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         December 2016 & January 2017 

Village Voice 
Cuddington 

 Sunday 4th December - 3pm Christingle Service (all 
welcome) 

 

 Sunday 11th December - 10am All Age Nativity Service 
 

 Wednesday 21st December - 6pm Carols around the Village 
(meet on the Upper Green) 

 

 Christmas Eve - 2.30pm Crib Service 
 

 Christmas Eve - 7pm Carol Service 
 

 Christmas Day - 8am Holy Communion 
 

 Christmas Day - 10am  Christmas All Age Service 

Christmas in St Nicholas Church 

29 shoeboxes were delivered to the Thame Operation Christmas 
Child warehouse depot in late November by 5 excited children! We 
all received a royal tour of the warehouse where thousands of boxes 
were being checked, sealed and packaged for delivery in the coming 
weeks.  
In total 8,000 shoeboxes are to be trucked (along with our boxes) to 
a sensitive area of the Middle East. The next day they started work 
on 10,000 boxes to go the Ukraine. We were told that boxes go to 
needy families, orphans and refugees. I was surprised to learn that 
boxes are often shared by a number of children or even a whole fam-
ily! In fact there were several moving stories shared during our visit.  
 

Our thanks go to all those in the village and at the school who donat-
ed to this very worthy cause!  
“The people there were really nice. I saw how many shoeboxes there 

were – it was amazing – and in so short a time! I hope they go to people who don’t have anything and so they have a really nice 

Christmas.” Freddie Goodson (age 7) 

Rosie Powell (age 4), Arabella Goodson (age 4), William 
Powell (age 8), Daisy Powell (age 10) , Freddie Goodson 

(age 7) 

Operation Christmas Child - 2016 
 

Sunshine Club Bring & Buy 
All are welcome at our festive Bring & 

Buy at Tyringham Hall on Thursday 8th 
December at 2.00pm – great bargains, Christmas 

gifts, super raffle and free cups of tea!   
 

Please come - proceeds will go towards the Sunshine Club  
Christmas party.  

Christingle Service 
Please bring the  

children to this magical 
service at 3pm on  

Sunday 6th December, 
St Nicholas Church 
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 Thought for the Month 

Christmas Bingo! 
 at The Playing Fields  

Social Club 

Saturday 17th December 

7.30pm for 8pm start,  

everyone welcome! 

‘Veni, vidi, vici’.  
 

Latin scholars among you will recognise this as a phrase, supposedly declared by Julius Caesar, 
meaning ‘I came’, I saw, I conquered’.  As I write we are a week away from the beginning of the Ad-
vent season, the word advent having the sense of meaning of coming or arriving as in Caesar’s 
words. 
 

Advent is the start of a season of preparing for ‘a coming’. The ‘coming’ being that of Jesus Christ 
whose birth we look forward to celebrating at Christmas. In our preparations there are a number of 
activities that everyone is invited to take part in to prepare ourselves for Christmas. 
 

On the 4th December there is a Christingle Service at 3pm, celebrating the light of Christ entering into the world, which 
will be followed by our Nativity Service at 10am on the 11th December. We then have on Christmas Eve a Crib Service at 
2:30pm followed by our traditional Carol Service at 7pm and on Christmas Day, a short Communion Service at 8am and 
our Christmas Celebration Service at 10am, all of which everyone is invited to come and join in. 
 

Running along-side our services, we also have a number of sessions before and after Christmas, being run by Markus 
Bockmuehl entitled “Rethinking Christmas”. These again are open to anyone who would like to know more about Christ-
mas. 
 

The wonderful thing about Christmas is that God the Son, came and lived among us, he saw what it meant to live as a 
child, as part of a family, as part of a community, and he knew the pain of suffering and loss. But not only did Jesus come 
and live among us, he also died for us and his dying was not defeat but conquering because he rose again. He died that 
we might have new and eternal life in him and through him and in order that our sins may be forgiven. At Christmas we 
celebrate his birth but we also await with eager anticipation his coming again. 
 

Jesus came, he saw, he conquered death. Alleluia! 
 

May the Peace of God be with you this Advent time , Christmas and in the New Year. 
Revd. Jonathan Hawkins 

  

DO YOU LIKE A GOOD STORY? 
COME AND JOIN US AT CUDDINGTON METHODIST 

CHURCH 
 SEE WHAT STORIES ARE HIDDEN IN THE CAROLS 

THAT WE SING EVERY CHRISTMAS. 
WE WILL MEET ON SUNDAY 18TH DECEMBER 2016.  

 TEA AND CHRISTMAS FOOD AT 4.30pm.   
FOLLOWED BY CAROLS / STORIES AT 5.30 - 6.30pm. 

Rethinking Christmas 
 

Markus and Celia Bockmuehl invite Cuddington friends and others to join them at their home for two evenings of 
study and celebration about Advent and Christmas.   
 

