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VOLUME SEVENTEEN 

Tumbleweed rolling  down Upper & Lower Church Street on Saturday 12th July? We 

don’t think so!  

It will be an action-packed day of fun, entertainment, prizes and surprises so tell your 

friends and bring the whole family to the Wild West here in Cuddington. 

 

And don’t forget to: 

 

 Donate as many prizes and items as you can on July 1st when we’ll be delivering programmes or 

drop off at Denise’s & Cuddington Stores 
 

 Enter our Sheriff Badge Competition - see website and Cuddington Stores 
 

 Buy Grand Draw Tickets at Denise’s & Cuddington Stores 
 

 Look out for the auction lots and pre-bid so you don’t miss out on the day! Details on page 7 and the village website! 

Peter Wenham continues his series of articles on 

those villagers that served during World War I… 

 

The poet, Wilfrid Owen, in his strikingly bitter 

“Anthem For Doomed Youth”, written in 1917 while 

he was recovering from war injuries,  denounced the 

horror of war which had cost so many young lives.  

“What passing- bells for these who die as cattle?  

Only the monstrous anger of the guns” – are the opening lines of his poem. 

 

Our story concerns three young men from the village who had their lives cut 

short.  None lived beyond 21.  Apart from their youth, they had much in 

common.  Like so many boys from Cuddington village, they joined the Ox-

ford and Buckinghamshire Light Infantry.  Moreover, they all died in Flan-

ders on the French/Belgian border and are commemorated in cemeteries 

there.  We have the references for where they are located, so anyone who 

visits the battlefield sites can find them without too much difficulty. 

 

Reginald Aubrey Frost, born in 1896, was the son of John and Kate who 

lived in Aylesbury Way.  They had a large family of nine children – Re-

ginald had four brothers and four sisters.  They lived on agricultural wages.   

Father John was a carter and the 1911 census tells us that the fifteen year 

old Reginald left school and also worked on a farm.  After enlisting, he 

fought on the Western Front and died of wounds on 29 July 1916.  He is 

remembered in La Neuville British Cemetery (reference I E 22).  He was 

only twenty. 

Continues on page  5..... 

As announced in last month’s Village Voice 

the Gardening Club has now planted out the 

bed on Upper Green in celebration of this 

anniversary – 50 years of Britain in Bloom. 

 

Our photograph shows members of the Gar-

dening Club hard at work planting it with the 

finished result. 

Judging of this year’s competition takes place 

on Thursday July 10th . 
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 Thought for the Month 

In April, I led a team of volunteers to Manila, in the Philippines, to support the work 

of Kanlungan sa ER-MA, working with the many street children and their families. 

Our team was a mix of young adults, middle aged and those senior in years, both 

Christian and non-Christian; a team that were open to and sensitive to the needs of 

the staff and children of Kanlungan , a team who showed nothing but humility, love 

and compassion to everyone we meet.  

Over the fourteen years I have been going to Manila, supporting and working along-

side Kanlungan, I, like so many, have seen God’s love flowing into the lives of so 

many street families, young adults and street children, children who have been aban-

doned through no fault of their own.  

I have seen the pain in the faces of young children who have been so abused I want to weep every time I 

think about them. I have seen mothers living on the streets weeping over their children wondering where 

their next meal will come from and I have seen girls as young as eight selling themselves to provide food for 

their family.  

There are small gangs of children roaming the streets picking pockets, shoplifting or snatching the earrings 

from your ears, watches from your wrist and chains from around your neck -  all so they can eat. Young 

children coming together to support and help one another, children who have nothing, but together have pro-

tection and hope.   A hope that they may get through the night without been beaten, locked up, raped or 

murdered.  

This is the life of the Street children of Manila, The Manila I see! 

Over the last fourteen years, I have also seen Kanlungan grow into an oasis of God’s love, peace and protec-

tion a place where every child is seen and treated as a gift from God.  A place where they receive uncondi-

tional love, education, life skills, medical treatment and a place many children call home.  

The Streetlight Trust and I have made a long-term commitment to work alongside Kanlungan and KSEM 

business ventures in order to empower and support this vital work. We support them through prayer, visiting 

and financial giving. 

Jesus said ‘ Let the little children come to me and do not hinder them, for the Kingdom of God belongs to 

such as these’ Mark 10:14 

Ian Herbert 

If you would like to join me on a visit to experience the love of God through the work of Kanlungan, please 

contact me at ian.herbert@yahoo.co.uk        

For a special summer treat, 

come to a  

 

Garden Party-Fashion Show on 

Sunday 24th August at 2.00pm.   
 

Our local belles (young and not so 

young!!) will be modelling at this friendly, 

informal Fashion Show in the lovely gar-

dens at Tyringham Hall, Cuddington and, 

afterwards, there will be the chance to buy 

from the range of affordably priced cloth-

ing.   

