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The larger towns have some shops, pubs and cafes but the smaller ones may not even have a pub 
although those on or very near the route are normally mentioned within the walk description as 
landmarks. The route goes right around Aylesbury so the villages are served by roads that radiate 
out so most have a bus service if you wish to walk the sections from village to village but it is im-
portant to check bus times in advance as routes and timetables are subject to frequent changes. 
Should you wish to walk the route as a series of circular walks and drive by car to your start point 
then we have indicated where there are places to park but these do not include on road parking 
although there is some in most villages. A P£ on the map indicates a pay car park and a P indicates 
a normally small free parking area such as a car park, lay-by or, a firm off-road area used for park-
ing which may be limited. 

Updating the Guide 
We hope that all the information in this guide is correct but mis-
takes can be made and there can also be changes on the ground. 
So if anyone finds an inaccuracy, an anomaly, a change or a 
problem on the route then please e-mail our OAR Path Warden 
at pathwarden.aylesburyramblers@gmail.com so that the matter 
can be addressed. 

Finally 
We hope you enjoy the walks. If you are not already a member 
of the Ramblers, why not join us at the Aylesbury & District 
Group. We are a friendly, informal group. Further information is 
available on our, regularly updated, website at www.aylesbury-
ramblers.org.uk . 
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An Introduction 

Summary   This route was conceived as one that would hold or visit the high or higher 

ground on the outside of another circular route the 32 mile “Aylesbury Ring”. Both are the 
product of Aylesbury and District Ramblers efforts and hopefully have and will continue to 
provide walkers with routes through the beautiful Buckinghamshire countryside for years to 
come. 

The objectives of this route were to showcase the countryside and villages of the panoramic 
Vale of Aylesbury and the edge of the Chiltern Hills with every high point featuring good 
views. There are 14 sections each with their own Walk Guide including  22 circular walks 
that cover the whole route and taken together they visit some 40 villages/settlements in all. 
Look out for the many information boards that it passes telling you about areas, villages, 
nature reserves and points of historical interest. 
 
The route is 53.4 miles (85.5 km), has a description and 
maps with at least a little information about each village 
that it goes through and some information about buses. It 
also highlights other circular walks that can be found 
close to the route. The route crosses the many roads that 
radiate out from Aylesbury so can be walked from village 
to village travelling by bus toand from the start and finish 
points. NB - Not all villages have buses and on some 
routes they are not frequent so check bus times in ad-
vance and plan your start and finish points according. It 
can also be walked over several days with a backpack or 
as a series of circular walks. Should a circular walk prove 
too short then try joining two walks together; likewise if it 
is too long then consider picking another suitable length 
route of your own from a map. 

Chilterns and Aylesbury Vale View 



 

 

 The Route  Starting from the edge of Wendover the route heads up towards the Hale turning 

up, into and right through Wendover Woods to descend back down Aston Hill to the Wendover arm 
of the Grand Union Canal. It then follows the canal and paths around Tring reservoirs to Marsworth 
where it continues along the Grand Union Canal as far as Horton Lock before heading towards 
Mentmore and then on to Wing via Ledburn. Leaving Wing by the church it then goes north west to 
the ridge that that heads across to Cublington and on to Whitchurch via Creslow Ridge. Leaving 
Whitchurch it heads out through Oving to North Marston and on to Quainton via Hogshaw and 
Quainton Hill before heading to Waddesdon.  
 
It then skirts Waddesndon Manor grounds and Lodge Hill to Wescott then on to the east to skirt the 
former site of Wescott airfield before heading up to Ashendon .  Leaving Ashendon the OAR heads 
to Chearsley, crosses the River Thame then down through Haddenham and on to Aston Sandford. It 
continues south east passing Owlswick and through Longwick before going to and through Princes 
Risborough to join the Ridgeway up to Whiteleaf Hill.  
 
It then follows the edge of the Chilterns to Cadsden on to Ellesborough and back to Wendover via 
the Boer War Monument on Coombe hill. So there it is, a glorious walk going along the undulating 
edge of the Chiltern Hills then on to the quiet easy walking of the waterways of the Grand Union 
Canal before going into the rolling countryside of the Vale of Aylesbury with its hills, valleys and 
flatlands, as well as visiting many of the areas delightful villages on the way. What could be better? 

 

 

Preparing for Your Walk 

It is suggested that you visit the main Ramblers website at www.ramblers.org.uk where you will 
find advice on all aspects of walking in some detail but a short summary of what you should consid-
er is: 

Firstly always adhere to the Country-
side Code which is really a matter of 
respecting the countryside, its landown-
ers, other users and nature in general 
including all animal and plant life 
whether wild or domesticated so as the 
saying goes leave only footprints. 

Make sure that you are properly 
clothed to protect you from the prevail-
ing weather conditions and carry water-
proofs, etc. in case the weather chang-
es. Remember there is no such thing as 
bad weather only inadequate clothing. 

Understand your route before you go 
so read the description, study the maps 
provided and your OS map so that you 
understand and can more easily follow 
the route. It is way marked but if you 
wander off the route course it will not 
be. 

Carry enough provisions and drinking 
water for the expected duration of your 
walk. Not drinking regularly makes you 
tired quicker and snacks keep your en-
ergy level up. 

Remember to carry a walking map and compass in case you wander off route. Whilst this route is 
not in the wilds and miles from civilisation some parts of it are quite remote and at best you will be 
inconvenienced if you lose your way. 

Quainton Cross and Windmill 

Sections 7 and 8 

How to use the walk Guides 
The maps used in the walk guides are taken from OS OpenData which is a 1:50000 scale mapping 
system that is free to use on the terms of the OS OpenData Licence at www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/
opendata/licence. It is perfectly adequate to illustrate the route and main features however it does 
not contain all the detail of OS Landranger or Explorer 1:25000 maps which are strongly recom-
mended. Use the walk description and the maps provided in conjunction with your walking map to 
fully benefit from your walk. In the walk guides you will find the basic route descriptions together 
with some information about points of interest and some history of the villages but much more 
can be gleaned from studying your OS map. 


