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FEBRUARY 

2015 
 

VOLUME 

EIGHTEEN 

 

On Thursday 5th March 

our MP, John Bercow, is 

attending a meeting in 

Cuddington about Climate 

Change.  The event is tak-

ing place in St Nicholas’ 

Church, from 7.30 pm.   

 

Also taking part are Martin Hodson, Doug Kennedy 

and representatives from Haddenham in Transition 

and Christian Aid. 

 

It will be a fascinating evening, and an opportunity for 

us to put our views on this subject to our MP. 

Eighty percent of the houses in the village have inter-

net access. Only half these Cuddington parishioners 

are registered as members of the village website. The 

Parish Council recommends everyone with Net access 

to register – this increases the current use of the web-

site’s interactive facility and its potential usefulness in 

the future. 

 

The present benefits of registering are that you will get 

immediate notification via an email when information 

is put on the website that is of interest to you; for e 

(Continued on page 4) 

There was a packed church on 

Sunday 25th January when very many 

parishioners and friends gathered 

after the services for a bring-and-

share lunch to say farewell to Jane 

and David Benson. 
 

They are moving to the Wye valley to be nearer both of their 

daughters and will be much missed; their contributions to our village 

and  especially  to St Nicholas’  church have  been immense and a 

special tribute to them will be published in a future edition of Village 

Voice. 
 

In the meantime we wish them all happiness and say ‘thank you’ for 

all that they have done. 

Village Voice was launched in  1998 in  response to a  wish from  

villagers to improve communications, and have a regular newsletter 

for the village informing people as to events and activities. 

 

So, what is the purpose of Village Voice today?  Do you use it to find 

out information about Cuddington? Do you use it to publicise your 

organisation’s activities and report on events? Do you enjoy reading 

about people and the village’s history?  

 

It is a magazine for Cuddington, produced by St Nicholas’ Church, 

and we want it to encompass everything about the village, and what it 

has to offer.   Therefore  we  would like to welcome articles from 

readers, information about future events.  Organisations can submit 

articles promoting themselves and what they do. We have included in 

this issue the dates by which we would like items and information to 

be submitted. 

 

But please also let us know what you would like to see, what you 

have enjoyed, and would like to see continue. How would you like 

Village Voice to serve you, what do you want from it? And maybe 

things you don’t want from it!! 

 

Village Voice works closely with the village website (which is run 

and sponsored by the Parish Council) and we would urge you to read 

the item about it in this issue and take to advantage of registering with 

the website; by doing this you will get immediate updates and infor-

mation on village activities which interest you. 

 Helen Keeping, Editor 

This year’s village fête will be 

held on  

Saturday 11th July. 

See page 4 for what it’s all 

about and how to help ! 
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On New Year’s Day, botanists counted 368 UK flowers in bloom! The text books tell us that 

there should be 20 to 30. The New Year plant hunt is an annual event run by the Botanical 

Society and the increasing numbers of plants flowering is yet another worrying indication of 

climate change. If we do not take action to limit this change, things could run out of control and 

the children that we now see in our villages will need to cope with something that is beyond our 

experience. 

 

A business as usual approach to energy use will mean a rise in temperature that would radically change our weather, 

wildlife, crops and our lifestyles. It will make some parts of the world uninhabitable and there will inevitably be many 

refugees and much suffering worldwide. Even if we could stop using fossil fuels completely today, we are still 

committed to significant climate change. 

 

At the end of this year, world leaders will be meeting in Paris and the hope is that they will come to a firm agreement to 

limit the use of fossil fuel energy and put the course of the planet back onto a sustainable course. Pope Francis is 

publishing an encyclical about climate change in the summer to encourage people to take climate change seriously. On 5 

March, John Bercow will be visiting Cuddington for a public meeting about climate change hosted by St Nicholas 

Church. There will be an overview of the issues and a chance to ask questions. 

 

Christians believe in a God who loves this world and cares for all the creatures within it and every human being. At the 

start of the Bible is an account of the creation of the world when each part of this world is seen as “good”. Humans are 

given responsibility to care for this world. I wonder how we have shaped up? But I don’t believe that God has left us 

alone in the duty. As we seek to engage with the environmental crisis that we face, I truly believe that our creator God 

will aid us in this task. 

 

Margot Hodson 

Thought for the Month  

Village Voice is published by the Cuddington Parochial Church Council as a service to the community. 