We will meet for an hour on two Monday nights, 8-9 pm, December 12 and January 2. Markus will speak for 15-20 
minutes and introduce a discussion. Refreshments will be served. For the last 20 minutes we will switch gear and 
hear about a practical Christmas custom – seasonal prayers and decorations, continental baking recipes, a different 
sort of Advent calendar, etc. 
 

If you would like to come, please register at www.is.gd/Advent16.  Space will be limited to 15 participants. 
 

       December 12 Ten Things You Never Knew About the Christmas Story – and Were Afraid to Ask! 
 

       January 2 The Infant Jesus and His Family – Religious Jews and Syrian Refugees in Africa? The stories be-
hind the festivals of Epiphany and Candlemas 
 

Note: Markus will also be preaching at the Carol service on Christmas Eve at 7 pm in Cuddington church. 
 

http://www.is.gd/Advent16
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What happens to our rubbish? 
 

Never let it be said that the Parish Councillors talk rubbish!  Nonetheless, Lorraine 
Stevens and Ken Birkby went on a recent visit to see our rubbish and talk about it! 
 

All of the green bin household waste generated in Buckinghamshire is now processed 
at the new Greatmoor Energy from Waste facility, at Woodham, near Calvert.  Great-
moor is operated by FCC Environment, in partnership with Buckinghamshire County 
Council. 
 

The Greatmoor plant has the capacity to treat up to 300,000 tonnes of waste a year (approximately 900 tonnes a day). All of 
this waste would otherwise have gone to landfill.   Burning it at very high temperature generates a minimum of 22 megawatts 
of electricity to the national grid – meeting the energy needs of around 36,000 homes.  
 

This alternative treatment of waste will result in a saving to Buckinghamshire County Council of approximately £150 million 
over the life of the contract.  
 

From the visitor centre, the councillors had a guided tour around the facility, which operates 24hours every day.  The visit in-
cluded the control room, where they saw the cranes loading the waste from a huge pit into the furnace. A viewing hatch pro-
vided an exciting view into the heart of the fire.  From there the visit continued to the steam generation plant and turbine hall 
and then outside to see the huge condenser fans. 
 

The whole plant was very impressive but of particular note was how clean everything was, with no smell and how impurities 
are removed from the flue gases.   
 

For more information about Greatmoor ,visit www.Greatmoor.co.uk  
 

Fly-tipping 
 

We have been blighted by fly-tippers dumping a load of builders’ rubbish on the bridleway, off Bridgeway.  This has been re-
ported to BCC but, as yet, it has not been removed.  As in August, there is no identification of the source of this rubbish.  Would 
everyone keep an eye open for any suspicious vehicles around field entrances and the bridleways.   
 

Fly-tipping is a criminal offence with stiff penalties.  Also, if anyone offers to take rubbish away for you, always check to see if 
they have a licence as a registered waste carrier.  If they do not, and the rubbish is subsequently 
‘fly-tipped,’ then the originator of the rubbish is also liable to prosecution!   
 

In two recent cases in the local Magistrates’ Court, householders were fined heavily and had to 
pay the costs of clearing the rubbish, as well as the costs of the BCC and the Court.  They were 
both several thousands of pounds worse off!  Ignorance of the law is no defence! 
 

Footpaths 
 

Whilst repairing a stile on the east of the village, the two volunteers were joined by a herd of 
cows, eager to see what was happening.  The work on that side of the fence was complete, 
which is fortunate because the cows were joined by the very large bull, who then insisted on 
leaning over the fence to warn off the repairers!  It was decided to admire the completed work 
only from the opposite side! 
 

Anyone who wants to get involved with future clearance and repair projects, please get in touch 
with Charles Sanderson 291626.  (No bulls anticipated in future works!) 

Village Jottings - Parish Council 

A very moving Service of Remembrance at St. Nicholas Church  was attended by more people than ever this 
year with wreaths  laid at our Village War Memorial by Ken Birkby for the village,   Lt.Cdr. Andrew Muir on be-
half of the armed forces of today, and Daisy Potts  for the village children, and   who also read out the name of 
Brian Hope who died in Northern Ireland in 1972, and poppy crosses planted by the children at the service. 
 

Sadly after this very moving event,   I have to report that  this year’s Poppy collection in Cuddington  has been struck a  terri-
bly  sad blow:    the collecting box which has stood on the bar of the Crown Inn  in years gone by,  and which has always  add-
ed a goodly sum to the village’s collection  “has gone walk-about”  in other words  IT HAS BEEN STOLEN and it seems the 
theft took place on  Friday, 11th November – Remembrance Day itself.   Naturally Tom and the staff are devastated, as are 
the rest of us involved in this worthy cause and nobody can quite comprehend how this could happen or who would stoop so 
low as to steal a charity box  particularly such a distinctive one  and for such a worthwhile charity. 
 

If anyone finds a red poppy box – it might still have the identification label on it – please could you return it to me and should 
the person who has taken this box be reading this notice,  and feels  some qualms of guilt or sadness over what they have 
done,  please quietly return the box to the Crown.  If anyone thinks they have any helpful information please contact me.     
Thank you! 
 

I will give full details of this year’s Poppy Appeal early in the new year.  

