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December 
& 

January 
2015/16 

Glory to God in the 
highest, 

and peace to his people 
on earth.  

Christmas Services in St Nicholas 
Christingle Service, Sunday 6th  3.00pm 
Family Gift Service, Sunday 13th 10am 
Christmas Eve Carol Service, Tuesday 24th 7.00pm 
Communion Service, Christmas Day 8.00am 
Family Carol Service, Christmas Day 10.00am 

Carols by Candlelight 
in St. Nicholas Church 

at 7pm on Christmas Eve 
Everyone is invited to join 

in this popular event 

Carols Round the Village 
Tuesday,  December 22nd  at 6.00pm 

Please join the Carol Singing, around the 
Christmas Tree  on the Village Green ending 

with refreshments at Tyringham Hall by kind 
invitation of  Sherry Scott  

Christmas Celebration 
in Cuddington’s Methodist 

Church 
4pm Tea and 5.30pm Carols on 

Sunday 20th December 
Everyone is invited! 

Christingle Service 
Please bring the children to 

this magical service at 3pm on 
Sunday 6th December, St 

Nicholas Church 

New Years Eve Party! 
There’s a family friendly party at 
the Playing Fields Clubhouse 
from 7pm on 31st December with 
Disco and Karaoke, bring a plate 
of food for the Bring & Share Buffet and dance or 
sing the night away! 

Sunshine Club Bring & Buy 
All are welcome at our festive Bring & 

Buy at Tyringham Hall on Wednesday 9th Decem-
ber at 2.00pm – great bargains, Christmas gifts, 

super raffle and free cups of tea!   
Please come - proceeds will go towards the Sunshine Club  

Christmas party.  

Nativity & Toy Service 
St Nicholas Church , Sunday 
13th  December from 10am 
followed by refreshments. 

Donations of toys and toilet-
ries for the Women’s Refuge 

are welcome. 
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 Thought for the Month 

My sister-in-law has been on a journey – she has been walking to Paris! Elizabeth is part 

of a group of Christians who have been taking part in a “Pilgimage2Paris” for the United 

Nations climate change talks that are happening between 30 November and 11 December 

2015. They will be praying for the leaders of the 90-plus countries who will be meeting to 

negotiate a global pledge to reduce carbon emissions in the face of global climate change. 

Scientists advise that we need to keep within 20C to prevent unstoppable climate change. 

Carrying on as we are will take us to something over 40C . The pre-pledges from nations 

ahead of the conference only brought that down to 3.50C. Hence the Pilgimage2Paris to 

pray that the nations will heed the danger the world is in and take action. 

  

Two thousand years ago, another journey was taking place. Families in the ancient nation of Israel were travelling to 

their ancestral towns to be registered in a census. One young girl was heavily pregnant, but still they had to travel. 

Mary and Joseph walked the long journey toward Bethlehem, not knowing where they would stay or where their baby 

would be born. The birth of Jesus was the “word made flesh” (John 1). He was God’s pledge to us that he would 

bring salvation to this world. In choosing an ordinary couple, who soon became refugees, God affirmed the poorest 

of this world and the most vulnerable. The love of God is for everyone. 

 

Across the Middle East and Europe today, other journeys have been taking place. Refugees from Iraq, Syria and 

elsewhere have been walking, hoping to find a better future for their shattered lives. Most do not have the good sleep-

ing bag, walking clothes and boots that Elizabeth has. Many are carrying children and some are pregnant. As we 

pray for our world at this critical and painful time in history, let us remember those who are homeless and fleeing 

from war. Jesus came into the world for just such as these. 

 

Margot Hodson 

The Church of St. Nicholas 
Cuddington 

 

warmly invites you to the 

Playing Fields Clubhouse 

for 

“Christmas in the Club” 
Tuesday 15

th
 December 

2015 at 7p.m. 
 

Come to celebrate Christmas 

with Supper and Carols 
 

Please let Sarah Wood (290214) or Caroline 

Thompson (291485)know if you can come. 

 

The Bar will be open 

There will be a charge of £3.50 (payable at the 

door) 

STOP PRESS!!       
It’s true! JESUS is real!   He really 
came.  Christmas begins with CHRIST 
and we want to tell His story. 
A special invitation is given to all readers of the Vil-

lage Voice to join with us at Cuddington Meth-
odist Church for our Christmas Celebration on 
Sunday 20th December 
4.00pm. Christmas tea with all the trimmings. 
5.30pm. Carols accompanied by a musical group 
who have come together for this occasion. Come 
and enjoy a good sing and hear from people who 
have amazing stories to tell.  A warm welcome 
awaits you.  

Our magical Christingle Service takes place in 

Church on Sunday 6th December at 3pm. The 

children sing by candlelight holding their Christingle or-

ange, which symbolises the Christian Faith. 

December family service on Sunday 13th De-

cember, 10am to include a children's nativity 

play - anyone coming to the service in costume 

will be included!   

We will also be receiving unwrapped gifts (for women and 

small children) and separate wrapping paper for the women's 

refuge in Aylesbury during this service. Do come along for 

fun and festivity during our build up to Christmas! 
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You may well have seen in the Press that BCC have 

stopped all non-essential expenditure, as a result of 

the ever increasing costs of adult social care and 

looked-after children.  The consequence of this will 

be increasing pressure on parish councils to take 

over more of the services that BCC currently pro-

vides, such as grass cutting, sign maintenance and 

goodness knows what else!   
 

This may not take place at the beginning of next 

year but the Parish Council needs to set its Precept 

(amount that is collected by AVDC for the village 

budget) in January.  We will probably need to as-

sume the worst and take into account the increased 

costs in future years.  Whilst the PC is very careful 

about spending money and always tries to pull in 

funding from other sources, you must expect the 

precept to rise considerably! 

Community Defibrillators 

Defibrillators are pieces of emergency equipment for assisting 

victims of cardiac arrest, prior to the arrival of the emergency 

services.  Further information is available on www.bhf.org.uk.   

