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Christian Aid Week May 10th - 16th 
Afraid, alone, in pain 

Be the answer to Loko’s prayer this Christian Aid Week…. See Page 3 

From 10-16 May, churches the length and breadth of Britain and 

Ireland will come together to pray, campaign and raise money 

to improve the lives of people like Loko. 

Every year, 100,000 volunteers demonstrate God’s love for the 

poor by taking part in house-to-house collections for Christian 

Aid. This fantastic witness is a chance to take the mission of the 

church into your community. 
  

Throughout the week in Cuddington, there will be House to House Collections 
There will be the following events:    
  Sunday May 10th 10 a.m. Christian Aid Family Service, St Nicholas 
  Monday May 11th 7 - 9 pm  Bring and Buy Coffee Evening and  Plant Sale,  
  Wellfield House, Spurt Street, the home of Charles and Angela Sanderson. All welcome! 

Congratulations to Joseph Storey and Freddie 

Goodson who were joint winners of the Easter 

Panto competition staged on Easter Monday in 

St Nicholas Church. Luckily they are good 

friends as they had a huge Easter Egg to 

share! Their answers are printed on page 10 

 SUNSHINE CLUB MATINEE 

CINEMA at The Bernard Hall on 

Monday 18th May at 1.30 (doors 

open 1pm).   

Our May film is ‘High Society’(111mins) star-

ring Bing Crosby, 

Grace Kelly and 

Frank Sinatra. 

Tickets available 

from Liz Davies  

299150 priced £5/

conc £4 include 

tea & cake.   

In what has now become a local tradi-

tion, the Witchert Chorale will be sing-

ing a selection of madrigals at the top 

of St. Nicholas Church on: 
 

May Day, Monday 4th May at 

9.30am. 
 

This will be followed by further sing-

ing inside the churches.  Admission is 

free and all are most welcome to come 

along.  Coffee and other refreshments 

will be provided.  

The Infant school children of our 

school will, once again, be sing-

ing around the village and hand-

ing out posies of flowers to vil-

lagers on Thursday 21st May 

from 9.30am.  
 

The children tour the village 

starting on the Lower Green, 

then make their way up to Ber-

nard Close via Hollytree Lane 

before finishing with Country 

Dancing in the playground. 
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I’m sure we all love Spring-time. Days are longer, winter is (largely!) passed, buds and blos-
soms are on the trees, snow-drops and crocuses have come and gone, daffodils and primroses, 
tulips and hyacinths are everywhere, lambs are skipping about in the fields and the cows have 
arrived for the summer months. All this must lift our spirits. Fiona and I have just returned 
from a week in Cornwall, walking the cliffs, where banks of primroses and many other flow-
ers seem even more beautiful and spring is a little further ahead than here in Cuddington. For 
us, all this reminds us yet again of God’s amazing Creation.  
 

As I write this, I look back at Good Friday and then Easter which we celebrated two weeks 
ago. Over 100 folk came to our Easter service, a quarter of them children – and both the mes-
sage and the singing were great! Jesus Christ really did rise from the dead! Then the Astro-
Panto on the Monday followed by the Easter-egg hunt saw nearly 40 children and loads of 
Mums and Dads enjoying the event and taking in the message told very differently and origi-
nally. Many of us Oldies were there too and thoroughly enjoyed it all! 

 

Towards the end of May, the Church celebrates Pentecost, remembering when God’s Holy Spirit was sent and filled the 
early Christians with His Power, resulting during the following 2,000 years in the World being turned up-side down – or 
as some would put it, down-side up. There are Christians now in every Country of our globe, men and women, boys and 
girls, who have turned from darkness to Light, who have believed in and found fullness of life in the crucified, risen and 
ascended Jesus Christ. 
 

Shortly before the Easter period, Archbishop Justin Welby gave one of his Lambeth Lectures and said, inter alia: 
 

“The best decision anyone can ever make, at any point in life, in any circumstances, whoever they are, wherever 
they are, whatever they are, is to become a disciple of Jesus Christ. There is no better decision for a human being 
in this life: any human being.”  I couldn’t agree more! 
 

We do wish all VV readers a great month of May, and don’t forget Wichert Chorale singing from the Church Tower on 
Monday 4th, morning! 
 

Graham Carr  

Thought for the Month 
 

On May 8 1945 victory in Europe was declared.  In London thousands poured out 
into the streets.  Crowds thronged Trafalgar Square and The Mall and King 
George VI and Queen Elizabeth made no fewer than eight appearances on the 
balcony of Buckingham Palace.  At times they were joined by Winston Churchill 
and the two young princesses Elizabeth and Margaret. 
 

Meanwhile there were no such celebrations in Cuddington.  There is no record of 
any special events in the village on that day.  However, a villager, Joan Watson 
(later Underwood), recalled travelling to London and joining the jubilant crowds 
in Trafalgar Square. 
 

