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July 
2015 

 
VOLUME EIGHTEEN 

Sunshine Club Matinee Cinema at The Bernard 
Hall on Monday 27th July at 1.30 (doors open 

1pm).   
 
Our July film will be the 1981 
comedy ‘Arthur’ (99mins) starring 
Dudley Moore, Liza Minelli and 
Sir John Gielgud.  
  
Arthur is a happy drunk with no 
pretensions at any ambition. He is 
also the heir to a vast fortune which 
he is told will only be his if he mar-
ries Susan. He does not love Susan, 
but she will make something of 
him the family expects. Arthur 
proposes but then meets a girl with 
no money who he could easily fall 
in love with…… 
 

Entry is by ticket £5/conc£4 which 
includes tea and cake.  Tickets 
available from Liz Davies  299 
150. 

Are you aware that Cuddington Playing Fields 

Association (CPFA) is responsible for the con-

dition of the playing fields and clubhouse? 
 

When this field was acquired (and opened by 

the Duke of Edinburgh), a trust was formed to 

look after the upkeep and maintenance of the 

premises (CPFA) together with a separate trust 

Cuddington Playing Fields Club (CPFC) to 

look after the bar arrangements. The CPFC was 

to fund the CPFA from its profits and this 

worked very well for many years. However, 

peoples’ attitudes and habits have changed over 

a period of time and the bar no longer has suffi-

cient support to generate the funds required for 

upkeep of the site. 
 

CPFA has been struggling financially over re-

cent years to try and fill this void in order to 

carry out its duties and with the demise of vil-

lage organisations such as  football, cricket, 

boules and the history society, our efforts have 

come under even greater demand. This has re-

sulted in running various fund raising initiatives 

to fill the shortfall but these are now causing 

concern due to lack of support from the com-

munity rendering them less profitable. 

  Continued on page 3…. 

On the 11th July our ‘Around the World’ fete will be opened by Heart Radio Breakfast DJ and 
children’s author Matt Brown. The fabulous fancy dress parade from the Lower Green to the Bernard Hall 
starts at 2pm. Prizes can be won so get your costumes together.  

To enter the fancy dress competition we ask 
simply that your attire represents a country of the 
World. That could be something truly traditional such 
as a flamenco dress, something sporty such as a New 
Zealand rugby strip, or something wacky: perhaps 
you’d like to come dressed as a giant leek to represent Wales! It will be at the whim of Matt Brown to 
choose who best represents their chosen country on the day. All ages are welcome to enter. 
 

Lots, lots, lots more on page s 4 & 6…..! 
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 Thought for the Month 

The Reverend Jonathan Hawkins writes… 

The last time I wrote this article was just before Easter, when we were looking forward to the 

spring and all things fresh and new. It is June as I write and will be July as you read this. 

Doesn’t time fly! And what happened to it! 

 

Time can be measured to fantastic degrees of accuracy, which is needed for scientific and tech-

nical purposes but as human beings, time appears to be flexible in as much as sometimes it ap-

pears to drag and sometimes to flash by. We are probably all aware (unless you are very much 

younger than me) that time seems to go faster as we get older! 

 

In the last two years I have lost two close relatives, one two years older than me and one two years younger and this 

has made me very aware of the fact that, while God exists outside of time, my time and our time is very definitely fi-

nite. And that has consequences that have to be thought seriously about.  The main consequence being that we do not 

have time to do everything and so must make decisions about what we are going to do in the time available to us. We 

must prioritise. 

 

Now, saying we must prioritise is easy. Doing it is more of a challenge! After all, there are only so many hours in the 

day, but as our preacher last week pointed out, the time available to us is the same for everyone, 24 hours seven days a 

week! Saying we do not have time for things is not a valid argument as we have the same time as everyone else, its just 

a matter of how we chose to use it. 

 

When I was fifty, a friend gave me a book called ‘Half Time’ by Bob Buford which encouraged one to re-evaluate 

one’s life and to see what changes were needed and I found it a helpful idea at the time. And yes, I did start training for 

ordination shortly after. And now I have hit the 60’s and found once again that a reappraisal of my use of time is need-

ed. For most of my working life, when I have been both in and out of work, I have noted how God has enabled me to 

used those times beneficially in His service, but in different ways. As a consequence of this latest on-going reappraisal 

I have realised that I can now better serve God, the church and our community across the benefice by joining the ranks 

of the retired. I still only have 24 hours a day, but I can now use them in a vary different way and hopefully, through 

prayer and discussion with others, make the most of this time. 

 

Our time is precious, do use a bit of it to reappraise how you are using it, sometimes the outcome can be life changing! 