In case of rain, the show will go on under 

the shelter of gazebos!!   

And, men, don’t be shy to come – there 

could be something for you too!! 
 

Tickets are priced at £5. (to include a 

scrumptious afternoon tea and lots of fun)  

Enquiries 01844 291 526 or 01844 299 

150 

Village Voice 

would like to wish 

Freda Scarlett of 

Dadbrook Close a 

Happy 100th  

Birthday on  

Saturday July 

12th! 

If you are unable to get to church and 

would like to receive Home Com-

munion, please contact: 

Revd. Ian Herbert on 01844 292513. 

PLAY AROUND THE  
PARISHES 

 

Wednesday 30th July 2-4pm 
Playing Fields  
or  
Bernard Hall (if 
wet) 
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CUDDINGTON  FETE  COMMITTEE  2014 
Saturday,  12th   July, 2014 

 

Larden, 

BUCKS  HP18 0AY 
 

Tel :  01844 291501 

Email :  jschramdejong@yahoo.co.uk 
 

Dear Villagers, 
 

  Re :   Temporary Road Closures for Cuddington Fete 
 

 I am writing to remind you that Cuddington is holding its fete this year on Saturday, 12th  July (as if any-

one needs reminding!)   On fete day,  the following roads will be closed to all but fete related traffic from 10.30 

am until 5.30 p.m.: 
  

 Holly Tree Lane from the junction with Great Stone down to Frog Lane 

 Spurt Street    The Red Cross will be stationed outside Denise’s Hair Dressers. 

   Spurt Street will also be used for disabled parking  

 Upper Church Street from the main road junction  down to 

 Lower Church Street including the Lower Green and Church Close  
 

 It would be much appreciated if all vehicles could be removed from these roads 

by10.30 am. For those of you without off-street parking facilities, parking will be available at the Cuddington 

Playing Fields at the end of Bernard Close.    
  

If you have any problems with these arrangements or would like to know more,  please get in  

touch with me as soon as possible.     
 

 On behalf of the Fete Committee,  I would like to thank you for your co-operation, and wish you all a happy 

fete day! 
 

With best wishes, 
 

 Jennifer Schram de Jong 
 

Jennifer  Schram de Jong on behalf of the Cuddington Fete Committee 

Once again Cuddington  has 

shown its tremendous support 

for the annual  Christian Aid ap-

peal, and has produced a grand 

total of £1,413.86.   

 

 

Details of the amounts received are: 
 

House Collections and Donations           £913.91 
 

Bring & Buy and Plant Sale                    £315.20 
      

Wichert Chorale – May Day Madrigals          £45.95 
 

Cuddington  & Dinton School           £50.00 
 

Church Collection             £88.80 

 

 

GRAND TOTAL                 £1,413.86 

 

In addition Gift Aid Vouchers to the value of £392.91 will 

enable this amount to be increased by tax rebates. 

 

Very grateful thanks to you all for this level of commit-

ment not only in the generous giving but also in helping to 

organise the week's activities.  

The Fête Committee needs your gazebos!  
If you have one that can be used for rain 
or shine on Fête Day please make yourself 
known to John and Elaine at the General 
Store or send a wire to Sheriff Galpin on 

07709 411098.   
 

Bottle collection and programme deliveries 
will take place on the evening of Tuesday 

July 1st. 

mailto:jschramdejong@yahoo.co.uk
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The June meeting on Tuesday the 10th began with a tribute from 

the President, Caroline Thompson, to Mrs. Dorothy Woodford 

who had died very suddenly just a few hours after attending the 

May meeting.  

Dorothy had been the last of our Founder Members and until 

just a few years ago had been the Secretary, carrying out her 

duties with great care and efficiency. 

The W.I. organisation was always very important to Dorothy and over the years she had 

participated with great enthusiasm in the many activities both of our group and also of 

the County. 

Dorothy had a phenomenal memory which linked our present W.I. with that of the past. 

(Members attending the May meeting will remember a good example.) This ability 

along with her many other distinctive characteristics made Dorothy a very special mem-

ber whom we will greatly miss. 

 

Our speaker for the afternoon was the Revd. Ian Herbert who had recently returned from one of his many visits to the Philip-
pines, under the auspices of the Street Light Trust, which he had founded. As on previous occasions he had taken a group with 
him to visit destitute inhabitants of Manila’s community who were completely ignored by the government. Some of these home-
less people lived on the streets which necessitated sleeping by day so that they could stay awake at night to protect themselves 
from murderous attacks. Other destitute families lived on piles of foul smelling garbage into which the children would probe to 
bring out paper bags which they cleaned and put in piles to sell at a mere pittance. 
 