Haddenham and other villages have got several locations for the equipment.  
  
There may well be some funding available for defibrillator installations.  The Parish Council and Sunshine 

Club are collaborating to see if we can obtain some funding to locate a small number of defibrillators at key 

points in Cuddington. 

 

To be fully effective, there will need to be a number of people who are trained to be proficient in using the equipment.  Anyone 

who is interested, or would like to know more, Barbara Buckley (291332) is the councillor dealing with the project.    

 

Cuddington Stores and Post Office 

We are all sad that John and Elaine have left the village, albeit for understandable reasons.  We are tremen-

dously lucky that Jeyan and Sugi have taken over and wish them every success for the future. 
 

It goes without saying that the Shop and Post Office is vitally important to the well-being of the whole 

village, but particularly to those who do not have easy access to transport.  Just look at local villages that 

have lost their shop to see less community cohesion, increased transport costs and even lower house prices! 
 

So please, please support the shop as much as you can.  It is very important and its success is in our hands. 

 

‘Clean for the Queen’ 

Put the weekend of Friday 4th March to Sunday 6th March into your 

new diaries!  As a run up to the Queen’s 90th birthday in April, 

there is to be a national campaign to ‘spruce up’ our towns and 

villages.  We will be organising litter picks, painting, cleaning and 

general maintenance in and around the village.  We would like to 

involve as many people as possible and there will be more details 

later.   

Any ideas you may have, contact Venetia on 201899 or venetia.davies@talktalk.net  

'Cuddington Parish 
Council wishes 
everyone a happy 
Christmas and 
prosperous New 
Year' 
  

The Crown has festive set 
menus for any social gatherings you might be organising over the festive 
period with two courses for £20 and three courses for £25 available 
Monday to Saturday for lunch and dinner. 
 

Opening Times: 
Christmas Day Drinks - 12.15 to 1.45pm 
Boxing Day - Midday to 6.30pm with food 12-3.30pm 
New Year’s Eve - Bar Only 6pm- 12.30am (small buffet) 
New Year’s Day - Midday to 6.30pm with food 12-3.30pm 
 

For more information, menus and booking please visit 

www.thecrowncuddington.co.uk or call 292222. Merry Christmas! 

The next local blood donation session  is: 
 

Tuesday15th December 
Haddenham Village Hall 

 

1.30pm - 3.30pm 
& 

4.15pm - 7.30pm 
 

Appointments can be made or you can just walk in, 
for more information see www.blood.co.uk 

http://www.bhf.org.uk
mailto:venetia.davies@talktalk.net
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“Since 1990, more than 124 million 
boys and girls in over 150 countries 

have experienced God’s love through the power of 
simple shoebox gifts from Operation Christmas 
Child.” 
This year, following a campaign within Church and at school, the 

Shoeboxes containing toys, toiletries, pencils and paper were deliv-

ered to the collection point by Jo & Arabella Goodson… 
 

“Thanks to all who contributed to the Samaritans Purse Christmas 

Shoebox appeal. Arabella Goodson took the boxes from the village 

to the warehouse depot 

at the end of November 

where they were very 

warmly received. We 

have been told that our 

boxes this year are 

likely to go on a long 

trip to Zambia where 

they will arrive just in 

time for Christmas!” 

This year’s Village Fireworks Party and BBQ saw a 
changing of the guard from the older (very much so) to 
the younger generation.     
 

However, some things never change, and this year was 
no exception - all the planning beforehand, recruiting 
helpers, the catering (how many burgers did you say?)  
and setting up was all organised –  no problems!     As 
always there was a busy start for organisers and helpers.   
BBQs, gazebos, chairs and tables for serving food and 
drinks were all set out;   John rolled up the turf and 
James brought the hay bales for the bonfire;   Mark and 
helper were busy setting out the fireworks.   Andy arrived 
with his sound system (he even stayed for the show this 
year) and MC Chris was ready with his music.    Every-
thing was going according to plan under Karen’s watch-
ful eye .    
 

But what about the weather?   Would people come re-
gardless?   Listening to the forecasts certainly doesn’t 
help the stress levels!    However,  this is Cuddington,  
and  believe it or not  it has  stayed dry for the fireworks 
party for the last  7/8 years, and this year  would  be no 
exception. 
 

Friday morning brought drizzle and bleak skies which 
hung around for most of the day,  as predicted,  but as the 
time drew closer,  the rain and clouds drifted away ( as  
promised) and  were replaced by  a black velvet sky full 
of stars  providing a backdrop for Mark’s  lovely fire-
works display – a few bangs but not too many -  and plen-
ty of oohs and  aahs!   And as in years gone by,  at the 
end there were  loud cheers and applause and everybody 
said this was   THE BEST EVER DISPLAY !!   Well done 
and thank you Mark, you’re a star.    Actually the evening  
also felt quite warm,  but perhaps  several glasses of  
Rosemary and Cilla’s delicious mulled wine  and a beau-
tifully cooked  burger (thanks to the team)  probably 
helped a lot! 
 

Laura’s tombola gets bigger and bigger and raised a 
goodly sum towards expenses.   There was a great cake 
stall and the” baristas” (or is that only for coffee) were 
rushed off their feet in the clubhouse.   
 

It was great to see so many families at the party with lots 
of children running here and there waving their glow 
sticks and generally having fun – everybody was having a 
great time.  There seemed  to be  more people on the 
playing fields this year which is good  – was this thanks  
to the “free entry or did more friends of the organisers 
come to support them?    If you weren’t able to come this 
year, you missed a really great evening.   I did hear a 
whispered rumour that Karen might be tempted to give a 
repeat performance next year and I can assure you  it 
will be a performance not to be missed,  so book the fire-
works into you diaries now, you won’t be disappointed! 
 