The main reason for the lack of activity on VE day in Cuddington was that most of 
the 40 men who were serving in the Forces were not demobilised until a year lat-
er.  For example, Ted Ferris was on minesweeping duties in Burmese waters be-
fore he returned to Portsmouth on 31 March 1946.  When he was demobilised he 
was given a trilby, an overcoat and a suit.  William Woodford was sailing on 
HMS Enterprise, a troop carrier, and was not demobbed until May 1946.  Ron 
Orchard in REME served in the Middle East before being demobbed in November 
1946. 
 

Sadly 3 men did not return.  Their names are recorded on the war memorial in St Nicholas churchyard.  Dennis Joyce was re-
ported missing when his Wellington aircraft was shot down in a bombing raid over Germany.  Gunner Jack Frost of the Royal 
Artillery died in a Prisoner of War camp in Burma in July 1943.  Gunner William Webb experienced cruel misfortune.  He was 
captured by Germans and sent to a camp in Prague.  He was killed probably by German army fire while being transported to 
the airport to home and freedom on the very day peace was declared in Europe. 
 

As the prospect of peace became more certain a Welcome Home Committee was established in the village.  Entertainments were 
mounted in the Bernard Hall to raise money so that each serviceman would receive a gift on his return.  These gifts were usually 
distributed by the vicar, Reverend Drury.  For most villagers VE celebrations took the form of private family festivities when 
their men finally returned from the war. 

Peter Wenham 

Churchill waves to crowds in Whitehall 
on the day he broadcast to the nation that 
the war against Germany had been won, 8 
May 1945 (VE Day). [Picture: Imperial War 
Museum H 41849] 
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The collection dates for brown bins (garden 

waste) in May are: 

Monday 11th May 

Saturday 30th May (due to Bank Holiday) 

Loko’s choice in life is simple: 
‘If I can’t collect firewood, my children will die.’ 

Four times a week, in a remote corner of Ethiopia, Loko makes a back-breaking 
eight-hour trip to gather wood. It’s a task she dreads, but she steels herself to do 
it because if she doesn’t her children will starve. 

 
She prays to God as she walks. ‘I ask him to change my life 

and lead us out of this,’ she says. 

Just £5 could give Loko a loan to start her own business 
buying and selling tea and coffee, freeing her from her des-
perate task and allowing her to spend more time caring for 
her family. 

  Please give generously this Christian Aid Week 

 

It’s been a long 

time coming, but 

high-speed, fibre-

optic broadband is 

at last available in 

the village.   
 

Villagers who have 

already upgraded report a massive improvement in 

performance – typically eight or nine times faster 

than before – although this will depend on how far 

away you are from the BT box (outside The Crown). 
 

To arrange to upgrade you will need to contact your 

Internet Service Provider, and you may well need to 

pay more. 

Cuddington Parish Council is delighted 
to announce that the village website has 
now been redesigned to work perfectly 
with your smartphone or tablet comput-
er.  You’ll see almost exactly the same 
content as you would on a desktop PC, 
with only the banner photographs re-
moved to save space, but with a layout 
optimised for the smaller screen. 
 
Browse the latest news from around the 
village; find out what’s happening in the 
village calendar; discover what your 
newly-elected Parish Council are doing 
for the village; read the latest Neighbour-
hood Watch alerts; book tickets for the 
Village Picture House.  
 

Register as a website member to receive email updates – all from the 
convenience of your smartphone or tablet.  Browse the new website 
now at www.cuddingtonvillage.com 

Cuddington Stores opening times for 

both of the May Bank Holiday week-

ends are: 
 

Saturday - 8am - 5.30pm 

Sunday - 8.30am - 12.30pm 

Bank Holiday Monday - 8am - 11am 
 

Don’t forget that the Post Office 

can supply all your holiday  

currency at competitive rates too! 
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Please join us for a 

Bank Holiday Family Day 
Sunday 24th May 

 

Bouncy Castle and BBQ from  

5pm - 7pm 
 

Karaoke in the bar from 7pm 
 

Everyone welcome! 

An excellent turnout of 

some 65 parishioners was 

in the Bernard Hall on 22nd 

April to take part in discus-

sion, hear about what is 

happening in the village 

and to raise concerns and 

questions about specific 

issues. Ken Birkby, Chair-

man of Parish Council opened the meeting and emphasised 

that this was not in any way a Council meeting but one for 

the specific benefit of the village. 
 

The meeting heard from Chris Long about how well the web-

site was doing and he encouraged everyone to register their 

interests on it. He also mentioned that high-speed broadband 

was now available in the village and recommended people to 

contact their service providers. 
 

Ken chaired a wide-ranging discussion regarding traffic, 

parking, parents’ cars and the perennial issue of speeding 

traffic through the village! After much discussion it was 

agreed to suggest that the new Parish Council might resur-

rect and re-visit the work that the Traffic Action Group had 

done and possibly update and re-assess it. 
 

