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Traditional  

Christmas Fayre  
Bernard Hall  

Saturday 17th 2-4.30pm 
Something for everyone: Father 

Christmas for the children; stalls 

selling a great variety of goods: 

some to tempt the appetite, others 

for Christmas presents. A welcome 

cup of tea will also be provided. 

 

CPFA Race Night  
Bernard Hall  

Saturday 17th at 7pm 
First Race 7.30 p.m. 

Contact Lorraine Ray (290606) or John 

Luckett (291491) 

for information and tickets. 

Remembrance Service 
Sunday, November 11th   

10 a.m. 
This service has been moved from the evening to the 

morning in the hopes that all ages can join together to 

honour the sacrifice of those who died in the wars of the 

last century, and the casualties of the present time.  Part of 

the service (weather permitting) will be held round the 

War Memorial in the churchyard which dates back to the end of the First World War. The photograph 

shows the crowd gathering for its inauguration in 1920, 2 years after the end of the war.  

 

Sunshine Club Outing 
BLOOMS GLOUCESTER 

GARDEN CENTRE 
Tuesday 6th November 9.30am - 6pm 

 

Coach leaves the Green at 9.30am. 

 Cost to non-members £10. 

Contact Elsie Willingham 290 266  

or Gwen Woodford 292 348. 

 

The Secret Garden 
Bernard Hall  

Friday 16th at 6.30pm 
Fusing circus, puppetry, film and 

music this is a magical journey be-

yond the door into the garden of im-

agination.  A story of unlocking 

hearts and minds, the redemptive 

power of nature and why some rules 

should be broken... 
 

Suitable for family audiences 5+.  

Tickets £10 (students and under-16s 

£8) from Elaine English, telephone 

01296 655698, or on the door. 

(For more details, see page 6) 
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David Benson writes… 
Well here we are in November – very nearly another year gone!  In truth, we have al-

ready had a precursor of November weather in October!  Damp, cold, days, and sodden 

leaves underfoot. Mist and gloom in the early morning and late afternoon; a sharper and 

colder tang to the air. Are you getting the message?  Feeling cold and depressed yet?  
 

Well, November is not the most cheerful of months is it?  A quick internet search revealed the title “November 

Rain” by Guns and Roses - all about a failing relationship. The lyrics include: ”Do you need some time on your 

own? Do you need some time all alone? Everybody needs some time on their own. Don’t you need some time 

alone?  And later: “Don’t you think that you need somebody? Don’t you think that we need someone? Everybody 

needs somebody.  You’re not the only one; you’re not the only one.”  Well it is true, there are times when we need 

time alone, and there are times when we definitely need someone to be alongside us. Of course the Christian will 

say that they always have someone alongside them, listening, guiding, encouraging, supporting – that is what the 

love of Jesus Christ brings to any relationship.  If you want to find out more, come along to the services in St Nich-

olas during November as we continue with the theme “The World Transformed by Christ”. 
 

And 11 Nov is Remembrance Sunday.  This is a day to reflect on war and terrorism in all of its aberrations.  A day 

to remember and show respect to those who have lost their lives or suffered grievous injury in the service of their 

country and to give thanks for the hard won freedoms we enjoy.  A time to remember the horror of war – the mass 

killing on the Western Front in 1914-1918 which effected nearly every village and hamlet in the country; the in-

volvement of both servicemen and civilians in the Second World War and then the distant war in Korea; more re-

cently  Iraq and Afghanistan . And many other smaller areas of conflict in which British forces have been engaged 

in recent years including Northern Ireland.  And this is not just a matter for the “older generations”. The weekly 

news includes details of the latest casualties in Afghanistan – to the point that it is a commonplace event – nothing 

exceptional – hardly news at all! And we have lots of brave young men and women so severely injured that in previ-

ous conflicts they would not have survived. Their courage and determination to overcome disabilities is frequently 

inspiring and at times incredible.  But they need care in the long term. So please think of them this November; re-

member those who participated in the Para-Olympics and those not able to achieve the same dizzy standards - and 

please give generously to the Poppy Appeal. On 11 November this year we will hold only one Remembrance Ser-

vice in St Nicholas Church starting at 10am and it is for everyone. Please find the time to come, and remember, and 

give thanks. And remember that the world can be transformed by Christ if only we are able to put his love and 

teaching into practice. 

