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MAY 
2011 

 
VOLUME FOURTEEN 

 

HELP  PEOPLE  IN  POVERTY  OUT  OF  POVERTY 
 

d   May 15th 10 a.m.   Special Family Service at St Nicholas 
with speaker from Christian Aid 

 

d May 18th    Coffee Evening, Bring and Buy and Plant 
Stall   ( see picture of last year’s event)  

 At Skittle Green Cottage, Lower Green, 
 by kind permission of Caroline Thompson 

 Everyone welcome from 7.30 p.m. onwards 
 

d House to House Collections throughout  the week 
 

Cuddington always gives generously to Christian Aid but can we  
do even better this year as there is so much need in the world? 

 
Here are just two examples of what Christian Aid does with the money: 

 
Meeting Long- Term Poverty 
In Nicaragua 
Christian Aid is working to give two sheep to as many coffee farmers as 
possible. The sheep will clear the weeds that grow round the coffee plants 
and later can be sold to provide extra income.  The children are being edu-
cated, learning about the coffee production process and planting trees to 
protect the environment (see picture left) 

 
In times of crisis 
In response to the needs of Libya 
In response to the needs of Libya Christian Aid’s partner in Egypt, has al-
ready facilitated a medical team and 40 tonnes of medicines and food to 
northern Libya. It is now working to mobilise more doctors to go to help 
meet the humanitarian needs. In the next six months it will also continue to 
work in poor communities across Egypt, distributing food vouchers and 
providing other essential items.  
 

(Continued on page 2) 

 



2 

The Fair Trade Coffee 
morning held in St Nicho-
las Church on February 
26th was a very enjoyable 
and, certainly as far as my 
Traidcraft stall was con-

cerned, successful event.  There was a 
constant flow of visitors who not only 
purchased items but placed orders & 
expressed genuine interest & went 
away with literature explaining the 
concept of Traidcraft. People were 
also very kind, quite often refusing to 
take their change because it was going 
to charity. 

My little “business” is beginning to 
take off & I’m now taking regular or-
ders (having got half the village ad-
dicted to stem ginger cookies, butter 
mints etc).  This has also encouraged 
me to apply to become a part of the 
Traidcraft speaker volunteer network – 
going into local schools, churches, 
clubs etc - so please wish me luck. 

 

Rediscovering the mind of God 
 
It is amazing what can be uncovered in the depths of old buildings. Recent renovation work on 
one of Oxford’s oldest libraries revealed a fragment of a printing plate hidden beneath floor-
boards bearing Leviticus 19 from the King James Bible. It may not have seen the light of day 

since the construction of the library in 1677. The passage is intriguing, Leviticus 19 begins by encouraging us to imi-
tate God’s character, ‘Be holy because I am holy.’ This great statement is followed by a series of precepts to help us 
understand how to do this task. There are three groups of laws: some concern the place of God in our lives, others are 
about integrity in our relationships with other people and still more encourage a sensitive treatment of nature. Today 
we are becoming painfully aware that these three concerns are interconnected. Poverty and environmental degrada-
tion frequently go together, and the brokenness of the planet is mirrored by brokenness within human society. Over-
all these issues point to a spiritual malaise in our modern culture.  
 
In finding this printing plate we have an echo of 2 Kings 22 and the story of the rediscovery of God’s Law in the 
reign of King Josiah. This led to national repentance and revival, with a return to seeking to live according to the 
mind of God. As we think of this hidden treasure found in the heart of Oxford, might we rediscover God’s heart for 
his world and realign of our lives according to his values. 
 
The Revd Margot Hodson, Vicar 

Food for thought  

Thank you to Nan & Peggy & others 
at St Nicholas for organising the 
morning & giving me the opportu-
nity to have a stall – and also Caro-
line Thompson who helped me run it 
(if she’s ever not required on a fete 
stall please can I have first dibs?). 
 
Maggie Waters 

Once again it is time to enter the 
competition and as a winner last 
year we shall this year have to take 
part in the “all winners” section 
competing for the  ‘Tindall Cup’. 
Those taking part are Buckland, 
Chalfont St. Giles, Cheddington, 
Haddenham and Olney, which of 
course makes judging difficult with 
small and large villages competing 
with “Towns”. This will be the first 
time we have gone head to head with 
Haddenham, this should inspire us to 
an extra effort. 
 

Please remember that the judges 
will be looking for community in-
volvement in keeping the village 

tidy, litter free and no fly posting. 
 
Judging will take place at any 
time during June. 

Christian Aid 
(Continued from page 1) 
 

Campaigning 
 In the Congo 
In the Democratic Republic of Congo 
the Christian Aid-supported CAHAC 
campaign led to the introduction of a 
law protecting the rights of people 
living with HIV and extended access 
to life-saving ARV medication to 
some of the country's poorest people. 
 

Providing Medical Aid 
In Ghana 
In remote parts of Northern Ghana 
children are dying every day from  
malaria carried by mosquitoes.  
Families need to sleep under chemi-
cally treated nets. Nets are supplied by 
Christian Aid and distributed by  
Ghanian volunteers who make sure 
they are hung correctly. 
A £3 net can save the life of a child! 
 