 

May the Lord bless you in all things and in all time. 

 

Jonathan 

Another successful year for Chris-

tian Aid in Cuddington with a 

total of £1,367 being donated by 

the village. The bulk of this, £898, 

was from house-to-house collec-

tions and this represents some £4 

per household.  
 

In addition the traditional Bring and Buy and Plant Sale con-

tributed £333 and this was a 5%  increase on last year. The 

evening, held at Angela and Charles Sanderson’s house, was a 

great success and we were blessed by the weather – recent 

years have frequently been cold and wet ( or both ) but this 

year it was a lovely summer’s evening. 
 

In addition notable contributions came from the school and 

from the church collection. 
 

Many thanks to all who contributed, to all the helpers and also 

to the Sandersons for making the Bring and Buy and Plant 

Sale such an enjoyable evening. 
 

Normally we include  in the total the donations at the May 

Day Madrigals sung by the Witchert Chorale at the top of the 

church tower, but this year this amount, £266, was paid direct 

to the Christian Aid Nepal appeal.  

St Nicholas Church Open Air  
Service – 12th July 
 

Let the church take care of you on the 
day after the fete. We’re serving 
breakfast from 9.30am followed by a 
family service at 10am up on the play-
ing fields, all the usual games, songs 
and child-friendly sermon, but in the 
open air! 

 in the unlikely event of bad weather we 

head in to the clubhouse 
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Recently a long-hidden gravestone 

in St Nicholas churchyard was dis-

covered.  Michael Collins was clear-

ing the ground under the yew tree in 

the centre of the graveyard when he 

chanced upon the find.  As he cut 

away the undergrowth of massed 

bramble and elder he hit stone.  

When the ivy was removed, a fallen 

and broken three-tiered gravestone 

surmounted by a cross was revealed. 
 

 

 

 

The inscription, remarkably clear 

reads: 
 

Angus McKechnie 

Died December 3rd 1929 aged 83 years 
 

Also In Loving Memory of 

His Beloved Wife Jane 

Died July 12th 1911 aged 67 years 
 

And Angus Darroch Their Son 

Killed in Action at Ypres September 18th 1917  

Aged 45 years 
 

Angus McKechnie’s death and burial in December 1929 are 

confirmed in St Nicholas Register of Burials.  No other infor-

mation on him or his family has been found.  The names sug-

gest that Angus hailed from Scotland.  It is unusual that his 

soldier son was comparatively advanced in years when he was 

killed. 
 

It would be interesting to know when he came to the village, 

where he lived and what manner of man he was.  Perhaps it is 

unlikely that we will ever know, but someone may be able to 

shed light.  If so, please contact Peter Wenham on 01844 

291932 or ap@awenham.plus.com. 

 

 

 

 
 

This year’s Lighthouse Thames is even more popular than 

ever –nearly 900 children have now registered, and this is 

the last chance for children to be signed up, before we have 

to consider opening a waiting list.  We can prevent this by 

encouraging more helpers to volunteer – especially Light-

house Keepers!  If you are interested, or know someone 

who might be, please ask them to register as soon as possi-

ble.  We really want every child who wants to come, to be 

able to come! 

 

Also needed: 

Each year we have to deliver hundreds of letters to families 

across a wide area from Thame, Aylesbury and all the sur-

rounding villages. If you can help us for just a few hours in 

the first few days of July we would be very grateful. Please 

email Sarah Dyckhoff: operations@lighthousethame.org.uk  

  

Cakes 

As every year we need a lot of cake donations for the 

Parent’s Cafe, Parent & Toddlers and Helpers Refresh-

ments. If you are able to make cakes now for freezing or 

during Lighthouse week, please contact Jude Brown by 

email: jude.brown.225@googlemail.com or on 01844 

216510. 
 

Appeal for boxes 

We need over 60 very large boxes for the children to put all 

their coats and lunch boxes in. If you can help provide any, 

please contact Linda Newton on 01844 260065 or 

email: opssupport@lighthousethame.org.uk 
 

And for the craft activities we require: 

Cereal boxes – squashed flat, please 

Large 500 ml/g yoghurt pots 

Small round Muller yoghurt pots 

Ice cream tubs with lids. 

These are to be left in the box at the back of church. 
 

For further information, please contact Helen Keeping 

wichertcot@btinternet.com  

 

Continued from front page… 
 

In order for CPFA to do its job, we need a minimum of 

£8,000 per annum and we cannot do this without support from 

the community. 
 

In addition to this, we are now faced with raising an additional 

£8,000 for a new mower as we do not have sufficient reserves 

in hand. 
 