Thought for the Month 
 

Cuddington’s contribution to the 

World’s Biggest Coffee Morning was 

a great success. The Clubhouse had 

been beautifully set out with some of 

Kevin’s dahlias on each table, and a 

mouth-watering array of cakes and 

other goodies was set out on the large 

table. In addition there was a variety of 

articles for sale and a vast selection of 

prizes for the raffle.  

Congratulations to all who had worked 

so hard to make the morning such a 

pleasant one for all the visitors. It was 

also very successful financially with 

over £186 to be sent to the Macmillan 

Nurses’ Fund. 

Sunday December 2nd at 

3.00 p.m. followed by  

refreshments 
The two photographs show some 

aspects of what happened last year. 

Do come to this interesting service 

even if you haven’t got a child to 

bring you! 

Singing by candlelight  at the 

Christingle service last year 

 

Model of 

the 

Christingle 

produced 

at last 

year’s  

service 
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£2,350 sent in aid of the 

Stoke Mandeville Hospital 

Bowel Cancer Appeal 
 

Scannappeal is a Buckinghamshire based charity raising money to buy high tech 

equipment for use by local patients. Over the 25 years of fundraising more than 

£8m has been collected to buy much needed equipment. 
 

A music concert was held in St Nicholas Church, Cuddington on Saturday, 6 

October 2012 in aid of the Stoke Mandeville Hospital Bowel Cancer Appeal in 

the presence of Patron of Scannappeal, The Countess of Buckinghamshire. 
 

The programme consisted of classical music, music from shows, and music in 

between with performers; Sheilagh Armitt (soprano), Debbie Alder (mezzo so-

prano) and Ian Westley (piano). 
 

In Lady Buckinghamshire’s words “the Church was warm and welcoming and 

during the interval all the people from the Village were so friendly.” 
 

The evening was an incredible success, not just for the amount of money sent to 

Scannappeal but also for the music performed, the friendliness of everyone and 

the enormous contribution made by the members of St Nicholas.   
 

60 people attended the concert and everyone was either connected to St. Nicho-

las Church or in some other way with Cuddington. 
 

I would like to thank everyone who contributed to the successful evening - those 

who performed and those who came to support me, those who came to support 

Scannappeal or those who just came for the music. Without you all joining in we 

could not have achieved so much, thank you. 

James Frost - Trustee 

 

A Musician’s  

Appreciation 
 

St Nicolas Church, 

Cuddington yet again 

proved an excellent 

venue for a singing 

recital. 

 

James Frost's warm 

introductory welcome 

set the scene for a de-

lightful soirée of vocal 

solos and duets. 

 

Sheilagh Armitt and Debbie Alder had put together an attractive and varied pro-

gramme from 17th Century songs to Show Time favourites.  

Their voices blended so well that at times as they passed phrases across it was 

difficult to know which of them was singing.. The hard work they had put into 

making a polished, musically thought through performance was evident -

from almost choir boy like sound to vicious cats in Rossini's Cat duet! 

 

Ian Westley accompanied with sensitivity and support whether playing the harp-

sichord on the Clavinova stop or as a full orchestra in operatic arias. 

Having started in Britain with duets by Purcell we ended on British Air-

ways with the famous Flower Duet by Delibes - the BA signature tune. 

 

The gracious evening was helped along by Cuddington's usual standard of cano-

pies and a glass of wine in the interval." 

Fiona Carr 

 

 

From left to right : Debbie alder, the Countess of 

Buckinghamshire, Ian Westley and Sheilagh Armitt  

St. Nicholas’s Church offers help to 

members of the village. 
    

The Friends from St. Nicholas have a 

number of volunteer drivers so if you 

need  transport to the Health Centre 

or to hospital then do contact  one of 

the following who will find a driver to 

take you:- Peggy or Nan Cattell 

(291313), Myles or Carolin Saker 

(291825), Jean Watson 9291595) 
 

If you are housebound and would like 

a visit or other help, if you would like 

us to pray for some particular need in 

the family or if you think we can help 

in any other way remember we are 

always ready to offer any assistance  
 

Please don’t hesitate to ask if you 

think we could help. 

