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December/ 
January 
2013/14 

 
VOLUME SIXTEEN 

Carols by Candlelight 
in St. Nicholas Church 

at 7p.m. on Christmas Eve 

Everyone is invited to come and 

join in this popular traditional 

event 

Worship Christ,  
the new-born King      

Other Special Events 
Sunshine Club’s Bring and Buy at Tyringham Hall  Thursday 5th at 2.30 p.m. (see page 3) 

Sunshine Club’s Christmas Dinner in the Bernard Hall   Monday 9th    12.30 for 1.00 p.m. 

School’s Christmas Production in Church, Tuesday 10th at 1.30p.m. and Wednesday11th at 10am 

Concert in St Nicholas  Friday December 13th at 7.30 p.m.. (see page 8) 

Special Christmas Bingo in Clubhouse, Saturday 14th   at 8 p.m. (see page 8) 

Christmas in the Club, Monday 16th   at 7 p.m.   (see page 9) 

Carols Round the Village 
Wednesday,  December 18th   

You are invited to join in the Carol Singing, 

which will start at 6.30 p.m. round the Christmas 

Tree  on the Village Green and will end with 

refreshments at Tyringham Hall by kind 

invitation of  Sherry Scott  

“Joy to the World” 
On Sunday 15th December at 5.30 pm 

Carols in Cuddington Methodist Church 

See page 5 

Christmas Services in St Nicholas 
Christingle Service, Sunday 1st  3.00 p.m. (see page 8) 

Family Gift Service, Sunday 8th 10 a.m. 

Christmas Eve Carol Service, Tuesday 24th 7.00 p.m. 

Christmas Communion Service, Christmas Day 8.00 a.m. 

Family Carol Service, Christmas Day 10.00 a.m. 

Be the first to hear! Please sign up as requested at the end of the article on page 3 to get immediate information about  

The Village Picture House’s next showings – email Markus on  markusbolton@live.co.uk 

mailto:markusbolton@live.co.uk
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 Thought for the Month 

The Revd. Margot Hodson writes 
 
Why do we have a Christmas tree at Christmas? For centuries, people have decorated their 

homes with evergreens such as Holly, Ivy and Mistletoe and these decorations go back 

before Christianity came to Britain. They symbolise life in the middle of the dark winter 

and as Christianity grew, so the meaning developed to point to the new life a person can 

have in Christ. The Christmas tree itself started in Germany. There is a legend that Martin 

Luther may have been the first person to put candles on the tree. Walking home one night 

through the forest, he saw the trees lit up by stars. This reminded him of the light of Christ in our lives. He went home 

and put lights on his Christmas tree so that it too could point to the new born Jesus. In Britain evergreens remained the 

main natural decoration until the middle of the nineteenth century when Queen Victoria popularised Christmas trees. 

By the twentieth century the Christmas tree had become a focal point of Christmas decorations, often with a star on 

top, as a reminder of the Star of Bethlehem, or an angel as a reminder of the Angel Gabriel who announced to Mary 

and Joseph that Jesus was to be born.  

 

So how about today? Decorating the Christmas Tree is a wonderful thing to do together as a family. As you decorate 

and enjoy your Christmas tree this year, let it remind you of the birth of Jesus who came to earth to bring light to the 

world. He offers his light to each one of us this Christmas. You may like to put a star or an angel on top of your tree to 

point to the light of Christ.  

 

There are many wonderful Christmas services in St Nicholas’ Church this month, from the Christingle service near the 

start of the month to our wonderful Christmas Eve Carol Service and Christmas Day services. There will also be many 

other Christmas events, lunches, school plays and carol singing around the village. For some it can be a lonely time and 

I hope that everyone in the village will have a warm invitation to share Christmas with others. 

 

As you decorate your Christmas tree in anticipation of all the festivities to come, I hope you might pause and give 

thanks for the Light of Christ. 
 

A version of this thought for the month can also be found in Go Local Magazine 

 

The Poppy collections in Cuddington this year are as follows: 

 

 House to house collections         :      £553.37 
 

 Cuddington and Dinton School  :      £  96.92 
 

 Collection  from 

 The St. Nicholas Remembrance Service :      £139.93 
 

 New altar  poppies bought by PCC                :  £  24.00 
   

 Donation from Cuddington 

 Parish Council            :      £  55.00 
 

bringing the total amount donated by Cuddington to the Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal this year to £869.22.   The 

amount collected includes donations towards the Parish Council wreaths and the new Altar Poppies for St. Nicholas Church.   
 