Editorial Team: Helen Keeping - 291635 or wichertcot@btinternet.com; Chris Blumer - 290647 or chrisblumer@blumer.co.uk ; 
Karen Clayton  - 290404 or info@porkandginger.co.uk  

For advertising, please contact: Karen Clayton as above 

Rubbish 

We all love living in Cuddington for a 

variety of reasons.  It is pretty, friendly, 

safe, convenient and clean.  However, 

whilst the streets and pavements are 

generally clean, the dieback of foliage 

and  grass  does  reveal  how  much 

rubbish is discarded into the neighbour-

ing roadside verges, ditches and fields.  

It is fair to say that virtually all of this is 

discarded by some moronic road-users 

but they don’t worry about the mess 

they leave behind them on the roads 

entering our village. 

 

The County Council does have respon-

sibility for roadside rubbish but with the 

lack of funding, it struggles to clear the 

major roads 

like the A418, 

let alone the 

minor roads.  

The Parish 

Council or-

ganises occasional volunteer litter picks 

(usually  with  the  same half dozen 

people only!) and will be doing so again 

in the near future.  In addition, can we 

urge everyone to put a carrier bag in 

your pocket, when out on walks, and 

collect up any rubbish you see.  If there 

is anything like car tyres, furniture or 

other fly-tipping, let the PC know and 

we will press BCC to clear it. 

 

Elections 

You need no reminding of the impend-

ing General Election in May but there 

are also simultaneous 

elections for District 

Council and our own 

Parish Council.  We 

have to pay a share 

of the costs of 

mounting the elec-

tions  and  we have been informed that this is likely to be £900 plus!  Hence the 

reason  why  the PC has decided to  increase  the precept (share of Council Tax 

coming back to Cuddington PC) for this year. 
 

A measure  of a vibrant community is  the number  of  people  who  want to get 

involved in  things,  so let’s have a large number of candidates putting themselves 

forward for the Parish Council elections.  It is clear that there will be pressures in 

the future for parishes to take more responsibility for services to the community and 

this will be a substantial challenge. 
 

New faces on the PC and change will be good for the village! 

The annual Parish Supper will be 

in the Bernard Hall on 

Saturday 21st February 

7.00pm for 7.30pm 
 

The speaker will be Roger Howell of 

Barnabas Fund. 
 

Tickets available from Myles Saker—

291825 
 

Donations to cover expenses will be 

appreciated with any surplus going to 

Barnabas Fund 
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On  Monday,  15th   

December many  

villagers enjoyed a 

wonderful meal followed 

by carols from the 

Infants of  Cuddington 

and Dinton School with Father Christ-

mas in attendance.  
 

A big thank you to Sherry Scott and her 

team of helpers for organising such a 

great occasion and it is much appreciat-

ed that so much work and organisation 

goes into such a successful occasion. 

 Thelma Parry 

If you  are  submitting  an  item  for 

publication in Village Voice, please 

note the deadline dates below; these 

relate to the next month’s edition: 
 

⇒ Monday 16th February 

⇒ Monday 16th March 

⇒ Monday 20th April 

⇒ Monday 18th May 

⇒ Monday 15th June 

⇒ Monday 20th July 

⇒ Monday 21st September 

⇒ Monday 19th October 

⇒ Monday 16th November 
 

Please email your contribution to the 

Editor at: 

wichertcot@btinternet.com  

I am part of the Nightingale Country 

Crafts group.  We  are a group of 43 

ladies and 2 men who knit, do crochet, 

sew or make wooden items.  These items 

we sell on craft stalls at various local 

events.  All the funds we raise go to help 

The Florence Nightingale Hospice in 

Aylesbury.   

 

We are an official volunteer fundraising 

group who are registered with the hos-

pice.  We are in desperate need of dona-

tions of new balls of wool (full or part), 

also material.  Please contact me if you 

can donate wool or material, or if you 

require more information about our 

group. 

 

Laura Ewers 01844 299027.  

Our Village Shop is often referred to in issues of “Village Voice”.  Let us take a 

look at the people living there a century ago. 
 

Our best documentary source is the 1911 Census for Cuddington, which gives 

many details of the household at the shop.  We learn that ten people were living 

there.  The Head of the house was Tom Munday, aged 49.  His occupation was 

described as “butcher and grocer”.  His wife, Martha, had been born in Thame.  

