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Early Spring Events 

Recently Cameron & Co announced the end of their concept for the 

BIG SOCIETY. It would appear there is no appetite in the UK to partic-

ipate in any meaningful way of bringing communities closer together. A 

premise, we in Cuddington thought might not apply to us... 
 

At the inaugural meeting of the 2013 Village Fête Committee, only four 

villagers put themselves forward to form the Fête Committee, which 

plans and organises the focus of the village and raises significant sums 

for a number of local charities and societies.  

 

Continued on page 4... 

Village Fête 2013 in Jeopardy? 

Parish Supper in the  

Bernard Hall 
 

Saturday 9th February, 7 for 7.30pm 
 

See page 2... 

Cuddington Social Club 
Quiz Night 

 

Saturday 9th February at 7.30pm 
with tables of 6 

 

Cost £6 per person to include supper  
(Pre-booked tables only please.) 

 

To reserve a table contact  
Lorraine Ray 290606 

Cuddington Methodist Church 
 

LIFE FOR LIFE MINISTRIES 
invites you to an Ellel Ministries teaching 

day with David Cross 
 

FREEDOM FROM FEAR AND ANXIETY 
 

Saturday 23rd February from 10am - 5.15pm 

Cost £20 includes coffee, lunch and tea. 
For further information or a booking form, 
please contact Jill Royston 01296 748339 
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The Revd Jonathan Hawkins writes 
February, the second month in the year will already be here by the time you get to read this. 

So I hope that your year has started well and that your New Year’s Resolutions are still in 

hand! But if not, February is an opportunity for a fresh start as well! 

 

February comes from the Latin Februalia, a ritual of purification, which is where the idea of a spring clean comes 

from. So, time to get scrubbing, beat the carpet with a brush and chase the mice from the cupboards! Oh, and by the 

way, while you are cleaning out the cupboards, don’t forget that rich foods don’t need to go back in the cupboard 

because its time for a fast. 

 

Yes, February brings the start of the period of time known in the church calendar as Lent, a period in which people 

prepare themselves for Holy Week and Easter, often by giving up on chocolate and other rich foods, symbolising 

the fasting that was the traditional way to prepare. Good for both the body and spirit. 

 

This year, Ash Wednesday, falls on 13th February and we will be marking that day by a Communion Service at St 

Mary’s, Haddenham at 8pm, to which all are invited. 

 

Lent is not just a good time to prepare oneself for Easter by cutting back on things that we might consider luxuries, 

but it is also a good time to be starting to think about things to plant in the garden, to be harvested through the 

spring and summer and into the autumn. Plants that will nurture us, strengthen us and help us to feel content. Just 

like working our way through Lent helps us to prepare our hearts and minds, and renews our relationship with God, 

which will help to carry us through the rest of spring, into the summer and on to the autumn and winter spiritually.  

 

Enjoy your spring cleaning and may God bless you and keep you. 

Thought for the Month 
 

Beccy Herbert (wife of our curate) 

invites you to spend time in Bible 

study with other women.  It will be a 

time to share thoughts and opinions 

and to pray.  
 

This is a fascinating  course studying 

the book of Daniel. Beth Moore, the 

compiler of the course,writes, ”I make 

you two promises based on the author-

ity of the Word of God: you will nei-

ther waste your time nor become 

bored”. 
 

To register your interest, or to find out 

more information, please contact  

Beccy Herbert at: 

beccyherbert@ymail.com or telephone 

on 01844 292513.  

 

This may 

be a day-

time and/

or even-

ing group 

dependent 

on inter-

est. 
 

 

The ever-popular Parish Supper will be held this year on Saturday February 9th  

at 7 for 7.30 p.m. in the Bernard Hall. As always,  there is no charge, but dona-

tions are invited to cover the expenses of the food and wine and to send a contri-

bution to Christian Aid for their work among some of the world’s very needy 

people. 
 

Admission is by tickets which are obtainable from Myles and Carolin Saker 

(291825). 
 

Everyone is invited to enjoy a pleasant chat, good food and what promises to be 

an interesting talk by the Ven. Dr Gordon Kuhrt who is an author and who as an 

archdeacon  was in charge of ministry selection in the Church of England before 

retiring to Haddenham a year ago.  

 

 

Guests 

at last 

year’s 

supper 

mailto:beccyherbert@ymail.com
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A Service of Thanksgiving for the life of Ted Ferris was held in St. Nicholas 

Church on Wednesday, December 19th.  
 