John Luckett gave the meeting a report on the state of the 

Playing Fields Association’s finances, which he said were 

not in a healthy state and was faced with an immediate chal-

lenge of replacing the mower. He described the current situ-

ation at the club and asked that the village support the Club-

house as much as possible. The Editors of both the Website 

as well as Village Voice made a plea for the PFA to be much 

more proactive in presenting items and news articles for 

publication. 
 

Jo Goodson, Chair of the Fete Committee, said all the plans 

were progressing well and she thanked people for their of-

fers and asked for as much help as possible – the theme this 

year being “Around the World”, which gave everyone plenty 

of scope for dressing up! 
 

There were also very positive inputs from Richard Winnicot, 

Chairman of Governors, who reported that the school con-

tinued to go from strength to strength and from Chris Long 

who said that the Village Picture House had had a very suc-

cessful year, with over 2,000 tickets being sold! 
 

At about 9.40pm following brief inputs from both our District 

and County Councillors Ken suggested that further discus-

sions might be better over a glass of wine! Jennifer Schram 

de Jong proposed a vote of thanks to Ken and many stayed 

on for a good social chat and catch up. 
 

A very successful and 

positive evening had 

been had, and it was a 

great opportunity for 

parishioners to influ-

ence and find out just 

what is happening in 

their village.   

 

 

 

The minutes of the meeting will be posted shortly. 

ELECTIONS 
 

It cannot have escaped anyone’s at-

tention that May 7th is election day! 
  

Perhaps not quite as important as the General Election but the 

Parish Council elections are on the same day!  All of the seven 

places on our council need to be filled.  
 

FLY TIPPING - LOW LANE 
 

Not for the first time has Low 
Lane suffered from the atten-
tions of fly-tippers.  Howev-
er, overnight on Thursday 
16th April the road was com-
pletely blocked by a load of 
rubbish across its whole 
width. 
 

This was an assortment of 
general builders’ and house-
hold rubbish and had been 
clearly put there by a tipper truck dumping it in a heap and driv-
ing off.  Unfortunately, there was no evidence as to the source 
of this load, to facilitate a prosecution. 
 

It is vitally important that if anyone sees unauthorised tipping or 
has suspicions, the police are informed.  This is a criminal of-
fence.  Even if the tipper was a ‘one man band’ and the long 
term effects are small, the fine, on conviction in the Magistrates’ 
Court, could be up to £10,000. 
 

If anyone comes across fly-tipped material, other than on private 
land, inform Bucks County Council online, or ring 01296 
480771 or 0845 3301856 and they will effect a clear-up. 
Householders are reminded that legitimate waste disposal con-
tractors are registered and you should ask to see evidence of 
being a ‘Registered Waste Carrier, for anyone offering to re-
move rubbish for you.  The householder can also be prosecuted, 
by the Courts, if they have not taken reasonable care to do this 
and their rubbish is subsequently ‘fly-tipped.’  They could face 
a fine of up to £5000 for not doing so.  If in doubt, the Environ-
ment Agency holds a register, which can be checked on line, or 
by phone on 08708 506506. 
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Mr Mike Payne was the speaker for the meeting on 

Tuesday, April 14th.  His topic was ‘The History of 

Pinewood Studios’. He began his talk by showing a 

photograph of a truly splendid house, which had 

been built in 1890. He then described how in the 

twentieth century it was bought be a great film enthusiast who, 

along with the wealthy and knowledgeable Cecil B. De Mille, 

decided to turn this magnificent house and its extensive grounds 

into film studios.  
 

By 1936 all was ready for a grand opening. At this time the name 

of the house was changed into Pinewood--- Pine because of the 

many pine trees growing on the estate and ‘wood’ was surely say-

ing to the Americans ‘You are not the only makers of films’!  Mr 

Payne then referred to the many films made here up to the start of 

the war in 1939 and he showed photographs of the stars of those 

early years,  and many of the audience were reminded of their 

early film going years.  
 

During the war commercial filming ceased but films were made 

here to help allied troops in different parts of the world. With the 

declaration of peace commercial filming started again and once 

more the symbol of an arm striking a gong, which had been first 

used in1936, was visible at the beginning of each film issued from 

these studios. Mr. Payne continued to refer to films which were 

made in these studios right up to the present day and further pho-

tographs of stars continued to provide nostalgic reminders of the 

audience’s film-going of the past. The providing of these memo-

ries and the fluency and enthusiasm of the speaker provided a 

most interesting afternoon .   
 

A vote of thanks was given by Lynn Ashby. 
 

Before the next monthly meeting there will be an outing to Water-

perry for afternoon tea and an opportunity to view its lovely gar-

dens. 

On 28th March the Witchert Chorale, accompanied by a 

choir from Berlin, Golgatha Kantorie, gave a concert in St 

Nicholas Church, Cuddington to an audience of over 100 

people.  The English choir was conducted by David Quinn 

and the German choir by Martin Kruger. 

The programme included works by John Taverner, 

Brahms, Mendelssohn and Elgar, and readings by Andy 

Hardy. 

