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OCTOBER 
2014 

 
VOLUME SIXTEEN 

 

11 October:   Harvest Supper.  (Gifts for decorating the church should be brought to the church by 10.30 

   a.m., on Saturday 11 October) 

12 October:   10am Harvest Service, followed by Bring and Share Lunch. 

13 October:   School Harvest Service (School only) 

14 October:   Harvest Coffee Morning.  10.30-12noon (You are invited to come to St. Nicholas Church 

   for a cup of tea or coffee and to buy some of the Harvest gifts. There will be gifts for any  

   pensioner in the village. There will also be stalls selling goods for various charities) 

 

I have spent quite a 

lot of time this 

summer visiting 

friends and rela-

tions – most of 

whom live in vil-

lages which are 

blessed with glori-

ous views, or pretty 

architecture, or are 

close to the sea 

with beaches and 

boats to hand.  

Lovely as they are, they all lack one important – and to me essential – 

element: not one has a village shop. 
 

Here in Cuddington we are fortunate to have some wonderful amenities: 

a pub, two churches, a thriving school, the Picture House  – and our Vil-

lage Shop and Post Office.  How lucky are we!  Since John and Elaine 

arrived some two and a half years ago the shop has been transformed.  It 

now sells over 1,500 product lines, including a good selection of local 

produce, and is surprisingly (for a privately-owned village shop) price 

competitive on many items.  A village shop can never be as price com-

petitive as somewhere like Lidl or Aldi, but surely it is worth paying a 

few pence more for some items for the convenience and for helping to 

maintain  a great village asset.  The Post Office too offers an excellent 

service.  Here you can make cash withdrawals from most major banks, 

obtain foreign currency, and there is a “drop and go” service for internet 

users. 

Continued on page 3……. 

 Over recent years, our annual fête has appeared 

to be in jeopardy as the exhausted Committee 

make a plea for more volunteers - it is the same 

this year. If  you can do anything to support the 

organising and  pulling together of our hugely 

important event, please do attend the AGM on 

Wednesday 8th October, 7.30pm at the Playing 

Fields Clubhouse. 
 

See page 3 for more details…. 

Thursday November 6th    7.30p.m. 
in St. Nicholas Church 

A Look Back at the Two World Wars 
 

1914-1918 through readings of some poetry 
1939-1945 through readings of some  
Cuddington Serving Men’s memories 

 

Tickets (£3 and £1 for under 16’s) in aid of 
British Legion Poppy Appeal 

from the Village Stores, Denise’s , Jennifer  
Schram de Jong (291501) and Peggy Cattell 

(291313) 
Refreshments in the interval 

A warm welcome to everyone to join in the Harvest events at  
St. Nicholas Church 
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Nigel Featherstone writes… 

 

This year I seem to be forever trimming bushes and hedges and the older I get the more I seem to 

be radically reducing their height. This, I keep telling myself is part of my long term strategy of 

easing maintenance around the garden and one day I am sure it will all bear fruit!  

 

Talking of fruit, this year we have had a bumper crop of damsons but a poor apple harvest from 

our ‘cooking apple’ tree. This appears to be a common event each year which to my simple mind 

always raises the question about why one fruit does better than the other then the following year 

their roles reverse. No doubt better gardeners than I will know the reason for this. 

 

Whichever way you look at it God certainly blesses us, with our village life surrounded as it is in the beauty of the Vale 

countryside. It seems especially so at this time of the year as the colours gradually change to the reds and golds of au-

tumn. 

 

It is also a good time to think about stocking up on logs for the fire and in those precious quiet moments to reflect on all 

the good things and friendships that we are blessed with and offer a little prayer of thanks to God. He would love to hear 

from us. 

 

As I sign off, I have just received in the post my first Christmas catalogue (this is written in early September) which 

demonstrates extraordinary forward planning by also including a fine selection of Easter cards and gifts. It’s hard to know 

quite what to say about that! 

 

With every blessing. 

Nigel       

Thought for the Month 

 

COACH TRIP TO 

EVESHAM 
 

TUESDAY 14th OCTOBER 

9.30am - 5.30pm 

VISITORS WELCOME 
 

Pick-up at The Green at 9.30am for a 

coach drive to Evesham, stopping off 

at Moreton-in-the-Marsh for coffee 

and the market.  