After living in Cuddington for over 60 years Ted had moved to Norfolk in 2006 to 

be near his family and it was there that he died. 

This service, taken by the Vicar, was followed by interment of his ashes near those 

of his wife Gladys. 
 

It was very fitting that the service should be held in St.Nicholas as it was there that 

Ted was married while on leave from the Navy. After the war he was a regular 

worshipper in the church and an enthusiastic and valued member of the bell ring-

ing team. He was well known for his good singing voice, for his acting in Nativity 

plays and for carrying the Royal British Legion Flag in Remembrance services.  
 

During his very many years on the PCC Ted kept an eagle eye on the fabric of the 

church and often used his building skills to perform minor repairs. The other building whose fabric had benefitted greatly 

from Ted’s care over the years was the Bernard Hall. Ted had been a member of the 

Management Committee, often its Chairman, and in later years had been made a Trustee.  

Ted’s concern for the life of the village was shown in the work he did as Chairman of the 

Allotment Society, and particularly by all the assiduous work he put in as a long-time 

member of the Parish Council, for many years as Chairman or Vice-Chairman. 
 

In addition to all he did for the village Ted spent much time supporting the work of  

BLESMA and the Royal British Legion for which he obtained his MBE  yet still time 

was found to help his daughter, Ann, with the Ferris Foundation she had set up to help 

young people handicapped like her son Richard. 

The Bernard Hall, where refreshments were served after the service, held many happy 

memories of Ted. It was here that his MBE was celebrated and a party for his 80 th birth-

day was held. 
 

We can look back with pleasure to Ted’s friendliness and to all he did for the village.  

Because of the weather the meeting on 

22 January had to be postponed.  

 

The A.G.M. will now be at 7.15pm on 

Tuesday 19 February.  
 

This will be followed by Paul Cham-

berlain’s illustrated talk on a prison 

for enemy combatants during the Na-

poleonic Wars.   

 

The prison, at Norman Cross near 

Peterborough, housed soldiers and 

seamen captured during many battles 

of the time.  In July 2009 Channel 

Four’s Time Team undertook an ar-

chaeological excavation and uncov-

ered a vast amount of material.   

 

Paul was one of the consultants to the 

programme as he had researched a 

study of prisoners of war published as  

 

“Hell upon Water: Prisoners of War in 

Britain 1793 – 1815”. 

 

 

George Green was undoubtedly one of the most successful entrepreneurs to be a 
native son of Cuddington.  He was born in 1836 in ‘The Crown’, the eldest son of 
Robert and Mary Green.  George’s mother and father were innkeepers, but were 
also a lacemaker and a carpenter respectively. 
 
The young George followed his father’s craft as a carpenter, but any promise 
was stifled by his heavy drinking.  However, in 1859 he married Sarah Alcock 
from Winchendon Mill.  Shortly before Sarah was to give birth to their first child, 
George left Cuddington to walk to London to seek his fortune.  Legend has it that 
he only had two and sixpence in his pocket. 
 
However, his prospects speedily changed for the better.  He renounced his drink-
ing after an encounter in the city with members of the Salvation Army – possibly 
with their leader, General Booth.  For the rest of his life George remained strict-
ly teetotal and ginger beer was his staple drink.  George soon found profitable 
work.  He was one of the builders of the palatial Grand Hotel in Brighton.  His 
skills were put to good use as the later Victorian era was a boom time for build-
ing and he was employed in the construction of a variety of shops, houses, rail-
way stations, warehouses and office blocks.  George also built a home for his 
growing family in Clapton which he named “Cuddington House”.  Sarah was to 
have seven children in all. 

            
Eventually in 1884 the Green family returned to Cuddington and George built a 
house in Spurt Street which he named “Clapton House”.  His initials were 
proudly displayed on the front.   

Continued on page 4... 
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Continued from page 3… 
 

This house showed many of George’s trademark features with its brick construction, ornate ironwork and a glass-roofed ve-
randa.  The Green family could be forgiven for relishing their success.  George had returned to his birthplace as a successful 
master builder after leaving twenty years before as a wastrel living in a tiny attic below the thatched roof of The Crown. 

 
However, George was restlessly ambitious and soon he and his family 
moved to Chearsley to live in a fine new Green construction grandly named 
“Chearsley House”.  This pattern of life was soon repeated when before 
long the family moved to Haddenham. 
 