It was, as always with the Witchert Chorale in Cudding-

ton, very well received and gave much pleasure to the au-

dience. 

The evening was in aid of the Utugi Street Children Kenya 

Project, and a total of £1207.00 was raised for this cause.  

The money will be put towards building a second storey, 

and putting a roof on staff flats. 

The WI thanks its members, their families and our friends in the 
village for supporting the Copper Collection for Young Carers 

Bucks.  The collection started in 2007.  We make a donation each 
year, usually in November.  The total raised up to November 

2014 was £1785. 
 

Young Carers Bucks has a team of professionals and helpers 
who support children.  These children have, for various reasons, 

taken on the responsibility for their families.  Some of the chil-
dren are as young as five or six years.  All the children are given 
practical and social support.  Our WI is glad to be of some help. 

 

Mary Turner for Cuddington WI 

 

Cuddington resident, Charles Riley, is 

celebrating 25 years as a numismatist. 

Charles studies, collects and sells coins 

and medals from all over the world.  

 

 

As part of his celebrations, he has issued a 

commemorative medal. The medals are 

available at £10 each - please contact 

Charles on 01296 747598 or visit 

www.charlesriley.co.uk 

Spring has certainly sprung, and with it our Tennis club starts a new season.  It is 25 years since the 

courts were built and the Club formed, and preparations for an August celebration are already under 

way. 
 

Meanwhile Club Nights continue on Wednesdays/Thursdays starting at 7.30pm, and Club Mornings on 

Wednesdays starting at 10.00am.  Our coach, Sue Dunn, leads several sessions on a Monday afternoon/

evening for adults and juniors.  For further information please go to our website via Cuddington Vil-

lage. 
 

New members are always welcome: please contact our Chairman, Charles Sanderson (01844 291626) 

or our Membership Secretary, Stella Young (01296 748771).  Any adult thinking of joining but who 

would like to have a “taster” is very welcome to come along to Club Night on the first Wednesday/Thursday of each month – 

again, please contact Charles Sanderson for details.  
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Cuddington Playing Field Association 

Fun Day, Dog Show &  
Car Boot 

Cuddington Playing Field 

Sunday 7th June 

12 – 3pm 

 

 

 

 
Bouncy Castle          BBQ         Tombola 

Face Painting       Raffle          Open Bar 

Welly Wanging         Tea and Cakes 

Tug O War      

Fun Dog Show             Car Boot Sale 

Plus many more 
 

For any enquires please contact Lorraine 

290606 

Funds and support are needed in order to help raise funds to 

maintain our playing fields and clubhouse. In order to make the 

Fun Day on 7th June a success the Playing Field Association 

need the following: 

 

 You, your dog, your family, and friends to come along 

and support the event! 

 

 Raffle & tombola prizes - from booze to biscuits, gift sets 

to hampers, anything you think suitable! Or perhaps 

you could pop some extras in your trolley in your weekly 

shop! Better still buy them at our shop! 

 

 Helpers on the day to allow others to take a break and 

enjoy the day too - it could be setting up, manning a 

stall or helping to clear at the end, every extra pair of 

hands very welcome! 

 

Donations can be left at Denise’s or contact Laura Ewers on 

299027. 

 

The CPFA AGM is to be held in on July 22nd at 

7.30pm in the Clubhouse - please do come along if 

you can be part of the team maintaining and protect-

ing our playing fields for the future. 

At the Gardening Club meeting on 13th April gar-

den author Andrew Mikolajski gave an entertaining talk which 

produced much merriment and lively interactive responses from  

members.  Andrew was giving out tips for jobs in the garden 

which need to be done during this month as well as useful advice 

about plant nutrition, moving plants and the new RHS code for 

hardiness on plant labels: 
 

This month: 

 Slug control is required 

 Buy good quality compost for containers 

 Plant up begonia tubers 

 Prune forsythia after flowering 

 Use “Seed Blanket” to prevent dampening off 

There is a new product “Grow Cube” for growing tomatoes 
 

In the words of one member “His delivery reminded me of the 

expert on glass on the Antiques Road Show”. 
 

The next meeting takes place on Monday 18th May, a week 

later than normal, 7.30 pm in the playing field clubhouse when 

Charlie Powell will be talking about her new charity at World’s 

End, Lindengate which encourages “The Promotion of Wellbe-

ing through Horticulture”. It is based on the concept that work-

ing in the fresh air benefits physical and mental health, promotes 

social interaction and provides a real sense of achievement when 

things grow. 
 

A coach outing is being arranged to visit Coton Manor Gardens 

in Northants on Saturday 4th July; the cost will be £22 per mem-

ber, £24 for guests which includes entry. If you are interested in 

joining us, please contact Elsie Frost on 290768. 

A regular Pilates Barre class takes 

place each week in the Bernard Hall 

from 9.15 - 10.15am. The class is run 

by Debbie Corpe. 
 