Helping refugees 
On the borders of Burma 
In 1984 refugees began flooding 
across the Burma border into Thailand. 
Twenty-seven years later 140,000 
refugees are still unable to return be-
cause of ongoing conflict, forced dis-
placement and human rights abuses in 
their home country. 
Throughout this time Christian Aid 
partners  have continued to provide 
food and shelter.  
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A few of the villagers attended this 
meeting on Monday, 28th March. 
 
It was reported that 2010 had been the 
"year of the kitchen".  The new kitchen 
extension has been a major success as 
well as the rebuilding and refurbish-
ment of the cloakroom facilities; all 
managed on time and within budget. 
 
The next project is to have a cinema 
facility in the Bernard Hall for which 
there has been enthusiastic support.  It 
is hoped that this could be up and run-
ning by the end of the year although 
that depends on Lottery funding being 
granted. 

Well after a long and cold winter that we all thought would never end, we are 
finally in warmer weather. 
 
The new cricket season is shaping up to be a good one with our ongoing invest-
ment in the grounds and slowly growing membership.  2011 will continue the 
new format of playing social cricket on Saturdays (generally) starting early fol-
lowed by a family friendly BBQ afterwards and a well earned cold beer (or wine 
for the other half) and chat about the game.  You can be home in time for baby 
bath time or your favourite TV show if you want! As per usual our focus is on 
the true tradition of the wonderful game of cricket by keeping it simple and fun! 
 
We are always looking for anyone who wants to play whether it be one game or 
every game, and it does not matter if you have not played since school as we 
have plenty of good club kit for people to use.  The aim is pure enjoyment not on 
people’s abilities as every one is part of the team.  It's fun for the whole family 

whether you are 
having a drink, 
watching your 
team play or hav-
ing fun with your 
children & friends 
on the boundary, 
you will enjoy the 
playing fields 
facilities and what 
they have to offer. 
 

Dates for your diary: 
 
First game is on Saturday the 7th May against the famous Rain Men 
Second game is on Saturday the 21st May against the Hemingford Hermits  
 
If you are interested or have questions please contact: 
 
Dave Speer on: 07921453671 or gosh-speer@hotmail.com  

The Annual Meeting was held in the 
church after the service on Sunday, 
March 20th. the Vicar opened the pro-
ceedings by reviewing the Church’s work 
over the last year and there were  other 
reports such as David Benson’s on the 
fabric of the church, and Alan Marsh’s on 
the finances. 
 
Thanks were expressed to many people 
who in their different ways contribute to 
the life of the church. 

 
Presentations were made to Caroline Stonham, who was retiring after 6 years as 
Church Warden and to Helen Keeping who has been Secretary to the PCC for 
many years.  
 
Graham Carr (pictured above) was elected as Church Warden, along with David 
Benson, and Jackie Hawkins has volunteered to take over the position of Secre-
tary.    

Don your walking shoes and join in 
something special to celebrate mid-
summer!  Following a village tradi-
tion, Cuddingtonians will be climbing 
gently up to the observatory at Upper 
Winchendon to view the sun rising 
over the horizon on Saturday 25 June.  
We will leave the Lower Green at 4am, 
and on reaching our destination as we 
stand triumphant on top of the world, 
will enjoy light refreshments provided 
by the Sunshine Club.  We’ll be back 
in the village between 6 and 6.30am.  
If you’d like to see the view but don’t 
fancy the walk, you may summon a lift 
to transport you to the top!      
   
Queries to Angela Wenham   291932 
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We have three important dates for your diary! 
 
The Cuddington Garden Watch on May 15th 2011. 
What wild mammals, birds, reptiles and amphibians live in 
and around Cuddington?  

Help us find out by devoting an hour to watching your garden, or any 
green area, for an hour on Sunday May 15th. A recording sheet is en-
closed with this copy of Village Voice – please keep it ready. 
Completed sheets will be collected from the shop or can be delivered to 
Vulcan House, Holly Tree Lane. 
The data will be put on computer and after reporting the results, will be 
stored so that we can add to it in future years.  
 

The Cuddington Wildlife Photography Competition 
 

Entry forms will shortly be avail-
able for the photography competi-
tion.  There will be 3 age groups 
(under 12, under 19 and adult) and 
the closing date is Sunday 26 
June.  
You can enter up to 5 photographs 
on any wildlife subject, but they 
must be taken within 1 mile Cud-
dington. Please note the follow-
ing: 
 

 óLocation: Your entries must have been photographed   
  within 1 mile of Cuddington, or, if you attend 
  Cuddington & Dinton School, they can also be within 1  
  mile of Dinton. 
  óImages must be printed (not computer files) at between 
   6”x 4” and 10” x 8”  
  óWrite your name, phone number and image location written  

  on the back  
  óEntry fees are £1 per entry for photographers aged 12 years  

  and over, and 50p for under 12s. 
  óDeliver your entries in an envelope, along with your entry fee, 

  to the village shop or to Vulcan House, Holly Tree Lane 
  by Sunday June 26th.   

 

The competition will be judged by Frederic Desmette, a local wildlife 
photographer and restaurateur (see his web site at 
http://www.fredericdesmette.com/ for inspiration!). 
The best images in each group will be displayed at the Cuddington Fête 
where the overall winner will be decided by popular vote.   
 