George Green now began to enlarge his business interests – he moved into 
real estate and purchased two farms in Haddenham and prospered as a 
farmer.  He quickly realised that mechanisation was the key to farming suc-
cess.  The steam-driven engine was replacing horse-power.  George em-
braced this development.  Soon he established a notable and profitable engi-
neering business. 
 

Never one to rest on his laurels, George now speculated with the purchase of tracts of land on the outskirts of Haddenham.  It 
was an open secret that railway construction was in the offing and a main line from London to Birmingham was mooted.  
Indeed this railway was opened for passenger traffic in 1906 and George reaped a considerable profit from the sale of land. 
 
George retired in 1913, leaving many profitable business ventures to his succes-
sors.  His career had been colourful and highly successful.  His shrewd business 
brain and restless energy had resulted in a true rags to riches story.  George 
died in 1920 and Sarah in 1926.  It is fitting that they are buried in the Cudding-
ton Baptist Chapel graveyard.  They had been the first couple to be married 
there and later, when he came back to the village, George was a regular wor-
shipper, lay reader and generous benefactor.  

Peter Wenham 

“Clapton House”, Spurt Street 

Continued from front page….. 
 

There are a number of Fête stalwarts that the village relies on year in year out 

to do certain tasks or run and manage their own stalls and we appreciate their 

contribution. It the planning, organisation and leg-work (collecting, sorting, 

storing, delivering, fixing and moving) that requires people resources in prepa-

ration for the day. Although we are grateful to the four who put themselves 

forward, it is not sufficient to ensure an effective fete this 

year the minimum required is 6-8 with the back-up of a reliable task force to 

share some of the workload. 
 

We appreciate, many villagers get involved on the day, but we need a hard-

core team to organise, plan and ensure everything happens as it should. It is 

not an onerous task, and the key to its success is to share the workload, have 

fun, meet neighbours and ensure a lively community! 
 

This is therefore one last plea to all villagers to think about whether they’d be 

prepared to give their support and a bit of time to make it happen, otherwise, regretfully, the Fête will be cancelled for 2013, 

the first time in well over 50 years. 
 

If this ‘bothers’ you and after some consideration you feel able to contribute in a small way, please contact either Mark Lam-

bert 01844 698928 or Karen Clayton on 01844 290404 so we can commence plans to ensure Cuddington continues its tradi-

tion of putting on ‘the best fete’ in the area. In the words of Cameron, “We are all in this together”. 

Mark Lambert 

 

Cuddington Baptist Church 

 

Village Fête 2013 in Jeopardy? 

Singer, songwriter Labi Siffre opening 

the fete in 1987 
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The Gardening Club’s Annual Social evening, which took place on7th January, 

was very well attended and enjoyed by everyone.  The evening started with 

Bucks Fizz and smoked salmon canapés and then we watched a presentation of 

the outings made by the Gardening Club during 2012. 
 

The first outing was to Batsford Arboretum 

in Gloucestershire where we saw, amongst 

other things, Japanese flowering cherries 

and wonderful magnolias.   
 

A local highlight was the Windmill Hill 

Archive Centre built round its inner court-

yard; one building housing the Rothschild 

Foundation and on the other side archive 

storage, a reading room/library and seminar 

room.  It also houses Lord Rothschild’s art 

and sculpture collection.   
 

The third outing was to Homelands in Ellesborough on a sunny afternoon in 

June.  It is part of the National Garden Scheme and covers ¾ of an acre with 

many interesting features, including sculptures and statues placed in different 

areas of the garden. 
 

Once again we are indebted to Elsie for her time in organising a lovely and in-

formative presentation, for setting the quiz and co-ordinating the whole evening. 

Thank you Elsie.  
 

This was followed 

by a finger buffet 

and a quiz, which 

always goes down 

well and always 

competitive! This 

year’s was won by 

the team calling 

themselves The Op-

timists (rather ap-

propriately named!) 

consisting of Robert 

and Maureen Bates, 

Christine Payne, Jean Watson and Brenda Braybrook. 
 

The next meeting of The Gardening Club will be on Monday 4th  February, start-

ing with the AGM and followed by Tony Clear talking about "Spetchley Park" 

in Worcestershire. 

Batsford Arboretum 

 

 

Winning Quiz Team - The Optimists 

To help you get even more out of the Cud-
dington village website, two great new 
features have just been added. 
 
Firstly, each page now has buttons that let 
you share the page on Facebook, Twitter, 
Google+ or Pinterest.  Share Cuddington’s 
news with all your friends on the web! 
 