 Jennifer Schram de Jong 
  Tel: 01844 291501  email : jschramdejong@yahoo.co.uk 

Royal British Legion - 2016 Poppy Appeal 

http://www.Greatmoor.co.uk
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Vale of Aylesbury Local Plan (VALP) 
Following recent reductions in the population growth forecasts, we are revising the proposals put for-
ward in the draft local plan.  As a result, the timetable for bringing the final Vale of Aylesbury Local 
Plan to council meetings, will shift by around eight weeks, to March next year. 

Visit AVDC’s website to read more about what's happening next as we move to developing the final plan for submission to the 
government’s planning inspector next June. 

As a result of the reduction in population growth forecasts for Aylesbury Vale, Wycombe and South Bucks and reduced unmet 
housing needs, the housing target for VALP is expected to be around 26,800 new homes to 2033. From this figure, around 
14,000 has been granted planning permission and completed since 2013 will come off giving a net figure to find of around 
13,000 homes. 

Aylesbury and Buckingham Transport Strategies Consultation 

Meantime, in order to support the planned growth for Aylesbury and Buckingham, two transport strategies are being devel-
oped. The final drafts of the transport strategies are near completion so we are asking the public to have their 
say. Consultation closes 3 January 2017. 

The final Vale of Aylesbury Plan (VALP) will include the overall strategy for the district, site allocations and development man-
agement policies. 

Overall estimated timetable 

Scoping consultation, April-May 2014 

Issues and options consultation, October-December 2015 

Draft plan consultation, July- September  2016 

Proposed submission consultation – April-May  2017 

Submission of the plan – June 2017 

Examination – Summer  2017 

Inspector’s Report – Autumn 2017 

Adoption – end 2017 

Please note that once the plan is submitted, the detailed timings are set by the Planning Inspectorate. 

The council’s Local Development Scheme has been updated to reflect the above and other more detailed and procedural con-
tent. The new LDS is available on AVDC’s website. The council remains committed to also producing a Community Infrastruc-
ture Levy (CIL). 

Our guest for the November meeting 
was Sue Jones, our local Community 
Support Officer.  Sue discussed with 
us a number of areas that were of 
concern to members. 
 

These included bank scams, postal and telephone 
scams, debit, credit and contactless card scams.  The 
discussion highlighted the dangers and consequences 
of succombing to any of these, and the need to al-
ways be vigilant and not be tempted by wonderful 
offers. 
 

We also discussed theft from our homes and our 
personal security;  again there is the need to always 
be alert. 
 

Plenty of good advice was given and we all felt re-
assured living in an area of comparatively little crime. 
 

The discussions continued over a cup of tea and 
Sue left leaflets on the matters we had discussed. 
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The December Family Service in St Nick’s of 

Cuddington will be taken over by the children of 

the church as they lead us through the story of 

the first Christmas. Don’t miss  this fun and 

festive all age event! 

Sunday Dec 11th at 10am 

Church Nativity Service 

A collection of gifts for women and children will be taken 
during the service to be delivered to the Aylesbury Women’s 

Refuge. 

At this year’s Church Nativity Service on Sunday 11th December, 
we will be providing gifts for the women and children currently 
staying in the Aylesbury Women’s Refuge which provides a safe 
place for up to 14 women and 17 children.  At present, the old-
est child is a 12-year old girl; and the youngest are two babies. 
 

When bringing gifts, please try and think of something suitable 
for the women.  There are sometimes women there whose 
Christmases have not been as joyful as ours, and a little treat can 
make them feel thought about and cared for. It could be choco-
late, bubble bath, hand lotion.  Wrapping paper and sellotape 
are also welcome, but please leave your gifts unwrapped when 
you bring them to the service.    

An audience of nearly 100 filled St Nicholas’ church on Saturday evening 
for an enthralling concert in memory of Myles Saker. 
 

Sam Baker was returning from having given us a wonderful recital a year 
ago and was joined by soprano Danae Eleni and ‘cellist Sandy Mackenzie. 
Danae sung a wonderful selection of songs ranging from Purcell and Schu-
bert and ending with Cole Porter and Lerner and Loewe – all superbly per-
formed with a rich and expressive tone that filled the church. During the 
first half Sandy provided some delightful ‘cello continuo which added a 
wonderful warmth and depth to Sam’s accompaniment; she also played 
some lovely solo pieces, Bach’s Ave Maria arranged by Gounod being es-
pecially moving.  

Throughout the evening Sam supported Danae and Sandy on 
harpsichord and piano as well as playing Debussy and Mozart 
solo pieces. 
Either side of the interval Nigel Phillips recited poems which he had written specially for 
Myles during his final few weeks of illness; the intention had been to cheer Myles up which I 
am sure they did! 
The audience also enjoyed delicious canapes and refreshments during the interval, all put on 
and provided by the St Nicholas catering team.  
In addition to being in memory of Myles the evening was raising funds for the Motor Neu-
rone Disease Association. As a result of both ticket receipts and donations given a cheque for 
£1,316.85 has been sent to the charity – so a big thank you to everyone who made that pos-
sible  
The next concert in St Nicholas’ church will be on Saturday 18th March next year, so please 
put that date in you diary. It will be another return visit, this time of Duo Armande which 
comprises of Shulah Oliver playing the violin and viola with Claire Hawkes on clarinet. It 
promises to be another fantastic evening so do please make a note of it! 

