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May 
2013 

 
VOLUME SIXTEEN 

 

Christian Aid Week May 12 - 18 
Bite Back at Hunger 

This year, Christian Aid Week is highlighting the fact that  1 in 8 people will go to bed hungry. 

  Christian Aid’s vision is to bring an end to poverty around the world 
Please give generously. 

 

Throughout the week there will be House to House Collections 

There will be the following events:   May 12th 10 a.m. Christian Aid Family Service, St Nicholas 

       May 13th  Monday 7.30pm onwards  Coffee evening, Bring 

       and Buy and Plant Stall, Skittle Green Cottage, Lower Green 

       by kind permission of Caroline  Thompson. All welcome! 

BAKING HOT SEASIDE 
FETE?  

We are delighted to formally announce that food 

writer, TV presenter and Britain’s favourite baker, 

Mary Berry, has agreed to open this year’s Fete.  
 

Mary has a long standing friendship with one of 

our residents and has a great love of the village.  
 

Mary, who lives in Bucking-

hamshire, is in great demand 

and we are grateful she has 

made time in her busy sched-

ule to join us ‘at the seaside’  

We know you will all extend a 

fabulous Cuddington welcome 

to Mary on July 13th! 

 

MADRIGALS 
Monday May 6th, 9.30 am 

 

The  Wichert Chorale have 
again offered to sing Madri-
gals from the top of the 
Church Tower.  
  
Everyone is welcome to 
come and listen and share in 
the refreshments afterwards. 
  
If the weather is not good 
enough to be outside the 
singing will be in the 
church. 

MAY DANCING 
Tuesday May 21st, 9.30 am 

 

The  school children will  
perform dances around the 
village during the morning 
and hand out flowers, weath-
er permitting! 
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Nigel Featherstone writes… 
 

I have recently finished reading a really good book all about war time evacuees and 

the sort of reception they received out in the country. I can’t imagine what it must 

have felt like at the time from the parents’ perspective as they waved good bye to 

their children to the care and protection often of strangers and for the children them-

selves torn away from friends and family and well loved pets.  

What brought these experiences vividly to life for me was reading a book called “Tim Oliver, Evacuee” 

written by a great friend of Cuddington, the Revd. Tom Farrell. He writes with real feeling and humour 

about what was undoubtedly a very challenging time for him and his friends and family. It is written as a 

fictional account based on his own experiences of being an evacuee from Liverpool and reading it re-

minds you of the great strength we all derive from living in communities of supportive, helpful and lov-

ing people. 

It is very easy to take for granted the places where we live and the people that make up our networks of 

friends, neighbours and acquaintances and it does us good now and again to just pause and reflect on 

how fragile these loose networks can be and just how important they can be for our well being. 

Most winters we are encouraged to look out for elderly or frail members of the community but as the 

weather warms up and the seasons roll on we need to remain vigilant for any in need or anyone who just 

needs some neighbourly support and friendly help. 

Communities provide more than just practical help, at their best they can also provide hope. Tom Farrell 

hoped for a better future in 1940 and eventually it happened, if you are seeking hope for anyone you 

know who is presently in need and would like prayer support do please seek us out at St Nicholas, we 

would love to help. You are always assured of a warm welcome and will never be short of friends. 
 

With much love in the risen Christ 

Nigel Featherston 
 

Ps If anyone is interested in obtaining a copy of Tom Farrell’s book do let me know. 

Thought For The Month 

Put on your walking shoes and join 
in something special to celebrate 
midsummer!  Following a village 
tradition, Cuddingtonians will be 
climbing gently up to the observato-
ry at Upper Winchendon to view the 
sun rising over the horizon on Satur-
day 22 June.   
We will leave Lower Green at 4am, 
and, on reaching our destination on 
top of the world, we will enjoy re-
freshing drinks and traditional bis-
cuits made to Ruby Small’s own rec-
ipe!   
We’ll be back in the village between 
6 and 6.30am.  Want to see the view 
but don’t fancy the walk? You may 
summon a lift to transport you to the 
top! Queries to Angela Wenham   

291932 

Sunday 19th May, 10.30am 
 

We’ve entered the  

Best Kept Village Competition 2013 
 

Please spare some time on Sunday 19thth May and help us spruce up 

the village in time for the official judging! 

Please meet on the Upper Green at 10.30am. 

Cuddington is entered for the ‘Tindall Cup’ which is a competition for 

all years’ winners. In order to achieve success, we need to carry out a 

village spring clean along with other maintenance work such as paint-

ing, staining, etc. 

Please do join us in the Village Tidy Up and wear appropriate clothing 

including protective gloves. 

