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Sunshine Club 
Matinee - 16th May 

‘FUNNY GIRL’  
WITH BARBARA  

STREISAND 

May Day Madrigals - Monday 2nd May 

                      May  -  2016 

Village Voice 
Cuddington 

House-to-house collecting is how Christian Aid Week began, and it still raises 
an incredible £6.5m across Britain and Ireland every year. For thousands of 
churches, it’s a vital part of their mission and how they demonstrate God’s 
love for our neighbours. 
 

PLEASE GIVE GENEROUSLY TO OUR VILLAGE COLLECTIONS & EVENTS 
 

Saturday 14th May 7.30pm - Galliard Concert, St Nicholas Church (see page ???) 
 

Monday 16th May  7-9pm - Christian Aid Coffee Evening and Bring and Buy Plant Sale at Linnets on 
Spurt Street. Donations of plants, produce and Bric-a-Brac welcome on the day. Every Welcome! 

In this bittersweet, classic musical dra-
ma,the vibrant and beautiful young 
Fanny Brice (Barbra Streisand) starts 
out as a bit player on the New York City 
vaudeville stage, but works her way up 
to stardom on Broadway. Valued for 
her vocal and comedic talents by the 
renowned theatre impresario Florenz 
Ziegfeld (Walter Pidgeon), Fanny 
thrives, but her relationship with her 
suave, imprisoned businessman hus-
band, Nick Arnstein (Omar Sharif), is 
another story……. 

At The Bernard Hall on Monday 16th 
May at 1.30 (doors open at 1pm) 

Entry (includes tea and cake) £5/conc 
£4.  Tickets may be available on the 

door, but booking is advised.   
Please phone Liz 01844 299 150  

Every May Day, the Witchert Chorale 
sing Madrigals to welcome the 
month of May, from the Church Tow-
er and from within the church too.  
 

Singing starts at 9.30am and refresh-
ments are served following the 
event, a collection is held for Chris-
tian Aid. 
 

The Witchert  Chorale is a choir based in Haddenham, 
Buckinghamshire, formed in 2004 by a group of good 
local singers wanting to sing and raise funds for wor-
thy  charitable causes, while having fun and being enter-
taining. Jessica Ecott and Richard Winnicott of Cudding-
ton are members - we look forward to seeing you there! 

Evesham Outing 
Tues 17th May 

Join us on this scenic round trip to the 
Vale of Evesham! Coach departs Upper 
Green, Cuddington at 9.30am and aims 
to arrive home around 5pm. Cost £10. 
To book phone Liz Davies 01844 
299150 

Annual Village Meeting Update 
This was held on Monday 18th April and there were 72 people present.   This 
demonstrates the high level of community spirit that exists in Cuddington.  This 
was commented on by the County and District Councillors who came.  They 
compared it to a similar meeting held in a village several times larger than ours, 
where the meeting was attended by only eight people! 
There were lots of contributions and discussions, which continued, informally, 

over a glass of wine after the meeting! 
Rather than condense the record of proceedings for 

Village Voice, it has been decided to insert the full 

minutes into this issue for the benefit of all residents.  

Thanks to Venetia Davies for taking such comprehensive 

notes and producing them within a couple of days of the 

meeting. 
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This is the twelfth article I have written for Village Voice but the first that I have written for 
the month of May. Thinking of May led me immediately to think of the May Day celebra-
tions and why do we refer to the “Merry month of May”? A quick bit of research has given 
me no definitive answer but it is clear that this tradition goes back a long way. A poem was 
written by Thomas Dekker in 1599 showing the great age of the phrase, whose first verse 
goes: 
 

O, the month of May, the merry month of May, 
So frolic, so gay, and so green, so green, so green! 
O, and then did I unto my true love say, 
Sweet Peg, thou shalt be my Summer's Queen. 
 

May is the month when nature truly bursts into life and many of the May Day celebrations like the Green Man, be-
loved of pub names, Maypole dancing and Morris dancing, some of which reflect a pagan origin celebrating new birth 
and fertility take place. However, for us in Cuddington, May Day means singing from the church tower followed by 
communal singing and refreshments in the church. 
 

The tradition of singing from the top of a church occurs on a number of occasions in the year but particularly with cel-
ebrating May Day and marking Ascension Day when Jesus returned to heaven. The best known early example of this is 
of course the singing of The Hymnus Eucharisticus from the tower of Magdalen College, Oxford at 6am on May Day. 
The hymn dates from at least 1673 and is possibly earlier and the words are as follows: 
 

We worship you, O God the Father, 
we offer you our praise, 
for you nourish our bodies, 
and minds with heavenly grace. 

 

We adore you, O Jesus, 
you, the only begotten Son, 
you, who did not disdain 
to submit to birth in the Virgin's womb.  

