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OCTOBER 
2013 

 
VOLUME SIXTEEN 

 

Praise the Lord, O my soul 
And forget not all his benefits. (Psalm 103.2)  

 

A warm welcome to everyone to join in the Harvest events of St. Nicholas 

 

Saturday   October 12 6.45 for 7.15 p.m.  Harvest Supper in the Bernard Hall 

                     Sunday     October 13   10 a.m.        Harvest Festival 

  Monday   October 14                  9 a.m           Whole School Harvest Festival  

          Tuesday   October 15  10.30 a.m. Harvest Coffee Morning 
 

Gifts of flowers and harvest produce and tins of food should be brought to the church by 10 a.m. on the Saturday 

morning or to the Harvest Festival. 
 

Some gifts will go to the elderly in the 
village, some sold in aid of  

‘The Streetlight Trust’                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
in the Philippines and others will go to 

the Vineyard Church Storehouse in 
Aylesbury to be distributed to the needy 

of the area. 

See page 3 for further Harvest  
Festival information 

Opening night for the new Village Picture House was a massive success with a capacity audience totally absorbed by an im-
mensely powerful production of Othello, broadcast live into the Bernard Hall from the National Theatre in London. We felt 
we were there with Adrian Lester as he brilliantly led us through Othello’s tragic story. 
 

There was a real buzz as the “theatre goers” took their seats and enjoyed a drink 
and a chat both before and after the show. The newly installed sound system gave 
the audience a real sense of being in amongst the production and the high defini-
tion picture on the 4.5 metre wide screen was unbelievably dramatic!  
 

Markus Bolton, Chairman and inspiration behind the Village Picture House pro-
ject, and his team have achieved a facility which does the village proud. 
 

 

John and Elaine Moore, who are running the bar and catering, had generously pro-
vided complementary canapés for the first night audience. And it was a great bonus 
to have space to move around, chat and enjoy a drink from the well run bar. 
 
“We thoroughly enjoyed this amazing new venture for the village – to experience 
the quality of a National Theatre production in the friendly and sociable atmos-
phere of our own village hall is quite fantastic!” said Brenda Williams who had 
attended the opening production. 

Andy Baillie, Front of House Manager, 
(left) & Markus Bolton, Chairman  
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Thought for the Month 
 

Cuddington’s  share in “The Largest Coffee 

Morning in the World” was in the Clubhouse on 

Saturday, September 28th when a large number, 

from all parts of the village, came to enjoy 

homemade cakes with their cup of tea or coffee.  

Congratulations to the organiser, Deanna Bates and to all her hardworking and 

willing helpers. There was an incredibly large collection of  prizes for the tombo-

la and Laura Ewers would like to thank all those who contributed throughout the 

months in which she had been collecting for this.    

Not only was it a delightful morning for many but it resulted in the grand total of  

£350 for this very worthy cause. 

Ian Herbert writes…  As  Autumn Arrives 
 

“Autumn” only occurs once in the Bible. In Jude 1:12, false teachers are compared to “autumn 

trees without fruit,”  implying that autumn should be a fruitful season, the most abundant of the 

year.  
 

 As autumn arrives, we look back with a better understanding of the way God has led us; but we 
still have work to do, the best and fullest is still to come. 

 

The seasons come and go, so why not focus on the God, a God who remains unchanged and unchanging? 
There’s a lot of unwelcome change in our world. Moral and societal changes bother us most when we turn on our tel-
evision or glance at the papers or magazines. We’re painfully aware our children are growing up in a world far differ-
ent from the one we knew as children. 
 

And then there is the personal changes we face, children leaving home, the passing of dear friends, and the slow, 
steady decline in our vitality and health.. But amid all the changes, one thing, one person, never changes—our eternal 
God. Remember this verse from “Abide with Me”? 
       “Swift to its close ebbs out life’s little day;  
   Earth’s joys grow dim; its glories pass away;  
   Change and decay in all around I see;  
   O Thou who changest not, abide with me.” 

 

J. I. Packer points out that God does not change. His life is always the same. His character is always dependable. His 
truth, ways, and purposes do not change. His Son does not change. He’s the same yesterday, today, and forever 
(Hebrews 13:8). 
 

His children will enjoy His fellowship a million years from now. The world may fade, the stars may fall, the seasons 
may change, and winter may come. But the God who has been our help in ages past is our hope for years to come. In 
Him we have permanence, stability, joy unshakable, and life unending. 
The autumn of life is a great time to focus on God’s wonderful blessings, family, friends, strength, shelter, provision, 
guidance, care and opportunities to serve and eternal life still to come.  
Autumn is a good time to focus on your commitment to God. Some of the saddest words in the Bible are in Jeremiah 
8:20, “The harvest is past, the summer is ended, and we are not saved.”  
 
