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March 
2014 

 
VOLUME SEVENTEEN 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God. John 1:1 

The Word of Life - a Lent Workshop, Monday March 10th to Monday 7th April, see page 2 for more details…. 

Cuddington Youth Drama really did come of age with their 

excellent production of “Oliver!” in the Bernard Hall during 

half term week. 
 

On the evening I attended the packed audience was buzzing 

with anticipation before curtain up - and it wasn’t to be disap-

pointed! The young cast showed real professionalism in pre-

senting this musical classic – from 7 year old Tamsin Tewson 

in the chorus to 13 year old Morgan Ecott as Noah Claypole 

and 16 year old Emily Neal as Mrs Sowerberry. 
 

There was some very imaginative staging - clever use of gauze 

stretched across the stage to give silhouette effects, a street scene chase around the auditorium with an imaginary police dog in 

the lead (or should that be ‘on a lead’?!!) and some beautifully painted backdrops of London scenes. The use of the auditorium 

for some scenes  added greatly to the production, but one or two that were played out on the hall floor were not always easy to 

see.               Continued on page 5….. 

Cuddington Youth Drama’s production of Oliver!  

 

Sheriff Galpin and his small posse of deputies are 
mighty pleased to announce the theme for this year’s 
fête as the ‘Wild West’.  
 

Will it be a shoot-out or a gold rush after High Noon on  
Saturday 12th July?   

 

This faithful band of cowboys and cowgirls need much more help 
and support. If you are an Annie Oakley or a Wild Bill or even 
one of the Good, the Bad and the Ugly, 
please make yourself known to John and 
Elaine at the General Store or send a 
wire to Sheriff Galpin on 07709 
411098.    

Yee-Haw! 

Please join us for a special family 

service in St Nicholas church at 10 

am on Sunday 29th March to cele-

brate Mothering Sunday. 

Peter Wenham continues his series 

on the contribution of the families 

of Cuddington to the Great War 

through his research into those 

named on the War Memorial.  

In this issue, Peter has investigated 

the lives of the Dunkin brothers,  

Richard and Edwin. 

See page 4…. 
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 Thought for the Month 

The Revd. Jonathan Hawkins writes 
 
It crossed my mind the other day how similar I am as a human being with a body to a motor 
car.  I need regular inputs of fuel to keep me going and I need regular cleaning to keep me look-
ing great (Adonis complex!) and I need regular changes of shoes as they wear out. 
 
Not only that but as I get older I find myself in need of regular servicing and for me that means 

a visit to the optician to enable me to keep seeing as well as a visit to the audiologist in order to keep my hearing aids 
in tune, all of which helps me to function properly and to continue to relate to those around me. 
 
Now of course the analogy of comparing myself with a car starts to break down as soon as I start to think in more de-
tail and largely because of two things. The first is that I am a thinking, rational (sometimes) being. I make choices, I 
can navigate myself. I can communicate. I can see and hear things in my local environment and react to them. Cars are 
getting cleverer with computers, cameras and the like on board but they are in reality nowhere near matching the sim-
plest ability of the youngest child! 
 
The second way in which my analogy with a car breaks down is that as a living creature I am made in the image of 
God and his Spirit lives within me. A car remains an inanimate object that can from time to time move from one place 
to another. 
 
So, as a Spirit filled person I have need of both physical nourishment as well as spiritual nourishment so like my car I 
get regular top ups at St Nicholas which keep me going during the week but every now and then I need more than this, 
a bit of a service and this is where our 2014 Lent Course comes in.  
 
We shall be looking at 1 John, written by one of the Apostles, on five consecutive Mondays, starting on the 10 th March. 
We will be looking at what impact Jesus has on our lives, the truth about Jesus and His message of love as told in some 
wonderful passages from John’s letter. This service, like my visits to the optician and audiologist for my physical 
needs, will help clarify my vision and understanding of Jesus and also help retune my hearing of the Word of God, 
fulfilling my spiritual needs. 
 
The Lent course, like our Sunday services are open to everyone and all are welcome to come on any or all of the Mon-
days; so I would conclude by saying “See you at the St Nicholas service station!” 
 