The total amount of money collected is not as high as in previous years,  but in the present difficult  economic climate this is 

still a good result for Cuddington and is very much appreciated not only by all who work on behalf of the British Legion, but 

also by all those who have benefited from the Legion’s help throughout the years gone by and today with so many of our 

young service men and women being severely injured and traumatised.  There are also many families who have lost fathers, 

sons and daughters and who need not just medical help but also moral and financial support. 
 

I would like to say a big thank you not only to all our Poppy collectors but also to those of you who have given generously to 

this very worthy cause. 
 

If you would like to know more about the Legion’s work or would like to help with the house to house collections next year,  

please get in touch with me on  291501.    

  With my thanks and very best wishes,        Jennifer Schram de Jong 
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Cuddington Calendars 
 

This year we are delighted to have 12 of Caroline 

Stonham’s beautiful watercolours printed into a vil-

lage calendar.  

 

These are exclusively avail-

able in the village shop 

now and priced at just £5. 

The Village Picture House has now been running for over two months and we have a great programme arranged to take us into 

next year which has taken into account some of your very helpful feedback. And it is…… 
 

 A Late Quartet    Thursday 12th December at 8.00pm 

 It's a Wonderful Life   Thursday 19th December at 8.00pm 

 The Polar Express   Friday 20th December at 2.00pm 

 Breakfast at Tiffany's  Thursday 16thJanuary 2014 at 8.00pm 

 Coriolanus (NTLive)   Thursday 30thJanuary at 7.00pm 

 Rush     Thursday 6th February at 8.00pm 

 War Horse (NTLive)   Thursday 27th Feb – already sold out 

 War Horse (NTEncore)  Thursday 13th March at 7.30pm 

     War Horse (NTEncore)  Saturday 15th March at 5.00pm 

 

A Late Quartet is a heartfelt story revolving around a classical string quartet in chaos after 25 years of success whilst It’s a 

Wonderful Life is a Christmas fantasy where an angel has been sent to earth in order to earn his wings! 
 

The Polar Express is being put on by our Kids Cinema group and should be a great way to get the children off to a flying start 

for the Christmas holidays! 
 

The success of both Othello and Hamlet from National Theatre Live should mean that we are in for another theatrical tour de 

force with Coriolanus at the end of January. After that we are showing Rush, the exhilarating true story of two of the greatest 

rivals the world has ever witnessed, Hunt and Lauda, and tells of their gripping battles on and off the race track – not for faint 

hearts, but one not to miss either! 
 

Breakfast at Tiffany’s was one of the top three in our survey last month so is being shown by popular demand - book early to 

avoid disappointment for this classic favourite! 
 

Our National Theatre Live showing of War Horse on the 27th February is already sold out but we are delighted to be able to put 

on two Encore showings of it on Thursday 13th and Saturday 15th March, so no need to feel you have missed out on the stunning 

production based on Michael Morpurgo’s novel. Please note that the only difference between a “Live” and an “Encore” produc-

tion is that the former really is as it happens, live, (why we are totally tied into the published times!) and that the latter is simply 

a recording of the live show. 
 

And finally for now Blue Jasmine is due to be coming in early Spring – so watch out for the details nearer the time! 

 

We encourage you to read the fuller descriptions of these productions either on line on the village website – 

www.cuddingtonvillage.com – or as displayed on the notice sheet in the Village Stores. Not everyone will necessarily find every 

film to their taste – we are, after all, trying to put on a wide range of showings. 

It is still early days for the Village Picture House and although Village Voice and the website provide invaluable channels for 

publicity we are looking at producing a regular newsletter which we would like to send out electronically. So, to receive regular 

information on Village Picture House showings, please send an email addressed with the subject of “Picture House” to 

markusbolton@live.co.uk. We will then send details of all of our future presentations via a newsletter to anyone who signs up. 

Bring & Buy Sale 
 

All are welcome at our Sunshine Club 
Bring & Buy at Tyringham Hall on 
Thursday 5th December at 2.30pm – 
there will be bargains galore, raffle and 
refreshments.  Please come - proceeds 

will go towards our club Christmas party.  
 

Our Recycling Appeal continues; turn unwanted mobile 
phones and used ink cartridges into funds for our Club. 
These can be left at the Village Shop – a big thank you to 
John and Elaine and to everybody who is already support-
ing us.  

http://www.cuddingtonvillage.com
mailto:markusbolton@live.co.uk


4 

Ann Severn returned to the Society on the 

evening of November 19th to speak about 

Charles Dickens. In his novels he exposed 

the deplorable social conditions in Victori-

an England. He contributed substantially to 

the gradual reforming movement of the 

time by highlighting the plight of the poor 

children in factories, prisons, work houses 

and schools. Dickens possessed a sharp 

journalist eye, created characters who reso-

nated with his wide readership and awak-

ened consciences.   
 

