much 
appreciated and valued by those who were involved and benefited from the  
support that they gave. 
 
James also played a key role as a school governor where his expertise helped 
manage the finances and he headed up the school’s very successful appeal for 
the new classroom which was opened in 2006. 
 
Elsie was Chairman of Cuddington Gardening Club for nine years from 2007 and 
was ably supported by James in his role as photographer and entertainer – no 
annual social was complete without an input from James! Elsie was tireless in her 
dedication to the Gardening Club, arranging a long string of both speakers and 
places to visit. Both she and James thoroughly enjoyed their garden visits – not 
only did they research ones for the club to visit but they came back from more 
far flung places with wonderful photographs and stories to share with club  
members. Village Voice carried a report on the presentation to Elsie when she 
stepped down as Chairman in its February edition. 
 
Many of us warmly remember Elsie and James very kindly opening up their  
gardens to a wide variety of events—open gardens and tea parties amongst  
others. As mentioned in last month’s Village Voice, James was a distributor for 
many years and we wish them well in their new home, closer to their daughters 
and their grand-children; they will be much missed as contributors to the village  
community. 

(The Frosts Continued from page 2) 
 

New  
Distributor  

 

We are most grateful to Gill Fisher of 
Dadbrook for coming forward to  

volunteer to take over James Frost’s 
distribution round – thank you! 

 
In fact Gill was not the only reader to 
respond to our appeal in last month’s 
Village Voice and we did indeed have 

three others as well; so thank you to all 
of you as well and you are now 

 on the reserve list!                    
 

Ed. 

Tony, or Tona as he was known to 
many, was a very familiar figure 
around the village and indeed had 
been all his life. 
 
 In more recent years he was an  
enthusiastic founder member of the 
Boules Club when it first started in 
2011. Tony was a very good player 
and competed keenly in the early 
matches against Chearsley as well as 
in the informal club games. 
 

Tony was also a keen gardener and therefore it is no surprise 
that he was an active member of Cuddington Gardening Cub 
for many years. He could be seen helping with the weighing at 
the Murphy potato growing competition, (when he had also 
been a winner!) and he also opened his colourful garden to 
the public for charity. He loved to chat and would spend much 
time in his front garden hoping to see someone passing by! 
Similarly in his 9 years of working for Mike and Gilly Cottman 
he would love to have a chat and show off his work to you if 
he caught you walking along Ridge Barn Farm track! He was 
very proud of his own garden and his passion was to get a 
really good splash of  colour which he achieved superbly.  

He had a wooden cut out of 
himself standing watch on 
the garden for many years 
and passers-by sometimes 
would say hello to it, thinking 

it was actually Tony - and Mrs 
Courtney, who lived opposite, 
even made it a cup of tea 
once!  See the photograph. 
 

One of 6 children Tony was 
part of a large family and just 
his sisters Carlene and Avis 
survive him today.   
 
But both his parents died when he was young and Tony and 
his siblings were brought up by his mother’s sister Rene and 
her husband George; they moved to Cuddington with their 
two children Royston and Glenis – so it was indeed a very 
large family!  
 
He was a great family man himself and loved family parties; 
he could often be seen dancing in the Bernard Hall or at a 
BBQ! He and his brothers, Raymond, Bernard and Brandy, 
would give each other a pretty hard time over their  
respective football teams – Manchester United, Spurs and 
West Bromwich Albion – winding each other up as brothers 
do!  He was a loving father to his three children, Sharon, Scott 
and Tania and wonderful husband to Georgina.   
 