All help would be appreciated. 

Jim Hayward 

 

As everyone knows Jim’s enthusiasm and hard work has been largely 

responsible for all our successes in the past, so do show your apprecia-

tion for all he does by helping on May 19th.      (Editor) 
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73 parishioners and visitors 

accepted Ken Birkby’s chal-

lenge laid down in last month’s 

Village Voice to “Be there” at 

this year’s Annual Village 

Meeting. A packed Bernard 

Hall enthusiastically engaged in 

discussions and debate ranging 

from pot holes to bonfires. 
 

Visitors to the village included 

our Police Community Support 

Officer, Sue Jones, and our lo-

cal District and County Coun-

cillor, Michael Edmonds, who 

were both able to give the meeting useful and informed opinions regarding 

speeding issues and the state of our roads – pot holes. 
 

As Chairman of the Parish Council, Ken encouraged parishioners to share 

their views and concerns. Jennifer Schram de Jong pleaded with people to 

be considerate to neighbours when lighting bonfires and indeed suggested 

that there were many ways of reducing the need to even have one at all!  
 

There were various discussions regarding the upkeep of the trees and the 

grass bank alongside Swan Hill Cottages, the rubbish and general mess at 

the top of the track to the sewerage works and many relating to surface 

water drainage and its effect on roads. 
 

Against the background of an update from Angela Sanderson regarding the 

disputed footpath through “Donkey Meadow”, the meeting was also in-

formed about other footpaths where access had been impaired and clearing 

work was required. 
 

The meeting heard from the school’s Chairman of Governors, Richard 

Winnicot, that the school was in a very healthy state having had a really 

good recent Ofsted report and that pupil numbers for next year were at 

maximum intake levels; it also heard from the new fête Committee Chair-

man, Jeremy Galpin, that Mary Berry was to open this year’s fête with its 

seaside theme – he promised much fun and sand! 
 

Ken acknowledged the vital role that the shop and Post Office played in the 

life of the village and commended John and Eileen Moore for all that they 

had achieved in their first year in Cuddington. John then explained that the 

shop would be temporarily housed in the Bernard Hall for a week during 

August whilst essential repairs were done to the shop’s floor. Unfortunately 

the Post Office would have to be closed for that period. Full details of the 

exact dates and arrangements will be given nearer the time on the website 

and in Village Voice. 
 

Full minutes of the meeting will be available on the village website and 

notice boards early in May and the Editor of Village Voice urges anyone 

who has a concern or a hot topic to write to us and don’t wait till the next 

Village Meeting to air it! 
 

Ken had earlier thanked Michael Edmonds, who is not standing for re-

election to the County Council, for all of his support over the years; Mi-

chael will however continue to be one of our two District Councillors. 
 

Following over two hours of healthy discussion Ken then invited all present 

for a drink and relaxing chat; there then followed a very sociable time when 

people caught up with each other and continued some of the discussions 

over a glass of wine.  

So, a big thank you to the Parish Council for arranging such a constructive 

and informative evening and Village Voice looks forward to hearing your 

views on any of the topics discussed. 

 It was announced in last month’s Village 

Voice that there would be an evening in 

church on Thursday 23rd May when vari-

ous village records could be viewed. 
 

Unfortunately this has had to be post-

poned. Please keep an eye on Village 

Voice to see when another date is ar-

ranged. 

The Summer 

season is now 

under way, and 

this will be the 

24th summer 

that the tennis 

courts have been in operation.     
 

Club Mornings take place each Wednesday 

from 10.00 am, and Club Nights at 7.30 pm 

on Wednesday or Thursday evenings – de-

pending on League fixtures and availability 

of members to play.  Both these sessions are 

well supported, but additional members of 

all standards are always welcome.   
 

We have a highly qualified coach, Sue Dunn, 

who runs classes on a Monday for both jun-

iors and adults.  This year, we shall be enter-

ing teams into the Bucks Ladies’ League and 

the Mixed League.  
 

New members are always welcome – please 

contact Stella Young on 01296 748771 if 

you would like more information;  all other 

details can be obtained from Charles Sander-

son (Chairman) on 01844 291626, or via the 

village website. 

What splendid support we received for 

the Spring Bazaar on 13th April.  We are 

delighted to report that the sum of 

£455.50p was raised towards Sunshine 

Club funds.  

 

A big thank you to those who donated, to 

our stalwart helpers and to our generous 

customers.    
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We appreciate the Playing Field in Cuddington.  The need for one was first discussed in the Parish Council as 
long ago as 1927, and after World War II it was regularly on the agenda in Parish meetings. 