Secondly, there’s a new panel on the 
Home page listing the five most recent 
articles to be posted on the website.  So 
you don’t have to scan through all the 
‘inside’ pages to find the latest news. 
 
If you haven’t visited the website recently, 
take a look: 
 

www.cuddingtonvillage.com 

Yes, we have started already - 

we need prizes and goods for 

stalls at this year’s fete! 

 

Unwanted Christmas presents, 

toys, books, baskets and clothes 

- any good quality items that 

need a new home after your 

spring cleaning. 

 

Please drop off at Denise’s or 

call Karen Clayton on 290404. 

Well known in Cuddington for his work on 

‘Greener Cuddington’ and as a Parish Coun-

cillor, Doug Kennedy is  a great lover of the 

Chiltern countryside. He takes his camera with 

him on walks and runs around the area and  

has captured many beautiful images. Recently, 

after putting together some of his work, his 

friends and the team at The Bookhouse in 

Thame suggested he should publish a book. 
 

After investing a lot of time and some money in producing the book, it was launched just before 

Christmas and sold at Cuddington Stores as well as other book shops and retailers in the local 

area. Doug has recently been commissioned to produce images for the Kings Arms in Old Amer-

sham following his success with ‘Chiltern Landscapes’ and we look forward to seeing more of his 

work soon. 

Front Cover  

 

 

Henley Eyot with geese   
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Restoration of our thatch of the Grade II listed, 17th Century 

pub started at the beginning of September. The team of 

thatchers from Newbury removed the top part of the old 

thatch and replaced it with approximately five tonnes of new 

triticale straw from Devon.   
 

Barney Bardsley and his partner have been thatching for over 

thirty -five years and mainly undertake renovation work 

throughout the year. They occasionally find old tools and 

clay pipes left by previous workers. The new thatches last from twenty-five to 

thirty years depending on the location of the building and its exposure to the ele-

ments. 
 

The thatchers’ signature mark is the ridge along the top of the roof, this was a 

tradition which started in 

Victorian times with 

elaborate patterns being 

introduced as a way of 

advertising their skills. 

Before Christmas the 

Crown was re-painted 

both internally and exter-

nally and the contempo-

rary new sign was hung. 

At the beginning of 

the January meeting 

members were told 

that Rosemary Brad-

bury, newly elected to the Committee, 

was to become Assistant Secretary and 

that Lynne Ashby had been co-opted to 

organise the tea rota. 
 

For many years now it has been the 

custom for Peggy Cattell to give the 

first talk of the year and the 2013 

meeting was no exception. Her topic 

for this talk was Jane Austen’s   

“Emma”, with emphasis on the au-

thor’s skill in writing her novel. Her 

subtle linking of her 

three main themes 

(those of the three 

romances) was 

pointed out and the 

unobtrusive way in 

which she gradually 

built up a picture of 

the locality and the 

customs surround-

ing her main char-

acters. In addition Jane Austen’s won-

derful skill in dialogue was empha-

sized. The distinctive tones of Mr 

Woodhouse, Mrs Elton and above all 

of  Miss Bates  not only provided hu-

mour but played their part in the devel-

opment of the story. 

Peggy’s enthusiasm for the novel made 

this an absorbing talk, for which the 

appreciation of all was expressed by 

Helen Griffin in her vote of thanks. 

 “SWEET MUSIC IS SUCH ART    

    KILLING CARE AND GRIEF OF HEART” 
 

especially when the music is by Strauss and 
played by the Manor House Quartet in St 
Nicholas Church as it was on the19th Janu-
ary.   
 

In spite of Antarctic conditions the church was virtually full to hear the pro-
gramme of Viennese music played by  this talented and versatile string quartet, 
popular visitors to our village. The music soon made the audience forget about 
the weather. The opening tune was from Die Fledermaus, followed by a polka. 
Had the audience not been anxious to observe decorum in their village church 
they would undoubtedly have been dancing in the aisles. 
 

Tales From The Vienna Woods came next, then Brahms’ Hungarian Dance – 
Brahms being a great admirer of the Strauss’s music. 
The quartet played most of the big hits, Trish-Trash polka, Blue Danube, Pizzica-
to Polka. Then, after a break for drinking and gossip, the quartet were back at 
work. Tunes by a few outsiders were performed: Joseph Lanner’s gallop, a selec-
tion from Lehar’s Merry Widow, Schrammel’s Art of Nature, Schubert’s Marche 
Militaire. 
 