Then on to The Apple Barn, Evesham 

for shopping and lunch.   

Arrive home approx. 5.30pm 

       

Cost £10 (coach only)   

To book, phone Elsie Willingham 

290 266 or Gwen Woodford 292 348  

In 1939, Nicholas Winton rescued  

669 Czechoslovakian children from 

the impending Nazi Holocaust.             

 This film relates how thousands of 

people who owe their lives to Sir 

Nicholas Winton are doing some-

thing positive for the world. 
 

“Nicky’s Family” 
 

A Matej Minac film. 
 

CUDDINGTON  METHODIST  

CHURCH 
 

Wednesday 15th October 2.30pm 

and 

Thursday 16th October 8.00pm 
 

This film earned rave reviews from 

audiences and critics around the 

world, earning over 30 awards. 

Running Time 96 mins    

 

Admission free.   
 

Tea/coffee  from  

2.00pm and 7.30pm respectively. 

Yes, we are already  planning for next 
year’s village calendar! 
 

The theme for 2015 will be Cudding-

ton & District. 
We invite you to supply photographs of 
the scenery, village scenes and activi-
ties from anywhere within a 5 mile 
radius of Cuddington. 
 

The images should be supplied on CD-
Rom or USB stick in JPEG format, or 
if hardcopy photos, they need to be at 
least 8"   x 6"   preferably larger. 
 

In return,  your name will appear as a 
credit beneath the photo and you will 
receive a free copy of the calendar. 
 

Deadline for supplying images for 
consideration is Sunday 5th October. 
 

Calendars will be available to pur-
chase exclusively at Cuddington Stores 
and you can also reserve your copies 
by calling in at the shop or email: 
 cuddingtonstores@hotmail.co.uk 
 

We look forward to seeing your  
photographs soon! 
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Cuddington Stores and Post Office 

We all know, and it has been said many times before, that the shop and Post 

Office is an essential element in the wellbeing and vitality of our village.  Life 

without it would be extremely difficult for many members of our community 

and inconvenient, at the very least, for some others.  It is generally held that 

the size of village needed to have its own shop is about 750 people.  Cudding-

ton, with about 550, is well below this, which means that sustaining our shop 

will always be on a knife edge.  We all need to take some responsibility for 

helping to keep it viable. 
 

Following a decision taken some time ago, the Parish Council has applied to 

have Cuddington Stores and Post Office listed as an ‘Asset of Community 

Value’.  This has now been confirmed and it has been placed on the Register 

of Assets of Community Value.  This means that, if the owners of the premises 

wish to sell the property, there is a six month period during which a sale can-

not go ahead, without a Community Interest Group being given the oppor-

tunity to bid for its purchase.  Hopefully, this will not happen but it does give 

some safeguard that the village could try and mount a rescue plan, if there is 

sufficient enthusiasm and means! 
 

Playing Fields 

Another valuable village asset is our lovely Playing Field.  The village owns 

this facility but it managed by the Playing Fields Association who try very 

hard to raise funds for the upkeep of the grounds and pavilion.  It is always 

tough to raise enough money.  The next fund-raising event is the fireworks 

night, planned to take place on 1st November.  Please support this function.  

Without the fund-raising, the Parish would have to pay for the upkeep and 

this could only happen by a considerable increase in the council tax bill we 

all have to pay! 
 

Walking to the 280 bus 

The considerable dangers of walking up and down Dadbrook to catch the 

280 bus at Kings Cross have been highlighted before.  A working group has 

been set-up to try and see if there any ways of reducing this danger.  By the 

time you read this, the first meeting will have taken place on Tuesday 23rd 

Sept.  If you would like to help, or have points to make, please call Ken Birk-

by on 292921, or speak to Helen Keeping, James Stonham, Pete Bradbury or 

Stephen Turner. 

Fête AGM 
 

The Fête AGM will be held on 
Wednesday 8

th
 October  

at 7.30pm in the Playing Fields 
Clubhouse 

 
There will be a critical discussion around 

the future of the Fete.  