God bless 

Revd. Jonathan Hawkins 

 

Having a 

spring  

turnout?   
 

The Sunshine Club will be holding their 

annual bazaar at The Bernard Hall on 

Saturday 12th April and we’d so appreci-

ate you hanging on to your ‘turnouts’ 

until then.  (We’re looking for books, 

toys, unwanted gifts, white elephant, and 

good 2nd hand clothing).  But if you 

simply have to ‘get rid’ now, do give us 

a ring on 01844 299 150 and, by hook or 

by crook, we’ll give them storage!   
 

Our appeal is ongoing for old mobile 

phones and used printer cartridges which 

we can turn into funds for our Club.  

These can be left at the Village Shop 

(thank you John and Elaine). 
 

Many thanks for the great support we 

receive. 

St Nicholas Church is running a Lent Course every Monday at 8pm from 10th 

March to 7th April.   
 

We will study the First Letter of St John; and if you wish to discover more of what 

God has for your life and situation and we, as Christians, should behave – and 

are prepared for a little serious study! – then please join us.  The course will take 

place in St Nicholas Church – 7.45 for 8 pm, finishing by 9.30. 
 

We need to know approximately how many people will be coming (some Home 

Groups will be coming en masse, we hear).  To accompany the course we are 

using a booklet on The First Letter of John (which costs £4) and we need to know 

how many to order. 
 

There will be a sheet in the Church on which to sign up, or else please let Gra-

ham Carr 290000), David Benson (01296 433757) or Jonathan Hawkins 

(299429) know, by Tuesday 4th March. There will also be a chance to sign up at 

the Parish supper on 1st March.  

  

You are all very welcome and the more the merrier!   

And the heating will be on! 
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An old favourite, the Easter Bunny, more theatre 
and Rugby! 
 

One of the village’s most voted for films, when asked for its opinion was “Lawrence of Arabia”, and, fol-

lowing the recent death of its star Peter O’Toole, we felt it entirely appropriate to put it on. Large cinema 

screens were made for films like this and this promises to be a wonderful and captivating experience, en-

tirely different from a DVD on your television screen! 

As it is a long film and there will be an interval it is starting at 7.00pm and we are showing it on a Friday 

(as opposed to our normal Thursday) to allow for a late night! 

 

 

Our end of term film to kick off the Easter holidays is HOP certificate ‘U’. He was destined to be the 

Easter Bunny, but all he wanted to do was rock! When teenage E.B. (voiced by Russell Brand) leaves 

for Hollywood in pursuit of his dream to become a rockstar drummer, he meets Fred (James Marsden), 

an out-of-work slacker with his own lofty goals.  

Together the two encounter a series of hilarious mishaps and misadventures and in the end help each 

other recognize the importance of family. 

The film starts at 2pm on Friday 4th April with the Hall open from 1.30pm, the run time is 96 minutes. 

 

 

The National Theatre continues to provide us with an absorbing variety of plays and we hope our film selection creates an attrac-

tive balance and choice for you. 

 

Our programme for the next few months is: 

 Blue Jasmine     Thursday 6th March at 8.00pm 

 War Horse (NTEncore)   Thursday 13th March at 7.30pm 

  War Horse (NTEncore)   Saturday 15th March at 5.00pm 

 Captain Phillips    Thursday 27th March at 8.00pm 

 HOP!      Friday 4th  April at 2.00pm  

 Untouchable     Thursday 10th April at 8.00pm 

 Lawrence of Arabia    Friday 25th April at 7.00pm 

 King Lear (NTLive)    Thursday 1st May 7.00pm 

 The Curious Incident of  the Dog in the Night-time (NTEncore)  

       Friday 23rd May at 7.00pm 

  A Small Family Business (NTLive) Thursday 12th June at 7.00pm 

   

And there is also 6 Nations Rugby – the only further one we are able to show is England vs Wales on Sunday 9th March at 

2.30pm; tickets at the Village Stores, online or at the door are £4.00 and accompanied children are free! 

Cuddington Methodist Church invite 

you to 2 special services with guest 

speakers. 
 

Sunday 9th March at 5.30pm 

Revd. Andrew Baguley from Wal-

tham Chase Southampton.who has a 

teaching and healing ministry. 
 