 

A group of determined villagers led by Ted Ferris, Ernest Small, Ron Munday, Will Woodford and Vic Waghorne 
campaigned strongly for a playing field.  They were spokesmen for the village Cricket and Football Clubs, who 
played on the unsatisfactory pitch at Cox’s Orchard, where the sewerage works are now located.  They were moti-
vated by the vision of making Cuddington better through enhanced recreational activities. 

 

An official from the National Playing Fields Association (NPFA) advised the Parish Council on the nature and 
extent of a field which would encourage sport and provide for children’s play.  A grant was offered on the proviso 
that the village find most of the cost. 

 

Soon a Playing Field committee was established to find a suitable space and to raise funds.  For two years a series 
of activities was mounted including dances, concerts, plays and suppers.  In addition the fete at Dadbrook House 
on Whit Monday 1952 was dedicated to the fund. 

 

The site of the Playing Field we know today was purchased from Mr Gibson of Dadbrook Farm.  It was reported 
in the ‘Bucks Herald’ that “the cost was £761, of which all of £488 has been raised in the village, £168 from the 
Ministry of Education and £105 donated by the NPFA.” 

 

In village annals a red-letter day occurred when the Duke of Edinburgh opened the Cuddington Playing Field on 
Tuesday 14 October 1952.  This is the only recorded royal visit to the village.  The Duke was greeted at the en-
trance to the Playing Field by a guard of honour composed of scouts and cubs and surrounded by flag-waving 
school children from the Cuddington, Dinton and Winchendon schools.  After a speech of welcome, the Duke 
planted an oak tree, which still flourishes today.  Then the Duke studied the project plan, which included the pro-
posed children’s playground.  Finally the Duke was driven through the village by way of Upper Church Street, the 
Lower Green and Holly Tree Lane.  The streets were decked with bunting and the church bells rang out. 

 

In the Parish Magazine for that month, the vicar joyfully declared that the visit had been “an unqualified success” 
and that the Duke had been given “a right royal welcome”.  

 

Cuddington Playing Field was hard won.  The vision and enterprise of a few and a major fund-raising effort by 
many villagers had prevailed.  It is hoped we will continue to honour and to enjoy their legacy.  The next article in 
this series on the Playing Field will tell the tale of its early years, to be followed by the story of the Club House. 
 

Peter Wenham 

Walking is man's best medicine – Hippocrates 460-357 BC. 
Solvitur ambulando – It is solved by walking , St. Augustine 354-
430 AD 
 

Walking has done wonders for us – it’s how we met and it helps 
to provide good health - both physical and mental.  
 

Why walk? Walking is an excellent natural exercise that can help 
you stay healthy, control your weight, keep happy, enjoy time 
with friends and family, learn more about your local area and 
even look after the environment!  
 

The best news is almost anyone can do it, anywhere and at any 
time, for free.  To begin with, you don’t need special clothing, 
equipment or training but you will need good walking shoes as 
you do more. It’s easy to fit into your daily life, natural and easy 
on the body. Even if you’re unfit, you can start slowly and build 
up gradually. 
 

Moreover it’s very enjoyable either alone or with others. Got an 
unsolvable problem? Feel stressed out? Take a walk and things 
will appear much more manageable. 
 

It’s also a great way to see some lovely countryside, whether it be 
in the Chilterns for which the  bookshop in Thame has books of 
walks of all lengths – or the Lake District.  
 

Further afield we have walked among others in Tuscany, Dor-

dogne, Switzerland and Peru.  

Continued on page 6…. 

Christie Leary, a keen amateur gardener, gave 
us an illustrated talk on planting up hanging 
baskets and containers.  This was a very practi-
cal demonstration using slides as she took us 
through the various stages of planting up bas-
kets and containers with suggestions for appro-
priate plants to use as well as the wide variety 
of containers available from large to small. 
Frost-hardy pots are recommended and the 
plants should always be the stars! 
 

Christie gave us some handy tips with regard to 
the planting of plug plants in hanging baskets; 
place a plug plant into a cut section of a stock-
ing (i.e. a mini tube) and pull this through the 
holes in the side of the basket. The compost can 
then be added and the tube removed leaving the 
plant firmly positioned. A peat based compost 
was suggested and John Innes was not recom-
mend; Christie also recommended the use of 
SwellGel to retain moisture.  Turning the bas-
kets was also a good idea and, of course, dead 
heading, feeding and watering regularly.  If 
planting up baskets for winter she recommended 
that we use a fleece liner. 

