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October 
2015 

 
VOLUME EIGHTEEN 

  10 October:   Harvest Supper 7.15pm for 7.30pm - Bernard Hall 

 

  (Gifts for decorating the church should be brought to the church by  

  10.30 a.m., on Saturday 10 October) 

 

  11 October:   10am Harvest Service 

     12pm Bring and Share Lunch 

  13 October:   Harvest Coffee Morning.  10.30-12noon  

     You are invited to come to St. Nicholas Church for a cup of tea or coffee and to 

     buy some of the Harvest gifts. 

 

Cuddington was presented with the Morris Cup award for The Best Kept 

Village and the Savills Trophy for the community award on the Village 

Green. The Lord Lieutenant, Sir Henry Aubrey-Fletcher, presented the 

awards assisted by Richard Pushman, Competition Chairman, and Parish 

Councillor, Ken Brown.  
 

Sir Aubrey-Fletcher and Richard Pushman praised Cuddington for being 

awarded “The Best Kept Village” for the seventeenth time since 1978.  

There were 62 entries this year.  They specifically praised Jim Hayward 

who had been such a key figure in the community every year.  Jim would 

enter Cuddington into the Best Kept Village Competition and he was in-

strumental in keeping the village spick and span so that it had a good 

chance of winning.  
 

As we know Jim died just a month ago and the Morris Cup was received by Harry Mitchell, his grandson.  Jim loved the village 

and he will be sadly missed.  For some time now he had been a judge on The Best Kept Village Committee.  And it has been 

quickly pointed out that he was not allowed to judge Cuddington! 
 

The Savills Trophy was received by Chris Blumer, who in addition to being on the editorial team for “Village Voice” is also the 

Administrator for the Village Picture House.  The Trophy is in recognition of Cuddington’s excellent community spirit and spe-

cifically for the Picture House which has been such a recent success, bringing not just great films but live theatre from London 

and elsewhere to Cuddington.   
 

This is a village with a true heart which puts its community first.  It has many clubs and associations, Youth Drama Group, 

Women’s Institute, Gardening Club, Bell Ringers, and various sports clubs, just to mention a few.  The community is well sup-

ported by not only Village Voice but its website and much activity in the Bernard Hall.  
 

The afternoon concluded with a classic Cuddington cup of tea and a slice of cake in the Bernard Hall for the presentation party 

and many villagers who attended the event. 

Ken Brown 
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 Thought for the Month 

It’s thirty happy years this month since Caroline and I bought our house in 

Cuddington. I cannot remember how many times the village has won the 

Best Kept Village competition;  last month it was good  to have an award 

ceremony on Upper Green particularly so soon after the passing of Jim 

Hayward who was instrumental in this and contributed so much to village 

life.  How would we have scored if the competition was for the Best Vil-

lage Community? 
 

I am not the best at noticing what those around me are going through or 

doing for others, but  I hear of many examples of kind people who, often 

unobtrusively, care and support each other and contribute to the life of the 

village. Perhaps that is why so many are happy here. 
 

During the autumn on Sunday mornings in church we are thinking about what makes good communities, 

not just locally but more generally as we all belong to several. Jesus calls us to grow communities where 

there is justice, the sick and poor are cared for, and love of God is at the heart of all we do. One important 

characteristic of good communities is that members have a sense of worth, are valued and treated as 

equals, and feel they are listened to.  
 

It is good to consider what we can do to improve communities, and what policies from the various political 

parties might help achieve this.  
 

James Stonham, Churchwarden 

  

P.S. I hope you all enjoyed the special peal on the bells on Saturday 12th September to celebrate the Queen 

becoming the longest serving monarch.  

 

Cuddington Church Harvest Celebrations 

Cuddington Family Harvest  
Supper 

Saturday 10th October  
7.15 for 7.30pm   

In the Bernard Hall. 
 

Tickets from Myles Saker 291825 

Adults £7.50 
Concessions £5.00 

Family Ticket £20.00  

 

There are 4 categories you can enter this year and 
a special prize available for any individual or fami-
ly entering all 4! 

Animal made out of vegetables 
Best home-made jam 
Fluffiest scones 
Most realistic gingerbread men 

Please expect your entries to be 

eaten at the lunch after the judging. 

Thank you! 

Bring & Share Lunch 
Sunday 11th October  

from 12pm in the church. 

Please join us for a meal and Harvest compe-
titions. Bring your entries to the church at 
12pm along with something to share for 
lunch: a quiche, some crisps, a loaf of bread. 
When we all get together there is a feast to 
tuck into. 

Harvest Coffee Morning 
 
You are invited to this coffee morning in 
the church on Tuesday, October 13th   
10.30 a.m.--12noon......for coffee, biscuits 
and a chance to buy fresh vegetables  and 
fruit. 
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Please support the bar at the  

Playing Fields Club House! 
 