Sunday 27th April at 5.30pm 

Revd Keith Salter who is the Senior 

Coordinating Chaplain at Grendon 

Underwood Prison. 

  

All are welcome to join us. 

As a note to all Parishioners, a Category 1 pothole is any pothole 
greater than 300mm in any one direction and 40 mm depth on all 
category roads.  CAT 1 potholes will be permanently repaired within 
24 hours of notification or by the end of the following day.   
 
Parishioners are urged to report a Category 1 pothole.  If a Cat 1 
pothole is not reported, a compensation claim cannot be made. 

 

Please report to: Transport for Buckingham - Service Contact 
Centre - 0845 230 2882 
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The two oldest Dunkin boys fought in World War I.  Richard and Edwin were the sons of Sidney 
Herbert Dunkin, who worked on a farm as a cattleman, and Annie, nee Timberlake, his wife.  Annie 
was a lively and productive lady, having fifteen children in twenty seven years.  The Dunkins are 
probably the largest ever family to live in Cuddington.  Richard and Edwin were brought up in a 
cottage rented from Colonel Bernard, on the site of the present Bernard Hall.  Later the Dunkin fami-
ly moved to a cottage on the corner of Tibby’s Lane, next to two other large families, the Ewers and 
the Orchards. 
 

Richard, Annie’s first boy, was born in 1896.  He was brought up in the village and married a Cud-
dington girl, Bessie Bridges of “The Forge”, the former home of the last blacksmith in the village, 
Edwin Robbins.  His name and occupation appear in the 1899 Trade Directory. 
 

Richard left the village and his job as a ploughboy and joined the Royal Bucks Hussars, an old cavalry regiment centred on the 
Aylesbury area.  The Forces War Record informs us that the regiment served at Gallipoli and in Egypt.  Unfortunately it carries 
no record of Richard.  What we do know is that Richard returned home safely, but soon left to work on a farm in Canada.  His 
wife was pregnant and stayed in the village.  After she had had her baby, Evelyn, Bessie joined her husband.  Eventually, when 
they returned home, they lived in Gibraltar and then later in Dadbrook.  Richard worked as a farmer and builder and when he 
died in 1965, he was buried in St Nicholas’ churchyard. 
 

His younger brother, Edwin Thomas, nicknamed ‘Micky’, was born in 1900 and joined the army when he was only fifteen by 
‘miscalculating’ his age.  Edwin joined up freely.  A few months later, conscription was introduced in January 1916 for single 
men.  This was a break with tradition.  Hitherto Britain had relied on voluntary enlistment.  Edwin was not by any means the 
youngest of the boys  who joined up during the war.  For example, the case of Sidney Lewis has just come to light.  He enlisted 
aged twelve and a half and was withdrawn from fighting in the trenches on the Somme in August 1916.  His mother had in-
formed the War Office of his age and enclosed his birth certificate.  The Imperial War Museum has declared Sidney to be the 

youngest known soldier in the British army.   
 

We know little of Edwin’s service in the Oxford and 
Bucks Light Infantry as again, the War Records do not 
carry his name.  However, the “Roll of Honour” in St 
Nicholas credits  him with ‘MM’ after his name, which is 
the prestigious Military Medal.  Like his eldest brother, he 
never spoke of his war experiences and his family did not 
even know that he had been given this award. 
 

Edwin lived in the village for the rest of his life, but he 
never settled to either permanent employment or a home.  
He worked on the land from time to time and occasionally 
assisted the village thatcher, George Watson.   
 

However, as the War Records are silent on details of the 
two Dunkin boys’ service, our story is incomplete, alt-
hough we do have their photographs.   

     Peter Wenham 

The February Meeting on Tuesday 11th once more welcomed Mrs. 

Frances Benton as guest speaker. Her talk last year entitled “A Passion 

for Pearls” had delighted members and this second talk was in no way 

disappointing. Her account of visits to China and other far flung places 

to obtain the pearls she wanted seems to put her in the category of those explorers of the 

past who brought back from far lands their exotic finds. 
 