Their two sons, Percy (19) and Arthur (14) assisted in the family business.  The 

third son, Walter, was still a pupil at the village school. Also living in the house 

were five foster sons and daughters.  The eldest was John Gardery, who was 15 

and worked as a farm labourer.  The other four were the Sillwood children who 

had been orphaned in 1909 after the death 

of their mother.  Their father had died two 

years before.  Elizabeth was 12, Albert was 

11, while Olive and Winifred were 7 and 6 

respectively.   

 

We have a glimpse of Lizzie (as she was 

called) in the school log book on 8 March 

1910, when she was “commended” for her 

work following a Diocesan inspection.  The 

Census form required the householder to 

state the birthplace of every person in the 

house, but Tom Munday could only write 

“not known” for the Sillwood children.  We 

believe now that they came from Sunbury.  

Apparently there was a family link with St 

Mary’s Church, Sunbury and it is conjec-

tured that the church authorities may have 

been responsible for having the children 

fostered. 

 

Finally, the census form reports that Tom Munday’s house in Upper Church Street 

had eight rooms excluding “scullery, lobby, bathroom, warehouse, office and 

shop”, which were not required to be listed and counted.  This would suggest that 

there was space enough for ten people, given the standards of the day when so 

many  smaller  cottages  in  the  village were very crowded.  The initials of the 

enumerator, who was charged with the duty of verifying the census records are 

“T.J.F.”.  This was Thomas John Frost, who was also the Mundays’ next door 

neighbour at Chestnut Cottage and the young and enterprising headmaster of the 

village school.  His school log book not only has the note about Lizzie , but also 

confirms that the headmaster himself was given leave of absence on 3 April 1911 

– the day after the census  -  to check the village returns.  He also adds that 

“several lessons on the census have been given to the children” .  The Sillwood 

children and Walter must have felt under strict surveillance at home as well as at 

school with their headmaster living next door! 

 

However, Thomas Frost died in August 1911 aged 30, only four months after 

checking  the village census returns.  The death certificate cites “diabetes and 

exhaustion” as the causes. There is a contemporary account in the Bucks Herald.  

Colonel Bernard was the chief dignitary, while second on the list of mourners is 

Mr T Munday, “ representing the school managers”.  The report states that the 

funeral was “the largest ever seen in the village” and “hundreds (which seems an 

exaggeration) were unable to obtain admission to the church”. 

 

The Munday family had lost their next door neighbour and the children their 

Headmaster, although Thomas Frost’s widow, Susan, and his sister, Ellen, also a 

teacher at the village school, continued to live next door. 

 

Aspects  of the shop run by the  Munday family a century ago will feature in a 

future issue of Village Voice. 

 

 Peter Wenham 

Martha Munday & children—1901 
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Unfortunately, the Boules 

Club has been disbanded 

due to lack of interest from 

village residents, although 

the piste and equipment are 

available for use (contact a 

CPFA key holder). 

 

The playing field committee continues 

to work hard and will continue to put 

on fund raising events throughout the 

year. Our first event is a race night to 

be held on Feb 14th in the Bernard 

Hall, (see advert).  We are likely to be 

holding another Dog show and fun day 

in June but details of this are yet to be 

confirmed.  

 

To ensure continuing high standards 

and that the playing field is kept in an 

excellent state of repair we rely on 

income from various teams and groups 

that use the facilities; one of the main 

sources of income comes from the bar, 

which always needs more support! 

Any increase in income for the bar is 

not only much appreciated, but direct-

ly benefits the playing field which is a 

real asset to the village.  

SAVE THE DATE! 

This year’s village fête will be held on Saturday 11th July. 
 

THE THEME is to be 'Around the World'. 
There will be a fancy dress competition for the 

child and/or grown-up able to recreate the most 

fanciful  national  dress. Perhaps  you  have  a 

flamenco dress at the bottom of your dressing-up 

box, a Mexican hat from a long forgotten stag do 

or some lederhosen that you don’t get to wear as 

often as you'd like. Dust them off and get creative. 

The more countries we can represent the more 

colourful and fun the day will be. We shall also 

encourage stall holders to theme their stalls to a country of their choosing.  

If you would like to help with our village fête  please email Jo at 

m0301291@doctors.net.uk  

 

This year we are going super modern  

THERE WILL BE NO MEETINGS TO 

ATTEND 

it will all be done by email. Simply let me know whether 

you would like to help with setting up, clearing up, running 

a stall or jobs in the run up to fête day and the team will find 

you a job to do.  