Barre Class is a fun, full body 

workout set to upbeat music.  It com-

bines the best of the Lotte Berk meth-

od, Ballet technique and Pilates 

movement principles to provide an energizing, music based 

workout that strengthens, stretches and tones the whole 

body.  Class consists of a warm-up, arm work with light 

weights, standing exercises at the Barre and then a Pilates 

Matwork section to finish. The Barre workout is meant to be 

fun, and to make participants feel strong, energised and 

aligned. 
 

Debbie trained as a Pilates teacher at the Oxford School of 

Pilates and worked there for a number of years.  She then 

spent 8 years at Tring Pilates Studio before concentrating 

on working locally. In addition to Barre class she teaches 

Mat class in Chearsley and works in a Pilates Studio using 

large Pilates equipment, the Reformer, Cadillac, Ladder 

Barrel and Chair.   
 

The best thing about teaching Pilates is the positive feed-

back from clients, both those with specific conditions and 

those without.  A happy body goes a long way towards cre-

ating a happy mind! 
 

For more information, please contact Debbie on 

07770646494 or e-mail deborahcorpe@gmail.com 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=fun%20day&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=xLBvLgFODxWkxM&tbnid=Ds3YozWsREOmgM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://grandunionplace.blogspot.com/2012/05/fun-day-saturday-23rd-june.html&ei=tJIMUs39GMPR0QWB84CIBA&bvm=bv.50723672,d.d2


7 

What did Cuddington look like on the 1970s?  Two films at the Village Picture House in the next 

few weeks will answer that very question.  Firstly, on 28th May, we present a made-for-TV ver-

sion of the Agatha Christie whodunnit Why Didn’t They Ask Evans?  Much of the plot centres 

around the fictional Welsh seaside town of Marchbolt – and most of the town’s scenes were 

filmed here in Cuddington.  The film was made in 1979 with a £1 million budget, a large sum for 

the time, and provides a fascinating glimpse of how the village looked 36 years ago.  An all-star 

cast includes Francesca Annis, James Warwick, Eric Porter – and Sir John Gielgud as the vicar 

of St. Nicholas Church! 

 

In 1970, a film production company made a one-hour documentary for BBC TV about life in 

quintessential Buckinghamshire villages – and the villages they selected were Cuddington and 

Nether Winchendon!  Several villagers were interviewed for this candid, highly interesting fea-

ture.  We’ll be showing the documentary four times on Sunday 14th June, at 3.00, 4.30, 6.00 and 

7.30pm, and tickets will be just £2 per person. 

 

Meanwhile, on 14th May, National Theatre Live presents George Bernard Shaw’s witty, provoc-

ative play Man and Superman with Ralph Fiennes playing 

Jack Tanner.  “Ralph Fiennes excels as the charismatic, 

volatile hero of Shaw’s super-sized drama of ideas” says 

The Daily Telegraph.  “Ralph Fiennes gives one of the best 

performances of his career” says The Independent.  On 21st 

May we screen The Theory of Everything starring BAFTA-

winning Eddie Redmayne as Stephen Hawking in the love 

story about the famous physicist and his first wife.  

“Redmayne gives a brilliant performance: one that captures 

Hawking’s restless intellectual curiosity, his drive and hu-

mour” says The Independent.  “Redmayne towers: this is an 

astonishing, genuinely visceral performance” says The 

Guardian 

 

On 9th June, National Theatre 

presents the live premiere of 

the feature film adaptation of 

London Road.  With an en-

semble cast that includes 

Olivia Colman, Kate Fleet-

wood, Anita Dobson and 

Tom Hardy, London Road 

documents the events that 

shook Suffolk in 2006, when 

the quiet rural town of Ips-

wich was shattered by the 

discovery of the bodies of 

five women.  The film screen-

ing will be followed by an 

exclusive Q&A with the key cast and crew, broadcast live 

from London.   
 

On 11th June our film is Leviathan, a tragic tale set in the 

remote Russian northwest about a man living on a rocky 

peninsula who struggles against a corrupt mayor wanting 

his piece of land.  This beautiful, astounding film won Best 

International Film at the Munich Film Festival.  In Russian 

with subtitles.  
 

Visit the web page for more details of all features: 

www.cuddingtonvillage.com/cinema 

“A cracking year!” 
That is how Chairman Markus Bol-

ton described 2014 for the Bernard 

Hall when he opened up the AGM 

on 24th March. 
 

Addressing the meeting he said that the number of actual book-
ings was 25% up on the previous year. Although this did not 
reflect in a similar increase in takings the operating surplus for 
the year was a healthy £3,307 and it meant that the hall was 
being used more widely. He said that the Hall had been well 
used with a wide range of users including theatre, exercise clas-
ses and numerous fund raising and other village social events.  
The bookings increase did not take into account the regular use 
of the hall by Cuddington Youth Drama or the Village Picture 
House, both of which are major users of the hall. 
 