The difference between real and faux pearls was explained, and Mrs. Benton’s described 

the ways in which the real article could be recognized. Greatly to the amazement of some 

she described how real pearls could be of very many different colours. 
 

The second part of the talk was a demonstration of how to knot and thread a necklace of 

pearls. Talking throughout in her usual vivacious manner Mrs. Benton soon had her necklace completed while at the same time 

having given explicit instructions for those members who would want to try this out for themselves. 
 

After the customary cup of tea members went into the other room to be met by a veritable Aladdin’s cave: the billiard table was 

beautifully set out with rows and rows of pearl necklaces of different colours, all with their price tags attached. Matching ear-

rings were also on sale and several members succumbed to this temptation. 
 

As Mrs. Lynn Ashby had said in her vote of thanks Mrs. Benton’s vivacious manner and her wealth of interesting information 

had made her visit once again a very special occasion for Cuddington’s W.I.     
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Continued from front page…. 
 

The highlight of the evening for me was the fantastic perfor-

mance of “Consider Yourself” with Oliver Twist (Aiden But-

ler), the Artful Dodger (Will Chapman) and chorus; it was 

performed with real feeling and exuberance by all those in-

volved and Aiden gave us a heart-warming and convincing 

showing of Oliver throughout the evening. Special mention 

must also be made of Ben Stoll’s (Fagin) singing of “I’m re-

viewing the situation”, a very impressive rendition which 

topped a great overall performance. 
 

Cuddington Youth Drama aims to involve as many of its 

members as possible in its performances and to this end splits 

some of the key roles between cast members over the six per-

formances. I am sure that those who did not take the leading 

parts on the night I attended (the Wednesday evening) per-

formed superbly when they did!  
 

The costumes, stage management and music all need recogni-

tion as they contributed enormously to the production -  the 

excellent costumes left one in no doubt as to the Victorian 

setting, the stage management was both efficient and very 

effective and The Band provided invaluable musical support 

and drama – the cement that held it all together! 
 

Thanks and congratulations must go to Director Elaine English 

and Musical Director Gary Hawkins. 

Chris Blumer 

“Light and shade 
by turn, but loves 
always” was an 
appropriate senti-
ment for St Valen-
tine’s Week when 
the Gardening 
Club was treated 
to the delights of 
the gardens at 
Ascott House, near Wing by Senior Gardener, Vaughan 
Woodcock. This motto encircles the Roman numerals 
which make up the giant evergreen sundial, possibly the 
most unusual garden feature at Ascott. 
 

The main part of the garden seems to have been laid out in 
the 1880s, following Leopold de Rothschild’s marriage 
and was conceived partly as a present for his wife and as a 
celebration of their happy marriage. In addition to the box 
and yew Sundial there are 2 further romantic Victorian 
features - the Venus garden with a fountain and the Dutch 
Garden containing a bronze fountain of Eros.  
 

Twenty years ago the Chelsea gold medallist, Arabella 
Lennox-Boyd, designed a sheltered double herbaceous 
border colour themed in shades of mauve, lilac and blue, 
backed by ceaonothus, old roses and clematis. This is a 
border to die for! By contrast, coming into the twenty-first 
century the Wirtz brothers (of Alnwick fame) have created 
a modern “landform” garden of round ponds, large 
mounds, ornamental grasses, and specimen trees. Vaughan 
rounded off his talk by recommending useful tools and 
gadgets; he is certainly a very enthusiastic, hands-on gar-
dener. 
 

At the AGM which preceded Vaughan’s talk, Chairman 
Elsie was delighted to report that the Gardening Club had 
enjoyed another successful year, with all events being well 
supported and membership very healthy. 
 

The next meeting is arranged for Monday 10th March, 
7.30 pm in the playing field clubhouse when modern day 
plant hunter, Chris Chadwell will be speaking on “Garden 
Flowers of Alaska and America’s Pacific NW”. Chris is a 
freelance lecturer, travel photographer and botanist.  
 

Everyone is welcome! 

 

present the Rock Opera 
 

Jesus Christ  
Superstar 

Lyrics by Tim Rice,  
Music by Andrew Lloyd Webber 
 
 

Tuesday 8.- Saturday 12. April 2014 
Lord Williams's Upper School, Thame 
 

THE BOOKING LINES ARE OPEN NOW! 
To book your tickets go to: 
 www.thelittleboxoffice.com/icp  

Village Voice is launching a writing 

competition for the younger residents 

of the village.   