Ian and his companions were able to give these destitute people some small financial help, but more importantly provided a 
warm friendship which they so much needed. Ian’s vivid account of the lives of these forsaken people, helped by some graphic 
photographs greatly moved his audience as Thelma Parry expressed in her vote of thanks.  

Dorothy’s sudden death on May 15th came as a great shock to everyone, especially fellow members of the Sunshine Club who 

had enjoyed her company at Monday’s meeting and W.I. members who were intrigued to hear examples of Dorothy’s amazing 

memories of past W.I. happenings at their meeting on Tuesday. These fellow members along with many other Cuddington in-

habitants joined over 30 members of Dorothy’s family at her funeral in St. Nicholas Church. 
 

The service, which was taken by the Vicar, the Revd. Margot Hodson included a 

poem “Footprints in the Sand” read by Dorothy’s granddaughters and a very inter-

esting and moving tribute given by her son. Brian recounted that Dorothy came to 

Cuddington on her marriage to Will Woodford in 1938, and they set up home to-

gether in Clapton Cottage, in Spurt Street. Later they moved the family home to 

Greenways, the beautiful cottage on the Village Green. Dorothy loved this cottage 

and had hoped that she could end her days and this she did. 

 
Dorothy’s many years in Cud-

dington were filled with activities as was recognized in 2002 when she was 

chosen as Runner-up for the “Volunteer of the Year”. At that time Village 

Voice printed an appreciation of Dorothy’s work in the village which had 

given her this honour and since 2002 many of her activities have been contin-

ued and up to the time of her death she was still regarded as a very important 

member of the village. 

 

We feel it appropriate to repeat the tribute which was printed in Village 

Voice in 2002: 

“Dorothy might have been surprised at her award, 

but not so the many, many people in Cuddington 

who over the years have witnessed her unstinting 

work for the community—the selling of poppies, 

distribution of Parish magazines, Treasurer of the Sunshine Club, Secretary of Cuddington’s W.I. and 

endless work for the Bernard Hall which has included Caretaking, membership of the Management 

Committee as well as organising its popular bingos and Whist Drives. The list of Dorothy’s activities 

is endless, but even more significant is the fact that twenty years is the least time that any of them have 

been carried out, and most have continued assiduously for forty or fifty years. No wonder that in con-

gratulating her we say, “Thank you, Dorothy, for everything you have done and are doing for Cud-

dington.” 

Dorothy’s Home - Greenways Cottage 

Dorothy (left ) at a WI rally, 1958 

 

Dorothy (left) on the WI stall at the Fête,  1998 
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Village Voice will be going to press just as England plays its last group match of the 

World Cup (unfortunately we know we won’t be progressing) - and it is still far too 

soon to know who will be on Centre Court for the two Wimbledon finals!!  

All we can say is please look out at the Village Stores and on the website – 

www.cuddingtonvillage.com for details as to what coverage we will be giving at the 

Village Picture House. 
  

Meanwhile we are sorry to say that we have decided to drop True Grit from our 

schedule as there had been very limited interest, but we can confirm the following 

for July and August: 

Skylight – National Theatre Live on 17th July with Bill Nighy 

and Carey Mulligan 

 

Monty Python Live (mostly) - Tickets for the live show on 

20th July have already sold out but we’re screening two en-

cores, on Thursday 31st  July and Saturday 16th August, 

both 7.00pm. All seats are £11. 

 

The LEGO Movie – a great way to get your summer holidays 

off to a flying start with the children on Wednesday 23rd July 

at 2.00pm! 
  

And in September we have another National Theatre Live production, Medea, 

which we are showing on Thursday 4th September – plus a full autumn schedule of 

events, with more details next month and on the website. 

Continued from front page…. 

 

Another young villager to die at twenty was Frederick Charles Orchard – 

the son of Richard and Kate who lived in Bridge Way.  He was killed in 

action on 17 August 1917 and is commemorated in the Tyne Cot memorial 

in Belgium (panel 97). 

 

Our third young casualty was Arthur Munday, son of Tom and Mar-

tha who lived above their shop in Upper Church Street.  Tom Mun-

day was a butcher and grocer and the 1911 census shows that Ar-

thur was assisting in the family business, aged fourteen.  Sadly too, 

he died of wounds at Passchendaele on 8 September 1917 and is 

buried in the Lijssenhoek Military cemetery at Poperinge, Belgium 

(Reference XVIII. H).  He was twenty one. 

 

It is poignant that the two rival shopkeepers in Upper Church Street 

– the Mundays (on the same site as our present village shop) and the 

Horslers (whose shop opposite has become a private house), both 

lost a son. 

 

Laurence Binyon, another famous war poet, in his verse “For the Fallen” wrote the classic lines which have become part of 

our heritage and are solemnly intoned at Armistice Day services on 11 November each year –  

“They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old. 

Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn. 

At the going down of the sun and in the morning 

We will remember them”.            Peter Wenham 

We just want to thank everyone who 
supported us at The Old Rectory gar-
den open day on Wednesday 11 June 

2014 on behalf of Scannappeal, the 
charity which provides advanced medi-
cal equipment for local patients. 
 
We were blessed with fantastic weath-
er and as well as the garden we were 
entertained by the Germains Male 
Voice Choir, enjoyed tea, cakes and 
chat round the garden canal, bought 
our plants for our own gardens and our 
raffle tickets for some wonderful priz-
es.  
 
All of the volunteers gave their time 
freely and willingly as did the choir. I 
think they enjoyed the event as much 
as we did. Most importantly for us was 
not the money we raised, a wonderful 
£1,500, but the fantastic support we 
received yet again from the village – 
we thank you all so much. 

James & Elsie Frost   

267437 Private A Munday, Oxford & Bucks Light 

Inf, 8th September 1917, Age 21 

http://www.cuddingtonvillage.com
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Following our application to AVDC for 

planning approval and our Open Morning 

we are very pleased that permission has been 

granted and we can now proceed with our 

plans for the Infant site.  

 

As previously announced work will now begin during the summer holidays 

on the internal re-layout of the corridor and library areas; in addition the re-

positioning of the front entrance will create a much better and safer entrance 

lobby. We are really pleased with the support we have received for this—

thank you to all concerned! 

Of course all of this means that there will be activity taking place at the 

school all through the holidays starting from 23rd July; we do apologise in 

advance for any inconvenience this may cause.    

 

Years 1 and 2 had an exciting visit to Waddes-

don Manor last month when they looked at the 

gardens, walked Miss Alice’s Drive and looked 

for different mini beast habitats. A great day 

was had by all and the children’s behaviour was 

exemplary; the Foundation class are due to visit 

there in a few weeks’ time. 
  

Years 5 & 6 are in France from 23rd June to 

27th June. They will be visiting the WWI war 

cemetery and laying a wreath as well as visiting 

a cafe and ordering refreshments in French. 
  

We were very fortunate to have 

had a lovely sunny day for the 

Infant sports day when all the chil-

dren took part in a wide variety of 

events and races – see photograph 

of all the action!  
  

 

 

This half of term we are focusing on the last of our six values which is Be-

lief. And the Bible passage we are starting with is:  “Have you believed be-

cause you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have 

believed.” 

 Mrs Kim Price 

Forty five members and friends of the Gardening Club en-
joyed a gentle walk round the village taking in several 
“Cuddington Back Gardens” kindly opened by fellow gar-
dening enthusiasts. 
 

The walk started in Frog Lane at The Old Thatch where Richard and Ka-
ren have landscaped their new extension with a series of terraces, moving 
on to Rose Tree Cottage, with wonderful open views accentuated by Alan 
and Stella, followed by Box Tree Cottage where Tony and Diane have 
planted a quintessential cottage garden with David Austin roses.  

 
The next visit was to the Cuddington Stores, or rather the garden behind the shop. John and 
Elaine have transformed this space which was largely derelict, overgrown with nettles and 
bindweed into a highly manicured garden with a raised bed for herbs and vegetables, a collec-
tion of Hostas and borders planted with shrubs and roses. At Thornside, Stephen and Mary 
have created a delightful courtyard garden with a box parterre of lavender and are shaping 
their new evergreen oak as the principal feature. Finally, everyone arrived at The Malt House, 
the home of Tony and Yvette to enjoy a tea of sandwiches, home made cakes and cream 
scones provided by the committee. The weather was just perfect; all the participants obviously 
enjoyed a very convivial afternoon and were very appreciative of all the gardens. (See photo-
graph).  
 

The next event is a garden visit to Kingsbridge Farm near Steeple Claydon arranged for Monday 7th July at 3 pm. This gar-
den has been lovingly created by it current owners and is planted with shrub roses, herbaceous borders and pleached hornbeam 
hedges. There is a woodland walk with a stream running through it.   

What is a village? 
 

Seems a bit of a silly question because everyone 
knows that it is a small collection of houses that 
is not big enough to be called a town.  Clearly, 
it’s a bit more complex than that. There are also 
facilities in a village that support the communi-
ty, such as schools, churches, shops, meeting 
places, open spaces etc.  Most importantly, a 
village is all about its people. 
 

We are really lucky in Cuddington, in that we 
have a fabulous place to live with most of the 
basic facilities, often lacking elsewhere.  We are 
also fortunate that, within the village, are peo-
ple who are prepared to work with a passion to 
achieve things for the common good.  Great 
examples, in recent years are, the creation of 
the ‘Village Picture House,’ the campaign to 
fight off the threats to close many sub Post Of-
fices, running the Sunshine Club, the continuous 
clearing of local footpaths, the organisation of 
the Fete every year, and loads of other things 
too numerous to mention. 
 