Continued on page 8…. 
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Cuddington Boules 
Club 

The new Season starts 
8th May 

Wednesdays 7pm  &  
Sundays 11am 

Cuddington Playing 
Field 

Come along and give it a go, if 
you decide you’d like to join 

Annual membership is just £5 

 
ALL WELCOME 

For further details contact:  
Amanda 290398 (after 6pm) 

Matthew 292699  
  Lorraine 290606  

The business was kept to a minimum and the President handed over 

to the speaker, Frances Benton, whose subject was "A Passion for 

Pearls" - she was certainly passionate about her subject. 

  

The speaker has homes in France and Edinburgh but spends much 

time travelling giving talks and demonstrations. Frances buys pearls 

from all over the world and produces hand made jewellery, each 

piece being unique;  this business allows her to support a children's 

charity in South Africa. 

  

Frances had arrived early and 

set up a wonderful array of 

pearls - necklaces, bracelets, 

ear-rings in every shape and 

size and a huge variety of col-

ours - all for sale. 

  

Frances explained that the 

pearl, the only biological gem, 

is of many different types - 

freshwater, marine, natural, cultured and faux.  Pearls of the various 

types and colours were passed round for everyone to see, feel and 

appreciate the weight. 
 

We learned about the development of the pearl in the mollusc - the 

mollusc living up to 145 years and the pearl itself taking many years 

to "grow".  Before 1896 only natural pearls were available.  After 

this the Japanese developed the cultured pearl; they are real pearls 

whose growth has been assisted and speeded up by man.  We also 

learned that Queen Elizabeth 1 wore the Medici Pearls which are 

now worn by the present Queen. 

  

After many questions Frances was thanked by Jenny Evans for such 

an entertaining and enlightening talk.  Members then had a wonder-

ful time looking at the jewellery, many people "treating" themselves 

and buying presents for others. 

At the next History Society meeting Air Vice-Marshall David Crwys-
Williams will talk on “The Story of the Falkland Islands and the Conflict 
of 1982”. 
 

Given the recent death of Baroness Thatcher, all the talk of the Thatcher 
years and her legacy, as well as the recent referendum on the island’s sov-
ereignty, this is perhaps a very timely subject. It should prove to be a fasci-
nating meeting  as our speaker served in the Falklands Campaign.  
 

The meeting will be held as usual 
in the Club House at 7.30 pm 

on Tuesday 21st May. 
 

Non-members of the History 
Society are always very wel-
come at our meetings for a 
charge of just £2.00 per meeting 
– so do come; alternatively why 
not join for the whole year for 
£7.00 (that’s just under £1.00 
per meeting!) 

 

St Nicholas’ Church was full of families 
from Cuddington and neighbouring vil-
lages to see a Pirate Pantomime on Good 
Friday. Jo Goodson and her band of ac-
tors re-told the Easter story through their 
pirate antics and everyone enjoyed the 
production. After an egg hunt, the chil-
dren were asked  if they could explain 
how the story echoed that of Jesus. The 
prize went to the Winnicott children: 
Poppy 8, Olivia 6 and Hamish 2. 
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CountryBoy’s 
Struggle 

Michael is a rap star... or at 

least he is when he dreams 

but, growing up in rural 

Cornwall, he’s never had 

the chance to find his com-

munity.  One day, after be-

ing kicked out of his home 

following a fight with his 

father, he sets off to London to become an 

MC. 
 

 A fast, funny and honest story of one man’s 

search for a sense of belonging, Country-

boy’s Struggle mixes hip hop, spoken word 

and physical theatre. This solo show from 

writer and performer Maxwell Golden fea-

tures over forty characters, all delivered by 

Maxwell in a tour-de-force performance.  

Also features contributions from our own 

Cuddington Youth Drama. 
 

The show will be performed at the Bernard 

Hall on Saturday 8th June at 7.00 pm.   
 

Tickets are £8 per person (concessions and 

under-16s £6) or £20 for a family of four 

from Elaine English, telephone 01296 

655698, or on the door. 

Continued from page 4….. 
 

Everything looks better and more natural 

from a walk rather than a coach or a car. 

So wander round the village, down to 

Nether Winchendon or walk with a group 

such as Ramblers or Walking for Health or 

on a walking holiday – it is a good way to 

meet people without any social pressure. 

Do stop and marvel at the natural world 

around us.   

From our own experience, it’s best not to 

say to children - “we’re going for a walk” 

unless you want a chorus of groans – better to say “Let’s go and find the 

lambs, pigs, insects or frogspawn etc.  

We were designed for walking not for sitting in chairs!  

The sum of the whole is this: walk and be happy; walk and be healthy. 

The best way to lengthen out our days is to walk steadily and with a pur-

pose.- Charles Dickens 
 

All truly great thoughts are conceived by walking. -  Friedrich Nietsche  
 

So please go for a walk from Cuddington where we are blessed with good 

footpaths and enjoy your walk.       