Sadly this was the last meeting of the Society after nearly a quarter 

of a century of historical activity we lack a secretary, a speaker 

secretary and a chairman. Anyone who would like to fill one of 

these gaps is invited to contact either Tony Digby, Amanda Carroll, 

Maryon Pates or Jeane Oke as soon as possible.  
 

Finally at the meeting warm thanks were extended to all the speak-

ers, committee stalwarts and supportive members past and present. 

The clubhouse has provided a congenial meeting place and succes-

sive fete committees have made generous grants.  

  Peter Wenham 

Charles Dickens  circa 

1860 

Certainly there were some 

noisy fireworks over the play-

ing field on the evening of 

Saturday October 26th, but 

most of them were beautiful to 

look at with their ever-

changing intricate designs and 

lovely colours. 
 

This was an evening which 

provided something for everybody of all ages: plenty to eat and drink, 

and prizes for innumerable competitions. Two of these prize winners 

deserve mention: Philip Trew, one of the youngest there gained the 

prize for being dressed as a pumpkin, and Tommy  Healy’s was the 

largest pumpkin (which he proudly said he had grown himself). 
 

Although numbers were somewhat down on previous years, expenses 

were all covered, and for everyone there it was a very happy occa-

sion. “ The best ever” was  heard to be said. 
 

Jennifer Schram de Jong and her large band of indefatigable helpers 

are to be congratulated for all their tireless work which certainly 

made the evening go with a bang! 
 

Two young enthusiasts wrote to Village Voice as follows: , 
 

I came to the Cuddington Fireworks party with my friend Grace and 

my Mummy and Daddy. We had a lovely time and the fireworks  were 

lovely and the bangs were not too loud. The  BBQ was very good and 

I had two sausages. 

Amelia Schram de Jong 
 

 

I think that the firework display on the Cuddington Playing Fields 

this year was amazing. The fireworks were huge, colourful and high 

above our heads.  The brilliant display went on for a long time and 

my brother and I enjoyed it very much.  We had hot dogs from the 

BBQ  and they tasted really good.  

Finley Spencer   

The arresting title of Tony Eaton’s recent presentation 

to the History Society set the scene for compelling 

stories of Amy Johnson and Leslie Howard. 
 

Amy Johnson’s pioneering flights 

were vividly described.  Tragically 

during World War II she parachuted 

into the icy waters of the Thames 

estuary after a disastrous flight to 

deliver a new aircraft to its air base. 
 

Following her death by drowning, 

many conspiracy theories emerged 

including the suggestion that she was 

on a spying mission and was shot down by German 

fire.  However, Tony’s judgement was that her death 

was a result of a series of miscalculations on her part, 

the severe weather conditions and planes straight 

from the factory did not have a radio. 

 

Tony then considered his second 

subject – the highly successful 

actor, Leslie Howard, who was 

killed when the BOAC passenger 

plane, on which he was travelling 

from Lisbon to Bristol, was shot 

down by German fire.  Leslie 

Howard’s career had been highly 

successful.  He had starred in 

numerous films including “Gone 

With the Wind” and had made a series of propaganda 

films for the British government including “Pimpernel 

Smith” and “Fire Over England”. 
 

Our speaker suggested some possible reasons why his 

passenger plane was deliberately shot down by six 

German Junkers in 1943.   

 

The target may well have been Howard as his screen 

presence was being increasingly exploited for propa-

ganda purposes.   

 

Moreover, there is some evidence to suggest that he 

was a British Intelligence agent on a mission to meet 

General Franco.  The passenger list of the fated 

BOAC also included a high profile promoter of the 

Jewish cause, who might have been the target.  Anoth-

er theory suggests that the Germans believed Winston 

Churchill, who had been in the area at this time, was 

a passenger on the BOAC.  The records of this inci-

dent have been suppressed and will not be released 

until 2028.  Tony regards this official reluctance as 

highly suspicious.  He suggested that the secrecy may 

be to protect Churchill’s reputation.  It is alleged by 

some that the imminent attack on the BOAC was 

known in advance by the British Government from the 

code-breakers at Bletchley station.  Preventative 

measures were not taken because the Germans would 

then have realised that their codes had been deci-

phered. 
 

Tony Eaton’s talk was greatly enjoyed by the 28 mem-

bers who attended on the first really cold autumn 

evening. 
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The war memorial in Cuddington’s churchyard proclaims, “To the Glorious Memory of Those 

from this Parish who Fell in the Great War”.  Fourteen names are engraved here – and behind 

the names lie the personal stories of these men who lived in our village one hundred years ago. 
 

Nine of the men were private soldiers and four were corporals, including Arthur Welford.  