If you wish to continue to have the use of such a well main-

tained field and clubhouse we urge you to give us support in 

any of the following ways: 

 

 By attending fund raising events 

 Encourage more organisations to use the facilities 

 Support the Bar opening 

periods 

 Make donations to our 

Mower Fund 

 It is now in your hands! 
 

John Luckett 

Treasurer CPFA 

Tel: 290491 

The Plant Stall at the Village Fete:  

Sat 11th July 

 

Once again the Gardening Club is 

hosting the Plant Stall at the Village 

Fete and would be happy to receive 

donations of plants and produce. 

Please bring your contributions to the stall, 

located outside The Old Place, on the morn-

ing of Fete - between 10.30 and 11.30 for 

pricing and labelling.  

If you are unable to do this, please contact 

Rosemary Bradbury on 290249. 

mailto:operations@lighthousethame.org.uk
mailto:jude.brown.225@googlemail.com
mailto:opssupport@lighthousethame.org.uk
mailto:wichertcot@btinternet.com
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CUDDINGTON  FETE  COMMITTEE  2015 
Saturday, 11th   July, 2015 

 

Frog Cottages, Frog Lane 
BUCKS  HP18 0AY 

Tel :  01844 290349  Email : Ken.Trew@argentllp.co.uk 
 

Dear Villagers, 
 

  Re :   Temporary Road Closures for Cuddington Fete 
 

I am writing to remind you that Cuddington is holding its annual fete on Saturday 11th  July.   On fete day 
the following roads will be closed to all but fete related traffic from 10.30 am until 5.30 p.m. 
  

Holly Tree Lane from the junction with Great Stone down to Frog Lane 
Lower Church Street including the Lower Green and Church Close 
Upper Church Street from the main road junction  down to Tyringham Hall  
Spurt Street      

 

The Red Cross will be stationed outside Denise’s Hair Dressers.  Spurt Street will be used for disabled park-
ing. 

  

It would be much appreciated if all vehicles could be removed from these roads by 10.30 am.       
For those of you without off-street parking facilities  parking will be available at the Cuddington Playing 
Fields at the end of Bernard Close.  

  

Should it be necessary for an emergency vehicle, e.g. an ambulance, to gain access to one of the 
closed roads during the fete, the stalls will be moved aside. The requirement to move stalls and pro-
vide access will be announced over the loud speakers located throughout the fete site. Attendees of 
the fete will be directed (by stall holders and stewards) to move themselves into the many residen-
tial gardens lining the closed roads to clear the roads for access. 

  

If you have any problems with these arrangements, or would like to know more,  please get in touch as soon 
as possible.     

 

On behalf of the Fete Committee I would like to thank you for your co-operation and wish you all a happy 
fete day! 

 

With best wishes, 
 

 Ken  Trew 
 

On behalf of the Cuddington Fete Committee 

POST FETE BBQ 

– on the playing 

fields from 5pm 
(Saturday 11th July).  
Relax after the excite-
ment of fete day as 

the Cuddington Playing Fields Associ-
ation hosts an evening of children’s 
races, BBQ and bar. The races start at 
6pm. 

It’s a Cuddington tradition that’s 
not to be missed! 

The W.I. are running the cake stall.  We 
would appreciate donations of cakes to 

sell.  Please ensure cakes are adequately 
wrapped and labelled (especially if nuts are 
involved).  Cakes to be brought 

to the Bernard Hall from 
11.30am. 

CAKES!

CAKES! 
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PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERSHIP 
 

As noted in last month’s Village Voice, the Parish Council currently has only four members.  The Council is looking to co-opt 

further councillors to bring the complement up to seven, which is the maximum number for our size of village.  The meetings 

take place once a month in the School and the meetings are open to the public. 
 

Are you the sort of person who cares about Cuddington and the interests of all those who live and work here?  If so, why 

don’t you contact Venetia Davies, Clerk to the Parish Council, or one of the current councillors to find out more.  It would 

also be great to have some representation from younger elements of the village!  Please make contact by 13 th July. 
 

Venetia Davies 201899 or 07717 834606   venetia.davies@talktalk.net 
 

 

VILLAGE TIDY UP 
 

Well done the volunteers who turned out on Sunday May 31st and other days to pick litter and do gen-

eral maintenance.  All roads in the village were covered and out beyond the village boundaries.  More 

than eight large bags of rubbish were collected, as well as wheel trims, old road cones and bits of 

carpet.  It never ceases to amaze me at the mentality of the morons who dump this stuff!  It would be 

really good to have a few more bodies at future events.  However, everyone could help if they took 

and old plastic bag out with them, when walking, and picked up the litter when spotted. 
 