Following an enthusiastic response from audiences, the Picture 
House showed 43 productions during the year, which is consid-
erably more than was anticipated when the project was con-
ceived, with a staggering 2,100 tickets sold! 
 

Quite apart from the range of films and National Theatre live 
events Markus acknowledged the huge success of the end of 
term Kids cinema shows, which have rapidly become a village 
institution! 
 

He went on to outline some key areas for future improvements 
and investment ranging from the problem with the wooden floor 
at the back of the hall to improving both the lighting and acous-
tics. 
 

Finally Markus passed a huge vote of thanks to 
the hard-working Committee and also acknowl-
edged the fact that last year saw the death of Dor-
othy Woodford and he wished it to be recorded 
that the Bernard Hall was much indebted to her 
for her many, many years of unstinting service 
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2 months till our ‘Around the World fete’ and things are 
hotting up! Be ready on the 11th July for a whirlwind of fun 
and entertainment.  
 

We have collected already: several boxes of books, 28 
bottles, lots of bric a brac and some toys. But we need lots 
more. Please turn out your cupboards, rifle the loft and dis-

pense with your unwanted gifts. Books and DVDs are now going straight to Way-
side House on Bridgeway. If the Birkbys are not in you can leave boxes of books 
outside their front door (provided there is no sign of rain). Toys can now go 
straight to ‘The Malt House’ on the lower green. Again if the Digby’s are not in 
please leave by the front door on a sunny day. Bags and beads can go straight to 
Denise’s Hairdressers. And all other bits and bobs can go to John in the shop or Jo 
at 10 Bernard Close. 
 

We would like: 
Books, Soft toys, Other toys, Bottles (of any sort), Baskets, 
buckets, tins etc… Toiletries, chocolates, and things for 
the basket tombola, All bric-a-brac and second-hand 
clothes, Small packets of sweets to be used as prizes... 
And anything else you care to donate! 
 

There will be an official collection and sorting day in the 

Village Hall in June date to be confirmed in next issue. Drop off as much as you 

can between 2pm and 6pm  and please do stay to help sort donations into their 

relevant stalls which all helps in preparation for the big day! 
 

I can now reveal that this years celebrity is 
Matt Brown, acclaimed children's writer and 
Heart FM DJ. Please check out his website for 
more info www.mattbrownwriter.com 
 

 

The Grand Prize Draw tickets are being printed so be ready to buy from the vil-

lage shop from June onwards, first prize is a £100 voucher for the Mole and chick-

en as well as other vouchers for the Village shop and amazon up for grabs. 
 

The Grand Auction is also looking very exciting this year with a  golf the Oxford-

shire and Studley Green, a two night stay at Swinfen Hall Hotel in Staffordshire, 

and a place on a CiCo-CoCo cookery  course amongst the lots on offer. If you have 

anything exciting you’d like to donate to the 

auction Karen Clayton would love to hear 

from you: info@porkandginger.co.uk or 

290404. 
 

And now for my final request. There are a 
few orphan stalls in need of a parent: 
 

 The stocks – people pay 50p to throw 

a wet sponge at their friend or rela-

tion – crazy, but very popular! 

 Guess the Weight of the Cake 

 The soft toy tombola 

 Nearly new clothes 
 

Please let me know if you think you can help and I can tell you what’s involved. 
Jo Goodson, Fete chair 2015, 10 Bernard Close, 01844 292958, 

m0301291@doctors.net.uk 

The weather stayed fair for the Play Day 

on the afternoon of Friday 10th April. 

With games, face painting, Hook A 

Duck, a Bouncy Castle and home baked 

cakes and refreshments - there was 

something for everyone! 

 

This year the play scheme was funded by 

a £75 donation from the Parish Council 

and a donation of £75 from Paul Irwin 

our Bucks County Councillor. Of course, 

it couldn’t have gone ahead without the 

volunteers who fetched, carried, set up, 

baked and manned the stalls on the day - 

Jo Goodosn, Sonia Storey, Mayda Hen-

derson, Janine Humphreys and more! 

On Easter Monday, in St Nicholas 
Church, characters such as Darth Vader, 
Obi Wan, and assorted space aliens per-
formed in the Easter pantomime. A riot-
ous performance had children and grown-
ups laughing and booing as the story un-
folded. 
 

The usual dose of custard pies and adlib-
bing only added to the enjoyment!  
 

At the end, home baked goods and re-
freshments were served whilst  the audi-
ence discussed the highlights of the show. 
 

A prize was offered to children who 
could see how the theme of the panto-
mime linked through to the story of Je-
sus, the winners are: 
 

“When Jesus went to get fed to the 
Jangamawanga in the panto, it was like 
when the Romans put Jesus on the cross. 
Then Jesus came back to life just like the 
Easter story. Jesus loved the astronauts 
and gave his life for them just like he did 
for us” Freddie Goodson 
 

“...Master (God) sent Jesus (Obi Wan) 
who told the astronauts to follow his lead 
so they ran to tell the others but there 
was a trap. The alien queen said they 
would keep the astronauts and they 
would die. But then Jesus said ‘You can 
kill me, I want to save my friends’. The 
queen of the aliens said ‘take him away 
to die’. The astronauts are like Jesus , 
followers - the disciples. When Obi Wan 
was taken away with the aliens it was  
like Jesus dying on the cross” Joseph 
Storey 

http://www.facebook.com/MattBrownWriter
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“Spring is when life’s alive in everything." 

