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FEBRUARY 

2014 

 

VOLUME SEVENTEEN 

 

Since the Village Picture House opened its doors on 26th 

September with the National Theatre Live’s showing of 

Othello we have had a further 13 shows, with many more 

scheduled, and on 11th Janu-

ary at 10.44 we sold our 

1,000 ticket! Congratulations 

go to Sara Stoll who bought 

two tickets to see Blue Jas-

mine and is pictured being 

presented with a bottle of 

wine by Markus Bolton, 

Chairman of the Village 

Picture House. 

 

See page 5 for a full Village 

Picture House report and our 

programme for the beginning 

of 2014. 

It was reported in the last edition of Village Voice that Peter 

Wenham would be presenting a series of pieces in Village 

Voice commemorating some of those who lost their lives and 

some who returned from  World War I. This is the first. 

 

Frederick Ralph Cripps’ parents, William and Jane, came to 

live in Bridgeway, Cuddington in 1901.  William worked at 

Boddington Mill, was a carpenter of repute and a prominent 

lay preacher at the Wesleyan Chapel.  Jane was 

born of a well-known Cuddington family, the 

Piddingtons, and worked from home as a lace-

maker. 

 

Frederick left the village at 25 to enlist in the 

Oxford and Bucks Light Infantry regiment like 

so many other Cuddington men.  Although he 

must have realised that war was risky and unpre-

dictable, he could not have envisaged how 

events in a far distant place would shape his life. 

 

Frederick’s story hinges, like soldiers’ the world 

over, on major strategic decisions – in his case, 

British policy in the Middle East.  Fighting in this arena was 

often referred to as a ‘sideshow’, giving the false impression 

that it was in some way easier and less deadly than the western 

front. In fact the campaign fought by Frederick and his com-

rades was equally brutal and uncomfortable with the added 

hazards of desert terrain and climate. 

 

Turkey’s entry into the war in October 1914 as Germany’s 

ally prompted Britain to open up a military front in the Turk-

ish province in present day Iraq .  The first battalion of the 

Oxford and Bucks Light infantry was sent to the Persian 

Gulf in November 1914 largely to protect British 

controlled oil wells, vital for fuel for the ships of 

the navy.   

 

Initially British forces were successful, but even-

tually were forced to withdraw to the fortress of 

Kut, where they were besieged by Turkish forces.  

By April 1916 they were forced to surrender.  The 

captured British soldiers were brutally treated, 

during a forced march of 1,200 miles to Prisoner 

of War camps in Anatolia.  Over 4,000 died on 

the journey or in the camps. 

 

At first the Cripps family heard that their son was 

missing.  However his army record confirms his death at the 

end of June 1916.  We do not know how Private Cripps fell.  

(Continued on page 3) 

When Village Voice was first published in September 1998 I 

don’t think anyone would have anticipated just how successful 

it would be and just how it would become such an important 

part of the village. 

 

The original editorial team was made up of Roger Fraser, 

Felicity Hilder and Peggy Cattell and in recent years and since 

Roger’s death the driving 

force behind Village Voice 

has been both of the Cattells, 

Peggy and Nan (pictured). 

Nan’s embracing of modern 

technology in the form of her 

HP laptop, which replaced 

their electronic typewriter, 

meant that she was able to 

(Continued on page 5) 
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David Benson writes 
 

February seems to be one of those months when you are either recovering from some hor-

rendous bug or about to get one! If you are going to feel depressed then February is a real-

ly good month for it!  

 

And so we need something to cheer us up – to lift the spirits – and remind us that Spring is just around the corner!  

What better flight of fancy than Valentine’s Day with its air of romantic love and devotion.  Don’t look too closely 

into the background; St Valentine seems to have been a bit of an obscure saint. One of the many legends is that 

whilst in prison he healed the jailer’s blind daughter through prayer and on the day of his execution left her a note 

that was signed, “Your Valentine”.  The more recent legends were probably invented in the 14c by my old friend 

Geoffrey Chaucer and then uplifted and expanded to form the modern commercial variant. But, whatever the origin, 

enjoy the moment, and the opportunity to be romantic and tell someone you really love them – we men perhaps do 

not do it often enough! 