Once again we find ourselves in a situa-

tion where we do not have any Commit-

tee members as all but one are standing 

down this year – so if you care about the 

future of the Fete, please come along to 

the AGM. Some are suggesting that we 

change to a biennial event and alternate 

with Chearsley – if you are unable to at-

tend in person please email your com-

ments to Jeremy Galpin, Fete Committee 

Chairman before 7th October:  

jeremygalpin566@btinternet.com 
 

Clubs and organisations that have ap-

plied for funds should send their repre-

sentatives to collect cheques on the night. 

Continued from front page…. 

 

Our Village Shop offers so much else.  It is a good place to meet other peo-

ple and catch up with local news; it is the Box Office for our Picture House; 

it offers a dry-cleaning service, and there is a Home Delivery grocery service 

– but why not walk, more of which we are being encouraged to do. 
 

Things we enjoy and/or are useful to us – our cars, our gardens, our pets, our 

homes – all need care and attention, and suffer from neglect.  The same is so 

true of our shop.  We shouldn’t forget that it is only a few years since we 

were threatened with the closure of our Post Office: no Post Office, no shop.  

We rallied to the cause and saved both. 
 

Last week a friend said to me “If I could have one wish for my village it 

would be a shop”.  How very fortunate we are in Cuddington to have one, 

and such a good one at that.  John and Elaine have worked extremely hard to 

build the shop up into what it is today; they are so friendly and helpful, and 

nothing seems to be too much trouble.  Unless we villagers support them, 

and use the shop more than we are currently doing  there is a risk that we 

may lose it. 

Angela Sanderson 

Cuddington’s traditional 

CHRISTMAS FAYRE 

    
 

will be held on 

Saturday, 22nd November 
at the Bernard Hall 

2.00 pm to 4.30 pm 

Full details in November issue. 
 

For information contact 

Rosemary Bradbury 01844 290249.   

In her role as an Alzheimer’s Society dementia 

champion, Lesley Baillie will be coming to 

Cuddington to give a talk at the Playing Fields 

Club on Tuesday 21st October at 7.30pm. 

The talk will consist of 5 key messages that 

everyone should know about dementia so that 

we can build a dementia friendly society.  It 

will help us to recognise the sufferers and their 

difficulties and will enlighten us on ways in 

which we can help.  

The talk is free and open to all, but space is 

limited so please book by phoning either Liz 

Davies 299 150 or Maryon Pates 290 115. 
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Our September meeting was an unusual one as our 

speaker was unfortunately unable to come. However 

this did mean that there was plenty of time for mem-

bers to enjoy chatting to each other. My school motto 

of many moons ago was “Respice, Prospice” –looking backwards and 

forwards and this was a good summing up of this day’s business. 

Our President reported that the three names she had sent to headquar-

ters would be included in the W.I. Memory Book held at W.I. Head-

quarters. Joyce Ripley who died in 2013 had only been a member of 

our institute for a short time but before coming to Cuddington she had 

been a very active member.  
 

Helen Griffin, who died in March, served as President and for many 

years, right up to her death, she had been a very active Committee 

member always ready to give a hand wherever needed. 

Dorothy Woodford, who died suddenly in June, was the last of our 

Founder members. She very soon took on the post of Secretary and 

continued with this for 51 years. She always produced the most metic-

ulous minutes and her active memory was invaluable in reminding us 

of our past. 
 

The meeting then moved on to look at the future, unfortunately not a 

pleasant one because our President, Caroline Thompson, will soon be 

moving from the village and our Secretary , Mary Turner, is retiring 

after six years and our Treasurer, Diane Picot, after four years. Mrs 

Joy Button from W.I. Headquarters explained to us that unless a com-

mittee could be formed of people willing to do the necessary jobs it 

would mean the closure of our group. Members were asked to consid-

er this very carefully before the next meeting. 
 

On the following Satur-

day we held our annual 

coffee morning and sale 

of produce on the Village 

Green. This year the 

weather was perfect and 

people came to buy up 

our homemade goods and 

to enjoy a cup of tea or 

coffee while sitting in the 

sunshine.  