If you’ve never made a commitment to Jesus Christ and want to know more about following Jesus Christ please feel 
free to contact me on 01844 292513. If you are a follower of Christ, remember to remain close to Him during the 
shifting seasons of life. 
 
 During autumn, we all know that winter lies ahead, but if winter comes, can spring be far behind? 

It was with regret that we had to can-

cel the Family Fun Day and Dog 

Show; it was felt that due to the fore-

casted poor weather the event would 

have been extremely difficult to run.  
 

We would like to thank everyone who 

donated Raffle and Tombola prizes; 

your support was much appreciated.  
 

The committee is considering resched-

uling this event for earlier next year 

and all the donations made will be 

kept until then, however if you wish to 

retrieve your donation please contact 

Laura Ewers who will be happy to 

return them to you.    
 

The committee would like to apologise 

for any inconvenience this has caused 

and look forward to seeing you at next 

year’s Fun Day.  
 

Lorraine Ray  for  CPFA 

Cuddington Methodist Church would like to invite everyone to join us at a  

coffee morning on: 

Monday 7th October between 10a.m. and 12 noon  

in the Methodist Church. 

This is part of our celebration for the completion of the renovation work.  

 

Please come and share coffee and biscuits and see the changes we have made. 
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For those of you that don’t  know,  the Nicholas Almond Charity is a Cud-

dington Charity dating back to 1643.   
 

The Charity’s aims have changed considerably over the years;   it now 

gives small grants to young people who must be resident in Cuddington,   

towards expenses connected with further educational studies such as de-

gree courses, or apprenticeships.    
 

The Charity’s Trustees encourage any young person resident in Cudding-

ton, who is going into further education or who is taking up an appren-

ticeship this Autumn,  or is already following a course,  to apply for a grant.    

Candidates must make a written application (not by email) which they must personally sign.   Please give details of the 

course/s you are going to follow or are following and on what you propose to spend your grant. 
 

We would like to receive your application together with confirmation that you have been accepted on a course or apprentice-

ship by the 20th November, and you can expect to receive a reply at the beginning of December.    
 

Please submit your application to : Mrs. Jennifer Schram de Jong,  Hon. Treasurer and Secretary, Nicholas Almond Charity,  

Larden,  Spicketts Lane,  Cuddington,  BUCKS  HP18 0AY    If you have any queries,  you may contact me on  Tel:  291501  

or at  jschramdejong@yahoo.co.uk  

 

The Fete AGM will be held on 

Wednesday October 9th @ 

8pm 

in the Playing Fields Club 

House. 
 

Clubs and organisations that have ap-
plied for funds should send their rep-
resentatives to collect cheques. Please 
do come along if  you are interested in 
joining next year’s Committee.  

 
We need you! 

Everyone is welcome at our Harvest 

Supper in the Bernard Hall  

Saturday  October  13th      

6.45 for 7.15p.m. 
  

Tickets are available from  

Myles Saker  Tel: 291825  
 

Adults £7.50,    

Concessions & School Children £5   

Family ticket  £20 
 

Any surplus, after paying expenses, 

will go to “The Streetlight Trust”  

in the Philippines and  Ian Herbert 

will give a short account of his work  

with this trust.  

Tuesday, October 16th    10.30- 12 noon in the church 
 

Do come along and enjoy what has become one of our annu-

al harvest events. 

There will be a gift of harvest produce for each Cuddington 

OAP. Other harvest produce will be on sale in aid of ”The 

Streetlight Trust “ in the Philippines,. 
 

Also on sale there will be jewellery, craftwork and cards in 

aid  of Kampala Music Centre, cards for all occasions in aid 

of Utugi Children’s Centre in Kenya, and cards and calen-

dars in aid of Tujatane School in Zambia. 

Following the success of last year’s calendar, we are pro-
ducing one again this year. We are using 13 paintings of the 
village by Caroline Stonham. Some of these have been paint-
ed especially for this calendar. 
 

Our thanks go to Caroline for allowing us to use her beauti-
ful pictures and to Chris Long for his photographic and 
computer work making them ready for the printers. 
 

We are taking pre-orders in the shop and they should be 
ready for collection by the beginning of December, giving 
you plenty of time to send them around the world to your 
family and friends. Numbers will be limited so it would be 
prudent to reserve yours early. 

 John & Elaine 

A small, but very appreciative, group 

joined in the first session of this 

course on Thursday, September 28th . 

We watched and discussed an excel-

lent DVD which encouraged us to 

think about important issues. 