Most were enlisted in the Oxford and Bucks Light Infantry.  However, the Vine brothers both 

died at sea – Clive in “HMS Invincible” in 1916 and Frederick, who served in the Royal Army 

Medical Corps in 1918 when his ship was torpedoed in the English Channel.  They were the sons of their heartbroken  parents, 

the  Vines,who had retired to Cuddington from London. 
 

The youngest casualty was Fred Orchard aged 19, while George Tomes was the oldest at 35.  Two 

sets of cousins died, Wilfred and Walter Webb and Sidney and Reginald Frost.  At least six of the 

fallen worked on farms around Cuddington before serving, which reveals the agricultural nature of 

the village at this time.  Two casualties were the sons of shopkeepers – William Horsler and Arthur 

Munday.  It is poignant that both shops were located opposite each other in Upper Church Street. 
 

Three of the dead were married, one of whom, George Tomes, who had lived with his wife, Flor-

ence, in Lower Green, sadly contracted pneumonia while in hospital in France and died in October 

1919 and is buried in Tincourt cemetery on the Somme.  Eight other men were victims of trench 

warfare on the western front and were buried in Belgium or France.  Four men on the memorial lie 

very far from home.  George Badrick and William Ewers are both in the same cemetery in Greece, 

while Frederick Cripps and Sidney Frost are buried in Iraq in cemeteries in Basra and Baghdad. 
 

However, there are five other men from the village who fell whose names do not appear on the war memorial but are inscribed 

on the Roll of Honour in the Church.  There are three Watsons – Fred Watson, Gunner P.Watson of the Royal Artillery and 

A.Watson of the Royal Marines – Reginald Nicholson and L.P.Weedon.  Little about their lives and deaths is known and any-

one who has information about them, and any other men involved in the war, is warmly invited to let us know.  
 

In 2014, to mark the centenary of the outbreak of World War I, Village Voice will carry a series of short pieces telling the sto-

ries of some of the fallen and a few of the eighty men who returned safely to Cuddington.  As we have seen, the war had a pro-

found effect on our village.  In 1914 it is estimated that the population of Cuddington  was approximately 500.  There were ap-

proximately 150 men of military age.  Well over half of these served in the war. 
 

Peter Wenham 

On Saturday, November 23rd  the Bernard 

Hall was transformed:  decorations and the 

sound of carols provided a welcome to this 

year’s Christmas Fayre. Father Christmas 

sitting benignly on the stage beside a beauti-

fully lit Christmas tree was the target for 

small children, while older ones along with 

their parents crowded round the toy stall.  
 

A variety of other stalls provided something 

to interest everyone, and all, customers and 

stallholders alike, were pleased to take time 

off for a very welcome cup of tea and a slice 

of delicious homemade cake.   
 

It was not only the stallholders who benefitted from the generous buying 

but competitions, raffles and sale of Christmas cards and other goods con-

tributed to the funds of charities. These charities in this country and in 

different parts of Africa are 

all supported by members 

of our community. 
 

Congratulations and thanks 

are due to Rosemary Brad-

bury and her helpers for 

once again organising and 

running such a pleasant 

and profitable afternoon.    

 Joy to the 
World  

Enjoy singing carols? Join us as we sing fa-

vourite carols interspersed with items that share 

the Christmas Message in words and music. At 

the same time in conjunction with Premier Ra-

dio’s “Feed the Hungry” initiative, help us to 

collect food for people in need in our area. Food 

bags will be received at the service and taken to 

local Food Banks. Help us to bless others this 

Christmas. 

 

PLACE:- Cuddington Methodist Church.  

DATE:- 22nd December.       

TIME:- 5.30pm preceded by Festive refresh-

ments at 4.30pm.  

 

Special Bags containing a list of suggested food 

will be provided if required. To obtain these - 

Contact Margaret Watts @ 01844291661 
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School News 
Half term already seems a long time ago and we are now approaching that 

hectic build up to Christmas and all that entails. We are gearing up for our 

Infants’ Christmas production here in Cuddington and the Juniors are pre-

paring for their Carol service in Dinton church. 
 

Years 1 and 2 had a visit to Warwick 

Castle recently and this is what Sophie 

and Amelia of Year 2 wrote about it: 

On Wednesday 6th November year 1 and 

2 went to Warwick Castle. We saw mod-

els of Henry VIII and his 6 wives, a video 

of fighting and jousting. The best part 

was seeing the peacocks, vulture and 

other birds of prey.  The jousting armour was very hard and the pretend 

crown looked quite dirty.  We all had a fantastic day. 
 

Having had “love” as the school value to focus on in the first half of term, 

this half term we will be looking at Trust. The Bible verse we will refer to 

in school is: ‘The Lord is my strength and my shield; my heart trusts in 

him, and I am helped. My heart leaps for joy and I will give thanks to him’ 

Psalm 28:7. 
 