Haddenham Village Hall, Friday 16th 

November, 1.30 to 3.30 p.m. 
 

This is a chance to find out more 

about the huge range of FREE ser-

vices available locally. 
 

Come and speak directly with the peo-

ple who provide these services. 
 

Admission is free, there is no need to 

book. Free drinks and cakes are pro-

vided. 
 

For transport to Haddenham contact 

“Friends from St, Nicholas”  (see be-

low)  
 

For more details telephone Lynne 

Maddocks at AVDC on 01296 585364. 

Peggy and Nan Cattell thank all the 

friends who contributed so generously 

thus enabling £550 to be sent to this 

worthy cause. 

Contributions to Tearfund  on the 

occasion of Peggy Cattell’s 90th 

birthday on October 7th  

http://images.all-free-download.com/images/graphiclarge/tearfund_72599.jpg
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Cuddington Youth Drama pre-

sents their third Sharing of Talent 

Show:  

Bernard Hall  

Saturday 1st December  

7.00 pm.   

Don’t miss the humour, grace, 

wit and wisdom of the 30-strong 

members of CYD. Sketches, 

songs, dance numbers and im-

provs will keep you smiling all 

evening.  Join us, enjoy wine and 

delicious canapés from Chris 

Randall, and feel happy about 

our next generation!  Tickets £5 

per person on the door.  See you 

there! 

As always the Bernard Hall provided the venue for  the annual Harvest Supper as de-
scribed below by John Fortgang. 
 

On the Sunday a beautifully decorated church welcomed the morning and evening con-
gregations who had the opportunity to thank God for His goodness and to remember the 
poor of the world who need our help. 
 

The school service on Monday morning provided another opportunity for gifts to be 
brought and the children added their thanks for the harvest. 
 

The final festive occasion came on Tuesday morning when 40 or so people enjoyed a coffee and chat. Gifts brought at the 
services were on display: including vegetables and fruit of all kinds and inviting packets of biscuits etc. O.A.P.’s were invited 
to choose a gift and others choose what they liked in exchange for a donation. These donations for the harvest goods  and for 
the coffee  resulted in £200 which was sent to Tearfund for their relief work in deprived countries. 
 

This was however not the only way in which the Harvest weekend provided for the needy, as innumerable gifts of tinned food 
were taken to the Vineyard Church’s Storehouse in Aylesbury to be given to the needy of that town.. The wonderful weekend 
provided enjoyment and also an opportunity for helping those in need’ 
 

Thanks to everyone who contributed in one way or another to make it a memorable Harvest Festival. 
 

Harvest Supper 
In former days the bringing in of the last load of the corn of the harvest was accompanied by the harvesters singing a Harvest 
Home  song and a generous farmer would provide a supper followed by general jollification.  Cuddingtonians are no longer 
required to don  smocks and shout “Oo-arr” to each other but we know how to give a good Harvest Supper. 

 

Our  annual Harvest Supper this year took place on Saturday 13th October 
in the Bernard Hall. Like all Cuddington events it was extremely well  sup-
ported and the hall was full. All the food was made by talented volunteers 
and naturally plenty of drink was available. 
 

Again like all Cuddington events a jolly atmosphere soon took root. David 
Benson welcomed us and then we were queuing up for said food, which 
was certainly of a high standard. After stuffing ourselves satisfactorily we 
sat back to be entertained.  
 

First up was  the Ven. Gordon Kurt, Archdeacon and   senior churchman, 
who gave us a short but very amusing talk, reminding us that we should 
always be prepared to thank God for all His gifts, not just at harvest time. 
 

Adrian Ripley read us an extract, very appropriately, from “Larkrise to Candleford”, and Mary Pritchard recited, firstly, 
“Caught and Bowled” by local poet Dennis Wright, well worth a read if you can track it down, and also one of her own 
works, “Harvest 2012”. 
 

We sang some suitable hymns, accompanied by our own favourite pianist, Jane Benson.  
All-in-all an enjoyable evening, and we all left for home and who knows, a harvest moon may well have smiled down on us.
   

John Fortgang 

 

 

The funds raised at this year’s fête will 

be distributed at the AGM on: 
 

Wednesday 28th November 

Playing Fields Club House at 

8.00pm. 
 