Finally, thanks must go to the Fete Committee who, once 
again helped to pay for the fireworks.  But an enormous 
thank you must go to Karen Clayton and her team for 
taking over and who pulled everything together and made 
it all happen.   I for one thoroughly enjoyed the evening 
as did others I am sure.   I am now officially redundant 
and that is absolutely as it should be.   Well done every-
body and see you all next year. 
 

Thank you all again, Jennifer 

Thank you to everyone who came to the 

Fireworks Night and to those who helped 

whether they were on the rota or just 

stepped up on the night - you know who 

you are! 
 

As a result of your efforts, everyone enjoyed another great com-

munity event and we made over £600 for the Playing Fields Asso-

ciation and £130 for the School on the Teas & Coffees. 
 

The funds for the fireworks are allocated from the money raised by 

the village at the Fete and it seemed fitting that this free fireworks 

party enabled us to celebrate everyone’s efforts throughout the 

year! 

After a successful first year of the Matinee Cinema, the Sunshine 

Club will be continuing their programme in 2016, kicking off on 

Monday 25th January with Show Boat starring Kathryn Grayson, 

Howard Keel and Ava Gardner.   

The ‘Sunshine Experience’ can be 

recommended, especially on a cold 

January day!   

We invite you to come and enjoy 

your favourite musicals in a friendly 

atmosphere with comfortable uphol-

stered chairs.   The tickets priced at 

£5 (£4conc) include tea and home-

made cake served at the interval. 

Performances are at The Bernard 

Hall at 1.30pm with doors opening at 

1pm.  

Show Boat tickets will be available 

from 1st January from Liz on 01844 

299 150. 
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The business was followed by 

Roy Collis, Deputy Lieuten-

ant of Buckinghamshire with 

a talk titled "What does a 

Deputy Lieutenant do?". 
 

Roy gave a very enlightening talk starting 

with an explanation of the  Lord Lieutenants 

and their deputies.  They are the Queen's 

Representatives in the county concerned, 

originally appointed to collect an army 

whenever needed as at that time there was 

no national army.  They no longer do this, 

but are responsible for organising events in 

the county involving Royalty.  As Royalty 

nowadays will be involved in events in sever-

al adjoining counties on the same visit, their 

work involves liaising with their counter-

parts in neighbouring counties.  All of this 

work is very detailed and precise.  Each 

Lord Lieutenant can have as many Deputies 

as he/she wishes and the deputies have no 

definite length of service, but do have to re-

tire at 75 years old.  Apart from Royalty vis-

its the deputies undertake numerous tasks 

within the county, many concerning people 

and the work they do in the community 

(unsung heroes).  It was apparent that it is 

up to the individual Deputy Lieutenant what 

work they undertake and how much they do. 
 

 

Village Voice is published by the Cuddington Parochial Church Council as a service to the community. 
Editorial Team: Helen Keeping - 291635 or wichertcot@btinternet.com; Chris Blumer - 290647 or chrisblumer@blumer.co.uk ; 

Karen Clayton  - 290404 or info@porkandginger.co.uk  
 

For advertising, please contact: Karen Clayton 

Whilst not many of us live in a thatched cottage, most of us 

follow the popular gardening style “Cottage Gardening”. This 

was the topic chosen for the meeting of the Gardening Club in 

November and it attracted a really good turnout of 40 members 

and guests. Our speaker, Brian Fisher, set the scene with an idyllic picture of 

a Victorian garden in front of a thatched cottage with mother and child, a 

sleepy cat and ducks on a front path with herbaceous plants on either side 

backed by hollyhocks.  
 

Today this theme has developed into a relaxed and informal space, with typi-

cal features such as a picket fence, a rose trellis, honeysuckle over the front 

door; brick or stone pathways with an edging and quiet seating areas. The 

garden can be adorned with “period pieces” such as an old mangle, statues, a 

wooden wheelbarrow filled with plants, a lead pump, a cartwheel and an old 

sink filled with alpines. Flowering plants, both perennial and annuals are 

used with many favourites: aquilegias, foxgloves, Canterbury bells, asters, 

nigella, cornflowers, cosmos, sweet peas and so on. If space permits, there will be fruit trees and a vegetable plot. 
 

Our next event is a Christmas Cream Tea with an opportunity for browsing for gifts at Waterperry Gardens on Monday 7th 

December at 2.30 pm. If you would like to join us please get in touch with Gilly Cottman on 292650. 
 

The Gardening Club Committee led by Rosemary Bradbury has now taken responsibility for the Best Kept Village bed on the 

Upper Green together with the large tubs outside the Bernard Hall. These have been planted up with plants and bulbs that will 

give interest and colour throughout the winter. 
 

The Annual Social Evening will take place on Monday 11th January, 2016 in the playing field clubhouse at 7.30 pm. There 

will be a welcome drink, a finger buffet, a presentation of the Highlights of 2015 and a fun quiz. The cost will be £5 for mem-

bers, £6 for visitors and guests. The new membership year commences in January and if you would to know more about the 

Gardening Club please contact Elsie on 290768. 

Cottage Garden tended by John & Elaine Moore at  the 

back of Cuddington Stores 

Many of you have heard me talk about the Utugi 
Project and how through it we have built a home 
for street boys in central Kenya, about 80 miles 
north of Nairobi. This home houses 58 boys from 
the street, or other very poor circumstances, and 
provides them with an education either on site or at local schools. It is run by a 
management committee appointed by the local diocese. The boys receive lov-
ing care from the staff, who have developed a very caring ethos throughout the 
home. You all had the opportunity to read about it on the Benefice Newsletter 
in May, when I wrote about our recent visit and the building of a second storey 
on the dormitory. This is now almost ready for occupation, when it will house a 
further 38 boys in cubicles for 4. The extra boys will need more sponsors and 
we will be urgently seeking these as soon as the boys are admitted. In fact, 
there are already 4 boys without, as their sponsors have been unable to contin-
ue. We currently ask sponsors to give £20 a month, though £25 is a more realis-
tic figure, to pay for their keep, the running costs of the home and for primary 
education, where tuition is free. Sponsorship is usually paid by bankers order 
directly into the account. I would be very interested to hear of anyone interested 
in sponsoring one of the boys. 
 