 Christina Rossetti  

May 

Monday 4th  9.30am  Wichert Chorale Madrigals at St Nicholas  

Thursday 7th All Day  Elections - Polling Station, Bernard Hall 

Sunday 10th   Start of Christian Aid Week 

Monday 11th 2.00pm  Sunshine Club in the Playing Field Club 

Monday 11th 7.00pm  Christian Aid - Bring And Buy Coffee Evening and 

    Plant Sale at Wellfield House, Spurt Street  

Wednesday 13th  2.30pm WI meeting - theme ‘Resolutions’ 

Thursday 14th 7.00pm  Man and Superman NTLive – The Village Picture 

    House 

Monday 18th 1.30pm  High Society - Sunshine Club Matinee in Bernard Hall 

Monday 18th 7.30 pm     Gardening Club, Talk  “The Lindengate Project” at 

    Worlds End 

Thursday 21st 3.15pm Infant School finishes for Half Term 

Thursday 21st 8.00pm The Theory of Everything – The Village Picture House 

Saturday 30th  8.00pm Bingo in the Playing Fields Club House Club 

Sunday 31st  6.30pm Benefice Evensong, Kingsey 
 

June 

Monday 1st  9.00am  Back to school after Half Term 

Monday 1st 2.00pm  Sunshine Club in the Playing Field Club 

Saturday 6th  2-6pm  Open Garden at Dadbrook House 

Sunday 7th 2-6pm  Open Garden at Dadbrook House 

Sunday 7th  12-3pm  Family Funday & Dog Show - Playing Fields 

Tuesday 9th  6.45pm  London Road NTLive - The Village Picture House 

Thursday 11th 8.00pm Leviathon - The Village Picture House 

Monday 15th 2.00pm  Sunshine Club in the Playing Field Club 

Saturday 20th 7.00pm CYD Sharing Talent show - Bernard Hall 

Saturday 20th  7.30pm Music in Quiet Places Concert - St Nicholas Church 

Sunday 21st 3.30pm  CYD Sharing Talent show - Bernard Hall 

Thursday 25th 8.00pm Whiplash - The Village Picture House 

Saturday 27th 7.00pm ‘Death on Smythe’ CYD Murder Mystery Play 

Saturday 27th  8.00pm Bingo in the Playing Fields Club House 

Sunday 28th 3.30pm  ‘Death on Smythe’ CYD Murder Mystery Play 

Monday 29th 2.00pm  Sunshine Club in the Playing Field Club 

Sunshine for the month was close to 
average amounting to 108.91 hours of 
bright sunshine – the normal is 111 
hours. 
 

March rainfall was well below average 
at 21.9 mm (0.86 in), the 17 year aver-
age is  
38.1 mm (1.50 in).  
 

The overall temperature for the month 
was close to average at 6.7°C (44°F); 
the normal is 6.4°C (43°F). March last 
year was a degree warmer at 7.7°C 
(46°F) and 2013 was Cuddington’s 
coldest March in over 150 years at only 
2.6°C (37°F).  
 

Daytime maximum air temperatures in 
March averaged 10.6°C (51°F); the 
normal is 10.7°C (51°F). Night time air 
minimum temperatures averaged 2.7°C 
(37°F); the normal is 2.2°C (36°F).  
 

The highest day time air maxima oc-
curred on the 7th (14.6°C, 58°F) and 
the lowest on the 19th (6.4°C, 43°F)). 
The highest night time air minima oc-
curred on the 29th (8.1°C, 47°F) and 
the lowest on the 5th (minus 1.9°C, 29°
F). The lowest temperature just above 
the grass also occurred at this time 
(minus 6.6°C, 20°F). 

Some of you may be familiar with this beautiful 3-acre garden with its mature 
trees; some may be curious about what lies behind the tall box hedge on Dadbrook; 
and some will remember the garden as our yesteryear venue for the Village Fete. 
 

Gerald and Clico Kingsbury are kindly opening their garden gate for two after-
noons – Saturday 6th and Sunday 7th from 2pm to 6pm.  

Plants will be on sale, also jewellery; teas with homemade cakes will be served on 
the terrace looking down towards the lake.   
There is free parking in the adjoining field and disabled parking is available on the 
gravel courtyard.  Entry is £4, with children and students free. 
 

For further information, phone Clico on 290 129 or Liz Davies on 299 150.   
 

The opening is in support of The Finley Newell Mobility & Equipment fund – 
Finley is Liz and Steve Davies’ second grandson who has a rare neuromuscular 
condition, Spinal Muscular Atrophy (SMA) Type2. 