Farming Sustainably Around Cuddington:   
Tuesday June 14th at 8pm 

 

A Talk By Alistair Brookes, Farms Manager of The Waddesdon Estate. 
Waddesdon Estates farm most of the arable land around Cuddington, 
and we are very fortunate that they have achieved the highest level of 
Environmental Stewardship as they are very focused on farming in a 
way that balances a profitable business with conservation. Come to the 
Bernard Hall to find out more and to put your questions to the Farms 
Manager. The talk will be followed by a workshop where we will de-
cide on a project to improve an aspect of wildlife conservation around 
the village. 
 

We hope to put on further talks during the year. Further information 
from the village website or from Doug Kennedy 01844 290602 or 
dgkennedy@alloverde.com 

March 2011 was warm and both very sunny and 
dry. The average monthly temperature was 7.3 
deg C (45.1F) compared with the long term av-
erage of 6.5 deg C (44F); it was as warm as 
March 2003 but a tad cooler than March 2002 
when the mean monthly temperature was 7.4 
deg C (45.3F).  
 

Daytime maximum air temperatures in March 
averaged 12.4 deg C (54F); the eleven year 
average is 10.8 deg  (51F). Night time air mini-
mum temperatures averaged  2.2 deg Celsius 
(36F); the same as the long term average.  
The actual highest day time air maxima, oc-
curred on the 25th (19.9 deg C, 68F) and the 
lowest, 3rd (3.6 deg C, 39F). The highest night 
time air minima occurred on the 31st (8.3 deg 
C, 47F) and the lowest, 8th (minus 5.0 deg C, 
23F); the lowest grass temperature occurred at 
this time, (minus 9.8 deg C, 14F). 
 

Sunshine was well above average with a stag-
gering 131.60 hours of bright sunshine, you 
would normally expect a monthly total of 
around 108 hours. 
 

Only one noteworthy wind gust was recorded, 
that of 47 mph (76 kph) on the 11th. 
 

Gardeners reading this column certainly don’t 
need me to tell them just how dry March had 
been; Cuddington’s definitive rainfall total 
amounted to a mere 7.9 mm (0.31in) compared 
to the 13 year long term average of 39.9 mm 
(1.57in). It was the lowest March rainfall total 
recorded in my relatively short 13 year series, 
although March 2000 was also very dry with 
12.9 mm (0.51in). A quick look at Oxford’s cli-
mate data set, which is representative of our 
village climate, reveals that the month was 
probably the driest March since 1997 (7.2mm, 
0.28in). 
 

 Sean Clarke  

Another successful evening was 
enjoyed by the gentlemen of 
Cuddington at the Crown on 31 
March.  New and old members 
joined together for a traditional 
meal of fish and chips and over 
many glasses of wine new 
friendships were made. 

 
Our next get- together will be on Thursday the 
30th June 7.30 for 8 o’clock at the Crown. The 
dinner is £15.00 for a starter, main meal, cheese 
and biscuits, drinks not included. The Dining 
club is open to all Gentlemen young and old, if 
you are interested e- mail : 

Parkstone28@tiscali.co.uk or 
telephone Phil Johnson 291526  
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Tasting of fine wines from Wad-
desdon Manor – 19th November 

2011, in the Bernard Hall. 
 

Put the date in your diary now!  There 
will be a tasting of wines from Wad-
desdon Manor in the Bernard Hall on 
Saturday 19th November, 7.30pm for 
8.00pm.  A ticket for the donation of 
£18 will include a tasting of at least six 
wines and a ploughman’s supper, dur-
ing which a fun quiz will be held 
based on local knowledge.  Funds 
raised will go towards the Cuddington 
Playing Fields Association, Regd 
Charity No 291980.  
 

The Hall can take a maximum of 120 
people on tables of 8-10, so why not 
reserve your places now by contacting: 
 

Viv Birkby - 292921  
Clive Adcock - 291404 
Denise’s hairdresser  - 291277 
 

More information nearer the time. 
 

 Viv Birkby, Hon Sec, CPFA 

The advertised speaker for this month was un-
able to come, but fortunately we obtained a sub-
stitute who turned out to be an excellent and 

informative speaker. 
 

Everyone has heard of the Samaritans but  not everyone 
knows the details of what they  actually do, and this is what 
Deborah from the Chiltern Samaritans was able to convey 
to us. We were told how in 1953 a London vicar, realising 
how many people needed to pour out their problems to 
someone, set up this organisation. There are now 201 
branches all over the British Isles. Most of the helpers are 
volunteers and they now number 18,000.  Deborah told us 
that now, instead of telephoning, some people, especially 
the young, use modern methods of communication such as 
texting and e-mailing. 
Deborah told us the rules by which the volunteers operate: 
they realise that listening is of vital importance in alleviat-
ing distress and that everything they hear has to be kept in 
strictest confidence. 
 