 

More details to follow. 

http://www.thelittleboxoffice.com/icp
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School News 
We are really excited that work has started on improving the layout, work-

ings and overall facilities on the Infant site. The work is being undertaken 

over three phases and while that is going on our building contractor, Phil 

Gollins, will be needing to park vehicles close to the school. We hope very 

much that this will not cause any undue disruption, either to pedestrian or 

vehicular traffic; but please bear with us if, from time to time, there is 

some unavoidable blockage. The initial phase is to re-site all of the toilets 

and to allow for improved drainage as the configuration that had evolved 

over the years simply cannot cope with the number of pupils we now have 

in the school.  

If you are interested in following the developments please go to our web-

site and follow the news: www.cuddingtonanddintonschool.co.uk 
 

Some of you passing the Foundation play area 

may well have seen the wonderful new playhouse 

which Friends4CADS has generously provided; 

this is a truly positive addition to our facilities 

and, believe it or not, all 26 children insisted on 

all being inside together for the official opening - 

and they all fitted in!! 
 

Whilst years 3 & 4 children went on a real treat to see The Lion King re-

cently, our Foundation children have had an exciting visit to Woodstock to 

see dinosaurs – and you should see the wonderful mobile they have put up 

in their classroom! 

Mrs Kim Price 

 

Finance 
 

Cuddington Parish Council has to submit to 

Aylesbury Vale District Council, on an annual 

basis, the amount of money it requires to spend 

on Cuddington issues.  This sum is called the 

‘Precept’ and is a very small figure, when com-

pared to the amounts of Council Tax we all pay 

to the County, District, Police and Fire Service. 
 

Our precept has stood at £10,000 for several 

years and, despite rising costs, the Council de-

cided, in these times of pressure on everyone’s 

finances, to raise the same amount for the year 

2014/2015.  You may see that this figure varies 

by a very small amount and this will be as a re-

sult of a little grant from central government.  

To date, no one seems to know if this will be 

paid, or, if it is, how much!  For the current 

year, the total amount we got was £10,076.  
 

Not all the money is spent by the Council direct-

ly; at the last meeting it was decided that £300 

would be given to Village Voice for running 

costs and £450 to the Church towards the up-

keep of the Churchyard. 
 

 

Appearance of the Village 
 

This time of year is particularly depressing, not 

only for the appalling weather, but everything is 

so untidy!  Verges and the Village Greens are 

churned-up by heavy vehicles, litter becomes 

even more obvious because of short grass and 

hedge cutting, potholes appear, as if by magic, 

and various contractors insist on digging things 

up and creating a mess!    

We will be having discussions at the next meet-

ing about dealing with the priorities.  So come 

along and have your say. 

Ken Birkby 

 

 
 

Annual Village Meeting 
The meeting will take place in the  

Bernard Hall on Monday March 31st at 

7.30pm 

 

The format will be similar to previous 

years, with open discussions on a variety 

of topics.  If there is something you feel 

should be discussed, then e-mail me, 

Ken Birkby, at 

ken@vivsemmens.force9.co.uk or pop a 

note in the letter box of Wayside, on 

Bridgeway, or call on 292921 

 

FêTE Committee 

members  

A Huge Reward awaits you, visit John and 
Elaine at the General Store or send a wire 
to Sheriff Galpin on 07709 411098 

http://www.cuddingtonanddintonschool.co.uk
mailto:ken@vivsemmens.force9.co.uk
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 

 

 

"“Daffodils that come before the swallow 

dares 

And take the winds of March with 

beauty" 

 

from "A Winter's Tale"  by Shakespeare 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
March 
 