 

To further lift the spirits we also have the CYD performance of Oliver to look forward to from  18 Feb. But beyond 

the sparkling and energetic songs there is a real dark side to Oliver with loss, poverty, criminality and abuse chal-

lenging the power of love, friendship and justice. 

 

Well God’s kingdom is all about a society transformed by love, justice and joy. This is not a romantic love but a car-

ing, thoughtful, supporting love - which seeks out justice for all.  And Christianity is not about filling seats in church 

on a Sunday – however welcome that might be - but about filling our world with the love of God. Many of us will 

still have a memory of someone who shared their faith with us and helped to teach us about the love of Jesus. Can 

we do the same for our children and grandchildren and friends?  If you would like to learn more then there are two 

excellent books in the bookshops and online right now. Written by John Pritchard they are “Living faithfully” and 

“Ten”. They are written in a very readable and thought provoking style and if you would like to know more about 

faith in this modern world then they are a good read for a dark February night. Moreover, if you want to show your 

love and care for the world in a really practical way then Fairtrade fortnight begins on 24 Feb and it is a simple way 

for each and every one of us to make a difference as we shop.  And John and Elaine stock Fairtrade items in the vil-

lage shop so you don’t even have to travel far. Closer to home, there are collecting points in church and in the village 

shop to support the local food banks that are still filling a very real social need. And so in February do take the op-

portunity to share your love for the world as well as each other. 

Thought for the Month 

 

Village Voice is published by the Cuddington Parochial Church Council as a service to the community. 

Editorial Team: Helen Keeping - 291635 or wichertcot@btinternet.com; Chris Blumer - 290647 or chrisblumer@blumer.co.uk ; 
Karen Clayton  - 290404 or info@porkandginger.co.uk  

For advertising, please contact: Felicity Hilder - 290951 or Caroline Thompson - 291485 

Around the village 
 

Christmas was celebrated in Cuddington in 

many traditional ways. The decorated Christmas 

Tree stood on the Green for all to see and many 

people placed colourful lights outside their 

houses and enjoyed parties arranged privately 

or by one of the village societies. 

Carols featured largely in the celebrations: a 

few hardy singers went round part of the village 

singing on a very cold night before become 

cheered by the warm welcome received at 

Tyringham Hall, on December 22nd there were 

carols in the Methodist church and St. Nicholas 

was packed on Christmas Eve to sing and to 

remember that “Love came down at Christmas”. 

And in the Methodist church 
 

Thank you so much to all who supported 

our Carol Service on 22nd December. It 

was very well attended and a large num-

ber of ‘Feed the Hungary’ bags of food 

were received for the “The Lighthouse 

Food Bank Aylesbury”.  An offering was 

also taken for the food bank which 

amounted to £110.  They were able to 

use this to give healthy packed-lunches 

for the children. We will continue to 

help them during the year and if anyone 

wants more details please contact :-  

Colin and Margaret Watts  01844 

291661 
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The ever-popular Parish Supper will be held this year on Sat-

urday March 1st  at 7.00pm for 7.30 in the Bernard Hall. As 

always there is no charge, but donations are invited to cover 

the expenses of the food and wine and to send a contribution to 

our charity for the Evening, SAT-7 

Admission is by tickets which are obtainable from Myles and 

Caroline Saker (291825). 

Everyone is invited to enjoy a pleasant chat, good food and 

what promises to be a fascinating talk by Ruth Robinson who 

works for SAT-7, a Christian Satellite Television Charity. It is 

a unique and strategic ministry that uses satellite TV to reach 

into millions of homes across the Middle East and North 

Africa, helping to share the love and peace of Christ and to 

encourage Christians in their faith.   