 

Driven onto the cross, you were made 
the victim of God's wrath. 
Through you, our only Saviour, 
hope of life returned to us. 

 

A hymn that reflects our joy in worshiping God and remembering the sacrifice that was made for each one of us and 
the blessing that flowed from it. A good way to start celebrating the richness of the world around us. 
 

As we join in the singing and celebrations may I wish you a very merry and blessed May!  

Revd. Jonathan Hawkins 

Thought for the Month 
 

Church Giving Spring Bazaar 
Thank You! 

To you, Eternal Spirit 
by whose breath was born 
by Mary the Infant God, 
be our eternal blessings. 
 
Triune God, of all humanity 
the great author of salvation, 
this immense mystery 
our tongues all cheer and sing. 

To celebrate the Queen’s 
90th Birthday 

 

A SPECIAL FLOWER 
DISPLAY 

 

will be in St Nicholas Church,  
over the weekend of her  

Official Birthday on 11th June. 
There will be a preview event 
in church on the evening of 

Friday. 10th June.  Please mark 
the date in your diary. 

Further details next month. 

As many of St Nicholas’s Church mem-
bers are donating through standing 
orders, there is no longer a church col-
lection as part of the service. Those 
who prefer to donate on the day may 
use the wooden offertory box which is 
located on the church table. 
 

In order to enable the Church to con-
tinue to support our giving additional 
gifts of as little as £2.21/week are 
needed. If you can help or would like to 
make a regular donation to our Church 
please pick up a leaflet in church or e-
mail Alan March  
treasurer@rosetree40.plus.com 

Thank you so much to all donators, help-
ers and customers at our Annual Spring 
Bazaar at the Bernard Hall on 23rd April.  
 

This traditional village event proved to 
be as sociable and entertaining as usual 
and, to boot, resulted in a direct input of 
£386 for our Sunshine Club funds! 
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BHS Dead Slow 
Campaign 

Council Jottings - May 
Annual Village Meeting 
Please see full minutes as a separate insert into this month’s Village Voice. 
 
Parish Council Meetings 
With some regret, because of the long-time association between the Parish Coun-
cil and the School, the PC is having to change the venue of all its future meetings 
to the Bernard Hall.  This has arisen because the School is unable to provide any-
one to unlock and re-lock the School for the regular and ongoing monthly 
meetings.  The Bernard Hall is much bigger and it would be nice to have a few 
more residents coming along to meetings to keep the councillors company! 

 
Lower Green 
Many people will have noticed the state of the 

Lower Green and assumed that it has been van-

dalised!  It has been, not by humans but by one, 

or a family of badgers!  It would appear that 

they are very partial to leatherjackets.  Not an 

item of attire, but the soil-dwelling larvae of the 

crane fly.  The leatherjackets feed on grass roots and can make the surface grass 

very fragile.  Work is in hand to spray the Green to kill the leatherjackets and 

hence make it less attractive to being dug up by badgers. The damaged areas will 

then be re-seeded.   

Transport for Buckinghamshire will be 
undertaking highway maintenance road 
treatment works to the carriageway at 
Bridgeway, Cuddington between Can-
nons Hill and Brookfields and Dadbrook 
between A418 and the Green.   
 

This work is being undertaken to improve the 
condition of the road in order to prolong its 
life, and will be carried out in two phases. 
 
 

 

The surface dressing preparatory works here are scheduled to take place in late 
April/Early May and it is anticipated they will take up to 4 days to complete. 
Actual surface dressing dates have yet to be confirmed. 
 

This work will be carried out utilising a daytime closure that will be in operation 
between 07.00 and 19.00hrs.  
 

Works of this nature are extremely weather dependent and therefore may be 
subject to disruption due to inclement weather. If the works are delayed due to 
weather or any other unforeseen circumstances, the advance information signs 
on site will be updated to reflect any change in dates. 
 

Every effort will be made to maintain access for residents, although there may 
be some delay as the road treatment works pass your property, and we apolo-
gise for any inconvenience this may cause. Whilst works are being undertaken, 
vehicles should not be parked on the road and/or footway, as this would obvi-
ously cause an obstruction and prevent the necessary works from being carried 
out in their entirety. 
 

Further information about this work can be found on Transport for Buckingham-
shire’s Service Information Centre at http://www.buckscc.gov.uk/transport or 
alternatively 01296 382416  

Road Re-surfacing and Repairs 
 

The British Horse Society have launched a 
concerted effort to encourage drivers to 
slow down. 
 

With an increasing number of reported 
accidents and incidents involving riders and 
cars, they're building on their solid founda-
tion of road safety education and cam-
paigning to make drivers aware of the need 
to slow down to 15 miles per hour when 
they encounter horses on the road, and to 
give riders plenty of room. 
 