Alan Marsh 

 On March 26th some 50 people 
came to St Nicholas’ Church for a 
Passover-style meal. We were 
privileged to have this led by the 
Vicar, Margot, who has spent time 
studying Jewish customs and ex-
plained both them and the Chris-
tian significance very clearly. 
 

The supper was prepared by the 
church’s excellent catering com-
mittee according to Margot’s in-
structions and the church building 
made a lovely setting for this very 
friendly, informative and helpful 
evening. 
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Speakers at the Cuddington History Society are almost always 
good, those that aren’t are a matter of personal taste rather than any 
intrinsic deficit. Occasionally a speaker comes who is brilliant. 
Such was the case when Chris Bowler spoke about “The Restora-
tion of Historic Building in Our Area – a Practical Guide.” 
Chris came prepared with seven talks and in consultation with our 
locum Chairman, Tony Digby, chose to talk about the restoration of 
Vine Cottage in Long Crendon, comprehensively illustrated. 
 

The original Vine Cottage 
is Tudor which had suf-
fered a mismatch of 
“improvements” over the 
years. Those causing the 
most damage involved ce-
ment or bitumen rendering 
the walls impervious and 
thus rotting the timber 
frame of the cottage.  
 

Drainage channels had be-
come blocked or had disappeared and the level of the floor inside 
was three feet lower than the outside. The windows had been re-
placed recently which Chris was quick to tell us were “Nothing to 
do with me”.  A catch phrase that punctuated the talk whenever the 
windows were mentioned! The cottage was stripped to reveal the 
extent of the damage. Chris talked us through the restoration. 
 

The original rubble stone of 
the walls had developed fis-
sures, anything sticky was 
used as mortar. A trench was 
dug around the cottage to al-
low drainage which was di-
verted into a culvert outside 
the property. A tiny bedroom 
cupboard that had never been 
plastered as it was too small 
to get into had the roof insu-
lated with river reeds woven 
into hazel laths which had 
rotted. Chris noted a hazel in the owner’s garden that had never 
been pollarded and used this to make new laths. The original reeds 
were replaced. Rotten oak timbers of the frame were cut out and 
replaced with green quercia ilex, the evergreen oak. The window 
recesses received three or four lintels. The interior walls were fin-
ished with soft clay painted with clay paint, the exterior walls three 
or four coats of lime mixed with hair topped by a lime wash. 
 

The finished result is a delightful period cottage with, Chris proud-
ly pointed out, no straight walls. Where possible Chris used authen-
tic materials or if this proved impossible materials sympathetic to 
the original. A skilled craftsman, a knowledgeably buildings histo-
rian, an entertaining speaker Chris Bowler delivered a memorable 
evening. 
 

It is a great pity that the Cuddington History Society is in danger of 
becoming history its self at the end of the year when Peter Wenham 
retires as chairman. New younger members are needed not only to 
join the committee but to swell the numbers. New young, dynamic 
Cuddingtonians have saved the Fete can you do the same for the 
History Society? 
 

See the separate article about our next meeting on page 5, so why 
not come along and there is no charge for a first visit?! 

 

 

New Roof laths 

Coronation Day 2 June 1953 
I was still just 10 years of age; my 11th 
birthday was not for another 20 days, yet 
here I was a boy scout looking as though 
I was in charge of the World resplendent 
in my nice new uniform. 
 

What do I remember most about that uni-
form? Was it the shoes, socks, shorts, 
shirt, scarf, staff (funny how they all start 
with an‘s’) or even that funny shaped 
hat? No, it was the belt. It was a magnifi-
cent belt. Made of leather, it was very 
wide and with a big buckle. It somehow 
made me feel like, well, a man. 
 

Where was I going in my smart new uni-
form? I was going to the Coronation. 
Everyone else was staying at home. My 
parents and two sisters were going to our 
neighbours, they had a television, but I 
was going to the Coronation. 
 

On the evening before the event I trav-
elled by coach to London, about 20 miles 
away. I think that must have been the 
first time that I had been to London; it 
did not frighten me, as I was a boy scout.  
 

I cannot tell you where we went or who I 
was with. I was in this little world of my 
own. I slept on the floor that night. I, lit-
tle Jimmy Frost was going to the Coro-
nation. I was little in those days, small 
and skinny, I had only shortly returned 
from 6 weeks convalescence in Bourne-
mouth. Perhaps this was my consolation 
prize, I never knew why me. 
 