Please do come along if you would 

like to volunteer for the 2013 Commit-

tee as we are short of members and the 

village needs your support! 

 

We look forward to seeing you there. 

The Fête Committee 2012 
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Dawn Cumming returned to the History Society to talk on “Dante’s Florence”. 

We were not disappointed. 

 

Dante Alighieri was born in 

Florence 1265 into a minor 

aristocratic family. The au-

thor of the Divine Comedy, 

he wrote in the vernacular 

rather than Latin thus allow-

ing access to the work to all 

literate people. By doing so 

he is credited with being the 

Father of The Italian Lan-

guage. Famed for his love of 

Beatrice, whom he first saw 

in church when he was nine 

but probably never spoke to, 

he introduced the concept of 

chaste and courtly love to 

Italy. 

 

Florence was divided into conflicting factions, Dante siding with the Guelphs. He 

fought against the Ghibellines in the Battle of Campaldino in1289. Later the vic-

tors divided into the Black and the White Guelps, unfortunately Dante chose the 

White Guelps, the losing side.   

 

He took part in the political life of Florence and as a result he was exiled in 1301 

and although he was subsequently invited to return to Florence the conditions 

were such that he chose to remain in exile. During this time he wrote the Divine 

Comedy. Dante died in Ravenna in 1321where he is buried. 

 

Dante was married to Gemma di Manetto Donati with whom he had several chil-

dren. 

 

With this biographical background Dawn described a Florence contemporary 

with Dante’s life. A city whose wealth was built on textiles and banking, it was 

rapidly expanding, a third ring of city walls were built at the time. Most of the 

iconic renaissance buildings that define Florence today were not yet built, only 

the Baptistery of San Giovanni and the spire of the church of the Badia would 

have been recognisable to us.  The sky line was full of towers built by the aristoc-

racy for their safety, while the river Arno, crossed in the city by four bridges, was 

essential for the city’s commercial success. Dante was the first to describe the 

river from source to mouth, although he under- estimated the length. 

 

Florence was violent and dangerous.  It was a time of change, an exciting,  vi-

brant time. Not only was great literature written but Giotto led the artistic move-

ment to create a more naturalistic style to replace the formalised Romanesque. 

Dawn suggested that the glittering gold mosaics of the Baptistery were the inspi-

ration for Dante’s description of “Paradiso”. 

 

The talk was illustrated with slides and illuminated with Dawn’s enthusiasm. A 

lively question and answer session brought the evening to a close. 

 

I suspect I am not the only person who came away resolving to have another at-

tempt at reading “The Divine Comedy”. 

 

The next History Society talk is on Tuesday 20th  November at 7.30 p.m.      

Neil Rees on “The Czech Connection in Aylesbury Vale” 

Planting of 250 Carlton Daffodil bulbs 

along Aylesbury Road and Spicketts 

Lane took place at the beginning of 

October. 
 

Over 30 members attended the Octo-

ber meeting and were entertained by 

Dr Tony Maisey on "Is gardening good 

for you?" The talk was particularly 

humorous but with some serious points 

emerging, safety in the garden being 

paramount, the use of modified equip-

ment beneficial for preventing injuries, 

the mental aspect of gardening as a 

hobby, relaxing, enriching and helping 

the environment by encouraging wild-

life. 
 

He stressed the importance of educa-

tion in schools for children to be en-

couraged to understand food produc-

tion, the planning and preparation of 

growing plants and vegetables and the 

realisation that results are not instan-

taneous, but need time and patience! 
 

Our next meeting is on Monday 12th 

November at 7.30pm with Elsie Frost 

giving a talk and slide show on " Ex-

ceptional Gardens". 

 

For more details about the Gardening 

Club and our forthcoming events, 

please contact Elsie Frost on 01844 

290768. 

Some of the Gardening Club’s 

daffodil planting team 

 

http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-GBXNuuEoZww/ThEjQLhfDKI/AAAAAAAAA-c/cx8TLY8V1Y0/s1600/dante.jpg
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We have had a very interesting time in the school in 

the last few weeks. Our year 3 and 4 pupils went to 

the Ashmolean Museum to look at ancient Egyptian 

artefacts and some of you may have seen our year 1 

children walking around the village as part of their 

science topic. 