Because of the clash with the Village 

Cinema on Thursday nights this 

course will be moved to Monday 

evenings, the next one will be on 

October 7th  

For more details contact Graham 

Carr (290000)   

The Royal British  Legion's biggest fundraising campaign 
launches nationally in late October each year when the nation 
expresses its unequivocal support for The Legion's work 
through the Poppy Appeal.  
As in previous years, Cuddington’s Poppy Team will be calling on villagers dur-
ing the last week of October in order to raise funds for the Royal British Legion.  
Please do give generously and wear your poppy with pride! 

mailto:jschramdejong@yahoo.co.uk
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John and Eileen moved to Cuddington in 2008 and until John’s illness became 

worse they participated in many village activities. Readers of Village Voice will 

remember John’s accounts of various happenings, always lightened by some 

humorous comments. 
 

John died on  August 7th  and a service at Amersham Crematorium was fol-

lowed on September 5th  by a Service of Thanksgiving, here in St Nicholas 

church, conducted by the Vicar , the Revd. Margot Hodson. 
 

The service included tributes by John’s son, by a niece and by a member of the 

legal profession who spoke of John’s work as a district Judge. Eileen was sup-

ported by a  very large congregation which included past colleagues and friends 

as well as friends they had made here. Some of these Cuddington friends con-

tributed to the service, four of them by reading Bible passages and  poems, spe-

cially chosen by Eileen, others by arranging flowers both in the church and in 

the Bernard Hall as tributes to John. The service ended with a recording  of  a 

beautiful  piece of music (a Celtic Blessing with the Cambridge Singers)  spe-

cially chosen  by Eileen. 
 

After the service everyone moved to the Bernard Hall and enjoyed refreshments 

made by Elaine Moore and by members of the Church’s Catering Group. A 

table of memorabilia, beautifully arranged by Eileen, told us something of  John’s life, and we were remembering his courage 

during his illness, his sense of humour and the capacity for making friends which endeared him to all. 
 

The sympathy of everyone goes out to Eileen and her family and she has asked Village Voice to thank everyone for their help 

and friendship which have surrounded her in her great loss. 

 

After their Summer Break Cuddington W.I. had a very busy start to the 

Autumn season. On Tuesday, September 10th  they welcomed  Handbell 

Ringers from Brill to their meeting and, as reminded by the President, 

Caroline Thompson, the week had to be one of preparation for their an-

nual coffee morning and sale to be held on Saturday, September 14th . 
 

The Bell Ringers introduced themselves as enthusiastic amateurs and this 

enthusiasm provided a very happy atmosphere. Each of the players pro-

duced her note of the octave, and the programme which began with “The 

Skye Boating Song” included such varied items as “The Blue Danube” 

and “The Bells of St. Mary’s. Each tune was introduced by some factual 

details given in a pleasing light-hearted manner which contributed to the 

pleasure of the afternoon. The strains of “Land of Hope and Glory” 

brought this delightful programme to an end but more pleasure was yet 

to come as members were invited to try their hands at bell ringing. Vol-

unteers soon stepped forward and after only very brief instruction the 

strains of “Old MacDonald had a Farm” were easily recognizable.   

What a delightful afternoon it had been! 
 

Sale on the Village Green 

In spite of the slight rain in the early morning the Committee went ahead 

to set out their wares under a gazebo. This optimism was well justified 

for the rain stopped and eager buyers crowded round the tables. By the 

end of the morning most of the produce had been sold, and appreciative 

buyers had snapped up 

most of the beautiful 

handiwork.  
 

A goodly amount of mon-

ey was taken from which 

our chosen charities will 

benefit. In all this was a 

very satisfactory ending 

to a very busy week. 

Oxford during World  War  2 
Liz Woolley, who lives and teaches in Ox-

ford, gave a well researched power-point 

presentation to thirty members of Cuddington 

History Society at our September meeting. 
 

After analysing the general effects of the war 
on Oxford she centred on children’s experi-
ences. She drew much of her evidence from 
school log books and reminiscences of peo-
ple today who lived in Oxford during the 
war. Of  particular note was the disruption to 
family life, sweet rationing and the “Mickey 
mouse” gas masks! The varied experiences of 
evacuees to the city and surrounding area 
were told in direct and often poignant detail. 
 

In conclusion Liz invited her audience to 
present vignettes of any experiences they had 
as children during the war. More lively and 
unexpected stories emerged!! 
 