 

And do think of us throughout the year if you find yourself in possession of too 

many  bottles  of booze, some smellies that don't match your bathroom decor or 

perhaps a few Christmas presents that weren't quite right. All such items will be 

gladly received for the bottle tombola, basket tombola, bric-a-brac stall or even the 

auction. Things can always be left at the village shop or 10 Bernard Close. 

 

On behalf of the fête  committee, a big thank you in advance for helping us make 

this happen. 

 

  Jo Goodson and her team of merry fête makers. 

ample when Village Picture House films are announced, or there is a concert in the 

area or perhaps information about footpaths & bridleways. There are well over 20 

different topics and categories of interest-areas to select from – so don’t miss out! 
 

It is easy and quick to register – click `Register Here` and complete the simple form. 

Each member retains control of their email preferences and their details are secure. 
* 

Our village website has a robust and effective structure thanks to excellent design by 

Simon Shaw and Chris Long’s meticulous technical specifications and continuing 

maintenance. 

      Our website: 

∗  Is owned and controlled by the Parish Council 

∗  Managed by the Website Working Group (WWG) 

∗  Has five year proven reliability 

∗  Light touch editorial policy 

∗  Content determined by our thirty editors 

∗  Statistics show usage maintained 

∗  However the interactive facilities are under used 
 

    So Please Register! 
 Stephen Turner 

Website Update 
(Continued from page 1) 

to the RACE NIGHT being held at the 

Bernard Hall on Saturday, 14th Feb-

ruary 2015, which is being organised 

by the Playing Field Association and 

Bar Committee. 

Doors open at 7.00 pm for the First 

Race at 7.45 pm. 

Tickets £8.00, including a Ploughman’s 

Supper, available from Cuddington Vil-

lage Stores and Denise’s, or contact 

Lorraine Ray, tel.01844 290606, for 

further information. 

 

Whether you fancy a ‘flutter’ or not, do 

come along for a fun evening - you will 

be supporting two much valued village 

amenities.  
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2015 is going to be a very exciting year for space enthusiasts. 

On the morning of March 20th there will be a very large partial 

solar eclipse with totality occurring in the northern extremities 

of the UK. Later that 

month the unmanned 

spacecraft Dawn goes 

into orbit around the 

dwarf planet Ceres. On 

14th July, after its in-

credibly long journey, 

the unmanned spacecraft 

New Horizons will flyby 

ex-major planet Pluto, 

the first time this very distant and very cold world has been ex-

plored close up. For those who don’t mind staying up into the 

small hours there is the chance of seeing a total lunar eclipse in 

September, the first one visible from the UK since December 

2010.   

 

Cuddington’s Weather: November & December 2014 

The overall temperature for November was 8.1°C (47°F), over a 

degree above average and our warmest November since 2011 

(9.3°C (49°F)). December’s overall temperature of 4.7°C (41°F), 

was nearly half a degree above average; but not as warm as the 

previous year – 5.9°C (43°F)). 

The overall temperature for the year was 11.2 °C (52.2°F); the 

average is 10.2°C (50.4°F); and 2014 was the village’s warmest 

in my 15 year record - the previous warmest occurring in 2011 

and 2006, both 11.0°C (51.8°F).   

  

Daytime maximum air temperatures in November and December 

averaged 10.9°C (52°F) and 7.7°C (46°F) respectively; their 

respective 15 year averages are 9.9°C (50°F) and 7.0°C (45°F). 

Nighttime air minimum temperatures averaged 5.2°C (41°F) and 

1.6°C (35°F) respectively; their respective long term averages 

are 3.8°C (39°F) and 1.5°C (35°F). 

  

The highest daytime air maxima, for November and December, 

occurred on the 1st (16.5°C, 62°F) and the 18th (12.6°C, 55°F) 

respectively. The lowest daytime air maxima occurred on the 

24th (4.3°C, 40°F) and 30th (2.1°C, 36°F), respectively. 

  

The highest nighttime air minima occurred on the 1st (12.4°C, 

54°F) and 18th (9.8°C, 50°F), respectively. The lowest nighttime 

air minima for the two months occurred on the 25th (minus 2.5°

C, 27°F) and 29th (minus 5.1°C, 23°F) respectively. The lowest 

temperature just above the grass tips was minus 5.5°C (22°F) on 

24th November and minus 9.0°C (16°F) on December 29th. 