 

We also had an Ofsted inspection and are delighted to 

report that the school is now graded as Good. We 

were able to mention how well we were supported by 

the local community- so thank you to everyone that 

has contributed in some way. 

 

The children have continued to enjoy twice monthly 

assemblies led by the church. Our Infant harvest as-

sembly was a great success with David Benson and 

Graham Carr acting as Church mice, much to every-

one’s amusement.  The children all performed or said 

prayers. The harvest gifts from the children contribut-

ed to the food collection for the Vineyard and to the 

variety of fruit and vegetables the sale of which raised 

a staggering £200 for Tearfund.  A special thank you 

to the ladies who provide tea and biscuits for us on 

these occasions. 

 

Mrs K Price 

Headteacher 

What would you do if you found a key?  What would you do if you found the door 

that belonged to the key?  And what would you do inside a secret garden? 
 

Mary Lennox is lost and lonely. Sent away from her home in India, she finds her-

self in the wilds of Yorkshire in a vast mansion owned by a distant Uncle.  Soon 

the house begins to give up its mysterious stories, but can she find the key to the 

secret garden and discover what’s inside? 
 

This well-loved children’s classic will be brought to life at the Bernard Hall at 

6.30 pm on Friday, 16th November by the critically acclaimed, award-winning 

Proteus Theatre Company.  Fusing circus, puppetry, film and music this is a 

magical journey beyond the door into the garden of imagination.  A story of un-

locking hearts and minds, the redemptive power of nature and why some rules 

should be broken… 

 

Suitable for family 

audiences 5+.   

 

Tickets £10 

(students & under-

16s £8) from Elaine 

English, telephone 

01296 655698, or 

on the door. 

Now the churchyard has a 

brown bin we need to fill it, 

on a regular basis.  Work 

has already started, and 

collections have begun (for 

dates, see below).  But, as 

all gardeners know, plants 

keep growing – so the work 

continues.  If anyone has a 

spare hour or so we would be grateful if any of the following 

jobs could be undertaken.   
 

1. The bottom offshoots of the lime trees need to be removed.  

2. Ivy - never-ending really, but will be worse if it is never-

started!  But please be careful if working in the road. 

3.  The paved area in front of the west door needs weeding. 

4.  The path round the church probably needs weeding. 

5.  Leaves will need to be swept up. 
 

Please put any garden waste in the brown bin (or, if full, put on 

the compost heap; or take home). 
 

Monday 29th October          

Monday 12th November          

Monday 26th November 

Monday 10th December           

Monday 24th December 

Many thanks  Helen Keeping 

 

Elaine and John are pleased to an-
nounce a FREE prize Christmas Draw 

at your village shop. 
 

Every time you spend £10 or more in a 
single transaction (excluding tobacco 

and Post Office services), you are eligi-
ble for one entry into the draw. 

 
Qualifying period is:  

Monday 5th November  – Sunday 16th 
December. 

 
The draw will take place on Monday 

17th December 

Good, clean second hand toys 
urgently wanted for the Grid’s 
Toy Stall at the Christmas Fayre 
in the Bernard Hall on the after-
noon of Saturday 17 th Novem-
ber.  
If you can help please donate to 
James Giles or Caroline Stonham, 
leave at Holymans Farmhouse, or 
ring 292221 to arrange a collec-
tion. 

http://theclipartwizard.com/images/garden-tools.jpg
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September 2012 

September was rather cool with rainfall above 
average. The mean temperature for the month 
was 13.0 deg C (55F), a tad cooler than Sep-
tember 2001,13.1 deg C,(56F).  Daytime max-
imum air temperature in September averaged 
18.2 (65F), the long term average is 19.4 deg 
C (67F). Night time air minimum temperature 
averaged 7.7 deg Celsius (46F), the long term 
average is 9.7 deg C (50F). 
 