The planet Venus is now well placed for 
observation appearing as a brilliant 
silver ‘star’ in the west after sunset. 
Venus, similar in size to Earth is our 
closest planetary neighbour, periodical-
ly coming as close 24 million miles (40 
million km). 
 

After sunset on the evening of the 21st 
May, if clouds permit, we will witness a 
very beautiful conjunction between the 
crescent moon and Venus. The moon 
will appear below and to the left of Ve-
nus; these celestial bodies will set in the 
north-west close to midnight. 
 

Although they will appear close togeth-
er in the sky in fact they will be over 77 
million miles apart (124 million km) – a 
mere drop in the vast cosmic ‘ocean’.    

Sean Clarke  
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The Cuddington Annual Vertebrate Watch - 

Year 5 (May 16th-17th) 

Each May since 2011, we have carried out a rather informal 
count of birds, mammals, reptiles and amphibians that appear in 
our gardens, or somewhere within a mile of Cuddington during a 
1 hour period. We had about 15 participants during the first 2 
years and this reduced to around 10 in 2013 and 2014, but we 
are beginning to build up a picture. The full results can be found 
under Greener Cuddington on the village web site. 
 

The most common birds each year have been sparrows, black-
birds and wood pigeons. Blue tits, gold finches and chaffinches 
also feature well. The 
overall trend of sight-
ings has been down-
ward, but that could be 
reversed at any time 
with the small sample. 
Specially interesting 
sightings have been ad-
ders, Greater Crested 
Newts, a barn owl, a 
great green woodpecker 
and a cuckoo. 
 
This year, I am not go-
ing to print forms for 
everyone, but I shall be 
asking people who have 
returned forms in previ-
ous years if they would like to do it this year, and looking to get 
a more even distribution around the village. We really need 
more people to take part in the south side, around Dadbrook.  
 
What is required is that participants get a form from me (details 
below), and then spend an hour during the weekend of May 16
-17th watching their garden, or any place close to Cuddington, 
and count the number and type of birds, mammals, amphibians 
or reptiles that they see during that time.  The results are noted 
on the form which should then be returned to me and I will col-
late and publish the results and also send them the the British 

Trust For Ornithology. 
 
If you are interested, please contact me and I 
will supply a form in time for the event. 
 

doug@doug-kennedy.com.   
Tel. 01844 290602 

Services at St. Nicholas 
(Churchwardens: James Stonham 292221 and Graham Carr 290000)  

May 2015 
   

3rd 10.00 am   HOLY COMMUNION 
  A modern Communion Service with hymns. The children go to  
  “Sunday Special” for part of the service 
  

10th 10.00 am   FAMILY SERVICE  
  A service for all ages, including lively hymns, with the  
  involvement of young musicians and occasional drama. 
  

17th 10.00 am   HOLY COMMUNION 
   A less formal modern Communion Service with hymns. 
   The children go to Sunday Special for part of the Service  
   

24th 10.00 am MORNING WORSHIP 
     A service of worship and the word, with a mixture of 
   traditional and modern hymns. The children go straight 
   to Chattabox and the Grid in the Bernard Hall at 9.50 a.m.  
  

 11.15 am   HOLY COMMUNION 
  A communion service with hymns, according to the  
                 Book of Common Prayer. 
 

Opportunities for praying together in church are Thursdays at 9am and Sundays at 9.10am 
  

There is a service at 5.30 pm every Sunday evening at Cuddington Methodist Chapel. 

 

The sun shone for the Sunshine 

Club Spring Bazaar on 18th April 

and we are  delighted to report 

that we took approx £480. 

 

Thank you so much to everyone – 

to those who donated, to our stal-

wart helpers and to our generous 

customers. 

The building works for the Headteacher’s office are al-

most complete and we do thank our neighbours for their 

patience during recent weeks of noise and disruption. 

 

It has been wonderful to see the children taking their 

learning outside over the last 2 weeks. Foundation using 

their telescopes, year 1 and 2 practicing their dancing. 

Before Easter year 3 and 4 had a Viking ceremony in 

which they (carefully) burnt a model Viking ship. 

 

The children enjoyed the Easter Sports club during the 

holidays and a big thank you to Mr Mould and Mrs Arnott 

for making it such a success.  

 

We have had new staff and children join the school since 

the holidays- Mrs Venn and Mrs Simpson in Foundation 

and Bethany in year 2.  I know that they have been made 

to feel very welcome- it's as if they have always been 

here! 

 

Our new school website has gone live! We are very proud 

of the new format and would like to thank all those in-

volved in working on the project, please do take a look: 

www.cuddingtonanddintonschool.com 

 

On Thursday 21st May the Infant children, dressed in  

mufti, with tour the village handing out posies to specta-

tors as they sing on the Lower Green and in Bernard 

Close. Country Dancing then takes place in the school 

playground. Please do come and see them! 