Well done to those who turned out:- Jim Hayward, Tim and Lorraine Stevens, Ken and Sue Brown, 

Matt Giorgi, Doug Kennedy, Mike and Gilly Cottman, Steve and Caroline Wright, Venetia Davies, 

Nic Brown and Viv and Ken Birkby. 
 

 

CUDDINGTON FOOTPATHS 
 

At this time of year, everything seems to grow quickly and footpaths start to be overgrown.  Whilst local landowners do clear 

some paths, it is down to the efforts of the village Footpath Working Group that our paths are as usable as they are.  Particularly 

active are Charles Sanderson and Tim Ecott, assisted by Doug Kennedy and Ken Birkby.  If you would like to give free rein to 

your aggressive streak by attacking brambles, nettles, tree branches and high grass, contact one of the above!! 
 

 

PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS 
 

At the last PC meeting it was decided to change the monthly meeting to the second Monday of each 

month.  This will avoid conflicting with meetings of the District and County Councils, as well as 

other local meetings.   

 

The next PC meeting will take place on Monday13th July. 

Thursday 2
nd

 July 9.30 – 11.30am Cops and Coffee 

Thursday 10
th

 July 9.30 – 11.30am Cops and Coffee 

Friday 11
th

 July 4.00pm Steve Cole’s ‘Mythical Maze’ Summer Read-
ing Challenge launch 

Saturday 12
th

 July 11am – 12pm Children’s Craft (no booking required) 

Saturday 19
th

 July 10am – 12pm Cops and Coffee 

Friday 25
th

 July 10.30 – 11.30am Children’s Knitting Class (FULLY BOOKED) 

Saturday 26
th

 July 10am – 12pm Summer Children’s Craft (no booking re-
quired) 

Tuesday 29
th

 July 10am – 12pm 
Tuesday 29

th
 July 10am – 12pm 

Cops and Coffee 
Leader Reader (assistance for young readers) 

Thursday 31
st

 July 10am – 12pm Leader Reader (assistance for young readers) 
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Special Announcement for families: the bouncy castle and face-painting stalls will be just 
£1 a go this year – tell all your friends – this makes us the best value village fete in the 
World, probably!  
 

Grand Prize Draw tickets are now on sale from John in the village shop, first prize is a 
£100 voucher for the Mole and Chicken as well as other vouchers for Cuddington Village 
Stores and Amazon up for grabs. It’s 50p a ticket so have a go and you never know…..it 
could be you! 

 

Thanks to everyone for their generosity of gifts, time and talent: I 
look forward to seeing you all in costume on the big day.  
Jo Goodson, Fete chair 2015, 10 Bernard Close, 01844 292958, 

m0301291@doctors.net.uk 

 

GRAND AUCTION AT 3.00pm - BERNARD HALL 
 

Lot 1: The Italian Job – A place for one person on one of Giuliana’s Cici-Coco Cookery School Days. Learn to 
cook authentic Italian food with local and seasonal ingredients from 10am – 2pm with a delicious lunch. 
 
Lot 2: A Day of Glassmaking with Jessica Ecott 
 
Lot 3: A Three Course Meal for 2 at The Crown, Cuddington 
 
Lot 4: X-Factor Tickets x 4 for the Autumn 2015 Live Shows 
 
Lot 5: Fitness & Wellbeing Package to include Pilates Classes, Nuffield Gym 2 month membership, Thame Ther-
apy Clinic, Angela Cox Beauty, and Kuticle. 
 
Lot 6: Golfers’ Delight – A two ball round at the Oxfordshire and a four ball round at Studley Wood Golf Club 
 
Lot 7: A Three Course Meal for 2 at The Seven Stars, Dinton 
 
Lot 8: Champagne Afternoon Tea for 2 at Waddesdon Manor with Vintage Car transfers 
 
Lot 9: Children’s Bookworm Package – signed children’s books from our celebrity guest Matt Brown and local 
author Tim Bradbury, set of Roald Dahl stories, Roald Dahl Museum Golden Ticket and more! 
 
Lot 10: A Two Night Stay at Georgian Manor in 100 acres of parkland, Swinfen Hall Hotel, Staffordshire 
 

In order to bid, please e-mail: cuddington.fete@gmail.com with your name and contact 
number, the lot (or lots) that you wish to bid for and your bid amount by noon on Satur-
day 11th July.  
 