One area where we are struggling at the mo-
ment is the Cuddington Playing Fields.  The 
Playing Fields are owned by the Parish Coun-
cil, on behalf of the village, and run by the 
Playing Fields Association. The clubhouse and 
pavilion was built by supporters and enthusiasts 
a few decades ago.  Then the maintenance and 
running of the Playing Fields was substantially 
supported by takings from the bar. Times have 
changed since then and bar takings can no 
longer support the costs, without substantial 
extra fund-raising.  This is always a challenge!  
What we  need now are new ideas and addition-
al enthusiastic supporters.  How do we ensure 
that this village asset is sustained for future 
generations?  Give your views to Village Voice 
or contact Lorraine Ray on 290606. 
 

Village Plan  
 

In 2005, a working group produced a Cudding-
ton Village Plan, which is available to view on 
the website.  Some of the recommended actions 
have happened and others have not.  The Parish 
Council is considering updating this, particu-
larly in respect of housing need.  What do you 
think?  Do you want to help? 
 

Footway to the A418 
 

In May’s Village Voice, volunteers were sought 
to progress this proposal.  To date, only a cou-
ple of people have volunteered to help.  Is no 
one else interested? 

Ken Birkby  292921 
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CUDDINGTON VILLAGE FÊTE 2014 
GRAND AUCTION AT 3.00pm - BERNARD HALL 

 

Lot 1   Golfer’s Package 
   Including: Voucher for a 4 Ball at Studley Wood Golf Club, Footjoy Golf Shirt and Golf Balls  

 Lot 2   Hamper of Local Produce 
   A beautiful hamper packed with locally sourced goodies including - 2 Chocolate Brownies from Saskia's  
   Yummy Food, Drovers Hill Farm Cider & Apple Juice, XT Beer, £20 voucher for Made by Me, Kirsty's  
   Kitchen Scotch Eggs & Sausage Rolls, St Georges Gelato - Tub of luxury ice-cream, Eggs from Haddenham 
   Farm, Tim's Dairy - Selection of yoghurts and more… 

Lot 3   Mixed Case of 12 Bottles of Quality Wine 
   Carefully selected  by Dave Berry of The Crown. This lot has been generously sponsored by Bucks County 
   Council 

 Lot 4  Summer Holiday Family Survival Pack 
   We have had some fabulous donations to make up a great activity pack for the summer holidays - St. Tig 
   gywinkles Visitor Centre; The Roald Dahl Museum Golden Ticket; Whizz Kidz passes, children’s haircuts 
   and Mead Open Farm are all included! 

 Lot 5  An Overnight Stay for 2 Including Breakfast, at The Greyhound On The Test, 
   Stockbridge – Hampshire. Plus a Bottle of House Wine On Arrival 
   A wonderful opportunity to experience a stay at The Michelin Pub of the Year 2014, situated in a beautiful 
   area of Hampshire. Voucher valid for 6 months from Fete Day www.thegreyhoundonthetest.co.uk 

 Lot 6  Three Course Meal for 2 at The Crown, Cuddington 
   Generously donated by Dave Berry, a delicious meal in your favourite local pub! 

 Lot 7   The Seven Stars at Dinton, Three Course Meal for 2 people 
   This community pub serves great food and local ale you’ll have a warm welcome from Steph and her team.  
   Find out more at www.sevenstarsdinton.com 

Lot 8   Champagne Afternoon for 2 at Waddesdon Manor 
   Indulge yourselves at this wonderful historic house, includes entry to the House and Gardens. Voucher  
   valid until 31.12.2014 

 Lot 9              X-Factor 2014 - 4 tickets for one of the autumn live shows 
   Thank you to the Coopers for donating this lot again in 2014. Join Simon Cowell, Cheryl Cole, Mel B and 
   Louis Walsh to be part of the X-factor live audience at one of the London live shows in the autumn of this  
   year.  

Lot 10  Magnum of Moët Champagne 
   Booker Cash & Carry, suppliers to Cuddington Stores, have donated a magnum of Moët Champagne worth 
   over £80! 

Lot 11  One Day Glass Workshop with Jessica Ecott  
   One of Cuddington’s favourite artists has generously donated a one day course in design, glass cutting,  
   colour inclusion, firing, glass compatibility. Make a set of tiles and a piece of jewellery, or bring your own 
   project ideas 

Lot 12  Lifeshine Aftercare Car maintenance Kit 
   Kindly donated by Chris Long. Keep your car showroom clean with this high quality cleaning kit, including 
   Bodywork Shampoo, Interior Shampoo, Vinyl & Rubber Cleaner, Waxes, Polishes & Leather Cloths. 