Opening times are: 

Wednesday 8-11pm 

Friday 8-11pm 

Saturday 8-11pm 

Sunday 1-3pm 

#BleedForEngland 
Support in a way that matters - register to 
give blood. 

 

Off the pitch we need a different type of hero 

We need people to support England not only through their 
love of sport, their passion and their dedication to their na-
tional team but in a way that makes a difference. 

100,000 new donor registrations are needed in the run up 
to, and during, the world’s largest rugby tournament. 

We don’t have enough new donors coming forward to pro-
vide the right mix of blood to match patients’ needs and re-
place those who can’t donate any more. Help ensure that 
patients in the future have access to the blood they need, 
when they need it. 

Book your appointment at www.blood.co.uk  

or call 0300 1232323 

Next session Tuesday 3rd November 13.30-15.30 and 16.15-
19.30 Haddenham Village Hall 

Village Jottings 
Parish Council 
At the September Parish Council meeting, three new councillors were co-opted.  
They are Barbara Buckley, Ken Trew and Stuart Anderson. 
Barbara has previous experience of being a parish council Clerk and lives in 
Cuddington Court. 
Ken has considerable experience in landscaping, planning and environmental 
impact issues and lives on Frog Lane. 
Stuart has previously been a member of our parish council.  He has wide experi-
ence of planning issues and building and lives on Cowley Farm. 
It is hoped that we will be able to officially co-opt a councillor for the final va-
cancy, at the October meeting. 
The Council will then be at full strength, with an enthusiastic and experienced 
group of people.  All of their contact details will be posted on the village website. 
 

Local Area Forum 
Cuddington participates in the Local Area Forum (LAF) based on the Hadden-
ham area.  This forum is a collection of 15 parishes in close proximity to Had-
denham and they meet to discuss common issues every few months.  In addition 
there is a small ‘devolved’ budget of about £40,000, which comes from Bucks 
County Council.  Parishes can ‘bid’ for some of this money for specific local 
projects that fit the pre-determined LAF priorities.  Cuddington has previously 
had funding for a number of projects, such a renewing all our litter bins.  We 
have just been successful in having the repair cost of the Vehicle Activated Sign 
on Dadbrook agreed and also for a joint project with Dinton Parish Council for 
some research costs, aimed to try and effect a speed limit from Dinton cross 
roads into Cuddington. 
 

Footways 
The paths in the vicinity of The Upper Green have been resurfaced by Bucks 
County Council.  They are a great improvement.  However, the work on the foot-
way on Aylesbury Road, opposite The Crown, has resulted in the edging setts not 
being fixed satisfactorily.  This has been brought to the attention of BCC, in or-
der to remedy it. 
It should be noted that this particular footway could never be as flat and smooth 
as the others because the adjacent houses need to be protected against water cre-
ating problems with the walls and entrance doors.  

 

FêTE AGM 

Wed 14th October 

7.30pm 

Playing Fields Club 

 

Allocation of funds to 

our community groups 

and thank you drinks for 

helpers! 
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“Although he was originally a Winchendon man, I would say ‘Cuddington – that is Jim 

Hayward.’” This is how Chloe Lambert concluded her eulogy to Jim at his funeral towards 

the end of August and I am sure many of us will identify with that. 
 

On the front page of this edition of Village Voice is a report on the presentation of the Mor-

ris Cup award for 2015 for The Best Kept Village. It was most fitting that Jim’s grandson 

Harry received the award in recognition of the dedication that Jim had put into the competi-

tion over so many years. This year was the seventeenth time that Cuddington had won the 

cup - a year in which there was a record number of entries. For many of us in the village 

Jim was synonymous with the Best Kept Village award and we have been so aware of just 

how much he did around the village to ensure that we were always in the reckoning. 
 

Sir Henry Aubrey-Fletcher, the Lord Lieutenant of the County who had known Jim over 

many years through making the presentations said “He was an inspiration, very charming 

and he motivated the community with the strength of his personality, taking people with 

him and winning so many times.  He was an example of how to do it.” His dedication to the 

competition was such that some years ago he was invited to become one of the judges – a 

position he executed with great diligence, but he was not of course allowed to judge Cud-

dington! 
 

Born in Lambourne in 1931 the family moved to Nether Winchendon six years later and Jim even-

tually moved to Cuddington in 1956 with his new wife Sally. Having walked to and from the 

school in Cuddington as an eleven year old many years before, he continued his links with the 

school and was a dedicated governor for over 30 years. As a result of that, as well as his enormous 

contributions to village life as a Parish Councillor, the Governing Body of the time decided to name 

the new classroom extension which opened in 2006 “The Jim Hayward Classroom” – now a very 

fitting memorial to him. 
 

Parish Council meetings take place in the Infant site of the school here in Cuddington and Jim was 

a Parish Councillor for nearly 50 years and Chairman of the Council for half of those, an amazing 

achievement. It seems very fitting that these meetings will continue to take place just a few feet 

away from “his” classroom. 
 