Saturday  1st  7.00pm Parish Supper 
Wednesday  5th  7.30pm   Parish Council Meeting 
Thursday  6th  8.00pm Blue Jasmine – Village Picture  
     House 
Sunday  9th  2.30pm 6 Nations Rugby at the Village Pic 
     ture House – England vs Wales 
Sunday 9th 5.30pm Methodist Church guest preacher  
     Revd. Andrew Baguley 
Monday  10th  8.00pm Start of Lent Course, in church       
Monday  10th  7.30pm Gardening Club, “Garden Flowers  
     of Alaska &America’s North Pacific 
     Coast” 
Tuesday  11th  2.30pm The History of Juggling and other  
     Manipulative Miscellania, Nigel  
     Roder 
Thursday  13th  7.30pm  War Horse – NTEncore at Village  
     Picture House 
Saturday  15th  5.00pm  War Horse – NTEncore at Village  
     Picture House 
Sunday    16th  11.15am    Annual Parochial Church Meeting      
Monday  17th  2.30pm Gardening Club - Daffodils at Hart 
     well House 
Tuesday  18th  9.05am School Infant Family Service in  
     Church 
Thursday  27th  8.00pm Captain Phillips – Village Picture  
     House 
Monday  31st  7.30pm   Annual Village Meeting, Bernard  
     Hall 
 

April 
 
Wednesday  2nd  7.30pm   Parish Council Meeting 
Friday  4th 2.00pm Hop - Village Picture House 
Monday  7th  7.30pm Gardening Club – “Wildlife and  
     Wildlife Gardening" 
Tuesday  8th  2.30pm WI - Young Carers Bucks 
Thursday  10th  8.00pm Untouchable – Village Picture  
     House 
Saturday  12th  2.00pm Sunshine Club Bazaar, Bernard Hall 
Friday  18th 2.00pm Good Friday Reflection in Church 
Sunday  20th 10.00am Easter Sunday Family Service in  
     Church 
Monday  21st 10.00am Easter Monday Pantomime in  
     Church 
Friday  25th  7.00pm Lawrence of Arabia – Village Pic 
     ture House 
Sunday  27th 5.30pm Methodist Church guest preacher  
     Revd. Keith Salter 

 Weather: January 2014 
  

This year saw Cuddington’s wettest January, by a 

large margin, in at least the last 161 years. But 

despite the rain it was sunnier than average, with 

76.57 hours of sunshine (it’s normally 62.5 hours). 

 

Daytime maximum air temperatures averaged 8.6 

(47F); the long term average is 7.2 deg C (45F). 

Night time air minimum temperatures averaged 2.5 

deg Celsius (37F); the long term average is 1.6 deg 

Celsius (35F). 

 

The actual highest day time air maxima occurred 

on the 5th (12.0 deg C, 54F) and the lowest on the 

30th (4.5 deg C, 40F). The actual highest night time 

air minima occurred on the 7th (7.9 deg C, 46F) 

and the lowest on the 12th (minus 3.0 deg C, 27F). 

The lowest temperature just above the grass oc-

curred at this time (minus 8.2 deg C, 17F). There 

were a total of only 4 air frosts during the month. 

 

January’s rainfall was unprecedented. With my 

limited 16 year rainfall dataset our previous wettest 

January was in 1999 with 98.4 mm (3.87in). Using 

Oxford’s rainfall dataset which goes back to 1853 

and is representative of Cuddington’s climate, the 

previous wettest January was in 1956, with rainfall 

of 99.5mm (3.92in).  The rainfall for January 2014 

amounted to 126.1 mm (4.97in); on average you 

would normally expect around 56.0 mm (2.21in). 

We are hearing much commentary in the media that 

this high rainfall is due to global warming. Scien-

tists still cannot attribute a specific extreme weath-

er episode to Climate Change with absolute cer-

tainty. Our climate is naturally variable and ex-

treme weather events have occurred in the past, 

albeit rarely. However, Climate Change prediction 

tells us that these 'rare' events will unfortunately 

become far more common in the future. 

Sean Clarke  

Flood waters at Nether Winchendon lapping over the  

footpath to Cuddington 
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Weather? Climate? Short term variation or long term trend? What is behind this wet, wet winter? 

There is nothing new in a wet winter, just as there was nothing new in the cold winters and wet summers we experi-

enced in the previous years. It is true that January was the wettest in recorded history (going back to the 18th centu-

ry), but records have to be broken sometime.  And none of this is as extreme as the 17th century 'mini ice-age' that 

froze the Thames over several winters. 
 