No advice is to be given and they have to be strictly non-
judgmental.  They realise how important it is to enable peo-
ple to talk over their problems at their own speed and some-
times a phone call can continue for several hours, The lines 
are kept open for 24 hours in the day.  In addition to their 
listening to problems volunteers also try to prevent their 
developing by talking to groups of young people and they 
also visit prisons. Because so many suicides occur at rail-
way stations they have made a link with Network Rail help-
ing staff to understand how they might try to prevent such 
tragedies. 
 

The very many questions from members made it clear 
how much this talk had been appreciated and this was 
stressed by Helen Griffin in her vote of thanks.  

It is sometimes good to have variety, but on 
the other hand traditional events are very 
satisfying and this is true of the Sunshine 

Club’s annual Spring Sale. 
This year the mixture was as usual – 20p entrance fee (where 
else do you find that prices have not gone up?), then the tom-
bola and the raffle as always had a splendid variety of prizes 
to encourage the buying of tickets, and tables piled up with 
second hand clothes, jig saws, books as well as glass and 
china articles of all kinds provided something for everyone to 
buy. A cup of tea and a delicious cake were as always very 
welcome and here was the opportunity to chat with fellow 

villagers whom 
perhaps you hadn’t 
seen for some time 
In all a very satisfy-
ing event, non the 
less pleasant be-
cause you knew 
what to expect 
After all those will-
ing helpers had fin-
ished their clearing 
up the final event 

was the counting up of the money. Would the result of this 
be the traditional “more than last year”?  Yes it was; the 
Treasurer reported that this year’s takings were £388, £50 up 
on last year Congratulations to all those who worked so hard 
to make this success possible. 
The Committee sends its grateful thanks to all who con-
tributed—those who turned out their cupboards, those 
who donated raffle prizes, their stalwart helpers and their 
stalwart customers! 

The fine weather during April has 
been most welcome as our new Sum-
mer Season gets under way.  Members 
should note that there is Ladies’ tennis 
on a Wednesday morning, and mid-
week Club Evening: timings for this 
are flexible because of the Summer 
League matches.  
 

We have Men’s and Ladies’ teams 
playing in these matches, which nor-
mally take place on a Wednesday eve-
ning.  There is also coaching for adults 
and juniors, which is available from 
our coach Sue Dunn, and which is 
open to both members and non-
members.  Sue’s contact details are on 
the Village Website.  Non-members 
are very welcome to use the courts: a 
small charge for this is payable at our 
Village Shop. 
 

For further details, or if you would like 
to join our Club, please contact 
Charles and Angela Sanderson on 
01844 291626. 

The village did not have street par-
ties but the Union Jack fluttered 
from the church tower and bells 
rang out. Just a few minutes past 

2pm all eight of Cuddington’s bells 
pulled off into rounds and then 

slipped into changes. Not as heavy 
and grand as Westminster Abbey 
Bells, but still a creditable quarter 
peal of 1260 Grandsire Triples was 
rung with Will Stonham as conduc-
tor and his cousin Dan Vowles on 
the tenor. This was to celebrate the 
marriage of HRH Prince William 

and Catherine Middleton.  
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Monday 18th April saw a gratifyingly large number of 
Cuddingtonians gather in the Bernard Hall for the An-
nual Parish Meeting; clearly a lot of us like to know 
what’s going on. And with sixteen items on the agenda 
quite a lot is. 
 

Sherry Scott chaired efficiently as ever, reminding us 
how lucky we are to live here. We turned our thoughts to 
two poorly absentees, Stephen Turner and Frank Crowdy 
and wished them both a speedy recovery. 
 

Michael Edmunds, our County and District representa-
tive, confirmed that this year’s council tax would be the 
same as last year’s (but presumably will not go quite as 
far). Apparently £7m has been set aside for roads, so 
enough to cover the work at the top of Holly Tree Lane. 
The county is against HS2, but then so is everybody else 
in the county but will that stop it? On a positive note 
Michael touched on the developments in Aylesbury, 
including the new Waterside Theatre, which should 
transform the town. 
 

Our Community Police Support Officer, Sue Jones, was, 
as always, clear and reassuring, telling us that there has 
been a drop in many types of crime, and emphasised the 
importance of the Neighbourhood Watch Scheme. There 
were some eleven reported crimes last year, and all low 
level. Speeding too remains a concern. 
 

It was good to welcome the Revd Jonathan Hawkins to 
give his first report on St Nicholas Church. He thanked 
all who help run the church, which is so well kept and 
managed, and with so many activities provides a won-
derful resource for the whole village (and Myles Saker 
reminded us of the concert on the 14th May, with music 
by Schubert and Mozart). Jonathan also paid tribute to 
Eric and Chris Chamberlain who recently moved away. 
And he also praised the village website, from which so 
many organisations are now benefiting.  
 

Jim Hayward gave his report on the Nicholas Almond 
Charity, which can provide some financial support for 
local students and apprentices. 
 

The Bernard Hall was dealt with by Markus Bolton; he 
reminded us of the new kitchen and other enhancements 
which had taken place during the year – and, excitingly, 
announced that they hope to install cinema equipment 
this year. Put your requests in now.-there will be many 
Premieres. The Hall continues to be well used for many 
community events. 
 