The actual highest and lowest day time air 
maxima occurred on 9th (26.3 deg C, 79F) 
and 23rd (12.9 deg C, 55F)respectively. The 
actual highest and lowest night time air mini-
ma occurred on the 10th (15.2 deg C, 59F) 
and 22nd (2.1 deg C, 36F) respectively. The 
lowest temperature just above the grass tips 
occurred at this time (minus 0.8 deg C, 31F). 
An early ground frost (Cuddington's first of 
the autumn) occurred on the morning of the 
19th (minus 0.4 deg C, 32F). 
Overall, sunshine amount was well above 
average; 150.83 hours of bright sunshine was 
recorded - the long term average is 139 
hours. However, it was not quite as sunny our 
September 2009 (163.7 hours). 
September received a total rainfall amount of 
65.3 mm (2.57in), a little above the long term 
average of 54.5 mm (2.15in). 

November 

Wednesday 7th    7.30 p.m.     Parish Council Meeting      

Sunday      11th    10.a.m.        Remembrance Service in St Nicholas 

Monday    12th    7.30 p.m.    Gardening Club: Elsie Frost giving a talk 

            & slide show on “Exceptional Gardens” 

Tuesday    13th     2.30 p.m.     W.I.  Talk by Maryon Pates on 

            “Casualty to A & E “  

Friday      16th     1.30-3.30 p.m.  Information Fair for Older People at  

            Haddenham Village Hall (see page 3) 

Saturday   17th     2.00 p.m.    Christmas Fayre in Bernard Hall  (see 

            front page) 

Saturday   17th     7.00 p.m.    CPFA  Race Night in Bernard Hall   

           (see front page) 

Tuesday    20th    7.30 p.m.        History Society  Talk by Neil Rees on 

        “The Czech Connection in Aylesbury Vale” 

Thursday  28h      8.00 p.m.       Fête AGM - Club House 

December 

Saturday     1st       7.00 p.m.     CYD Sharing of Talent Show (see page 4) 

Sunday       2nd     3.00 p.m.      Christingle Service, St Nicholas (see page 2) 

Monday      3rd    Afternoon     Gardening Club visit to Waddesdon Plant 

         Centre 

Wednesday 5th      7.30 p.m.       Parish Council Meeting 

Thursday     6th     2.00 p.m.      Sunshine Club  “Bring and Buy” in  

         Tyringham Hall 

Monday      10th   12.30 p.m.     Sunshine Club Christmas Party in Bernard 

          Hall 

Tuesday     11th     2.30 p.m.      W.I.  Annual General Meeting 

Wednesday 12th      1.00 p.m            Ladies who Lunch at the Crown 

Monday     17th        7.00 p.m.      Christmas in the Club 

Monday     24th     7.00 p.m.       Carols by Candlelight  in St. Nicholas  

St Nicholas 

War Memorial 

There was almost a full house for the October meeting, when the speaker 
was Sue Rand, a W.I. Adviser. She spoke on the art of resolution making. 
 

All W.I.’s may submit a resolution to The National Federation of W.I.’s. 
A panel consisting of one member from each County Federation meets in 

London to select which resolution should 
be put forward for members’ consideration. 
This year only two will be considered but 
one of these is from Brill. 
 

 

Sue gave the background to resolution making – the first one was submitted in 1918. Since 
then all resolutions passed at A.G.M..s  are recorded in a booklet. The W.I. is a trusted group 
of women who are able to campaign and lobby the Government on matters of concern. It takes 
a great deal of research and care to submit a worthwhile resolution. 
 

Helen Griffin gave the vote of thanks and Sue was presented with an African Violet. (see pho-
to)  
A special and splendid tea had been prepared by Caroline Thompson and Diane Picot to cele-
brate Peggy Cattell’s 90th birthday. She joins a most select group of our members. Peggy was 
given a basket of plants and we sang happy birthday. Nan Cattell joined us for tea. So the af-
ternoon ended in a friendly and happy way. 

Sky Notes: 
A comet discovered on September 24th by 
two Russian astronomers has the potential to 
be a 'once in a lifetime' sky spectacular when 
it graces our sky in about a year from now. 
Named Comet ISON, it is currently very faint 
and beyond the orbit of Jupiter, however, it 
will pass very close to the sun in late Novem-
ber 2013 when its brightness will then possi-
bly rival that of a full moon and with its long 
tail it  will be an awesome sight. 
 