Our PTA, Friends for CADS, continues to do tremendous fund-raising in 

order to give the school some of those really good to have extras. They 

have recently provided funds to enable us to get new computers for the 

Junior site and extra iPads for the Infants. We really are most grateful to 

all our parents and staff who do so much to make all of this possible. 
 

We have two Family Services planned  in St Nicholas’ Church  for  next 

term, Tuesday 28th January and Tuesday 18th March both at 9am, and we 

would love to see any parishioners come who would like to. 
 

And finally on behalf of all of us at the school I wish you all a very Happy 

Christmas! 

Mrs Kim Price 

A late cancellation by the advertised speaker for our November Meeting 
necessitated a hasty search in the W.I.’s list of speakers. The result of this 
search was a fortunate one as Mr. Chris Long, a member of the  Education 
Group of the Royal Life Boat Association gave us a fascinating talk on that 
Association. He recounted the history of the RLBA from its beginnings 
in1834, when a group of volunteers went out in a rowing boat to answer a 
distress call. Now the vessels used are fitted with the most elaborate tech-
nical devices, and stations are situated all round the coast and one boat is 
also at hand to answer any distress calls from the Thames in London. 
 

Mr. Long told us that one thing which has not changed from the beginning 
of their work is that no Government grant has ever been given to the Asso-
ciation, and now as in 1834 crew members are unpaid volunteers with one 
exception: each boat has a full time paid engineer whose job it is to make 
sure that the boat is always ready for action. The volunteers come from 
every walk of life. They have a fortnight’s rigorous training and then are 
ready to become a member of a team.  
 

We were also given a description of the type of people who need the Association’s help. There are those, often women and chil-
dren, who get caught by an incoming tide on a deserted beach, while others have been foolhardy enough to take to sea without 
understanding the weather conditions or the workings of their boat. A third group is made up of fishermen and sailors who have 
been overwhelmed by tempestuous seas, such as those Mr. Long showed us in his photographs. 
 

We had a fascinating talk but unfortunately as this was Mr. Long’s first visit to a W.I. meeting he had not realised how long he 
had to speak and his talk overran and there was no time for questions. However it was a most interesting talk as Dorothy  Wood-
ford expressed in her vote of thanks. 
 

During tea members gave in nominations for next year’s committee. Voting, if necessary,  will take place in the December 
meeting. 

Cuddington’s Weather: October 2013 
 

October was a mild month with the overall tem-

perature for the month being 12.2 deg C (54F) 

the average being 10.8 deg C (51F). It was our 

warmest October since 2011 at 12.8 deg C 

(55F). Despite these mild conditions it was a 

wet and dull month.   
 

Daytime maximum air temperature in October 

averaged 15.6 (60F), the long term average is 

14.7 deg C (59F). Night time air minimum tem-

perature averaged 8.8 deg Celsius (48F), the 

long term average is 6.9 deg C (44F). The actu-

al highest and lowest day time air maxima oc-

curred on 2nd (19.7 deg C, 67F) and 13th (10.5 

deg C, 51F) respectively. The actual highest 

and lowest night time air minima occurred on 

the 4th (15.0 deg C, 59F) and 30th (2.0 deg C, 

36F) respectively. The lowest temperature just 

above the grass tips occurred at this time 

(minus 1.9 deg C, 29F), our one and only 

ground frost. 
 

Overall, sunshine in October was well below 

average; 77.93 hours of bright sunshine was 

recorded - the long term average is 111 hours.    
 

October was a wet month, receiving a total 

amount of 94.9 mm (3.74in), well above the 

long term average of 72.8 mm (2.87in). Howev-

er, it was not quite as wet as October last year 

when 103.7 mm (4.08in) fell. 
 

Sky Notes:  

December is the time for the an-

nual Geminid meteors which is 

usually the best meteor ‘shower’ 

of the year; they are so called 

because they appear to emanate 

from the constellation of Gemini. Unfortunately, 

this year, moonlight will brighten the sky, pre-

venting all but the brightest meteors to be ob-

served. The meteors will reach their peak activi-

ty over the night of 13th/14th December but I 

recommend that you set your alarm clock for 5 

am on the morning of the 14th when the moon 

has just set and the sky will become dark until 

the start of twilight over an hour later. You 

should look high up in a westerly direction; the 

brilliant planet Jupiter marks the approximate 

position in the sky where these meteors will 

appear to emanate from. The Geminids are well 

known for their brilliant fireballs. Let’s hope for 

a clear sky. 

Sean Clarke 
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 Christmas Eve  8am – 4pm 

 Christmas Day CLOSED 

 Boxing Day  CLOSED 

 27 – 30 December Our normal trading hours 

 New Year’s Eve 8am – 4pm 

 New Year’s Day 9am – 11am 
 
 

Post Office opening hours are yet to be announced. 
 