Lot 13  Aylesbury Waterside Theatre - Annie Get Your Gun with Jason Donovan 
   Please note the date of Tuesday 22nd July at 7.30pm, reserve your ticket as soon as possible! 

Lot 14  Fitness & Wellbeing Package 
   To include Nuffield Gym membership, Thame Therapy Clinic and more…. 
 
In order to bid, please e-mail: cuddington.fete@gmail.com with your name and contact number, the lot (or lots) 
that you wish to bid for and your bid amount. You can also complete a bid form which can be obtained from 
Cuddington Stores, Denise’s or The Crown.  Good Luck! 

Toys, Toys & More Toys! 

We need your toys for the fete 

toy stall, please bring any dona-

tions to Cuddington Stores, 

Denise’s or have ready for col-

lection on Tuesday 1st July. 

Thank you! 

Donated blood is a lifeline for many people 

needing long-term treatments, not just in emer-

gencies. Your blood's main components: red 

cells, plasma and platelets are vital for many 

different uses. 

Red cells are used predominantly in treatments for cancer and blood diseases, as 

well as for treating anaemia and in surgeries for transplants and burns. Plasma 

provides proteins, nutrients and a clotting agent that is vital to stop bleeding - it is 

the most versatile component of your blood. Platelets are tiny cells used to help 

patients at a high risk of bleeding. They also contribute to the repair of damaged 

body tissue. 
 

Each year the service needs to recruit an additional 200,000 donors, can you spare 

some time to give blood? It is easy to book a session online at www.blood.co.uk 

and the service regularly holds sessions in Haddenham and Aylesbury including 

evenings. Visit the website or call 0300 123 23 23  for more information. 

http://sevenstarsdinton.com/
mailto:cuddington.fete@gmail.com
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The omens looked promising as 27 stalwarts rose 
from their beds to see the sun rise on the longest 
day.  By 4am they were on their way down the 
drive to Nether Winchendon, passing over the 
Thame, which looked ethereal with a mist hover-
ing over the water.  Then, it was upwards, scaling 
Barrack Hill on a golden path (it had been 
sprayed!) through the wheat fields.  The sky was 
by now getting decidedly pink and as the observa-
tory hove into view, so did the great red disc in 
the eastern sky.  There also came into view a table 
with tea, coffee and home-made biscuits, and 
three smiling figures dispensing these life-
savers.  The early morning beauty of the land-

scape was breathtak-
ing.   
It quite made up for 
all those drizzly 
midsummer morn-
ings when the sun 
did not put in an 
appearance at all! 

This year’s Burma lunch is set to be bigger than ever with Sherry Scott 

expecting up to 250 guests in the gardens of Tyringham Hall on Sunday 

13th July.  
 

The event raises funds for the Burma Forces Welfare Association Chari-

ty (BFWA) which was established by the late Lt Col Ray Scott to raise 

funds to be distributed among the old Burmese soldiers who fought with 

the British in World War II. 

 

The new focus of the charity is to raise funds for the children of the vet-

erans by supporting projects such as education, health, drug abuse and 

the building of small hydro electric schemes. 

 

You will be welcomed by Sherry and Phil with pre-lunch Pimms, a tra-

ditional Burmese curry with wine, dessert, cheese and coffee. There will 

be an auction, raffle, music and dancing. 

 

Tickets cost £30 per head and the lunch is 12.30pm for 1pm. Contact 

tel:291526 or e-mail philjohnsonpen@gmail.com 

Cuddington Youth Drama’s Sharing of Talent Show was a superb even-

ing of entertainment on Saturday 21st June at the Bernard Hall. The 

range of acts was impressive and included mime, song, dance, comic 

sketches from Blackadder and Monty Python and a series of improvisa-

tion acts. The evening was compèred by comedy duo Luka and Charlie 

who had to improvise whilst the cast set the stage for each act. The next 

Morecambe and Wise perhaps? 

The confidence and mutual trust of this mixed age group of performers 

was evident throughout with lots of support, praise and applause after 

each act. The audience had a thoroughly enjoyable evening and we look 

forward to the next show! 

Cuddington Youth Drama meet on Saturday mornings in the Bernard 

Hall and is run by Elaine English.  Please call 01296 655698 or e-mail 

elaine.english@cuddingtonyouthdrama.org.uk 

$ £ € $ £ € $ £ € $ 
Going Abroad this summer?  

 
Don’t forget your post-office can ser-
vice all your currency needs at com-

petitive rates.  
 

Euros available daily and other cur-
rency next day if ordered before 

noon. 

To tie in with our Wild West theme for this year’s 

fête, Aylesbury Waterside Theatre have donated 

two tickets for Annie get your Gun starring Jason 

Donovan for the evening of July 22nd at 7.30pm. 