A Fitting Tribute... 

The Sunshine Club Matinee Cinema has announced its 
programme for 2017, kicking off on Monday 30th January 
with “The Best Exotic Marigold Hotel” - Tom Wilkinson, 
Judi Dench and Maggie Smith.   
This colourful comedy follows a group of British retirees 
who decide to "outsource" their retirement to less expen-
sive and seemingly exotic India. Enticed by advertise-
ments for the newly restored Marigold Hotel and bol-
stered with visions of a life of leisure, they arrive to find 
the palace a shell of its former self. Though the new envi-
ronment is less luxurious than imagined, they are forever 
transformed by their shared experiences, discovering that 
life and love can begin again when you let go of the past.  
The programme continues on Monday 27th March with 
“The Second Best Marigold Hotel” - Judi Dench, Maggie 
Smith and Bill Nighy.  
 

We invite you to come and enjoy the ‘Sunshine experi-
ence’ (which is especially good on a cold wintry day!) in a 
friendly atmosphere with comfortable upholstered 
chairs.   The tea and homemade cake served at the inter-
val are included in the ticket price £5/£4conc. 
Screenings are at The Bernard Hall at 1.30pm with doors 
opening at 1pm.  
 

Tickets are often available on the door but, to avoid 
disappointment, please book with Liz on 01844 299 150.  
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Jennifer,  the new club chairman, welcomed 35 members and then introduced the 
evening’s guest,  Howard Drury, a well-known horticulturalist, gardener and nursery-
man of radio and television fame, who lectures all over the world and whose talk  that 
evening would be entitled “50 years of very very good gardening tips”. 
Members were kept amused and extremely well-informed by Howard who imparted 
myriad gems of advice,  folk-lore and useful tips from  composting to over-wintering 

tender plants.   Pruning conifers  - never cut conifers between  May and September,  not least because 
of  nesting wild life, but also you could kill the trees!.   Overwatering was a major fault of many garden-
ers and he recommended only standing pot plants in water for three minutes and then allowing them to 
drain.   Leaving pots  standing in water, particularly in winter, frequently results in the swift death of  a  
plant. 
Remove as many diseased leaves from, say, a rose bed,  but a generous mulch of  compost over the  bed 
will usually help to  prevent the spores from diseased  leaves spreading and  attacking  plants again the 
next season. 
 He delights in passing on his knowledge with humour and very frequent references to his long- suffering wife whom he had 
persuaded to trial a battery-run lawnmower;  she made such a success of this he was seriously considering giving her the full-
time job of mowing the grass!  
Howard gardens in Birmingham and although his garden is in a very urban setting he has created a veritable haven for insects, 
birds and animals;  he has no love for squirrels and has devised various devious deterrents against ravenous squirrels strongly 
resembling empty plastic water bottles!  He wants everyone’s garden to be a wildlife haven, with children being introduced to 
the delights of gardening and wildlife at a very young age.  Homes for hedgehogs,  log piles for insects,  sweetly perfumed 
shrubs and flowers such as buddleias and sedums  to attract bees and butterflies – the dwarf variety of the buddleia  Jazzie is 
becoming extremely popular. 
Howard's talk ranged from the use of colourful plants especially without flowers to new ranges of equipment and the use of 
grafted plants, which he now prefers to use, such as tomatoes cucumbers and aubergines, all of which can  be bought in most 
garden centres.   He has no problem growing tomatoes and cucumbers in the same greenhouse.  He  warned  of very  serious 
diseases now attacking our trees. Tips and advice kept on coming but 50 years is a long time to cover and alas the evening 
eventually came to a close before he had finished.    
Jean thanked Howard for a most interesting, amusing and informative evening and the excellent quality of his photographs.  
She said she hoped he would return to finish off his list!! 
 

N.B.   There were too many tips to cover here;  but have no fear,  I will bring an aide-memoire of my jottings to the December 
meeting,  when  we will be having mince pies and mulled wine and  table decorations by Jackie and Jill from Penns Nursery in 
Longwick          Jean Watson 

Guest Speaker 
Howard Drury - 
Horticulturalist 

Recently I was given a very moth-eaten, but distinctive jacket which 
belonged to a member of the village Robin Hood Band.  It prompted 
me to write something of the band’s history. 
 

The band, with its striking red and green colours, was once a popular 
institution in the village.  It was established at the beginning of the 
twentieth century and was not disbanded until the outbreak of the 
Second World War.  The instruments and uniform were provided by 
Colonel Bernard who lived in Winchendon House.  These uniforms 
were originally Bavarian in cut and appearance.  However, the anti-
German sentiment engendered by the First World War resulted in a 
change of style, but not colours.  The new uniforms were made by Albert Woodford, nicknamed “Needle”, who was a skilled 
tailor as well as landlord of ‘The Crown’. 
 