Jim used to tend the hanging baskets outside the school, the tubs outside the Bernard Hall and ensured that the flower bed round 

the Best Kept Village sign on Upper Green was well planted. This all reflected on Jim’s love of gardening which he had clearly 

inherited from his father. A regular member of the Gardening Club Jim also tended plant stalls for Christian Aid Week, the Fête 

and any other opportunity that arose, and he was always on hand to give advice to his family as well as villagers and neighbours 

– a fount of knowledge! But also amongst his passions was his love of football - being an ardent Oxford United fan. 
 

He was a great family man as well as a friend to so many in the village. Married to Sally for 60 years he was the much loved 

father of Carol and Sharon and grandfather to Harry. Sally is a no mean gardener herself and the family have committed to keep 

the garden at Two Shoes well managed and I am sure that there are enough of us in the village to ensure Jim’s tireless efforts 

around the village are maintained and we will win the Morris Cup again! 

Jim in 2005 with the Morris Cup 

and Sword of Excellenmce 

 

On Saturday October 24th at 7.30pm in St Nicholas Church Cuddington 

there will be an organ and piano recital by Sam Baker, an ex Oxford sen-

ior organ scholar, in aid of the Motor Neurone Disease Association. 

The programme will include works by JS Bach, Frank Bridge, Sir Edward 

Elgar, French composers and Sam Baker amongst others. It will also fea-

ture the first performance of "A Cuddington Suite" written especially for the 

occasion. 
 

Tickets at £10 (£5 for under-sixteens) are available from Myles Saker, 

01844-291825 
 

Refreshments will be served in the interval. 

 

The Cuddington Suite is a set of 8 sonnets written by Nigel Phillips, who 

lives in the village, based on observations made during walks around the 

village and its surrounding countryside. These have been the inspiration 

for Sam Baker to compose suitable incidental music for the piano to fol-

low each sonnet. Nigel and Sam have dedicated this work to the memory 

of Jim Hayward in recognition of the tremendous work and effort Jim 

gave in the service of Cuddington over his lifetime in the village.   

This should be a memorable evening, and villagers are enthusiastically 

encouraged to participate in the event. 

Shaun Branch, became a thatcher after watching a 
TV programme. He found an apprenticeship after 
leaving school and now works in Oxfordshire and 
Bucks as a Master Thatcher, with the company of 
his Springer Spaniel, Holly. 
 

Shaun is re-thatching Greenways on the Upper 
Green, with specialist combed wheat straw from 
Devon. Around 12inches of old thatch is removed 
and around 4-5 tonnes of new thatch will be laid. 
The work will take around 8 weeks depending on 
the weather and the thatch will last around 20 
years.  
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21 children took part in this years Cuddington 1K 

challenge and they all completed the distance! The 

youngest competitor was Florence Reynolds aged 2 

and a half! The oldest competitor Louis Cumber-

batch stunned the cheering crowds by continuing on 

after crossing the one kilometre finish line and even-

tually stopping after running three kilometres in to-

tal. The water station, manned by Cilla Bligh, was very popular and Graham Carr made a 

great show of shaking hands with each child as he handed out their certificates. 

 
The event was organised by St Nicholas Church to raise money for Ngowa, the young boy in Kenya who is sponsored by the 
children of our church. The money raised at this event will pay for Ngowa’s village to have a compassion project to ensure a 
good education for the children, clean water, nutritional supplements and support for struggling families. We are still collecting 
in monies but we expect that the children will have managed to raise a staggering £200 through this event. Many thanks to eve-
ryone who helped, sponsored or took part. 

At the September meeting after the 

normal business the speaker was in-

troduced. 
 

Geoffrey Gudgion explained about 

his desire to write a book and his 

journey through school and university to employment, 

finally leaving work to write.  He then talked about the 

world of writing, the necessary agents and the com-

plexity of the publishing world.  It was an interesting 

talk with good illustrations, which promoted plenty of 

questions and discussion.  A vote of thanks was given 

by Jeanne Gordon. 
 

During August a coffee morning  hosted by Mary 

Turner raised £70.00 for Young Carers Bucks.   
 

The Produce Stall and Coffee morning on the Upper 

Green, despite the weather, raised £98.50 for local 

charities supported by the WI.   

  

The programme for the rest of this year: 
 

October 13th   Speaker:  Rob Carter   -   The Life and 

Times of Queen Victoria 
 

November 10th     Speaker:  Roy Collis   -   What does 

a deputy Lord Lieutenant do? 
 

December 8th       Annual Meeting 

The Club’s Committee were joined by several of 

the members at their Annual General Meeting, held 

in the Club House on Thursday 17th September.  

The more senior members were delighted to be 

joined by two rather younger players who have re-

cently joined the Club, and were particularly 

pleased when Toby Coleman volunteered to join the Committee.  It 

is hoped that these two will attract more younger players to the Club 

which in turn will enable us to enter the League matches once again. 
 

Sadly, Tisha Selway has resigned down from the Committee after 

many years of valuable service as she is moving away from the area.  