You can also complete a bid form which can be obtained from Cuddington Stores, Den-
ise’s or The Crown.    Good Luck! 

mailto:cuddington.fete@gmail.com
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Saturday 20th June 

saw the end of this 

year’s series of 

Music in Quiet 

Places – classic 

concerts performed 

in some of the most 

idyllic settings in 

Aylesbury Vale, 

which, quite right-

ly, included St 

Nicholas Church. 

There is always 

great competition to 

host of these events, and we were fortunate to 

be both chosen as a host, and to have a large 

and appreciative audience. 

 

The programme included Arensky’s String 

Quartet, a piece much influenced by Tchaikov-

sky; and Schubert’s String Quintet in C major 

which, despite being praised as sublime and 

regarded as one of the greatest composition is 

chamber music, was not played publicly until 

more than twenty years after his death.  Both 

were played sensitively, and with great style by 

Robert Secret and his fellow musicians. 

There are three film and theatre screenings in July to round off our summer season at the Village Picture House.  
 

On 2nd July, we’ll be showing the award-winning epic Interstellar.  With our time on Earth coming to an end, a team of explor-

ers undertake the most important mission in human history: travelling beyond our galaxy to discover whether mankind has a 

future among the stars.  This spectacular film won an Oscar and a BAFTA, both for Best Visual Effects, along with Empire 

awards for Best Film and Best Director. 
 

On 16th July, BAFTA winner and Academy Award nominee Chiwetel Ejiofor (12 Years a Slave) takes the title role in Every-

man, broadcast live from the Olivier Theatre.  This dynamic new production of one of English drama’s oldest plays is directed 

by the National Theatre’s new Director Rufus Norris.  Everyman is successful, popular and riding high when Death comes call-

ing.  He is forced to abandon the life he has built and embark on a last, frantic search to recruit a friend, anyone, to speak in his 

defence.  But Death is close behind, and time is running out.  “Powerful … deeply moving … Chiwetel Ejiofor is excellent” says 

The Times. 
 

Our Kids’ Club end-of-term movie on 21st July is Big Hero 6 from Walt Disney Animation Studi-

os, the team behind Frozen and Wreck-It Ralph.  This action-packed comedy adventure is about the 

special bond that develops between Baymax, a plus-sized inflatable robot, and prodigy Hiro Hama-

da. 

 

Looking ahead to September, our autumn season will begin on the 3rd with the National Theatre 

Live presentation of George Farquhar’s wild comedy of love and cash, The Beaux’ Stratagem.  

Then on 10th September we’ll be showing The Second Best Exotic Marigold Hotel, the hilarious 

sequel with an all-star cast led by Judi Dench, Maggie Smith and Bill Nighy.  On 24th September 

our film will be Selma, the true story of Dr Martin Luther King’s dangerous campaign to secure 

equal voting rights for African-Americans in the mid-1960s. 
 

Visit the web page for more details of all features: www.cuddingtonvillage.com/cinema 

The last spring meeting was held towards the end of May, when 

Charlie Powell and Sian Chattle came to describe to club mem-

bers a new project they have established in Wendover. Linden-

gate is a Buckinghamshire charity, immediately adjacent to 

Worlds End Nurseries, that offers gardening facilities and activities to those 

with mental health needs to encourage and motivate them in their continuing 

recovery.  

Social & Therapeutic Horticulture (STH) is now recognised as a success-

ful method to promote health and well-being, facilitate social inclusion and 

offer participants access to pathways that can help them gain in self-

confidence and self-esteem. By helping them to acquire new practical and 

social skills, Lindengate’s service users, or Gardeners as they are known, 

can improve their chances of finding future employment and moving to-

wards a life of independence with less reliance upon state support and drugs! 

Lindengate operates from a 5-acre site which is being developed by a large 

group of volunteers to ultimately provide a range of gardens and training 

nurseries.  
 

To date they have brought in a Portakin to house the office and kitchen facil-

ities, they have erected a large polytunnel for plants, a smaller polytunnel for 

arts and crafts activities and five glasshouses. They are conducting a potato 

trial for Worlds End Nurseries, they have 

built raised beds for growing vegetables 

and soft fruit and are hoping to sell their 

plants and produce to raise funds. 
 