There were usually between 15 and 20 bandsmen hailing from the villages of Cuddington and Winchendon, many of whom 
worked for Colonel Bernard.  The band presented a colourful appearance as well as a usually melodious sound when it played 
at festivals at Easter and Christmas.  It was a tradition that the bandsmen walked round the village on the first Sunday in Au-
gust before attending church and then ran through their repertoire on the Upper Green in the evening.  Another pleasant cus-
tom which developed was the preparation and serving of meals – including Aylesbury ducks – by the bandsmen’s wives at vil-
lage feasts. 
 

In its 40 years the band had various masters including 3 headteachers from the village school.  For example, John Frost was 
master from 1907 unti 1911, when he died prematurely.  He is buried in St Nicholas churchyard.  Later, in the 1930s, George 
Watson, a village thatcher, took over this duty.  He lived at Vulcan Hall which was originally a large house with a large room 
upstairs. ( In 1971 it was converted into two houses, one   of which is now Vulcan House.)  The band held its weekly practices 
in this hall.  George’s daughter, the late Grace Watson, who was a child at this time, has recounted her vivid memories of 
these practices which she heard at first hand from her bedroom off the hall.  The music was usually tuneful, but on occasions it 
could be ear-rending when a new piece was attempted!  She also recalled some of the characters in the band including the 
imposing “Sonny” Rose who played the euphonium and the two Orchard brothers.  Villagers passing along Spurt Street and 
Holly Tree Lane on rehearsal evenings were, according to Grace, appreciative of the sonorous sounds. 
 

At least one uniform survives.  We have a few accounts from villagers living at the time and some photographs, but sadly the 
Robin Hood Band and its music are no more. 

 
Peter Wenham 

Cuddington’s Robin Hood Band 
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Your local cinema has a broad range of films and live theatre for the Christmas and New Year season. 
 

On Thursday 8th December our film is Eye in the Sky (cert. 15), a pulse-pounding thriller about the complexities of modern 
war starring Helen Mirren and featuring Alan Rickman in his last screen role.  Colonel Katherine Powell (Mirren) is in charge of 
a secret drone mission operating over Nairobi.  Her ‘Eye In The Sky’ is pilot Steve Watts, flying the drone from Nevada.  Their 
mission is to spy on, and hopefully capture, key members of the Al-Shabaab terrorist group.  But Jama, their man on the 
ground, discovers that the militants are planning a suicide bombing.  And just as Watts prepares to attack, a nine-year-old girl 
enters the blast radius...  “A provocatively tense thriller that negotiates the moral minefields of its thorny subject matter in 
crowd-pleasing fashion,” says The Guardian.  “An imperious and fiery performance from a khaki-clad Helen Mirren,” says The 
Independent. 
 

A week later on Thursday 15th we shall be showing the National Theatre Live presentation of No Man’s Land (cert. 15), a glo-
rious revival of Harold Pinter’s comic classic broadcast live from Wyndham’s Theatre in the West End.  One summer’s evening, 
two ageing writers, played by Ian McKellen and Patrick Stewart, meet in a Hampstead pub and continue their drinking into the 
night at Hirst’s stately house nearby.  As the pair become increasingly inebriated, and their stories increasingly unbelievable, 
the lively conversation soon turns into a revealing power game, further complicated by the return home of two sinister young-
er men.  “Ian McKellen and Patrick Stewart are unmissable ... I suspect we will be toasting this production ages hence,” says 
The Daily Telegraph.  “Two of the greatest actors ever born in one of the greatest plays ever written,” says Time Out. 

 

Two great family movies are next in our schedule.  On Friday 16th at 2.00 pm Kids’ Club presents Pete’s 
Dragon (cert. PG) about an orphaned boy deep in the woods with a green, furry and surprisingly friend-
ly companion!  Then on Thursday 29th at 5.30 pm we’ll be screening the new version of The Jungle Book 
(cert.PG).  Innocent man-cub Mowgli, a human raised by wolves, sets out on an epic journey of self-
discovery.  He is guided by the kind bear Baloo and the wise panther Bagheera.  But the jungle is a dan-
gerous place, and he’ll meet many animals that mean him harm…  “Hyper-real digital animation meets 
old-fashioned storytelling in this faithful remake ... a spectacular revival of Disney’s family favourite,” says 
The Guardian.  “This beautiful CGI update of Disney’s animated classic keeps the songs and the fun, and 
adds real emotional weight,” says The Daily Telegraph. 
 

We start the New Year on Thursday 12th January with a recently restored classic.  Michael Caine takes on his first major 
screen role in Zulu (cert. PG), the epic story of the battle of Rorke’s Drift in 1879, where 1,200 British troops find themselves 
completely outnumbered by irate Zulu warriors in Natal, South Africa.  Zulu is an exceptionally well-made and beautifully shot 
film, made on location in the spectacular Drakensberg Mountains in the Royal Natal National Park, and benefits from a superb 
new restoration and transfer to high-definition blu-ray to mark its 50th anniversary.  “One of the great achievements in mod-
ern cinema,” says The Guardian.  “A remarkable tale of courage and tenacity,” says The Independent.  “Is this the greatest 
ever British war film?” says The Daily Telegraph. 
  