The Committee now comprises Charles Sanderson as Chairman, 

Stella Young as Membership Secretary, John Kirkwood and Treas-

urer.  Both Wendy Brazier and John Luckett will remain as Commit-

tee members, and will be joined by Toby Coleman and also by Sa-

rah Owen, who was elected in her absence.   
 

Chris Blumer suggested that he also attended some meetings in or-

der to form a link between the Club and Village Voice: this was 

accepted with alacrity. It was also agreed to improve our website, 

and to investigate the use of Facebook, again to see if this might 

attract more members. 

After the meeting, all enjoyed a barbecue supper and a chance for a 

social get-together.  

Angela Sanderson 

 

Village Voice is published by the Cuddington Parochial Church Council as a service to the community. 
Editorial Team: Helen Keeping - 291635 or wichertcot@btinternet.com; Chris Blumer - 290647 or chrisblumer@blumer.co.uk ; 

Karen Clayton  - 290404 or info@porkandginger.co.uk  
 

For advertising, please contact: Karen Clayton 
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I am sure I do not need to remind you  that 
November is the month of Remembrance 
and  how important the work of the Royal 

British Legion continues to be for veterans of all our armed 
forces -  young and old – together with their families.   
 

The Royal British Legion was founded to  help and support  
men returning from the horrors of the First World War, and 
in 1921  the first “Poppy Day” collection was held.   From 
that time onwards  the Legion has been there for all service 
men and women who have needed  them and for the families 
of those who lost their lives. 
 

Since the two World Wars,  there have been many conflicts 
in which so many young men and women  have fought and 
continue to fight for their Queen and country,  so that we 
may live in peace and freedom.  Too many have paid the 
ultimate price and the Legion is there to give help to their 
families.  Too many have suffered life-changing injuries, 
both physical and psychological, and the Legion offers them 
support as they try to rebuild their lives.  Through the media 
of  TV and newspapers, we have seen for ourselves  the 
bravery of all those young men and women of the armed 
forces,  struggling to rebuild their lives and put the trauma of 
war behind them. With your help, the Royal British Legion 
will carry on  its very necessary work, which will continue as 
long as the need remains. 
  

There are, of course, many other charities whose aim is to 
help the members of our armed forces,  but as Remembrance 
Day approaches,  it is to the Legion’s  Poppy Appeal  that 
our thoughts turn.    Towards the second half of October  
we will be visiting every house in the village to sell pop-
pies in aid of the work of the Royal British Legion.    So 
please try to give as generously as you can.    
 

Our Remembrance Day Service this year will be held in  
St. Nicholas Church,  Cuddington at 10.00 am on Sun-
day,  8th November.     The Act of Remembrance will 
then take place at our village War Memorial in the 
church yard just before 11 o’clock. 
 

I ask you all,  church goers and non-church goers alike,  to 
come and pay your respects to,  and give grateful thanks for,  
all those who have given their lives or have been severely 
injured in the Service of  our Queen and  Country,  and who 
have made it possible for us to continue to live our lives in 
relative peace and freedom.    
 

If you would like to know more about the British Legion, our 
village Remembrance Day Service, our poppy collection, 
and also this year  if you would like to use Gift Aid to make 
a donation to the Poppy Collection,   please contact :  
 

Jennifer Schram de Jong    Tel :  291 501 

The Gardening Club met again after the summer 

break with a talk by Chris Day from Bucking-

ham Nurseries.  He is a writer and broadcaster 

and a previous speaker at the club. He was in-

troduced by Rosemary Bradbury, standing in for Elsie Frost, 

and his topic was ‘Cut Your Own – A Guide to Flower 

Productivity in the 21st Century’. 
 

Before the talk we had the 

Club’s third ‘Single Stem’ 

competition which Chris 

judged for us.  There were 

some 15 entries with a won-

derful range of varieties and 

the winner was Elsie Frost 

with a beautiful and very 

unusual gladiolus.  It is such 

a new variety that even Chris Day had to ask what it was. The 

runner up was James Frost with a red rose stem.  Congratula-

tions to Elsie and James, very worthy winner and runner-up. ! 

(the photograph shows Rosemary and Chris Day with James 

receiving the prizes for himself and Elsie).   
 

After the judging Chris started his talk by suggesting one had 

a cutting patch in one’s garden; he also suggested planting in 

the vegetable patch in order to extend the season.  He gave us 

many suggestions of hardy annuals, biennials, half hardy an-

nuals, summer flowering bulbs, all of which were suitable for 

cutting, and he recommended varieties for cutting during all 

of the seasons – Spring, Late Spring/Early Summer, Summer 

and Winter.  
 

The next meeting of the Gardening Club is on Monday 12th 

October at 7.30 pm at the Playing Fields Club House.  The 

speaker will be John Negus, a Gardening Journalist who 

trained at Wisley and his subject, ‘The Garden in Winter’ will 

be very topical given that winter lasts 4 – 5 months;  so it is 

well worth considering how to plan ahead! 