In the absence of Chris Blumer on grandparent duty Jen-
nifer Schram de Jong read his school report. The good 

(Continued on page 8) 

This concert organised by AVDC  will take place in the church 
of St. Nicholas on Saturday May 14th at 7.30pm.  This is the 
first of  eight concerts to be given in different villages in the 
Aylesbury Vale.  
 

The programme is entitled Lyrical Schubert and Mozart  and 
will include two of the most genial works in the chamber music 
repertoire, Schubert's Quartet in A minor "Rosamunde" and 
Mozart's Quintet for Clarinet and strings. There will be one in-
terval during which refreshments will be available. 
 

Before the concert there will a short historical walk round the 
village led by Peter Wenham. This will start at 6.30 p.m. from 
the church gates. For anyone interested in the history who does 
want to walk there will be an alternative talk given by Peggy 
Cattell outside the church and Bernard Hall  
  
 Tickets at £8  (Concessions £6) are now available from Myles 
Saker (01844-291825 or mylessaker@talktalk.net). He can also 
provide brochures which cover the whole Music in Quiet Places  
series of eight  concerts throughout the Vale. 

“Herbs in the Gar-
den” by nursery 
owner Margaret 
Easter was the 

subject for the April meeting. 
 

Margaret’s talk covered the use of 
herbs through the ages both medici-
nally and for culinary purposes. 
 

Her garden is organic and peat free 
and her specialities are hardy gera-
niums, grasses, ferns and thyme. 
An assortment of herbs was talked 
about accompanied by slides of sev-
eral gardens and specific individual herbs.  Certain herbs, such 
as Russian sage with their amazing flowers look good in bor-
ders and oregano and marjoram for example can look very at-
tractive in hanging baskets.  She described how herbs such as 

mint have a wide number of different varie-
ties e.g. basil, ginger apple, curly and mo-
roccan. 
 

Her nursery holds a National Plant collec-
tion of Thymus. This much used herb re-
quires a well drained soil in a sunny spot 
and with a deep gravel mulch. She said that 
this was her preferred way of growing 
thyme to prevent them drying out in the 
summer and to prevent excess water 
around their necks in winter.  She sug-
gested pea gravel as a very suitable mulch-
ing material. 
 

The next meeting of the Gardening Club is 
Monday 16th May when Antony Powell will 
be speaking on “Beautiful Kashmir”.  This 
will be followed by a Plant Swap - so 
please bring along any spare plants you 

may have and swap them for something you don’t have! 

One of Margaret 
Easter’s tips—

herbs in a  
hanging basket 

Margaret Easter and her 
husband with Chairman 

Elsie Frost. 
Parishioners enjoying a chat at the Annual Parish 

Meeting 
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Neil Rees a tall, charismatic young man gave a talk to the History Society enti-
tled “King Zog of Albania in exile in Buckinghamshire in the Second World 
War”. Neil started by reminding the audience where Albania is placed in the Bal-
kans, asking if any one had ever visited the country. Of course one of the mem-
bers had! 
 

 Albania had been part of the Ottoman Empire gaining independence in 1912 
following the Empire’s collapse and became a principality in 1914. As a result 
there was a job vacancy for King. 

 

Ahmet Zogolli was the third candidate. The 
first was assassinated after 2 months, the sec-
ond, a German appointed in 1914 fled when 
Albania was invaded by its neighbours in the 
First World War, leaving Albania without a 
monarch. After the war the Treaty of Ver-
sailles confirmed Albanian independence. In 
1921 Ahmet Zogolli became Prime Minister 
and in 1925 having declared this kingless 
kingdom a republic, President. In order to 
stabilize the country Ahmet Zogolli was ap-
pointed King Zog 1st of Albania in 1928. It 
was said that he gave his turbulent country 
“peace and a very considerable degree of 
prosperity over a fifteen year period”.  
King Zog married Geraldine, an impoverished 
Hungarian noble woman in April 1938.A year 
later and two days after the birth of Prince 
Lecka, the Royal household fled when Mus-

solini invaded the country, the King in his Mercedes Benz 540k, a wedding pre-
sent from Hitler. The entourage made a leisurely and circuitous route around 
Europe before seeking refuge in England, losing personnel as it went as individu-
als chose the places where they wished to remain. 
 
The court stayed initially at the Ritz moving to Sunninghill when the Blitz made 
living in London too dangerous, finally settling in Parmoor House, Frieth, Buck-
inghamshire. Here Prince Lecka was educated, the king’s sisters helped with the 
war effort and the King met with other exiled leaders. 
 
In 1946 Britain recognised the communist regime in Albania after which King 
Zog and his family left for Egypt the first of his post war countries of exile. He 
died in Paris in1961 and was succeeded by his son Lecka, now King Lecka 1st, 
who returned to Albania in 2002 by invitation of the government, with his 
mother, Australian wife, Susan, and son, Prince Lecka 2nd. 
 
Neil gave an interesting, informative and amusing account of Albania, its monar-
chy and its politics from independence to the present day, enhanced by accounts 
of his travels in the country and his friendship with Prince Lecka 2nd. 
The Italians say there will soon only be five monarchies surviving in Europe, the 
British and those of spades, clubs, hearts and diamonds. It will be interesting to 
see if  Albania will be a sixth. 