The Gardening Club year started with a 

most enjoyable Social Evening in the playing 

field clubhouse. On arrival members were 

treated to a glass of Bucks Fizz and smoked 

salmon canapés which were followed by a 

slide presentation of last year’s Gardening 

Club events. A mouth watering finger buffet 

was served by the Committee and accompanied by an 

alphabetical general knowledge quiz. The evening was rounded 

off with witty poems read by James Frost from “Outside in my 

Dressing Gown” by Liz Cowley. To add to the atmosphere 

James asked members to imagine him in his dressing gown! 
 

The quiz was won by David and Lynne Rhodes, Simon and 

Jean Barker and Les Sheldon (see photograph below with 

Chairman Elsie). As you can see from the picture, such is the 

popularity of the Gardening Club that it attracts members from 

neighbouring villages such as Longwick, Shabbington and 

Upton. 

 

The next meeting (AGM) takes place on Monday 10th 

February at 7.30 pm. The AGM only takes 10 minutes and will 

be followed by a talk with slides on “The Gardens of Ascott 

House, near Wing” by Senior Gardener, Vaughan Woodcock. 

He will be describing the history and layout of the garden as 

well as emphasising some of the plants and the planting. He has 

also volunteered a Question and Answer session for those 

people who have general gardening queries. As well as what 

may be described as traditional gardening, Ascott House also 

has some surprises.    

 

We are always pleased to welcome new members and if you 

would like further information about the Gardening Club please 

contact Elsie Frost on 290768 or you can download an applica-

tion form from the village website. 

 

He may have died fighting in 

defence of Kut or on the terrible 

march.  We do know he lies far 

from home in the Basra Memo-

rial Cemetery in today’s war-

torn Iraq.  Meanwhile his 

cousin, Clarence, was gassed on 

the western front. 

 

The first use of poison gas was 

at Ypres in April 1915, when 

the Germans released chlorine.  

Eventually, in response, the 

British and French developed the box respirator, which 

became standard issue.  At the first signs of gas, whistles 

or rattles were sounded and masks were fitted as quickly 

as possible.  However, the charcoal only neutralised gas 

for 30 minutes.  Then the respirator had to be changed, 

which was a potentially fatal procedure. Later Clarence 

was captured and became a Prisoner of War.  He returned 

home safely. 

 

Frederick Cripps’ story is of particular interest to me.  

Sometime before 1911 his parents moved from Bridge-

way to 1, Great Stone Cottages, where John Piddington, 

Jane’s father, was head of house.  This is where I now 

live.  Moreover, the citation from King George V, sent to 

all bereaved families, is in my possession and is repro-

duced here. 

 

 Peter Wenham 

….a Foreign Field 
(Continued from page 1) 

Dear All and a Happy New Year! 

 

As many of you know Cuddington and Dinton School hold 

a ball every year. This year’s ball will take place on 

Saturday10th May on the Junior Site at Dinton . 

 

Tickets are now on sale and they cost £70.00 pp.  

 

If you would like one or two ticket or perhaps even a table 

of 10 you can email me at 

 larnott@bucksgfl.org.uk All we need at this time is a 

deposit of £30 pp.  

 

Thank you for  your much needed  support of our school. 

  

 Lesley Arnott and 

 The Blitz & Glitz Ball Committee.  



4 

Cuddington Youth 

Drama 

presents: 

Oliver! 
 

Thirty five youths from Cuddington and 

surrounding villages have been working 

hard for months now to bring you their 

ensemble production of Charles Dick-

ens' legendary story.  

 

The actors are sharing parts and playing 

several characters- singing and dancing 

to the classic songs ; "Food Glorious 

Food", "Where is Love? ","Pick a Pock-

et or Two", "I'd Do Anything", and 

more.  

 

The support team for costumes, back-

drops, lighting, sound, music, stage 

management and catering has been so 

wonderful- this production is not to be 

missed! 

 

Come enjoy sausage and mustard, 

mulled cider, and more, but watch out 

for the pick pockets... they strike when 

you're not looking! 

 

 Saturday is already sold out, so order 

tickets NOW from Rachel McLoughlin, 

on 07989 556 182. 

See you there!  