Friends of St Mary’s, Haddenham 
5th Big Friends Quiz and Pudding Party 

Friday 9th October, 7.15-10.30pm  
Haddenham Village Hall, Quizmaster – Adrian Ripley 

 

Please bring your own drinks and glasses.  Water, nibbles and 
puddings provided. 
 

Tables of 6-8.   Book your place with Dianne (291219/ di-
annebrackley@btinternet.com) or Tricia (291607/ tri-
cia.stradling@gmail.com) by 3rd October.    
 

Payment of £8  (Friends £7) can be made on arrival but plac-
es need to be pre-booked for catering.  If you cannot make 
up your own table we can match you with others. 

What a wonderful day we had, it seems 
so long ago …  I’m already getting 
excited for the next one. We, the fete 
committee are holding our AGM 
(Annual General Meeting) at 7.30pm in 
the playing fields clubhouse on 
Wednesday the 14th October. Drinks 
available from bar opening and a free 
drink for everyone who helped with the 
fete this year. The fete is only possible because of the hard 
work of many individuals within our village and the commit-
tee wishes to thank each and every one for their generosity of 
time and talent.  
The AGM will include a short time of feedback from the fete 
chair, the distribution of cheques to local clubs and societies, 
and an opportunity for questions to be asked of the commit-
tee. Do come along to hear our news and celebrate what was 
an amazing day. 
And now for the official accounts: 
Total amount of money raised through the fete in 2015:      
£11,243.10 
Expenses associated with the fete in 2015                              
£2824.92 
Net profit for 2015                                                                    
£8,418.18  
 

Jo Goodson, Fete chair 2015, 10 Bernard Close, 01844 292958, 
m0301291@doctors.net.uk 
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Our varied autumn programme continues on 22nd October with the film Far from the Madding Crowd.  

This is a new version of the classic Thomas Hardy novel and stars Carey Mulligan as Bathsheba 

Everdene, the independent, beautiful and headstrong woman who attracts three very different suitors.  

“Carey Mulligan and the Dorset countryside are both on splendid form in this ravishing adaptation” says 

The Daily Telegraph.  “Well played, affectionately told” says The Observer.  “A sumptuously filmed 

period romance” says Vanity Fair. 

 

In complete contrast, on 29th October, we’ll be screening Queen Live at Wembley 

Stadium – the entire Saturday gig from Queen’s two sell-out shows at Wembley 

in July 1986.   This is widely acknowledged as one of the most incredible rock 

concerts ever staged and was the runaway winner in our recent poll.  A veritable 

greatest hits collection – all performed with larger-than-life gusto, boundless exu-

berance and impeccable musicianship. 

 

On Tuesday 10th November, there’s another chance to see Benedict Cumberbatch as he takes on the title 

role of Shakespeare’s great tragedy Hamlet.  This encore screening was captured by National Theatre 

Live at the Barbican.  As a country arms itself for war, a family tears itself apart.  Forced to avenge his 

father’s death but paralysed by the task ahead, Hamlet rages against the impossibility of his predicament, 

threatening both his sanity and the security of the state. 

 

On 19th November we have another National Theatre Live screening: the hit Broadway production Of Mice and Men, filmed on 

stage last year in New York.  James Franco and Chris O’Dowd star in this landmark revival of John Steinbeck’s play, a power-

ful portrait of the American spirit and a heartbreaking testament to the bonds of friendship.  “A riveting, powerful production” 

says The Independent. 

 

On Sunday 22nd November we’ll be showing the magnificent, multiple award-winning Leonard Bernstein / Stephen Sondheim 

musical West Side Story, as part of the 2015 Haddenham & District Film Festival.  West Side Story is the screen adaptation of 

Shakespeare’s romantic tragedy Romeo and Juliet, here turned into a New York gang parable set in the turbulent late 1950s.  

“Nothing short of a cinema masterpiece” said the New York Times. 

 

On 26th November, Judi Dench and Kenneth Branagh star in The Winter’s Tale, Shakespeare’s timeless tragicomedy of obses-

sion and redemption broadcast live from London’s Garrick Theatre.  King Leontes appears to have everything: power, wealth, a 

loving family and friends.  But sexual jealousy sets in motion a chain of events with tragic consequences...  

 

Visit the web page for more details of all features: www.cuddingtonvillage.com/cinema 

It was August Bank Holiday Sunday and, true to 

form, the skies were grey as the gazebos went 

up in the morning at Tyringham Hall and the 

catwalk, chairs and rails of clothes and accesso-

ries were positioned under their shelter.  An 

intrepid audience took their seats in the after-

noon and, right on cue, the rains began and, as a 

further distraction, Sherry’s dog began the pro-

cess of giving birth to 5 puppies in the conserva-

tory.  However, the show must go on and Phil’s 

light-hearted commentary accompanied the 12 models whose age range spanned 

childhood to senior citizen status.  All thoughts of dieting were thrown to the wind as 

the last model sashayed out of sight and a cream tea worked its temptations.  Mean-

while fashions were purchased at knock-down prices to the benefit of the Thame 

Charity Shops.  A share of the proceeds will also help to provide a defibrillator for our 

village. 