Peggy Cattell 

 

CUDDINGTON PLAYING FIELDS ASSOCIATION 

Reg  UK Charity  No 291980 
 

VILLAGE BONFIRE & 

FIREWORKS PARTY 
 

SATURDAY, 1st November, 2014  

CUDDINGTON PLAYING FIELDS 

AT 5.30 PM 
 

BBQ - MULLED WINE 

HOT CHOCOLATE - RAFFLE 

and LICENSED BAR in the  

CLUBHOUSE 
 

Tickets include Fireworks Display,  

1st serving of Food  

And entry to Fancy Dress and 

Pumpkin competitions 
 

Adults = £8.00 

Children 12 years and under = £4.00 

Family Ticket £20.00 = 2 adults & 2 

children 12 and under 

Children under 3 go free 
 

Enquiries and Tickets from Laura – 299027 

and Jennifer 291501 

Tickets also from  Lorraine 290606;   John 

Luckett 290491; Denise’s & the village shop 
 

Vegetarian option upon request 

 
OFFERS OF HELP BEFORE AND ON 

THE DAY WOULD  

BE VERY MUCH APPRECIATED 

PLEASE CONTACT 

Laura, Lorraine or Jennifer 

The Nicholas Almond Cuddington Charity dates back to 1643.  Many of you who visit 
St. Nicholas Church will have seen a painting connected with the charity. Nicholas Al-
mond who lived in Haddenham, left Cuddington some land called Poors Moor.   Origi-
nally, any money derived from the use of this land was to be used for the benefit of the 
poor giving them clothing, food, coal, sometimes help with medical expenses and even 
financial help and the purchase of apprenticeships. 
 

Over the centuries as the value of the land diminished, so the income from the land be-
came smaller.   Eventually, in the early 1950s it was decided that the income raised from 
selling the hay or grazing of the land was insufficient to continue with the original aims and that the money would be better 
used to help young people resident in Cuddington going into further education or taking up an apprenticeship.  
 

The Charity’s Trustees encourage any young person in Cuddington, going into or already in further education or wishing to take 
up an apprenticeship this Autumn, to apply for a grant.   The grants are not large, but they can be helpful with some of the ex-
penses incurred such as the purchase of books or paying for a field trip, etc. 
 

Candidates must submit a signed written application (not by email), giving details of the university/college you are attending, 
the course/s you are going to follow or are following and give us some idea of  how you propose to spend your grant.  
 

Your applications together with confirmation that you have been accepted on a course or apprenticeship must be submitted by 
the end of October this year, and you can expect a reply during November/December.      
 

I look forward to hearing from anyone who is interested in applying for a grant. 
 

  With best wishes,   Jennifer Schram de Jong 
 

Please submit your application to: Mrs. Jennifer Schram de Jong,  Trustee, Hon. Treasurer and Secretary, Nicholas Almond Charity,  
Larden,  Spicketts Lane,  Cuddington,  BUCKS  HP18 0AY. If you have any queries, you may contact me on:  Tel:  01844 291501     
or at  jschramdejong@yahoo.co.uk  

 

http://www.thewi.org.uk/
mailto:jschramdejong@yahoo.co.uk
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I know I do not need to remind you of how important the work of the Royal British Legion continues to be as 

we commemorate the beginning of the First World War one hundred years ago.   But this commemoration is 

even more poignant today because of the many young men and women who continue to fight for their country 

in the cause of peace and freedom,  with far too many paying the ultimate sacrifice and far too many having to 

deal with life-changing injuries -  both physical and psychological.     We have seen the bravery of all these young men and 

women of our armed forces, both at home and abroad as they try to rebuild their lives and put the trauma of war behind them.    

The recent Invictus Games are proof, if we need it, of their courage and bravery,  
 

The Royal British Legion was founded in 1921, the result of  four separate charities who had been working since the end of 

WW1 to give help and support to men returning from war, many with terrible injuries, facing unemployment,  little or no money 

and no help from the state.   And the families of those who did not return who were often left with no means of support and vir-

tually penniless. It was in 1921 that the first “Poppy Day” collection was made.  From that time on, the Legion has always been 

there for all service men and women and their families who need their help. 
 