The next meeting will be later than usual in 
the month—Tuesday October 29th. Tony 
Eaton, who spoke on Glenn Miller when he 
last came will present “Failed to return---the 
stories of Amy Johnson and Leslie Howard.” 
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CUDDINGTON PLAYING FIELDS ASSOCIATION 

VILLAGE BONFIRE AND FIREWORKS PARTY 
  

Saturday 26th October, 2013 at 5.30  pm on the Cuddington Playing Fields  

 BBQ & Licensed Bar in Clubhouse 
 

Tickets include Fireworks Display & Food :  
In advance, Adults £8.00, Children 12 years and under  £4.00, Families (2 adults and up to 4 children) £25 

On the night, Adults £10.00, Children 12 years and under  £5.00, Families (2 adults and up to 4 children) £27 
 

Tickets available from Denise’s and the Village Shop.  
Enquiries and tickets also available 

from  Jennifer SdeJ –291501,  Laura Ewers—299027,   John Luckett—290491 
Lorraine Ray 290606   

 

After eight years without any increase in the price of tickets, sadly,  we have had 
to make a small increase in the ticket prices.   However,  we are still one of the 

cheapest fireworks events taking place. 
 

Vegetarians   To help with catering and to avoid running out of food as happened last year,   
where possible please request Vegetarian food prior to the event. 

 

OFFERS OF HELP BEFORE AND ON THE DAY WOULD  BE APPRECIATED 

PLEASE CONTACT US 

Eighteen months ago, we wrote about our plans for your shop and we are 

pleased to announce that we have now completed our planned capital ex-

penditure. 
 

To recap on what we have achieved: 
 

 Replaced the counter 

 Installed two new chillers and two new freezers 

 Replaced the flooring (thanks go to AVDC for the grant to cover 50% 

 of this cost) 

 Installed all new shelving 

 Extended the retail area and increased the stock range  available. 

 Extended the opening hours of the shop and Post Office 

 We have also introduced various stock items of Buckinghamshire produce including yoghurts, apple juice, infused 

 rapeseed oils, Mary Berry’s salad dressings, Cici Coco pasta meals, handmade ice-cream from Haddenham and 

 more besides. 

 We have started our own food business producing sandwiches, pies and ready-meals for sale in the shop as well as 

 developing the business still further with a catering operation for private events and functions.  

 We will also be running the bar at the new Village Picture House. 
 

It has been an interesting period in our lives and a very busy one too. We hope you are happy with the progress we have 

made in the shop and we will continue to strive to stock the items you want to see. 
 

We wish to thank all of you individually, and the Parish Council specifically, for the support shown so far and now that the 

shop has returned to its former glory, we hope this gives you more reason to pop in for those essential day-to-day groceries 

and ensure that the shop remains viable for generations to come.  

John & Elaine 

http://sweetclipart.com/multisite/sweetclipart/files/imagecache/middle/fireworks_rockets.png
http://sweetclipart.com/multisite/sweetclipart/files/imagecache/middle/fireworks_rockets.png
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After two years of fund raising, the Bernard Hall Management Committee is 

delighted that the Village Picture House has opened its doors.  We have a large 

4.5 metre screen, high fidelity surround sound and 50 new upholstered chairs.   
 

We have a packed programme of films and National Theatre Live productions 

meaning that we are open two/three Thursdays per month.   
 

We intend to show a range of films including action, drama, sci-fi, children’s, 

art house and romantic comedy movies.  National Theatre Live will broadcast a 

wide range of hit shows including Shakespeare, Alan Bennett and Danny 

Boyle’s acclaimed production of Frankenstein. With our new satellite receiver 

we will show other popular events such as Six Nations’ Rugby and Wimbledon.  
 

Picture House showings are designed to be social events.  John and Elaine will 

be running a licenced bar and providing snacks and refreshments and the doors 

will be open for half an hour before and after each production so people can get 

together, have a drink and chat.     
 

Our programmes will be published every month in Village Voice and you can 

see details of everything we are showing and buy tickets in the Village Store and 

on-line on the village web site, www.cuddingtonvillage.com. Remember that 

there are only 50 tickets per show, so book early! 
 

Following the successful “Othello”, the current schedule is: 

 Iron Man 3, 3rd October at 8.00pm 

 I give it a Year, 17th October at 8.00pm 

 Monsters University, 30th October at 5.00pm 

 Frankenstein, NT Live Encore presentation with Benedict Cumberbatch 

 as the Creature, 31st October at 7.00pm 

 The Habit of Art, NT Live Encore presentation, 7th November at 7.00pm 

 Hamlet, NT Live Encore presentation, 14th November at 7.00pm 

 Frankenstein, NT Live Encore presentation with Benedict Cumberbatch 

 as Frankenstein, 28th November at 7.00pm 

Finally, from next year, we will be hiring out the cinema facility for parties and 

fund-raising events.  Sadly it’s not just a case of buying a DVD and slotting it 

in.  You need a film licence and it is quite expensive hiring a film for public 

showing.  We will be publishing more details in due course. 