With the extra boys more staff will be needed to care for them, so our current 
project is to raise £26,000 to build the second storey on the staff flats. We could 
only afford to build 2 flats in 2013, though the stairs were incorporated in antic-
ipation of the second storey (see photograph). As this is our only unfinished 
building on the site, and we will be taking our last working party out in Decem-
ber 2016, we are keen to raise the funds by then. We already have £18,000, 
including 2 donations from charitable trusts, so are hopeful of achieving this 
target through fund raising and donations. In addition to the home the diocese is 
building a school on site and currently have 6 classes of pre-school to Class 4. 
The younger boys attend this along with fee paying children from the commu-
nity. All the furniture is made in the carpentry workshop on site, which pro-
vides free carpentry training for older boys from very poor backgrounds. 

Sarah Wood  
  

(For further information please contact on 01844 290214, 
email sarah.wood@care4free.net) 

mailto:sarah.wood@care4free.net
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In the last Village Voice there was an excellent article on the 
Organ/Piano Recital by Sam Baker, which appeared very soon 
after the concert, and gave a good revue of a recent event. How-
ever further news is now available, which covers the following. 
Firstly the final receipts are now known. The splendid amount of 
£1,554 was sent off to the Motor Neurone Association. 
Secondly Sam Baker is planning to provide a full score of both 
the music and the sonnets of A Cuddington Suite, written by our 
own Nigel Phillips, and present it to the village. 
Thirdly Sam has very kindly offered to return in a year’s time to 
present another concert for the same cause but this time he hopes 
to give a piano, organ and soprano recital. 
 

The concert was a great success and thanks are due to all who 
supported the enterprise from the performers, Sam Baker and 
Nigel Phillips, to the excellent catering team and to all who gave 
their time and expertise to make a very enjoyable evening. 

It was in the summer of 2008 that the Village War Memorial was  restored to its former glory. It was 

built to commemorate the lives of Cuddington men who fought and died during the First World War 

and was inaugurated in 1920 when many many villagers all joined together to remember the village 

dead.  In 1972 the name of Brian Hope who died in Northern Ireland was added. 
 

For many years, Cuddington’s Remembrance Service was held in St. Nicholas Church in the even-

ing on Remembrance Sunday.      However, in 2012, the British Legion  no longer attended the Ser-

vice and it was decided to hold the service at 10 am in church, with the Act of Remembrance taking 

place at the war memorial in the graveyard, the first time since it had been restored.  The service was 

a great success with quite a number of people from the village coming to take part in the Act of Re-

membrance. For the last four years, the weather has been kind and the Act of Remembrance has con-

tinued to take place at our War Memorial.  
 

This year Freddy Goodson joined the Chairman of the Parish Council at the war memorial and  took 

part in some of the readings, and laid a wreath on behalf of the children from the village. They were 

joined by Andrew Muir, Lt. Commander, RN who lives in Cuddington and also laid a wreath commemorating members of our 

armed forces who have given their lives in conflicts past and present. After the 

wreath laying,  all the children  at the service went forward to planted a poppy 

cross. This is  always a very moving service, but particularly so because of the 

Act of Remembrance  again taking place at our own War Memorial. The day 

before,  Freddy and his mother came with me and we stood quietly at the grave 

of  Fl. Lieut Charles Ridout  whom we all read about in the November Village 

Voice, and Freddy planted a poppy cross in his honour .    
 

For the last two years,  we have remembered all the men from the village who 

died during the First World War, not just those whose names are engraved on 

the war memorial.    
 

The  names of the  following men are not, as yet, engraved on our war memo-

rial but their names are recorded in a list in church : 
  

 Reginald Nicholson who was drowned   -  Private A. Watson,  Royal Marines  -  Fred Watson,  

               Killed in action  -  P. Watson,  Royal Field Artillery   and  Ted Weedon, killed in action 
  

If anyone thinks they might have  information to help me identify these men more fully,  I would be very grateful  if you would  

get in touch with me,  Jennifer Schram de Jong  -  Tel: 291501 or jschramdejong@yahoo.co.uk      
 

The money raised in the village from the Poppy Appeal this year is as follows : 

 

 House to House     £606.04  

 Businesses   £  93.77 

 C&D School   £161.28  

 Parish Council  £  60.00 

 St. Nicholas  

 Remembrance Service £204.91 

     £1,126.80 
 

Some people in the village very kindly completed gift aid forms with their donations adding an extra £32.50 to our total.  This 

year it will hopefully be more.   A big thank you to all the poppy collectors and to all of you who gave so generously to  such a 

worthy and necessary cause.   Thank you,  Jennifer Schram de Jong 

Christmas Eve Soup Lunches 

Thursday 24 December, 

12-1.30pm 

Baptist Schoolroom, Haddenham 

Come and enjoy a delicious home-made soup 
and fresh bread 

 

Burns Night Ceilidh with ‘Broadband’ 

Friday 22 January, 7.45-11.15pm 

Haddenham Village Hall 

Tickets £10 in advance, £12 on the door 
BYO food, snacks and drinks 

Contact Wendy (291627) or Mary (292363)    

mailto:jschramdejong@yahoo.co.uk
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There’s something for everyone in the Village Picture House programme in the run-up to Christmas.  On Tuesday 8th December 

we present Jane Eyre: Charlotte Brontë’s story of the trailblazing heroine is as inspiring as ever in this new production, broad-

cast live from the National Theatre.  From her beginnings as a destitute orphan, Jane Eyre’s spirited heroine faces life’s obsta-

cles head-on, surviving poverty, injustice and the discovery of bitter betrayal before taking the ultimate decision to follow her 

heart.  “Enchanting.  Magnificent.  Theatre at its most imaginative,” says The Daily Mail.  “Aflame with passion.  A picture of 

exultant feminism,” says The Observer. 