Tony Orchard 1938-2017 
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The autumn season at the Village Picture 
House continues on Thursday 2nd November 
with Hell Freezes Over (cert. exempt),  
featuring The Eagles live in concert.  After the 
band’s breakup in 1980, Don Henley famously 
said that the band would play together again 
“when Hell freezes over”.  But time can heal 
all wounds and, thirteen years later, the band 

decided to reunite.  This superb concert was The Eagles’ first 
public appearance, recorded live in front of an audience for an 
MTV special.  Songs include Tequila Sunrise, New York Minute, 
The Last Resort, Take It Easy and a superb new arrangement of 
Hotel California with an extended acoustic guitar and  
percussion opening.  A superlative surround-sound recording, 
outstanding musicianship and top notch vocal harmonies 
make this a concert not to be missed.  “Far better than anyone 
but their accountants had a right to expect,” said Rolling 
Stone. 
 

On 9th November we’ll be showing a unique film called Loving 
Vincent (cert. 12A) exploring Vincent van Gogh’s life and work 
by bringing to life some of his most inspirational paintings to 
tell his story.  Armand Roulin – a regular 
model for the artist’s portraits – becomes 
obsessed with van Gogh’s death, caused by 
a bullet wound to the stomach.  Was it an 
accident?  Was it suicide?  Loving Vincent 
sets out to explore one of art’s great  
mysteries.  More than two years in the  
making, Loving Vincent is the world’s first 
fully-painted feature film.  Every one of the 
film’s 65,000 frames is an oil painting on 
canvas, created by a team of more than 100 painters using the 
same technique as van Gogh.  “One of the most beautiful films 
of 2017 ... a triumph of painstaking technical prowess and 
stunning visuals,” says Empire.  “This animated biopic in oils 
captures every hue of the artist’s maverick genius,” says The 
Guardian.  “A staggering creative and technical feat ...  
an absolute joy,” says Filmoria. 
 

 
On 16th November, we’ll be screening the 
new National Theatre production of Follies 
(cert. 12A), to be broadcast live from the 
National.   There’s a party on the stage of 
the Weismann Theatre in New York, for 
tomorrow the iconic building will be  
demolished.  Thirty years after their final 
performance, the Follies girls gather to 
have a few drinks, sing a few songs – and lie 
about themselves.   Tracie Bennett, Janie 

Dee and Imelda Staunton play the magnificent Follies in this 
dazzling new production, which features a cast of 37 and a  
21-piece orchestra.   
 

 
The reviews have been outstanding: “Unmissable.  Razzma-
tazz, poignancy and cracking songs,” says The Daily Telegraph.  
“Imelda Staunton is unforgettable in Sondheim’s showbiz  
stunner,” says The Guardian.  “Triumphant.  Produces tears, 
cackles and goosebumps, sometimes all together,” says The 
Sunday Times. 
 
Our film on 30th November will be Baby Driver (cert. 15),  
following the adventures of talented 
young getaway driver Baby, who has a 
ringing in his ears and plays music to  
quieten it – which makes him the best in 
the business.  Driving to his custom 
playlist, he’s laser-focused on the road and 
able to get out of any jam.  He wants to 
escape his life of crime and bring the girl 
of his dreams with him, but his boss forces 
him to take one last job that could cost 
him everything...   This energetic, stylish thriller has received 
almost universal five-star reviews.  “Exhilarating ... hits all the 
right notes,” says The Guardian.  “Sweet, funny and utterly 
original – an awe-inspiring piece of   filmmaking,” says Empire.  
“Edgar Wright’s infectious car-chase thriller will make you  
believe in magic,” says The Telegraph. 
 

Looking ahead to December, on Thursday 7th we’ll be showing 
the new comedy Young Marx, broadcast live from the new 
Bridge Theatre in London and starring Rory Kinnear.  On 14th 
December our film will be What We Did on Our Holiday, a  
hilarious family comedy written and directed by the creators of 
the BBC sitcom Outnumbered.   
 