Next day was the Day, it was Coronation 
Day. It was my day, I was on duty. It was 
raining but I did not care because I was 
a boy scout and I was on duty. 
 

I wandered, or so it seemed, in reality it 
was probably only a few yards but I was 
only little. Unhindered, I walked in front 
of the crowds, the police, on the pave-
ments or on the roads it did not matter. I 
was careful of course not to walk in front 
of the soldiers. They were awesome. 
 

The pageantry of it all, displayed not just 
for us but for the whole World to see. The 
processions came on foot and on horse-
back, they came for ever, the coaches 
with occupants from another planet, or 
so it seemed, all paraded in front of me. 
Yes, in front of me because I was there, I 
was opposite the Abbey doors. I was on 
duty.  
 

I remember that we, I say we, but in real-
ity I cannot remember another soul, en-
joyed a very good breakfast. Then to 
work, my job was to sell programmes. 
Coronation programmes to the crowds of 
people pouring into the area around the 
Abbey. People of all colours, people 
standing, and people seated in vast 
stands erected to give the best views of 
the procession. 
 

Continued on page 8…. 
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It gives me the greatest of pleasure to announce that the 

Junior site is now finished. The builders have gone and the 

hall is wonderful. 
 

The school continues to grow both in size and pupils. We 

look forward to welcoming our new children who have 

been offered places for September 2013. 
 

Our Foundation children are having great fun investigating 

space and rockets. You may see our year 3and 4 children 

wandering around the village as they are researching the 

local area. The year 1and 2 children had great fun at Beck-

onscot model village before Easter, despite the appalling 

weather. 
 

I have a number of dates I would like to share with you: 
 

 20th May - Family Service at 9.10 at St Nicholas, all 

welcome 

 21st May - Infant Children May Dancing 

 28th June - 5pm Celebration event on the junior site. 

Please come and join us to commemorate the finish 

of the rebuild and look round the school. 
 

It would be lovely to see you at one of these events. 

Mrs Kim Price 

Continued from page 4….. 
 

We now have a quiz question at the start of each meeting and this 
month’s were: a) what is Beth Chatto’s mantra? and b) what was 
her particular trend? with the answers being: a) “ the right plant 
for the right place” and b) gravel gardens. 
 

Our first outing of the 
year, on a glorious sun-
ny afternoon, was to 
Chenies Manor House 
and Gardens.  We start-
ed with a conducted 
tour of the house which 
has been owned by the 
Macleod Matthews  
since the 1950's.  We 
were then able to wan-
der round the beautiful gardens at our leisure.  They are re-
nowned for their wonderful display of 7,000 tulips, planted every 
year, and although slightly late this year due to the weather, there 
was still much to see and admire.  
 

House of Gold is an art exhibition where established artists have 
created work in response to the history, location and beauty of 
Chenies and are displayed both in the house and in the gardens.  

 

The next meeting of the Gardening Club is on Monday 20th May 
and this will take the form of an informal discussion, not just on 
gardening problems, but also suggestions for gardens to visit and 
for good or favourite plants. 

 

Continued from page 7… 
 

At this point I remember being very puzzled. 
There were a lot of people with their backs 
turned towards the Abbey. What could they be 
doing, they could not see. Then, equally puzzling, 
these people put cardboard tubes into the air and 
looked into them, still with their backs to the Ab-
bey. It was later that I found out that these card-
board tubes were makeshift periscopes and that 
it enabled the holder to see above the heads of 
others in front of them. I had not seen a peri-
scope before. 
 

Even a boy scout, a very loyal and proud boy 
scout, a boy scout on duty, would get hungry. So, 
every so often I would wander back to base to fill 
up. However, there was only one item on the 
menu. You took your tin and went back on duty 
again. No slacking allowed. Any way, you might 
miss the Queen. Then, all of a sudden, she was 
there. This magnificent carriage drew up at the 
entrance to the Abbey and the Queen to be had 
arrived. The atmosphere was electric, the people 
stirred and moved. The noise then was unbeliev-
able, but nothing compared with their procession 
home. The world erupted, we had a Queen, and 
we all wanted to belong, to belong as one happy 
family. Safe, free, happy, everything was well 
with the world then and I had done my duty. 
 

What was my sustenance that kept me going 
through those wearisome hours, the rain, the 
aching feet, the very hoarse voice? Ovaltine tab-
lets, today I cannot see a tin of Ovaltine tablets 
without remembering the shorts, the funny hat, 
and above all the belt. I was a man and I did my 
duty. 
 