Over 60% of incidents involving horses on 
the roads happen between 10am and 
3pm, with accidents most commonly oc-
curring in June, new statistics from The 
British Horse Society (BHS) reveal. 
 

The statistics were disclosed as the charity 
announced the launch of a campaign urg-
ing drivers to slow down to 15mph when 
they meet a horse and rider on the road. 
In the five years since the launch of its 
horse accidents website, over 2,000 re-
ports of road incidents involving horses 
have been reported to the charity. Of 
these, 36 caused rider deaths, and 181 
resulted in a horse dying from their injuries 
or being put to sleep. 
 

75% of accidents happened because the 
vehicle passed the horse without allowing 
enough space, while over a quarter of re-
spondents said that they also had to deal 
with driver road rage during the incident. 
The majority of these incidents happened 
on a minor road and in a rural area. Nearly 
half of the horses involved were used to 
riding on the roads more than once a 
week. 
 

The launch of the campaign, Dead Slow, 
follows a number of high profile petitions 
calling for greater protection for horse and 
rider on the roads following the injury of 
horse carriage master Mark Evans and the 
death of his horse Wil, who was hit by a car 
in Wales last month as he pulled a funeral 
cortege. 

http://www.buckscc.gov.uk/transport
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South Downs 100k 
Challenge 

This is a programme of warm-hearted and inspiring music for a 
spring evening, played on recorders of all shapes and sizes. 
Tunes from many centuries, blending the traditional with the 
modern in a gallimaufry of styles. (Now there’s an expression 
you don’t hear every day !) 
If you were at their previous concert, you’ll want to hear  
Galliard again; and if you weren’t – here is your chance to find 
out what all the excitement was about. 
Galliard are joined by well-known local folk musicians, Sue & 
Clive Carey, who bring their own distinctive contribution to the 
musical mixture. 
Everyone who has ever been at a concert in the Church knows 
that the standard of catering at the Interval is unparalleled. So 
we have a feast for the senses, all in the cause of  launching 
Christian Aid Week in Cuddington. 

Tickets are available from: 

 

Caroline Saker, 01844 291825 

Cuddington Stores and online via this direct link: 

www.cuddingtonvillage.com/church 

Being a keen walker, a friend of 
mine recently suggested doing 
something to mark his pending fifti-
eth birthday and said what about a 
walking challenge, great, I said I’m 
in! So at the end of June I will be 
walking 60 miles along the South 

Downs from Arundel to Beachy Head. (I’ll keep quiet next 
time!) Luckily I retired from full time employment back in 
December and have plenty of time to train, so if you see a 
chap in a funny green hat walking the roads and byways 
around Cuddington at all hours you’ll know why! 
I’m raising money for the Helen and Douglas House chil-
dren’s hospice in Oxford, this is a wonderful charity that 
provides medical, emotional and practical support, helping 
families deal with the implications of living with a child who 
will die prematurely, so they can make the most of their 
time together. 
Any sponsorship you feel able to give will be much appreci-
ated and will help a brilliant charity to continue with the 
really great work they do.  
To donate please go to: http://my.helenanddouglas.org.uk/
My100kilometrewalk 
For information about the challenge please go to: http://
www.discoveradventure.com/challenges/south-downs-
100km  THANK YOU!, Malcolm Thomas 

For the business part of the meeting we 
competed with thunder and lightening 
overhead (fortunately no disruption to 
power or light at the clubhouse). 
Sarah Wood then gave an excellent illus-
trated talk on Utugi;  Sarah explained 
how the project started, what it set out 

to do and how it has been achieved.  The slides of the peo-
ple involved, the buildings, the land and the children 
showed so well how much has been achieved since its be-
ginning. 
  
The money raised in this country (locally here and in other 
parts of UK) is tremendous and that and the work of the 
people at Utugi is amazing.  Having achieved the objective 
of getting the buildings up and running, the local people are 
now running the project.  Now and in the future there is a 
need to raise money to support these boys during their edu-
cation.  Utugi is ongoing with a different emphasis, so any 
donations and support are most welcome. 
  
Rosemary warmly thanked Sarah for her talk.  Questions 
and discussion continued over a cup of tea, while members 
looked at the photos of the Utugi boys, their activities and 
the development of the site that Sarah had taken during her 
many visits there. 
 