On Thursday 19th our film will be Absolutely Fabulous: The Movie (cert. 15) starring Jennifer Saun-
ders and Joanna Lumley as Eddy and Patsy in their biggest adventure to date.  “In an attempt to 
become Kate Moss’ new PR, Eddy accidentally kills her, so they go on the run.  Now that they’re 
social pariahs, they can’t shop and drink their way around London as they’re used to.  But just 
when life no longer seems worth living, they have a chance to escape to the south of France – 
where there’s nothing stopping them from living the high life forever!   “A broad, silly, likably daft 
Britcom,” says The Guardian.  “It’s scatty, scrappy and thoroughly OTT, but then that’s like the 
characters themselves,” says Empire. 
 

Looking ahead to February, on Thursday 2nd we’ll be showing the National Theatre Live produc-
tion of Amadeus (cert. 12A) broadcast live from the National and with live orchestral accompani-
ment by Southbank Sinfonia.  Then on Thursday 9th our film is Bridget Jones's Baby (cert. 15) star-
ring Renée Zellweger, Colin Firth, Patrick Dempsey and Emma Thompson.  Bridget is 40-something, 
has broken up with Mark Darcy, and is pregnant.  The problem is, no one knows who the father of 
“Bridget Jones’s Baby” is – not even Bridget herself… 
 
Visit the web page for more details of all features: www.cuddingtonvillage.com/cinema 
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Christine St. John delivered a masterful performance of Bette Davis on the Edge on 12th November 
at the Bernard Hall.   
Ms. St. John wrote the piece after much research about Hollywood and Broadway in their glamour-
ous heyday.  What a rare treat to witness the passion and focus and talent of an actress of such cali-
bre.  There were moments when the sold-out audience held their breath waiting for release from 
the consummate performer, as she shared her life's challenges and tales of her famous co- 
stars.  We were all transported to that time and place.  And when she finished, the audience rose to 
its feet, with huge, thrilled smiles and loud and long applause.   
Ms. St. John gave her performance free, the proceeds to be shared between the two CYD chosen 
charities.  We give thanks for a grand performance, a once upon a time delivery.    
Elaine English 
 

What an evening!  A huge thank you to all those who supported us in so many ways.  Proceeds from the performance and the 
draw realised the staggering sum of £2,430 to be shared equally between  ‘The Shikuku Shining Stars of Tomorrow’ and ‘The 
Finley Newell Mobility & Equipment Fund’.  
If anyone is interested to know more about Spinal Muscular Atrophy, please visit  www.smasupportuk.org.uk     
Liz Davies 

THE BANNER 
GROUP 
Many of you will have 
seen the Easter ban-
ner which our group 
completed earlier this 
year, and since then 
we have been having 
a (well-earned!) 
break.  However, we 
now think it is time 
we got together once 
more to decide what 

to do next, so we are meeting at Wellfield House, Spurt 
Street on Wednesday 7th December at 7.00pm for 
drinks and nibbles to discuss a possible next project. 
 
Numbers in our group have diminished somewhat over 
the years, so if anyone would like to join us for the 
meeting on December 7th to see what we might be do-
ing, they will be most welcome.  A basic knowledge of 
sewing and/or an artistic eye will be helpful, but on the 
whole general enthusiasm and new ideas will be much 
appreciated.  Those who wish to join us on that Wednes-
day evening are asked to contact Angela Sanderson on 
01844-291626 or e-mail  asanderson@waitrose.com 

We really sympathise with this problem and are considering a number of options to improve things for the hard of hearing.   
We have very recently upgraded the Hall acoustics and the sound system, for example, and this has made dialogue much clear-
er.  Using subtitles is difficult for a number of reasons and the National Theatre specifically does not allow the use of subtitles 
for any of the live broadcasts, but we could look into scheduling an ‘Encore’ performance with subtitles if there were sufficient 
demand.  Another option under consideration is adding an inductive loop system which would improve the sound for people 
with hearing aids.  This is obviously an expensive thing to do and it would help us  to get some feedback on this idea.  What 
experience do people have of using inductive loop systems in public places?  Would it be worth our investment? 

Markus Bolton 
 

Bette Davis - On The Edge 

'Why the Empty Seats?' 
 

In reply to an enthusiastic theatre-goer's comments stated in 
November issue (Cuddington Village Voice) regarding the above 
subject. 
 