There are other charities whose aim is to help the members of our armed forces, but as Remembrance Day approaches, it is to 

the Legion’s Poppy Appeal that our thoughts turn.    Towards the second half of October we will be coming round the village 

with our collecting boxes.   So please try to give as generously as you can.   Should anyone wish to use gift aid, please get in 

touch with me. 
 

Our Remembrance Day Service this year will be held in St. Nicholas Church, Cuddington at 10.00 am on Sunday, 9th 

November.     The Act of Remembrance will then take place in the church yard just before 11 o’clock. 
 

I ask you all,  church goers and non church goers,  to come and pay respects to and give thanks for all those who have given 

their lives in the Service of Queen and Country and who have made it possible for us to continue to live in relative peace and 

freedom.    
 

Jennifer Schram de Jong 

Tel :  291 501 

The Webbs were a well-established and prolific village family.  Walter (1805-1887) 
and Mary Ann (1811-1881) founded the Webbs in Cuddington with a large family of 
eight children.  Walter had been an agricultural labourer who had become a shop-
keeper and his wife, like so many women in the village, plied the craft of lacemak-
ing.  Most of their children stayed in the village, married and, in turn, produced 26 
progeny between them.  This generation, when mature, mustered nearly 40 children 

of whom 25 were male.  Not all stayed in Cuddington, but cousins, Walter James and Wilfred Thomas, settled in the village and 
both died in World War One.  Their names are engraved on the war memorial in St Nicholas churchyard with 12 other fallen 
servicemen. 
 

Walter James, born in the village in December 1897, was baptised in the Church 
in the following January.  He was the sixth son of Amos and Jane, who lived in 
‘The Homestead’ and had nine sons and three daughters.  Amos was a bricklayer 
and played a significant role in church life as a churchwarden, bellringer and 
grave digger.  He was a literate man and served as Parish Clerk for forty years– 
surely a village record for holding this post? 
 

The 1911 Census records that Walter James was a plough boy before he enlisted 
in the Royal Warwickshire regiment.  Sadly, Private Webb, only 20, was killed in 
action in Flanders in October 1918, one month before the armistice, and is commemorated in Busigny Cemetery in Northern 
France. 
 

His cousin, Wilfred Thomas’ life also ended in tragedy.  Wilfred was the son of Gaius and Sarah Ann Webb of Pretoria Villa, 
Aylesbury Way.  Gaius was a village builder, decorator and publican.  Two other sons and two daughters completed the family.  
We catch a glimpse of Wilfred in a photograph in the Playing Fields Clubhouse.  He was captain of the Cuddington Football 
Team in the 1910-11 season.  Later he enlisted in the East Lancashire Regiment and rose to the rank of Lance Corporal.  He 
died aged 25 in May 1918 and is remembered in the Soissons Cemetery in Northern France. 
 

However, Walter and Wilfred were not the only Webbs who served in the war.  There were no fewer than nine – all of whom 
survived.  Three of Walter’s brothers participated.  Corporal Ernest Amos was a military policeman, Oliver David was in the 
Coldstream Guards, while Percy Clement, who served in the same regiment as Walter, was wounded.  Other Webbs who served 
included Sergeant A.Webb in the Royal Veterinary Corps, Private Cecil in the Devonshire Regiment, Private David in the Mili-
tary Police, Private H.Webb in the Royal Irish Rifles, who was gassed, and Gunner J.Webb of the Royal Field Artillery, who 
was wounded.  The other Webb to appear in St Nicholas Church’s Roll of Honour was Francis. 
 

Thus the Webb family, serving in many different regiments and capacities, made a significant contribution to the war effort.  
Cuddington can be justly proud of their service, and in the case of Walter and Wilfred, their sacrifice. 
 

Peter Wenham 

Entry for Walter Webb in the Busigny 

Cemetery Index 
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Having had a fairly quiet summer period the Village Picture House is gearing 

up for a busy Autumn. 

In September we have already had three live broadcasts as well as a film and 

in November we are participating in our first film festival! The Haddenham 

and District Film Festival will take place over the three days of 14th, 15th 

and 16th November in Cuddington, Haddenham, Long Crendon and Bishop-

stone. The films selected have been chosen to represent the last 8 decades—

one for each decade from 1940’s –2010’s. Look out on the village website 

and other local media for details of the films being shown and the timings. 