Friday 20th May from 1pm - 6pm. Monkey Clothes will be having their second 
Cuddington sale at no 10 Bernard Close. Come along for some bargain chil-
dren’s clothes (ages 0-6 years), only top brand names sold (absolutely no su-
permarket labels in sight!). If you wish to sell clothes at the sale and make 
some money for yourself contact Jo Goodson on 01844 292958 or visit our 

website for more details www.monkeyclothes.co.uk  

In our March issue of Village Voice, I 
appealed for villagers to help me up-
date the Village Record compiled for 
the new Millennium, and in particular 
to let me have details of young family 
members.   I mistakenly said I could 
obtain information concerning adults 
via the current Electoral Roll.   I now 
have a copy of the current  Electoral 
Roll,  but under very strict laws,  I am 
not permitted to use this.   This 
means, that if you have not given me 
updated details of your household, it 
will be difficult for me to produce an 
accurate version of our latest Village 
Record without your help. 
 
Some time soon, I and one or two 
friends will try and visit those of you 
who have not submitted the Parish 
Council's questionnaire.  In the mean-
time, you can email me with your de-
tails at:  jschramdejong@yahoo.co.uk.  
Please do this as soon as possible . 
 
N.B.  This is the last time I will be 
asking for your help  - whew I can 
hear you all sigh!!   However, my 
thanks to those of you who have taken 
part!   I feel as if I have been running a 
marathon whilst rolling a stone uphill! 

Jennifer Schram de Jong 

Ken Cooper lived in the village from 
shortly before he retired until he 
moved to a nursing home in Princes 
Risborough just a year or so ago 
where he died at the end of March. 
 
He is to be remembered by many in the 
village for getting Neighbourhood 
Watch established which he did with 
considerable energy and commitment. 
He was also a very active member of 
the Thame Rotary club. 
 
Ken had lived an interesting life, not 
without some notable achievements in 
the field of scientific photography.    
 
Anthony Odhams has written a  fasci-
nating and comprehensive obituary 
which the village website will be pub-
lishing in the “Lives Remembered” 
section. 
 
His wife Daphne had died just two 
years ago. 

 



8 

This March has produced an 
amazing feast of blossom all 
over the village, not only in the 
gardens, as glimpsed through 
gateways and over garden 
walls and as so vividly de-
scribed by James and Elsie 
Frost. Each road into the vil-
lage was lined with daffodils, 
planted many years ago by the 
Gardening Club, and thanks to 
the March winds they lived up 

to Wordsworth’s description 
“tossing their heads in sprightly 
dance”.  Dadbrook not only had 
its share of daffodils, but in the 
early part of the month passers 
by were delighted by the masses 
of prunus blossom just as in the 
latter part of the month it was the 
hedges along the driveway to 
Nether Winchendon which pro-
vided a feast for the eyes with  
their mass of tiny white  blos-
soms. Holly Tree Lane as always 

was enhanced by the delicate primroses which arrange them-
selves along the bank. The churchyard has this year had more 
than its usual share of this delicate flower which has spread 
itself here and there along the grass on both sides of the path-
way. Earlier in the month a more dominant yellow flower, the 
celandine, arranged itself into large swathes along the bank of 
the churchyard overlooking Lower Church Street. These two 
flowers in their contrasting shades of yellow were also accom-
panied by yet more daffodils, on graves and along the church-
yard wall, as in Shakespeare’s words they were taking “the 
winds of March with beauty”. 
 
Later in the year villagers will be working hard under the di-
rection of Jim Hayward to compete for the “Britain in Bloom” 
trophy, but this Spring nature has provided an unsurpassed 
winning display, not for   a trophy but simply to delight us all. 
 
If anyone else has any thoughts about a month in the village 
the editors would be delighted to publish them. 
 
 Peggy Cattell 

A number of ladies in the village have asked 
why don’t we enjoy lunch together. Like the 
Gentlemen's Dining Club we would meet four 
times a year. The Crown offers a lunch of 
a main meal and a drink for £10 or a starter 
and main meal for £12 depending on the num-
bers. So ladies, how many of us would be interested in a 
LADIES THAT LUNCH CLUB? 
 

Please phone me, Sherry, 291526 

news is that Mrs Kim Price has been appointed permanent 
full-time head of the School. Chris also confirmed that the 
school is aware of the parking difficulties which are being 
addressed. 
 

Viv Semmens talked about the Playing Fields and Club-
house, with particular reference to the new Boules Piste 
which opens on the 1st May and which everyone is ex-
horted to come along and play. All residents are members 
of the Association so make sure you use the facilities. 
 

Peggy Cattell, dealing with Cuddington’s incredibly suc-
cessful Village Voice, referred to the first issue in 1998 – 
thirteen years ago. Then it was four pages; now look at 
what we’ve got ! More voices are needed, articles, letters 
(controversial or not), moans, backbites, bouquets and 
brickbats. Peggy thanked all those involved. 
 

And Chris Long dealt with the equally successful website, 
www.cuddingtonvillage.com  now receiving 1000 hits a 
month from all over the world. The site has all kinds of 
fancy tricks  so give it a visit,  there’s something for eve-
ryone including some splendid photos and the site would 
like  photos of the village during the 1940’s, 50’s and 
60’s. 
 