Never mind the rain.  Let’s sing!! 
 

SUNSHINE CLUB MATINEE  
CINEMA  

will be screening the 1952 musical 
‘Singin in the Rain’ (103mins) at 

The Bernard Hall on Monday 23rd 
November  at 1.30 (doors open 

1pm).  Starring in the film are Gene 
Kelly, Donald O’Connor and Debbie 

Reynolds.. 
 

Entry is by tick-
et £5/conc£4 

which includes 
tea and cake at 

the interval.  
Tickets  availa-

ble from Liz  
01844 299 150.  
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ADVANCE NOTICE 

OF 

VILLAGE BONFIRE 

& FIREWORKS  

PARTY 
 

FRIDAY, 6th November, 2015  

CUDDINGTON PLAYING 

FIELDS FROM 6.00 PM 
 

BBQ - MULLED WINE 

GLOW STICKS! - RAFFLE 

and LICENSED BAR with REAL ALE 

FROM XT BREWERY & MORE! 

 

 
 

 

 

 

OFFERS OF HELP BEFORE 

AND ON THE DAY WOULD  

BE VERY MUCH  

APPRECIATED  

PLEASE CONTACT: 
 

Karen on 290404 

FREE ENTRY! 

The Nicholas Almond Cuddington Charity dates back to 1643.  Nicholas Almond  lived in 
Haddenham and  left Cuddington  land called Poors Moor.   Originally, income derived 
from the use of this land was to help the poor in the village with clothing, food,  coal  etc., 
and also the purchase of apprenticeships. 
 

Over the centuries as the value of the land diminished,   the income from the land became  

smaller.  In the early 1950s  it was decided that the income selling the hay or grazing of 

the land was insufficient to continue with the original aims and that the money would be 

better  used to help young people resident in Cuddington going into further education or 

taking up an apprenticeship.  
 

The Charity’s Trustees encourage any young person resident in Cuddington,  going into or already in further education  or wish-
ing to take up an apprenticeship this Autumn,  to apply for a grant.   The grants are not large,  but they can be helpful with some 
of the expenses incurred by students or apprentices, such as the purchase of books or equipment, or paying for a field trip, etc. 
 

Candidates must submit a signed written application (not by email), giving details of the university or college to be attended and  
the course/s to be followed, and giving us  some idea of  how the grant might be spent.    
 

The grant is paid in two stages, and students who have already received one half of a grant may also apply for the second half to 
be paid. 
 

Your applications together with confirmation that you have been accepted on a course or apprenticeship must be submitted by 
the end of October this year, and you can expect a reply during November/December.      
 

I look forward to hearing from anyone who is interested in applying for a grant. 
 

  With best wishes,   Jennifer Schram de Jong 
 

Please submit your application to : 
 

Mrs. Jennifer Schram de Jong,  Trustee, Hon. Treasurer and Secretary, Nicholas Almond Charity,  Larden,  Spicketts Lane,  Cud-

dington,  BUCKS  HP18 0AY     

If you have any queries,  you may contact me on  :  Tel:  01844 291501 or at  jschramdejong@yahoo.co.uk  

The day chosen to celebrate Cuddington 

Tennis Club’s 25 years was a perfect one as 

the gathering of some 45 past and present 

members of the Cub enjoyed a BBQ in front 

of the Club House. (see photo) 

Founder Members had travelled up from 

Devon and across from Suffolk to be part of 

the party and enjoyed a gentle knock up on 

the courts before a glass or two of Pimms 

and lunch. Angela Sanderson had made a 

special (and delicious!) tennis court cake (see photo with Charles and 

Katie) 

Charles Sanderson, the current Chairman, reminded everyone of the 

beginnings of the club and how four ladies set about raising funds and 

negotiating with the Parish Council and the Playing Field Association 

to get the courts built. Both Charles and Angela Sanderson were 

thanked for their massive contribution to the club over all the 25 years 

and everyone received a booklet specially produced for the day giving 

the day’s programme and the history of the Club. 

Although many of those attending were Founder Members and had 

been associated with the Club for many years it was very good to see 

some new younger members as well. 