  

November was rather dull with a total of only 51.48 hours of 

bright sunshine recorded; the long term average is 71 hours. 

December was exceptionally sunny with 89.40 hours of bright 

sunshine, the average is 54 hours. 

  

Total rainfall for November amounted to 71.1 mm (2.80 in); the 

15 year average is 64.4 mm (2.54 in). December’s total was 39.5 

mm (1.56 in); the average is 63.8 (2.51 in).  

  

Cuddington’s total rainfall for 2014 was well above average 

with 736.75 mm (29.01 in); the long term average is 627.3 mm 

(24.70 in). It was much wetter than 2013 (596.0 mm, 23.47 in) 

but drier than 2012 (868.6 mm, 34.20 in). 

 

Sean Clarke 

Friends for 
Cuddington and 
Dinton School 

are delighted to 
announce  

ICE BALL 

 16th May 2015 

Tickets for our famous annual fund raising ball 
to be held on the Junior site playing field 

are on sale now! 

www.f4cads.co.uk 

Individual tickets and whole tables are 
available - for further information please contact 

Sharon MacNab 

 tickets@f4cads.co.uk or mobile 07725 001044 

The Gardening 
Club has made a 

good start to the 

New Year with its 

annual Social 

Evening. Members were treated on arrival to a glass of Fizz  

with   smoked   salmon  canapés.   The   evening progressed  

with a  slide presentation  of  last  year’s Gardening Club 

Highlights by Elsie and James and was then followed by a 

very tasty Finger Buffet served by the Committee. Little grey 

cells were exercised by a fun quiz and the whole evening 

was rounded off with gardening jokes told by James. 
 

This year’s quiz was won by the team of Robert and 

Maureen Bates and Jaap and Jennifer Schram de Jong, who  

almost  achieved  full  marks.  Well  done!   (see photo-

graph). At the end of the evening Jennifer kindly thanked  

Elsie  and  the Committee for providing such delicious  

food,  good   entertainment and a very enjoyable social 

evening.  
 

Our  next meeting  is  the  AGM  (brief) on Monday 9th 

February,  7.30 pm in the playing field clubhouse. It will be 

followed by a talk on Coton Manor Gardens - Past, Present 

and  Future  to be presented  by Caroline Tait, who has 

developed and managed the nursery at Coton since 1993. 

She is also a garden designer, consultant and broadcaster. 

Come and join in the light hearted evening. 
 

We start our programme of garden visits with a “Snowdrop  

Afternoon” in  Bletchingdon,  Oxon on Thursday  12th  

February   meeting  at   1.45 pm at Sue Bedwell’s pretty 

garden.  For more information about this event and the 

Gardening Club, please contact Elsie Frost on 01844 

290768. Visitors are always welcome.  
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This is the first in a series of occasional 

contributions from Alan and Stella 

Marsh in which they introduce or, for 

some, remind us of some good walks to 

undertake from Cuddington—good 

walking! 

 

This walk takes about an hour and offers 

some good views and walking in open 

countryside – one arable field and many 

stiles; it needs walking boots or welling-

tons.  

 

Starting at Cuddington Village Stores – 

where you can stock up on provisions 

(but please take your litter home)  - walk 

to Denise’s hairdressing salon and turn 

left down Spurt Street and straight ahead 

at   the crossroads into Great Stone. 

Continue along here until you reach 

Spicketts Lane and go straight across 

over a stile into a field. Follow the path 

along the left-hand side of the field to 

the stile into the next field where in this 

and  the  following  field,  the   path 

continues along the right-hand side of 

the field. Go ahead over another stile 

with a paddock on your left. Continue 

ahead through an  enclosed path section 

and then along the right hand edge of 

the  field until you reach a stile going 

into a lane. Turn left down the lane and 

bend left, ignoring a footpath on your 

right. Then bend right in front of the 

entrance to Ridgebarn Farm and, when 

the bridleway shortly bends left, go 

ahead to a stile beside a gate into a field 

and follow the path along the left-hand 

edge down to another stile and then, 

after crossing this, turn left and go 

ahead with horse jumps on your right 

until you reach two new footpath gates. 

Go through these and follow a clear 

path across the lower part of the field to 

a copse on your right and a stile onto a 

bridge and another stile into field. Go ahead across the next field to a stile near the 

right hand corner and onto a bridge leading into an arable field. Now, taking aim, 

walk to a stile in the opposite hedge about 100 yards to the right of an old barn. 