I understand and totally agree re theatre tickets being expensive, 
and so on, and how very fortunate we all are to have The Village 
Picture House in this village. Why the seats are almost empty 
despite good performances given I am trying to think why ... 
Maybe too comfortable to leave armchairs at home or lack of 
interest or too lazy to walk or babysitting problems?? Wish we 
were brave enough to come along, but what stops us is that we 
unfortunately are deaf which means we won't be able to follow 
(dialogues too fast) as we rely on stage-texts only. Because of 
stage-texts, we were able to enjoy watching 'Mousetrap', 'War 
Horse' and several others being shown at the theatres in the 
past. Also we sometimes go to Aylesbury's Odeon that provides 
newer films with captions. Next film coming will be 'A Street Cat 
Named Bob'.  
 

We still enjoy watching TV programmes including sports, drama 
and documentaries with CAPTIONS at home whereas the films 
shown at The Village Picture House are NOT captioned unfortu-
nately, because I was told it'd be too expensive to arrange the 
captions for each film put on unless I ask the deaf to join in, but 
alas they live far away. 
 

Good luck for The Village Picture House's immediate future. 

'Why the Empty Seats?' - response from Village Picture House 

mailto:asanderson@waitrose.com
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Dates for your Diary 

December   
 

Sunday 4th 3pm   Christingle Service in 
     St Nicholas Church 
Thursday 8th  2pm   Sunshine Club Bring & Buy, Tyringham Hall 
Thursday 8th 8pm   ‘Eye in the Sky’ Village Picture House 
Sunday 11th 10am   Nativity Service in St Nicholas Church 
Monday 12th 12.30pm  Sunshine Club Christmas Party, Bernard Hall 
Monday 12th 7.30pm  Parish Council Meeting - Bernard Hall 
Thursday 15th 7pm  ‘No Man’s Land’  - NT Live 
Friday 16th 2pm   Kids Movie Club - Pete’s Dragon 
Sunday 18th 4.30pm  Stories in Carols - Methodist Church 
Wednesday 21st 6pm  Carols around the Village 
Saturday 24th 2.30pm  Crib Service, St Nicholas Church 
Saturday 24th 7pm  Carol Service, St Nicholas Church 
Sunday 25th 8am   Holy Communion, St Nicholas Church 
Sunday 25th 10am   Family Service, St Nicholas Church 
 

January 
Monday 9th 2pm   Sunshine Club, Playing Fields Club 
Monday 23rd 2pm   Sunshine Club, Playing Fields Club 
Monday 30th 1pm   Sunshine Club Matinee, The Best Exotic 
     Marigold Hotel’, Bernard Hall 
Monday 30th 7.30pm  Parish Council Meeting - Bernard Hall 

Ring out the old, ring in the new, 
Ring, happy bells, across the snow; 
The year is going, let him go; 
Ring out the false, ring in the true   
 ‘In Memoriam’ Albert, Lord Tennyson 

It was a mild but stormy winter, and 2016 started with the remains of flooding in Scotland followed by sporadic down-
pours across the UK. However the Thame didn’t flood very much and we were generally quite well treated by the 
weather. Lindsey and I were treated to more birds in our garden than previously, including green-, gold- and chaf-
finches, a black cap, blue-, coal and great-tits as well as the normal garden birds. The introduction of sunflower kernels 
to our range of feeders seemed to work well. 
 

February brought storms in the west and north that caused flooding and structural damage, but it remained damp but unex-
citing here. We had heavy rain at the beginning and end of March, which was generally quite a cloudy month. Scientists track-
ing ice in Greenland found that the ice was melting at an increasing rate, with rivers of liquid water in places that were deep 
under the ice a few years ago. 
 

April’s weather was mostly cold, with persistent northerly winds that brought snow in the north up to the end of the month. 
We had some severe thunderstorms and a lot of chilly weather apart from a few days in the third week. This continued into 
May, when the Royal Windsor Horse Show was cancelled due for the first time in its history because of flooding that affected 
much of the south-east. The cold winds and heavy rain showers continued into June, although the West of the country had a 
better time of it.  
 

The cold weather and intermittent heavy rain during the breeding season was very hard on wildlife, particularly butterflies, 
whose numbers were down over the entire season, particularly in the east of the country. I went out frequently looking for 
them but finding few: the orange tips that have been frequent locally in previous years were hard to find and there were few 
green hairstreaks and no brown argus in the Chiltern nature reserves (see my article in the November Chiltern magazine). It 
was, however, a good year for growing grass and weeds, and also for orchids in the Chilterns, although our local bee orchids 
were not to be found among the rampant grasses below Cuddington. It is likely that we will see the again, if the soil remains 
undisturbed, but there is no telling when. 
 

The weather improved in July, and we had a remarkably nice late summer, right through to the start of Autumn, and although 
butterfly numbers never recovered, dragonflies and birds did very well. We lost most of our dragonflies following the 2013 
River Thame pollution incident, but this year I encountered lots of banded demoiselles, emperors, hawkers an a lovely, golden 
broad-bodied chaser. There were fewer damselflies, which were more likely to be affected by the cold spring. 
 