However, don't you find it odd that in March 2013 the big worry was depleted water tables and lack of rain after an intermina-

ble winter, that in December 2012 the worry was amount of grit and salt in store for roads having run out the previous year, 

(whereas the worry is now sand bags) and that we had hosepipe bans as recently as 2011? 
 

Add to this that over recent months, there has been a desperate freeze-up in the United States along with an unprecedented 

drought in California, a prolonged heat wave in southern Australia, unprecedented 

snow in China, the Philippines typhoon, burning forests and so on.  
 

Something is happening resulting in UK weather getting much more fixed than it used 

to be: we are losing our changeability and getting stuck in a particular type of weather 

for extended periods. One result is that, if it rains, it tends to continue raining for 

weeks, and is heavier that we were used to (an inch of rain in a day used to be highly 

exceptional), and conversely, if it goes dry, we end up in a bit of a drought. 
 

Could the fact is that CO2 made up less than 0.3% of the atmosphere when I was at 

school in the 60's and is now over 0.4% have anything to do with it? The Chief Scientist 

at the Met Office along with almost all the World's climate scientists think so, but you 

may know better. 
 

Here, in the Aylesbury Vale, we have been spared the worst of the deluge, and the water meadows along our River Thame are 

capable of storing huge amounts of excess water. We are 

fortunate that, unlike many areas that are currently suffer-

ing damaging floods, there is little in the way of buildings 

along the river valley, and old settlements like Nether Win-

chendon seem to have been built to cope with periodical 

inundations. 
 

Of course, the great thing about water meadows is that 

they are not only beautiful, but are important stores for 

wildlife whilst providing good grazing in dry months;  so it 

is in our interests to enjoy, and look after the River Thame 

actively.  I am working on a campaign to protect the river 

from being spoiled by pollution and inappropriate devel-

opment and have support from our Councillors, Parish 

Council, some landowners and many individuals, so watch 

this space for developments.  
 

By the way,  I was alarmed by this  article in the Daily 

Telegraph on Saturday Feb 22nd, Geoffrey Lean wrote 

about a new Government measure to loosen up planning in 

the countryside, particularly concerning converting dere-

lict agricultural buildings: please do look it up at http://

www.telegraph.co.uk/earth/countryside/10653915/The-plot

-to-turn-national-parks-into-suburbia.html. 

Services at St. Nicholas 
(Churchwardens: Graham Carr, 290000 and David Benson, 01296 433757)  

March 
 

2nd 10 am   HOLY COMMUNION  
 A modern Communion Service with hymns. The children go to “Sunday 
 Special” for part of the service 
 

9th    10 am   FAMILY SERVICE  
 A service for all ages, including lively hymns, with the involvement of 
 young musicians and occasional drama. 
 

16th      10 am   HOLY COMMUNION 
  A less formal modern Communion Service with hymns, children go to 
 Sunday Special for part of the Service  
 

23rd 10 am MORNING WORSHIP 
 A service of worship and the word, with traditional & modern  hymns. The 
 children go straight to Chattabox and the Grid in the  Bernard Hall at 9.50  

 

29th 10 am MOTHERING SUNDAY (Extra!) FAMILY SERVICE 
 A service for all ages, including lively hymns, with the involvement of 
 young musicians and occasional drama. 
  

April 
 

6th 10 am   HOLY COMMUNION    
 A modern Communion Service with hymns. Children go to Sunday 
 Special  for part of the service 
 

13th      10 am    PALM SUNDAY FAMILY SERVICE  
 A service for all ages, including lively hymns,, with the involvement  of 
 young musicians. 
 

18th      2 pm  GOOD FRIDAY REFLECTION 
  

20th 10 am EASTER DAY FAMILY COMMUNION 
 

21st 10 am EASTER MONDAY PANTOMIME 
 

27th 10 am MORNING WORSHIP 
 A service of worship and the word, with traditional & modern  hymns. The 
 children go straight to Chattabox and the Grid in the  Bernard Hall at 9.50  

   
There is a service at 5.30 pm every Sunday evening at 

Cuddington Methodist Chapel. 
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