 

 

Performances: 
February 

Tuesday 18th at 7.00pm 

Wednesday 19th at 7.00pm 

Thursday 20th at 7.00pm 

Friday 21st at 7.00pm 

Saturday 22nd at 1.00pm and 5.30pm 

With Peggy and Nan Cattell bowing out from the Editorial team after 14 years it 
seemed appropriate to dig out that first edition and see what was happening all 
those years ago. 
 

And how amazing that the headline for the first edition of Village Voice was 
“Village collects top awards once again” – how many more times will we be say-
ing that in years to come about the Morris Cup for the Best Kept Village? 
 

Well, well, well! And there was an announcement that free Poop Scoops were 
available from the Village Shop! So it is with some shame on the village that we 
still have irresponsible dog owners in our midst, see page 7. 

 

It was in the first edition that Mrs Pam 
Talbot was welcomed as the recently ap-
pointed new Headteacher of the school 
and following on the educational theme it 
was reported that Nikki Odhams, Katie 
Sanderson and Honour Schram de Jong 
had all successfully gained  upper second 
class degrees from their respective uni-
versities. 
 

Helen Griffin won a nursery rhyme com-
petition at the WI, Susan Blumer and John 
Luckett had become the Veterans’ mixed 
doubles champions and there was a re-
port on the progress of the Millennium 
Bells appeal. 

 

It also seems that potholes were causing a 

problem. 

Déjà vu?    

 Ed. 

The A. G. M. followed the normal business of the December 

meeting.  Mary Turner, the Secretary, and the Treasurer Diane 

Picot gave their reports. The finances as well as all the activi-

ties during the year  had  been very satisfactory, and the Presi-

dent, Caroline Thompson, thanked Mary and Diane for their 

work and everyone for their support. She in turn was thanked 

by Jeanne Gordon for her leadership. A Christmas tea and the 

giving of presents brought the last meeting of the year to a close. 

Peggy Cattell was the speaker for the January meeting and her topic –Poetry of the 

1914-1918 War was a 

very appropriate one for 

the beginning of the year 

which is to commemo-

rate the start of the First 

World War. To illustrate 

her talk Peggy had cho-

sen poems mostly by 

Siegfried Sassoon and 

Wilfred Owen which 

were read by fellow 

members of the Insti-

tute. The poems de-

scribed the terrible con-

ditions of trench warfare, the ever present threat of death and the horrors of the 

fighting itself. Other poems expressed sadness at the death of comrades. The talk 

ended with poems looking at the situation after the war---the unhappy conditions of 

the maimed and the sadness felt by survivors as they remembered their lost com-

rades . The talk ended with Laurence Binyon’s words   “At the going down of the 

sun and in the morning we will remember them”   which are  still used to express 

the nation’s gratitude on ceremonial occasions. 

Caroline Thompson in her vote of thanks expressed everyone’s appreciation of the 

talk   

Siegfried Sassoon (left) and Wilfred Owen (right) 
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In addition to putting on our regular public events we are really pleased that the  

Village Picture House has been hired for two very different private functions.  

Aylesbury Vale Housing Trust hired the hall one afternoon before Christmas for a 

private showing of “Salmon Fishing in the Yemen” at which some 25 of their senior 

citizen residents not only enjoyed the film but had a mouth-watering cream tea  

supplied by Elaine Moore; a hugely successful afternoon! 
 

In the New Year our new facility was hired by a charity for a fund-raising event 

where the film “Monsoon Wedding” provided the highlight of an Indian-themed 

evening, with an amazing spread of curries being served to the attendees. 
 

And in between these two events we held another very successful Kid’s Club event 

when The Polar Express was put on just to get everyone off in the right mood for the 

Christmas holidays. Thanks and congratulations go to Karen Clayton and her helpers 

for arranging it all. 
 

So, if you have a special event in mind which includes the showing of a film of some 

kind then do get in touch with Markus at the Village Picture House: 

markusbolton@live.co.uk and also contact him if you wish to get our latest up-dates 

and information via the VPH Newsletter. 