The next meeting is on 10th May and will involve discussing 
the WI Resolutions. 

http://email.helenanddouglas.org.uk/wf/click?upn=n0rXVBYAkRhatNApQM01hyJOXSkCCYkwKGj94HltXXuBRFDZvTxyKCxkuq9SfcKrde8tWi-2Bv2osDB9q-2Bl1CsWg-3D-3D_ym9DF5YyC7p3KZpRf4Uw-2B74-2BEHelRvdgXfQ5-2F3ApoVPNjVBS3nNodVLrsNMbHhnNNsdp7fECRhUW6intXDnYkldlYlVGEks3DZ4GvceMf-2
http://email.helenanddouglas.org.uk/wf/click?upn=n0rXVBYAkRhatNApQM01hyJOXSkCCYkwKGj94HltXXuBRFDZvTxyKCxkuq9SfcKrde8tWi-2Bv2osDB9q-2Bl1CsWg-3D-3D_ym9DF5YyC7p3KZpRf4Uw-2B74-2BEHelRvdgXfQ5-2F3ApoVPNjVBS3nNodVLrsNMbHhnNNsdp7fECRhUW6intXDnYkldlYlVGEks3DZ4GvceMf-2
http://www.discoveradventure.com/challenges/south-downs-100km
http://www.discoveradventure.com/challenges/south-downs-100km
http://www.discoveradventure.com/challenges/south-downs-100km
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Stunning images courtesy 
of Rod White 

Cuddington Youth Drama -   
Raise the Roof! 

This evening I have returned from the village hall full of amazement that 
such a production I have just witnessed could take place in Cuddington. 
I have had an really enjoyable evening. Elaine English is such a talented 
lady. She demands great commitment and very high standards. The cast 
were totally involved. There were so many actors who used the whole 
stage and a lot of the hall. I did so enjoy Fiddler on the roof. Elaine, Thank 
you! - Jean Watson 

 

Nearly 40 Gardening Club 
members and guests were 
entertained at the April 
meeting with an intriguing 
talk entitled “Death in the 
Garden” given by garden 

historian Michael Brown. Michael has 
researched mediaeval gardens and their 
plants to provide a good basic knowledge 
of the poisonous plants we may have in 
our gardens. The most toxic plants seem 
to be foxgloves (Digitalis) followed by 
monkshood (Aconitum) and the castor oil 
plant (Ricinus). Many plants are also irri-
tants and the general advice is that, if in 
doubt, wear gloves, but gloves or no 
gloves, wash your hands thoroughly 
when coming in from the garden. 
 

The talk was interspersed with tales of 
murder - Dr Crippen and the body in the 
garden, passion - the story of Isabella and 
Lorenzo, legends - the death of Socrates 
and myths - does Mandrake really scream 
when you pull it out of the ground? It was 
also interesting to learn that some poten-
tially poisonous seeds are contained in 
bird seed sold for bird tables! 
 

The day of our visit to the RHS garden at 
Wisley actually started with snow, howev-
er the weather soon cleared and we en-
joyed a fine day strolling around the gar-
dens taking in the spring bulbs, flowering 
cherries and magnolias, working out the 
changes that have taken place since the 
last time we visited. Needless to say, 
many of our guests and members could 
not resist the allure of the Plant Centre 
and the Gift Shop, not to mention the 
coffee shops. 

 

On May 9th (6pm) members will be visiting 
the recently created charity garden called  
Lindengate at Worlds End Nurseries, near 
Wendover which offers specialised gar-
dening activities to help those with men-
tal health needs. We will be shown round 
the site after a short introduction and the 
visit will close with refreshments. 
 

Should you be interested in joining the 
Gardening Club please contact Elsie Frost 
on 01844 290768 or you can look us up 
on the village web site. 

 

The Glass House at RHS Wisley taken 
from The Rock Garden 
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Waddesdon in Words Film 
and Song! 

Haddenham Community  
Vehicle Now Free 

Bellringing for The 
Queen’s 90th Birthday 

Donkey Meadow Final 
Update 

Following an afternoon performance at the Waddesdon Feast 
week-end in June, the Waddesdon Staff & Volunteers’ Choir with 
their Director of Music Russell Scott will be singing in St Nicholas’ 
Church on Saturday 18th June. 
 

It will be a short programme of singing preceded by some “day in 
the life” insights into the Manor. There will be introductory words 
by Simon Wales, General Manager, and Pippa Shirley, Head of Col-
lections, (both of whom are choir members) interspersed with 
some recently commissioned short films about the house and the 
collection. 
The occasion is being used as a fund-raising event for PACE, a 
hugely worthwhile local charity. It starts at 6.30pm and will be 
followed by refreshments and canapés. 
 

PACE is a family centred children’s charity that transforms the lives 
of children and young people with motor disorders, such as cere-
bral palsy. Fundamental to its approach is a belief in every child’s 
ability to learn and make progress, whatever the physical or senso-
ry challenges they face. PACE’s overriding goal is to help children 
and young people with physical disabilities to achieve their full 
potential and to be as independent as possible in their current and 
future lives. 

As reported in a 
previous Village 
Voice, the Had-
denham Commu-
nity Vehicle (HCV) 
is now fully opera-
tional, providing 
the Enabling Trav-
el for All transport 
service for disa-
bled passengers in 
the community.  