Public Meeting  
Wednesday 16th October @ 7.30pm 

 
Following our opening productions of “Othello” and “Iron Man 3”, the Commit-

tee of The Village Picture House would like to invite everyone who is interested 

to a meeting at 7.30 pm on Wednesday 16th October in the Bernard Hall so that 

we can explain how we are planning to run the cinema, to ask you all for feed-

back and for you to tell us what sort of films you would like us to put on. 

 

Our new licenced bar will be open and there will be plenty of time to chat about 

our new facility, see how it all works and to sample some trailers. The Village 

Picture House is a facility for everyone.   

Please come and tell us what you think. 

 

The autumn programme of the Gar-

dening Club got off to a flying start 

with a new competition and an excep-

tionally good talk by Rob Jacobs of 

Waterperry Gardens.   

 

“The Single Stem from your Garden 

Competition” produced a good re-

sponse from members. It was won by 

Jaap Schram de Jong who displayed a 

stem of Physalis with its very distinc-

tive orange Chinese lanterns. Second 

prize went to Lynne Rhodes who 

brought a lovely specimen of a David 

Austin Rose “Princess Alexandra of 

Kent”. The photograph shows Jaap 

and Lynne with Rob who acted as 

judge.  

Rob, who has worked at Waterperry 

for 15 years, gave a talk entitled 

“Secrets of the Herbaceous Border” 
focusing on the Long Border at Water-

perry. Originally planted in the era of 

Miss Beartrix Havergal who ran the 

famous school of horticulture for 

young “gentle ladies”, it was carried 

on in the Arts and Craft tradition by 

Mary Spiller, the first female garden-

ing personality on television. Mary 

has only just retired at the grand age 

of 89! 

 

Using some of Mary’s original slides, 

Rob explained how the plants in the 

border are divided into 3 distinct flow-

ering periods to keep colour continuity 

throughout the whole summer and 

autumn seasons: lupins, delphiniums 

followed by asters. The month of Au-

gust poses a bit of a problem but this 

can be overcome by planting phlox, 

heleniums and yellow achillea. He 

also advised on staking, maintenance 

and the use of biological controls 

against pests.  All in all it was a very 

informative and helpful talk delivered 

with great passion!   

 

Continued on page 7…. 

http://www.cuddingtonvillage.com
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Raymond’s funeral service on August 5th was conducted by the Vicar, the Rev’d 

Margot Hodson, who, during the service, read out an account of Raymond’s life 

provided for her by the Family. The church was packed with inhabitants from all 

parts of the village for whom the chosen hymns were reminders of this popular 

man’s love of the countryside. The special arrangements round the church, not only 

of flowers, but also of vegetables, spoke of Raymond’s absorbing interests. 
 

Raymond was born in the village, the oldest of six children. He went to Cudding-

ton School and spent his whole life in the village. In his youth he played football 

for the village team. After school he did various jobs in the locality until in 1957  

he joined the Eastern Electricity Board  as a linesman and remained with the com-

pany until his retirement as a foreman in 1993. Raymond was always devoted to 

his family: helping his younger siblings when their parents died, and later in the 

1960’s  moving to live with his aunt Rene Rutt in one of the Swan Hill cottages 

only moving from there to his own bungalow when she died in 2005. What perhaps 

more than anything else showed his devotion to his family was how over the years 

he regularly looked after his parents’ grave, surrounding it with each season’s col-

ourful plants. 
 

Raymond’s interests have been many: he liked an occasional flutter on the horses and always followed the hounds when 

there was a hunt in the vicinity. He was a skilled whist player, and in later years, on joining the Sunshine Club gave great 

concentration to his playing of Bingo. Outings arranged by the Club were greatly enjoyed by him, as were the family holi-

days on the Continent, organised by his niece. For many years, Raymond was a most enthusiastic and conscientious deliverer 

of Village Voice who is greatly missed. 
 

From the time when, as a small boy,  he helped his father in the family garden near the Lower Green he was absorbed with 

gardening. He spent time helping some grateful inhabitants with their gardens, but most of all he loved working on his allot-

ment. This allotment not only grew in size but became more and more a pleasure to look at.  Not only were his vegetables of 

the highest quality (he won innumerable prizes at local shows)  but the appearance of  his whole allotment delighted every-

one who went to see it: vegetables were planted in meticulously in straight lines and the whole area was surrounded by a 

broad border of flowers. Not only was the allotment a delight for his neighbours to see but also Raymond entered competi-

tions organised by national newspapers with phenomenal success: on three successive years he won the National Allotment 

Award presented by the Daily Mirror, with the Garden News he had many first and second prizes, he won more awards with 

Amateur Gardening and in 1997 he was their National Winner. What an honour for Raymond and for the village where he 

had lived all his life. “Born and bred” here as he often proudly remarked. He was a very popular sight as he moved round the 

village often with his wheel barrow full of vegetables to give away (the church where his funeral service was held) always 

benefitted at Harvest Festival. His was a presence which will be greatly missed by everyone, and we send our condolences to 

his family.  