These tickets will be auctioned at 3pm on Fête 

Day outside the Bernard Hall, see page 7 for de-

tails of the auction lots and how to vote online. 
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Cuddington’s Weather: May 2014 
 

Overall, the temperature for May was 12.8°C 
(55°F), slightly above the long term average. 
This was in stark contrast to May 2013 which 
was cold in comparison at only 10.8°C (51°F). 
Despite the relative warmth, May was very wet. 
 

Maximum daytime air temperatures averaged 
17.6°C (64°F): precisely the same as the long 
term average. Night time air minimum tempera-
tures averaged 8.1°C (47°F); the long term aver-
age is 7.1°C (45°F). 
 

The highest day time air maxima occurred on the 
19th (25.1° C, 77°F) and the lowest, 2nd (12.1°
C, 54° F). The highest night time air minima 
occurred on the 20th (12.4°C, 54°F) and the low-
est, 3rd (minus 1.8°C, 29°F). The lowest temper-
ature just above the grass occurred at this time 
(minus 4.1°C, 25°F). 
 

Bright sunshine totalled 145.82 hours – the long 
term average is 193 hours. 
 

Total precipitation for the month was 104.8mm 
(4.13 in) – the long term average is 54.8mm 
(2.16 in). It was our wettest May since 2007 
(126.6mm, 4.98 in). 
 
 

Sky Notes 
 

During the summer months, astronomers are 
hindered by the sun never venturing far enough 
below the horizon to allow the night sky to be-
come satisfactorily dark for observing very faint 
and distant ‘fuzzy’ objects such as galaxies. 
However, these months give us the chance to see 
a phenomenon much closer to home, in the form 
of noctilucent clouds in our atmosphere. 
 

Noctilucent (or night-shining) clouds can be seen 
late in the evening, when the sky is clear, partic-
ularly in June and July. They appear as delicately 
structured clouds (sometimes rippled) and slight-
ly bluish in colour. 
 

These clouds are still catching the sun’s rays 
long after it has set at ground level. 
At their great height (50 miles, 80 km) our more 
familiar high level clouds such as cirrus (mare’s 
tails) have long turned dark by night’s veil. 
 

If noctilucent clouds are visible they can be seen 
from around 11 pm and appear very low down in 
the north. You will know you are looking in the 
right part of the sky because you will see the 
bright star Capella twinkling close to the north-
ern horizon. 

Sean Clarke 

July 

Wednesday 2nd 7.30pm   Parish Council Meeting 

Saturday 5th 2.00pm  Wimbledon Ladies’ Final at the 

     Village Picture House 

Sunday 6th 2.00pm  Wimbledon Men’s Final at the 

     Village Picture House 

Monday 7th 3pm    Gardening Club to Kings 

     bridge Farm nr Steeple Claydon 

Tuesday 8th 2.30pm  WI - D.I.Y. 

Saturday 12th 2.00pm  Cuddington Village Wild West 

     Fête 

Thursday 17th 7.00pm  Skylight - NTLive at the Village 

     Picture House 

Sunday 20th 7.00pm  Monty Python  Live (Mostly) – 

     Village Picture House 

Wednesday 23rd 2.00pm The LEGO Movie - Village Pic

     ture House 

Wednesday 30th  2-4pm Play Around the Parishes 

Thursday 31st 7.00pm  Monty Python  Live (Mostly)  

     Encore – Village Picture House 

August   
Wednesday 6th 7.30pm  Parish Council Meeting 

Saturday 16th 7.00pm  Monty Python  Live (Mostly)  

     Encore – Village Picture House 

Sunday 24th 2pm    Sunshine Club Charity Fashion 

     Show at Tyringham Hall  

Visitors at the Seaside Fête, 

July 2013 

The Plant Stall at the Village Fete 

Saturday 12th July  
 

We will be very happy to receive donations of plants 

and produce for the plant stall on the morning of the 

Fete, between 10.30 and 11.30 am. 

 Please bring these to the stall making sure everything is 

clearly labelled. 

 

If you are attending the Fete do come to the stall and 

have a browse around, we usually have a good selection 

of plants. 

BINGO IN THE CLUB 

Cuddington Playing Fields Clubhouse  
 

Saturday 26th July 

7.30 pm for 8.00 pm. 

 (Future dates to follow) 
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Services at St. Nicholas 
(Churchwardens: David Benson 01296 433757 and Graham Carr 290000)  

July 2014 
  
6th 10.00 am   HOLY COMMUNION 
  A modern Communion Service with hymns. The children go 
  to “Sunday Special” for part of the service 
  

13th 10.00 am   FAMILY SERVICE   
  A service for all ages, including lively hymns, with the  
  involvement of young musicians and occasional drama. 
  