Those having limited mobility need no longer be stuck at home. 
 
Thanks to the generosity of local donors, the committee are now 
able to provide a free service within the local area.  Day-to-day 
running costs will be met from these donations, although users 
might like to make a voluntary donation. 
 
The defined local area is broadly that served by the Haddenham 
Medical Centre, which includes Scotsgrove, Chearsley, Hartwell 
and Longwick.  Users living outside this area will be charged a fare 
based on 70p per vehicle mile. 
 
To find out more about the HCV, or to make a booking, please con-
tact the coordinator, Sue Brigham, on 07495 366779 or email  
haddenhamcv@gmail.com.  Similarly, contact Sue if you are inter-
ested in joining our team of trained volunteer drivers. 

Church bells rang out across the 
country on Thursday 21st April and 
the following days to celebrate The 
Queen’s 90th birthday. In Cuddington 
a full peal was rung by ringers assem-
bled from towers in the Oxford dio-
cese. After 2 hours and 43 minutes of 
nonstop ringing (no tea breaks!) the 
peal was successfully completed. 
 

A couple of days later one of our ringers, Edgar Skipsey, 
rang a peal for the on the heavy and challenging bells at 
Windsor Castle. 

 

No more has been heard either by Nether Winchendon 
Parish Meeting or by those involved in Cuddington in this 
matter, and therefore it seems that Mr Spencer Bernard 
has not submitted a challenge to the ruling by the Inspec-
tor at the Public Inquiry.   
 

The Claimed Route, which runs along the northern side of 
Donkey Meadow, close to the hedge, has now become a 
Public Footpath.   This will be shown as such on a revised 
edition of a map of the footpaths and bridleways in our 
parish: this will be produced within the next few months, 
and will be posted on the Village Website and on the 
notice boards; copies will also be available in the Village 
Shop.   

mailto:haddenhamcv@gmail.com
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Caroline’s sup-
port team: 

 

Poppy, Olivia 
Hamish with 
Rowan, Lucy 

& Kit Chantrey 

All Singing, All Dancing Fête! 
Preparations for the fete are well 
under way. We have booked a 
children's entertainer for not 
one, not two, but three shows 
throughout the day!! We are also 
busy putting together a pro-
gramme of entertainment for 
outside the Bernard Hall: a choir, 
lots of dancing and even a live 
band. 
 

But we need your help: 
 

If you're free on the day (9th July) and would you to get involved? We have some 
stalls that would love to be loved by you! contact Jo m0301291@doctors.net.uk - 
292958 
 

If you are having a bit of a clear out remember the fete. My front room is waiting 
to receive your bits and bobs, and so far it is only one third full. Can you help to 
fill it up? 
 

In particular we are looking for baskets, books, bottles, bags, beads, bric-a-brac, 
unwanted gifts and most anything else. 
 

You can also take: 
BOOKS - to Wayside on Bridgeway 
TOYS - to The Malthouse on the Lower Green 
EVERYTHING ELSE - to The village shop, Denise's or 10 Bernard Close. 

 
If you can think of anything yourself, your friends or your family 
would like to donate to the auction or grand prize draw please 
call Karen on 290404. Things that go down well are time slots in 
a holiday home, meals in pubs, gift vouchers for local shops or 
membership to something special 

And finally: We are running a competition for primary school aged chil-

dren. 
Can you design our famous portrait gallery that goes on the 
Village Green at fete time each year? The theme is 'all sing-
ing, all dancing' and we want you to tell us what to paint on 
the board. It needs to be on one side of A4, portrait not land-
scape, in colour with spaces for four heads, two children's 
heads on the outside and two (taller) grown-up heads on the 
inside. Please put your name in pencil on the back of the entry 
but not on the front. The winner will be announced in the July 
issue of Village voice when the winning board (painted by our band of merry 
volunteers) goes up on the green. Prizes for the winner and a number of runners
-up will be officially presented during the opening of the fete on the 9th July. 
The deadline for entries is the 1st June, please post entries to 10 Bernard Close 
(HP18 0AJ) or hand in at the Cuddington Village Shop. Best of luck to you all! 

Monday 25th July to Friday 29th July 2016 
 

This year’s theme is ‘Mega Makers!’ ex-
ploring how huge God’s love is for us all – 
more than we can imagine.  And in order 
not to miss it register your children as 
soon as you can (last year there was a 
waiting list).  Registration for children 
opens on 1st May. 
 