Meanwhile the Village Picture House’s Autumn schedule is unfolding with 

Les Misérables (2nd October), Nebraska (16th October)  and Edge of Tomor-

row (30th October) already announced with many more to come—keep an 

eye on the website and the village stores for new announcements. 

Happy viewing!! 

 

The Gardening Club met 

again after the summer break 

with an excellent talk “Bulbs for all Sea-

sons” given by Chris Day of Buckingham 

Nurseries and Garden Centre.  Chris very 

kindly came along at the last minute stand-

ing in for Alexia Balance who was unwell. 

The evening started with the judging of the 

“Single Stem from your Garden Competi-

tion” which was won by Gilly Cottman who brought a salmon coloured gladio-

lus with John Moore as runner up. John displayed a tightly formed pom-pom 

dahlia “Ruskin Tangerine”.  Thank you to everyone who entered their speci-

men blooms and congratulations to the winners. 
 

September is the time of year 

to start planting spring bulbs 

both in the garden and in con-

tainers. 

Indoor bulbs for Christmas 

flowering should also be pot-

ted up now. Chris went on to 

explain that bulbs for natural-

ising should be planted in 

drifts and that those planted in 

containers do better with some 

winter protection. He gave a 

practical demonstration of planting up a large pot with layers of different types 

of bulbs topped by ornamental grasses for winter interest. This arrangement 

gives continuity of colour and enjoyment throughout the winter and spring. 
 

The next meeting takes place on Monday, 13th October at 7.30 pm in the play-

ing field clubhouse when our speaker will be Dr Sandy Primrose.  Dr Primrose 

is a microbiologist by training; he’s had a distinguished career in both aca-

demia and the pharmaceutical industry, but his REAL PASSION IS GAR-

DENING. The topic of his talk will be “Roses, Romans and Renaissance”. Do 

come along to listen to what he has to say.  

Calling the 

‘Over Sixties’ 
 
It is just possible that some villagers are not 
aware of the full range of activities enjoyed 
by Sunshine Club members.  Our Club is 
open to Cuddington, Chearsley and Nether 
Winchendon residents who are 60 or over.  
It provides a fortnightly social meet-up at 
the Playing Fields Club from 2-4pm with 
the opportunity to partake in bingo, card 
games or just to chat.  A full afternoon tea 
comprising sandwiches and cake (usually 
home-made) can be looked forward to, var-
ying fortnightly with the rotation of tea 
hostesses. 
 

There are two coach outings a year, free to 
Club members and a wonderful summer 
garden party in July in the grounds of 
Tyringham Hall, not to mention the festive 
three-course Christmas Dinner and party in 
The Bernard Hall, again free to members 
and their guests. 
 

Fund raising events are organised by our 
committee throughout the year to cover our 
costs and to keep the annual subscription 
down to ‘an historic £4’! …. and members 
always have free admission to the 
‘fundraisers’.   
 

We always welcome newcomers to come 
along and ‘try us out’ – the dates of the cur-
rent month’s meetings can be found in 
‘Dates for your Diary’ on the inner back 
page of Village Voice.  Or, if you would 
like to know more, or have a problem with 
transport, please ring Liz Davies on 01844 
299 150.   
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October 