Over a double stile and bridge onto a clear mown path aiming towards a five bar 

gate and a old Nuffield tractor; just after this tractor, turn left onto another mown 

path towards the top corner. Then over a stile and turn left on the drive and up to 

Frog Lane and turn right to reach the Lower Green. Then straight ahead past the 

Methodist Church on your right and bend round with the road between the school 

and the St Nicholas church and past the Bernard Hall to reach the starting point . 

Village Voice was first published in 

November 1998 and for most of the 

years since then Felicity Hilder and 

Caroline Thompson have worked 

assiduously in producing advertise-

ments. Felicity has had the difficult task 

of obtaining the advertisements and 

then seeing to the outlay whereas 

Caroline has seen to the photo-copying, 

then folding them into the form which 

we see each month, and then has had 

the sometimes challenging task of 

chasing payments! Now that they are 

both finally giving up these essential 

jobs for Village Voice we thank them 

very much for such dedicated work over 

the years.   

 Ed. 

 

Following our screening of Boy-

hood  on  29th January, several 
more Oscar-nominated films fea-
ture in the forthcoming programme  
at  the  Village Picture House. 

 

On 12th February our film will be Philomena, a moving, 
funny and, at times, shocking true story of an elderly 
woman’s search for her lost son.  Starring Judi Dench and 
Steve Coogan as unlikely friends, this film was nominated 
for four Oscars and won a BAFTA for Best Adapted 
Screenplay. 
 

On 26th February we’re screening Gone Girl, nominated for 
four Golden Globes, two BAFTAs and an Oscar.  On the 
occasion of his fifth wedding anniversary, Nick reports that 
his beautiful wife has gone missing.  But soon Nick’s lies, 
deceits and strange behaviour have everyone asking the 
same dark question: Did he kill her? 
 

In March we have three live theatre screenings: Behind the 

Beautiful Forevers on 12th March stars Meera Syal in a 
National Theatre production about the struggles of the slum 
dwellers of Mumbai.  Following its sell-out run at Manches-
ter’s Royal Exchange Theatre, Hamlet on 23rd March is a 
stripped-back, fresh and fast-paced version of Shakespeare’s 
tragic play starring Maxine Peake (Silk, The Village) in the 
title role.  On 26th March, don’t miss a stellar cast led by 
Mark Strong in the Young Vic’s “magnetic, electrifying, 
astonishingly bold” production of Arthur Miller’s A View 

from the Bridge – the Evening Standard, Guardian and 
Independent’s top theatre pick of 2014. 
 

Mr. Turner, the beautiful and untold story of the great painter J.M.W. Turner from 
acclaimed director Mike Leigh, is our film for 2nd April.  Timothy Spall is superb 
in the title role. 
 

Looking further ahead, we’ll be showing all National Theatre Live events as well as 
The Imitation Game (Benedict Cumberbatch as the WW2 code-breaker Alan 
Turing), The Theory of Everything (Eddie Redmayne in the love story about the 
famous physicist Stephen Hawking and his first wife) and Leviathan (a beautiful, 
award-winning Russian film about a land ownership dispute).  Visit the web page 
for more details: www.cuddingtonvillage.com/cinema 
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The December meet-

ing on Tuesday, 9th 

was a happy one not 

only because the 

Christmas Cake and 

the Mince Pies looked 

ahead  to the  festive season, but also 

because the announcement of the new 

committee  took  away  the  threat of 

closure which had hung over this group 

for several weeks .The new Committee 

was  completed  by the re-election of 

Caroline Thompson as chairman. 

Now all was ready for the Cuddington 

group to go ahead into the New Year. 

January Meeting 

The first meeting of the New Year was 

held on January 13th. After Lynn Ashby 

had been introduced as the new Secretary 

there were a few business items to be 

dealt with before the afternoon’s talk. 

As on innumerable past occasions Peggy 

Cattell was the first speaker of the New 

Year.  Her  subject for this occasion was 

“Shakespeare’s Beginnings and End-

ings”. Her choice of passages varied 

from the beginning of Henry V showing 

the close link between the dramatist and 

his  small  Elizabethan  theatre to the 

Sonnet at the beginning of Romeo and 

Juliet which in its 14 succinct lines gave 

an  account  of the whole play. Other 

examples included the soliloquy at the 

beginning  of  Richard III, given by 

Richard himself, in which he described 

his own deformities and the delight he 

felt in his own villainous  nature. Of the 

two endings chosen by Peggy the more 

interesting one came from the Tempest. 