Also required are helpers and registration 
at www.lighthousethame.org.uk is open 
now.  Check the website for all the differ-
ent roles, not all are with children, or, 
indeed, during the week.  People are re-
quired beforehand, as well.   
For more information contact Linda New-
ton on helpers@lighthousethame.org.uk, 
or Helen Keeping on 
wichertcot@btinternet.com  

Marathon 
Medallist! 
Caroline Winnicott 
writes… 
 

I did it - I completed the 
London Marathon course 
in a time of 4 hours 51 
minutes and ran the 
whole way without stop-
ping, walking or crying!.  I 
can't pretend that I enjoyed the event but 
it was a once in a lifetime experience and 
I have a huge sense of achievement. 
 

The level of support I have received for 
this challenge has been completely unex-
pected and overwhelming.  A massive 
thank you to everyone for their encour-
agement, goodwill and sponsor-
ship.  Through very generous donations I 
have raised a staggering £2,500 for De-
mentia UK and having now met some of 
the Dementia UK staff, I am even more 
convinced of their need for funds and that 
these will be wisely used. 
 

There is absolutely no doubt that this was 
my first and last marathon and I look for-
ward to full mobility returning and normal 
life resuming! 

mailto:m0301291@doctors.net.uk
http://www.lighthousethame.org.uk
mailto:helpers@lighthousethame.org.uk
mailto:wichertcot@btinternet.com
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In November 1727 the exasperated and frightened villagers of Cuddington submitted a heartfelt petition to the Court of 
Quarter Sessions in Aylesbury.  Their target was their notorious trouble-maker butcher, William Beale.  This petition stated 
“William Beale has been a very abuseful fellow and if he gets off as he has for four or five sessions (of the Court) our lives 
are in danger” 
Some of William Beale’s lawless activities are listed in the calendar of Quarter Sessions Records for the years 1724-1730.  
Beale’s name first appears in July 1725 when he was indicted for an assault  on Edward Baker, a village weaver.  In court Ed-
ward said Beale “had dragged him to the pond (then on the Lower Green), daubed him over with dirt, thrown him in and al-
most smothered him as well as beating him on two subsequent occasions”.  Beale pleaded guilty to the colourful charge and 
was fined one shilling – a considerable sum in Georgian England. 
 

In the Spring of the next year Beale, seemingly unabashed, had to answer three charges of assault.  Firstly he was accused of 
violence on the person of William Stanbridge.  In mitigation Beale claimed that Stanbridge owed him over £17 in wages.  It was 
also alleged that Beale had assaulted Mary Miller, wife of Thomas who kept one of the alehouses in the village.  Moreover, a 
local shoemaker claimed he had been subject to Beale’s violent attentions.  A village farmer named as Brightwell Holeyman 
(probably mis-spelt – Hollyman) was called as witness to these assaults.  The most serious case – Beale v Stanbridge – was 
referred to the higher court of King’s Bench. 
 

Nevertheless Beale continued with his wayward behaviour and in November of the same year he was once again accused of 
assaulting villagers, Mary Wheeler and John Ball.  As we have seen this sustained catalogue of aggression resulted in the peti-
tion from villagers who were at their wits’ end. 
 

Undeterred, Beale continued in his violence and in 1728 was indicted for breaking his old adversary, Thomas Miller’s, win-
dows.  Clearly Beale had a vendetta against Miller.  Perhaps his actions were partly influenced by imbibing an excess of Miller’s 
ale.  In May 1728 the Court found him guilty and once again fined him one shilling.  Meanwhile at the same session Thomas 
Miller was enjoined “to keep good order” in his alehouse. 
 

In July, Beale, now classed as a “labourer” – perhaps he had lost his job as a butcher’s assistant – was discharged from the 
County Gaol in Aylesbury.  He had at last served time for his transgressions.  Once free he turned to stealing and in October 
1729 we read that he was accused of taking a goose and two hens.  Finding him guilty, the Court ordered him to be whipped.   
 

In five years Beale had been found guilty of theft, damaging property and numerous assaults.  A range of penalties including 
fines, whipping and a spell in gaol had not deterred his lawless instincts.  Of course we only know of Beale’s misdemeanours 
which came to Court.  During these five years he may have committed many others.  Undoubtedly the ruffian Beale was village 
enemy number one in the Georgian age.  Maybe he would claim to be the most “abuseful” villager ever. 

Peter Wenham 

Outrage in Cuddington - an Offensive Butcher! 

Our varied spring/summer programme at the 
Village Picture House continues on 12th May 
with Bridge of Spies.  The film takes place at 
the height of the Cold War, when the end of 
the world was a genuine possibility.  With 
America and Russia both willing to press the 

big red button at the slightest sign of aggression, an American U-2 spy plane pilot was shot down and 
captured by the Soviet authorities.  This is the true story of the attorney (Tom Hanks) who was hired to 
negotiate his release, in exchange for Russian spy Rudolf Abel (Mark Rylance).  “Tom Hanks and Mark 
Rylance are red hot in Steven Spielberg’s magnificent cold war thriller,” says The Guardian.  “The tension 
of the climax on Berlin’s wintry nocturnal Glienicke Bridge, snipers poised on all sides, is utterly nail-
biting,” says Total Film. 
 