20th 10.00 am   HOLY COMMUNION 
   A less formal modern Communion Service with hymns. 
   The children go to Sunday Special for part of the Service  
   

27th 10.00 am MORNING WORSHIP 
     A service of worship and the word, with a mixture of 
   traditional and modern hymns. The children go straight to 
  Chattabox and the Grid in the Bernard Hall at 9.50 a.m.  
  

 11.15 am   HOLY COMMUNION 
  A communion service with hymns, according to the  
                 Book of Common Prayer. 
 

Opportunities for praying together in church: 
each Thursday at  9 a.m.  and each  Sunday at   9.10 a.m.  

  
 

There is a service at 5.30 pm every Sunday evening at Cuddington 
Methodist Chapel. 

Across 

8. Latinised Odysseus 

9. Medieval cure-all, latterly found in barber 

 shops 

10. The 43rd state of the United States 

11. See Elizabeth live in the U.S., if you can 

 find her 

12. Duelling sword 

13. Vociferous, purposeful walk to the National 

 Trust 

16. Club for local OAP’s 

19. Dishonest person returns by train 

22. I lament any kind of illness 

23. Ugh, the potato cake is rot 

24. The Italian capital gives a nasal delight 

25. The way to clean dirty money 
 

Down 

1.         Mathematical calculations in public 

transport keeps you in work 

2. Spin about an axis 

3. Racing along the coast? 

4. Highly acclaimed 1973 TV documentary 

 series The ….of  man 

5. Sounds like a short clap to give enthusiastic 

 approval 

6. Girly hairdresser for the Menace? 

7. Scare off footwear? 

14. Sounds like Westies, Yorkies and Ayredales 

 strike fear in  people 

15. Cat using sleight of hand to deceive, possi

 bly 

17. Trafalgar man put in a hold 

18. Grasp what may sting you! 

20. Within an outer shell 

21. Small casino dealer with respiratory illness 

22. Thickening agent derived from seaweed   

 

Answers to Crossword  

ACROSS: 8.Ulysses, 9. Leech, 10. Idaho, 11. Elusive, 12. Epee, 
13. Strident, 6. Sunshine, 19. Liar, 22. Ailment, 23. Rosti, 24. 

Aroma, 25. Launder. DOWN: 1. Business, 2. Gyrate, 3.Ascot, 4. 

Ascent, 5. Plaudit, 6. Denise, 7. Shoe, 14. Terriers, 15. Chee-
tah, 17. Nelson, 18. Nettle, 20. Inside, 21.Croup, 22. Agar  

The Mystery of the Bee Orchids 
Early in June, I was alerted to the 
appearance of bee orchids beside the 

footpath down to Winchendon Mill by 
Chris Blumer, and I've been following 
their progress ever since. These beautiful 
orchids are one of the larger British spe-
cies and very colourful and are a real find 
for us. However they are known to pros-
per on chalky soils, so you'd expect to 
find them on Chiltern meadows, such as 
Aston Rowant Nature Reserve and not on a damp rape field by the River 
Thame. What is more, there are a lot of plants, so are not just the result of 
a single dropped seed or planting. This field is managed by Waddesdon 
Estates, so has a wildlife strip around it, including where the footpath 
runs, so perhaps there were plants here in the past, and this lovely spring 
has given them perfect growing conditions? Anyway, it is quite delight-
ful, and it is to be hoped that they will come back in future years. 
Please do let me know of any other unusual sightings. 
 

The Joys of Spring 
After our wet, windy winter, we have had a wonderful spring that has 
been great for gardens and farmers, and also for wildlife. Many people 
have commented on the louder and more varied bird song, after a couple 
of declining years. In our garden, the sparrows and blackbirds have pro-
duced two broods already, prospering on the increased insect life and 
moist soils that foster worms and other wrigglies. It was a spectacular 
year for bluebells, cowslips, cow parsley and buttercups, and there are 
more orchids than normal in the Chiltern nature reserves.  
I think that there are more bees about this year as well, and have seen 
increasing numbers of honey bees as well as bumble bees, which is very 
good news: we can only hope that this will signal a change in the trend of 
decline of recent years. A 'bee house' in your garden really helps, and 
once installed, soon becomes busy with pollen-laden bees. 
We can all help to restore wildlife in and around our village by working 
with nature, rather than trying always to control it, using fewer chemicals 
and leaving some nature to prosper. We could also appreciate our native 
species more, rather than constantly favouring the exotic. It is the impor-
tation of foreign plants that has given us Japanese bindweed, Dutch elm 
disease, the harlequin ladybird, rhododendron ponticum and many other 
species that have developed into pests that over-run our native plants and 
animals. 

Doug Kennedy 

Bee Orchids in Cuddington, June 