This day also marked the first day of my work in 
the community. 60 years later I look back on my 
baptism and feel as though I am there still and 
when I was honoured to be introduced to the 
Queen and Prince Philip at her Diamond Jubilee 
Garden Party in Henley on 25 June 2012, I was 
speechless. 60 years on her magic had not 
dimmed, but it makes my small contribution over 
the years seem very small indeed, so I must not 
stop now. 

 

Do I have any 
regrets, yes; I did 
not keep a pro-
gramme for my-
self. I had no 
money then, they 
were 2/6 (12.5p) 
each, but thanks 
to the internet I 
do now. 
 

James Frost 
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‘The darling buds of May’ - 

from a sonnet by William 

Shakespeare 

Cuddington’s Weather: March  
March was an extremely cold month, 
possibly unprecedented when com-
pared against Oxford’s long standing 
climate dataset, which began in 
1853.  
Cuddington’s average temperature 
for March was 2.8 deg C (37F); you 
would normally expect 6.7 deg C 
(44F). This is far colder than any 
average March  
temperature I’ve previously record-
ed. Looking at Oxford’s dataset, the 
lowest average monthly temperatures 
for March have been: 1865 (2.9 deg 
C, 37.2F),  
1883/1892 (3.0 deg C, 37.4F), 
1867/1962 (3.3 deg C, 37.9F). It’s 
always difficult to establish absolute 
fact when comparing different da-
tasets, especially  
with a temperature difference is only 
0.1 deg, C, as is the case of Oxford’s 
lowest and my own record from last 
month. However, I am very confi-
dent that  
March 2013 was our coldest March 
since at least the year 1892 and pos-
sibly even longer. 

  

Daytime maximum air temperatures 
in March averaged 6.0 deg Celsius 
(43F); the long term average is 11.1 
deg Celsius (52F). Night time air 
minimum  
temperatures averaged minus 0.4 deg 
Celsius (31F); the long term average 
is 2.3 deg Celsius (36F).  

  

The actual highest day time air maxi-
ma occurred on the 5th (15.5 deg C, 
60F) and the lowest, 24th (0.5 deg C, 
33F). The actual highest night time 
air minima  
occurred on the 8th (5.9 deg C, 43F) 
and the lowest, 14th  and 31st (minus 5.0 deg C, 23F). The lowest temperature just above the grass occurred on the 
morning of the 14th (minus 11.0 deg C, 12F). 

  

March's bright sunshine was well below average with 52.82 hours - the long term average is 108 hours.  

  

Total precipitation (rain and snow) for the month was nearly twice the average with 65.4 mm (2.57 in) compared 
with the 15 year average of 36.6 mm (1.44 in).  
It was our wettest March since 2008 (66.6mm, 2.62 in). Snow fell on the 23rd giving an average snow depth of 
6.0 cm (2.36 in) thereafter, the ground remained  
partially snow covered until the 27th. 

  

Sky Notes. 

  

The sky finally cleared in early April allowing me to make several obser-
vations of Comet PanStarrs. Although during March it was visible to oth-
ers around the country, between gaps in the cloud, it was never conspicu-
ous and by April, it had faded below naked eye visibility. This is a tele-
scopic image I took on the evening of the 6th April when the comet was 
120 million miles away. The picture has been computer enhanced to em-
phasise its faint anti-tail. It is hoped that another comet (comet Ison) late 
this year, will put on a much better display, fingers crossed.  

Sean Clarke  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

May 

Wednesday 1st 7.30 p.m.  Parish Council A.G.M. in the school 

Monday 6th 9.30 a.m.       Madrigals from the Church Tower   

Saturday 11th 3.30 pm Royal British Legion cycle ride through village 

Tuesday 14th 2.30 p.m.   W.I.  Resolutions Meeting 

Sunday 19th 10.30am.   Village Tidy-up - Meet on the Upper Green. 

Sunday 19th   Vertebrate Watch (see page 10 ) 

Monday 20th  9.10am School Family Service 

Monday 20th 7.30 p.m.       Gardening Club  -  A Gardening Forum 

Tuesday 21st  Morning School Children May Dancing around the Village 

Tuesday 21st 7.30 p.m.       History Society   “The Story of the Falkland Islands 

    and Conflict of 1982” Air Vice- Marshall David  

    Crwys-Williams (see page 5) 

Saturday 24th 8.00 p.m.        Bingo in the Playing Fields Clubhouse 
 

June 

Wednesday 5th  Parish Council meeting in the school 

Thursday 6th  6.30pm Fete collections and sorting in Bernard Hall 

Saturday 8th 7.00 pm  “CountryBoys Struggle” – (see page 6) 

Tuesday 11th 2.30pm WI -  A talk by Mrs. J. Molyneux about the Brill  

    Windmill Restoration. 