In the meantime, if you can't wait until then, 
another comet called pan-STARRS will pro-
vide us with a 'warm-up act' next March, 
followed by the headliner, Comet ISON, eight 
months later - I will give you more details 
nearer the time.  

Sean Clarke  
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Greener Cuddington  
Cuddington Meadows: The Pond 
Waddesdon Estates carried out the work to clear the field boundary with 

Cuddington Meadows (left of the muddy track at the bottom of Spicketts 

Lane) and the overgrown vegetation around the pond in the field in Sep-

tember, and many of us were taken by surprise at the sudden denudation 

of the area (see the photograph on the Cuddington website). On the positive side, it 

has opened up views from the track, freed the drainage channel there and also we 

can now see a pond and a little stream. On the down-side, the copse has been re-

placed with a rather unsightly bare area, and there is the worry that bird, mammal 

and insect habitats will have been destroyed along with the trees and undergrowth. 

In fact, rank, congested vegetation often does not encourage biodiversity and the 

aim is to foster healthier, more vibrant ecosystems. 
 

The field belongs to Waddesdon Estates, as they are tenant farmers there, so it is up to them what they do there within the 

framework of their higher level environmental stewardship contract. Their plans are to plant a hedge of native species along 

the boundary, and to reseed the pond area with native grasses, wild flowers and shrubs whilst encouraging any plants, apart 

from weeds, that may spring up there. The overall aim is to improve the area for wildlife of all sorts, creating an attractive 

and interesting area that is available to the village if we are interested in getting involved.  
 

Get involved, create and learn. 

This is a good opportunity to create an area of beauty and to learn about our local wildlife, and how we interact with it. Al-

ready in recent years, the strip of land around the field has given us swathes of wildflowers and lots of butterflies, dragonflies 

and birds, so with time, this could be really exciting. If you are interested or curious, do get in touch. 
 

Local Food 

Are you aware of the number of businesses supplying food locally?  The Cottage Bakery and Haddenham Eggs are probably 

familiar, and you may have sampled the delicious food produced by Kirsty’s Kitchen in Dinton, and our own CiCi-CoCo 

products and Pork and Ginger. You can also get ice cream, brownies, yoghurt, infused rapeseed oils, sauces, beer and so on.  

We normally rely upon supermarkets to collect all the things we need in one place, but that does involve a car or bus journey 

to Thame at the very least, and we are then supporting the big companies rather than local producers.  
 

However in Cuddington, we have an alternative in the centre of our village: the Cuddington Stores now stocks most 

of the items listed above, and they have plans to expand the local food on offer with your support. So if you are inter-

ested in local produce, spend a bit more time in the stores, perhaps with a cup of their coffee in your hand, and have a 

look at what’s on offer: at the very least, the 

range and prices are likely to save you a cou-

ple of trips to town. 
 

There is a small group of people who are work-

ing to improve the availability of local food and 

we are looking for people with enthusiasm and 

ideas to make a real difference in our village. 

If you would like to discuss this or know more, 

contact details are below. 
 

Greener Cuddington is a village project whose 
aim is to raise the profile and understanding of 
environmental sustainability within the village 
and thereby reduce the village’s overall environ-
mental footprint. Contact Doug Kennedy on 
01844 290602 or email: 
 dgkennedy@alloverde.com 

Services at St. Nicholas 
(Churchwardens: Graham Carr, 290000and David Benson, 01296 433757)  

  

 
November 2012 

 
4th 10am  HOLY COMMUNION 
A modern Communion service with hymns. The children go to “Sunday Special” 
for part of the service. 
 
 

11th 10am  REMEMBRANCE SERVICE 
   for all ages 
  
 

18th 10am  HOLY COMMUNION 
A less formal modern communion service with hymns. The children go to 
“Sunday Special” for part of the service. 

18th 5.00pm Tea and Prayer 
 
25th  10am  MORNING WORSHIP 
A service of worship and the word, with a mixture of traditional and modern 
hymns. Children go straight to Chattabox and the Grid in the Bernard Hall at 
9.50am 

  

25th 11.15am HOLY COMMUNION 
A Communion service with hymns according to the Book of Common Prayer. 

 
 

There is a service at 5.30 pm every Sunday evening at Cuddington 
Methodist Chapel. 
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A swan on the Thame 