Boxing Day will be the first Bank Holiday we have closed since we took over the running of your shop nearly two years ago. 

We have made this decision based on the level of business last Boxing Day and also the desire to be with our grandchildren for 

their first Christmas. We apologise for the inconvenience to the few people this may affect. 

For those who have newspaper subscriptions, we invite you to collect your vouchers for Boxing Day from the shop, so that you 

can obtain your news elsewhere if you wish. 
 

Bakery Bread Ordering - As last year, we will be taking orders for your Cottage Bakery bread requirements for collection on 

Christmas Eve. The last day for ordering your Christmas Eve bread is Sunday 22 December. NB The Cottage Bakery will be 

closed between Christmas Eve and Jan 2nd 2014. 
 

Made by Me x products - Elaine has already started getting enquiries regarding her food for the Christmas period. Any orders 

you require must be placed by close of business on Sunday 8th December and no amendments to those orders, once placed, can 

be made. Please speak to Elaine about any enquiries or email her at madebyme.me@aol.com. 

Also, there will be no fresh pies made for shop stock between the Christmas and New Year holidays but there may, however, be 

her frozen pies available. 
 

We’d like to take this opportunity to thank you for all your support and to wish you a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New 

Year! 

John & Elaine Moore 

Cuddington Youth 

Drama are delighted 

to announce their 

production of the 

stage musical 

“Oliver!” in the Ber-

nard Hall in February 

2014. 
 

This is the well-known musical version of the 

classic novel by Charles Dickens, with songs 

like Food, Glorious Food, Consider Yourself 

and I’d Do Anything and music performed by 

a live band.  The perfect half-term treat for 

the whole family! 
 

Performances are at 7pm from Tuesday 

18th to Friday 21st, and at 1pm and 

5.30 pm on Saturday 22nd February.   
 

Tickets are £8 for adults or £5 for children 

and concessions.   
 

Book tickets from Rachel on 01296 747129, 

email madhousemcloughlin@btinternet.com, 

or online at www.cuddingtonvillage.com/cyd 
 

Snacks, mulled wine and other refreshments 

will be available during the interval. 

In a bid to raise awareness of men’s health , the month of ‘Movember’ is 

when men around the world are encourage d to grow a moustache during the 

month of November. Thus changing the face of men’s health. 
 

Participants must be clean shaven as of 31st Octo-

ber then grow their moustache through November 

according to the rules. 
 

This year, Andy & Chris from The Crown (pictured 

here) have already raised more than £300 for the 

Movember Foundation which  funds research into 

testicular and prostate cancer as well as running 

awareness campaigns. 
 

For more information on this event and the charity’s work please visit: 

www.movember.com 

 

 

Other Cuddington men who 

were  sporting  

Movember growth were 

Kieren Spencer (left) and 

Fred Lawrence (right) 

mailto:madebyme.me@aol.com
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Yes, the initial planning for 2014’s fête takes 

place on  Tuesday 10th December, 7.30pm at 

The Crown! 
 

Committee members are still needed to lighten the load 

for others - if you think you can give up your time to 

help make our fete another successful one, please come 

along to the meeting or contact  

Jeremy Galpin on: 07709411098 

Our prize bingo will be on 

December 14th in the Club-

house starting at 7 p.m. 
 

Donations of prizes will be very 

welcome. 

         Raymond Willingham 

“It Came Upon The Midnight Clear” 
A Concert 0f Christmas and Winter Music 

with the  Manor House String Quartet. 

Friday  13
th

 December 2013 

  7.30 p.m.    Doors open 7.15 p.m. 

Concert starts at 7.30 p.m. 

in St. Nicholas Church 
 

Join the popular Manor House String Quartet  

for a concert of light and enjoyable music, 

creatively arranged for string quartet, including 

“It came upon the Midnight Clear”, 
“Angels from the Realms of Glory” 

“Sussex Carol”, “O Tannenbaum” and  
“In the Bleak Midwinter” 

 

Tickets: £10 (£5 children under 16) obtainable from 

Myles & Caroline Saker (291825)  

or on the door, if remaining. 
 

Refreshments will be available during the interval  

At the time of going to 

print, Josh Brown had 

just completed trials to 

be selected for the 

Bucks County Cricket 

Under 10’s team at the 

County cricket ground 

in Chesham . Josh had 

been put forward after 

demonstrating his 

cricketing talents dur-

ing this year’s season 

at Dinton Cricket Club. 