 

On the afternoon of Thursday 17th we’ll be showing Minions, our Kids’ Club movie to mark the start 

of the school holidays.  Minions Kevin, Stuart and Bob embark on a thrilling challenge: to save all 

Minionkind from annihilation.  Sandra Bullock stars as the voice of Scarlet Overkill, the world’s first 

ever female super-villain. 

 

Then on Monday 21st our Christmas film will be Cinderella, the new, live-action version of the tradi-

tional fairy tale starring Lily James, Cate Blanchett, Richard Madden and Helena Bonham Carter.  

After her father dies, young Ella finds herself at the mercy of her cruel stepmother and stepsisters.  

The refuse to let her go to the Palace Ball – until help arrives in the form of a kindly beggar woman 

with a magic touch…  “Plenty to like, and a little to love…  Visually, a timeless treat,” says The 

Guardian.  “Spirited, genuinely funny and played to the hilt by an excellent cast,” says Empire. 

 

 

On the afternoon of Thursday 24th there’s another chance to see Judi Dench and Kenneth 

Branagh starring in The Winter’s Tale, Shakespeare’s timeless tragicomedy of obsession and 

redemption.  King Leontes appears to have everything: power, wealth, a loving family and 

friends.  But sexual jealousy sets in motion a chain of events with tragic consequences...  An 

encore screening, shown as live from London’s Garrick Theatre.  “This production is magi-

cal.  It is hard to imagine the play more movingly performed.  It’s a gift to eye and heart,” 

says The Observer.  “The luminous Judi Dench gives a Shakespearean masterclass in Ken-

neth Branagh’s winter wonder,” says The Mail on Sunday. 

 

Our first film of the New Year, on 14th January, is Some Like It Hot, the 1959 Oscar and 

BAFTA-winning comedy starring Marilyn Monroe, Tony Curtis and Jack Lemmon.  When 

two Chicago musicians accidentally witness a gangland shooting they board a train to Flori-

da, disguised as members of an all-girl jazz band.  Mayhem ensues as the two men try to 

keep their true identities hidden. 

 

On 28th January, National Theatre Live brings us the 

Donmar Warehouse’s highly anticipated new pro-

duction of Les Liaisons Dangereuses, broadcast live 

from the Donmar’s London home.  In 1782, Choderlos de Laclos’ novel of sex, intrigue 

and betrayal in pre-revolutionary France scandalised the world.  Former lovers, the Mar-

quise de Merteuil and Vicomte de Valmont now compete in games of seduction and 

revenge. 

 

Looking ahead to February, we’ll be bringing you the latest Mission: Impossible, the 

critically acclaimed film Birdman and the National Theatre Live screening of Shake-

speare’s comedy As You Like It. 

 

Visit the web page for more details of all features: www.cuddingtonvillage.com/

cinema 
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Over 30 children from Cuddington and beyond enjoyed a Light Party at St Nicholas church on 

31st October. The lights were dimmed and the fairy lights were twinkling as they played glow 

stick party games. After a pizza party tea, the children were challenged to think about Jesus as 

light and how he can bring us out of any darkness. Then, off they went into the churchyard to 

play hunt the buckets of sweets with only their torch to help them, and back inside for guess 

whose shadow that is dancing behind the sheet. There was much excitement going home with a 

party bag full of sweets. 
 

Those who ventured further afield in the search for even more sweets 

found that the residents of Frog Lane had, again, put on an amazing show 

of lights, smoke and fancy dress outfits. Elaborately carved pumpkins were to be seen in windows and 

on top of walls around Cuddington and the children enjoyed the opportunity to dress up and walk around 

the village with their parents before going home to share out the sweets! 

Haddenham Community 

Vehicle (HCV) is a charita-

ble organisation to help 

those who are disabled or 

housebound and need 

transport for social or med-

ical trips. It operates a VW 

Caddy car, adapted to take 

wheelchairs. Having volun-

teer drivers keeps costs at a 

minimum for the user.  

Anyone requiring the service should phone the Co-ordinator, Mrs 

Sue Brigham, on 07495366779. 

The History behind the HCV 

This project arose out of an incident whilst transporting a friend 

with MS to Physiotherapy. As his condition deteriorated, the 

strength in his legs was insufficient to enable him to stand. In the 

process of transferring to my car, I was unable to stop him sliding 

out of my hands. I realised at this point that his transportation in 

the future would have to be whilst still in his wheelchair.  

From my viewpoint as a retired GP in the village, I knew there 

were others that were wheelchair bound and probably faced the 

same issues in transport. It became clear that to find a vehicle only 

for one person when others could benefit too would be a waste of 

resources.  

An initial gathering of interested parties demonstrated that there 

was immediate support for the idea from sufferers, carers and local 

authority officials. This led me to Community Impact Bucks (CIB), 

a charitable organisation that has funding from the local council to 

support new ventures with resources in information and training as 

well as helping to find funding. It was clear too that to do this 

properly would require a committee, a community bank account 

and a lot of organisation.  

By November 2014, a committee was formed comprising myself 

(chair), Peter Quilleash (business), David Hammond (fund rais-

ing), Neil Dury (Stats), Keith Linger (Treasurer), Jean Watson 

(experienced vehicle user), Jacky Keates (banking) and Sarah 

Warren (secretary). One of the project’s most notable features is 

the committee’s enthusiasm and the everyone’s support.  

Over the next few months, with some oversight from CIB, docu-

mentation about the need for the vehicle, project planning, opening 

a community bank account, and beginning to seek funding took 

place. Now in October 2015, with funding applications successful, 

we have a vehicle on the road.  

But this is just the end of the beginning!! 