Charlie and Sian impressed us with their 

enthusiasm and commitment to the pro-

ject; they are to be commended for their 

initiative, on-going hard work and effort.                                                                                                    

The photo shows Charlie Powell, 

Elsie Frost and Sian Chattle. 
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The sun shone brightly on our Fun Day in the 

playing field on Sunday 7 June, the attendees 

enjoyed the tea and wonderful cakes, drinking 

Pimms and having a gamble on the well 

stocked Tombola and Raffle, while enjoying the 

tasty  food on offer from the BBQ. Our younger 

guests had a good time having their face paint-

ed, diving into  the lucky dip, and jumping 

around on the bouncy castle as well has hook-

ing a duck and trying out their football skills 

followed by a delicious ice cream. While others 

arrived attracted by the dog show which was 

again well supported this year with partici-

pants enjoying classes such as best trick, 

sweetest puppy and  the best six legs. Congrat-

ulations to  all the winners and particularly to 

Max the spaniel puppy who was crowned over-

all champion.   
 

As the playing field is a real assist to the vil-

lage and this is one of the CPFA main fund 

raisers it would have been nice to see a few 

more families from the village offering their 

support. 
 

The CPFA would like to  thank everyone who 

came to offer support and especially to the 

committee members and volunteers who gave 

up their time to try and make this a successful 

event.  

Please support the bar at the Club 

House! 
 

Opening times are: 

Wednesday 8-11pm 

Friday 8-11pm 

Saturday 8-11pm 

Sunday 1-3pm 

Who would have thought that an educational film aimed at inner city teenag-

ers made some 40 years ago could have such appeal? 

Well, 166 Village Picture House audience members who attended three 

showings of "Village England" were absolutely fascinated by it especially as 

it featured the three villages of Nether Winchendon, Cuddington and Had-

denham.  
 

A wonderful added local bonus was that the script for the film, produced by 

the Inner London Education Authority in the late 1970's, was written by our 

very own Jane Harrison of Spurt Street. In introducing the film Jane ex-

plained that it was part of a Geography teaching pack aimed at 

giving children from London an insight into country life with specific refer-

ence to the change in demographics in rural villages such as Cuddington and 

Nether Winchendon. The hour long film was in fact made up of several 

'lessons' and was never intended to be shown as a 'film' . But as it was made 

up of so many actual village events and sights as well as featuring interviews 

with local people, many of whom the audience knew and recognised, it 

mattered not what it was originally intended for! There were indeed several 

people in the audience who featured quite prominently and were quickly 

spotted. 
 

The film had in fact been "rediscovered" by Mike Whitney of Haddenham 

History Society and the Village 

Picture House is most grateful to 

him for giving us access to it. 

Additionally, the showing of 

"Village England" formed part of 

a local heritage appreciation pro-

ject being run in Nether Win-

chendon centred on the repair and 

restoration of historic churchyard 

tombs. And it is so good that the 

school has also been involved. 
 

Big thanks go John and Elaine for 

not only giving up their Sunday 

afternoon but for arranging and providing complimentary tea, coffee and 

biscuits which were much appreciated by everyone. 

Nether Winchendon Tomb Restoration 

 

Twelve intrepid souls set off from the 

Lower Green at 4 am this morning on 

the Ruby Small Sunrise Walk. Forty 

five minutes later, we arrived at the 

top of Winchendon Hill for a wel-

come cup and homemade biscuits 

provided by Sherry and her team at 

the Observatory. 
 

The clouds parted: at sunrise a red-

dish sun shone clearly for us for a few 

minutes before once again being hid-

den. The quiet beauty of Aylesbury Vale spread out before us, with our vil-

lage tucked up peacefully in the trees. 
 

The walk back is downhill, helpful at that stage to this older fellow; home at 

6am having walked 3.69 miles, 10668 steps. 
 

Our thanks to Liz Davies and the Sunshine Club for arranging the Walk, and 

to the farmers for looking after the footpaths.  

Long may the tradition last. 

Stephen Turner 

The normal business included a 

brief report on NFWI Centenary 

Meeting held in the Albert Hall, 

which was opened by the Queen. 
 

Members were then entertained with popular 

music from the 50's, 60's and 70's,along with 

quiz questions from the same period.  This 

was followed by cream teas which concluded 

a very enjoyable afternoon. 
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July 

Thursday 2nd 7.30pm Interstellar Village Picture House 

Saturday 4th  10.20am Gardening Club to Coton Manor Gardens 

Saturday 11th 1.30pm Village Fete 

Sunday 12th 12.30pm Burma Lunch - Tyringham Hall 

Monday 13th  2.00pm Sunshine Club Garden Party - Tyringham  

    Hall 

Monday 13th 7.30pm   Parish Council Meeting 

Thursday 16th 7.00pm Everyman NT Live - Village Picture House 

Friday 17th   Black Tie Garden Party, Tyringham Hall 

Tuesday 21st 2.00pm  Big Hero Six, Kids Movie, Bernard Hall 

Wednesday 22nd 7.30pm Playing Fields AGM, Club House 

Monday 27th 1.30pm  Arthur, Sunshine Club Matinee, Bernard Hall 
 

August   
Monday 10th 7.30pm  Parish Council Meeting 

Sunday 30th 2.00pm  Sunshine Club, Fashion Show, Tyringham 

    Hall 

Sunday 30th 6.30pm  Benefice Evensong at Haddenham St Marys 

Hot July brings cooling showers 
Apricots and gillyflowers 
                            Sara Coleridge 

At the start of June, preparations for this were well underway and all fingers 
were crossed for fine weather on 6th and 7th June; and guess what – we had 
perfect weekend weather sandwiched between not the most clement of June 
days. 
 