After  more from the Merry Widow the quartet finished with a realistic Thunder 
and Lightening polka during which many members of the audience probably 
wished the had brought their brollies. 
 

The multi-talented David Benson topped and tailed the show, thanking the audi-
ence for struggling out against the snow (it was certainly worth it), those respon-
sible for the catering (delicious as ever), and of course the quartet themselves. 
May we see them again soon. 

John Fortgang  

 

 

Sunday March 10th  

6 - 7 pm 
 

 A concert will be given by a unique 

and versatile ensemble...Duo Armande 

which was formed in 2000 by  the two 

professionals  Claire Hawkes clarinet 

(well known in Cuddington) and 

Shulah Oliver viola/violin. 
 

 

They duo will be playing "Musical Mo-

saics" - from Mozart,  Ragtime and 

Blues and a Mystery Medley.   

 
 

Tickets £10 (children £5)  are obtaina-

ble from Myles Saker, Rose Cottage, 

Spurt Street tel.291825 
 

 

There will be canapés and drinks. The 

proceeds will go to the Kampala Music 

School Appeal. 
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February 
 

Monday      4th       7.30 p.m.        Gardening Club  AGM and talk on  

     Spetchley Park Gardens 

Wednesday  6th       7.30 p.m.        Parish Council Meeting 

Saturday       9th     7 for 7.30 p.m. Parish Supper, Bernard Hall  (see page 2) 

Saturday       9th     7.30p.m.        Quiz Night at Cuddington Social Club 

Tuesday       12th   2.30 p.m.        W.I.  Talk on Botanical Painting by Mrs.  

     Peggy Verrall 

Tuesday       19th    7 15 p.m.          History Society AGM  and talk by Paul  

     Chamberlain (see page 3) 

Saturday      23rd     From 10 a.m.   Teaching Day at Methodist Church 

Saturday      23rd     8.00 p.m.        Bingo in Cuddington Social Club 

 

March 
 

Monday       4th      7.30 p.m.        Gardening Club  Talk by Peter Sheasby _  

     Spring in South Africa  

Wednesday  6th       7.30 p.m.        Parish Council Meeting 

Sunday        10th    6-7 p.m.             Concert in St. Nicholas  

Tuesday       12th   2.30 p.m.      W.I.  Talk by April Benson on “Women’s 

     Aid” 

Thursday     14th    2.30 p.m.         Gardening Club Outing   “A Daffodil Walk 

     at Hartwell House” 

Tuesday      19th    7.30 p.m.       History Society. Talk by Dr. Tony Maisey 

     on “A History of Medicine” 

Friday          29th     2-3 p.m.         Good Friday Meditation 

Saturday      30th    8.00 p.m.        Bingo in Cuddington Social Club 

 Snow covered Spurt Street 

If Winter comes, 

Can Spring be far behind?

( Percy Bysshe Shelley 

  1792-1822) 

November & December 2012 
 

November was colder than average 

and although December began cold, 

with a light dusting of snow on the 

5th, overall, the month was warmer 

than average due to the preponder-

ance of cloudy nights which helped 

keep the heat in. Sunshine during 

November was close to average but 

December’s sunshine was significant-

ly above. 

  

Daytime maximum air temperatures 

in November and December averaged 

9.4 deg C (49F) and 8.0 deg C (46F) 

respectively; their respective 12 year 

averages are 10.4 deg C (51F) and 

7.0 deg C (45F). Night time air mini-

mum temperatures averaged 3.2 deg 

Celsius (38F) and 1.8 deg C (35F) 

respectively; their respective long 

term averages are 4.0 deg C (39F) 

and 1.4 deg C (34F).  
 

The actual highest day time air maxi-
ma, for November and December, 
occurred on the 13th (14.1 deg C, 
57F) and 22nd

 (12.5 deg C, 55F) re-
spectively. The actual lowest day time 
air maxima occurred on the 30th (2.6 
deg C, 37F) and 12th(minus 0.1 deg 
C, 32F), respectively. 
 

The actual highest night time air min-
ima occurred on the 14th (9.4 deg C, 
49F) and 29th (10.5 deg C, 51F), 
respectively. The lowest night time air 
minima for the two months occurred 
on the 30th (minus 3.6 deg C, 26F) 
and 12th (minus 6.0 deg C, 21F) re-
spectively. 
  
November received a total of 68.51 
hours of bright sunshine; the long 
term average is 70.7 hours. December 
received 67.21 hours of bright sun-
shine, the average is 53.8 hours. 