The family in turn want to thank everyone who contributed to the wonderful sum of £806 for the Florence Nightingale Hos-

pice in memory of Raymond. 

 

Continued from page 6 
 

During the summer break one of our 

original members, Jeane Oke cele-

brated her 90th Birthday and to mark 

the occasion she was given a purple 

Hebe in an attractive pot. Jeane has 

been on the Gardening Club commit-

tee since 1997 when she became 

Treasurer; she still gives advice and 

support especially in the use of her 

shed for which we are very grateful.  

 

The next meeting takes place on Mon-

day 14th October at 7.30 pm in the 

clubhouse when Stuart Phillips, a free-

lance gardening consultant will be 

describing the “Basics of Garden De-

sign”. Packets of seeds will be on sale 

for the NGS, £1 each.   

The previous year’s winners of all sections compete for this Cup and Cudding-

ton, last year’s winner in the small villages section, not only won this year but 

has done so on two previous occasions. 

At 1 p.m. on Saturday, September 14th the Lord Lieutenant of the County, Sir 

Henry Aubrey Fletcher, accompanied by the com-

petition’s organisers and judges came to the Village 

Green. They were greeted by members of the Par-

ish Council and a small group of other villagers. 

After congratulating the village, with particular 

reference to Jim Hayward’s work, Sir Henry pre-

sented the cup to Jim who in turn thanked the in-

habitants of Cuddington for making this success 

possible. 
 

Everyone then moved to the Bernard Hall for a 

celebratory glass of wine. The villagers then left the 

Presentation Party  to enjoy a Buffet Lunch provid-

ed by the Parish Council. 
 

Our photograph shows Jim holding the Tindal Cup  
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It has been a real pleasure to welcome 26 new children into our Foundation 

class this term and four others into various other classes in the school. It means 

that we have a total of 76 children in the Infant department and 94 in the Jun-

ior, making a total for the whole school of 170. We are really proud of having 

achieved this number, especially as all is now back in order on the Junior site 

and we can move ahead with some excellent teaching and learning for all of 

our children. 
 

Many of you will have seen that 

work took place during the summer 

holidays on improving the access to 

and from the Foundation class into 

their outside play area. We have 

raised the path (and got rid of a few 

wobbly bricks!) and re-located the 

door to get rid of the big step down – 

a big improvement. 
 

We are also working to make sure that the entrance on the other side of the 

building has better and more secure access. 
 

This year we are embarking on a programme of understanding and developing 

the implications behind the school’s set of six values – Respect, Trust, Belief, 

Love, Integrity and Resilience.  We will take one in each half term and we are 

starting this term with Love. 

Mrs Kim Price 

 

Cuddington’s traditional 

CHRISTMAS FAYRE 

    
will be held on 

Saturday, 23rd November 

at the Bernard Hall 

 

2.00 pm to 4.30 pm 

Full details in November issue.       

Half Term Family Arts  

Festival - Garden Secrets 
 In  Haddenham  Community  Library     

October 26th  10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

The aim is to get everyone drawing plants 

and flowers 
 

At the end of the afternoon there will be a 

shadow show and a Hans Christian Ander-

son story. 

On September 28th about 50 women 
enjoyed a great Continental Break-
fast in the Church. On the attractive 
looking tables fruit, cereal and 
croissants were temptingly ar-
ranged. The helpers did a wonder-
ful job beforehand  and  some of 
them also provided husbands to 
make the coffee and sons to act as 
delightful young waiters!  After 
breakfast Dr.Sharon Dyke, a lectur-
er and author, spoke on the topic 
“Why do bad things happen to good 
people?” 

 

Because of her own experiences of suffering with her husband’s recurrent,  
incurable,  illness, she could speak from the heart on the problem of suffer-
ing. First she  showed that this is only a problem if we believe in a loving, all
-powerful God. Then if there is such a God why should he allow suffering? 
She considered the problem ...how could anyone create a world in which 
there is no suffering? .. and  showed that if  there is free will then the choices 
people make will affect others and this is bound to cause suffering in some 
cases. 
 

She said that those whose sympathy can really help when you are going 
through particular difficulties are those who have suffered themselves. Some 
people say “ God should come down to earth and experience the pain and 
conflict which we all face”. But this just what God did ...in the person of 
Jesus he became a man and suffered hardship, betrayal and torture on the 
cross and worse than all of that the weight of man’s sin as he bore the penal-
ty of  all our sins. Having suffered himself he is able to be with us and help 
and comfort us when we suffer, if we will allow him to.     