Hugh Stradling 

Pull together a team of eight of your braini-

est friends and family to test your skills at 

our Quiz night! 

 

Saturday 23rd January, 7.30pm in the Bernard Hall 
 

Tickets: £10 a head to include Supper and Licensed Bar 

 

Please see advertising and website for more details. 

We currently have an ancestry course running at 
the library with Dr Eve McLaughlin. There are the 
following sessions in December, and January 
 

Thursday 3
rd

  December 2-3:30pm – Ancestors in 
the Censuses 
Thursday 14

th
 January 2-3:30pm – Finding Births 

and Deaths and Using Family search. 
 

We continue to run Lego club and craft sessions 
every Saturday morning from 10am, and Story 
time every Tuesday at 2:30pm 
 

Our opening hours over Christmas are: 
 

Monday 21
st
 Dec CLOSED 

Tuesday 22
nd

 9am-5pm 
Wednesday 23

rd
 CLOSED 

Thursday 24
th
 (Christmas Eve) 9am – 1pm 

Friday 25
th
 (Christmas Day) CLOSED 

Saturday 26
th
 (Boxing Day) CLOSED 

Sunday 27
th
 CLOSED 

Monday 28
th
 CLOSED 

Tuesday 29
th
 9am-5pm 

Wednesday 30
th
 CLOSED 

Thursday 31
st
 9am-4pm 

Friday 1
st
 January CLOSED 

Saturday 2
nd

 January 9am-1pm 
 

www.haddenhamcommunitylibrary.org.uk 
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Friday 18th  Dec - Recycling and Food Waste Bin 

Tuesday 29th Dec - Waste & Food Waste 

Monday 4th Jan - Recycling and Food Waste Bin 

Friday 8th Jan - Waste & Food Waste 
 

Monday 1st Feb - Brown Bins 
 

The Household Waste and Recycling Centre in Rabans Lane is 

open 7 days a week 9am-5pm except Christmas Day, Boxing 

Day and New Years Day. 

Budding entrepreneurs, The Two 

Red Heads chose Cuddington’s 

Xmas Fayre on Saturday 21st No-

vember to launch their new range 

of products! 
 

Delicious Chocolate Orange yo-

gurt, rich butter shortbread and 

gluten free biscuits soon sold out 

and customers were impressed 

with their designs for posters and 

leaflets.  
 

In future series of Dragon’s Den, remember you saw them 

here first! 

Emily Clayton &  

Francesca Shaw 

Many villagers and customers of the shop view John & 

Elaine as owners of a local business but as tributes from 

clubs and organisations within the village show, they really 

did embrace village life…. 

 

“John and Elaine have been enthusiastic members of the 

Gardening Club, joining shortly after moving to the village. 

Having worked very hard to restore their garden behind the 

shop, they kindly opened it for us as part of our 

“Cuddington Back Gardens” afternoon in June 2014 (see 

photograph in the GC report on page 5). John also com-

piled a quiz evening for us which was most enjoyable and 

he also came runner-up in the annual “Single Stem from 

your Garden” competition in September 2014. 

We will miss their support and contribution, but we wish 

them every success for the future.” 

 

“Everyone in the village has benefited from the transfor-

mation of Cuddington Stores by John & Elaine – how we 

will miss those pies! 

Beyond this, they wanted very much to get involved and be a part of the village community, none more so than helping to 

develop the success of the Fete. 

When I was asked to become Chairman of the Fete in 2013 one concern was that although I had lived in the village for 6 

years, work commitments and extensive travel meant that few in the village would know who I was. 

John stepped up to join the Committee with a vow to provide a conduit as everyone knew him via the shop – he also knew 

everyone that I didn’t!.  

This proved invaluable beyond measure as, supported by Elaine, we now had a communication channel for donations, infor-

mation, volunteering, question answering, new ideas, a source of raffle and auction prizes via shop suppliers and so much 

more. 

The successes of the 2013 & 2014 Fetes would not have been achieved without this support. 

Personally I would like to thank John & Elaine for developing a shop we can be proud of and all the support during my ten-

ure as Fete Chairman.”              Jeremy Galpin 

 

 

“John was one of the founder committee members of the Village Picture House 

and threw himself into the project with gusto.  The successful management of ticket 

sales has been essential for  us and a minor miracle of organisation. The fast, effi-

cient, cheerful and licensed bar service for every show has been key to making our 

events such fun to attend.  We are enormously grateful to John and Elaine for their 

contribution and wish them every success in their next venture.”   

  

 

The second meeting of the Traffic Group took place on 23rd No-

vember. There had been a number of areas investigated for fur-

ther work: 

 Trial speed limit reduction in Askett, contact has been made 

with their Parish Council to understand if Cuddington can 

implement a similar plan without incurring a need for street 

lighting. 

 Implementation of weight restriction and warnings is being 

investigated to see if HGV’s can be deterred from using the 

village as a cut-through. 

 Sourcing of wheelie bin stickers for the main roads to remind 

motorists of speeds on collection days. 

 Review of previous surveys and reports from 2002 and ob-

tain costs to re-run the speed surveys for comparison. 

 Improving pedestrian route to King’s Cross Bus Stop for 280 

bus at the Haddenham crossroads through white line mark-

ings and maintaining refuge areas. 

 

The Traffic Action Group is a sub-committee of the Parish Coun-

cil. The village website will be updated with the initiatives and 

areas of work in due course. 

Markus Bolton thanking John & Elaine at 

their last Village Picture House Show 
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It was pretty well standing room only at the Club House on 25th November as some 100 or 

so villagers and customers from outside the village gathered to say good-bye and thank you 

to John and Elaine. 
 