Visit the web page for more details of all features: 
www.cuddingtonvillage.com/cinema 
 
 
 

 

 
FUTURE  

St Nicholas Concert Dates  
 

Please make a note of the following two 
dates of concerts in St Nicholas’ church 

next year: 
Saturday 20th January, 2018—The Manor 

House Quartet A Viennese Gala evening in 
aid of Utugi Street Children 

And 
Saturday 17th March, 2018—Duo Armande, 

'Dance the Night Away'   
with Shula Oliver, violin and Claire Hawkes, 
clarinet— in aid of Kampala Music School 

 
More details will be given in Village Voice 
nearer the concert dates but both will be 

thoroughly enjoyable evenings of live  

music and entertainment! 
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That soft autumnal time… 
The woodland foliage now 
Is gathered by the wild November blast… 
John Howard Bryant (1807-1902), “The Indian Summer” 

Dates for your Diary 

 
 
November 
Wednesday 1st 8.00pm       Book Club Playing Fields Clubhouse   
Thursday 2nd 8.00pm             ‘When Hell Freezes Over’ Village Pic House 
Wednesday 8th 10.00am      Coffee Morning in Bernard Hall for  
                                                  Garden Route Children’s Trust 
Thursday 9th 8.00pm             ‘Loving Vincent’ Village Pic House 
Sunday 12th 10.00am            Remembrance Day Service 
Monday 13th2.00pm              Sunshine Club, Playing Fields Clubhouse 
Monday,  13th 7.30pm           Gardening Club Playing Fields  
                                                   A talk on Orchids by John Cresswell  
Thursday 16th 7.00pm  Follies, NTLive Village Picture House 
Monday 20th 1.30pm    Matinee Cinema, ‘Gigi’ Bernard Hall 
Saturday 25th  7.30pm  CPFA Wine Quiz in Bernard Hall 
Monday 27th 2.00pm              Sunshine Club, Playing Field sClubhouse  
Monday 27th 7.30pm              Parish Council Meeting, Bernard Hall 
Thursday 30th 8.00pm ‘Baby Driver’ Village Picture House 
 

December 
Sunday 3rd 10.00am             Christingle 
Sunday 3rd 10.00am  Boules  Winter Match  
Wednesday 6th 2.00pm       Gardening Club visit to Waterperry Gardens 
Thursday 7th  7.00pm ‘Young Marx’, NTLive, Village Picture House 
Sunday 10th 10.00am St Nicholas Service, including gift service 
Friday 15th                CDS holidays begin 
Sunday 24th 2.30pm              Nativity, Crib Service, Posada   
                       7.00pm              Carol Service  
Monday 25th 8 am                  Holy Communion;  
                       10 am   All-Age Service 

 

SUNSHINE CLUB MATINEE  
CINEMA  presents ‘Gigi’  
at The Bernard Hall on Monday 
20th November at 1.30 pm 
(doors open 1pm).    
 
Filmed on location in Paris, this charming and 
flawlessly acted musical won several Oscars 
including Best Picture and stars Leslie Caron, 
Maurice Chevalier and Louis Jourdan.  It  
represented a successful 1958 comeback of 
Chevalier with songs such as ‘Thank Heaven 
for Little Girls’, ‘I’m Glad I’m not Young Any 
More’ and his matchless duet with Hermione 
Gingold ‘I Remember it Well’.  
 

Big screen, comfortable upholstered seats.  
Tea and cake at the interval are included in 
the price £5/£4(conc).   
Tickets from Liz  01844 299 150  or on the 
door subject to availability. 
Please note that ‘Gigi’ is replacing the  
originally advertised ‘Mamma Mia’.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
St. Nicholas Church Cuddington is now collecting 

shoeboxes for Operation Christmas Child. 
Leaflets can be found on the table as you enter 
the church with plenty of information, stickers 

and donation envelopes. This wonderful charity 
will be sending millions of boxes to children all 

over the World in desperate situations.  
To be part of this wonderful outreach  

programme please wrap a medium sized  
shoebox and fill it with what you can: toys, hats,  
sunglasses, yoyos, toothbrushes, pens, bracelets, 
teddies, colouring books etc. All items should be 

new and aimed at either a girl or boy. Please 
leave out any toys referencing guns or war.  