In complete contrast, on 19th May, we’ll be screening Brooklyn, the profoundly moving story of a young Irish immigrant navi-
gating her way through 1950s Brooklyn.  Lured by the promise of America, Eilis Lacey departs Ireland and the comfort of her 
mother’s home for the shores of New York City.  The initial shackles of homesickness quickly diminish as a fresh romance 
sweeps Eilis into the intoxicating charm of love.  However, when her mother asks her to return to Ireland, Eilis is forced to 
choose between the two countries and the lives that exist within.  “Saoirse Ronan gives a remarkable performance,” says The 
Independent.   “Brooklyn has an old-fashioned perfection so incandescent, and so winning, that it’s almost spooky,” says the 
Financial Times. 

 

On 2nd June, our film will be The Lady in the Van starring Maggie Smith, Alex Jennings and Jim Broadbent.  
This hilarious and heartwarming film was written by Alan Bennett and is based on his own life.  A colourful-
ly complex character, Miss Shepherd (Maggie Smith) “temporarily” parked in the driveway of Alan Ben-
nett’s home – and stayed there for 15 years!  After inviting herself in to Bennett’s house to use the bath-
room, she proved impossible to budge.  Yet despite her prickly, irascible nature, the neighbourhood quickly 
warmed to her certain brand of charm and she eventually became the essential heart and soul of the com-
munity.  “Maggie Smith, the best thing ever to come out of Romford, possibly.  She’s hilarious,” says the 
Evening Standard.  “A sparky and ebullient celebration of eccentricity and tolerance ... a glorious celebra-
tion of one of our finest actresses,” says the Daily Express. 
 

Looking further ahead in June, on Thursday 9th we’ll be screening the National Theatre encore presentation of The Audience 
in celebration of her Majesty the Queen’s 90th birthday.  For sixty years, Queen Elizabeth II has met with each of her twelve 
Prime Ministers in a private weekly meeting.  This meeting is known as The Audience.  No one knows what they discuss, not 
even their spouses.  Through these private audiences, we see glimpses of the woman behind the crown and witness the mo-
ments that shaped a monarch.   
 

Details of all features: www.cuddingtonvillage.com/cinema 
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"Better three hours too soon than a 
minute too late." -- The Merry Wives 
of Windsor 

Dates for your Diary 

Can’t Make Royal Ascot? Come to 
Race Night Instead! 

Haddenham  
Community Library 

May   
Monday 2nd 9.30am Madrigals from the Tower 
Monday 9th 2.00pm Sunshine Club, Playing Fields Club  
Monday 9th 6.00pm Gardening Club visit to Lindengate, near   
    Wendover 
Monday 11th 7.30pm Parish Council Meeting, Bernard Hall 
Thursday 12th 8.00pm Bridge of Spies, Village Picture House 
Saturday 14th 7.30pm Galliard Band, concert in St Nicholas’ 
Sunday 15th  Start of Christian Aid Week.  
Monday 16th 1.30pm Sunshine Club Funny Girl, Bernard Hall 
Monday 16th 7pm Christian Aid Coffee Evening, Linnets, Spurt  
    Street 
Tuesday 17th   Sunshine Club Outing to Evesham 
Thursday 19th 8.00pm Brooklyn, Village Picture House 
Monday 23rd  2pm Sunshine Club, Playing Fields Club  
Thursday 26th  School half term 
June 
Thursday 2nd 8pm The Lady in the Van, Village Picture House 
Monday 6th 2pm  Sunshine Club, Playing Fields Club 
Thursday 9th 2.30pm Gardening Club visit to Thame Park 
Thursday 9th 7pm  The Audience, National Theatre Live, VPH 
Friday 10th  TBC  School Children Singing Around the Village 
Friday 10th   Floral Display in St Nicholas (evening) 
Monday 14th June WI meeting, Playing Fields Club 
Saturday 11th  Floral Display in St Nicholas 
Thursday 16th 8pm Room, Village Picture House 
Saturday 17th 6.30pm Waddesdon in Words, Film & Song!  
    St Nicholas Church 
Thursday 30th 8pm The Big Short, Village Picture House 

By courtesy of the Sun-
shine Club and the 
Playing Field Associa-
tion there will be two 
more training sessions 
in the Playing Field  

Pavilion during  May. 

 
 
Enquiries, please contact Liz Davies 
01844 299 150 

Wednesday 4th May 2pm 

Monday 23rd May 7.30pm 

It's Only Money! 
Please come and join us for a 10 
week, informal finance course 

starting 27th April at 7pm 
The course will cover all areas of 
finance from children's accounts, 
investments, mortgages, pensions 

and more!  
Sign up at the library, places are 

limited! 