As most readers will know by now, largely as a result of Elaine’s fall and their wish to be 

closer to their grandchildren, John and Elaine have decided to make the move back to the 

south coast. In his speech John said that it was with much regret and heavy hearts that they 

did so and that they had thoroughly enjoyed their 5 years in Cuddington. They were very 

grateful for the support that they had received from the beginning and were delighted that 

Cuddington had lived up to their hopes and expectations of being an attractive and appeal-

ing village community, having done much research before buying the business here. John 

went on to admit to being a bit of a “townie” and wary of all things rural!! 
 

He referred to Elaine’s fall and how after it so many peo-

ple in the village rallied round to help – not least in taking 

Harris and Skye out for dog walks, something that one or two have continued to do! 
 

John assured everyone that the shop and Post Office will be in good hands and urged them to 

support Jeyan and Sugi in every way they could. Jeyan and Sugi have been running the shop 

in Chearsley so already know the area and indeed there are many customers who already come 

from Chearsley to use the post Office. 
 

In replying to John’s words, Ken Birkby spoke for everyone present, and indeed many who 

hadn’t been able to make it, in saying that the community owed them a huge debt of gratitude 

for having turned the village stores around and made it such and important and integral part of 

village life. He presented them a card with over a hundred signatures and Marks & Spencer’s vouchers for £370. He acknowl-

edged and thanked Karen Clayton for all her efforts in making the arrangements and organising so many people to contribute to 

an excellent array of eats for the evening. 
 

It was mentioned by several people towards the end of the evening this was one of the best gatherings of people in the commu-

nity that they could remember but such a shame it was for an event we wished was not happening. 

Visitors were already queuing at the door to the Bernard Hall before 2pm on Saturday 21st 

November and with Santa’s grotto, Christmas music, tinsel and a Christmas Tree - what a 

lot there was to get us in the festive mood! 
 

Father Christmas listened to the children’s requests for presents and asked them to prom-

ise to be good! Several stalls were being run to raise money for village amenities or one of 

their chosen good causes. 
 

Raffles, tombolas, games and music entertained us and the delicious tea and cakes re-

freshed us. It was another great Cuddington event, organised by Rosemary Bradbury and 

her team of well-practised helpers! Thank you! 
 

 
 

 
Annabelle Potts with Father Christmas 

Lizzie Clayton on the Sweetie 

Tombola (above) 

 

Angela Wenham and Laura 

Ewers  (right) serving tea and 

cake! 

A packed hall and a busy stall! 
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Ring out the old, ring in the 
new, 
Ring, happy bells, across the 
snow: 
The year is going, let him go; 
Ring out the false, ring in the 
true. 
 
Alfred, Lord Tennyson 

Cuddington’s Weather: October 2015 
The overall mean temperature for October was 10.9°C 
(52°F), exactly the same as October’s long term aver-
age. The previous two Octobers were warmer at 12.5°C 
(55°F) and 12.1°C (54°F) respectively.  
 

Maximum daytime air temperature in October averaged 
14.4°C (58°F); the long term average is 14.7°C (59°F).  
 

Night time air minimum temperature averaged 7.4°C 
(45.3°F); the long term average is 7.2°C (45.0°F).  
 

The highest day time air maxima occurred on the 1st 
(17.9° C, 64°F). The lowest day time max occurred on 
the 25th (10.7°C, 51°F). 
 

The highest night time air minima occurred on the 6th 
(13.8°C, 57°F) and the lowest on the 25th (0.5°C, 33°
F). The lowest temperature just above the grass tips 
also occurred at this time with minus 3.0°C (27°F). 
 

Bright sunshine was limited, totalling 75.06 hours – the 
long term average is 111 hours. 
 

It was a dry month with a total of 39.1 mm (1.54 in); 
the average is 73.9 mm (2.91 in). It was our driest Oc-
tober since 2011 with 26.4 mm (1.04 in). 

Sky Notes 

A strange celestial phenomenon occurs near the end of 

each year – you may have noticed it previously. You 

may have asked why is it that after the winter solstice 

(shortest day), which occurs on either the 21st or 22nd 

December (22nd this year), that the mornings continue 

to get darker. It appears odd since the time of sunset 

after Christmas becomes noticeable later, why don’t the 

mornings start getting lighter earlier after the shortest 

day? Astronomers realised long ago that as a conse-

quence of the earth’s varying velocity about the sun and 

axial tilt makes measuring the exact length of a day 

using the position of the sun in the sky as a reference 

point impracticable; the exact length of day varies, al-

beit slightly, depending on the time of year. During the 

19th century this problem led directly to the creation of 

an average time called mean solar time, better known as 

Greenwich Mean Time (GMT), where the day length is 

taken as being exactly 24 hours long what ever time of 

year. 
 

The original question can now be answered. It is simply 

that at the time of the winter solstice the true day length 

is 24 hours and 29.9 seconds long - successive sun rises 

are separated by this amount of time and not 24 hours 

which you might expect by looking at a watch or clock. 

This means that on successive mornings the sun will 

appear to rise about 30 seconds later each day accord-

ing to a clock but this is, as we’ve seen, only because a 

clock measures a slightly shorter day length of 24 

hours.  

 

Sean Clarke 

 