The family was absolutely thrilled at the incredible support proffered by so 
many.  So many of you came along – all in generous spirits – to enjoy the 
beautiful Dadbrook House gardens thanks to the wonderful hospitality of 
Clico and Gerald Kingsbury; so many of you made cakes, throwing in a de-
livery service (I shall always carry the amusing  picture of Clive and Kat 
armed with cakes arriving on the Saturday morning in the middle of  a then 
empty field, and calling up, ‘Have we got the right place?”  We, all three, 
chuckled.) 
 

Saturday saw strong winds and we were unable to put up the gazebos for fear 
that they would end up in the field, but it did not deter a huge host of visitors.  The wind dropped for Sunday and we had a 
‘proper hot’ June day and the ‘tea people’ and visitors were able to make use of the shade offered by the gazebos; the gardens 
seemed to be heaving with visitors, many of whom caught a delightful performance by the young harpist, Yifan Chiew.  
 
 

The raffle alone raised £590.  Prize winners were Patricia Durham and Lorraine Stevens both of  Cuddington, Rachel Alangher 
of Chearsley and Jo Farrell of Buckingham.  
 

Finley’s fund has benefited not only from takings at the open weekend, but also from 
donations received before and after as a direct result of  publicity generated by the 
Opening and also considerable donations from the family and friends of Gerald and 
Clico. So, we can say that a total of £8,000 has been raised as a direct result of the 
‘Dadbrook Connection’. Unbelievable, but true.      
 

There are so many thankyous to make and I have tried to thank everyone personally.  
But if I missed you in whatever way you supported us, I apologise and thank you 
now. I still have 3 baking trays and one or two tins waiting to be claimed by their 
owners.  It may be that labels were washed off  by our intrepid washers-up!   
 

Many of you will have heard that Finley, Rosie and Joel were unable to come to the 
Dadbrook opening because, two days previously, Finn had been admitted to the Rad-
cliffe, Oxford.  He is still, at the time of writing (22nd June), being treated after a col-
lapsed lung and Rosie and Joel have been staying at Ronald McDonald House on the 
hospital site to be close to him.  He is well on the road to recovery, once more show-
ing his delightfully happy nature, but he still has a way to go before he can be dis-
charged.   

Liz Davies (299150) 

Cuddington’s Weather: May 2015 
 

May was a cool month with an overall tempera-
ture of 11.5°C (53°F) nearly a whole degree be-
low the normal of 12.3°C (54°F). It was our 
coldest May since 2013 at 10.7°C (51°F).  
 

Daytime maximum air temperatures averaged 
16.1°C (61°F); the normal is 17.4°C (63°F). 
Night time air minimum temperatures averaged 
6.9°C (44°F); the normal is 7.2°C (45°F).  
 

The highest day time air maxima occurred on the 
11th (20.6°C, 69F) and the lowest on the 14th 
(10.5°C, 51°F)). The highest night time air mini-
ma occurred on the 5th (11.4°C, 53°F) and the 
lowest on the 21st (2.6°C, 37°F). The lowest 
temperature just above the grass occurred on the 
27th (minus 1.0°C, 30°F)). 
 

Bright sunshine was limited, amounting to only 
129.96 hours, 67% of normal. 
 

Rainfall was very close to average with a total of 
55.6 mm (2.19 in); the 17 year average is 57.8 
mm (2.28 in). Last May was much wetter with 
104.8 mm (4.13 in). 
 

Sky Notes 
 

Just over 85 years ago an 11 year old girl, Vene-
tia Burney, from Oxford, proposed the name 
Pluto for a planet newly discovered by the Low-
ell Observatory in the USA. Named after the 
mythological Roman god of the Underworld it 
described the planet orbiting in the darkest recess 
of our solar system perfectly.  
 

Venetia’s grandfather happened to know an Ox-
ford Astronomy Professor and mentioned the 
proposed name to him. Professor Hall thought it 
was so good that he telegraphed Lowell and the 
rest, as they say, is history.  
 