Our Cuddington Vertebrate Watch in June found that overall bird numbers were up on previous years, although thrushes were 
almost absent. However, many farm birds have done very well owing to the plentiful seed resulting from the warm late sum-
mer and mild autumn. This has also given us some lovely tree colour that has lingered right to the end of November.  
Nationally and globally, the environmental news is mostly dire, with National Nature Reserves and SSSI’s suffering from drastic 
cuts in funding (conservation budgets have been cut by up to 80% as an easy target for austerity), the disbanding of the De-
partment for Energy and Climate Change and the negative changes to support for renewable energy sources. Sadly, the results 
of recent elections are only like to increase the global environmental gloom: it has been a rough year for our planet and the 
year ends on a worrying note – I apologise for this down-beat conclusion, but it is very worrying. 

Greener Cuddington - Review of the Year 

Playground News! 
The long awaited refurbishment of the 
playground is all systems go! Work on 
phase 1 will start the week beginning 
6th December and will continue for one 
week. The playground will be closed 
and I apologise for any inconvenience 
this may cause. 
 

The 2nd phase will be in January fol-
lowed by the final phase in Spring 
2017. 
 

I will update you nearer the time on 
dates etc.  Lorraine Stevens 

CHURCH SERMONS 
If you wish to listen again, or catch up 
with any sermons that you missed, you 
will be delighted to know that all the 
sermons from our Covenant series are 
now uploaded on the benefice web site 
and can all be listened to at http://
www.wychertvale.org/covenant-
autumn-2016/ 
Many thanks to Jonathan Hawkins and 
the AV team at St Mary's, Haddenham 
for their technical expertise and, of 

http://www.wychertvale.org/covenant-autumn-2016/
http://www.wychertvale.org/covenant-autumn-2016/
http://www.wychertvale.org/covenant-autumn-2016/
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Services at St. Nicholas 
 

(Churchwardens: Graham Carr 290000 and James Stonham 
292221)  

 

December 
 

4th   10.00 am  HOLY COMMUNION  
        3.00 pm  CHRISTINGLE– all welcome 
 
11th 10.00 am  ALL-AGE NATIVITY AND 
   GIFT SERVICE  
 
18th 10.00am HOLY COMMUNION 
 
24th 2.30 pm  CRIB SERVICE 
        7.00 pm  CAROLS BY CANDLELIGHT  
 
25th 8.00 am HOLY COMMUNION  
        10.00 am CHRISTMAS ALL-AGE SERVICE 
 

For services in January please see Church  
noticeboard.  

 
There is a service at 5.30 pm every Sunday 
evening at Cuddington Methodist Chapel.  

 
 

 

We are preparing ourselves for the usual busy lead up to Christmas with a full programme 
of activities – and the Christmas Fayre will be taking place as you receive your Village 
Voice! The Infant Nativity will be at 10am Tuesday 6th and 2pm Wednesday 7th - all Wel-
come. 
 
Both the Infant and Junior children had services of Remembrance at the war memorials in 

Cuddington and Dinton. On the Infant site they were joined by Squadron Leader Place and Rev. Phil Groves. 
Sophia Grey, Daisy Potts and Jack and Joseph Davage were involved in Remembrance service on behalf of the school at the 
weekend – a big thank-you to the children. 
 

We are very pleased to welcome Rev. Phil Groves as Ex Officio Governor on the school’s Governing Body. Since joining the 
Benefice as Associate Rector earlier this year he has taken on responsibility for working with the school across both sites. This 
has already given us many benefits and his impact and presence has been very positive and welcome. 
Earlier in the month the children on the infant site had a very informative day celebrating and finding out all about the Hindu 
Festival of Diwali. They had a wonderful time dancing, dressing up in costumes and making sweets – and the parents of two of 
the children in the whole school had provided special Diwali 
sweets! 
 

If you go to the Christmas House trail at Waddesdon this year 
look out as you go down the stairs from the Bachelors’ Wing for 
the Christmas Tree which the children have decorated (it’s third 
from the bottom!). 10 local schools, including ours, was each giv-
en a 5ft tree to decorate on different magical material themes 
and they came up with these wonderful, unique creations. So 
don’t forget to vote for us! 
 

Finally, we have now finished our open session and lots of par-

ents have been to look round the Infant site and were very im-

pressed by the children's work and behaviour. 

Cuddington & Dinton School’s tree is 3rd from the left 

Xmas Fayre - 2016 
Once again, a huge thank you to everyone 
who supported the Xmas fayre in the Bernard 
Hall on Saturday 19th November. The hall was 
packed with stalls and visitors and a good time 
was had by all. The children enjoyed meeting 
Father Christmas who took time out from his 
busy workshop to pay us a visit! 
 

Everyone felt refreshed after tea and cakes and a significant amount 
of money was raised for various charities both local and internation-
al. 
 

In addition to thanking all helpers, stall holders and visitors - a huge 
thank you to Rosemary for organising the whole event again this 
year! 

The Village Voice Team 

would like to wish you 

all a very  

Merry Christmas and a  

Happy New Year! 
 

We would love to hear from more contributors - so 

please do send any articles and information that  you 

think would be of interest to the village. Contact de-

tails on page 2…. 