More guidance and inspiration can be found at 
the following website  

www.samaritans-purse.org.uk/what-we-do/

operation-christmas-child  

Boxes can be left at the back of church any time 

from now until the 17th November.  
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Services at St Nicholas 
(Churchwardens: Helen Keeping 291635 

and James Stonham 292221) 

November 2017 
 

5th NOV 1000  Communion 
 

12th NOV  1000 Remembrance Service 
 

19th NOV 1000 Holy Communion  
 

26th NOV  1000  Morning Worship 
 

Opportunities for praying together in 
church are each Thursday at 9.00 am, and 

each Sunday at 9.10 am. 
 

There is a service at 5.30 pm every Sunday 
evening at Cuddington Methodist Chapel. 

 
 
 
 

We had a visit from Ofsted in the week before half term and 
expect to receive the official letter from them in 15 days; so 
we will report to you in the next edition of Village Voice 
once we know the outcome. 
 

Thank you so much for your generosity at our Harvest  
Festival. As always, it is so wonderful to see all the children 
together. We sent lots of bags of food to the Vineyard Food 
bank, raised £20 for shelter box and the Church held a very 
successful produce sale on the school playground - raising 
over £100 for the Rohingya refugees from Myanmar.  We 
also presented Jo Goodson with some flowers as this was to 
be her last whole school service before her family move to 
New Zealand. 
 

The children always enjoy the joint playtime together and 
we always marvel at how well 
they all play together. Having 
the privilege of taking over 
from Mr. Tomson in running 
the Junior Lego club, I realise 
that lots of the Lego must have 
been his. If anyone has any 
unwanted Lego we would love to give it a new home – so 
please let us know! 
 

We have been running very successful “Open Sessions” 
and the children love being able to show their parents and 
other visitors what they have been doing. 
 

And I am delighted to say that the Friends4CADS AGM was 
also a great success and we have new committee members 
to help in all the fantastic activities that are undertaken. We 
are really grateful to everyone involved who help raise  
significant funds to help to provide such valuable additional 
resources for the children. 
Kim Price, Headteacher 

AYLESBURY CHORAL SOCIETY 
will be performing their autumn  

concert on  Saturday November 18th 7.30pm at  
Paradise Orchard,  Aylesbury HP18 OWS.   

Works will include Schubert’s Mass in G, Rutter’s Gloria 
and Lux Aeterna by Lauridsen, and the concert will be  

conducted by Jeff Stewart.   
Tickets (£15, under 18’s £6) can be obtained from  

Angela Sanderson on 01844 291626 or go to 
www.aylesburychoral.org.uk.  

 

The subject for the October meeting was 
“Silk for Sundays” by Yvonne Bell, a silk 
painting designer and artist. 

Yvonne started by explaining the process of 
silk painting, passing round examples of her 
work for us to handle and examine closely 

while she talked.  The paint (water based) is applied directly 
onto the silk and is absorbed and spreads over the silk until it 
meets a barrier.  Therefore the design is outlined on the silk 
first, using a non-absorbent material, “gutta”.  The design is 
most commonly in black or gold.  The paints used are water –
based and the intensity of the colour depends on the amount 
of water used.  The paint spreads evenly within the  
boundaries of the area being coloured.  A shading effect can 
be achieved by later adding a minute drop of water.  Much of 
Yvonne’s work is ecclesiastical designing altar frontals, bish-
op’s copes and mitres and other clergy apparel down to their 
scarves.  Yvonne described and showed photos of many  
designs she had undertaken, all of which were very  
impressive. As well as commissioned work Yvonne makes 
many small craft items .  She also is part of a craft group  who 
arrange craft fairs at which to sell their goods.  Yvonne had 
brought a selection of goods for sale, which brought her talk 
to an end. Yvonne was thanked for her talk on a fascinating  
subject and for a glimpse of her very imaginative designs. 
 

The afternoon finished with a short period of business.      

http://www.aylesburychoral.org.uk