Just three of the top films coming soon: 

Our full programme for the next few months is: 

 Rush    Thursday 6th February at 8.00pm 

 War Horse (NTLive)  Thursday 27th Feb –  sold out 

 Blue Jasmine   Thursday 6th March at 8.00pm 

 War Horse  (NTEncore) Thursday 13th March at 7.30pm 

 War Horse (NTEncore) Saturday 15th March at 5.00pm 

 Captain Phillips  Thursday 27th March at 8.00pm 

 Untouchable   Thursday 10th April at 8.00pm 

 King Lear (NTLive)  Thursday 1st May 7.00pm 

 The Curious incident of the Dog in the Night-time  

  (NT Live)  Friday 23rd May at 7.00pm 

 

We hope you will agree that this is a fantastic line up of great films and top quality 

theatre productions – and all in your village hall at very reasonable prices! If you 

wish to know a bit more about some of these productions then visit the Village 

Stores and read the blurb on display or go on line to the village website, 

www.cuddingtonvillage.com 

But please tell us if we have missed something, what you really want or if you would 

like a repeat showing. Either use Markus’s e-mail address above or drop a note for 

him C/o Cuddington Stores and John & Elaine will make sure he gets it. 

STOP PRESS 

Sport at the Picture House.  England vs. France 

4.30pm Saturday 1st Feb.  £4 adults.  Kids free.  Bar. 

England shirts optional.  

support Peggy enormously in the pull-

ing together and preparation of articles 

– so much was now being done via e-

mail that Peggy and Nan made a truly 

amazing team. The village is greatly 

indebted to them for their years of 

commitment, diligence, attention to 

detail as well as editorial wisdom and 

thought.  

 

Peggy and Nan have been murmuring 

about finding someone to take over for 

quite some time but it was only very 

recently that they approached Helen 

Keeping and asked her if she would 

become Editor. I am delighted that she 

has accepted and we welcome her to 

her new role with this her first edition! 

 

At a recent handover meeting Peggy 

and Nan said that they felt that they 

ought to write something by way of 

explaining the change and this is what  

they wrote: 

 

“We have enjoyed being part of the 

editorial team for Village Voice for the 

last 14 years but have decided it is time 

for a change. We are delighted that 

Helen Keeping has taken over the re-

sponsibility.” 

 

I think you will agree that this is a typi-

cally modest account of 14 years dur-

ing which they have contributed so 

very much to the village and we have 

all benefited greatly. Thank you Peggy 

and Nan! 

 Chris Blumer 

Changes at Village Voice 
(Continued from page 1) 

On Thursday 9th January, we held our 

first Nic Nacs after school club in the 

Bernard Hall. The children really en-

joyed finding out that God was not only 

our father and friend, but also a super-

hero, magician, knight, and even a 

builder! In case that wasn’t enough fun, 

we also played some crazy games, did 

some great crafts and sang “Our God 

is a Great Big God” – a firm favourite. 

The club is held every Thursday in term 

time straight after school until 4.30. It 

is currently open to all Year 1 & 2 

children from Cuddington & Dinton 

school, with Foundation age children 

joining us in the summer term. For 

more information please contact Sonia 

Storey on 291883 or 

sonia.storey1@btinternet.com 
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It was enormously gratifying that, after so many months 

of disruption during which huge efforts were put into 

rebuilding the Junior site in Dinton following the fire, the 

school has been rewarded by being in receipt of an 

Aylesbury Vale District Council Design Award. 

The Design Awards plaque for outstanding design 2013 

was presented at 

an awards even-

ing in Aylesbury 

at the end of 

November and 

was attended by 

Headteacher Mrs 

Kim Price, 

Deputy Headteacher Mr Matt Tomson and Governors Mr 

Simon Shaw and Mr Roger Pratap. 

 

In writing to parents and staff, Richard Winnicott, Chair 

of Governors, said “Winning this award is recognition of 

the vision, creativity, determination and sheer hard work 

involved in the redevelopment of the Junior Site in 

Dinton after the fire. The rebuild project was an excep-

tional team effort involving the whole school community; 

governors, staff, pupils and parents. It is impossible to 

thank everyone individually for their contribution. None-

theless, special recognition must go to: Mr Shaw for his 

original concept and design, Mr Pratap for his tireless 

project management and Mrs Price for leading the staff 

and pupils with skill, boundless energy and good 

humour. 