Jayne Davidson talked about the all-important village fete 
on the 9th July, the theme of which is Hats Off, which 
means hats on, plenty of scope there, let’s face it we’re all 
secret hat wearers, even if it’s only a nightcap. As usual a 
lot of help is needed and will be gratefully received to run 
the stalls etc. 
 

Doug Kennedy told us about the Greener Cuddington 
campaign, with emphasis on wild life. There is a garden 
vertebrate watch on the 15th May, and a photo competi-
tion. The committee is working closely with the Waddes-
don Estate Stewardship. 
Jennifer took the stage again to mention the Village Re-
cord; a few details are still outstanding. 
 

And finally Sherry summarised the activities and finances 
of the Parish Council, whose budget this year will be 
£13,250. The Council had achieved many awards over the 

past few years 
and she thanked 
in particular 
Michael Pegge, 
who is standing 
down, for all 
his achieve-
ments while a 
councillor. Ap-
parently there 
are just enough 
candidates to 
fill the Council 
vacancies this 
year, so there 
will be no Par-
ish Council 
election – a fact 
which some 

feel is a bad thing. Why not consider standing next time? 
 

And finally, but importantly, Jennifer thanked Sherry for 
all the hard work she had carried out as Chairman of the 
Parish Council for the last four years, which will be en-
dorsed by everyone who has approached Sherry for help 
with any Parish Council matter. She will indeed be 
missed. 
 
 John Fortgang 

(Continued from page 6) 

Sherry Scott playing host  with 
parishioners after the meeting 

 

Primroses in Holly Tree 
Lane and (below) daffodils 

in the church yard. 

 

 



9 

Loveliest of trees, the cherry now 
Is hung with bloom along the bough. 

      A.E. Housman   1859-1936 

May 
Sunday 1st 1.00 p.m.      Launch of Boules Pitch on Playing Field 
Monday 2nd 9.30 a.m.     Madrigals from the Church Tower  
Thursday 5th    Local Elections in Bernard Hall   
Saturday 7th  12.30 p.m.  Cricket Match against “Rain Men” 
Tuesday 10th 2.30 p.m.    W.I.  Resolutions Discussion 
Wednesday 11th 7.30 p.m.  Parish Council Meeting 
Saturday 14th 7.30 p.m.      Concert in Church, “Music in Quiet Places” 
Sunday 15th    Start of Christian Aid Week 
Sunday 15th    Cuddington garden watch (see page 4) 
Monday 16th 7.30 p.m.      Gardening Club “Beautiful Kashmir”   
     Anthony Powell  
Tuesday 17th 7.30 p.m.      History Society   “The Verneys of 
     Buckinghamshire”, Colin Oates 
Wednesday 18th 7.30 p.m. Christian Aid Coffee Evening: Skittle Green Cottage 
Saturday 21st   Cricket Match against Hemingford Hermits 
Saturday 21st 6.00 p.m. CYD presents The Sharing of Talent Show in the 
     Bernard Hall 
Thursday 26th 7.30 p.m.  King James Version Study Evening in 
     Haddenham Church 
 

June 
Wednesday 1st 7.30 p.m.    Parish Council Meeting 
Saturday 4th 1.00 p.m.      Cricket Match against Tonsley Tornados 
Tuesday 7th 7.30 p.m.     Playing Fields Association A.G.M. 
Wednesday 8th  Gardening Club: Guided tour of Private Gardens at 
     Claydon House 
Tuesday 14th 2.30 p.m.    W.I: Illustrated Talk by Peggy Cattell 
Tuesday 14th 8.00 p.m.    “Farming sustainability” —talk in Bernard Hall 
     (see page 4) 
Saturday 18th                        Summer Ball for School Funds in 
     Nether Winchendon 
Tuesday 21st 7.30 p.m.     History Society  “Florence Nightingale after the 
     Crimean War”,  Maryon Pates 
Saturday 25th  4.00 am Sunrise walk (see page 3)     
Saturday 25th 1.00 p.m.      Cricket Match against Sydenham CC 

In April 2011 the CiCi CoCo 
Kitchen celebrates its first birthday. 

 
 
So much has hap-
pened since we 
put together our 
first market stall 
at the Cuddington 
Village Fete in 
July last year but 
it was only 10 
months ago. It 
was on April 1st, 
2010 we opened 

the CiCi CoCo Kitchen with the vision to create Italian in-
spired dishes using local ingredients to cook at home. One 
year on we are celebrating our first birthday and have estab-

lished our artisan food company. We have a range of 
dishes available in local farm shops and delis as well as 
having a loyal following of some of the very same cus-
tomers who first bought our dishes. 
 

This year we are entering the Good Food Awards; it will 
be good experience and also a good chance to meet new 
suppliers.  Of course we have also met some fantastic sup-
pliers right here on our doorstep and Ben & Karen Clay-
ton’s fantastic rare breed Oxford Sandy & Black pigs have 
featured in our dishes and will certainly feature again. 
(check them out at www.porkandginger.co.uk)  
 

Inspired by our own children’s eating habits we hope to 
launch a range of food for children called ‘CiCi CoCo 
Bambini’ later in the year. 
 