Here Pros-

pero is giv-

ing up the 

powers 

which have 

enabled him 

to create all 

the magic 

which this 

play de-

scribes. 

Peggy then 

suggested 

that as this 

was Shakespeare’s last play it is very 

possible to imagine that it is Shakespeare 

himself who is giving up the magical 

powers which had inspired all his won-

derful  plays.  In her vote of thanks 

Christine Payne said how this talk had 

brought Shakespeare vividly to life in a 

way  which  she  personally  had  not 

encountered in the past. Peggy in turn 

thanked the fellow members who had 

helped  her so ably in reading out the 

passages she had chosen.  

Shakespeare—the 

subject of Peggy’s talk 

The snowdrop and primrose our 

woodlands adorn, and violets bathe in 

the wet o' the morn. 
Robbie Burns  1759-1796                          

Quite a few of 

you have no-

ticed that we 

can now hear 

distant bellring-

ing on Monday 

evenings in 

Cuddington and 

are wondering where it is coming from. 

Congratulations are due to the Chears-
ley bellringers who have been eagerly 

fundraising to augment their existing 

three bells to a peal of six. 
 

For very keen Campanologists it is now 

possible to practice at Chearsley on 

Mondays, Aylesbury on Tuesdays, 

Haddenham on Wednesdays, Long 

Crendon on Thursdays and Cuddington 

on Fridays!! This is possibly a bit 
extreme for most but if you have learnt 

in the past and would be interested in 

joining us please contact Caroline 

(292221) or come along to the church 

on Friday evenings – the more the 

Merrier! 

Cuddington Methodist Church is 

hosting an Ellel Teaching Day, on 

Saturday 28th February, at The Clare 

Foundation, Saunderton. 

 

You are welcome to join us at an 

Ellel Ministries Teaching Day, on 

Healing through the Ministry of Je-

sus – God’s Covering, Covenant and 

Cleansing - with David and Denise 

Cross 

 

Advance booking is essential; Cost 

£28 including coffee, lunch & tea. To 

find out more, please request flyer 

and booking form from 

roy.be@phonecoop.com 

 Please register your interests on the Village website - 

www.cuddingtonvillage.com 

February 

Monday 2nd 2.00pm  Sunshine Club in the Playing Field Club 

Monday 9th 7.30 pm   Gardening Club AGM “Coton Manor Gardens” 

Thursday 12th 1.45 pm  Gardening Club, Snowdrops at Bletchingdon, 

     Sue Bedwell’s garden 

Thursday 12th 8.00pm Philomena - The Village Picture House 

Monday 16th  2.00pm Sunshine Club in the Playing Field Club 

Saturday 21st  7.00pm Annual Parish Supper in Bernard Hall 

Thursday 26th 8.00pm Gone Girl - The Village Picture House 

Saturday 28th 8.00pm Bingo at the Playing Field Club 

 

March 

Monday 2nd 2.00pm  Sunshine Club in the Playing Field Club 

Monday 9th 7.30 pm   Gardening Club, Peter Sheasby “Flowers of Turkey” 

Thursday 12th 7.00pm Behind the Beautiful Forevers NTLive – The Village 

     Picture House 

Monday 16th 2.00pm  Sunshine Club in the Playing Field Club 

Monday 23rd 1.30pm  Sunshine Club Matinee Cinema in Bernard Hall 

Monday 23rd 7.00pm  Hamlet (Maxine Peake) – The Village Picture House 

Thursday 26th 7.00pm A View from the Bridge NTLive – The Village 

     Picture House 

Saturday 28th 8.00pm Bingo at the Playing Field Club 

Monday 30th 2.00pm  Sunshine Club in the Playing Field Club 
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We are in the deep midwinter, and if 
frosty winds moan through cracks in 
your doors and windows, your heating 
bills  are  likely  to soar,  or extra 
woollies will be standard attire. There 
may be something you can do about it, 

but knowing where the problem areas are in a 
house, and how severe the problem would be a 
good place to start. A while ago, I took thermal 
images of a number of houses in Cuddington 
which, in spite of my lack of expertise, did help 
several people by showing where the heat was 

escaping.  The  images  were  also  of use in 
reassuring people that their houses were quite 
well insulated as the outside remained cold 
whilst the inside was warm. 
 