 

The Governors of the school are extremely proud of the 

achievement and would like to thank everyone who has 

supported the school thus far and look forward to your 

continued support in the future.” 

 

Residents of Cuddington can now, if not before, be very 

heartened that the months of having the whole school 

doubled up here in the village were not in vain and the 

school has a Junior department to be really proud of!! 

The overall temperature for November was 6.0 deg C, about a 
degree colder than average; it was our coldest November since 
2010 (5.2 deg C).  
December’s overall temperature was also 6.0 deg C, nearly two 
degrees above average; it was our warmest December since 2006 
(6.2 deg C).  
December was wetter than average, but not exceptionally so, de-
spite the atrocious conditions experienced by others around the 
country.  
  
Daytime maximum air temperatures in November and December 
averaged 9.1 deg C (48F) and 9.3 deg C (49F) respectively; their 
respective  
15 year averages are 10.2 deg C (50F) and 7.2 deg C (45F). Night 
time air minimum temperatures averaged 2.9 deg Celsius (37F) 
and 2.8 deg C (37F)  
respectively; their respective long term averages are 3.9 deg C 
(39F) and 1.4 deg C (35F).  
  
The actual highest day time air maxima, for November and De-
cember, occurred on the 6th (14.0 deg C, 57F) and 16th 
(13.1 deg C, 55F) respectively. The actual lowest day time air 
maxima occurred on the 19th (5.6 deg C, 42F) and 11th (5.8 deg 
C, 42F), respectively.  
  
The actual highest night time air minima occurred on the 1st (9.6 
deg C, 49F) and 16th (9.9 deg C, 50F), respectively. The lowest 
night time air minima  
for the two months occurred on the 26th (minus 3.5 deg C, 26F) 
and 5th (minus 1.8 deg C, 29F) respectively. The lowest tempera-
ture just above the  
grass tips was minus 7.1 deg C (19F) on 26th November and mi-
nus 7.0 deg C (19F) on December 29th.  
  
November's bright sunshine was close to average, receiving a total 
of 67.22 hours of bright sunshine; the long term average is 70.7 
hours. December's  
was nearly 20% above average with a total of 64.33 hours - the 
average is 53.8 hours. 
  
Total rainfall for November amounted to 52.4 mm (2.06in); the 15 
year average is 65.2 mm (2.57in). December’s total was 87.6 mm 
(3.45in); the average 
 is 62.3mm (2.45in). There was one significant fall of rain over the 
24 hour period (23rd – 24th December) when just over one inch of 
rain fell (25.6mm).  
Cuddington’s total rainfall for 2013 amounted to 596.0 mm 
(23.47in); the long term average is 669.1 mm (26.34in). The two 
previous years, 2012 received  
868.6 mm (34.20in), our wettest in over 150 years, and 2011 re-
ceived a minimal 494.4 mm (19.46in). 
  
The year as a whole was one of our coldest in recent years with an 
overall temperature of 9.8 deg C (50F); the long term average is 
10.3 deg C (51F).  
However, 2010 was colder at 9.2 deg C (49F).   
 Sean Clarke  
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“Ring out, wild bells, to the wild sky…….. 

Ring out the old, ring in the new” 

 

 Lord Alfred Tennyson 

HS2 
I recently attended a 

seminar, on behalf of 

Cuddington Parish 

Council, which was to 

inform AVDC Parishes 

about developments, and 

how they can have issues 

concerning them taken 

into consideration by Par-

liament during the Com-

mittee Stage of the Hybrid Bill. Our 

main objections to the HS2 project are 

in part, the fact that we have nothing to 

gain from it: it won't be stopping near 

us, but we will have to cope with its 

construction, the damage to our coun-

tryside and the noise. This is why all of 

the Bucks councils are opposed to it. 