 

In order for the Club to be as success-

ful for the next 25 years it will definite-

ly need some fresh blood! So if you are 

interested in playing tennis on these 

excellent all weather, flood lit courts 

please get in touch with either Stella 

Young, Membership Secretary (01296 

748771; stellayoung@talktalk.net) or  

Charles Sanderson, Chairman 

(291626) 

mailto:jschramdejong@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:stellayoung@talktalk.net
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October 

Thursday 1st 8pm  Book Launch, Church (see below) 
Monday 5th 2pm  Sunshine Club, Playing Fields Club 
Saturday 10th 7.15pm Village Harvest Supper, Bernard Hall 
    (see page 2) 
Sunday 11th 10am  Harvest Festival Family Service,  
    Church (see page 2) 
Sunday 11th 12pm  Bring and Share Lunch, Church (see 
    page 2) 
Monday 12th 7.30pm  Gardening Club, The Garden in Winter 
    by John Negus 
Monday 12th  7.30pm Parish Council Meeting, School 
Tuesday 13th 10.30am Harvest Coffee Morning, Church (see 
    page 2) 
Tuesday 13th 2.30pm  W.I. Talk on Queen Victoria 
Wednesday 14th 7.30pm Fete AGM & Drinks, Playing Fields 
    Clubhouse (see page 6) 
Thursday 22nd 8pm  Far from the Madding Crowd, Village 
    Picture House 
Saturday 24th 7.30pm Organ Recital, St Nicholas Church 
Thursday 29th 8pm  Queen Live at Wembley Stadium,  
    Village Picture House 

November 

Friday 6th  6pm  Village Fireworks Party, Playing Fields 
Monday 9th 7.30pm  Gardening Club, Cottage Gardening by  
    Brian Fisher 
Monday 9th 7.30pm  Parish Council Meeting, School 
Tuesday 10th 2.30pm W.I. Guest Speaker, Roy Collis,  
    Playing Fields Club  
Tuesday 10th 7pm  Hamlet, NT Encore, Village Picture 
    House 
Thursday 19th 7pm  Of Mice & Men, NT Live,Village  
    Picture House 
Saturday 21st 2pm  Christmas Fayre, Bernard Hall 

'Wild is the music of autumnal 
winds 

Amongst the faded woods' 
 

Cuddington Sky Notes 
 

At 9.30 am (BST) on 23rd September the sun was di-
rectly over the equator marking the autumn equinox 
when the length of night and day is very nearly equal. It 
was once believed that at the equinox, equinoctial gales 
occur. In reality, this depends on the position of the jet 
stream, a narrow ‘river’ of fast moving air, thousands 
of feet above the earth’s surface, which is responsible 
for creating low pressure and the associated strong 
winds. It doesn’t always blow straight across the Atlan-
tic; frequently it blows in a meandering pattern; and 
depending how this pattern is positioned relative to the 
British Isles, determines the type of weather we get. 
When this pattern arches northwards in the eastern 
Atlantic, our weather is settled and we may enjoy an 
Indian summer if it becomes ‘anchored’. An upper-air 
pattern dipping from the north, making a ‘U’ shape in 
the eastern Atlantic, means wet and possible windy 
weather can be expected. This year the weather on the 
23rd transitioned from settled to unsettled during the 
day but no equinoctial gales were reported.      
 

Cuddington’s Weather: July and August 2015 
 

Overall, July and August were disappointing with the 
mean temperature being slightly below average. July 
was at least two degrees warmer in the previous two 
years and despite the mean temperature in August be-
ing academic it was still warmer than the previous 
year. The mean temperature for our summer was a lit-
tle below normal at 16.2°C (61.2°F); the average is 
16.5°C (61.7°F). Looking at our summers over the last 
few years, 2014 (16.8°C, 62.2°F); 2013 (17.1°C, 62.8°
F); 2012 (16.0°C, 60.8°F) demonstrates the point that 
natural climatic variability ensures that good summers 
are the exception rather than the rule! Despite this, 
during a typical English summer we can rely on at least 
one spell when the weather settles down and the mercu-
ry rises, albeit briefly! 
 

Daytime maximum air temperatures in July and August 
averaged 22.4°C (72.3°F) and 21.1°C (70.0°F) respec-
tively: their respective long term averages are 22.7°C 
(72.9°F) and 22.1°C (71.8°F).  
 

Minimum night time air temperatures averaged 11.8°C 
(53.2°F) and 12.1°C (53.8°F) respectively; their re-
spective long term averages are 11.8°C (53.2°F) and 
11.6°C (52.9°F).  
 

The highest day time air maxima for July and August 
occurred on the 1st (33.7° C, 92.7°F) and 22nd (29.8°
C, 85.6°F) respectively. The lowest day time air maxi-
ma occurred on the 26th (17.2°C, 63.0°F) and 31st 
(14.3°C, 57.7°F) respectively. 
 

The highest night time air minima occurred on the 4th 
(17.5°C, 63.5°F) and 21st (17.3°C, 63.1°F) respective-
ly. The lowest occurred on the 31st (4.0°C, 39.2°F) and 
1st (6.6°C, 43.9°F) respectively. The lowest tempera-
ture just above the grass tips was 1.4°C (34.5°F) on 
31st July and 3.5°C (38.3°F) on 1st August. 
 

Bright sunshine totalled 150.70 hours in July and a 
very dismal 103.71 hours in August. Long term averag-
es for both months are 207 and 197 hours respectively.  
 