This service is still available at the cost of a 
small donation to Haddenham in Transition and 
now, when the weather is cold, is the time to do 
it. They also now have a second service which 
shows up where cold air is leaking into or out of 
a house through checking the air tightness of 
your home. If you are interested in either of 
these, essentially free, services you can get more 
information and contact them through their 
website, which is http://
www.haddenhamintransition.org.uk/?
page_id=90. Otherwise you can send me an 
email explaining your interest and including 
your name, address and phone number, or call 
me on 01844 290602. 
 

The countryside is now at its barest as the frost 
kills off the last remaining remnants of flowers 
and tender greenery. The cattle have all been 
taken in from the fields and around us many of 
the arable fields are ploughed earth. The river 
itself is quite swollen with recent rain and the 
high water table is causing many meadows in 
the valley to become very damp and boggy. The 
field west of the sewage plant is now a bit of a 
swamp and the footpath across it is impassable 
because fallen willows are preventing water 
draining at all.  
 

At this time, the wildlife strips around many of 
our fields, along with the hedgerows, become 
valuable food sources for birds and small mam-
mals as they contain seeds and many insects and 
worms. These wildlife strips are the broad, gen-
erally grassy, borders around arable fields that 
are  a part  of the enhanced Environmental 
Stewardship that Waddesdon Estates has 
earned, and if you walk through them, try to 
disturb and trample as little as possible of the 
vegetation. It is in such strips that orchids 
popped  up  last  year and which are already 
adding to our local biodiversity. 

Migrating Starlings at Winchendon. 

Services at St. Nicholas 
(Churchwardens: David Benson 01296 433757 

and Graham Carr 290000)  

February 
 

1st 10.00 am   HOLY COMMUNION 
   

8th 10.00 am   FAMILY SERVICE  
 

15th 10.00 am   HOLY COMMUNION 
   

22nd 10.00 am MORNING WORSHIP 
  

 11.15 am   HOLY COMMUNION  
 

Opportunities for praying together in church 
are each Thursday at  9 a.m.  and 

each  Sunday at   9.10 a.m.  
 

There is a service at 5.30 pm every Sunday 
evening at Cuddington Methodist Chapel. 

Happy New Year from all at Cud-

dington and Dinton School! 
 

We very much enjoyed our Christ-

mas break and the opportunities it 

brought to spend time with friends 

and family and to recover from all 

the bugs we had invading our 

school. The children have embraced the new term with great enthusiasm 

and our brand new Hot Meals service from Haddenham St Mary’s School is 

going down well. Roast dinners seem to be the current favourite. 
 

At the end of last term we became the proud owners of a new library on the 

infant site (see below with the new front entrance in the background). The 

new space is bright, colourful 

and comfortable with extra 

book cases and soft seating – a 

truly exciting place to read and 

learn. The children’s favourite 

part is the reading den, just big 
enough for three! We are very 

grateful to the school’s fund-

raising committee 

(Friends4CADS) whose 

generosity saw the project 

come to fruition. 
 

This term the children are able 

to participate in a large range 

of extracurricular clubs 

including Knitting, Football, 

Cheerleading and Film-

making on the junior site and 

French, Dance and Tag Rugby  

on the infant site. We also have 

a number of trips planned; our 
Foundation class are off to the 
Oxford Museum of Natural 

History where they will find 

out more about dinosaurs; 
years 3 and 4 are spending a 

night at the National Space 

Centre in Leicester and years 

5 and 6 will be spending a day 

at the Globe Theatre in 

London. All very exciting. 
 

In the next couple of weeks, 

work will begin  on a new of-

fice for Mrs Price, on the 

infant site. She has been camp-

ing in the staffroom since last 

spring! The building works 

will have minimum impact on 

the children and we will of 

course, be asking the contrac-

tors to park responsibly and 

safely at all times. As always 

we are grateful to our 

neighbours in the village for 

their continuing patience and 

support for our various build-

ing projects. The difference the 

improvement works have and 

will make to the daily experi-

ence of our pupils and staff is 

immense. 

On two evenings in Holy Week  (March 

31st and April 1st)   a Passion Play is to 

be performed in St. Mary’s Church, 

Haddenham. 

This is a play for the whole Benefice 

Mrs. Mary Pritchard of St. Nicholas 

Church Cuddington is directing the play 

and she is at present busy casting it.  

If you are interested and have not al-

ready contacted Mary please do so  

(phone 291324) 

 