Wednesday 1st 7.30pm  Parish Council Meeting 

Thursday 2nd 7.00pm   Les Miserables – Village Picture House 

Monday 6th 2.00pm   Sunshine Club in the Clubhouse till 4.00pm 

Wednesday 8th  7.30pm  Fête AGM - Playing Fields Clubhouse 

Saturday 11th 6.45 for 7.15pm Harvest Supper 

Sunday 12th 10.00am   Harvest Thanksgiving Service 

Monday 13th 7.30pm  Gardening Club, Playing Fields Clubhouse 

Tuesday 14th 10.30 - 12.00  Harvest Coffee Morning 

Tuesday 14th 9.30 - 5.30pm  Sunshine Club  Coach Trip to Evesham 

Tuesday 14th 2.30pm   WI - Ian Rennie Hospice at Home, 

     Mrs Christine Nisbet 

Wednesday 15th  2.30pm  Film ‘Nicky’s Family’ at the Methodist Church 

Thursday 16th 8.00pm  Film ‘Nicky’s Family’ at the Methodist Church 

Thursday 16th 8.00pm  Nebraska – Village Picture House 

Monday 20th 2.00pm   Sunshine Club in the Clubhouse till 4.00pm 

Tuesday 21st 7.30pm   Sunshine Club Dementia Talk, Playing Fields 

     Clubhouse 

Thursday 30th 8.00pm  Edge of Tomorrow – Village Picture House 

 

November 

Saturday 1st  5.30pm   Bonfire & Fireworks Party, Playing Fields 

Monday 3rd 2.00pm   Sunshine Club in the Clubhouse till 4.00pm 

Wednesday 5th 7.30pm  Parish Council Meeting 

Thursday 6th 7.30pm   Look back at two World Wars - St Nicholas 

     Church 

Sunday  9th 10am   Remembrance  Service, St Nicholas Church 

Tuesday 11th 2.30pm   WI - The History of Spinning, Marilyn Wright 

Friday 14th 8.00pm   Film Festival at the Village Picture House 

Sunday 16th 8.00pm    Film Festival at the Village Picture House 

Monday 17th 2.00pm   Sunshine Club in the Clubhouse till 4.00pm 

Saturday 22nd 2.00pm  Xmas Fayre, Bernard Hall 

Overall, July was warm with tempera-

tures of 19.0°C (66.2°F), just over 2 

degrees above the long term average – 

slightly less warm than last year. Au-

gust was very disappointing with an 

overall temperature of 15.5°C (59.9°F), 

nearly a degree and half below the long 

term average. It was our coolest August 

in my 17 year record; the three previous 

coolest were in 2010, 2007 and 1998, 

all 15.8°C (60.4°F). It was our coldest 

August since 1986 (14.7°C, 58.5°F) 

using Oxford’s longer dataset. 
 

Maximum daytime air temperatures in 

July and August averaged 25.0°C (77°

F) and 20.3°C (69°F): the long term 

average is 22.5°C (73°F) and 22.2°C 

(72°F).  
 

Night time air minimum temperatures 

averaged 12.9°C (55°F) and 10.7°C 

(51°F) respectively; the long term aver-

ages are 11.7°C (53°F) and 11.6°C (53°

F).  
 

The highest day time air maxima for 

July and August occurred on the 18th 

(29.6° C, 85°F) and 7th (26.1°C, 79°F) 

respectively. The lowest day time max 

occurred on the 8th (20.3°C, 69°F) and 

26th (16.3°C, 61°F) respectively. 
 

The highest night time air minima oc-

curred on the 19th (17.5°C, 63°F) and 

6th (15.5°C, 60°F) respectively. The 

lowest occurred on the 2nd (8.4°C, 47°

F) and 24th (4.5°C, 40°F) respectively. 

The lowest temperature just above the 

grass tips occurred was 5.0°C (41°F) on 

2nd July and 0.9°C (34°F) on 24th Au-

gust. 
 

Bright sunshine for the month totalled 

198.3 hours in July and a very disap-

pointing 129.36 hours in August. The 

average is usually 186 hours.  
 

Total rainfall for July was 40.1mm 

(1.58 in) and 79.3mm (3.12 in) in Au-

gust. Their respective averages are 

53.4mm (2.10 in) for July and 63.3mm 

(2.49 in) for August. 
 

Sean Clarke  

"Season of mists and mellow 

fruitfulness"    

  

John Keats  1795-1821 

 

The sun shone on the Fashion Show in Tyringham Hall gardens (what would we 

do without the generous hospitality of Sherry and Phil?) on Bank Holiday Sunday 

reflecting a happy and relaxed mood as our super models twirled on the catwalk 

showcasing outfits to their audience.  Our haute couture expert, Phil, ran the 

commentary and sales were made!!  

Tea and cream scones and a raffle added to the success of this good sociable af-

ternoon.   