Total rainfall for July was below average at 51.4 mm 
(2.02 in) and August was well below average with 42.0 
mm (1.65 in); respective averages are 52.6 mm (2.07 
in) and 64.2 mm (2.53 in). Our summer was quite dry 
with a total of 110.8 mm (4.36 in); the normal is 165.7 
mm (6.52 in).  
 

If we compare summers over the last few years: 2014 
(162.5 mm, 6.40 in); 2013 (71.9 mm, 2.83 in); 2012 
(281.7 mm, 11.09 in); 2011 (163.7 mm, 6.45 in); 2010 
(190.2 mm, 7.49 in). And records from the last 18 years 
show that 2013 has been the driest and 2015 comes in 
as 5th driest. 

Sean Clarke  

Several months ago, my two young grand children each brought a 
small heart-shaped stone bearing a card with a message, and 
placed them on their late father’s memorial stone where they re-
mained until the weekend of the Fete.  Then they disappeared – 
although the message cards were kindly left to blow away.  I real-
ise this was probably a thoughtless prank, but if anyone reading 
this knows who was responsible please tell them their actions were 
disrespectful and unkind to say the least.  

Judy Miller 
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Services at St. Nicholas 
(Churchwardens: Graham Carr 290000 and James Stonham  292221) 

October 2015 
  
4th 10.00 am   HOLY COMMUNION 
  A modern Communion Service with hymns. The chil
  dren go to “Sunday Special” for part of the service 
  

11th 10.00 am   FAMILY SERVICE  - HARVEST FESTIVAL 
  A service for all ages, including lively hymns, with the  
  involvement of young musicians and occasional dra
  ma. 
  

18th 10.00 am   HOLY COMMUNION 
   A less formal modern Communion Service with  
  hymns. 
   The children go to Sunday Special for part of the Ser
  vice. 
   

25th 10.00 am MORNING WORSHIP 
     A service of worship and the word, with a mixture of 
   traditional and modern hymns. The children go  
  straight to Chattabox and the Grid in the Bernard Hall 
  at 9.50 a.m.  
  

 11.15 am   HOLY COMMUNION 
  A communion service with hymns, according to the  
                 Book of Common Prayer. 
 

Opportunities for praying together in church: 
each Thursday at  9 a.m.  and each  Sunday at   9.10 a.m.  

  
 

There is a service at 5.30 pm every Sunday evening at Cudding-
ton Methodist Chapel. 

As many of you will have seen recently on the Village Website, this path was closed by 

Robert Spencer-Bernard in 2010.  From that date efforts have been made – and indeed 

are continuing to be made -  by residents of Nether Winchendon and Cuddington to 

have the path re-opened.   Submissions were made by these residents to Bucks County 

Council, and in due course the BCC Rights of Way Committee found in favour of the 

path becoming a public right of way.  Mr Spencer Bernard appealed against this, and 

there is now going to be a Public Inquiry to make a final and binding decision on the 

issue.  The Inquiry will be held in the Bernard Hall on Wednesday, 25 th November, and 

will be open for all those who have an interest in the outcome of this issue. 
 

When evidence was originally taken, BCC asked only for people who had used the foot-

path for 20 years or more to make submissions, which obviously limited the number of 

potential witnesses.  It now appears that this is not a requirement and that anyone who 

has used this footpath believing it to be a public right of way has been able to submit 

evidence to the Inquiry, 

and more people from 

both villages have done 

this.  The more evi-

dence that can be sub-

mitted the more likely it is that the Inquiry will find in favour of 

re-defining this footpath’s status, and thus open it up for future 

use by walkers. 
 

All written evidence has now been gathered, and will be submit-

ted both to the Rights of Way Department at Bucks County 

Council, and also to their Expert Witness Mr Robin Carr who 

specialises in cases such as this one.  It goes without saying that 

our efforts have the full support of Cuddington Parish Council 

and of Nether Winchendon Parish Meeting. 

 

Angela Sanderson 
Donkey Meadow 

We were pleased to welcome back all our children to 

school at the beginning of September and particularly a 

number of new staff and all our lovely new Little Owls. 
 

It has been a busy few weeks; our Outside Learning 

Area on the infant site is beginning to take shape as is 

the pond area on the junior site. The infant children 

have enjoyed a session of cycle training (the delivery of 

80 bikes to Upper Church Street at 9am was quite a 

challenge!) and will be let loose with scooters next 

week so watch out!   
 

The children have had the opportunity to join a whole 

range of clubs, from Hockey and Tag Rugby, to Lego, 

Choir, Computers and French.  
 

This term's fundraising is underway with a Quiz for the 

adults, a brilliantly successful Uniform Shop and our 

"Design a Christmas Card" initiative. Our biggest fund-

raiser this term will be the Christmas Fair on our junior 

site on Friday 27th November. Please put the date in 

your diary. 
 

We are looking forward to our Harvest celebrations in 

October and for Years 5 and 6, a trip to the Harry Potter 

Studios. 

 

 