Monday 17th 6.00pm Gardening Club  - Wine and Cheese Party at The 

    Old Rectory 

Wednesday 19th  2.00 pm History Society - Visit to Chenies Manor House and 

    Gardens 

Saturday 22nd 4.00 am Ruby Small Sunrise walk from Lower Green 

Friday 28th  5.00 pm  School Celebration, Junior Site, Dinton 

Sunday 30th TBC  Gardening Club - Visit to Sudeley Castle 

 
 

July 
Saturday    13h          Cuddington’s Seaside Fete 
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Take part in The Cuddington Garden Vertebrate Watch on Sunday May 19th 

2013 
And contribute to knowledge about our village, and to our natural history records. 
You will find a form in this issue for recording mammals, birds, reptiles and amphibians in their gar-

dens, or on a piece of open ground nearby on the weekend of May 18th. This is our 

third year and we are building up a picture of Cuddington wildlife over time: you 

can see the results for 2011 and 2012 on the Cuddington Website at http://

www.cuddingtonvillage.com/view-page.php?pid=81. 

This being the third year, we should start to see a picture develop, and in particular 

it will be interesting to see if the bad weather in 2012 has had an effect on garden 

birds and other wildlife. Please do take part as the more that do so, the better the 

picture that we can build. 

NB. Please do put the exact location (postcode, map reference or description) on the 

form when you return it. 
 

The Countryside This April 

Over the past forty or so years, our springs have, on average, been getting earlier: 

the result is that events like plants flowering and birds mating, have now advanced 

by eleven days. However, that is not the case this year, and as I write this on April 

10th, the countryside looks more like February than April.   

 Most tree buds are still completely closed, whereas last year a lot were coming into leaf. 

 Snowdrops are still in flower, and have been since February, which is very unusual whilst daffodils that 

flowered early last year are still closed (the smaller, early flowering narcissi are in flower). 

 Bird nesting is still at an early stage and birds are having difficulty finding enough food because worms 

and insects have been killed by floods followed by a long freeze. To my ears, there is less of a dawn chorus 

than we'd expect. 

 Grass is growing now, but has been held back along with most crops that are far behind last year. Our 

weather is becoming less changeable but more dramatic: we are getting stuck in weather patterns for 

lengthy periods and the contrasts tend to be greater than we are used to.  For instance, over an inch of a rain 

in one day was almost unheard of until recent times but now happens quite frequently. The root cause is 

probably the warming Arctic, whose ice has become greatly diminished in an accelerating trend with un-

predictable outcomes. 

For me as a naturalist and photographer, the past 

twelve months have been disappointing because, 

compared to the previous couple of years, it has 

been much more difficult to find butterflies and 

other insects, which reduces the number of birds, 

and flooded fields prevent anything from growing 

and hinder access. Then the long cold winter that 

has been so hard on wildlife and livestock has 

made things worse, and the many days of grey 

skies made it hardly worth venturing out. 

It is warming up now and I have seen a few brim-

stone butterflies, that are normally early starters, 

and am on the lookout for orange tips and the pea-

cock butterflies emerging from hibernation as well 

as signs of bird nesting.  

Down at Cuddington Meadows, the emerging 

plants around the spring seem to be comprised of 

nettles, cleavers, dock and little else at this point. I 

will be meeting with the Waddesdon Estates ecol-

ogists to discuss how we can create a more varied 

flora that will encourage wildlife. 

Doug Kennedy (doug@doug-kennedy.com) 

  Services at St. Nicholas   
 (Churchwardens: David Benson 01296 433757 &  

Graham Carr  290000 ) 

May  2013 
 

5th              10 am   HOLY COMMUNION  
  A modern Communion Service with hymns. The children 

         go to Sunday Special  for part of the service 
 

12th  10 am  CHRISTIAN AID FAMILY SERVICE  

         A service for all ages, including lively hymns, 

              with the involvement of young musicians. 
      

19th     10 am  HOLY COMMUNION 

    A less formal modern Communion Service with hymns 

   The children go to Sunday Special for part of the Service  
 

26th        10 am MORNING WORSHIP 
     A service of worship and the word, with a mixture of 

   traditional and modern hymns. The children go straight 

   to Chattabox and the Grid in the Bernard Hall at 9.50 a.m.  

   11.15 am   HOLY COMMUNION 
    A communion service with hymns, according to the  

                 Book of Common Prayer. 
 

There is a service at 5.30 pm each Sunday at Cuddington 

Methodist Church.  

 

Snowdrops in April 

http://www.cuddingtonvillage.com/view-page.php?pid=81
http://www.cuddingtonvillage.com/view-page.php?pid=81