December       

Sunday 6th 3.00pm  Christingle Service in church 

Monday 7th 2.30 pm   Gardening Club, Cream Tea at Water

    perry Gardens 

Tuesday 8th 7.00pm  Jane Eyre, NTLive 

Wednesday 9th 2.00pm   Sunshine Club, Bring & Buy, Tyring

    ham Hall 

Sunday 13th 10.00am  Family Nativity & Gift Service, St  

    Nicholas Church 

Monday 14th 12.30pm Sunshine Club Christmas Party, Ber

    nard Hall 

Monday 14th 7.30 pm Parish Council Meeting 

Tuesday 15th  6.30pm Christmas in the Club 

Thursday 17th 1.15pm End of Term - School 

Thursday 17th 2.00pm Minions, Kids Club Cinema 

Sunday 20th 4.00pm  Methodist Church, Festive refreshments 

Sunday 20th 5.30pm  Methodist Church, Carol Service 

Monday 21st 8.00pm  Cinderella, Village Picture House 

Tuesday 22nd  6.00pm Carol Singing around the village 

Thursday 24th 7.00pm Carols by Candlelight, St Nicholas 

    Church 

Friday 25th 8.00am  Communion Service (Spoken), St Nich

    olas Church 

Sunday 27th 10.00am  Final Haddenham All Churches Com

    munion Service, St Nicholas Church 

Thursday 31st  7.00pm New Year’s Eve Party, Playing Fields 

    Clubhouse 
 

January 

Monday 4th  2.00pm  Sunshine Club, Playing Fields Club

    house 

Tuesday 5th  9.00am Start of Term, School 

Monday 11th 7.30pm  Parish Council Meeting, Infant Site 

    School Hall 

Monday 11th 7.30pm  Gardening Club, Annual Social Evening 

Thursday 14th 8.00pm Some Like It Hot, Village Picture House 

Monday 18th 2.00pm  Sunshine Club, Playing Fields Club 

    House 

Saturday 23rd 7.30pm CPFA Quiz Night, Bernard Hall 

Monday 25th 1.30pm  Show Boat, Sunshine Club Matinee, 

    Bernard Hall 

Thursday 28th 7.00pm Les Liaisons Dangereuses - NT Live, 

    Village Picture House 
 

February 
Monday 1st 2.00pm  Sunshine Club, Playing Fields Club

    house 

Thursday 4th 8.00pm Mission Impossible, Village Picture 

    House  

Saturday 6th TBC  Utugi Quiz Night, Haddenham Youth 

    Centre 

Saturday 25th    Parish Supper, Bernard Hall 
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Services at St. Nicholas 
(Churchwardens: Graham Carr 290000 and James Stonham  292221) 

December 2015 
  
6th 10.00 am   HOLY COMMUNION 
  A modern Communion Service with hymns. The chil 
  dren go to “Sunday Special” for part of the service 
  

13th 10.00 am   FAMILY SERVICE  - NATIVITY & TOY DONATION 
  A service for all ages, including lively hymns, with the  
  involvement of young musicians and occasional dra 
  ma. 
  

20th 10.00 am   HOLY COMMUNION 
   A less formal modern Communion Service with   
  hymns. 
    

24th 7.00 pm   CAROLS BY CANDLELIGHT 
 
25th 8.00 am   CHRISTMAS DAY HOLY COMMUNION 
 
 10.00 am CHRISTMAS DAY FAMILY CAROL SERVICE 
   

27th 10.00 am  BENEFICE COMMUNION SERVICE 
     A service of worship and the word, with a mixture of 
   traditional and modern hymns. The children go   
  straight to Chattabox and the Grid in the Bernard Hall  
  at 9.50 a.m.  
    

For services in January please see Church noticeboard. 
 

There is a service at 5.30 pm every Sunday evening at Cuddington 
Methodist Chapel. 

“So let battle commence!”.... or rather the Inspector, Mr Peter Millman, took his seat 

in the Bernard Hall at 10.00am on Wednesday morning, 25th November and an-

nounced the start of the Inquiry.  After setting out the order for the day’s proceedings, 

the barrister acting on behalf of Buckinghamshire County Council, Miss Heather Em-

merson, called in turn twelve witnesses from Cuddington and Nether Winchendon who 

were all questioned first by her and then cross-questioned by Mr George Laurence, QC 

who was acting on behalf of Mr Spencer-Bernard.  It was pretty scary stuff for most of 

us, but we all did our best and tried not to be too intimidated by the charming but ex-

tremely professional Mr Laurence.  Mr Robin Carr, an expert in matters relating to 

footpaths, then gave his evidence on behalf of BCC and was also questioned by both 

barristers.  The action then moved to the opposing side: Mr Spencer-Bernard was 

called to answer questions put to him by Mr Laurence, and then spent some considera-

ble time replying to questions from Miss Emmerson. 
 

Half-way through the afternoon it became apparent that it was not going to be possible 

to complete the Inquiry in one day, although the Inspector wished to  hear all witness-

es before he called a halt to proceedings.  This meant that the submissions by both 

barristers would have to be presented at a second hearing, possibly in London and with 

only the three main protagonists in attendance.  This led to cries of “Magna Carta!” 

from two of our residents, who suggested that it was only right that the second hearing 

should take place in the village: Mr Millman, impressed by their knowledge, agreed, 

and so we will all come together once again on Monday, 1st February 2016 to hear 

both barristers’ submissions.  But still we must wait: the Inspector is unlikely to reach 

a ruling for another month or two, and that will be a final decision whichever way it 

goes. 
 

The Inquiry was adjourned at 6.40pm, and thanks must go to all witnesses and to those 

residents of Cuddington and Nether Winchendon who came to support us – some of 

whom were there from beginning to end. It was a very long day, but how lucky we 

were to be able to wander up to the Playing Fields Clubhouse for the wonderful party 

for John and Elaine which was an excellent way to relax and restore our spirits. 

 

Angela Sanderson 

Donkey Meadow 

As we come to the end of another term, we are look-

ing forward to celebrating Christmas at our infant 

nativity and junior Carol Service. The whole school 

will also join together for a Christmas Collective 

Worship and on the last day, there will be parties on 

both sites, a Christmas quiz for the juniors and a pup-

pet show for the infants. It’s all go!  
 

We are pleased to have been able to raise money for 

a number of good causes this term, including The 

Finley Newell Mobility Fund, GOSH Gastric Unit, 

Children in Need and the Syrian Refugee Crisis. The 

children have continued to make us proud in all that 

they do and achieve, be it on the sports field, in the 

classroom, musically or just by being kind and re-

sponsible human beings, sensitive to the world 

around them.  
 

We wish you all a very happy Christmas and send 

best wishes for 2016. 
 

All the staff and children at CDS 