 

Continued on page 8... 

Winter Sunshine 

Twenty or more Cuddington children, toddlers and babies enjoyed the Tic Toc 

Christmas party at the Playing Fields Club on Friday 14th December.    

Father Christmas managed a visit and the children were thrilled to have their 

names called out and be given an early present. Afterwards there were games and 

party food and a good time was had by all. Tic Toc would like to thank the Fete 

Committee for their donation which subsidised some of the costs of running the 

group. Tic Toc runs on Friday afternoons at 3.15pm in the  Playing Fields Club. 
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Services at St. Nicholas 
(Churchwardens: Graham Carr, 290000and David Benson, 01296 433757)  

  

 
February 

 
3rd 10am  HOLY COMMUNION 
A modern Communion service with hymns. The children go to “Sunday Spe-
cial” for part of the service. 
 
 

10th 10am  FAMILY SERVICE 
A service for all ages, including lively hymns, with the involvement of young 
musicians and occasional drama. 
 
 
 

17th 10am  HOLY COMMUNION 
A less formal modern communion service with hymns. The children go to 
“Sunday Special” for part of the service. 

21st 5.00pm Tea and Prayer 
 
24th  10am  MORNING WORSHIP 
A service of worship and the word, with a mixture of traditional and modern 
hymns. Children go straight to Chattabox and the Grid in the Bernard Hall at 
9.50am 

  

 11.15am HOLY COMMUNION 
A Communion service with hymns according to the Book of Common Prayer. 

 
 

There is a service at 5.30 pm every Sunday evening at Cuddington 
Methodist Chapel. 

  
Village Voice is published by the 

Cuddington Parochial Church Council as a ser-
vice to the community 

 
Editorial Team 

Peggy & Nan Cattell - 291313 
e-mail: Cattelln@aol.com 
Chris Blumer - 290647 

e-mail: chrisblumer@blumer.co.uk 
Karen Clayton - 290404 

e-mail: info@porkandginger.co.uk 
John Fortgang - 291880 

e-mail: johnfortgang@googlemail.com 
For advertising, please contact: 

Felicity Hilder - 290951 
Caroline Thompson - 291485 

A Happy New Year to you all. 
 

It was really good to be able to welcome three new children into the 

school at the beginning of this term. It is always so positive to feel that 

the school is being well attended and supported! 
 

We are all most grateful to the Cuddington Fête Committee; as a result 

of its most generous donation to the school we have very recently in-

stalled a “story telling chair” and benches on the playing field on the 

Infant site. It is a lovely additional feature for the outside area which 

the children will get so much pleasure from. 
 

We are also going to install some new equipment for the children at 

the front of the site in the Foundation play area, which will add hugely 

to their learning experiences at school. 
 

We have a new lunchtime supervisor who started this term, Mrs 

Sampson, and we are very pleased to have her as part of our team. 
 

Our Foundation year are about to go on a trip to study dinosaurs in 

Oxford and at the other end of the school our Year 5 and 6 children are 

thoroughly enjoying being introduced to Shakespeare which is now 

part of their curriculum. 
 

Work on the rebuilding of the Junior site is advancing well and we 

look forward to being able to give a full report and description once it 

is fully completed. 

Mrs Kim Price, Headteacher 

Continued from page 7…. 

  
Total rainfall for November amounted to 73.7 

mm (2.90 in); the 14 year average is 64.6 mm 

(2.54 in). December’s total was 95.5 mm (3.76 

in); the 14 year average is 59.9mm (2.36 in). 

Cuddington’s total rainfall for 2012 amounted 

to 868.6 mm (34.20 in), the 14 year long term 

average is 654.9 mm (25.78 in).  

 

The previous highest total in my 14 year  rec-

ord occurred in 1998 (796.1mm, 31.34 in), 

2000 (786.8mm, 30.98 in), 2002 (766.8 mm, 

30.19 in), 2007 ( 727.1 mm, 28.63 in) and 

2006 (713.0 mm, 28.07 in). 

 

To look back even further requires using Ox-

ford’s long running rainfall series, records 

began in 1853. Oxford is close enough to Cud-

dington to give a very good comparison, espe-

cially for yearly totals. During that last 159 

years, excluding 2012, the highest ever rec-

orded occurred in 1958 (800.2 mm, 31.50 in). 
  
I can confidently say that 2012 was Cudding-

ton’s wettest year in at least the last 159 years. 
 

Sean Clarke 

 

Flooded fields 