Award winning Italian cook, Giuliana 

Cortese of Beam Cottage has 

launched an exciting new cookery 

school offering day courses with lunch 

for those with an interest in authentic 

Italian food. 
 

The courses will be hosted within Cud-

dington residences Dadbrook House, 

Tyringham Hall and Beam Cottage as 

well as further afield  at Sandy Lane 

Farm, Tiddington. 
 

As well as winning numerous Great 

Taste Awards for her products, Giuli-

ana has recently been voted Best Lo-

cal Independent Supplier 2013 in the 

Muddy Stiletto Awards.  
 

If you are stuck for Christmas present 

ideas, vouchers are available or you 

could enrol on one of Giuliana’s Ital-

ian Christmas courses in November or 

December. 
 

If you would like to know more about 

the courses, please visit : 

www.cici-coco.com 

 Or  

Telephone  07939 032834 
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Cuddington’s Weather: July and August 

2013 
 

July was very warm, with its overall tempera-

ture being two degrees Celsius above normal. 

It was Cuddington’s warmest July since 2006  

when the temperature for the month was near-

ly four degrees above the average. 

  

August was nearly one degree above average. 

Both months were dry and July was particu-

larly sunny.  
 

Daytime maximum air temperatures in July 

and August averaged 25.7 deg (78F) and 23.1 

deg (74F) Celsius respectively; 

the respective long term average for these 

months is 22.4 and 22.2 deg Celsius (72F).  
 

Night time air minimum temperatures 

averaged 12.8 deg (55F) and 12.2 deg Celsius 

(54F)respectively; the long term average for 

July and August is 11.6 deg (53F).  

October 
 

Wednesday 2nd    7.30 p.m. Parish Council Meeting 

Thursday  3rd        8.00 p.m.  Opening of Village Picture House with 

                                               Film “Iron Man 3” in the Bernard Hall 

Monday  7th       10a.m.  Coffee morning at Methodist Church 

Monday 7th       8.00 p.m.   Christianity Explored in St. Nicholas 

Tuesday  8th         2.30 p.m.   W.I.  Talk by Mrs. W.M. Black on  

`                                              “Travels along the Silk Trade Route”  

Wednesday 9th      8.00 p.m.   Fete A.G.M.  in Clubhouse 

Saturday 12th         6.45 p.m.  Harvest Supper in the Bernard Hall 

Sunday    13th        10 a.m.      Harvest Festival Service in St Nicholas 

Monday 14th         7.30 p.m.   Gardening Club Talk by Stuart Phillips  

      “The Basics of Garden Design”. 

Tuesday  15th       10. 30 a.m.  Harvest Coffee Morning in St Nicholas 

Wednesday 16th   7.30 p.m.    Village Picture House Public Meeting   

       (see page       

Thursday 17th       8.00 p.m.    Film “I Give it a Year” in Bernard Hall  

Saturday  19th       8.00 p.m.    1st Autumn monthly Bingo  in the Clubhouse  

 Saturday 26th       5.30 p.m.     Bonfire and Fireworks Party  (see page 5) 

Tuesday  29th        7.30 p.m.     History Society Talk by Tony Eaton  

        “Failed to Return— stories of Amy  

         Johnson and Leslie Howard” 

Wednesday 30th   5.00 p.m.     Film “Monsters University” in Bernard Hall 

Thursday     31st   7.00 p.m.     Film of the play “Frankenstein” in Bernard 

        Hall 

 

November 
 

Wednesday 6th    7.30 p.m.      Parish Council Meeting      

Thursday     7th    7.00 p.m.     Film of the Play “The Habit of Art” in  

       Bernard Hall 

Sunday      10th   10.00 a.m.    Remembrance Service in St Nicholas 

Monday    11th    7.30 p.m.      Gardening Club: A Gardening Quiz 

Tuesday    12th    2.30 p.m.     W.I.  Talk by Miss Alice Walters on 

       “Unusual Holidays” 

Thursday  14th     7.00 p.m.     Film of the Play “ Hamlet”  in Bernard Hall 

Tuesday    19th    7.30 p.m.     History Society  Talk by Ann Severn on 

       “Charles Dickens’ Children” 

Saturday      23rd   2.00 p.m.     Christmas Fayre in Bernard Hall (see page 

Thursday     28th    7.00 p.m.   Film of the  Play “Frankenstein” in Bernard 

         Hall 

Saturday       30th     8.00 p.m.  Bingo in the Clubhouse 

 

"Season of mists and 

mellow fruitfulness"    

  

John Keats  1795-1821 

The actual highest and lowest day time air 

maxima for July occurred on the 22nd (32.9 

deg C, 91F) and 2nd (16.2 deg C, 61F)  

respectively. August's occurred on the 1st 

(31.0 deg C, 88F) and 24th (18.6 deg C, 65F) 

respectively.  