We look forward to seeing everyone at the Cuddington 
Fete later in the year. Follow our progress at www.cici-
coco.com or drop us an e-mail at thecook@cici-coco.com 

The trees on 
the Village 
Green are 
now showing 
their lovely 
candles, (see 
above) but 
alas this is 
not true for 
those in Up-
per Church 
Street, for one 
was found to 
be diseased 
and has been 
cut down, and 
it was neces-
sary to pollard 
the other one. 
Our second 
photograph is 
of the work in 
progress, 
while the 
third one 
shows what 
remains of the tree.  
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Easter and the school holidays 
will have come and gone by the 
time you read this but I do hope 
you all had a happy break; I also 
wish to express my joy at how 
beautiful the village looks in 
Spring time. What a privilege it 

is to be a head teacher in such a idyllic setting! 
 
The family service, led by Helen on the theme of the Easter Story was 
wonderful. The children took part in an Easter play and it was delight-
ful to see so many parents and younger children there. A big thank you 
to the Church Wardens and helpers who make it all possible. 
 
Arts week was a great success and the children produced some amaz-
ing pieces of art work varying from a Dragon made out of natural ma-
terials, to shields, to a 3 meter high Jabberwocky! It was fantastic to be 
able to share these with the parents on our open sessions. 
 

As a culmination of their work on 
Alice in Wonderland the year 5 
pupils held a tea party for their 
parents and representatives from 
both Cuddington and Dinton. 
Those of us that were lucky 
enough to be invited were treated 
to homemade cakes and sand-
wiches served by the pupils in 
bow ties ,in a marquee on a beauti-
ful sunny day- who could ask for 
more? I was extremely proud of 
them and I know their parents 

were too. 
 
 Mrs Kim Price, Headteacher 

Easter, the 
time of the 
resurrection, 
what could 
be more 
appropriate? 
Some of the 
plants and 
shrubs we 
r e p o r t e d 

earlier as dead are showing signs of new life. 
The Ceaonothus, the Escallonia and the tree 
Lupin they are all sprouting anew from the bot-
tom. It is marvellous, do not give up hope, give 
them a chance and you may be surprised. 
 

April is the month of cherry blossom and bird-
song. We have several cherries but the star is a 
semi weeping cherry located at the end of our 
field (see picture). More flowering shrubs pro-
ducing wonderful displays are the Amelanchier, 
the C. japonica and the Viburnum x carlcepha-
lum with its fragrant creamy white flowers.                           
 

The soil is warming up so now is a good time to 
sow half-hardy annuals and plant out hardy per-
ennials - we’ve been putting in the perennial 
wallflower Bowles Mauve. It is still too early 
for planting summer bedding due to the risk of 
frost. The warmer weather also means that the 
grass, hedges and weeds also all grow. If you 
want to be in charge, now is the time to get out 
there before your garden takes over. 
 

This is a fantastic time of year when everything 
is fresh and new, full of hope and promise. 
Hostas, ferns and peonies are dramatically un-
furling out of the earth. Tulips and grape hya-
cinths take over from the daffodils, in the wood-
land beds the bluebells are taking over from the 
wood anemones and primroses and in the wild 
flower meadow the cowslips are taking over 
from the snakeshead fritillaries. It is this succes-
sion of colour we gardeners strive to produce 
and maintain. 
 

Observing the trees, the candles are coming out 
on the horse chestnuts and the maples are pro-
ducing their delicate tints of new growth. Look 
out for the ash and the oak; remember the old 
country saying foretelling the weather for the 
summer:  “Oak before Ash we are in for a 
splash, Ash before Oak we are in for a soak”. 
 

The most important thing is to enjoy your gar-
den - get out the tables, chairs and sun shade!   
 

 James & Elsie 

Services at St. Nicholas 
(Churchwardens: David Benson 01296 433757 and Graham Carr 290000)  

May 
 

1st 10.00 am   HOLY COMMUNION 
  A modern Communion Service with hymns. The children 
  go to “Sunday Special” for part of the service 
 

 5.00 pm     Tea and Prayer 
 
8th 10.00 am   HOLY COMMUNION 
   A less formal modern Communion Service with hymns. 
   The children go to Sunday Special for part of the Service  
 

15th 10.00 am   CHRISTIAN AID FAMILY SERVICE 
   A Service for all ages, including lively hymns, 
  with the involvement of young musicians 

 11.30 am   PRAYERS 
   
22nd 10.00 am MORNING WORSHIP 
     A service of worship and the word, with a mixture of 
   traditional and modern hymns. The children go straight 
   to Chattabox and the Grid in the Bernard Hall at 9.50 a.m.    

 11.15 am   HOLY COMMUNION 
  A communion service with hymns, according to the  
                 Book of Common Prayer. 
 
29th 10.00 am   MORNING WORSHIOP 
  A service of worship and the word, with a mixture of 
  traditional and modern hymns. 
 
There is a service at 5.30 pm every Sunday evening at Cuddington Methodist 
Chapel. 

Year 5 lined up to welcome 
their guests to the tea party 

 
Village Voice is published by the 

Cuddington Parochial Church Council 
as a service to the community 

 

 

 