The parishes represented at the seminar 

were concerned about: 

* Effects on property. 

* Noise, dirt and vehicle movements 

during construction. 

* Damage to landscape and wildlife. 

Inevitably, one of the very few pieces of 

ancient woodland in AVDC that is rec-

ognised for rare bats and butterflies 

lies right adjacent to the place where 

the HS2 and the new East-West lines 

(Continued on page 8) 

Much has been written in the press recently about the 

number of people in this country who don’t have enough 

to eat, and the food banks that are trying to help them.  

Even in our own relatively wealthy county of Buckingham-

shire there are people – particularly children – who are 

going to bed hungry each night. 

 

Churchgoers at St Nicholas are already doing their bit to 

help this appalling situation by bringing non-perishable 

foodstuffs to church on the first Sunday of each month.  This in turn is taken to the 

Vineyard Storehouse in Aylesbury, which is a Christian charity helping those in 

need. 

 

Now John and Elaine in Cuddington Stores have kindly agreed to have a box in the 

shop where all those who wish to do so can put their contributions.  These in turn 

will also be taken to the Vineyard Storehouse each month.  The box has only been in 

use for a week or so, and already is nearly full, which is excellent news. 

 

This will be an on-going project.  Thank you to all those who have already contrib-

uted, and we hope you will continue to do so.  For those who don’t know about the 

box, please give it some positive thought.   

I am sad to report that in recent weeks 

a dog owner has been allowing their 

dog to foul the tennis courts. 

 

The owner must be aware that this is 

happening, and should it be by any 

chance accidental there are bags and 

bins situated on the Playing Fields for 

clearing up the mess.   

 

The Tennis Club members are very 

concerned about this extremely anti-

social attitude by the owner who al-

lows this to happen on the courts, par-

ticularly as the courts are used to 

coach young children.  We would ap-

preciate it if whoever is responsible 

could keep their dog under control in 

future. 

 

Charles Sanderson 

Chairman, Cuddington Tennis Club 

To ensure that you get your event shown in Dates for your Diary, please send 

the information to chrisblumer@blumer.co.uk or phone me on 290647.  

February 

Wednesday 5th 7.30pm   Parish Council Meeting 

Thursday 6th 8.00pm  Rush – Village Picture House 

Monday 10th 7.30pm  Gardening Club AGM and talk – “The Gardens 

     of Ascott House” 

Tuesday 11th 2.30pm  A Passion for Pearls continued, Mrs Frances Benton 

Tuesday 18th  

 - Saturday 22nd  Oliver! by CYD – (see page 4 for full details) 

Thursday 27th 7.00pm War Horse – NTLive, sold out 

 

March 

Saturday 1st 7.00pm  Parish Supper – (see page 3) 

Wednesday 5th 7.30pm   Parish Council Meeting 

Thursday 6th 8.00pm  Blue Jasmine – Village Picture House 

Monday	10th	7.30pm	 Gardening	Club	–	“Garden	Flowers	of	Alaska	and	

	 	 	 	 	 America’s	North	Paci&ic	Coast”	
Tuesday 11th 2.30pm  The History of Juggling and other Manipulative 

     Miscellania, Nigel Roder 

Thursday 13th 7.30pm  War Horse – NTEncore at Village Picture House 

Saturday 15th 5.00pm  War Horse – NTEncore at Village Picture House 

Monday 17th 2.30pm  Gardening Club - Daffodils at Hartwell House 

Thursday 27th 8.00pm Captain Phillips – Village Picture House 
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We begin 2014 with a big 

welcome to six new 

pupils, two of whom are 

here on the Infant site in 

Cuddington. 

 

We are always proud to be 

able to support, in however small a way, outside causes and our 

activities as part of Christmas celebrations enabled us to raise 

£170 for our local Florence Nightingale Hospice, and the Junior 

Carol concert raised £155 for the Dinton Church Flush Fund.  