The actual highest and lowest night time air 

minima for July occurred on the 14th (16.4 

deg C, 61F) and 12th (8.5 deg C, 47F) 

respectively. For August, the highest oc-

curred on the 1st (16.5 deg C, 62F) and the 

lowest, 8th (7.7 deg C, 46F). 
 

Sunshine total amounts were well above av-

erage for July but well below for August. July 

received 241.76 hours and August 

141.84 hours of bright sunshine - the long 

term average is 207 hours and 197 hours 

respectively.  

It was Cuddington's sunniest July since 2006 

(304 hours). 

  

Both months were rather dry. July received a 

total accumulation of 34.2mm (1.35in), the 

15 year average is 54.7mm (2.15in). 

August was even drier with a total of 20.6mm 

(0.81 in); the average is 66.1mm (2.60in). 

   

Sean Clarke  



10 

 

Greener Cuddington  
 

A Problem On The River Thame 
 

To the passer-by, the River Thame is a gentle reed-bordered stream 

meandering through a peaceful countryside. It is particularly lovely as 

it passes through our area, from Thame to Eythrope; a beauty that is 

readily enjoyed on the circular walk between Cuddington and Nether Winchen-

don. But all is not as well as it seems. The River is subject to occasional pollu-

tion from  agriculture or the sewage treatment works at Aylesbury, and as it is a 

small river passing through highly developed countryside and towns, the results 

of pollution can be intense.  

 

Over the past few years, I have roamed along its banks in our area, taking photo-

graphs and learning about the river and its wildlife. Each year from May on-

wards, it has been fascinating seeing the different species of dragonflies appear and change as the summer progressed, and 

this summer looked particularly good after a late start and a couple of poor years.  

 

However in late July, during the hot spell, everything changed. At Eythrope, I found two very large dead fish on the surface 

and I noticed a lot of little black flies covering the river. Since then I have seen virtually no dragonflies whatsoever, which 

has been disappointing and very sad: when crossing the foot bridges over the River, you would normally see banded demoi-

selles dancing over the river during the summer months, but these are now completely missing. It is very likely that other 

life, such as fish, have been badly affected as well. 
 

The cause of this sudden degradation seems to be discharge from the sewage treatment works at Rabans Lane, Aylesbury, 

which is run by Thames Water. As a result of my alerting them, the Environment Agency have been investigating and it now 

seems that there have been some severe problems at the works that should have been avoidable with due care. 

 

I am horrified by the terrible effect the pollution has had, and also that the business responsible for it was apparently happy to 

keep quiet about it until the whistle was blown. This indicates that some of those that make their money from being by the 

river are much more concerned about their profit margins than they are about the natural world that depends upon. A cynic 

might say that this shouldn't have been a surprise. 

 

A lot of what we love about this place revolves around nature: the flowers, birds, trees, insects, as well as a sweet river that 

has carved our valley and brightens our lives. If we don't show concern and act when carelessness and greed degrade the 

land, are we not then party to the loss of what we love? In my view, this is more important than the placement of wind tur-

bines, and across the county, is more important than HS2: the problem is that it is far less obvious. 

 

I have been reliably informed by people in Cren-

don and Chearsley that the fish population of the 

Thame has also been decimated, and that the river 

and its tributaries seem discoloured at times. 

Something needs to be done by 
Thames Water and the local authorities. 

 

What do you think? I'd like to know if you think 

this is important or not and why. Please email me 

at doug@doug-kennedy.com, or drop a note 

through my letterbox.  

 

Services at St. Nicholas 
(Churchwardens: Graham Carr, 290000 and David Benson, 01296 433757)  

  

October 2013 
 
6th 10am  HOLY COMMUNION 
A modern Communion service with hymns. The children go to “Sunday Special” 
for part of the service. 
 
 

13th 10am  HARVEST FESTIVAL SERVICE 
  
 
 

20th 10am  HOLY COMMUNION 
A less formal modern communion service with hymns. The children go to 
“Sunday Special” for part of the service. 

 
27th  10am  MORNING WORSHIP 
A service of worship and the word, with a mixture of traditional and modern 
hymns. Children go straight to Chattabox and the Grid in the Bernard Hall at 
9.50am 

  

27th 11.15am HOLY COMMUNION 
A Communion service with hymns according to the Book of Common Prayer. 

 
 

There is a service at 5.30 pm every Sunday evening at Cuddington 
Methodist Chapel. 
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