On July 14th after a journey of nearly 10 years 
and over 3 billion miles, NASA’s spacecraft 
New Horizons will be the first spacecraft ever to 
visit this extremely distant world. This will be a 
very big news event on the day and I hope that 
you enjoy this historical moment nearly as much 
as I will. 

Sean Clarke 
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Services at St. Nicholas 
(Churchwardens: Graham Carr 290000 and James Stonham  292221) 

July 2015 
  
5th 10.00 am   HOLY COMMUNION 
  A modern Communion Service with hymns. The chil
  dren go to “Sunday Special” for part of the service 
  

12th 10.00 am   FAMILY SERVICE   
  A service for all ages, including lively hymns, with the  
  involvement of young musicians and occasional dra
  ma. 
  

19th 10.00 am   HOLY COMMUNION 
   A less formal modern Communion Service with  
  hymns. 
   The children go to Sunday Special for part of the Ser
  vice. 
   

26th 10.00 am MORNING WORSHIP 
     A service of worship and the word, with a mixture of 
   traditional and modern hymns. The children go  
  straight to Chattabox and the Grid in the Bernard Hall 
  at 9.50 a.m.  
  

 11.15 am   HOLY COMMUNION 
  A communion service with hymns, according to the  
                 Book of Common Prayer. 
 

Opportunities for praying together in church: 
each Thursday at  9 a.m.  and each  Sunday at   9.10 a.m.  

  
 

There is a service at 5.30 pm every Sunday evening at Cudding-
ton Methodist Chapel. 

A 'Green Belt' around towns and cities to control urban sprawl and protect green 

spaces between them was first proposed in 1935, then in 1955, Minister of Hous-

ing Duncan Sandys encouraged local authorities to consider protecting land around 

their towns and cities by the formal designation of clearly defined green belts. Politi-

cians saw that uncontrolled development resulted in ribbons of unattractive building 

along main roads and in the loveliest spots in the countryside, such as the tops of ridges 

where the views are nice. The hope was that area designated as Green Belt would be 

protected for the long term, otherwise the exercise is fairly pointless as it would only 

postpone the permanent loss of open countryside rather than a providing a solution to 

urban sprawl.  
 

Badly controlled or planned development also leads to problems with transport, water 

and sewage management and services such as education and health: these can be dealt 

with, but the loss of landscape and wildlife is pretty much permanent. When ancient 

forests or meadows are destroyed we lose something incredibly precious, in that the ecosystems have developed over centuries 

or millennia and they tend to be extraordinarily diverse and complex and support many rare species.  

Planning rules were re-written by the last Government and although the Prime Minister says that he wants the Green Belt to be 

protected, not all Tories agree, and the new planning framework seems to offer irresistible opportunities to developers: where 

they are successful, the huge money to be made by developers, land owners and local authorities usually over-rides any concern 

about green spaces.  
 

 

In Cuddington, we are very fortunate to have been spared from demands to develop housing around 

our lovely village, as is happening in Haddenham, but we need to be vigilant and let our M.P. and Lo-

cal Government representatives know that we are concerned, and press for redevelopment of redundant 

('brown field') land and a stronger planning framework. 

The Countryside is only as important as we can be bothered to make it! 
 

By the way, the good news is that the Bee Orchids are back! They were spotted during the third week 

of June beside the footpath  from Tibby's down to Winchendon. It was a complete surprise to find them 

when they first appeared last year and it was far from certain that they would reappear this summer. 

Doug Kennedy 

The Thame Valley Below Cuddington 

(April 2015) 

 

One of Cuddington’s Bee 

Orchids! 

Can you help to support the Playing Fields 

Association? 
 

The CPFA AGM is to be held in on July 22nd 

at 7.30pm in the Clubhouse - please do come 

along if you can be part of the team maintain-

ing and protecting our playing fields for the 

future. 
 

If you can’t attend but want to help, please contact 

John Luckett 290491 or Lorraine Ray on 290606 

For a special summer treat, come to a Garden 

Party-Fashion Show on Sunday 30th August 

at 2.00pm.  Our local belles (young and not 

so young!!) will be modelling at this friendly, informal 

Fashion Show in the lovely gardens at Tyringham Hall, 

Cuddington and, afterwards, there will be the chance to 

buy from the range of affordably priced clothing.   

In case of rain, the show will go on under the shelter of 

gazebos!!   
 

And, men, don’t be shy to come – there could be some-

thing for you too!! 
 

Tickets are priced at £5 (to include cream tea and lots of 

fun) and are available from Liz  01844 299 150 