SUN-
DAY 

29TH MAY 
 

FAMILY FUN DAY AT THE 
CROWN 

WITH BOUNCY CASTLE 
BBQ, KARAOKE 

& More… 
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Services at St. Nicholas 
(Churchwardens: Graham Carr 290000 and James Stonham 

292221)  

May 
 

1st 10.00 am   HOLY COMMUNION 
 4.00pm       AFTERNOON FAMILY WORSHIP 
   
8th 10.00 am   FAMILY SERVICE  
 

15th 10.00 am   HOLY COMMUNION 
   

22nd 10.00 am   MORNING WORSHIP 
 4.00pm      AFTERNOON FAMILY WORSHIP 
 
26th 10.00am   MORNING WORSHIP 
 

Opportunities for praying together in church are 
each Thursday at 

9.00 a.m.  and each  Sunday at 
9.10 a.m.  

 

There is a service at 5.30 pm every Sunday evening at 
Cuddington Methodist Chapel. 

Cuddington’s History - Brian Hope 

It’s the summer term! 
 

How time flies! The third 
school term has got off to a 
flying start and we are be-
ginning to think about ar-
rangements for those chil-
dren who will be leaving us 
to go to secondary school 
and the little ones who will 

be joining us in Foundation in September. 
 

We have lots to look forward to this term with Sports Days, class 
photographs, trips to College Lake and the Imperial War Museum, 
new clubs, a visit from Barnabus and all sorts of Leavers’ events.  
 

As a special celebration of the Queen’s 90th birthday, we will be 
holding our annual “singing round the village” on 10th June rather 
than in May. Please look out for the infant children as they process 
around Cuddington on that day, singing at the Lower Green and 
the playing fields and then dancing for the parents in the school 
playground.  

We look forward to telling you more about our term in the next 
issue. 

 

There is one name on the war memorial in Cuddington churchyard which is not associated with ei-
ther of the World Wars.  Brian Hope came with his family to live in Cuddington when he was five.  His 
mother, Ruth, and father Edward, known as Ted, set up home in a cottage in Aylesbury Road oppo-
site The Crown in 1957. 
 

His mother and father’s beginnings are of considerable interest.  Ruth was born in Germany in the 
1930s and her Jewish parents were persecuted by the Nazis.  Ruth used to tell stories of her early 
childhood.  Her parents kept to their house as much as possible for fear they might be subjected to 
violence, imprisonment, or deportation.  Their door was daubed with the Star of David.  Eventually 
the beleaguered family emigrated to Britain – apparently Ruth’s father had a British passport.  Ed-
ward’s family, on the other hand, were part of the West Indian migration to Britain and settled in 
Tiger Bay, Cardiff.  Ted was a keen footballer and played for Cuddington village team. 
 

Their only child, Brian, attended Cuddington School and later, The Vale Secondary School before 
leaving at 15.  Unfortunately, as he was rather shy and of mixed race, and also was often dressed in 
unfamiliar lederhosen, he suffered some bullying during his schooldays.  He was a member of the 
Dinton branch of the Boy Scouts and eventually became a Senior Scout.  He worked as a forecourt 
attendant at Walton Street garage in Aylesbury and was a most pleasant and trustworthy employee.  
Later he became an apprentice mechanic with a firm in Haddenham.  His youthful ambition was to 
become a racing driver. 
 

Meanwhile, Ruth worked as a nurse at St John’s Hospital, Stone and Ted had various jobs, including working as a groom and 
for a builder.  There were frequently told stories in the village about Brian’s parents.  Ruth became increasingly annoyed by 
her husband’s long nightly sessions in The Crown.  As a protest one evening she took across his pyjamas!  One Sunday she 
carried his lunch to The Red Lion in Upper Church Street, exasperated at his absence!  She was obviously a lady of spirit. 
 

In 1969, much against his mother’s wishes, Brian enlisted in the Royal Electrical and Mechanical Engineers.  He signed on for 
six years, hoping the training would be useful when he returned to civilian life.  After being stationed in Dortmund in Germany 
for two years, in July 1972 Brian’s regiment was posted to Ireland for a four month tour of duty.  Tragically on 14 August he 
was killed by a booby trap in Anderstown, Belfast.  He was just twenty years old.  His remains are buried in a war grave in 
Tring Road cemetery, Aylesbury.   
 

Brian’s life was shaped by two significant events in the Twentieth Century – the rise of Nazi Germany and West Indian immi-
gration.  Sadly his death was the direct result of another – the conflict and violence in Ireland. 
 

When a landlady in The Crown was interviewed shortly after Brian’s death she said, “You read in the papers about these 
things…but it really comes home to you when you know someone it happens to”. 
 

Peter Wenham 