 

I have mentioned before we are taking each of the school’s six 

values in turn for half a term in order to explore their meanings 

and relevances to us in the school. This half term we will be 

focusing on ‘Resilience’ and have taken a verse from Joshua, 1:9, 

to study as part of our focus: ‘Be strong and courageous. Do not 

be frightened and do not be dismayed, for the Lord God is with 

you wherever you go’. We would love to hear from you if you 

have a particular favourite relevant passage you would like us to 

share with the children and staff. 

 

And a reminder that our Family Assemblies at St Nicholas this 

term are on Tuesday 28th January and Tuesday 13th March at 

9.00am and we are always delighted to welcome parishioners to 

those services. 

 

We are very pleased to welcome Mrs Liz Pratt who has joined us 

on the Infant Site as School Administrator; Mrs Pratt took over 

from Lisa Luff towards the end of last term and we wish her well 

in her role with us in Cuddington. 

 

And finally you may have read already elsewhere in Village 

Voice about our Design Award and I repeat that we continue to be 

eternally grateful for everyone's forbearance during the rebuild 

process—so thank you for your contributions!  

 Mrs Kim Price 

from Oxford to Milton Keynes will cross.  

However, as far as Cuddington is con-

cerned, it seems we will not be directly af-

fected in any major way. For Waddesdon, 

Hartwell and places on our side of Ayles-

bury, the situation is more alarming. 

 

Building in green belt 

Concerned at the rate at which countryside was being con-

creted over, Parliament passed The Town and Country 

Planning Act 1947 setting aside areas around cities which 

could not have new urban development on them, in order 

to prevent mega-cities, as has happened in other countries. 

The intention was to leave accessible countryside and 

green spaces for people to escape to, and to prevent the 

disappearance of the South-East, in particular, under con-

crete.  

It took many years of campaigning to achieve our Green 

Belt, and it is a tragedy, in my opinion, that this govern-

ment has chosen to loosen up planning in these areas for 

short term gain: the results of unbridled development are 

to be seen all over the World, and it is ugly, and very far 

from a cure for society's ills. Inevitably, parish councils 

are beginning to receive applications for new develop-

ments on land that has never been developed, and the 

pressure will surely increase as people try to cash in.  

Coincidentally, Cuddington PC has received an applica-

tion from the owner of 'the Tractor Field', below Frog 

Lane, to turn the old wychert barn into a dwelling. Your 

Parish Council is against this application and has regis-

tered its opposition on the grounds that it is outside the 

actual village, on agricultural land. The applicant is pro-

posing to keep cattle in the field, thus preserving its agri-

cultural use, but your Council is afraid that the dwelling 

would open the door to further change of use at some time 

in the future and sees no benefit for the village in the pro-

posal. There is also a group of people who are cooperating 

in opposition to the application. 

The field and barn have been quite neglected in recent 

years and keeping the footpath that crosses it open has 

become a job for the Footpaths Working Group, whilst 

villagers have had to get used to the various materials and 

trailers that are stored there, some of which seem to be in 

preparation for building. The owner's background is with-

in the village, so it is to be hoped that a constructive solu-

tion can be found. 

  Doug Kennedy 
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Services at St. Nicholas 
(Churchwardens: David Benson 01296 433757 and Graham Carr 290000)  

February 
 

2nd 10.00 am   HOLY COMMUNION 
  A modern Communion Service with hymns. The  
  children go to “Sunday Special” for part of the  
  service 
 

9th 10.00 am   FAMILY SERVICE  
  A service for all ages, including lively hymns, with  
  the involvement of young musicians and 
  occasional drama. 
 

16th 10.00 am   HOLY COMMUNION 
   A less formal modern Communion Service with  
  hymns. The children go to Sunday Special for part 
  of the Service  
    
23rd 10.00 am MORNING WORSHIP 
     A service of worship and the word, with a mixture  
  of traditional and modern hymns. The children go  
  straight to Chattabox and the Grid in the Bernard  
  Hall at 9.50 a.m.  
  

 11.15 am   HOLY COMMUNION 
  A communion service with hymns, according to  
  the Book of Common Prayer. 
 

There is a service at 5.30 pm every Sunday evening at 
Cuddington Methodist Chapel. 