The Christingle Service in St. Nicholas on December 1st was attended by a 

large crowd including many children and their parents. That day was the First 

Sunday of Advent and the lighting of the first Advent candle was very appro-

priate as Light was the theme of this service. The season of Advent looks 

forward to Christmas as the singing of “Away in a manger” reminded us and 

the theme of light, running through the service, and  culminating  in the light-

ing of everyone’s Christingle, reminded us that Jesus is the Light of the 

World. 
 

In the comments given after the service it was clear that everyone from the 

age of four upwards had had a very happy afternoon. The well-known songs 

were enjoyed and the introduction of a new one was appreciated. Some par-

ticularly enjoyed going up onto the platform for singing their special songs 

and saying the prayers they had prepared. One boy had gained particular 

pleasure from helping to make the Christingles, while another remembered 

being told that the red ribbon round the orange represented the blood of Je-

sus.  
 

It was obvious that the 

whole afternoon, which 

culminated in a much ap-

preciated tea, had gripped 

their attention throughout 

and Nigel Featherston’s 

emphasis on Jesus as the 

light of the world had been 

a message for us all. 

Village Voice welcomes contributions on all 

aspects of Cuddington life (past and present) 

so please do contact the editorial team listed 

on page 10 if you want your news or an arti-

cle  printed. 

 

If there are any families who have  infor-

mation or photographs relating to those 

named on the cenotaph, please do contact 

us. We will be publishing articles through-

out 2014 to mark the centenary of the start 

of World War I. 

 

Where possible, electronic content should be 

submitted in Microsoft Word format and 

images in picture files not ‘pdf’. 
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 

 

 

      “Ding, dong Merrily on High” 

 

 from a Christmas Carol    

  

December 
 

Sunday         1st       3.00 p.m.    Christingle Service in St. Nicholas      

Monday       2nd                         Gardening Club Outing to Waterperry 

Wednesday  4th      7.30 p.m.     Parish Council Meeting      

Saturday       7th      7.00 p.m.     NixFlix 12yrs+ Film (see below) 

Monday        9th    12.00 p.m.    Sunshine Club Christmas Dinner in  

             Bernard Hall 

Tuesday       10th    2.00 p.m.     W.I.  Annual Meeting 

Tuesday       10th    7.30 p.m.     Fête Meeting at The Crown 

Friday          13th    7.30 p.m.     Concert in St Nicholas by the Manor  

               House String Quartet 

Saturday      14th     7.00 p.m.     Christmas Prize Bingo, the Clubhouse 

Monday       16th    7.00 p.m.     Christmas in the Club      

Wednesday 18th    6.30 p.m.       Carols Round the Village         

Tuesday       24th   7.00p.m.        Carols by Candlelight  in St. Nicholas 

  

January 
 

Wednesday  8th     7.30 p.m.       Parish Council Meeting 

Monday       13th   7.30 p.m.       Gardening Club Annual Social Event 

Tuesday       14th   2.30 p.m.       W.I, Talk by Peggy Cattell  on 

           Poetry of First World War 

CHRISTMAS IN THE 
CLUB 

Everyone is invited on Monday, Decem-

ber 16th  at 7 p.m. to the Playing Fields 

Clubhouse for a delicious supper fol-

lowed by an opportunity to sing popular 

carols. 

Charge £3.50  payable at the 

door. Please let Peggy Cattell 

know if you can come. 

The November meeting of the Gardening Club was a quiz kindly organised by John Moore. 

 

The evening commenced with a complimentary drink and nibbles 

and then people arranged themselves in tables of 4.  There were six 

rounds three of which were pictorial.  One of the written answers 

was to identify trees by their Latin name, which many of us found 

quite a challenge!  One of the picture rounds was of well known 

gardens such as Balmoral and Wisley and another was of unusual 

fruits such as uglis, lychee and star fruits; the third picture round, 

which provided quite a bit of amusement and some very creative 

answers, was a collection of objects associated with gardening such 

as cucumber straighteners and bonsai scissors.   

 

It was a close contest and the quiz was won by the team calling 

themselves The Wallflowers consisting of James and Elsie Frost, 

Rosemary Bradbury and Skippy Blumer.  (picture shows some of the Club 

members at the event) 

 

Our Chairman Elsie Frost thanked John most warmly for investing so 

much time and effort in producing such an enjoyable evening for the Club. 

(see picture) 

 

Our next Gardening Club date is an outing to Waterperry Gardens for a 

browse around for Christmas present ideas and a cream tea on Monday 2nd 

December. 

The first film to be shown at the St Nick’s film 

club for 12yrs+ will be -  
 

The Chronicles of Narnia: The Li-

on, The Witch and The Wardrobe 

7pm on Saturday 7th December 

St Nicholas Church 

Snacks will be served. 
 