Over £720 was taken; of this, £265 was distributed between The Shaw Trust, 

Oxfam, Sobell House and Helen & Douglas House; just over £450 was raised 

towards Sunshine Club funds.     

Our thanks go to all who helped and supported us. 



8 

  

  

  

  

  

  

Many of you will be very aware of the building work that 

took place during the holidays on the infant site. We are 

delighted with the result – a wonderfully spacious and wel-

coming entrance for visitors and hugely improved open 

library and IT area for the children. Thank you to those of 

you who popped in last Saturday morning to take a look 

and to buy books.  

A big Thank you also to the residents of Upper Church 
Street for your patience and tolerance during the building 
works.  
 

We welcomed 26 new children into Foundation this term 
and all are settling in well. We have more children on roll 
than ever before and only four spare places in the whole 
school. 
 

We are holding Open sessions for prospective 2015 Foun-
dation parents to look around the Infant site on: 
9th October at 9.30am 
21st October at 9.30am 
28th November at 1.30pm. 
Please contact our school office on 01844 291206 to book a 
place. 
We are busy brushing up on our harvest songs and look 
forward to celebrating Harvest on both sites in the next few 
weeks. 
With best wishes, 

Mrs Kim Price 

As The Days Shorten… 
 

Our mild winter has been followed by a lovely, warm 

summer, which has continued into September. However, the 

days are shortening, and we need to think about battening down 

the hatches in preparation for winter. Our weather patterns tend 

to last for long periods, and can be quite dramatic these days, so 

it's worth being prepared for extended cold weather: this could 

save you a lot on heating bills and make your house more com-

fortable. 
 

Drafts can be very expensive and uncomfortable, but are often 

easily dealt with using draft exclusion strips and curtains over 

leaky windows and doors. Central heating radiators should be 

bled to release air bubbles, which make them much less efficient. 

You can also add radiator reflectors behind them to keep the heat 

in, instead of letting it be wasted on warming external walls. 

The biggest savings are made by improving loft and, where pos-

sible, wall insulation, and installing double glazing. Some grants 

are still available and it is worth contacting AVDC environment 

department for advice. 
 

Finally, modern energy-efficient light bulbs can save you a lot of 

money over a winter and the quality of light is excellent these 

days; and they don't take ages to light up. 

 
Save The River Thame 
 

The river has been a 

lot clearer since 

Thames Water upgrad-

ed the Aylesbury sew-

age treatment works 

and we have seen the 

dragonflies and fish 

begin to return. We 

hope and trust that this 

will continue in the 

coming months and 

years, but hope is not 

enough, and we will 

have to be vigilant if 

damage is to be avoided in the future. 

 
 

With this in mind, a working group has now been assembled 

which will meet on October 2nd. This includes myself, Cllr Mi-

chael Edmonds, Keith McCullough (of Cuddington Mill), Ed-

ward Parsons (Estates Manager at Waddesdon), Paul Holton 

(AVDC biodiversity officer) and Andrew Callendar (Project 

Officer at The River Thame Conservation Trust). We will be 

creating an action plan to start sampling river water and testing 

for pollutants (eg phosphates) and also to monitor insect life 

along the river. We will also find ways to improve communica-

tions between stake-holders so that information is shared, and set 

up regular interaction with Thames Water. Our biggest task, 

however, will be to raise public awareness and interest in the 

River Thame as, without that, our efforts will be in vain. 
 

Doug Kennedy. doug@doug-kennedy.com 

A Barn Owl (not the  

Cuddington one!) 

Services at St. Nicholas 
(Churchwardens: David Benson 01296 433757 and Graham Carr 290000)  

 
October 2014 

 

5th 10.00 am   HOLY COMMUNION 

   
12th 10.00 am   FAMILY SERVICE  
 
19th 10.00 am   HOLY COMMUNION 

   
26th 10.00 am MORNING WORSHIP 
 11.15 am   HOLY COMMUNION  
 

Opportunities for praying together in church are each Thurs-
day at  9 a.m.  and each  Sunday at   9.10 a.m.  

 

There is a service at 5.30 pm every Sunday evening at 
Cuddington Methodist Chapel. 

 