Please bring a cushion, the largest you can sit on! 
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Greener Cuddington  
  

This year's weather seems to have split cleanly 

across the seasons: a freezing end to the winter, a 

late, cool spring, then the brilliant summer with 

long sunny evenings followed by a damp windy 

autumn. It has been interesting watching how 

these patterns have affected the natural world, which has 

been recovering from the two wet summers and cold win-

ters.  
 

There were few wild flowers 

until late April and many 

were delayed, but there must 

have been plenty of pollinat-

ing insects for the blossom, 

as there has been an extraor-

dinary fruit harvest, and 

cowslips in particular had a 

good year.  However, the 

wildlife strips around our 

local fields remained green, 

becoming choked with 

grass, so the colour was 

missing along with the com-

mon blue butterflies, whereas whites, meadow browns, and 

small skippers were there in profusion as the summer wore 

on.  
 

Of course, one huge local disappointment has been the 

sudden disappearance of dragonflies, fish and other crea-

tures along the River Thame because of the pollution inci-

dent in July, however dragonflies have been abundant 

where human carelessness has not destroyed habitats. This 

vandalism will have an impact on numbers of birds owing 

to the dearth of normal insects, and herons have gone from 

the river. Also, artificial otter holts have been installed 

along the Thame to encourage their return, but that certain-

ly won't be happening in the near future! 
 

The warm temperatures continued right through to Octo-

ber, so grass has kept growing, and many trees have re-

mained green weeks later than usual. Some flowers have 

kept blooming into the autumn or had a second flowering, 

and horse chestnut trees have suffered less from the leaf 

miner because the freezing April killed many of the larvae: 

only temporary relief I'm afraid.  
 

Whilst the strong winds have blasted some of the tree col-

our, this autumn has also given us a bumper harvest of ber-

ries, apples and other fruit, and there are trees in our area 

that are still festooned with delicious fruit: why is anyone 

buying apples? 
 

This article has been very difficult to write, because global 

environmental news has been so dire lately, so I wondered 

what is the point? We don't seem to want to learn the les-

sons from weather events, like the Philippines typhoon, or 

from the alarming increase in ocean acidity that will wipe 

out corals. If we love our natural World so much, why don't 

we do something about it? 
 

Doug Kennedy. Follow me on Twitter @dougski1 or 

Facebook: dougkennedy1949. Web site: www.doug-

kennedy.com.  

Email: doug@doug-kennedy.com 

  
Village Voice is published by the 

Cuddington Parochial Church Council as a service to the community 

Editorial Team 

Peggy & Nan Cattell - 291313 

e-mail: Cattelln@aol.com 

Chris Blumer - 290647 

e-mail: chrisblumer@blumer.co.uk 

Karen Clayton - 290404 

e-mail: info@porkandginger.co.uk  

For advertising, please contact: 

Felicity Hilder - 290951; Caroline Thompson - 291485 

Services at St. Nicholas 
(Churchwardens: Graham Carr, 290000 and David Benson, 01296 433757)  

  

December 2013 
 

1st  10 am   HOLY COMMUNION  
 A modern Communion Service with hymns. 

 3 p.m.    CHRISTINGLE SERVICE 
 

8th    10 am   FAMILY SERVICE  
 A service for all ages, including lively hymns, with the involvement of 
 young musicians and occasional drama. 
 

15th      10 am   HOLY COMMUNION 
  A modern Communion Service with hymns, children go to Sunday  
 Special for part of the Service  
 

22nd 10 am MORNING WORSHIP 
 A service of worship and the word, with traditional and modern hymns.  

  11.15 am   HOLY COMMUNION 
   A communion service with hymns, according to the Book of Common 
 Prayer. 
 

24th 7 pm    CAROL SERVICE 
 

25th 8 am    HOLY  COMMUNION   
 10am   FAMILY CAROL SERVICE 
 

31stth  10.30 am    HOLY COMMUNION  
  A United Service for the Benefice    
 

January 2014 
 

5th 10 am   HOLY COMMUNION    
 A modern Communion Service with hymns. Children go to Sunday 
 Special  for part of the service 
 

12th      10 am     FAMILY SERVICE  
 A service for all ages, including lively hymns,, with the involvement  of 
 young musicians. 
 

19th      10 am  HOLY COMMUNION 

 A  modern Communion Service with hymns. Children go to Sunday 
 Special for part of the Service  
 

26th 10 am MORNING WORSHIP 
 A service of worship and the word, with traditional & modern  hymns. The 
 children go straight to Chattabox and the Grid in the  Bernard Hall at 9.50  

  11.15 am   HOLY COMMUNION 
    A communion service with hymns, according to the  
               Book of Common Prayer. 

  
There is a service at 5.30 pm every Sunday evening at 

Cuddington Methodist Chapel. 


